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INTRODUCTION 


The Introduction to the first Volume of this series, DEBATES OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF UNITED CANADA, 1841, included a history of parlia- 
mentary reporting in Britain, Upper and Lower Canada, and of course Union 
Canada. Parliamentary reporting was both an institution inextricably 
bound up with Parliament, and a profession under the patronage of the 
commercial Press. Its constitutional and practical development was traced, 
including the influences of the ancestral British system upon its deri- 
vative Canadian transplants. In the Chapters dealing specifically with 
the Canadas, the local conditions which in their turn modified the orig- 
inal British model were discussed in detail. The most important of these 
were: the bilingualism of the Lower and United Canada Legislatures; the 
poverty of Canadian editors and the small size of their newspapers; the 
political biases of parliamentary reporters who also lacked stenographic 
skills; and poor accommodations and worse acoustics in the House. The 
result of all this was that on the whole, Canadian parliamentary reporters 
were limited to providing third person summaries of the speeches. Essen- 
tially, parliamentary reporting was a politically-oriented profession which 
was also an integral part of the world of journalism. 

All kinds of data about parliamentary reporting as an institution and 
as a profession were considered: the policies of its newspaper patrons; 
its techniques; the skills and foibles of its personnel; and the problems 
such as accommodation faced by the reporters. The other record of parlia- 
mentary proceedings, the official JOURNALS, was also analysed. On the 
basis of this analysis of reports and JOURNALS, a methodology was elabor- 
ated macy involved collating the reports and integrating them into the 
JOURNALS. The object of that methodology was to produce a verisimilar 
record of the parliamentary debates and proceedings. Since verbatim 
reporting was virtually unknown, verisimilitude was the only possible goal. 
Various problems were anticipated and their solutions incorporated into 
the methodology. Each methodological step was explained and then imple- 
mented, thus producing the Canadian HANSARD. 

The theoretical methodology remains unchanged for reconstructing the 
debates of the years following 1841, with only some changes in practical 
application. The most important change from one year to the next is the 
basic source material, the newspapers containing the parliamentary reports. 
Sixteen newspapers were consulted for the session of 1846, the chief char- 
acteristics of which are described in the following table. 


1. In this way the entire text of the JOURNALS is reproduced in the recon- 
structed HANSARD. Also included are references to Appendices to the 
JOURNALS, although these Appendices, often volumes long, are not repro- 
duced in this work, nor mentioned in our Index. 


2. The Toronto GLOBE, a paper included in the previous volume, was also 
consulted but omitted from the table, as only one issue has survived 
for the entire parliamentary session of 1846. 
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The reasons for including such newspapers as the BATHURST COURIER, 
the BROCKVILLE RECORDER, the CHATHAM GLEANER, the KINGSTON NEWS, and 
the ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL were explained in detail in the Introduction 
to Volume 1. Briefly, they printed parliamentary reports collated from 
various available sources. Thus they provide a check against missing 
debates from single issues or even entire newspaper runs which have not 
been preserved. 

The technique used to footnote the collated debates does more than 
identify the sources from which material was drawn. The footnotes also 
explain any variations in the methodology, and give certain details use- 
ful for understanding the debates. There are five main rules for foot- 
notes. 1) The transcribed text of each speaker's words is identified. 
When alternate texts are presented, the sources for each text are given. 
When a single speech has been reconstructed from reports in more than 
one newspaper, the source of each specific portion of the speech is 
identified. 2) All alternate sources which have been consulted but 
not selected are noted, except for reports which just copied the JOURNALS. 
Included in the alternate sources mentioned are those papers whose reports 
were either copied, edited or paraphrased from another paper, with the 
original source noted. 3) Commentaries on the debate in question are 
noted, and in a few cases, are transcribed verbatim. 4) The footnotes 
include any additional information necessary to explain the methodology 
adopted in dealing with situations which do not conform to any of the 
models described. 5) One of this project's fundamental assumptions is 
that the JOURNALS' account of proceedings was correct though not always 
complete. However, there are occasional discrepancies between the JOUR- 
NALS and the newspaper reports. These discrepancies are always noted. 
For example, sometimes the names of movers and seconders are different 
in the newspapers and the JOURNALS. In these cases the names cited by 
the newspaper are listed in a footnote. 

The Appendices to each day's proceedings are entirely supplementary 
to the JOURNALS. The Appendices contain: 1) notices of proposed motions, 
petitions and bills; 2) debates on withdrawn motions; and 3) questions 
and answers. A substantial part of the Appendices consists of notices 
of motions. Debates on withdrawn motions are more interesting because 
they appear nowhere in any official record, whereas the measures of which 
notice was given appear later in the JOURNALS as a normal part of the 
legislative activity. The third category in the Appendices is for ques- 
tions and answers. Despite their importance, they were not recorded in 
the JOURNALS unless incorporated into a formal motion or address. All 
questions and answers reported in the newspapers are included in the 
Appendix for the appropriate day. 

The technical forms of this volume remain unchanged from those of pre- 
ceding volumes: 1) The spelling of speakers' names at the opening of 
each individual speech has been standardized. Changes from the spelling 
in the newspaper are not noted. The names most commonly misspelled in 
newspapers are McNab, Macnab, M'Nab instead of MacNab; Johnson instead 
of Johnston; Colvile instead of Colville; and various spellings of 


iv 


Macdonald and Macdonell. All spelling of names within a speech is left 
unchanged, however. 2) Whenever a member is reported to have spoken in 
English or in French, this fact is noted. For example, 'Mr. Cauchon (in 
French)", whether or not there exists a report of the speech in the language 
of delivery. 3) A system of double pagination is used. The parenthesized 
page numbers on the left-hand side refer to the page of the JOURNALS while 
the centred number is our own. 4) Four of the newspapers are referred to 
in abbreviated form, the MIRROR OF PARLIAMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF CANADA 
as the MIRROR, the PILOT AND JOURNAL OF COMMERCE as the PILOT, the ST. 
CATHARINES AND PORT ROBINSON JOURNAL as the ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, and 
L'AURORE DES CANADAS as L'AURORE. 5) The various parentheses used in 
the newspapers are represented in our text by ( ). 6) Double parentheses 
always contain our own comments, explanatory notes or suggestions. Only 
the word "sic" is contained within a single parenthesis. 7) Words such 
as “expence", "countroul", "surprize", and "tems" which were misspelled as 
often as not, are reproduced without the word "sic". 8) When for the sake 
of clarity we must interpolate a word, we stay as close as possible to the 
usual style of the newspaper. 9) When it is necessary to reconstruct a 
sentence from excerpts drawn from more than one source, the problem of punc- 
tuation becomes acute. The strict application of ellipsis, added to the 
necessary footnote number, is both unwieldy and difficult to assimilate 
at first reading. As a result, another means of expressing the ellipsis 
had to be devised. A simple method was adopted, which is also used in sen- 
tences which are not reproduced in full, but are cut off before the end. 
Appropriate punctuation integrates the various excerpts, replacing the awk- 
ward ellipses. This editorially imposed punctuation is indicated by the 
simple expedient of placing the footnote reference immediately following 
the text, but before our punctuation. Conversely, whenever a footnote fol- 
lows punctuation, that punctuation has been reproduced from the text of the 
newspaper. For example, the sentence "SIR ALLAN MACNAB said that he would 
go to town.... he meant to the town of Three Rivers....“ as soon as pos- 
sible....3" becomes "SIR ALLAN MACNAB said that he would to to townl, he 
meant to the town of Three Rivers2, as soon as possible3." 

The style and methodology are designed in all ways to achieve the 
goal of a verisimilar account of the debates of the Legislative Assembly. 
The texts are completely unretouched; even grammatical and spelling 
errors remain uncorrected. One of the reasons for this decision to sac- 
rifice style to fidelity was that the reader or student can best use his 
own judgment if he has the original material before him. He can then de- 
cide how to use the material: he can reproduce it exactly, or he can edit 
it and improve upon its style in whatever way he judges most appropriate. 
The only editing imposed upon the work was never for purposes of literary 
style, but only to render collated passages less disjointed, truncated 
and confusing. The criterion was never that a passage was awkwardly 
phrased, but rather that it was incoherent. For example, even the habit- 
ual tense changes were newer altered to make them consistent so that not 
infrequently speakers in one debate are reported each in a different tense. 
In a fairly typical debate, "Sir Allan MacNab thinks" while "Captain Steele 


said" and "Mr. Cooke had opposed.'' The real editing work occurred in the 
earlier stage of the work, when the passages here reproduced as the recon- 
structed debates were selected. Therefore all elegancies of language are 
gratuitous, and such texts were invariably selected for content and not 
because of the felicity with which they were expressed, 

The parliamentary session of 1846, like that of 1844-45, is so long 
that it must be published in two volumes. The present volume consists of 
the debates from the opening day of the session, 20 March 1846, to 30 April 
1846, inclusive, followed by a proper name index. The subject index, how- 
ever, will only be included at the end of the second volume. 

This manuscript was typed in its final form by Miss Margaret Mackinnon 
and Miss Halina Monkiewicz. Miss Irene Bilas prepared and typed the very 
complex subject index which follows in the next volume. Miss Joan Galbraith 
also assisted in the production of this volume. The following pages are a 
testimony to their careful labour and patience. 





EXECUTIVE COUNCILLORS 


AND THEIR POSITIONS 


SECOND PARLIAMENT -—- SECOND SESSION 


20 March 1846 to 9 June 1846 


CAYLEY, William 
Member of the Executive Council: 
Inspector General: 


DALY, Dominick 
Member of the Executive Council: 
Provincial Secretary, Canada: 
Member of the Board of Works: 


DRAPER, William Henry 
Member of the Executive Council: 
Attorney General, U.C.: 
Member of the Board of Works: 


MORRIS, William 
Member of the Executive Council: 
Receiver General: 
Member of the Board of Works: 


Member of the Legislative Council: 


PAPINEAU, Denis Benjamin 
Member of the Executive Council: 
Commissioner of Crown Lands: 
Member of the Board of Works: 


SMITH, James 
Member of the Executive Council: 
Attorney General, L.C.: 


VIGER, Denis Benjamin 
Member of the Executive Council: 


President of the Executive Council: 


wo FNM NY 
S 
Q 
ct 


UGA omeon . Om Mate 848 


ESG4 Se COMmlOMManrelca8 


~. 1841 to 10 Mar. 1848 


1844 to 10 Mar. 1848 
1841 to 8 June 1846 


« 1843 to 28) May 1847 
. 1844 to 28 May 1847 


1844 to 8 June 1846 


. 1844 to 10 Mar. 1848 
. 1844 to 20 May 1847 


1844 to 8 June 1846 
841 to 29 June 1858 


5 IMSVAVA ere) 7) IDeya5  feyvA7/ 
PLGA EO Mya Dec. C47, 
. 1844 to 8 June 1846 


-) 1844 to 22 Apr. 1847 
~ M844) to) 22. Apr. 1847 


1843 to 17 June 1846 


5 ieyéie} tere) IL 7/ Aipiayes Ifey4N6 


MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


AND THEIR CONSTITUENCIES 


1846 
Armstrong, David Morrison...... Wewlelele satan DebbnLerseL.iG. 
Aylwin, Thomas Cushing.....++.+.ee. tee tee ULC DEC we ULE ys) Lie 5 
Baldwin, Robert...... oie. bin, sine avers iter Lore. FOUL Riding ~90.G%s 
Berthelot,, Amabile. ss oa sc © 60-6 06 lao oleae mrejais) Kamouraska, L.C. 
Bertrand, LoulS i.e. ss ees sce cece Po eewneeesRAmOUSKL, Lot. 
Boulton, William Henry..... Sopoopocdoucccoo Merdemce, Wale, Wwe. 
Bouthillier, Thomas.....0.c.sseene AododooDoumeS, laveKenlaeles, hl 
Brooks, Samuel..... Pore he eee a Sherbrooke, County, L.C. 
Cameron, Malcolits sacks e 8 os 0 sesamin esis Siete eet ees Die Ore 
Cauchon, Joseph_Edouard........ eve We ete .»..-eMontmorency, L.C. 
Cayley, Wild ame. sve cn ex's #05 6 wn iam eye wisiene Ao olnitheterni, (WisGc 
Chabot, Jean ns «ae a sis SiCtoRED veces vase Quebec, eC ity a 1.Cs 
Chalmers, George.....--» ee ee a aurenensas cisesHadbton; KaserRiding, «U.Gs 
Chauveau, Pierre: Joseph, Olivier........<...Quebee ,sCounty, Lic. 
Christie, RGObert....sscasceus Sines austell sete eee Sen ue Gr. 
Colville, BGSs.. as ce sas ss atoirgicw tier int apie etes sos Deauharnois, LC. 
Cummings, JaMe@S.....seeeeeeees (sitter ses ees seiucoly,, sou Radin et ue Gs 
Daly, Dominick..... fe) aije alts bs) wiig te (a) ae Uekon oe o sloletelete MOS ATi ter miler Gre. 
DeBleury, Charles Clément Sabrevois........Montreal, City, L.C. 
Desaulniers, FrangoiS.....+...-. stecgaeeess Dies Maunices, Le C. 
We Witte tases SACO Disretetenet is oslelle <a .ellei'errel ele retere qeekelotelaieremecLT Sibereels Gy. 
Drekson, a Wea lLtet iam! OTM. cre. sien onerenone socdocuNbiaysabesl, Iori, Walée 
Draper, William Henry......ssseeeees onereleman ete OLN OlLameul@ Wiiteme lene 
Drummond, Lewis Thomas...... sicleichenieneisns seem Orin Suite mala Gr 
Duggan, George Row wccessessvece joven tis sas CORK, Seconds hadgamp, | UmGr, 
Beata nent, dwar si. sctrets oieis as own vesve en Madahesex i Ul 
hestengnatephen) Swell... .sisie daa cme & sere OO Gu msliKeneisreyatal., WhalG, 
Brancnere.. TiMO CHGS. 5.<\-.0< ss ce ieters a ae aiisice, eet ACOA aL es oe ary Ae 
GomAiiig, Oral IMOEIRIES Goo poonoodnnoaoGobGOo ..eLeeds, U.C. 
Gribble 5. WiCWhiet Gao diode odome oon on Lc AE O00 ..-Champlain, L.C. 
Hadie, Edward wet. Wiis es ke Re Re ee Oe isispeoroisie elon hppa ys eee bay 
Healy, George BArKeL « Sissi cle wees ore -+.....eNorthumberland, South Riding, U.C. 
Jessup, Hamilton: Dibble... we .c eas ve ee oes y  GReHVA Le I URC. 
OME, PANELS sistem eo bm ee elie sonar ele oocvececsceMONbreau, county, L.G. 
disiineidoine,, HEMNECIS Sous oon 66d a0 #@ aie eee em oie sek VOEOn es Urals, 
Lacoste, Louis. ..seseses Seana ayene Csek wns owes s SORAMDLYS, LivGe 
Lafontaine, Louis Hippolyte........ J 0 oe le ere bDOnnes mls C:. 
Hanitderws Jacquesmehi lippenct. « s-« sles ate or ere a VELLICL IO gee ete 
haterricre, Mare Pascal de Sales... cde. <% Saguenay, L.C. 
Ieaite dys “lO SGP Hamruxiwe aw © srerens a aid says ale, eas ge OE OM ete iets 
BeEbou tile Oli. lsisreretene sieiers Sie sleisiels eee / DONAV ET Winer meat. Cres 
LeMoine, Benjamin Henry...... bores nas 9 Cate UMC ASAT. wl . 
Hes ie Wamegs. 2bdei «sxe Bde a) ecuirat age ‘viet nt VELCNehesenL C, 
Macdonald, John ie ani derns 1osectccccnes *hINGStON, GLty, U.cC, 
Macdonald, John Sandfield......... ooeeeeee Glengarry, U.C. 


Macdonald, Roland oc sos se(s:u @ Mei y ete cele MUOM Wer am Uw kr 


Wales 


Macdoneld:, Donal diAenedsre. ole. f. cine’ « SOHO Gar Stormont, U.C. 

Macdonel 1, George... css «s.caaals? 3 RIS ERE .Dundas, U.C. 

MacNab, Allan Napier......-.. aii sieutameVel ourerel eels eie'e Hamilton, Gilty, UcsCr 
McConnell, John... .. sess sccccsesecs OD OFO CACO TO Stanstead, L.C. 

Merritt, William Hamilton. iv idils ctecics e). deielidneoin,, North Riding) Ui «C.. 
Methot, Antoine Prosperewii.< sees Pee e swe Nicolet, L-c, 

Neyer semana CHONE SY... craw aarerecreisieraerain yee see se Northumberland, North Riding, U.C. 
Moffatt, George....-- avercsieleel(ehele\isielelielisiislsiicllei/elisie ¢ Montreal, City, CG: 
Monro, George ee ones Rreleverete aheuene. Ghseee nie alieliaineitel ci leate Naonele phidend Riding, UG. 
Morin, Augustin Norbert..... SG MateyeKelb = “die isl are cats Bellechasse, L.C. 

Murney, Edmund....+-.++eeeee sulelioieitaie) #)leleNaliee/ielels Hastings, U.C. 

Nelsons WOK 6 aks. esc as cewiese cee ee ccs sRIChelLieu, Lac. 

Papineau, Denis Benjamin......... Seri OOK Ottawa, County, L.C. 
Petrie; APCHiDalid.. cco. 6 05 oe ei eerdetene ates So Doc, WAG. 

Powel PS Teracie Wood caw. Getclete a eiele ease ial Me NOLO senha Gre 

Price, James AGE VeY ous. c7ee sy clare Wile die aie sl edie York, Pirse Riding ...U.c. 
PEATE PESO Mil, eee wets cee eee ce ees oles we ek Hssex, U.C. 

Raich Glee SRO ett eureretetetelelelonelclelelelvicls sieleele ese  MOXLORG), MUNG 

Robinson, rn Benya. Mild tees <clsss soameoe,: UsC, 

RODLIs MIONW hg eres be ce thecls Ces ceca tes ce rince Hdwand yu +e 
ROUBGEAU, MIZEOI ceisis 66h ot tle 6) 6% ere wise 24) esi ane oie Yamaska, L.C. 

SEOtCt Wiliam Henry. s,s rcce sess eve es es lwo Mountains, L.C. 
BevMOUur, Bem jamin. sacs venice eos 6 eee se oe .Lennox and Addington, U.C. 
Sherwood, George....-.- acaite Sele ai odarnrapatate lara «er eiehs Brockville, .¢s 
Sherwood, Henry... ess osc cci esi vite ee ae ee Toronto, 1Oityy aCe 
Smith, Harmanus....«>» 4.000 OOOO D.Omr0 OOOO Ba eo Wentworth, U.C. 

Smith. Henrys. «ates « AO AC ae SO a Frontenac, Us. 

Smiths dames as caress Bis aie avaye ceiver ince eles" 0) 6 slate," is Missisquor, LC. 

Stewatit.e NGd lire sist sie SHOES STUDD UGOOIO oO Noma so PEescot tem UG 

DE WS Witt WL ae th oe oa oaenasdes) €f0 io! a miniacie ia ais Bis Shes -Bytown, U.C. 

PEACHES St terrier t ASC Nag were ate ays ole) 0) 070 e005 evel hehe sigan 

TASCHErCAU, DOSED. ANGEG. .. steees aie e.0 sls e006 Dorchester,, 15.0. 
Thompson, David.....-. Seta an ecelatetereteters cis. ...eHaldimand, U.C. 

Viger, Denis Benjamin... .-.sseceees pi avadtpeh aus a Three Rivers, Town, L.C. 
Watts, Robere NGeent ws secu 663055 wc 090 ole ge DAG MOT Get Gr 

Webateim.) \aMeG ste. sistas ms aleig out ow. bisa. 6 6 ote oe os Halton, West Riding, U.C. 
Willtame, John THe Ker .giiccle o's scilee. sos ae oles Durham, U.C. 

Woods: 3GSEDR ini acs se sh ace ein ev tesa ae WrertelCe Mites) aU Gre 


1. William Dunlop resigned his seat between sessions and Cayley was subsequently 
elected in Huron, 28 February 1846. 


2. Johnston resigned his seat 14 May 1846 and G. Lyon was subsequently elected in 
Carleton, 23 June 1846. 


3. Macdonald resigned his seat and John Hillyard Cameron was subsequently elected 
in Cornwall, 17 August 1846. 


ix 


Roblin was appointed Collector of Customs in May 1846 and Roger Bates Conger 
was subsequently elected in Prince Edward, 1 July 1846. 


Joseph André Taschereau was elected in Dorchester, 15 September 1845, after 
the death of the incumbent member, Pierre Elzéar Taschereau. 


FRIDAY, 20 MARCH 1846.1 


Message to at- A MESSAGE from Hts Excellency, the Admintstrator 
tend _ the Ad- of the Government, by Frederick Starr Jarvis, Esqutre, 
mintstrator of Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod. 


the Govern- 


MR. SPEAKER: 
ment. 


Hts Excellency, the Administrator of the Govern- 
ment, destres the tmmedtate attendance of this Honour- 
able House, tn the Legislative Council Chamber. 

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, with the House, went to the Counetl Cham- 
ber:--And betng returned 





Writs tssued Mr. Speaker acquainted the House, that he had is- 
tn the Recess. sued hits warrants to the Clerk of the Crown in Chan- 


eery, to make out new wrtts for the electton of Mem- 
bers to serve tn the present Provinctal Parltament tn the room of Mem- 
bers whose seats had become vacant; and that the Clerk of this House 
had received from the said Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery, the follow- 
tng Certtfitcates of Returns of Members, elected during the recess, upon 
the satd new urtts. 


Provinee of Canada. 


Office of the Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery, 
Montreal, 23rd July, 1845. 


Town of Three Thts ts to certify that in virute of a writ of 
Rivers. election, dated the twenty-stxth day of June last 


past, tssued by His Excellency, the Governor tn Chtef, 
and directed to the Returning Officer for the Town of Three Rivers, 
(Louts Euzébe Destlets, Esquire,) for the election of one Member to 
represent the Town of Three Rivers in the present Parltanent, in the 
room of the late Edward Gretve, Esqutre, deceased, the Honourable Denis 
Benjamin Viger has been returned as duly elected accordingly, as ap- 
pears by the return to the satd writ, dated the fourteenth day of July 
instant, which ts lodged of record in my office. 


FELIX FORTIER, 
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery. 
To W. B. LINDSAY, Esquire, 
Clerk of the Legislattve Assembly. 


Provinee of Canada. 


Office of the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, 
Montreal, 17th September, 1845. 


County o This ts to certify that in virtue of a writ of 
Dorchester. election, dated the twenty-first day of August last 

past, tssued by His Excellency, the Governor in Chief, 
and dtreeted to the Returning Officer for the County of Dorchester 
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(Jean Bte. Bonneville, Esquire) for the election of one Member to repre- 
sent the County of Dorchester in the present Parliament, in the room of 
the late Pierre Elzéar Taschereau, Esquire, deceased, Joseph André Tasche- 
requ, Esqutre, has been returned as duly elected accordingly, as appears 
by the return to the satd writ, dated the fifteenth day of September 
instant, which ts lodged of record in my office. 


FELIX FORTIER, 
Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery. 





To W. B. LINDSAY, Esquire, 
Clerk of the Legtslative Assembly. 


Provinee of Canada. 


Office of the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, 
Montreal, 11th March, 1846. 








County of This ts to certtfy, that in virtue of a writ of 
Huron. eleetion, dated the twenty-stxth day of January last 


past, tssued by His Excelleney, the Admintstrator of 

the Province, and directed to the Returning Offtcer for the County of 
Huron, (John Macdonald, Esqutre, ) for the electton of one Member, to 
represent the County of Huron in the present Parliament, in the room of 
William Dunlop, Esqutre, who had restgned hts seat, the Honourable Wil- 
Liam Cayley has been returned as duly elected accordingly, as appears 
by the return to the satd writ, dated the twenty-eighth day of February 
now Last past, whteh ts lodged of record in my office, 


FELIX FORTIER, 
Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery. 





To W. B. LINDSAY, Esqutre, 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 
MR. DEBLEURY 2 and MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU introduced the Hon. 
Viger, as Member for Three Rivers. 
MESSRS. AT. GEN. DRAPER and AT. GEN. SMITH introduced Mr. Taschereau.4 
MESSRS. MOFFATT and ROBINSON introduced Mr. Cayley. 








(1) 
Members take The Honourable Denis Benjamin Viger, Member for 
oath and the Town of Three Rivers; Joseph André Taschereau, 
thetr_ seats. Esquire, Member for the County of Dorchester; and 
(2) 


the Honourable Willtam Cayley, Member for the County of Huron; having 
previously taken the oath, according to law, and subsertbed, before the 
Commisstoners, the roll contatning the same, took thetr seats in the 
House. 





Publte O Ordered.--That the Honourable Mr. Attorney General 
Oath Bill. Draper have leave to bring in a Bill to tndemntfy 
certain publte offtcers and others, who may not 
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have taken the oaths of them, by law required. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time. 


Mr. Speaker Mr. Speaker then reported that, when the House 
reports Speech. did attend His Excellency, the Administrator of the 
Government, thts day in the Legitslattve Counetl Cham- 
ber; His Excellency was pleased to make a Speech to both Houses of the 
Provinetal Parltament; of whtch Mr. Speaker said he had, to prevent mis- 
takes, obtatned a copy, which he read to the House, and ts as followeth:-- 


Speech. Honourable Gentlemen of the Legtslative Council, and 
Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly, 

The duty of opening this Sesston of Parliament has necessarily de- 
volved upon me as Administrator of the Government, in consequence of 
the lamented departure of the late Governor General. But I am com- 
manded at the same time to make known to you that the Queen has been 
gractously pleased permanently to designate me as Her Majesty's future 
Representative in thts Provtnee. 

In announctng to you the fact of my havtng thus become the Successor 
of Lord Metealfe, you will, I feel assured, concur with me tn the expres- 
ston of stneere regret at the patnful cause whtech has removed thts dis- 
tingutshed Nobleman from a Station, the Duttes of whtch, he dtscharged 
with a zeal and abiltty, that on every occaston won for him the highest 
approbation of his Sovereign, and the respect and gratitude of the Peo- 
ple over whom he prestded as Her Representative. 

The several Addresses to the Queen which were adopted during the 
last Session of the Legislature have been laid at the foot of the 
Throne. It will be my pleasing duty to announce to you Her Majesty's 
gractous Repltes. 

I should under any ctrcumstances have directed your early attentton 
to the condttton of the Milttia Law. But the unsettled state of the 
Negottattons whitch have been for some time past carrted on between the 
Imperial Government and that of the Untted States of America, renders 
tt imperative upon me to press more immediately on your constderation 
the necesstty of a reorganization of this arm of the publte defence. 

I feel the most unbounded confidence that the loyalty and patrtottsm 
of every Class of Her Majesty's Subjects tn Canada will be consptcuous, 
as they have been heretofore, should occaston call for thetr services 
to atid in the protection of thetr Country; but a well digested and 
untform system ts indispensable to give a fitting dtrectton to the 
most zealous efforts. At the same time I feel warranted in assuring 
you that, while our Gracious Sovereign will ever rely on the free and 
Loyal attachment of Her Canadian People for the defence of this Prov- 
tnee, and the matntenance of British Connexton, Her Majesty wtll be 
prepared, as Her Predecessors have always been, to provide with promp- 
titude and energy, corresponding with the power and resources of the 
Emptre, for the securtty of Her North Amertean Domintons. 

The subject of the Civil List, which was brought under your consid- 
eration by my predecessor, will doubtless engage your attention, when 
I trust to your wisdom to make such a Proviston as will enable Her 
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Majesty to give effect to your wishes, by recommending to the Imperial 
Parliament the requtstte changes tn the Act of Re-unton. 


Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly, 
The Finanetal Accounts of the Provinee for the past year wtll be 


immediately latd before you. The estimates for the service of the cur- 
rent year will be likewtse submitted for your early consideratton. 

The necessity of provtding for the prosecution and completion of the 
public tmprovements undertaken wtth the sanctton of Parltament, wtll form 
a subject for your deliberation. 

It affords me pleasure to be able to tnform you that the Revenue of 
the past year has not fallen short of the expectations which were enter- 
tained of tts amount, and I rely on your willingness to make such pro- 
vtston for the public service, as a due regard to the interests of the 
people may requtre. 


Honourable Gentlemen, and 

Gentlemen of the Legtslattve Assembly, 

Stnee your last meeting, the anctent City of Quebec has been sub- 
jected to unexampled calamity in the successtve ftres whtch latd waste 
its buildings. Measures, rendered indispensable by the extgency, were 
adopted by my Predecessor, which wtll be sent down for your approval. 

The sympathy and benevolence of different porttons of the British 
Emptre, were roused into acttve exercise by the knowledge of the severe 
infliction with whitch tt had pleased Divine Provtdence to permtt the 
Cittzens of Quebec to be vitstted, and we have the strongest reasons 
for apprectating the noble generostty which has been exhtbited, and whtch 
has proved how truly the tnhabttants of Canada are felt by the people of 
Great Britain, to be Brethren and fellow subjects of the same mighty 
Natton. It wtll be for your wtsdom to constder what further measures 
tt may be proper to adopt, for the restoratton of what has been thus 
destroyed. 

The last tntelligence from the Mother Country tndicates a most im- 
portant change tn the Commerctal Policy of the Empire. I had prevtously 
taken oeecaston to press upon Her Majesty's Government a due constdera- 
tton of the effect, that any contemplated alteration might have on the 
interests of Canada. But until we have a fuller exposttton of the pro- 
jected Scheme, which a few days wtll probably bring to us, tt would be 
premature to anttctpate that the claims of thts Province to a just 
measure of protectton had been overlooked. 

In these and the vartous other subjects affecting the prosperity 
of Canada, whteh may oceupy you, I offer my hearty co-operation; and 
I earnestly trust that under the direction of an all-wtse Providence, 
we shall be enabled to pursue a course caleulated to promote the best 
interests, and to foster the rising growthof this raptdly advancing 
Colony. 


On motton of Mr. Smith, of Frontenac, seconded by the Honourable 
Mr. DeBleury, 


Postage. Ordered, That the Clerk be directed to charge to 
the contingenetes of the House, the postage on 
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all letters not exceeding one ounce tn wetght, and on printed papers, 
to and from Members of this House, during the present Sesston, provided 
that when Pettttons to this House are enclosed, the postage thereon 
shall be charged, without restriction as to weight. 


On motion of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, seconded 
by the Honourable Mr. Cayley, 


Speech to be Ordered, That the Speech of His Excellency, the 
considered. Admintstrator of the Government, this day de- 
(3) 


ltvered to both Houses of the Provinetal Legislature, be taken into 
constderatton on Monday next. 


To be printed. Ordered, That two hundred and fifty coptes of the 
satd Speech be printed, in each of the English 
and French languages, for the use of the Members of this House. 





Petitton of A Petttton of Robert Riddell, Esquire, the Sitting 
R. Riddell, Member for the County of Oxford, was presented to the 
Esq., sttting House by Mr. Smith of Frontenac, and the same was re- 
Member for eetved and read, setting forth:--That on the petitton 
Oxford. of Francis Hineks, of the City of Montreal, Esquire, 


against the election and return of your satd petttton- 
er, tt was ordered by this Honourable House, on the fifteenth January, 
one thousand etght hundred and forty-five, "That the Pettttoners com- 
platning of the undue election and return of Robert Riddell, Esquire, 
for the County of Oxford, and the Sitting Member for the said County, 
do exchange on or before the first day of February next, at eleven 
o'clock, A.M., ltsts of the voters objected to, giving the several 
heads of objection, and dtstinguishing the same against the names of 
the voters excepted to by them respectively; such ltsts to be delivered 
as follows, that ts to say, the ltst on the part of the Petittoners to 
be deltvered to or left at the restdence of Stmon F. Robertson, Esqutre, 
as agent for the Sitting Member, at Woodstock, and the list on the part 
of the Sttttng Member to be delivered or left at the residence of Mr. 
George Henry, at Woodstock, as agent for the pettttoners." That no 
service, as requtred by the satd order, was ever made by the said Francis 
Hineks, nor was any such list left, as thereby directed. That the Com- 
misstoners, to whom the taking of the evidence under the satd Petition 
was referred, did proceed, notwithstanding the protestations of your 
satd Pettttoner, to take, and dtd take the evtdenee, under the satd 
Commisston, and the said Franets Hineks dtd adduce and bring proof, for 
the purpose of setting astde the votes of a number of persons who had 
voted for your Pettttoner, although there had not been served on your 
said Petitioner, or left wtth or at the residence of the satd agent 
of your satd Petitioner, any such list, contatning etther the names of 
the voters objected to, or the nature of the objecttons to be brought 
against them, as requtred by the order of your Honourable House, nor, 
tn fact, was any ltst whatsoever delivered or’left. That your satd 
Petitioner was, thereby, deprived of the advantage allowed to him by 





6 


law, and could not be prepared to rebut the objections so brought and 
urged by the said Franets Hineks, against certain of the voters of your 
said petitioner. That your Pettttoner did duly serve and leave his list 
of objected voters, on the satd Francts Hineks and hts agent, as re- 
quired by the satd order, and that the satd Francis Hincks on the seru- 
tiny, and before the Commtsstoners dtd confine your petitioner strictly 
to the adduction of evtdence, regarding the votes of such voters alone 
as were named tn the said ltst, and did even object to any proof betng 
offered, when the spelling of the name tn the said list dtffered from 
that eontatned tn the Poll Book. That thereby your Petitioner was 
greatly inconventenced and damntfted, and could not prosecute his 
serutiny with advantage, and the satd Francts Hinecks obtained a great 
and evtdent advantage over your Pettttoner, by being possessed of the 
names of objected voters, and wtth the nature of the objecttons. That 
the said Commtsstoners have, as your Petittoner believes, returned 

the evidence so taken by them to the Speaker of thts Honourable House, 
and that the same wtll, doubtless, be tn due course laid before the 
Committee appointed to try the mertts of the satd Petition. That the 
satd non-compltance with the order of this Honourable House may not be 
apparent on the face of the proceedings, so to be latd before the said 
Committee, and that thereby the satd Committee may proceed to adjudge 
and determine on the merits of the said Petttton, without your Petitton- 
er betng permitted or having tt tn hts power to shew the trregularity, 
error, omtssiton, and vice aforesaid; and great tnjustice may hereby be 
done to your Petitioner wtthout the satd Commtttee having tt in their 
power to do justice to your satd Petitioner. Wherefore your Pettttoner 
prays the intervention of thts Honourable House, and that he may be 
heard on the satd Petttion by hts Counsel, and that tt may be declared 
and resolved, that, for want of the proper service aforesaid, the said 
Commisstoners ought not to have proceeded wtth the satd scrutiny, and 
that the proceedings of the satd Commisstoners were and are tllegal, 
and null and votd, and that tt may be ordered and resolved, that the 
satd Committee should not receive the satd Commtsston, or, that tf re- 
eetved, they should not proceed therewith until proof sattsfactory to 
thts House should be offered to, and recetved by this Honourable House, 
that the satd order of the satd fifteenth day of January, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-ftve was complted wtth. 


Pettttons The followtng Petitions were severally brought 
brought up. up and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Christte,--The Petition of A. J. Wolff, 
Esquire, of Valcartter, in the County of Quebec; the Petition of the 
Reverend R. Short and others, members of the Church of England, in the 
Partsh of Cape Cove, in the District of Gaspé; and the Petition of 
Joseph Cormter, Esquire, and others of the Magdalen Islands, in the 
County and Distrtet of Gaspé. 

By Mr. Prinee,--The Petition of John W. Dempsey, of the City of 
Toronto; and the Petition of Thomas M'Crae and others, of that part 
of the Province formerly Upper r Canada. 

By Mr. Wtlltams,--The Petitton of Willtam Rowe and others, of the 
Townships of Clarke and Hope, in the District of Newcastle. 











By Mr. Meyers,--The Petition of the Prestdent and Board of Police of 
the Town of Cobourg. 

By the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, the Petition of the Quebec Board of 
Trade. 

By the Honourable Mr. Viger,--The Petition of P. B. Dumoultn and P. 
E. Vezina, Esqutres, of Three Rivers. 


Then, on motton of Mr. Gowan, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Soltei- 
tor General Sherwood, 


The House adjourned unttl Monday next. 


APPENDIX, 20 MARCH 1846. 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: POSTAGE.))6 


MR. ROBINSON gave notice of a motion for an Address to Her Majesty, 
praying that the communication between Great Britain and these Provinces 
by the Royal Mail Steamers, may be more frequent during the winter months; 
and also praying for a reduction in the rate of Postage throughout the 
Province. / 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: RAILROADS.))8 


COL. PRINCE gave several notices regarding Railroads in the Western 
part of the Province. 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: SIR JAMES STUART.))1° 


M. AYLWIN a donné avis “qu'aussit6t que cela s'accorderait avec les 
usages parlementaires, il fera motion d'uneadresse 4 Son Excellency pour 
la prier de vouloir communiquer 4 la chambre des copies de toutes de- 
mandes (ainsi que leurs dates respectives), qui peuvent avoir été faites 
au gouver((ne))ment impérial ou au gouvernement provincial par Sir James 
Stuart, baronet, et juge en chef du Bas-Canada, de le décharger de toute 
obligation de remplir les devoirs de sa charge de président de la cour 
de la reine, pour le district de Québec, qui est maintenant en session 
a Québec en vertu de la loi; et de lui permettre de résider a Montréal 
depuis le 10 du présent mois jusqu'a cette date." 


(CNOTICE OF MOTION RE: GASPE.)) 


MR. CHRISTIE —o notice of five bills relating to Gaspé and the 
Magdalen Islands. 2 


((NOTICE OF QUESTION RE: PETIT JURIES.)) 
M. COLVILLE a donné avis qu'il demanderait 4 1l'administration si 


c'était son intention d'introduire un bill pour pourvoir au paiement 
des petits jurés dans le Bas-—Canada. 


FOOTNOTES - 20 MARCH 1846. 
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LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 24 March 1846, gives the following list of 
members present at the opening of Parliament, as well as those who 
were absent: "Armstrong, Aylwin, Baldwin, Berthelot, Boulton, Bou- 
tillier, Cameron, Cauchon, Cayley, Chalmers, Chauveau, Christie, 
Colvile, Cummings, Daly, DeBleury, Dewitt, Draper, Drummond, Duggan, 
Ermatinger, Foster, Franchére, Gowan, Jessup, Johnston, Lafontaine, 
Lantier, Laurin, LeMoine, Leslie, Macdonald, (Cornwal)(sic), Macdo- 
nald, (Glengary), Macdonald, (Kingston), Macdonell, (Stormont), Mac- 
Nab, McConnell, Méthot, Meyers, Moffatt, Morin, Nelson, Papineau, 
Petrie, Price, Prince, Riddell, Robinson, Roblin, Rousseau, Scott, 
Seymour, Scherwood (sic), (Brockville), Scherwood, (sic), (Toronto), 
Smith, (Frontenac), Smith, (Missisquoi), Stewart, (Bytown), Stewart, 
(Prescott), Taché, Taschereau, Viger, Watts, Webster, Williams, Woods. 
Membres absents: Bertrand, Brooks, Chabot, Desaunier, Dickson, Guil- 
let, Hale, Hall, Jobin, Lacoste, LaTerriére, LeBoutillier, Macdonell, 
(Dundas), Merritt, Monro, Murney, Powell, Smith, (Wentworth), Thomp- 
son." LA MINERVE, 23 March 1846, copied by LE CANADIEN, 23 March 
1846, also lists the members present, noting which had recently arriv- 
ed at the Seat of Government. 

The following exchange was reported by: LA MINERVE, 23 March 1846, 
copied by LE CANADIEN, 23 March 1846; and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 

2 April 1846, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 26 March 1846, and MIRROR, 20 
March 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 20 March 1846. 

EBRD. 

IBID. 

The following notice was reported by: PILOT, 20 March 1846; and 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 23 March 1846, BRITISH COLONIST, 27 March 1846, 
COBOURG STAR, 25 March 1846, KINGSTON NEWS, 26 March 1846, and the 
GLOBE, 31 March 1846, in identical accounts. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 23 March 1846, 

The following notice was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 23 March 
1846, BRITISH COLONIST, 27 March 1846, COBOURG STAR, 25 March 1846, 
KINGSTON NEWS, 26 March 1846, and GLOBE, 31 March 1846, in identical 
accounts. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 23 March 1846. 

The following notice was reported by: MIRROR, 20 March 1846, MONT- 
REAL GAZETTE, 23 March 1846, COBOURG STAR, 25 March 1846, KINGSTON 
NEWS, 26 March 1846, BRITISH COLONIST, 27 March 1846, and GLOBE, 

31 March 1846, in identical accounts; LA MINERVE, 23 March 1846, 
copied by LE CANADIEN, 23 March 1846; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 24 March 
1846; PILOT, 20 March 1846; and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 26 March 1846, 
in an account identical to that in ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 2 April 
1846. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 24 March 1846. 

PILOT, 20 March 1846. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 24 March 1846. 


MONDAY, 23 MARCH 1846. 


(3) 
Pettttons THE followtng Petitions were severally brought 
brought _up. up and laid on the table:-- 


By Mr. Woods,--the Petition of George W. Foot, 
Esquire, and others, of the townships of Norwich, Dover, Chatham, and 
Sombra. 

By Mr. Colvile,--the Petttton of Isaac Law and others. 

By Mr. Sherwood of Brockvtlle,--the Petition of the Reverend William 
H. Gunning and others, members of the United Church of England and Ire- 
land, tn the County of Leeds, in the Diocese of Toronto. 

By the Honourable Mr. Robtnson,--the Petition of R. Henry and others, 
members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, tn Cobourg and its 
vtetntty, tn the Dtocese of Toronto; the Petition of the Municipal 
Council of the District of Simcoe, (relating to the Common School Act); 





(4) 
and the Petttion of the Mmtctpal Counctl of the District of Stmcoe, 
(relating to a Tax on Wild Lands.) 

By Mr. Chalmers,--the Petttton of John Urquhart and others, of the 
Tomships of Trafalgar, Esquesing, and Erin, in the Home and Gore Dis- 
tricts. 

By Mr. Cummings,--the Petition of the Muntetpal Council of the 
District of Niagara. 

By Mr. Cameron,--the Petttton of the Prestdent, Directors, and 
Company of the Great Western RailRoad, (relating to a Magnetic Tetle- 
graph); and the Petitton of the President, Directors, and Company of 
the Great Western Ratlroad, (relating to certain amendments tn the char- 
ter of the satd Company.) 

By Mr. M'Connell,--the Petition of C. Jackson and others, Trustees 
of the Charleston Academy. 

By Mr. Willtams,--the Petittton of the Reverend Jonathan Short an 
others, members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in Port 
Hope. 

By Mr. Stewart of Bytown,--the Petittton of Donald Cameron of the 
township of Thorah, in the Home District. 

By Mr. Leslte,--the Petttton of E. Guy, Esquire, and others, resid- 
ing on the Lower Lachine road; and the Petition of Toussaint Méloche 
and others, of the Parishes of St. Geneviéve, tn the Island of Montreal, 
and St. Raphael, in l'Ile Bizard. 

By Mr. Bouttllter,--the Petttton of Marte Honorine Pinsoneault (dite 
St. Joseph) and others, the Relitgtous Sisters of Chartty of the Hotel 
Dteu of the Partsh of St. Hyactnthe, in the County of St. Hyacinthe. 

By Mr. Chauveau,--the Petition of the Reverend George L. Lemoine 
and others, of the County of Quebee; and the Petition n of De Dominique Le Le 
Frangoits and others, of the Parish of St. Ambrotse de la Jeune Lorette. 

By Mr. Wobaton, <<e Petition of the Mmtctpal Council of the Dis- 
triet of Wellington. 
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By Mr. Meyers,--the Petition of Henry Ruttan and others, of the 
Toomshtp of Hamilton, in the District of Newcastle. 

By Mr. Laurtn,--the Petttion of Jean Marte Robitaille and others, 
of the Parish of L'Anctenne Lorette; the Petition of Pterre Busstére, 
and others, of the Parishes of St. Henrt and St. Istdore, in the County 
of Dorchester; and the Petition of Francois Laroche, of the Parish of 
St. Augustin, in the County of Portneuf. 

By the Honourable Mr. Daly,--the Petition of Willtam Hall, Esquire, 
and others, of the Townshtps of Broughton, Tring, Forsyth, © aie: 
and Leeds, in the County of Megantic. 

By Mp. Mr. Ermatinger,--the Petition of the Reverend Thomas B. Read 
and others, members of the United Church of England and Ireland, in 
the Parish of Port Burwell, tn the Diocese of Toronto; and the Petttton 
of the Reverend Fr Franets William Sandys and others, members of the 
United Church of England -and Ireland, in Stewart and other Townships, 
tn the Dtocese of Toronto. 

By Mr. Macdonald of Cornwall,--the Petttion of the Prestdent and 
Board of Police of the Town of Cormwall. 

By the Honourable Mr. Soltecttor General Sherwood, --the Petttton of 
the Church Soctety of the Diocese of Toronto. 

By Mr. Méthot,--the Petitton of Pierre Garette and others, of the 
Parish of St. Antotne de la Bate du Febvre, tn the County of Yamaska; 
and the Petition en Moyse Lemire and others, of the Parish of St. Antotne 

















of the ete of Sees in the District of pernee Edward. 

By Mr. Hale,--the Petitton of John Felton, Esquire, of the Town of 
Sherbrooke, and the Petition of the Reverend: Richard Lonsdele and others, 
members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in the Diocese of 
Quebec. 

By Mr. Maedonnell of Dundas,--the Petition of the Muntectpal Counetl 
of the Eastern District. 





Pettttons read. Pursuant to the order of the day, the follow- 
tng Pettttons were read: -- 

Of A. J. Wolff, Esquire, of Valeartier, in the County of Quebec; 
praying to be indemnified for certain losses sustained by htm, whtle 
superintending the constructton of the road between Metts and the Lake 
Matapediac. 

Of the Reverend R. Short and others, members of the Church of Eng- 
Land, in the Parish of Cape Cape Cove, in the District of Gaspé; praying 
that measures may be adopted for vesting in the Church Soctety of the 
Diocese of Quebec, for the benefit of the said Church, such a portton 
of the Clergy Rese Reserve Lands as shall correspond wtth thetr share of the 
tneome artsing from the same. 

Of Joseph Cormier, Esquire, and others , of the Magdalen Islands, 
in the County and District of Gaspé ; praying that the satd Islands may 
not be annexed to the Island of Prince Edward; and that certain alterattons 
may be made tn the admintstration of Justtce in the same. 
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Of Thomas M'Crae and others, of that part of the Province, formerly 
Upper Canada; praytng for an extenston of the time allowed for the com- 
pletion of the Niagara and Detrott Rivers Rattlroad. 

Of John W. Dempsey, of the City of Toronto; praying that such mea- 
sures may be adopted as shall enable the Court of Queen's Bench to 
admit him to practise as an Attorney thereof. 

Of Willtam Rowe and others, of the Townshtps of Clarke and Hope, 
tn the Distriet of Newcastle; praying for the passing of an Act to 
incorporate "the Granby Harbour Company," with power to erect a Wharf 
and form a Harbour. 

Of the President and Board of Poltce of the Town of Cobourg; pray- 
ing that certain amendments be made to the Act establishing a Police 
in the satd Town. 

Of the Quebee Board of Trade; praying for certain amendments in the 
present rates of Customs Duttes. 

Of P.B. Dumoulin and P.E. Vezina, Esquires, of Three Rivers; pray- 
ing that the revenue and management of the Common, sttuated within the 
Muntctpaltty of Three Rivers, be placed under the controul of the said 
Muntctpality, and for other purposes, and that a Bill to that effect be 
passed. 








Petitions Resolved, That the Petitton of John W. Dempsey, 
referred: of the City of Toronto, be referred to .a 
Select Committee, composed of Mr. Prince, the 
Of J. W. Honourable Mr. Soltcitor General Sherwood 
Dempsey. and Mr. Gowan, to examine the contents thereof, 


and to report thereon wtth all conventent speed, 
by Bill or otherwise; wtth power to send for persons, papers, and records. 





Of Thomas Resolved, That the Petition of Thomas M'Crae and 
M'Crae and others, of that part of the Province, formerly 
others. Upper Canada, be referred to a Select Committee, 


composed of Mr. Prince, Mr. Woods, Mr. Webster 
Mr. Ermatinger, and Mr. Cummings, to examine the contents thereof, and 
to report thereon with all conventent speed, by Bill or otherwise; with 
power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Of Board Resolved, That the Petition of the President and 
Police oF, Board of Police of the town of Cobourg, be 
Cobourg. referred to a Select Committee, composed of 


Mr. Meyers, Mr. Williams, and Mr. Hail, to 
examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent 
speed, by Bill or otherwise, with power to send for persons, papers, 
and records. 


(5) 
County of Mr. Wrlltams from the Select Committee, appointed 
Middlesex to try the merits of the Petttton of William Notman, 
Election. Esquire, of Dundas, in the Gore District, complaining 


of the undue Electton and Return of Edward Ermatinger, 
Esquire, to represent the County of Mtddlesex, in thts present Parliament; 
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reported that the Commttee met at twelve o'clock, noon, on Saturday 
last, pursuant to the Statute, but were unable to proceed to business 
tn consequence of the absence of thetr Chairman, Mr. Dickson, and 
Messteurs Desaunter, Lacoste, and Taché; they accordingly watted until 
one o'clock, and then directed him to report the same to the House at 
tbe Meee STeting. 

And, further, that the Committee met thts day, but Messieurs Dickson 
and Lacoste being again absent, they were obltged to adjourn. 


County of Mr. Willtans, Chatrman of the Select Commttee, 
West Halton appotnted to try the merits of the Petttton of James 
Election. Durand, Esquire, complaining of the undue Election 


and Return of James Webster, Esquire, the Sitting 

Member for the West Riding of the County of Halton; reported that the 
Committee met on Saturday last, at twelve o'clock, pursuant to the Statute; 
but tn consequence of the absence of Mr. Lacoste and Mr. Chabot, Members 
of the Committee, they were unable to proceed to business. 

And, further, that the Committee met thts morning, at ten o'clock, 
pursuant to adjournment, but Mr. Lacoste being agatn absent, they were 
obliged to adjourn without proceeding to business. 


County of Ox- Mr. Chauveau, Chatrman of the Select Committee, 
ford Electton. appointed to try the merits of the Petition of 


the Honourable Francts Hineks, of the City of Mon- 

treal; complaining of the undue Election and Return of Robert Riddell, 
Esquire, Sitting Member for the County of Oxford; reported that the 
Committee met on Saturday last, at twelve o'clock, pursuant to the Statute; 
but tn consequence of the absence of Mr. Bertrand, Mr. Dickson, and Mr. 
Lacoste, Members of the Committee, they were unable to proceed to business. 

And, further, that the Committee met thts morning at ten o'clock, 
pursuant to adjournment, but Mr. Bertrand, Mr. Dickson, and Mr. Lacoste 
being again absent, they adjourned without proceeding to business. 


Members to Ordered, That Mr. Dtckson, Member for the County 
attend in of Ntagara, Mr. Desaunter, Member for the 
thetr places. County of St. Maurtce, Mr. Lacoste, Member 


for the County of Chambly, Mr. Mr. Taché, Member 
for the County of L'Islet, Mr. Chabot, Member for the City of y of Quebec, 
and Mr. Bertrand, Member for the County of Rimouski, do severally 
attend in thetr places in thts House to-morrow. 


Magdalen Ordered, That Mr. Christte have leave to bring in 
Istands Bilt. a Bill relating to the Magdalen Islands, in 


the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and to enable the 
inhabitants, householders thereof, to establish a Municipal Counetl tn 
the satd Islands. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second ttme on Monday next. 


Gaspé Mar- Ordered, That Mr. Christie have leave to bring in 
riages Bill. a Bill to make proviston for the legal proof 
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of certain informal marriages had, antertor to a certain date therein 
mentioned, before Justices of the Peace, and others, in the Inferior 
District of Gaspé, as ratified by Act of the Legislature of Lower 
Canada, but whereof no Register or Records have been kept, and for 
recording the same, ineluding also certain births or baptisms and 
burials in the satd District. 

He accordingly presented the same Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Monday next. 


Gaspé Muntct- Ordered, That Mr. Christte have leave to bring 
palities Bill. tn a Btll relating to certain Municipaltttes 


tn Gaspé not regularly established according 
to Law, and to remedy the defect, and for other purposes. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Monday next. 








Gas spe General Ordered, That Mr. Christte have leave to bring 
= stons of the in a Btll for the better Administration of 
Peace Bill. Justice tn the General Sesstons of the Peace 


for Gaspé, and to prevent charges upon the 
treasury of the Province for unnecessartly summoning Jurors thereto. 
He accordingly presented the said Btll to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Monday next. 


Annual Vtstta- Ordered, That Mr. Christie have leave to bring 
ELOMMBT Like tn a Bill for the annual visitation of certain 


Institutions tn thts Province, matntatned tn 
whole or tn part at the Publie expense; and for causing reports of the 
state and condition thereof to be annually laid before the Legislature, 
and for preventing abuses theretn. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Monday next. 


Speech con- The order of the day for taking into constd- 
stdered eratton the Speech of His Excellency, the Adminis- 


trator of the Government, delivered to both Houses 
of the Provincial Legislature, at the opening of the present Sesston, 
betng read, 
The Houge proceeded accordingly to take the said Speech into con- 
stderatton. 


COL. PRINCE~ rose to move a series of Resolutions in answer to the 
Speech from the Throne. Whatever difference of opinion might be expres- 
sed upon other paragraphs of the Address he had the honor to move, he 
believed the first would be carrted unanimously; and he trusted that 
such would be the case with all. He (Col. Prince) had to congratulate 
the House, he had to congratulate the country that so noble and disting- 
uished an individual as ((Lord Cathcart)) the present Administrator of 
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the Government was appointed to govern this country;-he (the Administra- 
tor) was no stranger; his Father's name was well known on the pages of 
history; his own name was well known on the pages of history; he was not 
alone fit to govern as a Military man and if he were only so far qualified 
still would he be equal to the task provided he had the dispositions (sic) 
to carry out the system of Responsible Government, the only system in 

his (Col. Prince's) opinion, under which a people could thrive. Schooled, 
as His Excellency had been, under the best tutors, the great Duke of 
Wellington - not only the greatest warrior but one of the most consum- 
mate Statesmen of the age - the man who was at one time not only a Minis- 
ter of the Crown, but the only Minister of the Crown, and one who conducted 
the affairs of the nation through a difficult and a dangerous crisis - 
schooled, he said, under such a tutor, no man could doubt that? the noble 
man at the head of the Government had been well schooled for governing; 

he possessed that excellent quality for one in his station, firmness of 
purpose; he had served in the place to acquire it, he had experienced 

the power of that quality under the Duke of Wellington® ((and)) he would 
not be found wanting in other qualifications. Having said this much on 
the subject of the appointment of the Administrator of the Government 

he (Colonel Prince) would proceed to the next resolution with feelings 

of the deepest regret feelings shared in by the people of Canada ggneral- 
ly - it referred to the departure from amongst us of Lord Metcalfe 

For himself, he could not help admiring the great qualities of Lord 
Metcalfe, nor appreciating duly the high services which he rendered to 
this Colony. The most unfeeling bare in the world could not but regret 
the melancholy cause of his departure’ (hear, hear, hear). The most 
liberal minded, the least liberal minded, man in Canada could not but 
regret that we were so unhappily Pathe of the able, zealous, loyal 

and great services of so good a man 0, gifted as he was by nature with 
such great talents1!l, He, Col. Prince, was satisfied there would be no 
difficulty in coming to a resolution of_ regret for the loss of such a 
man; why should there be any difficulty! ((in praising)) him whom the 
East and the West had united to honour, and the merchant princes of the 
Indies, and their warriors and their statesmen, had joined to praise? 

The history of Lord Metcalfe’s sojourn in Canada had been a continuous 
course of unbounded charity and generosity!3, Did any one ever approach 
him needing relief who did not obtain it? Did any man in his situation 
before give more to allay distress? ~- was he ever exceeded in attention 
to the duties of his position? In his administration of the Government, 
whatever difference of opinion there might be upon the wisdom of his 
measures, all must acknowledge the right principles by which he was actu- 
ated; no Governor could have been more zealous in the discharge of his 
duties, none more desired the happiness and prosperity of the Colony over 
which he was called to preside. He left it, followed by the gratitude 

of ... all, a gratitude to which he was wholly entitled, and he (Colonel 
P.) hoped that one and all would unite in paying him the tribute of 
affection and gratitude contained in the third paragraph, if they did 

not do so, he felt they would be wanting in justice to his Lordship, in 
justice to themselves, and the best feelings which animate the human 
breast.15 He (Col. Prince) was surprised, he did not say it reproach- 
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fully, that since His Lordship left Canada no addresses have been sent 
after himl® - an omission which might be attributed to a wrong cause; 
the Western District had set an example to the rest of Canada in that 
respect.1l/ There were many districts more wealthy ... that should have 
imitated the act of the latter in that regard, and he would again say 
that it was not so. The hon. member concluded this part of his speech 
by declaring that he ''did not believe there was a greater statesman, 

a better Governor, or better man than Lord Metcalfe, "18 ((who had ever)) 
presided in a colony. With regard to the Militia Law, he (Col. Prince) 
had the most unbounded confidence in the loyalty of the colonists, in 
their devotion to the Mother Country, and their determination to pre- 
serve their connection with it~’. But no one knew better than did the 
Speaker of that House, none was more competent to judge of the present 
disorganized state of the Militia; bravery was no good, indeed it was 
often most dangerous, unless it was well directed; brave men wanted 

good commanders not only to take them into battle but also to take them 
out when it was necessary. 29 He (Col. P.) knew the state of the Militia 
of Upper Canada, and he was well aware that it was at present inefficient, 
and he should be glad to see any measure introduced which would put 

that force upon an efficient footing. But while he wished this, he 
trusted that their services would not be called for; he sincerely trust- 
ed that there would be no war between Great Britain and the United States; 
he believed that it would be the greatest curse, the most afflicting 
calamity which could happen to both countries and to this Colony. He 
trusted that the world had become too civilized, that it was too far 
advanced in morality to go to war about trifles. But if such a calamity 
were to occur, it was upon the Militia of the Province that the greatest 
dependance (sic) was to be placed for the defence of our homes and the 
honour of the British Empire. It therefore behoves that House at an 
early period of the Session to take the Militia Law into consideration 
and to endeavour to form an efficient, economical, well organized force, 
but not beyond its merits or deserts. With regard to the assurance of 
His Excellency, of the protection which the Mother Country would be 
prepared, in case of need, to extend to this Colony, he felt grateful 
for that assurance, and he had no doubt that that protection would be 
commensurate with.the power of the greatest empire of the world, as 

it had been upon previous occasions. Upon the subject of the Civil 
List, he thought there could not be two opinions; no men deserved more 
of their country than its public officers, and upon the continent of 
America none were worse paid“. In all countries Ministers made great 
sacrifices, and if there was a country in which, more than another, 
Ministers made great sacrifices, it was this; he thought therefore, 

that the subject ought to be attended to, and hoped that such an address 
to the Queen would be adopted as might cause the requisite alteration 

in the Union Act for the settlement of the question. Respecting public 
improvements, it was known that much was on hand in the Province - that 
Parliament has sanctioned them - that money had been borrowed in England, 
and that that money had been sent without commensurate improvement, but 
that should not operate to prevent further loans. Roads and other means 
of communication should be proceeded with; they were facilities to our 
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revenue, and induced strangers to come amongst us and contribute by 
their means and energies to advance our country. Let no man shudder 

at the idea of taxation; no good could be done without it, no country 
ever improved without it, and the Minister who would dread it and shrink 
from it was not fit for his place. The hon'ble member then alluded to 
the present flourishing condition of the revenue, as was shewn by the 
documents furnished to the House. The next subject which he (Col. P) 
met with in the speech was truly a mournful one, that was the conflagra- 
tion at Quebec, none sympathised (sic) more with the sufferings of the 
people of that city than did the inhabitants of Upper Canada; he (Col. 
Prince) was delighted with the general good feeling towards the sufferers 
which was manifested; in the distant region to which he belonged much 
could not be done, they were a poor people, but human nature could not 
prompt more than was felt and he (Col. Prince) never gave, or never 
would give, a vote more readily than that whigh would be given towards 
the further relief of the citizens of Quebec. The sympathy of Great 
Britain had been nobly displayed, and he was glad to see that sympathy 
it would show to the people of Canada that their fellow subjects in 
Great Britain did indeed feel that there was a bond of brotherhood 
between them, that there was a Pee A DPOSLLY, of feeling between them as 
subjects of the same mighty empire. 3 The next topic to which the hon. 
member adverted was Sir Robert Peel's new policy; he agreed with the 
Administrator of the Government in saying that it would be premature to 
anticipate how Canada would be effected by the late changes; but, he 
did not see such great cause of alarm; he was one of those who advocated 
Free Trade24 , he did not even except tobacco22. The agriculturists of 
Canada might be temporarily deprived of some advantages which they now 
possess; they might not in future be able to send to the Mother Country 
as much wheat as they had been accustomed to do; but what of thats, —— 
they were not bound down to the growing of wheat alone”. There were 
other sources to which they should turn their attention, - there was 
the growth of Hemp in which no country could do more than Canada, why 
then should England be obliged to send to Russia for that article, - 
then there was the Wool of Canada - why not attend more to that, in 
both W. and E. Canada a great deal might be done in that particular; 

he (Col. Prince) thought and hoped that the Farmers of Canada would, 
like those in England turn their attention to science to meet the 
exigencies of the day, turn from the dung cart to science*’., The far- 
mers of Canada, and he was one of them, should not be cast down by the 
policy introduced by Sir Robert Peel; they had no cause to despair; 

a little exertion would conquer the disadvantage, and they would find 
in the end that they were not going to be ruined by free trade. And 
the people of Canada might depend that whatever might be the policy of 
the Home Government, or whatever measures were brought forward there, 
that there would be a just regard had to the interests of this Colony. 
The hon. member next adverted to that part of the close of the Speech 
which referred "to the rising growth of this rapidly improving colony"; 
he was delighted to read that passage, he trusted that the eyes of the 
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Administration, that the eyes of the country at large were open to the 
necessity of improving the grand resources of Canada; she possessed as 
great advantages as any country in the world, - her Sg rie lakes ; 
immense rivers, a fruitful soil, and a genial climate Qe rendered her 
one of the best adapted countries in the world for the sustenance of 
man, but, all would be useless unless the Government of the country 
would do its duty, and unless social kindness would take the place of 
dissension and the united people proceed hand in hand together? je soince 
the last meeting of Parliament, thousands upon thousands of acres of 
land, in the Western District, had been discovered to contain minerals 
of a vast value. Upon the north shore of Lake Superior, copper mines 
had been discovered sufficient to supply the whole of England. 32 Five 
years ago he (Col. Prince) had ascertained the existence of this impor- 
tant source of wealth, but when we had no united Parliament, the little 
Parliament of Upper Canada could not aid in its developement (sic); he 
hoped, however, that now such an extent of advantage would not be neg- 
lected.... A part of it was brought out under his (Colonel Prince's) 
superintendence, and at his expence; facilities should be immediately 
afforded for bringing it into full play; no narrow policy should be 
adopted, - Ministers should not start back, - they _should look well to 
it, they should attend to the granting of licences with no niggard 
hand>4, to all who would apply to them35. He called upon Ministers to 
encourage every commercial speculation, and the promotion of_railways, 
as in England, where2© because the public voice demanded it’, old 
prejudices were disregarded, and the Park of the Noble was not allowed 
to stand in the way of commercial advancement.38 He (Cob. P.)» Lateny, 
saw that seven hundred applications for railroads had been entertained.-- 
Whatever project private enterprise chose to embark in, there should be 
no refusal; if injury occurred, it would be not to the country but to 
individuals; there should then be no hindrance to operations to draw 
forth the revenues of the country, no matter whether it was railroads 
or mining schemes. The hon. member concluded by again alluding to the 
necessity of action on the part of the paket aes and union amongst the 
people in order to promote the public Nes - With these remarks, he 
begged leave to move the resolutions.4 

That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Administra- 
tor of the Government, to thank His Excellency for his gracious Speech 
from the Throne at the opening of the present Session, and to assure 
His Excellency, 

That this House respectfully offers to His Excellency its congratu- 
lations on his assumption of the Government of this Province as Administra- 
tor, and on the determination of Her Majesty to nominate His Excellency 
as Her future Representative in this Province. 

That this House concurs with His Excellency in expressing sincere 
regret at the painful cause which removed His Excellency's distinguished 
Predecessor from a station, the duties whereof he discharged with a zeal 
and ability that on every occasion won for him the highest approbation 
of His Sovereign, and the respect and gratitude of the people over whom 
he presided as Her Representative. 
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That this House will thankfully receive Her Majesty's most gracious 
replies to the several Addresses which were adopted during the last 
Session of the Legislature. 

That the early attention of this House will be directed to the 
state of the Militia Law, the re-organization of which is, as His 
Excellency informs us, rendered more immediately necessary by the un- 
settled state of the negociations (sic) which have for some time been 
carried on between the Imperial Government and that of the United States 
of America. 

That this House begs leave to assure His Excellency that Her Majesty 
may rely, with the most unbounded confidence, that the loyalty and 
patriotism of every class of Her Majesty's Subjects in Canada, will be 
as conspicuous as they have heretofore been, should occssion (sic) call 
for their services, to aid in the protection of their country; and that 
this House is sensible of the necessity of a well digested and uniform 
system to give a fitting direction to their most zealous efforts. 

That this House accepts with gratitude His Excellency's assurance, 
that while Our Most Gracious Sovereign will ever rely on the free and 
loyal attachment of the Canadian people for the defence of this Province, 
and the continuance of British connexion, Her Majesty will be prepared, 
as Her Predecessors have always been, to provide with promptitude and 
energy corresponding with the power and resources of the Empire, for 
the security of Her North American Dominions. 

That the subject of the Civil List, which was brought under the 
consideration of this House by His Excellency's Predecessor, will engage 
its attention, with the view of making such a provision as will enable 
Her Majesty to give effect to its wishes by recommending to the Imperial 
Parliament the requisite changes in the Act of Re-union. 

That this House will immediately take into consideration the Financial 
Accounts of the past as well as the Estimates for the current year. 

That the necessity of providing for the prosecution and completion of 
the Public Improvements undertaken with the sanction of Parliament, will 
occupy the deliberation of this House. 

That it affords this House pleasure to know that the revenue of the 
past year has not fallen short of the expectations which were entertained 
of its amount; and that this House assures His Excellency of its willing- 
ness to make such provision for the public service, as the interests of 
the people may require. 

That this House deeply deplores the unexampled calamity to which the 
ancient City of Quebec has been subjected, and assures His Excellency of 
its readiness to concur in such indispensable measures as His Excellency's 
Predecessor adopted on the exigency. 

That this House gratefully acknowledges the sympathy and benevolence 
of the different portions of the British Empire, called forth by the 
infliction with which it pleased Divine Providence to visit the citizens 
of Quebec; and most fully appreciates the noble generosity which has been 
exhibited, and which has truly proved that the inhabitants of this Pro- 
vince are regarded by the people of Great Britain as their brethren and 
fellow subjects; and that it will be happy to consider any other measure 
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which it may be proper to. adopt for the restoration of that which has 
been destroyed. 

That this House is sensible of the importance of the intelligence 
which has been received respecting the intended change in the commercial 
policy of Great Britain, and rejoices to hear that His Excellency has 
already pressed on Her Majesty's Government a consideration of the 
effect which the contemplated change might have on the interests of 
Canada, and sincerely hopes that when the projected scheme shall be 
fully developed, it will be found that the claims of this country to a 
just measure of protection have not been overlooked. 

That this House thankfully receives the offer of His Excellency's 
co-operation in all measures for securing the prosperity of this Pro- 
vince, and earnestly trusts that under the direction of an All-wise 
Providence, a course will be pursued calculated to promote the best int- 41 
erests, and to foster the rising growth of this rapidly advancing Colony. 

M. Prince ayant terminé, se tourna vers M. McDonald de Stormont 
pour lui demander s'il voulait seconder sa résolution’. 


M. D. MACDONELL  Etaeae a 


M. SMITH de Frontenac s'oferit ts 


M. DEBLEURY ... demandait Cert nisyy ((He)) fully agreed with 
the sentiments of the Hon. mover of the resolution, and rose with pleasure 
to second his motion. It was not his intention to enter at present into 
the merits 9f the various subjects which had been so ably treated by aL 
Hon. friend ((and so)) he would not then occupy the time of the House’’, 
but he felt assured that before closing this debate an opportunity would 
be afforded him of doing so, and he should reserve himself until then. 


(oe, 
Address tn _an- Mr. Prince moved to resolve, seconded by the 
swer to Speech. Honourable Mr. DeBleury, That an humble Address 


be presented to Hts Excellency, the Administrator 
of the Government, to thank His Excellency for Hts gractous Speech from 
the Throne at the opening of the present Sesston, and to assure His 
Excellency, 

That thts House respectfully offers to His Excellency tts congratu- 
lattons of his assumption of the Government of thts Province, as Adminis- 
trator, and on the determinatton of Her Majesty to nominate His Excellency 
as Her future Representative tn thts Province. 

That thts House coneurs with His Excellency in expressing stncere 
regret at the painful cause which removed His Excellency's distinguished 
predecessor from a statton, the duttes whereof he discharged with a 
zeal and ability, that on every occaston won for him the highest appro- 
batton of His Sovereign, and the respect and gratitude of the people 
over whom he presided as Her Representative. 

That this House will thankfully recetve Her Majesty's most gractous 
replies to the several Addresses whtch were adopted during the last Ses- 
ston of the Legtslature. 


all 


That the early attention of this House will be dtrected to the 
state of the Mlitta, the re-organtzatton of whtch ts, as His Excel- 
lency informs us, rendered more tmmediately necessary by the unsettled 
state of the negoctattons which have for some time past been carried 
on between the Imperial Government and that of the Untted States of 
America. 


(6) 

That this House begs leave to assure His Excellency that Her Majesty 
may rely, with the most unbounded confidence, that the loyalty and patri- 
otism of every class of Her Majesty's Subjects in Canada, will be as 
conspicuous as they have heretofore been, should occaston call for 
thetr services, to atd tn the protection of their country; and that thts 
House ts senstble of the necesstty of a well digested and untform system 
to give a fitting directton to thetr most zealous efforts. 

That this House accepts wtth gratitude His Excellency's assurance, 
that whtle Our Most Gractous Soveretgn will ever rely on the free and 
loyal attachment of the Canadian people for the defence of thts Province, 
and the continuance of British connextons, Her Majesty will be prepared, 
as Her Predecessors have always been, to provide wtth promptttude and 
energy corresponding with the power and resources of the Empire, for the 
securtty of Her North American Domintons. 

That the subject of the Civil List, which was brought under the con- 
stderation of this House by His Excellency's Predecessor, will engage 
tts attention, with the view of making such a provision as will enable 
Her Majesty to give effect to tts wishes by recommending to the Imperial 
Parliament the requistte changes tn the Act of Re-union. 

That thts House wtll tmmediately take tnto constderatton the Financial 
Accounts of the past, as well as the Estimates for the current year. 

That the expedtency of providing for the prosecution and completion 
of the Publie Improvements undertaken with the sanetton of Parltament, 
will oeeupy the deltberation of this House. 

That tt affords thts House pleasure to know that the Revenue of the 
past year has not fallen short of the expectations which were entertained 
of its amount; and that this House assures His Excellency of its witlling- 
ness to make such proviston for the Publte Service, as the interests 
of the people may requtre. 

That thts House deeply deplores the unexampled calamity to which the 
anetent City of Quebec has been subjected, and assures His Excellency of 
tts readiness to concur in such indispensable measures as His Excel- 
lency's Predecessor adopted on the extgency. 

That this House gratefully acknowledges the sympathy and benevolence 
of the different portions of the British Emptre, called forth by the 
infltetion wtth which tt pleased Divine Providence to vistt the citizens 
of Quebec; and most fully apprectates the noble generostty whtch has 
been exhtbtted, and whitch has truly proved that the inhabitants of thts 
Province are regarded by the people of Great Brttain as thetr brethren 
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and fellow subjects; and that tt will be happy to consider any other 
measure which it may be proper to adopt for the restoration of that 
which has been destroyed. 

That thts House ts senstble of the tmportance of the intelligence 
whitch has been recetved respecting the tntended change in the commercial 
policy of Great Britain, and rejotces to hear that His Excellency has 
already pressed on Her Majesty's Government a constderation of the effect 
which the contemplated change might have on the tnterests of Canada, 
and sineerely hopes that when the projected scheme shall be fully devel- 
oped, tt will be found that the claims of this country to a just measure 
of protectton have not been overlooked. 

That this House thankfully recetves the offer of His Excellency 's 
co-operation in all measures for securing the prosperity of this Province, 
and earnestly trusts that under the dtrectton of an All-wise Providence, 
a course will be pursued calculated to promote the best interests, and 
to foster the rising growth of thts raptdly advaneing Colony. 


MR. JOHNSTON? begged to ask the Hon and gallant mover whether he 
would consent to strike out that part of the first paragraph, expressing 
satisfaction at the appointment of Earl Cathcart. He (Mr. Johnston) 
had no idea of being governed by military men. If we were going to 
Oregon or Texas he might be satisfied with a military man, but what does 
Earl Cathcart know of our agricultural interests? Let his Hon. friend 
consent to strike out these obnoxious words, othewise (sic) he would 
move an amendment. The Hon Member having asked several friends, and 
appealed £8 the opposition in vain for a seconder, was obliged to resume 
his seat. 


MR. BALDWIN? + regretted being under the necessity of proposing an 
amendment. As a general rule, he would prefer making such remarks on 
the speech as he felt that the interests of the country required, without 
dividing the House on an amendment. Especially he would have wished to 
take this course on the occasion of the arrival of a new Governor. But 
he felt that one of the paragraphs of the Speech contained sentiments 
to which he and his friends who had joined with him in voting for an 
amendment to the address of last Session could oe with a regard to con- 
Sistency, allow to be recorded without a division. 2 He was not anxious 
to do more than preserve his character from the imputation of inconsis- 
tency. Having made these remarks he would proceed to the matter. It 
will be readily perceived he alluded to the portion on which the hon. 
member for Essex had descanted at some length, and it did not lessen his 
embarrassment, for it rendered some remark necessary. The Representa- 
tive of the Sovereign, over the appointment of whom the House exercised 
no control, was named by Her Majesty>, ((and)) having no responsibility 
whatever to us, he (Mr. B.) desired on all occasions to treat him with 
the utmost respect. It made no difference to him who was the object of 
the royal favour. 4 He was desirous of paying? whomsoever his sovereign 
might be pleased to appoint as her representative every courtesy, 
whether on receiving him on his first arrival or bidding him farewell; 
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and he was always willing to pay him all the marks of respect - (hear, 
hear) - which became one member of the Legislature to offer to another. 
In this sentiment he was sure all his friends concurred, (Hear.) But 


when he considered the circumstances in which the late Governor General 
came and left, when he recollected that an amendment had been submitted 

to the address last session, it was impossible to concur in the third 
resolution 2, (Cin which)) allusion ((was)) made to lord Metcalf's (sic) 
happy and successful administration of the government 0. He (Mr Baldwin) 
did not believe as to its truth, and when he considered the course pur- 
sued by the late Governor he ks he felt compelled to submit 1 the 
amendment he held in his hand®* - an amendment which he would now read -63 
to save himself and friends®5 from the appearance of inconsistency. 
There was one portion in which all would agree - and that was in deplor- 
ing the calamity®6 under which that distinguished Nobleman was now suf- 
fering - in that every body must concur 7 and he had therefore preserved 
that portion of the paragraph referring to it - he proposed then to 

strike out the third paragraph and to add to the second "and concur with 
His Excellency in expressing similar regret at the painful cause which 

has removed His Excellency's predecessor from that high station." With 
reference to the second paragraph 8 congratulating His Excellency on his 
appointment to the Province, he had no great difficulty in concurring. 
Certainly, if he looked back to history, they had no great reason to be 
satisfied with military governors. But he was perfectly ready to say 

that he did not think that from having been employed in either a military 
or naval capacity, he would not administer the government according to 

the constitutional principles, by which alone the colony could be governed. 
He (Mr. B.) believes that the old objection to military governors had 
arisen from their exercising their prerogatives without control. He 
would look back when the will of the Governor was arbitary and not checked 
by constitutional principles, but now they were registered on the journals 
of. the tHouse@y en xs he/l looked forward to better things and he hoped that 
principles would in future be adhered to - the one for experiments was 
gone by. If the Governor was unacquainted with the principles by which 
he can best perform his duty to the province’3, he would, he (Mr. B.) 

felt assured, make himself acquainted with them/4. He (Mr Baldwin) for 
one, when he looked upon the political education of the late Governor 
General, thought the quarter of the globe whence he obtained it, not 

the spot the most to be admired, and a military education would inculcate 
principles less objectionable _than the eastern dominions where the late 
Governor-General learned his. He (Mr. B.) would say that he did not 
believe it would be possible for any governor, military or naval, to 

have a worse political education than the late governor had had in India - 
and the allusion therefore to his Indian career/6, by the member for Essex//, 
was in his (Mr. B's) opinion most unfortunate. He (Mr. B.) had no appre- 
hensions for the future because he felt that/® a spirit was over the Pro- 
vince which would insist on constitutional Government/? in spite of the 
personal predilections of the governor.80 There would not be again as 

of late years an entire abandonment of constitutional principles, no more 
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experiments would be tried °t He however would give the present gover- 
nor credit for the best intentions and found no difficulty whatever in 
assenting to that part of the address. -82 He would not say he concurred 
in the expediency of the policy which alluded to the motives which ren- 
dered necessary the organization of the Militia. It might seem to some 
that a little more delicacy might have been used83, after the caution 
displayed by members of the Imperial Government, to refer to the United 


States ... ((than)) had been done84, but he would admit the position of 
affairs made some difference, and he was therefore ready to acquiesce, 
that® the militia force should be made effective -86, tt was a duty 


that they owed to their sovereign, their own firesides, and themselves. 
There was little doubt but that the Militia, whether of Upper or Lower 
Canada, would perform their duty87 if called on; they have never been 
backward in defending their country from a foreign foe*’. We want no 
foreign bayonets here, (continued the hon. gentleman, )89 to redress ... 
((our)) grievances; no, ... ((we)) are proud of ... ((our)) institu- 
tions -—’”’, our institutions are our own, and we need no assistance. 
((Canadians are)) proud of their connection with the mother country, 
and they desire no aid from foreigners. He received with gratitude, 
and he was sure that the people of Canada would so receive the assurance 
of the protection which in the event of war, Great Britain was prepared 
to accord them. He was proud of the connection of Canada with that 
mighty Empire; he loved the Mother Country, but he loved the soil on 
which he lived better.23 He (Mrs B.) esaidnthat\assa Canadian?*, his 
anxiety for Canada, 29 was the idol of his idolatry, and it was because 
he believed that the best interests of Canada would be promoted by its 
connection with Great Britain, 26 ((that)) he advocated that connexion 
as the best source of prosperity?/, that he wished that connection to 
continue?8, (Cand that)) he spoke as he did.99 With regard to the com- 
mercial changes he had no fear ;100 he did not think that the liberal 
principles springing up at home would be an injury to this Province; 

he was convinced ... ((they)) would prove advantageous, and even on 
looking back on all they had suffered, for they had suffered,192 he 
believed that experience would prove that however likel93 a cruel step 
mother~»* Great Britain might have acted to her Colonial children in 
former days, they would receive better treatment from her now, and she 
had no desire to oppress them but to govern liberally and fairly. 

He was a warm adyocate for that connection, and he was proud to see 

the Mother country strech (sic) forth her strong arm of empire for 
assistance and defence.19 With regard to the Civil List, he could only 
say that he was ready to enter on the consideration of that subject, 
and he hoped it would be brought to a satisfactory settlement. All 
feel the unconstitutional position in which that question stands, and 
the sooner it is placed on a more constitutional one, the better. 

He was glad the Provincial Revenue had turned out so satisfactory - as 
it seemed they were to give credit to the mighty schemes of Railroads 
and then they would want every shilling.108 Indeed, he doubted whether 
the hon. member for Huron would be able to meet the numerous demands 

on him. (Hear, hear.) -109 He would also allude to one paragraph,110 
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with regard to public improvements.... He would suggest the alteration 
of the word "necessity" which appeared to him to pledge the House to a 
certain course without its having information before it.t11 He would 
not make an amendment for probaly (sic) the hon. member for Essex would 
admit the alteration that was relative to the House pledetve itself on 
money matters, without the details being laid before them.112 with 
regard to the fires at Quebec 113 the honorable member ... expressed 
his sympathy with their misfortunes 14. In or out of the House he would 
render any assistance in his power; he rejoiced at the sympathy shewn in 
England and felt grateful as a Canadian, to the government and people. 
They had indeed shown that they felt for the sufferers as brethren.116 
He declined entering upon the commercial relations with England, till 
more should be known, and stated that when Ministers prought (sic) for- 
ward a measure, he should be in his place to support or oppose it. 
Changes were about to take place, but 118 he hoped that all would rise 
superior to any difficulties that might arise.119 The protection system 
was necessarily one only of a day.12 It must be recollected that every 
one ought to have been prepared to admit that ... ((it)) must one day 
have been abandoned, and it had certainly come earlier than was expected. 121 
We had a splendid agricultural country and to despair would be neither 
consistent with our characters as men or as citizens.122 He would add 
that all should rise above the present difficulties and if they did not, 
their posterity would if they would only cordially co-operate.123 He 

(Mr B.) was ready to thank his Excellency for his promised cooperation 
which he had no doubt of. He (Mr. B.) must now refer to the ... omissions 
in the speech. The Ministers had last session disposed of but a small 
part of their bill of farel24 . and when he considered the period that 

had elapsed before calling them together at the very last hour, there 

were some remarkable omissions. It had long been admitted that the asses- 
ment laws neque) nat alteration, and the municipal institutions/25 ((in)) 
Upper Canada!26 needed to be amended - that the courts of Justice in 

Upper Canada ought to be reformed; snd (sic) as the Attorney General had 
committed himself on the point of the judiciary of Upper Canada; he was 
surprsed (sic) it had not been recommended in the speech. 127 There 

then was the University Bill, a measure thought of such great importance 
when the hon. member for Megantic had been sole minister. ((Leshad 
been a)) subject of great importance last session, 1 9 earnestly looked 

for by the country? » and of an importance to cause a loud out-of-doors 
discussion at the disruption of the late ministry131, Ail must recollect 
the boasts made that it would be satisfactorily settled. (Hear, hear, 
hear.) - It is true that when we last met, Ministers came down with a 
measure, but how was it disposed of? The Hon. Attorney General was pro- 
moted from the Legislative Council to this House and coaxed his supporters 
to vote for its second reading, but what was its fate? He need not 

remind the House of it -132 it was then shelved. This much talked of 
subject was left entirely out of consideration. Some of the gentlemen 
opposite were pecuilarly (sic) grateful and several were loud in their 
anxiety . Many ... were, he believed, honestly desirous to settle 

this question. What must they think now? It had dropped a peg at 
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least this session - possibly dropped altogether. At all events, much 
of its importance was taken from it by its not being recommended in the 
speech from the throne. - We on this side have a right to complain on 
general principles, Hon. members on the other side have a still greater 
right to complain, 134 ( (and) ) many ... felt that they had not been 
treated as they ought to have been 35 He had fulfilled has duty in 
pointing out a few of the serious omissions in the Speech, + 6 however, 
the only amendment he should move, seconded by Mr. Aylwin would be to 
the third resolution.137 ((He)) would now, to prove himself and friends 
free from inconsistency, move his amendment .138 


(6) 
Amendment to The Honourable Mr. Baldwin moved, tn amend- 
Address in ans- ment, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, that 
wer to Speech, that part of the ortginal motion, beginning with 


the words "That this House concurs with His Excel- 
leney tn expressing stnecere regret," and ending wtth the words “over 
whom He presided, as Her Majesty's Representative," be expunged, and 
the following tnserted tn lteu thereof:--"And coneurs with His Excel- 
Lency tn expressing sincere regret at the painful cause which removed 
His Excellency's Predecessor from that high station." 


MR. AYLWINL39 haa imagined that the Hon'ble Member who represented 
not the county of Richelieu or that of Montreal but the borough of Three 
Rivers, would have explained the circumstances under which he held office 
so aoe without a seat in either one branch of the legislature or the 
other. 140 ((I1)) demanda 4 1'honorable président du conseil de dire 
pourquoi, aprés avoir été rejeté par deux grands comtés, aprés étre 
demeuré deux années en dehors des chambres, il se trouvait 1a comme 
président du conseil; qu'on avait droit 4 une explication de cette con- 
duite @trange, inconstitutionnelle, et qu'il avait lieu de croire qu'il 
la donnerait cette explication.141 Such an explanation was due to the 
country and to his own character; he thought he would have stood up; 
he was however deceived. The hon. member holds a high office, but he 
(Mr A.) would ask the nature of the political support which he brings 
to the government; he would ask his colleagues whether that hon. member 
brings them any support. Is he the man in case of hostilities, to induce 
his countrymen to come forward cheerfully to support the government? 

The people of this country, particularly the French Canadians, were 
loyal and attached to monarchical institutions, and would do their duty, 
but was it right that their feelings should be trifled with? Who in 
this House support the hon. gentleman, of his own origin?142 He had 

not the support of those members ... with the exception of 43 his neigh- 
bour (Mr. Papineau, )144 said to represent the County of Ottawal45 , 

((Mr. DeBleury)) the hon. member said to represent the city of Montreall46 | 
and ((Mr. Taschereau)) the member for Dorchester ((men who)) it was true 
had French names, and honorable names, but he denied that they possessed 
the confidence or were representatives of French Canadian feelings .147 
But the hon. member represents the town of Three Rivers. Some 6 or 7 
years ago the hon. member was as he said himself, in Her Majesty's Col- 
lege, that is the Montreal gaol - who was the keeper of that gaol? The 


27 


member for Three Rivers. There must surely have been a great change 
either in him or the people of Three Rivers. He (Mr. Aylwin) had a 
public duty to perform - the feelings of Her Majesty's subjects had 

been exasperated they had been again and again insulted, and was this 
last indignity to be inflicted on them - was the hon. member to keep 

the chair of ((the)) Executive Council when there was a possibility 

that there might be an appeal to arms? Some step should be adopted 

to do justice to so large a portion of the people. With regard to the 
address the hon. mover had spoken of the adoration paid to the late 
Governor and of his success in the East. He (Mr. Aylwin) was not dis- 
posed to pay adoration to any man nor did he much admire the system 
under which Eastern Nations were governed. 148 He had no desire to 

revive old sores. A successful war had been waged against himself and 
friends upon the principles upon which the Government should be carried 
on. For those principles they had suffered, and it was a little too 
much that they should be now called upon to testify their admiration 

of the conduct of the late Governor upon which they had resigned their 
seats. He thought it would have been in much better taste had the of- 
fensive paragraph been altogether omitted. He was disposed to give 

Lord Metcalfe every credit for his services in other countries, but he 
denied that he had acted in this Colony as became a Constitutional 
representative of the Crown. With regard to the Militia, he (Mr. A.) 
would ask whether the country was satisfied with the appointments lately 
made? were even the gentlemen opposite satisfied with them? had they 
advised them? they were of course responsible for them, and especially 
for the dismissal of a gentleman not only from an office in the Militia 
but from the Militia itself. Hon. gentleman talk of Responsible Govern- 
ment being carried out, but look at the case of the hon. member for 
Huron. The qualifications of that hon. gentleman he had no desire to 
dispute but he would ask where was his political influence? He had 

never taken any part in public affairs, was not even generally known. 

Was no hon. member opposite fit to take that office? If not we were 

in a fearful state, and it was time to inform the Imperial authorities 
that we were mere infants. The hon. member proceeded to denounce the 
system that had been cunningly devised to put down the Ministry. There 
was no true representation of the people. In the United States although 
he (Mr. A.) did not like to look there for precedents there was a repre- 
sentation of the people but here we had members elected by constituencies 
of 50 or 60 individuals overbearing the public opinion of the country. 
There must be new blood infused into this house. He would again and in 
couclusion (sic) ask why there had been any allusion to the past why rake 
it up again unless to irritate us to induce us to say harsh things. 

The hon. member in conclusion referred to the resignation of the Attorney 
General of his place in the Legislative Council a course calculated to 
degrade that body - he (Mr. A.) wished to see it elevated. The hon. mem- 
ber for Simcoe ((Mr. Robinson)), too was here to support the administra- 
tion after his course last session on the University bill and his conse- 
quent resignation. Is this Responsible Government?159 He appealed 
against it to the Imperial Parliament!51, to men accustomed to the working 
of Responsible Government 2. he appealed to Mr. Gladstone, the new 
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Colonial Secretary+?3, whether it was ((Responsible Government)). He 
(Mr. A.) regretted that he had detained the House so long - it was not 
his intention to address the House during the present session unless 
when strong necessity required it. 


(6) 
Diviston on And a debate artsing thereupon, °° and the 
Amendment. question having been put on the amendment, a 
divtston ensued, and the names betng called for, 
they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Armstrong, Aylwtn, Baldwin, Berthelot, Bouttliter, Cam- 


eron, Cauchon, Chabot, Chauveau, Desaunter, DeWitt, Drummond, Franchére, 
Guillet, LaFontatne, Lantter, Laurin, Leslte, Macdonald of GLENGARRY , 
Maedonell of STORMONT, Méthot, Morin, Nelson, Price, Roblin, Rousseau, 
and Taché.--(27.) 





NAYS. 

Messteurs Boulton, Brooks, Cayley, Chalmers, Christie, Colville, 
Cummings, Daly, DeBleury, Attorney General Draper, Duggan, Ermatinger, 
Foster, Gowan, Hale, Hall, Jessup, Johnston, Macdonald of CORNWALL, 
Macdonald of KINGSTON, Macdonell of DUNDAS, M'Connell, Meyers, Moffatt, 
Paptneau, Petrie, Prince, Riddell, Robinson, Scott, Seymour, Sherwood 
of BROCKVILLE, Soltcitor General Sherwood, Smith of FRONTENAC, Attorney 
General Smith, Stewart of BYTOWN, Stewart of PRESCOTT, Soltcttor Gen- 


eral Taschereau, Viger, Watts, Webster, Williams, and Woods.--(43.) 





So tt passed tn the negative. 
And a further debate15© arising upon the main motion, 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER>/ made a ... speech in French!°8, 

((I1)) se leva et dit qu'il s'était proposé de garder le silence, 
mais que sur les interpellations des honorables membres qui venaient 
de parler, il devait donner les explications qu'on le sommait de donner. 
Qu'avant de parler du gouvernement responsable, il devait faire observer 
qu'on avait accusé 1'administration de fautes de commissions et d'omissions, 
qu'il ne prétendait pas rappeler dans la discussion des souvenirs dou- 
loureux, mais que pour les violences dont parlaient les hon. membres, 

il les condamnait, qu'ils savaient que 1'exécutif n'en pouvait étre res- 
ponsable, et que lord Metcalfe n'y pouvait @tre pour rien, que chacune 
de ces accusations viendrait en son temps, et qu'il espérait que les 
explications en seraient satisfesantes, qu'il était maintenant question 
de l'adresse et qu'il parlerait sur ce sujet. 

Qu'il avait été surpris d'entendre 1'hon. membre pour un des Ridings 
de York (M. Baldwin) se permettre des facéties, de plaisanteries sur un 
sujet aussi grave que celui d'une adresse, lorsqu'il s'agissait d'avis 
réciproques que se donnent un gouvernement et les représentants du peuple; 
qu'en Angleterre, rien n'était plus grave, plus solemnel que ces débats. 
Dans le cours de ses remarques, M. Baldwin avait observé que le gouverne- 
ment responsable avait été formellement reconnu dans cette colonie, Mr. 
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Viger prenait acte de cette déclaration; a qui la devait-on cette recon- 
naissance formelle de ce syst@éme du gouvernement responsable. C'est a 
lord Metcalfe que depuis déja prés de trois ans on ne cessait de calom- 
nier, c'est 4 son ministre qu'on accuse tous deux d'en étre les ennemis, 
pendant qu'ils en ont été les plus fermes soutiens, pendant qu'il avait 
présenté sous des points de vue, plus favorables aux libertés publiques, 
que l'adresse méme de la chambre paprobative (sic) des ci-devant ministres; 
c'est ce que lui M. Viger avait prouvé, et qu'on n'avait pas réfuté, qu'on 
ne pouvait pas réfuter; que ce n'était pas la vanité qui le fesait parler 
de la sorte, qu'il ne se croyait pas des talents, ni des lumiéres supér- 
ieurs (sic), mais qu'il avait pour lui la justice et la vérité, et qu'on 
est fort avec ces deux auxiliaires, aussi personne n'avait-il entrepris 
de le réfuter. 

Des hon. membres avaient parlé de la conduite de lord Metcalfe dans 
les Indes; prétendaient que 1'administration de ce pays n'était pas une 
école pour se former 4 la conduite d'un gouvernement constitutionnel. 

Mais ilsdevaient se rappeler que pendant trente ans, lord Metcalfe y 

avait été revétu de fonctions de la plus haute importance, chargé des 
missions les plus délicates; qu'enfin il avait traité avec les Princes 
souverains de 1'Inde, qui n'étaient pas alors au degré d'abaissement ou 
ils se trouvent aujourd'hui, que cette circonstance suffisait pour lui 
faire supposer quelqu'expérience des affaires, que sa réputation n'était 
pas seulement Européenne, mais répandue dans l'univers; qu'il devait avoir 
quelque talent pour la rédaction, connaftre 1'importance de stipulation 
dans les traités, ne pas ignorer les conséquences d'une énonciation de 
principes pour un gouvernement, une administration. 

La Province était redevable a4 Lord Metcalfe de la reconnaissance de 
ce gouvernement, il en avait fait l'aveu le plus formel, il en avait 
reconnu les conséquences d'une maniére solennelle, plus solennelle peut- 
€tre qu’aucun gouvernement 1'a jamais faite, il s'était mis dans 1'impos- 
sibilité de pouvoir méme 1'ébranler, en avouant les résolutions de 1841, 
pour sa régle de conduite, il avait 1ié le gouvernement d'Angleterre qu'il 
représentait; et qu'a fait son ministre (Mr. Viger). Il a exposé ce sys- 
téme plus explicitement d'une maniére plus claire et plus précise, il 
en a présenté 1'étendue, les conséquences sous des points de vue plus 
favorablesaux libertés publiques, que la majorité méme de 1'assemblée 
dans son adresse; pendant neuf mois, le gouverneur suspend la cassation 
du parlement pour offrir a la majorité de récomposer le ministére des 
mémes matériaux, et cependant on les a dénoncés tous deux comme ennemis 
de ce gouvernement; mais comment les hon. membres peuvent-ils croire le 
gouverneur et son ministre capables de pousser 1'extravagance jusqu'a 
vouloir détruire un gouvernement qu'ils établissent sur une base inébran- 
lable. Les faits sont accomplis; et l'histoire dira que pour soutenir 
cette accusation d'avoir voulu renverser ce systéme de gouvernement, on 
a jeté la province dans 1'effervescence, et qu'on 1'a tenue dans cet 
état depuis déja plus de deux ans. 

On lui a reproché (a Mr. Viger) d'étre l'objet de la haine de ses 
concitoyens, mais cette haine n'a été allumée que par d'atroces calomnies. 
Ce n'est pas la premiére fois qu'il subit une pareille épreuve; il peut 
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se rappeler que pendant trois ans, il s'est trouvé dans une aussi mal- 
heureuse situation. En 1812 on portait contre lui, les m@mes accusa- 
tions; 4 propos du bill de milice, en particulier d'une clause qu'on lui 
attribuait pendant qu'il l'avait combattue; il avait dit-on, trafiqué 

du sang de ses compatriotes pour obtenir une place, les habitans le 
regardaient comme le meurtrier de leurs enfants. Mais 1l'erreur passe 

et la vérité reste. La providence lui avait fourni l'occasion de se 
venger par des bienfaits: on lui avait enfin rendu justice, et il com- 
ptait trop sur l'’équité de ses compatriotes pour ne pas espérer de 1'ob- 
tenir encore. 

On avait grossiérement calomnié lord Metcalfe, on 1l'avait représenté 
comme le plus mauvais de nos gouverneurs; on l'avait comparé a Néron. 
Encore une fois, Mr. Viger ne voulait pas rappeler des souvenir d'amer- 
tume; mais il n'avait pas oublié que sous un des prédécesseurs de lord 
Metcalfe, il (Mr. Viger) avait pu, de sa prison, suivre la marche des 
troupes a la lueur de l'incendie qui dévorait nos villages et nos cam- 
pagnes; il se rappelait qu'un autre avait reconnu la vérité de nos griefs, 
et que pour toute justice il avait demandé contre nous une sentence de 
mort politique; qu'un troisiéme n'avait triomphé que par la violence et 
le meurtre. Comparez maintenant la conduite de lord Metcalfe a celle 
de ces gouverneurs. 

A peine a t-il pris les rénes du gouvernement qu'il fait cesser des 
poursuites criminelles relative (sic) aux troubles politiques. 

Les hon. membres doivent savoir que c'est a lui que nous devons le 
retour de nos malheureux fréres bannis dans 1'extrémité de l'autre hém- 
isphére. On savait depuis longtemps que les démarches faites en leur 
faveur jusqu'alors, avaient été, qu'elles n'avaient pu étre qu'infruct- 
euses. C'est dans ces circonstances qu'il (Mr. Viger) prit la résolution 
de présenter la requéte des femmes Pinsonault. Dans son entrevue avec 
le gouverneur 4 ce sujet, il put voir ce qu'avaient de bienveillance 
les sentimens du gouverneur a4 leur égard; il communiqua cette circonstance 
a MM. D. B. Papineau, John et Lacoste, qui se chargérent d'avertir tous 
les intéressés, des pétitions furent présentées, et l'on sait quel empres- 
sement son Excellence mit a faire parvenir la nouvelle de leur pardon, 
avec quelle générosité il avait contribué 4 leur donner le moyens de 
revenir dans leur patrie.159 "Croyez-vous qu'une ame si généreurse, qu'un 
si bon coeur fit capable de violer la constitution du pays ?""160 

Puis Mr. Viger fit remarquer sa conduite envers les miliciens. Des 
fautes, d'ancienne (sic) erreurs avaient privé notre jeunesse de terres 
qu'on avait promises 4 son dévouement, 4 sa loyauté, lorsque combattant 
sur les frontiéres elle avait conservé 4 la métropole cette colonie. Un 
citoyen que M. Viger ne peut nommer maintenant, mais qu'il pourra peut- 
€tre faire connaitre par la suite, découvre cette erreur, et lord Metcalfe 
s'empresse de réparer cette injustice. C'est encore un de ces crimes. 

Les honorables membres ne peuvent pas ignorer ce qu'il a fait pour 
l'éducation; munificences pour cet object, pour les établissemens religieux, 
sans distinction, enfin ses charité (sic) pour les malheureux. Mr. Viger 
lui, le connaissait personnellement. Les honorables membres de cette 
partie de la province, lui devaient méme 1'avantage de siéger pour remplir 
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leurs devoirs législatifs, au milieu de leurs compatriotes dans Montréal. 
Enfin pour combler la mesure de ses crimes, le dernier voeu, la 

derniére priére de lord Metcalfe, en quittant le Canada, le flambeau 

de la mort devant les yeux, est une supplique au ciel pour qu'il répande 

ses bénédictions sur ceux qu'il a gouvernés. Tel était le gouverneur 

auquel les honorables membres refusaient de rendre un témoignage dicté 

par la justice et la reconnaissance. 161 


MR. caucnon?®2 ... addressed the House in French.1®3 m. 1'orateur, 
vous venez d'entendre une magnifique oraison funébre d'un homme qui n'est 
pas mort, et qui certainement ne saura pas gré a 1'hon. représentant de 
la petite ville des Trois-Riviéres de l'avoir fait descendre dans la 
tombe avant le temps marqué par la providence. Le service funébre est 
au complet, et pour achever la lugubre cérémonie il n'a plus manqué que 
le de profundis, et cette derniére priére que l'on donne au mort le pater 
et l'ave. : 

J’avais cru, lorsque l'hon. président du conseil s'est levé, pour 
répondre aux interpellations de 1'hon. membre pour la cité de Québec 
(M. Aylwin), qu'il répondrait, en effet; qu'il mettrait dans les débats, 
cette gravité, cette solemnité, cette majesté, qu'en commencant il avait 
posées comme base de toute discussion parlementaire; qu'enfin il s'éléver- 
ait a la hauteur du sujet en débat, et que lui, premier ministre, viendrait 
dans un pareil jour, donner 4 la chambre et au pays les raisons qui peu- 
vent l'avoir déterminé 4 accepter le pouvoir, et a demeurer pendant deux 
années entiéres dans la position la plus anomal (sic); et la moins consti- 
tutionnelle qui soit au monde. Mais non, il est venu nous parler de 
toute autre chose que de la question, de toute autre chose que de sa 
position, de toute autre chose que de son administration. Pourquoi? parce- 
que (sic) depuis qu'il est ministre il s'est occupé de toute autre chose 
que de son devoir, de toute autre chose que de 1l'administration du pays. 
Il semble pourtant qu'un ministre, un premier ministre a quelque autre 
chose (sic) a faire que d'écrire des articles de journaux; et le public 
se serait fncilement (sic) passé des brillantes productions de M. Com- 
muniqué, si on les avait remplacées par des actes utiles et un bon gouver- 
nement, lorsque le pays souffre péniblement du malaise et de 1'état 
d'abaissement dans lesquels le placent depuis deux ans lui et ses col- 
légues. Le vénérable président nous a dit, il est vrai, que lord Met- 
calfe, que je respecte beaucoup dans la vie privée, était un homme bon, 
charitable, plein de douceur et d'aménité, toujours prét 4 secourir les 
malheureux de tout genre, et 4 sympathiser royalement avec toutes les 
infortunes humaines. M. l'orateur, tout cela est beau, tout cela est 
grand, ce sont des vertus que l'on aime 4 trouver et 4 respecter chez 
l'homme et le citoyen; mais nous ne venons pas siéger dans cette enceinte 
précisément pour y faire 1'éloge des vertus domestiques de tel ou tel 
personnage. Nous y sommes appelés pour y législater, pour y défendre 
sauvegarder des principes et des institutions qui sont la base des 
libertés publiques, et conséquemment la source de prospérité et de bien- 
étre intellectuel et matériel. 

Encore une fois, l'hon. président du conseil a bien fait 1'énuméra- 
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tion des actes de bienfaisance du ci-devant gouverneur général et 

des siens propres; mais nous a-t-il dit quelque chose pour justifier 
L'ineonstitutionnalité de sa position jusqu'au moment de 1'élection 
des Trois-Riviéres? Nous avons eu, il est vrai, ce soir le pendant 
de la "crise ministérielle." cette production ténébreuse et incom- 
prisé: On nous disait de lire cette crise*et’ que’ nous serionscon- 
vaincus. Eh! bien, je l'ai lue et j'avoue que j'ai éprouvé en la lis- 
ant l'une de ces crises violentes et momentanées que 1'on ressent 
quelque temps aprés avoir pris certain reméde. Je dois avoir 1'hon- 
néteté de dire que le purgatif était excellent, incomparable, puisque 
je me suis trouvé depuis parfaitement 4 l'aise. Mais c'était assez 
de la bonne chose, et nous nous fussions facilement passé (sic) des 
élucubrations de monsieur Communiqué. 

De quel droit done 1'administration vient-elle demander le concours 
et l'appui des chambres et du pays? Est-ce pour la protection qu'elle 
donne au citoyen et a la propriété? Mais le citoyen n'ose plus méme 
exercer son droit le plus cher, sa franchise électorale, dans la crainte 
de perdre la vie. Cette année a vue se renouveler les scénes sanglantes 
de l'année derniére; et sans doute lorsque les cris féroces d'une 
troupe de sicaires, viendront comme il y a douze mois troubler la sainteté 
de nos délibérations, un ministre répondra aux interpellations surgissant 
naturellement d'une pareille circonstance que le gouvernement ne sait ou 
n'est pas sensé savoir qu'il existe de pareilles infamies dans la cap- 
itale des Canadas. Ces malheureux ministres ont des oreilles et n'enten- 
dent pas; ils ont des yeux et ne voient pas, ils ont des pieds et ne 
marchent pas. Cette ténébreuse et aveugle existence, cette surdité 
infame, cette ignominieuse inaction, cette torpeur machiavélique que le 
pays le Bas-Canada surtout accuse avec indignation, finiront-elles? On 
a bien crié contre les institutions des Etats-Unis et surtout contre 
leur gouvernement qui ne savait pas ou ne pouvait pas protéger le cit- 
oyen et la propriété. I1y a en effet de ces scénes lugubres a4 déplorer 
(sic) dans le grand pays qui nous avoisine; mais Montréal, cette petite 
ville de 1'Amérique britannique a-t-elle quelque chose a envier aux 
sanglantes orgies des grandes villes de l'Union. La du moins le citoyen 
n'est pas obligé de donner sa vie pour sauver un droit, la franchise 
électorale. L'année derniére, tous les Etats-Unis étaient en élection 
dans le méme temps, et cependant, pas un cri de mort n'a été poussé, 
pas un coup n'a été frappé, pas une menance n'a été proférée contre un 
homme d'un parti quelconque. Lorsque plus de cing millions de citoyens 
ont ainsi exercé leur glorieux privilége, sans secousse, sans violence, 
ici l'on n'a pu procéder a des élections purement locales, sans que l'on 
ait eu a déplorer la mort de quelque citoyen. Tel a été le systéme 
suivi par cet homme si bon, si généreux, si charitable qui vétissait 
ceux qui étaient nus, qui donnait 4 manger 4 ceux qui avaient faim, 
qui donnait a boire 4 ceux qui avaient soif; oui, il donnait 4 boire 4 
ceux qui avaient soif, mais il léun donnaitrdu sangi.... lah droit 
de porter une pareille accusation contre ceux qui permettent le mal qu'ils 
peuvent, qu'ils doivent empécher. - Je le répéte, quelle garantie de 
protection peut donner au citoyen une administration qui n'a ni la 
force ni la volonté de faire le bien et d'empécher le mal. 
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Le vénérable président nous a dit qu'on 1'avait accusé de commissions 
et d'omissions. Lorsqu'il n'a pas empéché le sang de couler, il était 
coupable de commission, car on peut équitablement l'appeler 1l'auteur des 
actes dont il est responsable. Maintenant pour les omissions. Quand, 
en ma qualité de journaliste, je reprochais 4 1'administration d'avoir 
exclu de la magistrature la population canadienne francaise, a4 Québec 
surtout, puisque sur 52 promotions on n'en comptait que 13 de Canadiens- 
francais, dans une ville dont la population se compose des deux tiers 
de ces derniers, M. communiqué répondait dans un journal de Québec, si 
ma mémoire est exacte, qu'en ma qualité de représentant de peuple, je 
devais @tre chargé de cette injustice, comme si j'étais payé pour donner 
des renseignements et des suggestions a 1'administration, comme si en 
ma qualité de membre de l'opposition, je devais étre responsable des 
injustices, auxquelles aura été volontairement conduite cette adminis- 
tration, ou volontairement ou par les renseignements d'amis trompeurs ou 
dupes? Oh! clest trop que d'étre chargé des iniquités d'un gouvernement 
que je répudie de toutes les puissances de mon ame, et que je combattrai, 
s'il le faut, longtemps encore. 

Je comprends maintenant pourquoi le vénérable président nous a dit 
que les gouvernements ne se guident pas d'ordinaire d'aprés les régles 
et les principes de la morale; mais c'était une vérité dont il pouvait 
s'épargner l'humiliant aveu; ses commissions et ses omissions la pro- 
clament assez haut malheureusement pour lui et pour nous 4 toutes les 
oreilles qui peuvent entendre. 

Pourquoi ces hommes que je vois de l'autre cdté de la chambre sont- 
ils 14? quelle influence morale peuvent-ils y exercer quand ils sont 
sans appui, sans force, lorsqu'ils se sont laissé (sic) conduire et perdre 
par un subalterne, 1l'adjudant général des milices pour le Bas-Canada, 
qui, dans sa haine aveugle et basse a voué 4 l'isolement toute une popu- 
lation, toute une race? S'‘ils n'ont pas été forcément conduits 4 ces 
injustices par cet homme, ils l'ont été volontairement; alors ils ne sont 
pas seulement impuissants, ils sont méchants. Mais de deux choses 1'une: 
ou vous @tes incapables ou il y a chez vous du machiavélisme; c'est un 
dilemme dont je vais essayer de vous dégager, car le mal est 1a incontest- 
able, qu'il ait été produit par une cause ou par une autre. En présence 
de pareils faits, n'ai-je pas raison, n'ai-je pas droit de faire entendre 
dans cette assemblée ou j'ai été envoyé par eux, de faire entendre, dis- 
je, les justes plaintes des hommes de mon origine? n'ai-je pas le droit, 
de concert avec ceux qui dans cette chambre parlent la méme langue que 
moi, de demander une enquéte sur la conduite d'un pareil fonctionnaire? 
Comme 1’a si bien dit 1'honorable membre pour la cité de Québec, on a 
isolé, humilié la population la plus monarchique qui soit au monde, celle 
qui tiendra encore aux idées monarchiques, quand toutes les mmarchies auront 
dit leur dernier adieu au nouveau monde. Quand je parle ainsi, que l'on 
se garde bien de croire que je veuille faire raisonner dans cette enceinte 
les mots vides de loyauté et d'affection pour la mére-patrie. Je veux 
m'appuyer sur quelque chose de plus solide, de plus vrai, de plus rationnel: 
c'est dans la nature méme des chose que je puise mon assertion. Le mot 
"loyauté" n'a pas été créé par nous, il existait bien avant nous. I1 
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avait été prononcé, mille fois répété par un peuple, qui émancipé de sa 
loyauté, prend aujourd'hui sa place au rang des grandes nations. Ce 
qui se fit alors pourrait bien se renouveler de nos jours, et les hommes 
les plus loyaux aujourd'hui pourraient s'émanciper, quand ils se sentir- 
ont assez forts pour secouer le joug de la tutelle. Mais pourquoi donc, 
tandis que les enfants nés de l1'Angleterre lévent 1'étendard de la ré- 
volte et proclament leur indépendance; pourquoi en face de cette secousse 
violente, des enfants étrangers qui ne comptaient alors que quelques 
années d'adoption ont-ils refusé 1'indépendance et la liberté qu'on 
leur offrait et qu'ils auraient pu obtenir? Croyez-vous que cela est 
di 4 la loyauté, a l'affection proprement dites? Non. L'homme est 
incessamment porté vers la liberté, vers 1'émancipation de tout pouvoir 
et de toute contrainte, alors, c'est une nécessité de sa nature intel- 
lectuelle comme de sa nature physique; et quand ses croyances le pous- 
sent dans le méme sens, alors il va loin. Mais l'homme ne rompt pas 
facilement avec ses croyances, avec ses institutions, ses habitudes, ses 
moeurs et sa nature morale enfin, qui naissent invariablement de ses 
croyances et de ses convictions religieuses; voila pourquoi les Canadiens- 
francais sont stationnaires et monarchiques par excellence; voila pour- 
quoi 1l'honorable membre pour la cité de Québec avait droit de dire que 
les Canadiens seront monarchiques et Anglais lorsque le glass funebre 
aura depuis longtemps cessé de sonner pour annoncer le décés des monarches 
sur ce continent. C'est 14, la seule espéce de loyauté 4 laquelle puisse 
et doive se fier le gouvernement britannique. Pourquoi donc maintenant 
insulter ainsi 4 une pareille population? pourquoi donc la forcer de 
prendre une autre attitude que son attitude normale? Rien que, 1'année 
derniére, quelques-uns des ministres aient sacrifié leur langue a 1'amour 
du pouvoir et des émoluments, je n'ose pas les croire encore assez méchants, 
assez corrompus, pour vouloir gratuitement 1'anéantissement de leur race. 
Je veux croire qu'ils sentent encore couler dans leurs veines ce sang que 
l'on flétrit aujourd'hui avec tant d'acharnement. J'espére donc, et je 
ne suis pas le seul 4 espérer qu'ils feront bient6t, bientét (sic) justice 
d'un pareil attentat a leur nationnalité (sic). 

Que fait dans le ministére l'honorable député de 1'Ottawa? Sont-ce 
es talents qui l'ont appelé 4 la haute position qu'il occupe? Non, 
ssurément non; du moins ses actes ne le prouvent pas encore? est-ce 
on influence politique? Mais, encore non, avant qu'on l'eut fait com- 
missaire des terres, il n'était qu'un obscur député. Sont-ce ses principes 
enfin? Mais il sanctionna par son vote en 1843 la position prise par 
1'ex-ministére vis-a-vis du gouverneur-général lord Metcalfe. Tout ce 
qu'il pouvait dire pour justification, c'est qu'il se présentait une situ- 
ation lucrative, et qu'il 1'a trouvée bonne contre ses principes; voila 
sa justification, car il n'en saurait trouver d'autre. 

Eh: 1'honorable membre pour le comté de Dorchester, lui aussi que 
fait-il la? Sont-ce ses principes politiques qui l'ont appelé aux fonc- 
tions de solliciteur genéral? 11 n'en peut pas @tre ainsi, lorsqu'il 
avait déclaré solennellement au poll en me fesant opposition dans le comté 
de Montmorency, qu'il était ex-ministériel, et cela en présence d'un ex- 
ministre. Lui comme les deux autres, est-ce son influence politique qui 
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1l'a placé dans 1l'administration? Mais vous allez voir que non. [1 
luttait contre moi, il proclamait son passé, du moins le passé de sa 
famille, et, il se disait des mémes principes que moi. Moi qui n'avais 
point de passé, qui ne pouvait pas en avoir encore, qui ne comptais 
rien par mes ancétres, qui n'avais pas non plus a4 montrer des cheveux 
blanchis au service de mon pays, (et je ne désire pas non plus voir mes 
cheveux blanchir s'il faut que ce soit au sacrifice de l'honneur et du 
devoir); je n'avais rien de toutes ces glorieuses recommandations, et 
cependant, j'ai triomphé par une écrasante majorité. Ensuite si vous 
me demandez pourquoi il a réussi a Dorchester, je vous répondrai que 
14 il n'a pas eu proprement dit d'adversaire 4 combattre que celui 
contre lequel il luttait était hai dans sa localité, et que d'ailleurs 
avant (sic) eu le champ libre pendant plusieurs mois, il avait eu le 
temps de promettre des places de lieutenant colonel et autres petits 
honneurs. Ce ne peut donc @tre pour lui aussi que l'amour des situa- 
tions lucratives qui 1'a fait abandonner ses principes politiques! 
Fera-t-il mieux que l'honorable président du conseil? viendra-t-il 
franchement, loyalement expliquer une pareil (sic) transformation? 
S'il ne le fait pas, son silence sera éloquent contre lui. 

N'allez pas croire messieurs que nous nous découragions de cette 
oppisition (sic) incessante que nous vous fesons. Nous sommes préts 
a lutter dix ans, toute notre vie s'il le faut, tant que nous aurons 
de pareils hommes au pouvoir; notre position est belle, elle est celle 
du droit contre 1'injustice. On a beaucoup parlé du systéme de gouverne- 
ment par deux majorités, et des journaux ministériels ont accepté ce 
principe de gouvernement comme le seul possible en (sic) Canada. Je 
ne veux ni discuter, ni apprécier cette question pour le moment; mais 
a-t-il été fait quelque chose dans ce sens, lorsque la majorité du 
B. C. est foulée au pied par la minorité de la province ci-dessus jointe 
a la majorité Haut-Canadienne? Non, on n'en a rien fait, parce que 
1'on veut rester au pouvoir, au risque méme de jeter le pays dans 1'abfme. 

Je ne saurai terminer sans me tourner une derniére fois vers 1'hon- 
orable président du conseil, et dire: N'est-il pas pénible de voir un 
vieillard aux cheveux blancs, aprés cinquante années de travaux et d'ex- 
périence, sur le bord de sa tombe, donner dans cette enceinte le spect- 
acle, humiliant, dégradant, désolant d'une intelligence sur le déclin, 
et jeter ainsi au ridicule le plus parfait tout un glorieux passé. 
Je ne nie pas qu'il puisse y avoir des circonstances assez extraordin- 
aires pour justifier une position telle que la sienne, la chose est 
possible, bien qu'inouie; mais qu'il l'a justifie, et qu'il ne vienne 
pas nous parler sans cesse de ses charités et de celles de son patron 
lord Metcalfe. Puisque l'on a parlé d'histoire et de toute autre chose 
que de la question en débats, permettez-moi de retourner vers le passé 
et citer um trait de l'histoire grecque adapté a la circonstance. I1 
y avait 4 Thébes, un homme du nom d'Epaminondas, c'était le plus grand 
capitaine de son pays suivant La Loi de Thébes, il avait été placé pour 
un mois a la téte des armées; mais nonobstant la loi il garda le com- 
mandement pendant quatre mois parce qu'il était intimement convaincu 
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que sa présence a 1'armée était nécessaire au salut de la patrie. Mis 
en jugement pour une pareille infraction a la loi et peut-étre sur le 
point d'’étre condamné 4 mort, il prononcga ces remarquables paroles: 

"Je consens a mourir, pourvu que vous mettiez sur mon tombeau: Epamin- 
ondas a vaincu les Lacédémoniens sans le secours des Thebains." Ce 
grand homme fut de suite absous. Pourrait-on, de méme, mettre sur la 
tombe du vénérable président “qu'il a sauvé son pays sans le secours de 
ses compatriotes." 

Heureux seulement si l'on peut inscrire sur sa tome (je parle poli- 
tiquement) cette @pitaphe: 11 fut coupable, bien coupable, il plongea 
son pays dans beaucoup de malheurs, pour satisfaire sa vanité; mais au 
moment solennel il a exprimé un repentir: "“ayez pitié et priez."164 


MR. CAMERON contended that the latter portion of thel65 thiral&6 
paragraph which the motion of Mr. Baldwin was intended to amend was not 
founded on factl67 ((and)) was sure ... to excite displeasure. He knew 
the reason why it was inserted, however. It was natural that a ministry 
who had been brought into existence by lord Metcalfe 8 ((and)) which 
had been supported by the personal influence of Lord Metcalfe, in defi- 
ance of the wishes of the people and their representativesl69, should 
wish to make capital of ((his)) name a little longerl/0; but it was a 
little too much to call upon that side of the House to express the((ir)) 
gratitude and admiration of his services. He denied that the people were 
grateful for his services; he denied that his administration had been 
successful.!/1 How could this be said consistently with the state of 
the Parliament which he obtained, with its majority of one or two, and 
the counties of Oxford, and Middlesex, and West Halton, not properly 
represented, the elections for these places still being contested, and 
the fact of enquiries into other elections having been stifled. He (Mr. 
Cameron) would say furthert/2, if that house were fairly constituted, it 
would be found that the vast majority of the people thought they owed 
very little to the administration of lord Metcalfe.173 He (Mr. Cameron) 
could however express regret, for the state of health which obliged Lord 
Metcalfe to leave this country; but he should protest against the para- 
graph of the address to which he had referred; he knew that that peer geore 
was a part and parcel of a systeml/4 of misrepresentation pursued! 6 
for two and a half yearsl// by Lord Metcalfe and his supporters in this 
country and in England!/78, ((a system)) by which the question of support- 
ing or opposing the government had been made a question of loyalty or 
disloyalty. This he declared to be insulting to the people of Upper 
Canadat/9, ((who)) had been mis-led by such a system, they were made to 
appear as a people who could not be depended upon; but the people of 
Lower Canada in condemning the upper section would remember that the 
former people were deceived by appeals to their loyalty, in the late 
struggle the head of the Government stigmatised his late ministers with 
having attempted to sever the connection with the Mother Country - the 
people were afraid to act upon their opinion, they could not altogether 
disbelieve his Excellency, they expected and believed he would make 
certain disclosures to confirm his charges - the Hon. member for Essex 
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said that every loyal man would vote for the address, he (Mr. Cameron) 
would say that every sycophant would vote for it; he (Mr. C.) understood 
this allusion to loyalty, it was the old gamel80 | but he would tell that 
Hon. gentleman that, although he (Mr. C.) could not support the paragraph 
in question, yet any man who charged him with disloyalty, on that account, 
was guilty of falsehood!81 ((and)) he would pronounce this ee of 
the loyalty of the opponents of Lord Metcalfe as a falsehood.18 ((The 
people of Upper Canada)) who had no confidence in the present government 
-- were as loyal, or even more so, than the sycophants who did. He 
called them sycophants, for they were men who supported alike a Head, 
a Sydenham, a Bagot and a Metcalfe.183 How different had been the condi-. 
tion of the country under the late and the present administration. 184 
In 1842 there was a peaceable government 185 , ((there were)) no distur- 
bances!86, elections were conducted peaceably, opposition had greatly 
subsided!87, and affairs were conducted according to the wishes of the 
people. Large Majorities Sve the measures of the ex-Ministers. 
Then the Lion and the Lamb!88 had lain down together189, even the much 
abused Mr. Hincks, the aoe as he was now called ,190 whom he thought 
a very gentlemanly manl9l was a favourite; he was declared to be par 
excellence, the only Inspector General the country ever had; the very 
Tories fawned!92 at his feet.193 But this had passed away, and the 
same SE that supported Head and Sydenham, and Bagot, supported 
a Metcalfe. 1? Sir Charles Bagot ... did not seek to govern the country 
against, but according to the wishes of the people; he did not himself 
seek out men unknown to the country to form a Ministry - he did not 
search from Three Rivers to Lake Huron for Barnards and Smiths - he did 
not attempt to force a Ministry upon the country; that lamented noble- 
man was called from the scene of his labors and was succeeded by a man 
whose appearance was even more worshipped than a rising sun, and whose 
success in another country was looked to as proof of his power as a 
statesman; he (Mr. C.) did not deny his success in another country - 
but he was not one day in this country when it was known that he was 
not disposed to govern thus constitutionally, soon was intimation given 
from all parts that he was not willing to govern with and for the major- 
ity. This was soon shewn and proved, when the first difficulty arose; 
it was well known then that the whole question was, were Ministers to 
be consulted or not; in that difficulty Lord Metcelfe (sic) maintained 
that he was not bound to observe, and that he never would observe, the 
principle of the constitution, as laid down by the Ex-Ministers. In his 
famous address to Gore, he defined his views of consultation to be on 
"adequate occasions," which, in a subsequent address to Russell, he re- 
tracted, and which he found nenessary (sic) to retractl95; he said he 
would consult them on all occasions! 6 | and yet would he not do justice 
to the men whom his opposite conduct obliged to resign. Then came the 
election struggles, in which a most unfair game was played. Loud pro- 
testations about the mode of distributing patronage, were made, office 
would be given only to merit and fitness,197 - he supposed from phreno- 
logical examination, or something of that sort-198 and the basest 
charges made against the late Ministers for an abuse of patronage. 199 
The same system 00 was pursued, and professions made, when Barnards 
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and Smiths were every wehre (sic) pickep (sic) up and pitched together 
to make a Ministry. Persons were appointed, according to their account, 
for their fitness. And what were the subsequent acts in regard to 
patronage, and what is now doing in that regard? In my district magis- 
trates are appointed notoriously unfit, one person had been in goal (sic) 
for the previous year, (hear,) others were bankrupts and could be appoint- 
ed only because they had supported my opponent in an election contest 
in which he was in a miserable minority. These were among the measures 
of the Ministry brought into life by Lord Metcalfe. (Cries of hear, hear, 
hear.) 201 ((He)) complained of the neglect with ... ((which)) Upper 
Canada had been treated.292 At the time of the difference with the 
late Ministers there were several Bills under consideration.293 The 
municipal bill it had been admitted required amendment. So did the 
assessment laws. These were questions, he said, of even greater impor- 
tance than the University Bill.294 ((Also)) the Bill for amending the 
Jury laws ... the Common School Bill - by the School Bill provision 
was made for Normal Schools which schools should now be in operation 
to the great benefit of the rising population of the country - but this 
scheme is abandoned, and nothing instead has been given 9. The speech 
omitted the mention of measures, in the amendment of which the 
country felt a great interest .... ((This)) omission ... assured him 
that the ministers did not feel themselves competent to the task they 
had undertaken2%;, the present ministers have been and are engaged in 
struggling to keep themselves in office without regard to the wishes of 
the cguntry; they have not even ... confidence and respect for each 
other . He was supported in this belief by the conservative press 
of Montreal, one of which, the Times208 , had lately credited a rumor299 
that overtures have been made to certain gentlemen of the late ministry 
to take the place of the present.... The hon. gentleman here read an 
extract from the Montreal Times of 5th March, 21 setting forth that 
overtures had been made to Mr. Papineau“ll ((et a M. LaFontaine))212 to 
come into the administration, and when he had done, desired to know 
from the ministry itself whether such was the fact or not: ... he 
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would ask them plainly, were they about to reconstruct their cabinet? 


SIR A. MACNAB.--The Speaker observed that such a question could 
not be put without preveious (sic) notice. 214 


MR. CAMERON had no wish to persevere215; if the question could be 
answered in the negative he thought it would be. If Ministers 
refused to answer this question, the country would know how to interpret 
their silence. 


MR. JOHNSTON took advantage of this pause in Mr. Cameron's speech 
to indulge in a variety of ... remarks on the past political career of ... 
((Mr. Cameron)) and particularly on the emoluments derived from the sit- 
uation in the customs he held under the late administration. 


MR. PRINCE spoke at some length relative to the Magistrates of the 
Western District2!9,. He denied, in the most positive manner, that there 
was any dissatisfaction concerning ((them)) 229, ((They)) were upright 
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and competent men who attended regularly at the Courts, and did the 
business well, and ... they were all appointed from the Reform ranks.... 
Objections had been made against some of these Magistrates on the ground 
of their position in Society and perhaps the honourable member for Lan- 
ark objected to them because their descent was not as high as his own. 

A Gitaue of three or four individuals??? of the highest water in Sand- 
wich, 23 had got up an outcry to that effect to serve their own purposes, 
and the individuals of that clique were, extraordinary to relate, not 
supporters of the ex-Ministry but Tories. The whole of the Magistrates, 
with two exceptions, were of Mr. Cameron's supporters, men adverse to 
the present Administration; so that the House and country might see 
what the assertions of the Hon. Member were worth. To show the Fr2nch 
Canadians, with whom Mr. Cameron acted, how much sympathy that gentle- 
man had for them, the two Magisterial appointments not of his own PaEeys 
and against which he made such an outcry, were French Canadians. 2 

He (Mr Prince) contended that there were not in Upper or Lower Canada 
more intelligent men, or any who more faithfully performed their duty. 
They certainly did not spring from so high a race as the hon. member 
for Lanark, but that was no reason why he should vilify them. The hon. 
gentleman had alluded to the beautiful and ancient fable of the lion 

and the lamb, and his luxuriant eloquence reminded him of the line of 
Hudibras - "That empty vessels make the greatest noise," and in a beau- 
tiful peroration he had called the supporters of the Ministers syco- 
phants. Perhaps they were not more so than a certain person he could 
name, who went from house to house, from custom house to custom house, 
from merchant to merchant, in the capacity of an inquisitor with a 

book in his hand. No doubt it was a highly respectable office, perhaps 
that certain person thought so. But if the hon. member for Lanark was 
ever a candidate for the office, he would advise him to select one to 
answer his particular = RY) The learned member further explained 
that in saying that every loyal man owed a debt of gratitude to Lord 
Metcalfe, he only meant such to be his opinion, men of undoubted loyalty 
might think otherwise, but such was his (Col. Prince's) opinion. 
Although the Hon. gentleman ((Mr. Cameron)) was such an empty vessel, 

he had too high an opinion of him to doubt his loyalty.22/7 


MR. COWAN228 wished to make some observations upon the question under 
the consideration of the House, but, before doing so, he would avail 
himself of the occasion of noticing a few of the remarks which had fallen 
from the Member((s)) for Quebec and Lanark. The Hon. and learned Member 
for Quebec City (Mr. Aylwin), had asked the hon. and venerable President 
of the Council, how he could call upon his French Canadian fellow country- 
men to follow him, should a crisis arise : shortly230 in the affairs of 
the Province, owing to our unsettled relations with the United States? 

He (Mr. G.) was astonished to hear such an interrogatory put by the Mem- 
ber for Quebec! 231 From others it might have called forth attention and 
respect, but from him it could not do so. 32 Is it not a fact know to 
every member of the House and almost to every inhabitant of the Province, 
that, for the last half century, the hon. and venerable gentleman has 
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been the most zealous, the most constant, and the most devoted adherent 
of his Franco-Canadian fellow coun menace » the very people to whom 
the appeal was made234? Not only has he stuck by their fortunes in 
weal and woe; not only did he enter the dungeon for their cause, but he 
was the selected champion, chosen to carry (and he did carry) their 
claims to the foot of the Throne (hear, hear). And what was the Hon. 
Member for Quebec doing all this time? (Loud cries of hear, hear.) 

Was he their friend in adversity? Did he enter the prison house on 
their behalf? Has his hair grown grey in their service? No, Sir; Oh, 
no! He has been found at all times in the ranks of their bitterest 
political opponents! He has abused them, he has assailed them, he has 
attacked them for years and years, with all the sarcasm and power of 
language, for which the honorable and learned member has been distin- 
guished: And such has been the course of the new born friend, who 

now assumes to be the champion and guardian Angel of the French Cana- 
dians! But he (Mr. Gowan) had yet to learn that the loyalty of any 
class of our Canadian population, was to be measured by their respect 
for this man, or that man. In all period of emergency and of danger, 
the Canadian people of all classes will do their duty, and it matters 
not whether a Viger or an Aylwin are in her Majesty's Provincial Coun- 
cils, let our Sovereign's rights be questioned - let our institutions 
be assailed - let our firesides be menaced —- let one hostile foot be 
placed upon our shores - and then, Sir, every sword will desert its 
scabbard, and every hamlet will send forth its stout heart and its brawny 
arm, not for Quebec or Richelieu, nor for ean or Viger, but for 
Britain, Liberty, and Right (loud cheers) .2 5 It was to the sovereign 
of Britain we looked, and whoever may be the head of the Government, 

be it the venerable president or not, we will rally round our institu- 
tions. The learned gentleman was pleased to allude to Englishmen, 
and to tell us that the specimens of them which we had in this country, 
were bad ones. He (Mr. G.) was only surprised that he dared to give 
utterance to such eee against a whole class - one of the noblest 
and bravest in the world437. When such language was uttered, he (Mr 
Gowan) cast his eye on the right of the ene and saw the member for 
the238 First Riding of York (Mr. Price) ,239 an Englishman, both in 
birth and feeling, and he was told that he was a bad specimen. He (Mr 
Gowan) began to fear that if applied to the hon. member himself it 
would be saying that he was descended from a bad stock. 240 Englishmen 
must, indeed, have descended from a bad stock, when they have so sadly 
degenerated as the Member has stated! Such wholesale calumnies could 
do no injury, except indeed to the calumniator who uttered, and the 
stupidity that sanctioned such language. Others might feel annoyed at 
the use of epithets so gross, but John Bull, generous fellow, can well 
afford to laugh at his pigmy assailant. The honorable and learned 
Member stated that he deeply sympathised with Lord Metcalfe in his suf- 
ferings. He (Mr. Gowan) could not doubt him - it may be so - he presumed 
it must be so24l - he would be the last to accuse him of hypocrisy - 
last of any to doubt his sincerity and truth242 — but those who heard 
his language in the last Session with respect to that distinguished 
Nobleman, those who witnessed the virulence of revengeful paroxysms 





4l 


when he struck his desk with such violence**# must admire the change, 


and congratulate the gentleman on his conversion (laughter) . 245 He 

(Mr Gowan) believed all he said. He had alluded strongly to the sup- 
port given by the Member for Simcoe to the present Administration. 

He had denounced it as contrary to the principles of Responsible Gov- 
ernment. He said he would not appeal to us, poor Provincials, but he 
would cross the water and appeal to England, - he would even submit the 
question to Mr. Gladstone, the Colonial Minister. He (Mr. G.) accepted 
the challenge; the hon. Member had appealed to Caesar and to Caesar he 
must go (hear, hear).246 The comparison with Mr. Gladstone was a most 
unfortunate one, as the circumstances were nearly parellel (sic). 

What example has Mr. Gladstone himself set? During the last Session 

of the Imperial Parliament, he resigned office as a Cabinet Minister248 
((in)) Sir Robert Peel's ministry249, upon the Irish College250 Maynooth? 
question, just such another as his friend from Simcoe had done, and he 
is now supporting, yes, even holding office, with the very Ministry 

from which he then seceded (hear, hear). And what was still more, hold- 
ing office, too, without a seat in Parliament! 


Here MR. CAUCHON asked Mr. Gowan, across the House, how long Mr. 
Gladstone had been in office without a seat in Parliament?2>3 


MR. GOWAN then continued. - He would answer the question just put 
to him by asking another. When the honorable Member for Montmorency 
would find any person of distinction in the British House of Commons 
assailing the Ministers because one of their number had failed for a 
time in procuring a seat, then he would be ready to answer his question 
(hear, hear). But if that mode of reply was not deemed sufficient, he 
would answer him, in the words of Sir Robert Peel, when replying to a 
similar interruption, - the Government of Her Majesty in this House is 
sufficiently strong to enable it to dispense with the great talents of 
his honorable friend (hear, hear). He would now allude to some of the 
remarks which had fallen from the Member for Lanark (Mr. Cameron). That 
honorable gentleman had stated that the present Ministry were blown into 
life by the breath of Lord Metcalfe. Perhaps it was so. The expression 
was not a very courteous one, but he was bound to receive it. Perhaps, 
however, it was not the breath the noble Lord had breathed upon the 
present Ministry that annoyed the honorable gentleman so much as the 
still more powerful breath that had extinguished, or as it had been 
said, “snuffed out" the last! (Loud laughter 322" 


Hear. 229 


MR. GOWAN.--Hon. members may cry hear, but they must know the 
truth of this. 26 Powerful, indeed, must have been that breath, and 
strong the public perfume that accompanied it, when it was enabled to 
blow out one Administration, and to breath life and vitality into 
another! It was a distinguished compliment to the noble Lord, uncon- 
te IS pen no doubt, but fully ratified by the free voice of a free 

le.4?/ After thi d d wh 
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answer, (pointing to the treasury benches). Behold the answer. This 
House is the answer. (Loud cheers.) The majority sent by the free 

voice of the people. 298 The honorable member informed the House that 

the contests for Oxford and Middlesex were not yet decided, and that 

in one or two other places enquiry had been stifled. If it could afford 
any consolation to the wounded spirit of the honorable member, he would 
admit it. But in doing so, he must accompany the concession by a few 
facts, not quite so consolatory as the contingency of a controverted 
election or two. His first fact was, that not less than three Ministers 
had taken their seats on the first day of the present Session, after 
returning from their constituents. Was not that a fact very consoling 

to the honourable member! Again, the first day of last Session, the 
Ministers placed an honourable and gallant Speaker in the Chair, by 

the bare majority of three votes and this night they carry an address, 
highly eulogising the policy of Lord Metcalfe, by a majority of SIXTEEN 
(Cheers). Look again at the support of the Opposition by the free press 
of the Province. They have some half dozen papers in Upper Canada, many 
of them of very limited circulation, on their side, while the principles 
and policy of the Government is (sic) supported by two dozen, or about 
four to one. Again, look at the recent Municipal Council elections. 

Look at the Newcastle, the Midland, the Johnstown, the Dalhousie, ay, 

look even at the very County of Lanark, which the honorable member repre- 
sents; look even to the very townships where he obtained his majorities, - 
to Elmsley and to Montague; and what do they prove? the complete return 

to conservative feelings, and the utter protestation of the honorable 
member's party. Look again to the Wardenship of his own district; hear 
the abuse of the organ of his eos at the appointment of Mr. M'Martin, 
and contrast it with the unanimous22?2 vote of thanks ... ((from the Council 
in Perth)) forwarded to Government on account of the Sp poet De of the 
Warden who entertained ... ((conservative) ) opinions.” Let not the 
honourable members from Lower Canada be deceived as to the state of public 
opinion in the Upper Province; it is too marked and too decided to be 
misunderstood. He had mentioned a few facts; he might add many more. 
Those he had named he would call our gains, and he called upon the Oppos- 
ition to point out their gains, or even one ministerial loss. (Hear, 
hear.) It appeared, however, that what the gentlemen had lost in numbers 
and influence, they had made up for in anger and fury. The country was 
going on prosperous] y0t since Lord Metcalfe's administration262, and 

they were annoyed. 26 The country ... had turned from broils and politics 
to habits of industry and enterprise. No longer were there any Reform 
BESOC Feet Cos to address - no longer were there any Orange Societies to 
abuse » no occasion to bring up bills to denounce orange processions. 
There were no Repeal meetings to eulogise - all was peace and happiness, 
and those who blew far and wide the firebrands of faction, might now 
exclaim, "Othello's occupation's gone!"267 Orange and green mingled to- 
gether — and French Canadians and English Canadians, and persons of all 
origins were casting aside their bitter feelings and uniting in a bond of 
brotherhood.268 He congratulated the country on the change, although he 
could not but mourn over the unhappy condition of the fallen! He (Mr. G) 


43 


was sorry the member for Quebec was absent from his place - he had a 

few words to address to him, which he would not now do in his absence. 
He must, however congratulate himself on his present secure position. 
Last Session he had to meet the shot and shell of the honourable member 
with an exposed front, but now he had a double line before him, not of 
humble privates, but of distinguished officers! The honorable member 
himself (Mr. Aylwin) will also be relieved from the very disagreeable 
task of continually asking when may we expect to have a Solicitor Gen- 
eral for Lower Canada? When will the venerable member for Richelieu! 
for Montreal! no! for no place! take his seat? A hundred such questions 
as those, the Hon. Member will be saved the trouble of putting: The 
Member for Lanark had denounced the Ministers for not amending the 
School Bill, the Municipal Bill, and the Assessment Bil1l.269 Who intro- 
duced them?270 Does the Hon. Member forget that his friend Mr. Hincks 
was the author of the School Bill, and that his friend Mr. Harrison 
introduced the Municipal Bill? And does he now denounce the Ministers 
because they have not turned round and become the tinkers of their op- 
ponents’ political pots and kettles?2/1 Why, Sir, the very fact of the 
measures alluded to being so unsavoury with the people, is a strong 
proof of the incompetence of the late Ministers to prepare such mea- 
sures as the country requires. (Hear, hear.) The Member attacked the 
speech for its omissions. But he should recollect that a British Gover- 
nor's Speech is something different from an American President's Message. 
It travels not over the whole policy of the country. Let him wait a 
little. A few days will probably put him in possession of a Militia 
Bill, an Assessment Bill, a College Bill, and other great measures, 
which the country requires. The Hon. Member was pleased in his usual 
"modest" manner, to designate the gentlemen on the Ministerial Benches 
as reo unenES. who fawned upon a Head, a Sydenham, a Bagot, and a Met- 
calfe » a cool phrase from one who had supported every administration. 
If the House only knew who was the sycophant, for which an hon. Member 
now within hearing, had applied to be appointed Sheriff of the District 
of Dalhousie, they might indeed learn who fawned upon Head. 


PETES) 


Here there were loud cries of hear, hear; in the midst of which MR. 
CAMERON rose and stated that he had never directly, or indirectly, applied 
for office. 


MR. GOWAN resumed. He did not charge the Member with applying dir- 
ectly to Sir Francis Head himself, but he challenged him to deny, if 
he could, that two of his most particular friends had applied, and whether 
that was "applying directly or indirectly," he would leave the House 
to judge. (Loud cries of hear and cheers.) Again, if the House would 
only remember who had, fawned upon Sydenham up to the last moment of his 
existence, and that too, in opposition to the gentlemen near him, (Messrs. 
Baldwin & Lafontaine,) and who had been an office holder under Bagot, 
perhaps they would discover some key to that species of sycophancy which 
has been so strongly denounced to-night. Mr. Gowan next alluded to some 
observations which had fallen from the Member for Carleton, (Mr. Johnston,) 
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upon the subject of Military Governors. He would remind the House, 
that the last Governor of India, (Lord Ellenborough,) was a civilian, 
yet was his reign distinguished by a thirst for military conquest and 
territorial aggrandizement; while the present Governor General, (Sir 
Henry Hardinge,) who was a Military Chief, had turned his attention 

to Science, to internal commerce, to schools, and the general amelior- 
ation of the great body of the people. But he need not go to the East 
for examples. Look to the two most enlightened nations in the world, 
to Britain and to France; and look at their destinies directed by two 
of the greatest warriors the world ever produced, Wellington and Soult. 
(Hear, hear.) And what has been the policy of these two men? Their 
policy has been essentially pacific. They have used the great influ- 
ence which a halo of glory has flung around them, to curb the angry 
passions of their countrymen, and to turn their attention from the bay- 
onet to the shuttle, from the sword to the plough. 276 With regard to 
the remarks concerning Lord Metcalfe he (Mr Gowan) could not have giv- 
en his confidence to any ministry who had not spoken as strongly as they 
had done2/7, Mr. Gowan wound up ... by passing a high eulogium upon 
the character of Lord Metcalfe, whom he described as a father to the 
whole people, as a benefactor to the poor, as a protector of the loyal; 
as one who had healed the bleeding wounds of the country, and as a lib- 
eral both in eters ce and politics; declaring that the remembrance of 
his virtues would2/8 be revered and cherished*/? in the hearts of the 
people of Canada while nought would remain of his assailants but the 
remembrance of the factions they had created, and the slanders they 

had uttered. 


Cheers; in the midst of which, MR. CHAUVEAU said, across the House, 
"remember the Montreal riots" 


Hear, hear, from the opposition. 782 

MR. GOWAN replied - It was unfortunately too true that Montreal was 
distinguished from every other part of the Province by the existence of 
turbulence : 


Hear, hear from the Opposition. 24 
MR. GOWAN.--Yes, he regretted it was so. It might be that this one 
red spot a 


Here Mr. Gowan's voice was lost to the cries of hear, hear, from the 
Opposition, re-echoed from the Ministerial benches : 


MR. GOWAN. - I know little of Montreal, for what I know it may be 
a sort of Pandemonium, where the red spot is stamped, where persons are 
living on the disturbance which they create. Perhaps some persons are 
paid or otherwise hired to excite bad passions, and to awaken polical 
hatreds, by their inflaminatory (sic) language. 287 It might that this 
stream of red has origin in a fountain of black - that some fiend in 
human shape, who desired political capital (as it had been called), 
whose daily bread was faction, and whose delight was to arouse the angry 
passions of the multitude - it might be that such an one had opened a 
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bloody vein, and, so far as his skill extended, "fiddled while the 
city was in flames" (cheers).288 Such persons I do not envy, but it 
is to be hoped if it is the case there that the cause which now tends 
to lead to this stain will be put aside. 


Loud cheers ((from the)) treasury benches. 229 


MR. GOWAN.--He would ... so far respond to the speech of the hon. 
member for Quebec as to het he held the Ministry responsible for bring- 
ing in the College Bill,2? and added that no ministry should reckon 
upon his vote till it was settled for peace. But he would accompany 
that declaration with another, that he opposed test or government ues- 
tions. He did not think the member for Simcoe treated it properly; 
and he looked upon it as unjust, that if he agreed with a minority in 
ninety-nine measures, and differed in the hundreth, that they should 
be held to resign; if they failed to carry it. 2 It was unjust to 
members to put them to the alternative either to swallow such a measure 
as the Ministers chose to bring in, or to put them, (the Ministers) 
out -293 such a proceeding takes away the character of a deliberative 
assembly. Such ought not to be the system;294 such was not the system 
in England, formerly when rotten boroughs voted it was so, but now a 
Ministry was only put out by a vote of want of confidence.295 Let the 
opposition move a vote of want of confidence, and so take the bull by 
the horns.296 The Hon. Member concluded by a bold and decided appeal 
to the Ministers, to do their duty on the College Bill, emphatically 
demanding from them to justify the expectations of the country by a 
liberal and enlightened legislation upon that question. 297 He saw hon. 
members were waiting to vote, and he should confine himself to saying 
that the address should have his hearty support, and that he was glad 
to see some members on the other side of the house voting with them. 298 


MR. ROBINSON rose to reply to some remarks made upon his position 
by Mr. Aylwin. He did not consider that because he had felt it his 
duty to resign his office in the Administration that he had imposed 
upon himself the necessity of opposing them.299 It is possible that 
the Honourable member for Quebec and I differ in opinion as to the pro- 
per course for a member to pursue. I came here determined to support 
such measures as shall be for the good of the county of Simcoe, and 
not to give expression to personal feelings. There are many measures 
which must come before the House which I deem extremely necessary, I 
think that the amendments of the School Bill and Municipal Bill are 
among them - I will support such measures - as propounded by the Min- 
istry if I think them good, if they are not I will vote against them. 299 
He, in common with others, felt that they were measures much wanted in 
Upper Canada, and he looked to the Administration to introduce them. 391 
I do not expect the ministry to bring forward every measure that will 
be for the good of the Country. No, I do not expect it. I will there- 
fore bring forward such measures as may present themselves to my mind 
and Iushall expect that the ministry.will give,me their vote -.as 1 
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will give them mine. 

MR. CHAUVEAU293 addressed the House in French2%, 

M. Chauveau doit avant tout remercier 1'administration pour cette 
partie du discours qui fait allusion aux malheurs de la cité de Québec. 
Représentant du comté de Québec, il doit a la justice et a4 ses consti- 
tuans de reconnaitre le noble empressement avec lequel le gouvernement 
provincial est venu au secours d'une ville ravagée par les plus affreu- 
ses calamités qui aient étonné le monde dans une année toute de ca- 
lamités et de désastres inouis. Les sympathies de l1'humanité entiére et 
le travail d'une année n'ont pas suffi pour soulager des maux, pour 
faire disparaftre des ruines qu'un instant avait causés (sic): et ce 
n'est pas sans besoin que 1'administration nous promet de nouveaux et 
de plus amples secours. Si sa sollicitude et sa bienveillance n'ont 
été dans cette occasion que 1'exécution d'un devoir que la piété et 
l'humanité lui commandaient, elle n'en a pas moins droit a4 nos éloges 
et a nos remercimens (sic); car remplir son devoir, si simple que cela 
soit, c'est toujours un mérite incontestable. La tache du pays envers 
la malheureuse cité de Québec, malgré les immenses secours venus de 
tous cétés est loin d'étre terminée, et je n'ai pas le moindre doute que 
le ministére ne présente prochainement 4 notre considération une mesure 
digne et du pays et de la ville que l'on veut et que l'on doit reconstruire. 
Je me flatte que le projet qui nous sera soumis sera digne de compléter 
et de couronner 1l'oeuvre des sympathies du monde entier. 

Je suis faché, M. l'orateur, ajonta (sic) l'honorable membre, qu'ici 
se termine la partie de ma tache qui me plait davantage malgré les tristes 
souvenirs qu'elle me rappelle. Je suis faché que dans des circonstance 
nouvelles on ait jugé a propos de faire allusion 4 des querelles déja 
vieillies. Je suis faché qu'on ait conseillé 4S. E. de faire de son 
prédécesseur un é@loge exagéré. Je regrette surtout que dans un temps ou 
1‘on nous dit que l'avenir est gros d'orages, que le pays peut étre placé 
d'un moment 4 l'autre dans la situation la plus critique, on n'ait pas 
tenu envers tout le monde un langage sinon eonciliant (sic) du moins 
inoffensif. Songeant quelle (sic) est la partie du pays que je repré- 
sente, songeant 4 tout ce qu'elle a déja souffert, a tout ce qu'elle 
peut @tre appelée a souffrir, j'aurais aimé 4 n'avoir a dire pour ma 
part que des choses aimables pour tout le monde, j'aurais certainement 
préféré trouver un prétexte pour taire ma pensée qu'une occasion pour la 
dire. Mais lorsque je considére qu'avec tous mes collégues je représente 
le pays en entier, je trouve que je ne puis ni ne dois contribuer 4 
faire dire a mon pays ce que je congois ne pas @tre la vérité. Je ne 


reconnaissance du peuple qu'il a gouverné. Les conseillers de Son Excel- 
lence en lui mettant dans la bouche des paroles aussi fortes, disent 
beaucoup plus que la simple convenance n'exigeait. En cela, ils n'ont 

pu avoir d'autre but que d'essayer leur force. Ils se croient trés 
forts, et ils veulent le prouver. C'est leur droit, et je ne m'y oppose 
pas. Mais 4 nous ce n'est pas seulement notre droit, c'est pour nous 
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un impérieux devoir de ne pas renier notre passé, de soutenir notre 
ancienne position, et de dire 4 cette administration qui se croit si 
forte ce qu'elle est et ce que nous sommes. 

Si la conduite de lord Metcalfe avait dans toute occasion été 
constitutionnelle, elle n'aurait jamais nécessité un paragraphe semblable 
a celui-la. I1 aurait été question tant que 1'on aurait voulu de ses 
vertus privées, de sa manificence (sic), de tout ce qu'on aurait voulu, 
excepté de sa conduite politique. S'il s'était renfermé dans les bornes 
que lui tracait sa position de gouverneur colonial, avisé par un minis- 
tére responsable, il n'aurait pas en(sic) une conduite politique dont 
il eut pu @tre responsable dans la colonie. Mais c'est tout le con- 
traire. C'est pour avoir forcé la résignation d'un cabinet colonial 
dont le défaut était, a-t-on dit, d'étre trop fort, pour lui substituer 
un autre cabinet dont le défaut a été jusqu'ici d'étre trop faible, que 
1'hon. membre pour Leeds prétend que nous devons passer un vote de re- 
connaissance au dernier gouverneur. Je concois que 1'hon. membre pour 
Leeds veuille donner un pareil vote; mais comme il a désespéré de pou- 
voir le justifier aux yeux de ceux qui ont soutenu qu'au moins, 1l'ancien 
ministére valait bien le nouveau, il essaie de le justifier par ce fait 
méme, et il cite la majorité ministérielle actuelle comme une preuve 
(sic) du bon gouvernement de lord Metcalfe. On dit: voyez, regardez ces 
bancs; voila l'approbation, la sanction que le pays a donné aux intrigues 
que vous blamez. Or si le pays veut étre gouverné avec de 1'intrigue, 
quelle objection pouvez-vous y avoir? Voyez, comptez, n'avons-nous pas 
la majorité decidée, une majorité de seize voix? C'est bien, mais cette 
majorité de seize voix est-ce le pays qui vous 1'a donnée? Et qui ne 
sait pas l'histoire de cette majorité? Qui ne sait pas que cette majo- 
rité de seize voix de cette année n'est réellement pas autre chose que 
la majorité de deux voix que vous aviez l'année derniére? Qui ne sait 
pas que l'une procéde l'autre? Qui ne sait pas que cette majorité qui 
s'est recrutée elle-méme, qui a fructifié, qui a germé, qui s'est re- 
produite dans la fraude et par la fraude, dans la corruption et par la 
corruption? Fraude et corruption dans 1'emsemble (sic) fraude et cor- 
ruption dans les détails quand vous prétendez représenter des localités 
que vous ne représentez pas. Qui ne sait pas qu'avec une seule voix 
de majorité des hommes déterminés 4 tout faire peuvent tout faire? Si 
les hon. membres sont ici en majorité ce soir, c'est parce que ceux qui 
ont été élus par la force brute des batons, sont demeurés par la force 
plus brutale d'un vote arbitraire; c'est parce qu'une majorité qui sui- 
vant les ... ((us)) et coutumes parlementaires du Bas-—Canada a pris sur 
elle de décider des questions de forme qui concernaient cette partie de 
la province; c'est enfin parce que les deux voix de majorité qu'il y 
avait dans cette chambre ont dit a ceux qui devaient sortir, restez. 
Mais cela mis a part 1l'administration n'est pas forte de 16 voix comme 
elle le prétend. La saison de l'année que 1'on a choisie pour convoquer 
cette session de la législature a plus influé que les meilleurs argumens 
sur le vote de ce soir. Que 1l'administration montre en effet ceux des 
membres de l'opposition qu'elle a ralliés! Si elle a gagné une voix 
d'un cété, elle en a perdu ume de l'autre. En cela, ot est la réac- 
tion? Qui a-t-on coénverti dans cette chambre depuis 1'année 
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derniére? Numériquement 1'administration n'est donc pas si forte qu'elle 
le paraft. Mais je dis que moralement, que politiquement, elle n'est 

pas forte du tout. Je dis méme qu'elle est faible; et trés faible. Une 
administration est forte lorsque ceux qui la composent ont une confiance 
réciproque les uns dans les autres; lorsque comme corps, et comme tout 
elle a confiance dans ses propres actes, dans sa propre force; elle est 
forte lorsque ceux que chaque partie de cette administration est censée 
représenter ont confiance dans ceux qui les y représentent, elle est 


forte enfin, lorsque ceux qui la supportent, la supportent 4 cause de la 
confiance qu'ils ont en elle. Voila je crois ses (sic) conditions raiso- 


nables. Ce n'est pas trop exiger que d'exiger d'une administration pour 


la dire forte, ce que je viens d'énumérer. Et bien je dis que 1'adminis- 
tration que lord Metcalfe nous a léguée, que 1'administration qu'il a 
substitué aprés bien du temps et des peines, a une administration forte, 
trop forte, dangereusement forte selon quelques uns, non-seulement ne 
réunit pas toutes ces conditions; mais je dis qu'elle n'en posséde aucune. 
Je dis que les membres de 1'administration n'ont pas de confiance les 

uns dans les autres. Je dis que 1l'administration est divisée, que c'est 
une maison divisée qui ne peut tenir, qui va s'’écrouler, tellement que 
chacun de ceux qui l'habitent cherche ot se réfugier, cherche un appui 
au-dehors. Je demande si lorsque les membres d'une administration cher- 
chent un appui en-dehors de cette administration et de ceux qui la suppor- 
tent, je demande si ces membres ont une confiance réciproque. J'insiste 
et je prie les membres du cabinet provincial de répondre 4 la question 

que je vais faire (@écoutez! @coutez!) Est-il vrai ou n'est il pas vrai 
que des membres de 1'administration ont cherché en-dehors de 1'administra- 
tion et en-dehors de ceux qui la supportent les élémens d'une administra- 
tion nouvelle? cela est-il vrai, ou cela est-il faux? (écoutez! écoutez!) 
Qu'on dise que cela est faux si on ose le dire!305 


Silence sur les bancs de 1'administration.....cries de @coutez 4 
gauche. 306 


MR. CHAUVEAU ((continued)). Vraiment si on ne dit pas que cela est 
faux il serait bien superflu de dire que c'est vrai. Et bien, dira-on 
que l'administration actuelle qui a cherché un appui hors d'elle-méme 
est une administration forte? Je dis de plus que non seulement individu- 
ellement les membres de 1'administration n'ont pas de confiance réciproque, 
mais que l'administration prise dans son ensemble n'a pas de confiance 
en elle-méme. Un pouvoir a quelque confiance en lui-méme lorsqu'il ose 
soit commencer, soit achever, soit continuer quelque chose d'utile au 
pays. Que nous dit le discours de l'administrateur? I1 nous parle 
d'une loi de milice, et des secours 4 accorder 4 une ville infortunée, qui 
a des droits incontestables 4 la solicitude (sic) de toute administration; 
et c'est tout. Bien entendu que les hons. membres vis-a-vis n'oublieront 
pas les subsides! OU sont les mesures que 1'administration nous promet- 
tait l'année derniére? Est-ce que pendant douze mois de vacance, il n'est 
pas survenu au cabinet quelque projet législatif; est-ce que pendant 
ces douze mois, les neuf membres dont se compose 1'administration, n'ont 
pas eu a eux neuf une pensée législative quelconque? Ou bien tout est-il 
tellement pour le mieux sous le meilleur des gouvernemens possibles, 
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qu'il n'y ait plus rien a faire? Est-ce que les lois sont tellement 
parfaites, tellement bien exécutées, tellement perfectionnées qu'il n'y 
a plus moyen de législater? Mais si l'on n'ose rien entreprendre de 
nouveau, du moins que sont devenues les mesures commencées 1'année 
derniére? OU est cette fameuse question, cette grande question Haut- 
Canadienne de l'Université? Je ne dis pas cela, a Dieu ne plaise, pour 
évoquer cette fatale question. C'est le malheur de notre condition 
dans cette chambre, c'est une de des preuves de 1'absurdité de la réunion 
des deux provinces, que d'@tre contraints, nous membres du Bas-—Canada, 
a voter sur de pareilles questions. Je veux seulement rappeler a 1'ad- 
ministration qu'elle devait tenir ou tomber avec cette mesure; to stand 
or fall by it, disait 1l'honorable membre pour London. Maintenant si 
elle a trouvé quelque raison, d'éluder cette fatale question, si elle 
1l'a étouffé (sic) quelque part, je l'en remercie. Je félicite 1'admin- 
istration sur son habileté; mais je ne la féliciterai certainement pas 
sur sa force, ni sur sa sincérité. 

Je dis encore que l'‘administration est faible, parce que ceux qui 
la supportent n'ont de confiance que dans une partie du cabinet. I1 
est impossible que la plus grande partie des membres qui siégent 4 
droite aient la moindre confiance dans ceux des membres de 1'adminis- 
tration qui sont élus pour le Bas-Canada. Cela est absolument impossible. 
Non seulement les honorables membres pour le Bas-Canada, n'ont pas la 
confiance de leurs propres partisans, ils ne jouissent seulement pas 
de leur respect. Lorsque l'honorable président du conseil a parlé, il 
y a un instant en réponse aux interpellations de 1'honorable membre 
pour la cité de Québec, je n'ai pas pu entendre l'honorable président 
du conseil, a cause des conversations que tenaient a voix haute ses amis, 
je veux dire ses partisans autour de lui. Ces honorables messieurs n'ont 
pas méme eu la bienséance de paraitre écouter leur premier ministre; 
tandis que nous, nous fesions tous nos efforts pour l'entendre. Eh 
bien, ces honorables membres de 1'administration qui n'ont pas la con- 
fiance, qui n'ont pas méme le respect de leur partisans, représentent-ils 
quelque chose dans le pays? Peuvent-ils se consoler en songeant qu'ils 
représentent leurs concitoyens? Cette question me fournira l'occasion 
de répondre aux remarques et aux commentaires triomphans (sic) de 1'hon- 
orable membre pour Leeds. 

L'honorable membre pour Leeds, qui a une prédilection particuliére 
pour tous les sujets qu'il ne connait pas; 1'’honorable membre pour Leeds 
nous a cité comme deux miracles, comme deux grandes victoires, 1'élec- 
tion des Trois-Riviéres et celle de Dorchester. Je ne crois pas d'abord, 
que l'on soit bien sérieux quand on parle de 1'élection des Trois-Riviéres, 
comme d'un triomphe. Pour qu'une élection signifie quelque chose, il 
faut, ce me semble, ou qu'elle augmente la force numérique d'un parti 
au moins d'une voix, ou qu'elle révéle quelque grand fait politique 
jusqu'alors inconnu. Quand on sait quels ont été les prédécesseurs de 
1l'honorable président du conseil dans la représentation de la ville des 
Trois-Riviéres, on voit du premier coup, que 1l'administration n'a rien 
gagné numériquement par cette élection. On voit que 1'honorable premier 
ne représente pas plus ses compatriotes qu'il ne les représentait aupara- 
vant. Cela n'a donc rien ajouté, ni a la force numérique, ni a la force 
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morale de l'administration. 11 n'y a dans cela, qu'un honorable premier 
ministre, qui aprés avoir frappé a la porte du grand comté de Richelieu, 
aprés avoir frappé a4 la porte du grand comté de Montréal, et tout cela 
en vain, entre enfin par un bien petit trou, et dit tout joyeux: m'y 
voila! (Rires et applaudissements). 

Que l'honorable premier ministre songe 4 ses prédécesseurs, qu'il 
parcoure son arbre généalogique, il ne sera pas longtemps sans trouver 
un honorable personnage, qui pendant quelque temps eut une envie immoderée 
d'élever l'honorable premier ministre plus haut qu'il n'aurait fallu 
pour sa santé. (Ecoutez!) Et s'il veut savoir les titres de la ville 
qu'il représente, qu'il feuillette un journal fondé par lui, protégé 
par lui, et souvent méme rédigé par lui; et il trouvera que le nom de 
bourg pourri est encore un des plus beaux que 1'on ait appliqués 4 la 
fameuse petite ville. 

Mais venons-en a 1'élection de Dorchester. L'élection de Dorchester 
a fait du bruit; beaucoup de bruit. C'était, disait-on, le signal 
d'une réaction qui devait entrainer 4 la suite du solliciteur-général, 
tous les membres du district de Québec. L'histoire de cette fameuse 
élection, est tout entiére dans 1l'adresse de l'honorable solliciteur- 
général a ses @électeurs. Si 1l'honorable solliciteur-général, et si 
la chambre veulent bien me le permettre, je vais lire quelques passages 
de cette adresse. 

D'abord 1l'honorable candidat dit qu'il a plu 4 1l'administration de 
le nommer solliciteur-général. Voici ume idée neuve en fait de gouverne- 
ment responsable. Si l'on se rappelle bien la fameuse crise ministérielle, 
la grande accusation portée contre les ex-ministres, étaient qu'ils récla- 
maient le patronage en entier. Mais ils n'ont jamais été jusqu'a prétendre 
nommer eux-mémes aux emplois, dans le langage officiel du moins, il ont 
conservé intacte la préragative (sic) de la couronne. 


MR. PRES. EX COUN. VIGER se leva et lui dit que "s'il fesait tant que 
de citer, il devait au moins citer correctement: qu'il n avait dit dans 
la Crise Ministérielle rien de semblable 4 ce que l'hon. Membre lui fesait 


dire. En parlant de la Prérogative de la Couronne il avait dit qu'en théo- 
rie la Couronne était indépendante, qu'il n'en était pas de méme dans la 


pratique, par rapport aux Ministres, mais que ceux-ci n'avaient d'autres 
moyens que de résigner s'ils ne voulaient pas devenir ge pomeaiiee des 
démarches de ce lui qui tient les rénes de 1'autorité."39 


MR. CHAUVEAU. - Trés bien! c'est précisement cela. Et lorsqu'on est 
solliciteur-général; lorsqu'on s'adresse officiellement 4 ses électeurs, 
doit-on employer le langage de la théorie oui’ ou non? Le langage offi- 
ciel doit-il respecter ou ne pas respecter les fictions constitutionnelles? 

Plus loin 1l"honorable solliciteur-général dit: "Je suis 1ié a4 1'ad- 
ministration; c'est vrai; mais vous savez que d'aprés les principes du 
gouvernement admis et mis en pratique il n'existe pas de plus grande 
garantie pour les droits du peuple...." 

Et plus loin encore: 

"Si je donne mon appui 4 1l'administration c'est que je serai con- 
vaincu que le gouvernement est administré d'aprés les vrais principes 
de responsabilité, et aussi dans l'intérét de mes compatriotes; s'il y 
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avait quelqu'acte qui me prouvat le contraire, de ce moment cessent mes 
liaisons avec l'administration. Mon pays avant tout; voila ma devise; 
c'est mon devoir d'en agir ainsi, je le dois 4 moi méme, je le dois 
encore a de nombreux amis, a de brillants jeunes cawmdiens pleins de 
sentimens patriotiques, qui aujourd'hui secondent ma candidature...." 

Allons donc! nous trouverons plus loin quelque chose a 1'adresse 
de ces brillans jeunes canadiens. Mais les membres de 1'administration 
n'ont-ils pas été édifiés du ton que prenait leur solliciteur-général? 
Lui-méme donne le secret de son élection. Ce n'est pas parce qu'il 
appartient 4 1l'administrateur; c'est quoi qu'il appartienne a 1'admin- 
istration qu'il a été lu. Je suis 1lié avec 1’administration, c'est 
vrai; mais si vous saviez comme je vais 1'améliorer cette administ~-a- 
tion; si vous saviez comme je vais mettre tous ces gens a4 la raison; 
et comme il est trés possible que je n'y réussisse pas: (car sa con- 
fiance dans ses collégues est si grande qu'il a cru devoir prévoir le 
cas d'une rupture.) Eh bien! alors, tout sera fini. Aprés tout, mon 
pays avant tout! 

Mais continuons, voici ce qui doit achever de charmer ses collégues: 

"S'il est des noms chers au pays, qui sont maintenant hors du pouvoir, 
espérons qu‘ils y trouveront leur place, mais que notre origine ne se 
refuse point a prendre part au gouvernement." 

Le nombre des ministres devait-il @tre augmenté; ((que)) de (sic) 
quelques nouveaux noms devaient obtenir une place dans 1'administration 
au moment ou on la complétait? Que pensent les honorables membres du 
cabinet des espérances de leur nouveau solliciteur? 

Mais revenons 4 nos jeunes canadiens. Voyons quelles espérances on 
fait briller aux yeux de ces brillans jeunes gens: "Souvenez-vous, leur 
dit-on, que c'est a un canadien-francais que l'on donne cette place; 
que depuis longtemps, l'on se plaint que notre origine n'a point sa part 
des emplois publics, et aura-t-on bonne grace de crier, si l'on refuse 
de prendre ce que le gouvernement nous offre, si l'on refuse d'accepter 
les charges les plus importantes et les plus honorables, surtout lorsque 
vous avez les meilleures garanties de patriotisme et de fidélité de la part 
de ceux qui les ramplissent (sic). 

Sans doute qu'a présent ce ne sera pas une chose suspecte d'appartenir 
4 l'administration. C'est non seulement fort bien fait, d'accepter des 
situations, c'est méme un impérieux devoir. Voila de quoi calmer les 
plus scrupuleuses consciences. 

Quand 4 ceux qui ne sont pas scrupuleux, ils n'ont qu'a demander. 

Je n'objecte nullement 4 cela, M. 1'Orateur. I1 est juste, il est cor- 
rect, il est parfaitement dans l'ordre qu'un solliciteur-général soit 
bienveillant envers les solliciteurs particuliers. 

Encore un mot, et comme c'est le grand cheval de bataille de 1'adresse 
aux @lecteurs de Dorchester, ce sera aussi la meilleure explication de 
1'élection de Dorchester. 

"Je dois enfin vous dire, s'écria en finissant, le solliciteur-gén- 
éral, je dois enfin vous dire que je suis décidément opposé aux taxes, 
persuadé que je sais que notre population est trop pauvre pour pouvoir 
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les supporter." 

Je ne ferai sur ce dernier paragraphe aucun commentaire. Ils ont 
été faits d'avance. L'honorable membre pour le comté d'Essex, a fait 
justice de cette étrange prétention pour un ministre, de supporter un 
gouvernement sans aucune espéce de taxes. Je suis heureux que ce soit 
le moteur de 1'adresse, le champion du ministére qui 4 son insu, ait 
donné une lecon au nouveau solliciteur-général, et si la lecgon est un 
peu sévére, j'en suis faché; mais ce n'est pas ma faute. J'ai pris 
la phrase en note, la voici: 

"Tt is nonsense to shudder and recoil at the idea of taxation, and 
that man who is opposed to a moderate and liberal scheme of taxation 
for the benefit of the country, is not the patriotic man he perhaps 
fancies himself to be." 

Voila, M. 1'Orateur, voila les moyens qui ont emporté le comté de 
Dorchester; voila les espérances qu'on a données: voila les déceptions; 
voila comme diraient les honorables membres du Haut-Canada; voila le 
humbug auquel on a eu recours. Ona réussi. Je n’en dirai pas d'avan- 
tage. 

Je me résume sur ce point, et je crois avoir plus qu'en commengant, 
a présent que je l'ai prouvé, le droit de dire que 1'administration 
numériquement n'est pas aussi forte qu'elle le parait, que moralement 
et politiquement elle est faible et trés faible, et que si quelques 
localités doivent a lord Metcalfe beaucoup de reconnaissance pour sa 
générosité et sa phiantropie (sic), le pays ne lui doit aucune recon- 
naissance quelconque pour lui avoir légué une telle administration. 

Mais le pays est tranquille, tout est paisible; on est donc satis- 
fait! Tout est paisible grand Dieu! Tout est paisible! Oui ceux-la 
sont paisibles que les balles et les poigards (sic) ont rendus paisibles: 
Ceux-la dorment, et 1'administration interpellée (sic) sur ces fait dort 
comme eux. L'honorable membre pour la ville des Trois-Riviéres a eu 
l'imprudence car quelle expérience que l'on ait, on commet des impru- 
dences a4 tout 4ge (écoutéz!) 1'honorable membre pour la ville des 
Trois-Riviéres a commis 1'imprudence de faire allusion aux élections de 
lord Sydenham, aux élections faites a coups de baton. Et lorsque j'ai 
pris la liberté d'interrompre l'hon. membre, de lui demander comment 
se font les élections 4 présent; que m'a-t-il répondu? I1 m'a donné une 
lecon d'’étiquette parlementaire pour laquelle je lui offre mes plus 
sincéres remerciemens, et il a dit qu'il répondrait une autre fois. Je 
me flatte qu'il répondra mieux que M. le procureur-général, 1'année 
derniére; qu'il ne nous dira pas: je ne sais rien officiellement. Mes- 
sieurs, les balles sifflent a vos oreilles, les coups de baton pleuvent 
presque sur votre dos; mais nous, nous ne savons rien officiellement! 
Il y a un autre hon. membre pour Leeds; et lorsque j'ai aussi pris la 
liberté d'interrompre 1'hon. membre, quand je lui ai jeté le nom de 
Montréal ... que nous a-t-il dit? Horreur! I1 nous a dit que c'était 
la destinée de Montréal; que Montréal était une tache rouge, une tache 
de sang (écoutez.) 

Certes, l'hon. membre pour Leeds, entre tous les honorables membres 
de cette chambre, est le seul qui ait le droit de parler ainsi; il est 
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le seul A qui il soit donné de distribuer de telles décorations. Mont- 
réal est une tache rouge, dites-vous! Oh! 1'hon. membre ne parle jamais 
sur de tels sujets sans @tre sir de ce qu'il dit. C'est de science 
certaine que 1'hon. membre peut nous dire de quelle couleur Montréal 

est marqué sur les cartes et les plans des ténébreuses associations, dont 
il est loin d'ignorer les secrets (vive sensation écoutez! écoutez!) 

Je passe maintenant a un autre paragraphe du discours, paragraphe 
auquel 1'état de tranquillité et de paix profonde, dont nous jouissons 
selon les hons. membres, donne assurément beaucoup de relief. C'est 
le paragraphe ot l'on nous apprend qu'il est trés possible que nous 
ayons la guerre avec les Etats-Unis d'Amérique. Ce paragraphe est suivi 
d'un autre paragraphe ot l'on nous annonce les réponses de Sa Majesté 
aux différentes adresses de cette chambre. Dieu veille (sic) que la 
réponse a l'une de ces addresses soit favorable, que nous puissions 
dire 4 nos constituants: fils des héros de Chateauguay la langue de 
Sa laberry (sic) nous est rendue! 

Et cependant si certaines prévisions émises dans le journal fondé, 
patronisé, encouragé309 , 


Un voix: Et rédigé!310 


MR. CHAUVEAU. - Oui, et rédigé par 1l'hon. président du conseil, 
étaient vraies! Si parce que nous n'avons pas voulu suivre en tout 
l'hon. président du conseil, on allait dire 4 mes compatriotes; vous 
n'aurez votre langue que lorsque vous serez bons enfans! ... J'aurais 
désiré, M. l'orateur, dans un moment ot 1'on nous crie la guerre, qu'on 
ett donné au pays quelques garanties pour le redressement de ses griefs. 
Je ne sais pas s'il était bien prudent, bien convenable, bien diplomatique, 
pour les ministres d'une colonie, de faire 4 ce sujet des assertions 
semblables a celle que contient le discours de Son Excellence 1'adminis- 
trateur de la province; dans mon humble opinion, quelque respect que 
j'aie pour le éminentes qualifications de ces honorables messieurs, 
j'ai quelque peine a les prendre pour des Peel ou des Guizot; mais enfin, 
cela est l'affaire du gouvernement métropolitain; c'est a lui que 1'admin- 
istrateur devra rendre compte de son langage; mais puisqu'elle a jugé a 
propos de tenir un tel langage, 1'administration aurait di 1'accompagner 
de ce qui aurait pu rallier dans un tel moment les honneurs de tous les 
partis et de toutes les origines autour du drapeau britannique. 

Il serait temps aujourd'hui qu'on en voit les funestes effets, il 
serait temps que le gouvernement métropolitain comprit; et personne ne 
pouvant mieux le lui faire comprendre que notre gouvernement provincial 
combien est fatal le systéme d'injustice et de vexations que l'on sait 
dans cette colonie. C'est ce systéme qui compromet 1'annexion avec la 
mére-patrie; c'est l'injustice des gouvernemens au-dedans qui fait leur 
faiblesse au-dehors. Ce systéme n'est pas nouveau. Mais il a redoublé 
de rigueur et d'absurdité 4 la suite d'événemens malheureux qui en étaient 
1é résultat. On s'en est pris au pays. On a établi dans ce pays 1l'ini- 
quité la plus monstrueuse; iniquité politique, iniquité morale, iniquité 
matérielle. Iniquité politique, M. l'orateur; dans ce siécle ot le 
pouvoir politique est un droit inhérent a tous; dans ce siécle ot le 
monde se gouverne par la pensée et par l'intelligence; c'est mutiler pour 
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ainsi dire l'intelligence d'une population, que de lui refuser sa part 
du pouvoir politique. Avons-nous la n6étre, lorsque le tiers de la 
population du pays @lit la moitié des représentants du peuple? Avons- 
nous notre part lorsque la population francaise du Bas-Canada n'a plus 
d'un quart des voix dans cette chambre? Iniquité morale: 1'exclusion 
de la langue d'un peuple, est une grave atteinte 4 son existence morale; 
puisque la langue est l'expression des moeurs. Iniquité matérielle: 

on a jeté sur nous une dette immense que nous n'avions point contractée, 
et sans égard 4 cette injustice, on a cru que cela ne suffisait pas, 

on a donné 4 une partie de la province chaque année depuis 1'union les 
deux tiers, quelquefois les trois quarts du revenu public pour les 
améliorations locales. L'acte de la réunion des Canadas qui contenait 
toutes ces iniquités de tous genres, ou qui en a été la source était 
considéré comme une punition pour les événemens de 37 et 38. Aujourd'hui, 
M. l'’orateur, que l'on a. pardonné 4 tous ceux qui ont pris part 4 ces 
événemens, ne serait-il pas temps de pardonner au pays qui lui, n'a 

pas été coupable? (Trés bien! trés bien!) On a pardonné a 1'honorable 
et vénérable président du conseil31l, 


MR. VIGER se leva2l2,.... ((I1 dit)) "que 1'hon. Membre s'était 
trompé lorsqu'il avait parlé de pardon; qu'il n'avait jamais recu de 
pardon puisqu'il n'avait pas été m@me accusé qu'il fallait qu'il manquat 
d'expérience pour tenir ce langage." 

Pour l'histoire de sa prison, elle efit été trop longue pour faire 
le sujet d'un discours. 


MR. CHAUVEAU. - A la bonne heure; si l’honorable président du con- 
seil ne veut pas que je dise qu’on lui a pardonné, je dirai qu'on l'a 
amnistié, qu'on a fait semblant de lui pardonner; et je crois que je 
serai plus correct encore, si je dis qu'on 1'a chassé de prison. (Rires 
et cris de @coutez!) Mais est-il mieux ot on 1'a mis? Eh bien! toujours 
est-il vrai qu'on a cessé de 1’inquiéter. On a pardonné aux hommes, M. 
l'orateur, mais on a pas encore pardonné au pays. 

Tl y a un autre homme célébre, beaucoup plus célébre que 1'honorable 
président du conseil, a4 qui l'on a pardonné. Celui-la est a Montréal 
maintenant, et il peut fair entendre dans cette ville, cette voix élo- 
quente qu'enfant, j'ai entendu, et qui vibre encore dans mon ame, comme 
la voix méme de la patrie. (Trés-bien.) On a pardonné 4 un autre 
honorable personnage qui est ici dans cette chambre. C'est 1'honorable 
membre pour le comté de Richelieu. 314 


MR. NELSON. - On ne m’a pas plus pardonné qu'a M. Viger. 315 


MR. CHAUVEAU. - Assurément que l'honorable membre a droit de réclamer 
contre cette expression, mais enfin on a cessé de l'inquiéter. Ona 
aussi mis en liberté ceux qu'on avait déportés! On a pardonné aux hommes; 
n'est-il pas temps et grand temps de pardonner au pays? (Trés-bien! trés 
bien!) 

L'orateur développe ensuite cette considération, et prenant pour 
point de départ l'état de faiblesse dans lequel on a jeté le pays, pour 
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donner violemment 1'ascendant 4 une race sur l'autre, il démontre que 

non seulement, cet état de choses est funéste aux intéréts bien entendus 
de la mére patrie; mais qu'encore ceux qui dans la colonie, combattent 
pour cet état de choses sont les premiers 4 en souffrir. I1 cite pour 
exemple les nouvelles lois impériales sur les céréales. Si le pays 
n'obtient point une compensation 4 ces lois, la connexion avec la mére 
patrie est un marché de dupes. C'est un systéme particulier par lequel 
on se protégerait a nos dépens, sans nous protéger aucunement. Pour 
obtenir du gouvernement métropolitain une compensation comme il en 
faudrait une, il faudrait que nous eussions la force et l'unité d'action 
des anciennes colonies anglaises. Mais si nous sommes divisés et sub- 
divisés en toutes sortes de catégories haineuses et jalouses, a qui la 
faute? sinon 4 ceux qui ont toujours voulu dans le pays, avoir une 
condition d'existence différente de celle de la masse des anciens colons? 
Mais par une distribution assez @équitable, ce sera précisément cette par- 
tie choyée et favorisée de la population qui souffrira le plus du change- 
ment, car c'est elle qui a l'intérét mercantile en main. 

Revenant au paragraphe de 1'adresse contre lequel on a proposé un 
amendement, M. Chauveau dit qu'il ne donnerait pas un tel vote d'apro- 
bation (sic) a aucune administration; méme 4 celle qu'il admirerait le 
plus. I1 est absurde de dire qu'une administration en toute occasion 
a mérité la plus grande reconnaissance, 1'approbation la plus positive. 
Pour donner un tel éloge, il faudrait avoir un ange pour administrateur: 
il faudrait un administration composée d'anges, et si j'étais forcé, 

M. 1'Orateur, de faire de lord Metcalfe ou de ses derniers conseillers 
autre chose que des hommes, je n'en ferais certainement pas des Aerie 


MR. JOHNSTON ((challenged Mr. Chauveau's remarks)) on the election 
Address of the Hon. Solicitor-General for Canada East me 


MR. G. MACDONELL, of Dundas?1® - Perhaps the honourable gentleman 
who has just sat down ((Mr. Chauveau,)) would not, in cooler moments, 
have made such an unjust assertion, as that the people of Upper Canada 
were not represented. This can be easily set at rest by the votes which 
were given after the disruption of the late ministry. The great Reform 
society was set at work and the Honble members from the ridings of York 
were active members of it. During the agitation they were not idle, but 
were sending papers throughout the country and held township meetings. 
Will the hon. member say that the people did not understand the question. 
I will tell the Honble gentleman, that the people of the country had 
their eyes upon them. There are persons in that Honble gentleman's 
county and mine who are well able to and do understand the question at 
issue, the grand question at issue. The county which elected me were up 
to the time of the rupture, friends and supporters of the Honourable 
gentlemen opposite until they wished to be governors over the governor, 
it was then I say that they sent me to this House. I perfectly agree 
with the resolutions presented by the hon. member from Essex. The only 
part in which there seems to be any disagreement is on the subject of 
the late Lord Metcalfe, in reference to his having won the gratitude of 
the people of Canada. It is complained that the speech is not full 
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enough, perhaps they would wish it to be like the President's message. 
The University Bill it is said is not mentioned, but the parties who 
complain made a great opposition to the Bill which was presented last 
session. I... am glad to hear that they are now ready to receive a 
Bill from the ministry. The Assessment Bill is another measure which 
ruined the ministry in my part of the country. Its defects are admitted 
even by themselves. If I read the address of late Inspector Gen. 319 

to Oxford320 right, he stated that he believed it was not a perfect 
bill and that he thought it should be altered.221 ‘The School Bill 

I hope will not be touched until it has had a fair trial.322 The Mun- 
icipal bill he said did not work well. 323 ((It)) has been the cause of 
much confusion between the Council and the Treasurers, especially in 

my district, and it ae qyerce amendment.324 Mr. Macdonnell ... warmly 
supported the address. 


MR. R. MACDONALD, of Cornwall, supported the address. 326 


DR. NELSON. 327 - Je ne me proposais pas de parler ce soir, mais je 
suis forcé de le faire par la conduite plus qu'étrange du vénérable 
membre qui siége vis-a-vis de moi, qui n'a pu @tre élu ni au comté 
de Richelieu, ni au comté de Montréal, mais qui a été obligé de se 
réfugier dans le bourg renommé des Trois-Riviéres, lieu ou les ennemis 
des canadiens sont toujours bienvenus. C'est avec un orgueilleux empres- 
sement que ce monsieur se glorifie qu'il n'a jamais recu de pardon, 
bien qu'il ait été pendant prés de deux ans, dans le pensionnat de sa 
Majesté. Si l'on trouve faute.dans les événemens de 1837-38, il avait 
plus que tout autre besoin de pardon, puisque pendant cinquante ans, 
d'aprés son propre compte, il a fait de l'opposition 4 un mauvais gou- 
vernement, opposition. qui nous a conduits aux @vénemens dont nous parl- 
ons. Je suivais ses pas, comme son humble partisan, car je n'étais 
pas un des mineurs de la politique d'alors, que je ne puis cependant 
qu'approuver. Je dormais donc paisiblement sur la paille dans mon 
cachot, tandis que le vénérable monsieur se trouvait mal 4 son aise 
et comme sur la dure lorsqu'il était couché sur le duvet (he found his 
downy pillow-hard). 11 était en sureté cependant, et moi, ma vie ne 
tenait qu'a un fil.32 


Ici plusieurs membres de la droite se mirent 4 rire ironiquement 
de cette allusion que fesait M. Nelson aux dangers oti s'étaient trouvées 
(sic) ses jours A 


La-dessus, DR. NELSON, se retournant vers eux leur dit 330 cue. S 


riez, messieurs, je méprise votre ironie. 

Personne, M. 1'Orateur, plus que le membre pour les Trois-Riviéres 
ne préche la morale; personne ne porte aussi souvent la main sur sa 
conscience, or, cette méme conscience ne pouvait manquer de lui faire 
d'amers reproches sur l1'attitude extrémement prudente qu'il prit tout-a- 
coup 4 l'approche des difficultés. Mon honorable ami du comté de Québec 
a dit que l'on m'avait pardonné, c'est une erreur, quoiqu'il ne soit 
pas humiliant de recevoir un pardon, aprés une lutte politique. Non, 

M. 1'Orateur, on ne m'a pas pardonné; mais lord Durham, ce grand et 
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excellent homme qui est mort bien trop vite pour le bonheur de ce pays, 
a été forcé, pour s'exempter d'une poursuite en dommage pour nous avoir 
exilés mes sept compagnons et moi, aux Bermudes, de recourir a une loi 
d'indemité, poursuite qui, je suis heureux de le dire, n'aurait été 
intentée par aucun de nous. Nous nous sommes offerts en sacrifice sur 
1l'autel de la patrie, et c'est avec joie que nous aurions tout souffert 
pour obtenir la tranquillité et le bonheur de cette patrie. Voici ce 
qui en est, quant 4 cette prétendue confession de culpabilité qu'on a 
dit que nous avions faite. Un individu, m@ par les meilleurs motifs, 
se mit en communication avec nous sans que lord Durham l'ignorat. Tout 


ce que l'on appelle une confession, le voici: "Si c'est un crime de 
chérir son pays, d'aimer sa constitution, et de nourrir des vues et des 
aspirations élevées, nous étions coupables, et non autrement.'' Sur cet 


aveu, nous fiimes envoyés aux Bermudes, et quelques jours aprés les portes 
des prisons s'ouvrirent et des centaines de braves et honnétes citoyens 
s'en retournérent au sein de leurs familles, aprés un long et cruel 
emprisonnement et furent rendus 4 la patrie qui pleurait leur malheur 

et tremblait pour leurs jours. Tels furent les résultats de cette con- 
fession. Si j'en avait fait une pleine et entiére, et que l'on voudrait 
entacher de déshonneur, devrais—je rougir lorsqu'elle aurait peut-étre 
sauvé la vie d'une foule de mes concitoyens? ... mais de quel crime 
étions-nous accusés? celui d'avoir eu recours a la premiére des lois 

de la nature, qui émane de Dieu méme et qui enjoint a l'homme de défen- 
dre ses jours et se protéger contre les attaques meurtriéres d'un ennemi. 
Je n'ai donc rien fait dont je puisse avoir honte, et que je puisse me 
reprocher, 


Ecoutez, s'écria ici ironiquement M. Gowan. 232 


DR. NELSON ((continued)). Je n'ai que deux mots a répondre 4 1'inter- 
ruption de l'honorable membre: Je doute fort M. 1'Orateur, que s'il se 
trouvait dans de semblables difficultés, il sfit s'en retirer avec autant 
d'honneur. 

Puisque j'ai la parole, je remarquerai qu'il aurait été trés facile 
de la part des ministres de mettre entre les mains de Son Excellence une 
adresse qui aurait rencontré l'assentiment unanime de cette chambre. 

Mais non, il fallait de la discorde. On savait que personne ne se refus- 
erait a sympathiser avec lord Metcalfe, a cause de ses souffrances et 


de ses infirmités, - cependant, il fallait ajouter que son administration 
avait pl@ a tout le monde, et qu'en conséquence tout le monde lui portait 
reconnaissance. Or, tel n'est pas le cas; - nous devons donc nous opposer 


formellement 4a ce qu'une telle expression de sentiments émanés de cette 
chambre, va qu'elle ne serait fondée "ni en justice ni en vérité." 


MR. BOULTON. I did not intend to say anything on the subject to night, 
but honourable gentlemen seem to have forgotten the address. The debate 
has consisted principally in recriminations in relation to the late 
rebellion. They come with a bad grace from the hon. gentleman opposite. 334 
Such recriminations should not be allowed; they should all be forgotten; 
but as they had spoken he would tell retina ((that)) the Member for Rich- 
elieu, of all others, should have been the last man to make those allusions, 
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for he should recollect, and the country could not forget that the blood 
of a murdered Weir, yet unatoned, cried aloud for vengeance. - (Loud 
cheers336 ((and)) loud cries of hear, hear.)337 It is unfortunate that 
the subject has been introduced as it is likely to create a great deal 
of ill feelings.338 They should speak on the address, and if they did 
not like it they could vote against it. They came to that house not to 
accuse one another relative to the late rebellion, but to legislate. 339 


DR. NELSON. The hon. member has alluded to a subject of which he 
probably knows nothing. If acquainted with the facts his allusion was 
most unjustifiable, if not he should have abstained from saying anything 
about it. I hadas little to do with the unfortunate affair alluded to 
as you Mr. Speaker, or the hon. member, and I regretted it as deeply as 
any one could do. d 


MR. BOULTON explained that he did not charge the hon. member with 
being implicated in that affair. 341 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (of Glengarry) said that before voting on the 
amendment under consideration he was desirous of making a few brief 
observations, for having voted, during the last Session for the congra- 
tulatory Address to Lord Metcalfe, on his elevation to the Peerage, it 
might appear inconsistent in him, without an explanation, to be found 
voting in favor of the amendment now before the House. It will be in 
the recollection of the House that in the debate upon that address, he 
made a special reservation, to this effect, that as he could not regard 
the course followed by Lord Metcalfe since he assumed the reins of Gov- 
ernment in Canada, as, entitled to Royal favour, so he (Mr. M'D.) must 
be considered, as voting on that address upon the sole consideration 
that, he, Lord Metcalfe, had secured his Peerage for eminent services 
rendered - in the East and West Indies - and that the learned Sol. Gen- 
eral, West forthwith declared in his place, that there was nothing poli- 
tical in that Address. He had no objection to the present Resolution 
except that part relating to Lord Metcalfe. The hon. and gallant Member 
for Dundas had spoken of the Reform Association, and its influence, but 
he took good care not to allude to the extraordinary efforts made by the 
Government (of which he was an efficient supporter,) to mislead the people 
by inflammatory addresses - nor to the powerful engine called Patronage - 
by which many were made to Rat - nor to the appointment of partizan 
Returning Officers, nor to the bribes offered to and in many instances, 
accepted by renegades who are to be found in all parties, and it was notor- 
ious that the last elections in Upper Canada, were influenced by the causes 
to which he had last adverted, 

A great deal had been said, as to the state of public feeling in Upper 
Canada, and we are told, that there is a strong reaction in favour of the 
present Ministry in that section of the Province. He (Mr. McD.) protested 
against such assertions, and he would challenge proof in support of them - 
excepting what has been stated by the hon. member for Leeds with reference 
to Municipal Councillors in two Townships, which had supported the hon. 
member for Lanark, no evidence is offered - where, he would ask is the 
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constituency in Upper Canada, having now a liberal representative in 
this House, which would elect the hon. the Inspector General - it took 
that hon. gentleman several months before he could strike a bargain 
even in the Tory Counties - and if report be true, a feeler for him was 
put forth in Kent, but the people would not have him - at last he found 
shelter in that very populous county called Huron. Now he (Mr. McD.) 
would undertake to shew that notwithstanding the great efforts made 

by Lord Metcalfe, twelve counties returned as many Liberals on the 
principles avowed by the ex-Ministry, viz: Messrs. Prince, Powell, 
Dr. Smith, Merritt, Price, Baldwin, Small, Harrison, Cameron, Thompson, 
Roblin, and J. S. McDonald - add to that number, Messrs. Thorburn, Crane, 
Morris, Cook, and Killaly, who, entertaining the same principles, and 
having voted on Mr. Price's famous Resolution, could no doubt, have 
secured their seats had they presented themselves for re-election. He 
would ask where is the man who doubts that that honest and consistent 
Reformer the Hon. James Morris, would not now be representing Leeds had 
he chosen to come forward342, 


Here MR. GOWAN interrupted Mr. McDonald, and stated that Mr. Morris 
not only voted against hip (Mr. Gowan) but recommended Mr. Buell to the 
Electors. (Hear, hear.)° 3 


Again MR. J. S. MACDONALD would ask, if Mr. Crane could not have 
been returned - and so in his belief could the others had they thought 
proper to present themselves, he would not even except Mr. Killaly 
whose return for the Town of London, would no doubt be certain, notwith- 
standing its celebrity, then Mr. Speaker, added (Mr. M'D.) it will appear 
that twelve Counties have nobly sustained the ex-Ministry, and that 
seven others would have also come out in like manner - leaving but sev- 
enteen Counties in favor of Lord Metcalfe, add to these the nine members 
for the City of Toronto, and the towns almost invariably in favor of the 
Tories, and where is the great victory even during the late contest, when 
the liberals were charged with treasonable plots against the Queen, had 
all odds against them, when the funds of the Province were pledged, for 
the improvement of several localities which promised to adhere to Lord 
Metcalfe - in fact out of the forty-two Representatives for Upper 
Canada, only about half of the Counties supported the new Ministry. How 
he would enquire, did the gallant Colonel who now represented Essex 
obtain his seat? was it not solely on the ground of his having advocated 
the principles of the ex-Ministry, with whom he voted on the memorable 
occasion at Kingston, and his speech was then such as convinced all who 
heard him that he was in earnest for the maintenance if necessary with 
force, of the very principles of consititutional (sic) government for 
which the then ministry had contended. (Hear, hear, hear.) The hon. 
member was returned by a large majority in opposition to Lord Metcalfe's 
views. 


Here COL. PRINCE rose and said he had gained his election by consis- 
tency and propriety of conduct . 345 


Cheers and laughter from both sides. 346 
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MR. J. S. MACDONALD repeated some observation regarding the gallant 
Colonel's mode of gaining his election34/. 


COL. PRINCE said it is false.348 


Loud cries of "Order, order. "349 


SIR ALLAN MACNAB.--The Speaker called the hon. member to order .390 
COL. PRINCE.--L say it is false, and will not retract it. 3ol 


Great confusion, and cries of "order, "392 

STR ALLAN MACNAB.--The hon. member is out of order; such language 
is unparliamentary. This house must support me, and they have to deal 
with the member for the language. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER.--I have the pleasure of an intimate acquaint- 
ance with the member for Essex, and I am connected in the question 
of debate, and I think he will permit _me to state, that after having 
been called to order by the Speaker, 34 ((and)) upon reflection, 
I think it is a duty he owes to himself, his friends, and this house 
more particularly, to yield to the chair, and to retract the expres- 
sion without regard to the correctness of the facts. 5 Putting aside 
all other considerations, he hoped that so old a Member would not set 
so bad an example to the House. 3°/ 


COL. PRINCE.--Some allowance Mr. Speaker must be made for38 the 
infirmities of humanity. He ((Col. Prince)) had smarted under false 
imputations, and regretted that he had, in the presence of the House 
and the Speaker, made use of the language he had done.359 ‘The hon. 
member has thought proper to charge me with inconsistency, and to 
state that which was not founded on facts. To the house and the360 
Speaker361 alone, therefore do I apologize for using such language, 
and to the House alone do I retract it362 and not to the individual 
who had called forth the remark. 363 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD resumed. He was indeed glad to notice that the 
Hon. Member, at the solicitude of the Attorney General, had so far 
condescended as to apologize for the offensive term made use of by him. 
And as respected the application of that term to the assertion by him 
(Mr. M'D.) he would not fail to take early occasion elsewhere to refer 
to it. He (Mr. M'D.) contended, that as regarded the reaction, as 
evidenced in the late Municipal Election, of which the Hon. Member for 
Leeds had spoken, his (Mr. M'Donald's) district showed a reaction on the 
other side - that so long as the Executive patronage remained with the 
present Ministry there was little hope at present for a strong manifesta- 
tion for the Liberal party; but the time was not far off when the people 
would oust them from their places, and transfer the management of the 
affairs of this Province into other hands. He (Mr. M'D.) would declare 
here, that he, in common with every christian in the Province, felt 
sincere sympathy for the severe affliction under which Lord Metcalfe 
was suffering, and which caused him to leave Canada; and had the resolu- 
tion moved by the Hon. Member for Essex confined itself to an expression 


61 


on that account, he (Mr. M'D.) would have cheerfully supported it; but 
to say that that nobleman's administration of public affairs had on 

all occasions earned for him the esteem of those over Mi he governed, 
is going farther than he (Mr. M'D.) was prepared to go. 4 


COL. PRINCE3®>5 rose amid loud cries of "question"366, ((He)) had 
heard it remarked in his own country before he left it, that ... if you 
would see corruption in the greatest excess you must go to a colony, 
(hear, hear,) and he felt the truth of the remark when he looked on 
some of the gentlemen in the front of the opposite benches. Before 
entering on the subject more immediately before the Chair, he (Mr. P.) 
wished to correct the Hon. Member for Leeds, who had misrepresented 
his Hon. friend for Lanark. His Hon. friend had not accused all of 
the gentlemen opposite of being sycophants, but only those of them 
who had supported all the four former Governors. Ausllion (sic) had 
been made to his Hon. friend's discharge of his duties as Commissioner 
of Customs. He well recollected that many on the other side of the 
house, the late member for Huron particularly, had eulogized his Hon. 
friend for his able discharge of those duties. The member for Leeds 
must know that the Municipal Bill was not introduced by the Ministry, 
of which his Hon. friend, Mr. Baldwin, was a member. 


Here MR. GOWAN explained, and endeavoured to establish that Mr. 
Baldwin had been a member of the Ministry when the bill was prepared, 368 


MR. BALDWIN denied having had any hand whatever in preparing it. 369 
MR. PRICE - the hon. member must be aware that my hon. friend 
voted against the bill, as well as myself, and others of my friends 
on this side. I approved of the principle of the bill, but was dis- 
satisfied with the details. The late Ministry came down with an amend- 
ment, but owing to the disruption their measure was lost. He (Mr. 
Price) did not wish to make any observation that would wound the feel- 
ings of the hon. and learned member for Essex; but really he could not 
understand how that hon. gentleman, after voting for his resolution of 
confidence in the Ex-ministers, could now support the address before 
the House. The hon. member for Leeds had expressed a hope that we 
would have no more ministerial measures involving the fate of the Admin- 
istration; but he (Mr. P.) was sure the hon. member could find no pre- 
cedent in English practice of individual members of an administration 
supporting such measures only as they thought expedient. He (Mr. P.) 
did not mean to say that a ministry should resign every time it was left 
in a minority; but it ought to be prepared with great measures on which 
its views were in harmony with the majority of the House, and of the 
country. The University question was one of this description. It was 
agitating the whole country, and he (Mr. P.) blamed the Ministry for 
not coming down and meeting the question manfully. The Municipal Act, 
if amended,. would give general satisfaction to the country; but there 
were many important alterations imperatively required, and with regard 
to the School Act, was it not true that a gentleman notorious for his 
political turpitude, had been hired to go to Europe to concoct a scheme 
of education? Where was this individual's report? What do the Ministry 
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propose to do regarding the University question? Will they bring down 

a measure, and stand or fall by it? They must know that no sectarian 
measure will give satisfaction; and yet from what he (Mr. P.) knew of 

the opinions of gentlemen opposite, he feared they would not approve of 
any liberal proposition. The endowment however must not be divided. 

With regard to patronage, of which much had been said by gentlemen 
opposite, he (Mr. P.) was not aware of any appointments which were not 
made from the Tory ranks. It has been said that the gentlemen opposite 
have a great majority. It is true they have a numerical majority in 

this House, but how was it in the country? Taking the late census as 

a guide, he (Mr. P.) could shew that the liberal party had a majority of 
206,524 of the population; and even in Upper Canada, should the contested 
counties be decided in favour of the petitioners, they would after all 
their boasting, have only a majority of about 27000, and in this calcula- 
tion he (Mr. P.) had handed over to the administration the consistent 
member for Essex with his copper mines, silk gown and all, although it 
was well known that the hon. member had been returned to support the late 
ministers. But how was this majority attained? By misrepresentation, - 
by persuading the people that the Ex-ministers and their friends were 
under Lower Canada influence, and preferred to sacrifice Upper Canada. 
Such charges had been generally made both against himself and his friends. 
The removal of the Seat of Government had been adduced as a proof; then 
there was the celebrated hand-bill of the Hon. member for Durham, with 
his "Tinkers, Barkers, Shavers," &c. &c. And there was also great misre- 
presentation rgarding (sic) the Assessment Bill: - a measure not then 
well understood but which was now very popular throughout the country. 
Since the election a reaction had taken place, and he (Mr. Price) be- 
lieved that if there was a dissolution the supporters of the Ex-Minis- 
try would succeed in every place but the rotten boroughs. He (Mr. P.) 
should of course oppose the resolutions. How can hon. gentlemen expect 
him to support their address when it was notorious that the present 
Government had been a complete failure, and that all the measures it 

had proposed last session had been abortions? 


(6) 
Diviston on and the uae Le. having been put thereon, a divt- 
matin motton. sion ensued3/1, and the names betng called for, 
they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YEAS. 

ee Boulton, Brooks, Cayley, Chalmers, Christie, Colville, 
Cummings, Daly, » DeBleury, Attorney General Draper, Duggan. Duggan , Ermatinger , 
Foster, ee Hale, Hall, Jessup, Johnston, Macdonald of CORNWALL, 
Macdonald of KINGSTON, Macdonell of DUNDAS, M'Connell, Meyers, Moffatt, 
Papineau, Petrie, Prince, Riddell, Rob idoet Seott, Seymour, Sherwood 
of BROCKVILLE, Satie ten General Shean. Smith of FRONTENAC, Attorney 
General rien, Stewart of BYTOWN, Stewart of PRESCOTT, Solicitor 


General Taschereau, Viger, Watts, Webster, Willtams, and Woods.--(43.) 


NAYS. 
Messteurs Armstrong, Baldwin, Berthelot, Bouttllter, Cameron, Cauchon, 
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Chabot, Chauveau, Desaunter, DeWitt, Drummond, Franchére, Guillet, 
LaFontaine, Lantter, Laurin, LeMoine, Leslte, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, 
Maedonell of STORMONT, Méthot, Morin, Nelson, Price, Roblin, Rousseau, 


Se ee ae ee. 
and Taché.--(27.) 


So it was carrted in the affirmative, and 


Address in ans- Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
wer to Speech. His Excellency, the Admintstrator of the Gov- 


ernment, to thank Hts Excellency for His gra- 
etous Speech from the Throne, at the opening of the present Sesston, 
and to assure His Excellency:-- 

That this House respectfully offers to His Excellency its congra- 
tulattons on his assumptton of the Government of this Province as Admin- 
tstrator, and on the determination of Her Majesty to nominate Hts Excel- 
lency as Her future Representattve in this Province. 

That this House coneurs with His Excellency in expressing sincere 
regret at the painful cause whitch removed His Excellency's distinguished 


(7) 
Predecessor from a station, the duties whereof he discharged with a 
zeal and abtlity that on every occaston won for him the highest appro- 
batton of His Sovereign, and the respect and gratitude of the people over 
whom he prestded as Her Representative. 

That this House wtll thankfully receive Her Majesty's most gractous 
repltes to the several Addresses whtch were adopted during the last 
Sesston of the Legtslature. 

That the early attentton of thts House wtll be directed to the state 
of the Militta, the re-organization of whtch ts, as His Excellency 
informs us, rendered more immediately necessary by the unsettled state 
of the negoctattons whtch have for some time past been carried on between 
the Impertal Government and that of the Untted States of America. 

That thts House begs leave to assure His Excellency that Her Majes- 
ty may rely, wtth the most unbounded confidence, that the loyalty and 
patriotism of every class of Her Majesty's subjects tn Canada, wtil be 
as consptcuous as they have heretofore been, should oecaston call for 
thetr services, to atd in the protectton of thetr country; and that 
this House ts senstble of the necesstty of a well digested and uniform 
system to gtve a fitting direction to thetr most zealous efforts. 

That thts House accepts with gratitude Hts Excellency's assurance, 
that while Our Most Gractous Soveretgn will ever reply on the free and 
loyal attachment of the Canadian people for the defence of this Province, 
and the continuance of British connexton, Her Majesty wtll be prepared, 
as Her Predecessors have always been, to provide with promptitude and 
energy, corresponding wtth the power and resources of the Emptre, for 
the securtty of Her North American Domintons. 

That the subject of the Civil List, whitch was brought under the 
eonstderation of this House by His Excellency's Predecessor, will 
engage tts attention, with the view of making such a provitston as will 
enable Her Majesty to gtve effect to tts wishes by recommending to the 
Impertal Parliament the requistte changes in the Act of Re-unton. 
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That this House will tmmedtately take into constderatton the Finan- 
etal Accounts of the past, as well as the Estimates for the current 

ear. 
; That the expediency of providing for the prosecution and completton 
of the Publie Improvements undertaken wtth the sanetton of Parltament, 
will occupy the deltberatton of thts House. 

That tt affords thts House pleasure to know, that the Revenue of the 
past year has not fallen short of the expectations which were entertained 
of tts amount; and that this House assures His Excellency of tts willing- 
ness to make such provtston for the Publte Service, as the tnterests 
of the people may requtre. 

That this House deeply deplores the unexampled calamity to which the 
anetent City of Quebec has been subjected, and assures His Excellency 
of tts readiness to concur tn such indispensable measures as His Excel- 
Lency's Predecessor adopted on the extgency. 

That this House gratefully acknowledges the sympathy and benevolence 
of the different portions of the British Emptre, called forth by the 
tnfltectton with whitch tt pleased Divine Providence to vistt the ettizens 
of Quebec; and most fully apprectates the noble generosity whitch has 
been exhibited, and which has truly proved that the inhabitants of this 
Provinee are regarded by the people of Great Britain as thetr brethren 
and fellow-subjects; and that tt will be happy to constder any other 

measure whitch tt may be proper to adopt for the restoration of that whtch 
has been destroyed. 

That thts House ts senstble of the tmportance of the tntelltgence 
whtch has been recetved respecting the intended change tn the commercial 
policy of Great Britain, and rejotces to hear that His Excellency has 
already pressed on Her Majesty's Government a constderatton of the 
effect whtch the contemplated change might have on the interests of 
Canada, and stncerely hopes, that when the projected scheme shall be 
fully developed, it wtll be found that the claims of thts country to a 
just measure of proteetton have not been overlooked. 

That thts House thankfully recetves the offer of Hts Excellency's 
co-operation tn all measures for securing the prosperity of thts Pro- 
vinee, and earnestly trusts that under the direction an All-wise Provt- 
dence, a course will be pursued calculated to promote the best interests, 
and to foster the rising growth of this raptdly advancing Colony. 


Resolutton Resolved, That the satd Resolutton be referred to 
referred. a Select Committee composed of Mr. Prince, Mr. 


Gowan, and Mr. Smith of Frontenac, to prepare 
and report the draught of an Address tn answer to the Speech of His 
Eacellency, the Administrator of the Government, to both Houses of the 
Legislature at the opening of the present Session of the Provincial 
Parltament, tn conformity to the satd Resolutton. 


Address to His Mr. Prince reported from the Select Committee 
Excellency the appointed to draw up an Address to Hts Excellency, 
Administrator the Administrator of the Government, that they had 
in answer to dram up an Address accordingly, and the same was 
Speech. read at the Clerk's table, and agreed to by the 


House, and ts as followeth:-- 
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To His Excellency, Lieutenant General, the Right Honourable CHARLES 
“MURRAY, Earl Catheart of Cathcart, in the County of Renfrew, 
Knight Commander of the Most Honourable Military Order of the. 
Bath, Administrator of the Government of the Province of Canada, 
and Commander of Her Majesty's Forces in British North America, 
ges de. eer 


MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: 

We, Her Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legislative 
Assembly of the Province of Canada, tn Provinctal Parltament assembled, 
humbly beg leave to thank Your Excellency for your gracious Speech from 
the Throne, at the opentng of the present Sesston. 

We respectfully offer to Your Excellency our congratulations cn 
your assumption of the Administration of the Government of thts Province, 
and on the determination of Her Majesty to nominate Your Excellency as 
Her future Representative therein. 

We hearttly concur with Your Excellency in the expression of sincere 
regret at the painful cause whtch removed Your Excellency's distingutshed 
Predecessor from a station, the duties whereof he dtscharged with a 
zeal and ability that, on every occaston won for him the htghest appro- 
batton of Hts Soveretgn, and the respect and gratitude of the people 
over whom he prestded, as Her Representattve. 

We wtll thankfully recetve Her Majesty's most gracious replies to 
the several Addresses whitch were adopted during the last Sesston of the 
Legislature. 

We assure Your Excellency that our early attention will be directed 
to the state of the Milttia, the re-organization of which is, as Your 
Excellency informs us, rendered more immediately necessary by the unset- 
tled state of the negociations whtch have, for some ttme past, been 
carried on between the Impertal Government and that of the Untted States 
of America. 

We further beg leave to assure Your Excellency that Her Majesty 
may rely, with the most unbounded confidence, that the loyalty and 
patriotism of every class of Her Majesty's subjects in Canada, will be 
as consptcuous as they have heretofore been, should occasion call for 
thetr services to aid in the protection of thetr country; and that we 
are senstble of the necessity of a well digested and uniform system to 
give a fitting directton to thetr most zealous efforts. 


(8) 

We accept with gratitude Your Excellency's assurrance, that while 
Our Most Gracious Soveretgn will ever rely on the free and loyal attach- 
ment of the Canadian people for the defence of thts Province, and the 
eontinuance of British connexion, Her Majesty will be prepared, as 
Her Predecessors have always been, to provide with promptttude and 
energy, corresponding with the power and resources of the Emptre, for 
the security of Her North American Dominions. 

The Ctvil Ltst, which was brought under our consideration by Your 
Excellency's Predecessor, will not fail to engage our attention, with 
the vtew of making such a proviston as will enable Her Majesty to gtve 
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effect to our wishes by recommending to the Impertal Parltament the 
requisite changes tn the Act of Re-unton. 

We wtll immediately take tnto constderation the Financial Accounts 
of the past, as well as the Estimates for the current year. 

The expediency of providing for the prosecutton and completton of 
the Publie Improvements, undertaken with the sanction of Parliament, 
will occupy our deltberate attention. 

Tt affords us pleasure to know that the Revenue of the past year, 
has not fallen short of the expectations whtch were entertained of its 
amount; and we assure Your Excellency of our willingness to make such 
provtston for the Publte Service, as the interests of the people may 
requtre. 

We deeply deplore the unexampled calamity to whitch the anetent 
City of Quebec has been subjected, and assure Your Excellency of our 
readiness to concur tn such tndtspensable measures as Your Excellency 's 
Predecessor adopted on the extgency. 

We gratefully acknowledge the sympathy and benevolence of the dif- 
ferent porttons of the Brittsh Emptre, called forth by the tnfltctton 
with whtch tt pleased Divine Providence to vistt the cttizens of Quebec; 
and most fully apprectate the noble generostty whtch has been exhtbtted, 
and which truly proves that the inhabitants of this Province are regard- 
ed by the people of Great Britain as thetr brethren and fellow subjects; 
and we shall be happy to constder any other measure which tt may be pro- 
per to adopt for the restoration of that whtch has been destroyed. 

We are senstble of the tmportance of the tntelligence whtch has been 
recetved, respecting the tntended change in the commerctal poltcy of 
Great Britain, and rejotce to hear that Your Excellency has already 
pressed on Her Majesty's Government a constderatton of the effect whitch 
the contemplated change might have on the interests of Canada, and 
sincerely hope that, when the projected scheme shall be fully developed, 
tt will be found that the claims of thts Country, to a just measure of 
protection, have not been overlooked. 

We thankfully receive the offer of Your Excellenecy's co-operation in 
all measures for securing the prosperity of thts Province, and earnestly 
trust that, under the directton of an all-wtse Providence, a course wtll 
be pursued calculated to promote the best tnterests, and to foster the 
rising growth, of thts rapidly advancing Colony. 





COL. PRINCE, ((seconded by MR. DEES moved that the address, 
embodying the resolutions, be engrossed.))3 2 


(8) 

Ordered, That the said Address be engrossed. 

Resolved, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency, the 
Administrator of the Government, by the whole House. 

Ordered, That such Members of thts House, as are of the Honourable the 
Executtve Council of this Province, do watt upon His Excellency, 
the Administrator of the Government, to know Hts Excellency's 
pleasure, when He will be attended by thts House with tts Address. 
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The Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, one of the Members of 
the Executive Counetl, rose tn his place and acquainted Mr. Speaker 
and the House, that His Excellency, the Administrator of the Government, 
will recetve the House, with its Address, to-morrow, at three o'clock, 
P.M., at the Government House. 


Then, on motion of Mr. Macdonell of Dundas, seconded by the Honour- 


able Mr. DeBleury, 
The House adjourned. 373 


FOOTNOTES: 23 MARCH 1846. 


1. 


The debate on this matter was reported in: MIRROR, 23 March 1846, 
and PILOT, 24, 26 March 1846, in identical accounts; MONTREAL GAZ- 
ETTE, 25 March 1846, BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846, and COBOURG 
STAR, 8 April 1846, in accounts which are identical except that in 
the COLONIST and the STAR some speeches have been entirely omitted; 
L'AURORE, 27 March 1846, which was copied by LE CANADIEN, 3 April 
1846, and whose account was copied by LA MINERVE, 30 March 1846; 

LE CANADIEN, 27 March 1846; L'AURORE, 1 April 1846; COBOURG STAR, 

8 April 1846, and CHATHAM GLEANER, 6 April 1846 in identical accounts, 
and the KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846, which was in some respects 
identical to these two accounts, and in others different; and PILOT, 
24 March 1846, which was copied by BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 2 April 1846, 
and by ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 2 April 1846. Baldwin's speech was 
reported identically by MIRROR and MONTREAL GAZETTE except the 
account in MONTREAL GAZETTE was a little longer, although it left 
out the sections on revenue and public improvements. The accounts 
of Aylwin's speech in the two papers were also very similar, although 
the account in MONTREAL GAZETTE was fuller. The debate was also 
reported in: LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 31 March, 2, 4 April 1846, and 

LA MINERVE, 26, 30 March 1846, in accounts which are identical in 
some respects and dissimilar in others, and each containing speeches 
omitted from the other. LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC acknowledged its 
source as LA REVUE CANADIENNE. Commentaries are contained in: 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 24 March 1846, and L'AURORE, 27 March 1846. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 28 March 1846, reported that the debate began 
around 5 o'clock and ended at 11:15. 

CHATHAM GLEANER, 6 April 1846, noted that Prince spoke "in his 
accustomed felicitous manner" while the PILOT, 24 March 1846, ob- 
served that he saw everything in “couleur de rose", and "extolled 
Lord Metcalfe to the skies, totally forgetful of his speeches in 
1843."" Commented LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 28 March 1846, "M. Prince ... 
a 6té chargé de proposer la réponse, et ... 1'a fait avec talent, 
avec cette facilité d'élocution qui le distingue entre tous les 
parleurs de la chambre. L'expérience m'a prouvé cependant, que, 
malgré le charme de son language (sic), il était sans profondeur 

et sans substance. C'est toujours le m@me choix de belles expres- 
sions, toujours cette admiration emphatique pour l'homme ou la chose 
dont il a 4 parler; croirait que, quand il a discuter (sic) les 
actes d'un ami, il fait son oraison funébre." 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 
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KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

LE CANADIEN, 27 March 1846, noted: '"M. Aylwin se léve et parle pendant 
30 minutes."' L'AURORE, 27 March 1846, observed: 'On ne peut refuser 
beaucoup d'‘esprit et d'éloquence a M. Aylwin; mais il faut avouer 
qu'il en abuse passablement.'' The CHATHAM GLEANER, 6 April 1846, 
commented: ''He spoke, or rather prattled, for 30 or 40 minutes; but, 
as is usual with the hon. member for 'my native city,' upon matters 
utterly and entirely irrelevant." 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 28 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 
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PSs 
Lae. 
rae. 
154. 


LD. 


156. 


Is or 


Ua Rode 
Lo 
160. 
LOL 
LoZe 


163. 
164. 
LoS, 


Te: 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. According to the MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 
1846, this was an announcement which gave general satisfaction." 

All the newspapers reported that debates arose before Baldwin's 
amendment, but not upon it, the rest of the debate being on the 

main motion. 

The PILOT, 24 March 1846, observed: 'The debate after the division 
became more animated." 

LA MINERVE, 26 March 1846, gave the following reason for not reporting 
Viger's speech: "Le bruit que fesaient ses supporteurs pendant 

son discours a été cause qu'aucun des rapporteurs des journaux n'a 

pu en faire l'analyse." According to LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 28 March 
1846, however, Viger's speech was received in a totally different 
manner by the House: "Il fut écouté avec une indifférence, un dédain 
marqué par toute la chambre. Jamais je n'ai entendu rien de si pito- 
yable, de si désolant pour la nationalité Canadienne-Frangaise que 

la voir représentée par un homme qui joua un réle autrefois, et qui 
est si littéralement incapable aujourd'hui." Since Viger's speech 
was printed by L'AURORE, 27 March 1846, and by LA MINERVE, 30 March 
1846, it seems fairly conclusive that Viger must have submitted a 
written transcript of his speech to L'AURORE, whose account was cop- 
ied by LA MINERVE. The speech did not appear in LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC. 
MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

L'AURORE, 27 March 1846. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 28 March 1846. 

L'AURORE, 27 March 1846. 

Cauchon's speech, reported at length and identically in the politically 
sympathetic LA MINERVE and LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, prompted editorial 
comments from two politically opposed papers, the MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
25 March 1846, and L'AURORE, 27 March 1846. The GAZETTE wrote that: 
"He ((Viger)) was succeeded by MR. CAUCHON, the virulence of whose 
volubility was chiefly directed against the venerable President of 
the Council; and if there be honour in a French Canadian singling out 
for insult one who has ever fought the battles of his countrymen, and 
suffered for them, both in purse and person, more than any other of 
his fellows, - if there be honour in a beardless boy throwing ridicule 
upon the head of one who, whatever have been his faults, has grown 
gray in the service of his country, - Mr. Cauchon earned it, and we 
wish him joy of it." L'AURORE's comment was as follows: "I1 renou- 
vella (sic) contre le ministére toutes les petites accusations que 

le journalisme déverse sur lui depuis deux ans. Mais de la question 
de 1l'adresse, 1l'hon. membre, n'y songea seulement pas. Ce n'est pas 
sans raison que des journalistes, lui reprochent envers le président, 
une violence que rien ne saurait excuser; et qui est loin de faire 
honneur au pays." 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

LA MINERVE, 30 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 
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166. CHATHAM GLEANER, 6 April 1846. The MIRROR mistakenly refers to the 
first paragraph. 

167. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

168. CHATHAM GLEANER, 6 April 1846. 

169. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

170. CHATHAM GLEANER, 6 April 1846. The KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846, 
reported this in the following terms: 'The Governor General was a 
person living solely by his wealth." Evidently the "wealth" refer- 
red to was the political "capital" mentioned by the CHATHAM GLEANER. 

171. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

172. MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

173. CHATHAM GLEANER, 6 April 1846. 

174. MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

175. CHATHAM GLEANER, 6 April 1846. 

176. MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

177. CHATHAM GLEANER, 6 April 1846. 

178. MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

179. CHATHAM GLEANER, 6 April 1846. 

180. MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

181. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

182. MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

183. CHATHAM GLEANER, 6 April 1846. 

184. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

185. MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

186. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

187. MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

188. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

189. MIRROR, 23 March 1846. The MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846, reported 
that the lion and lamb "fed together." 

190. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

191. KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 


192. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. The KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846, 
phrased this segment of the speech in the following words: "there 
were fawning spaniels complimenting even Mr. Hincks...." 

193, MERROR, 23 March 1846. 

194. KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

195. MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

196. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

197. MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

198. KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

199. MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

200. KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

201. MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

202. PILOT, 24 March 1846. 

203. MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

204. PILOT, 24 March 1846. 

205. MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

206. CHATHAM GLEANER, 6 April 1846. 

207. MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

208. LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 28 March 1846, misidentifies the paper as "un 
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journal tory du Haut-Canada". 

CHATHAM GLEANER, 6 April 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

CHATHAM GLEANER, 6 April 1846. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 28 March 1846. 

CHATHAM GLEANER, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 28 March 1846, 
commented that the Ministry refused to answer this "interpellation 

qui est pourtant parfaitement parlementaire." 

CHATHAM GLEANER, 6 April 1846. The GLEANER described Johnston's 
remarks as "amusing". 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

Gowan's speech prompted editorial comments from papers both support- 
ing and opposing him. According to the CHATHAM GLEANER, 6 April 1846: 
"MR. GOWAN made by far the best speech of the evening, and carried the 
war into the enemy's camp in a way that must have surprised their weak 
nerves. It was a triumphant defence of the ministry, and furnished 
proof by facts of the successful character of Lord Metcalfe's policy." 
On the other hand, LA MINERVE, 26 March 1846, and LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 
2 April 1846, observed: "M. Gowan fit alors un long discours ot il 
poussa souvent des cris de joie en fesant la comparaison entre la 
faiblesse du ministére, l'an dernier, et sa force cette année. Son 
discours fut si long, et si @loigné de la question qu'on le pria enfin 
de s'asseoir." 
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271. The KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846, reported that Gowan quoted Cameron's 
words as follows: ''The hon. member here alluded to other measures 
introduced by 'the previous political botchers who were now anxious 
to tinker them up.'" 
272. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 
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MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. According to KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846, 
Robinson spoke "in a low tone". 

LA MINERVE, 30 March 1846, noted that Chauveau spoke "avec son 
éloquence ordinaire"’; the PILOT, 24 March 1846,observed that he 
made "a most effective speech"; while L'AURORE, 27 March 1846, 
commented: "Mr. Chauveau, meilleur orateur de beacoup, que Mr. 
Cauchon, mérite cependant les mémes reproches." 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

LA MINERVE, 30 March 1846. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

L'AURORE, 1 April 1846. 

LA MINERVE, 30 March 1846. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

LA MINERVE, 30 March 1846, commented that Viger stood up "avec beau- 
coup de vivacité". 

L'AURORE, 1 April 1846. Although LA MINERVE, 30 March 1846, reported 
that “Ici l'hon. Président du Conseil raconta l'histoire de son 
emprisonnement, &c.,'' L'AURORE, 27 March 1846, specifically stated 
"Mr. Viger n'en a pas parlé." 

LA MINERVE, 30 March 1846. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846, which reported that Chauveau's 
speech was "made up of individual attacks upon the Administration, 
from the President of the Council downwards, and a running commentary 
on the Election Address of the Hon. Solicitor-General for Canada 
East; which latter proceeding most particularly raised the ire of 
the loquacious Member for Carleton." 

The PILOT, 27 March 1846, described Macdonell's speech as "rambling". 
MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

PILOT, 24 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. The PILOT, 24 March 1846, accused Macdonell 
of misrepresenting Hincks: "Mr. Hincks has on all occasions, both 
in public and private, vindicated the assessment bill, which he 
introduced in 1843." 

MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 
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323% PILOT, 24 March 1846. 

324. MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

Sooper nLOre 24 March 1846. 

326. KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

327. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846, described Nelson's speech as one 
that his "friends must regard as an untoward event." According 
to LA MINERVE, 30 March 1846, "ce discours ... fut applaudi 4 plu- 
sieurs reprises." 

328. LA MINERVE, 30 March 1846. 
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334. MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

335. KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 
336. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 
337. KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 
338. MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 

339. KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 
340. MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 
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355. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

356. KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

357. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

358. KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

359. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

360. KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

361. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

362. KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

363. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

364. MERROR, 23 March 1846. 

365. PILOT, 24 March 1846: ''Mr. Price spoke at considerable length and 
with his usual ability." LA MINERVE, 26 March 1846: "M. Prince fit 
ensuite un excellent discours, pendant lequel il fut applaudi 4 plu- 
sieurs reprises...." 

366. KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846. 

367. MIRROR, 23 March 1846. 


368. 
369. 
370. 
a/1. 


EY [Pe 
373. 


78 


IBID. 
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EBL. 

"Upon the division on the original motion, it was carried; the num- 
bers standing as before, Mr. Aylwin having gone out, and Mr. Lemoine 
come in.'’ MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

CHATHAM GLEANER, 6 April 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 30 March 1846, noted: ''The House adjourned at half- 
past eleven." 


TUESDAY, 24 MARCH 1846. 


(8) 
House attend AT the hour appotnted, Mr. Speaker and the 
His Excellency House attended upon His Excellency, the Ad- 
the Adminis tra- mintstrator of the Government, with the Address 
tor wtth the of the House, 
Address in an- And being returned. 
swuer to Speech. 
Members attend According to order, Etienne Paschal Taché, 
in their places, Esqutre, Member for the County of L'Islet; 
according to Frangots Desaunter, Esquire, Member for the 
order. County of St. Maurice; and Jean Chabot, Esquire, 


Member for the City of Quebec, who were absent 
on the twenty-first instant, from the Select Committees, appointed to 
try the mertts of the Petitton of William Notman, Esqutre, of Dundas, 
tn the Gore District, complaining of the undue Election and Return of 
Edward Ermatinger, Esquire, to represent the County of Middlesex, in 
thts present Parliament; and of the Petition of James Durand, Esqutre, 
the Sttting Member for the West Riding of the County of Halton; severally 
attended tn thetr places in this House. 








Mr. Taché. Mr. Taché rose in hits place, and having 
given satisfactory reasons for not being pre- 
sent at the meeting of the Select Committee, for the trial of the 
Middlesex contested Election, on the twenty-first instant, and having 
verified the same upon oath, | 
On motton of Mr. Williams, seconded by Mr. Petrie, 


Excused. Resolved, That Mr. Taché having given sattsfac- 

tory reasons for not betng present at the 
meeting of the Select Committee, for the trial of the Middlesex contested 
Electton, on the twenty-first tnstant, and having vertfted the same upon 
oath, be now excused for such non-attendance. 


Mr. Desaunter. Mr. Desaunier rose in hts place, and having 
given satisfactory reasons for not betng pre- 
sent at the meeting of the Select Committee for the trtal of the Mtd- 
dlesex contested Electton on the twenty-first instant, and having vert- 
fted the same upon oath, 
On motion of Mr. Williams, seconded by Mr. Petrte, 


Excused. Resolved, That Mr. Desaunter having given satts- 
factory reasons for not betng present at the 

meeting of the Select Committee, for the trial of the Middlesex contested 

Election, on the twenty-first tnstant, and having vertfied the same 

upon oath, be now excused for such non-attendance. 


Mr. Chabot. Mr. Chabot rose tn hts place, and having 
given satisfactory reasons for not betng pre- 
sent at the meeting of the Select Committee, for the trial of the con- 
tested Election for the West Riding of the County of Halton, on the 
twenty-first instant, and having vertfted the same upon oath, 
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on motion of Mr. Willians, seconded by Mr. Petrie, 


Facused. Resolved, That Mr. Chabot having given satisfac- 
tory reasons for not being present at the 
meeting of the Select Committee, for the trial of the contested Elec- 


(2) 
tion for the West Riding of the County of Halton, on the twenty-first 
instant, and having vertfied the same upon oath, be now excused for 
such non-attendance. 








Members called Mr. Dickson, Member for Niagara; Mr. Lacoste, 
and do not ap- Member for the County of Chambly; and Mr. Ber- 
pear. trand, Member for the County of Rimouski; having 


been severally called, according to order, did 
not appear. 


Mr. Speaker re- Mr. Speaker then reported that the House 
ports attendance had, thts day attended upon His Excelleney the 
of the House on Admintstrator of the Government, with thetr Ad- 
Hts Excellency dress in answer to the Speech of Hts Excellency 
the Administrator, to both Houses of the Legislature, at the opening 
with the Address of the present Session of the Provinetal Parlta- 
in answer to ment; to whitch His Excellency was pleased to 
Speech. make the following answer:-- 

His Excellency's Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly, 

Answer. 


I cordially thank you for thts Address, and 
for the evtdence tt affords, of your earnest de- 
stre to co-operate with me in every measure that may be calculated to 
promote the best interests of Canada. 

I highly appreciate your congratulations upon the distingutshed 
mark of Her Majesty's favour, which the Queen has been gractously 
pleased to confer upon me. 


Report, State of Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a 
the Library. Report*, received from the Ltbrartan, of the 


present state of the Library of the House, pur- 
suant to a Standing Order of the 19th June, 1841. 
The satd Report ts as followeth:-- 


LIBRARY, LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 
20th March, 1846. 


The Librarian has the honour to report, for the informatton of 
your Honourable House, that, during the past recess, the extensive 
and valuable selection of books recommended to be procured by the 
Library Committee of the last Sesston, (Vide Journals 1844-5, pages 
208 and 4, 378 to 880) have, with few exceptions, been duly recetved. 
Thts colleetton embraces continuations for the past two years, of all 
the pertodical works prevtously in the Library, together wtth many 
new and important publicattons tn the vartous branches of French and 
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English literature, which, tt ts hoped, wtll matertally enhance the 
usefulness of the Library for general reference, and meet the approba- 
tion of your Honourable House. 

In the class of French ltterature, a constderable additton has 
been made, and the necesstty for this will be apparent, on considering 
that tn this tmportant branch no purchases have been made since the 
Unton of the Provinces in 1841, which had left a vacuum, particularly 
tn Law and History, tt became highly desirable to fill up, in order 
to place the Library, tn potnt of utility, on a par with those of 
other Legislative Instttuttons on this Continent. 

Agreeably to the order of your Honourable House of the 27th March, 
1845, measures have been taken to factlttate to Members, access to 
the Library, by the construction of a staircase thereto from the 
tnner lobby of the House, thereby removing much of the inconvenience 
hitherto occastoned by its unavotdable location in a part of the 
butlding so dtstant from the Legislattve Chamber. 

The numberous additions that have been made to the Ltbrary since 
the year 1842, when the last catalogue was printed, have rendered it 
advisable to prepare a new one, whtch has accordingly been done, and 
coptes thereof will be distributed to Honourable Members wtthout 
delay. In the comptlation of the new catalogue, the same plan has 
been pursued which was adopted on the prevtous ocecaston, vtz., by 
classification according to the subject matter of the works, wtth an 
index of authors' names appended at the end; but much care has been 
bestowed on tts preparatton. The classification and general arrange- 
ment has been rendered more complete, and every effort made to render 
tt, as much as posstble, an tmprovement upon tts predeccessor. It 
also contains, in addition to the works procured stnce 1842, a cata- 
Logue of the valuable class of books relating to the htstory of 
America, which at the pertod above-mentioned were at Quebec, and have 
stnee been brought up and tneorporated wtth the rest of the collectton. 

Various addittons have been made to thts collection since last 
Sesston; a ltst of whitch, as they were not tneluded among the books 
ordered by the Library Commtttee of last Sesston, ts appended to this 
Report. 

List of works relating to the History of America, added to the 
Ltbrary since last Sesston-- 


Anspach's Newfoundland; 8vo. London, 1827. 

Burgoyne's Campatgn; 12mo. Albany, 1844. 

Bibltotheca Amerteana; 4to. London, 1789. 

Bollan's Importance of Cape Breton; 8vo. London, 1746. 
Burnsby's Travels tn North Amertca; 4to. London, 1798. 

Burton's English Emptre tn America; 12mo. London, 1685. 

Bollan on the Right to the American Fishery; 4to. London, 1764. 
Bradford's American Anttqutttes; 8vo. New York, 1841. 

Calvert's Novae Novt Orbts Historiae; 8vo. Genevae, 1581. 
Chevalier's History of the United States; 8vo. Boston, 1839, 
Carrol's Journal of a Vistt to Canada in 1776; 8vo. Baltimore, 1845. 
Charlevoix's Voyage to Amertea; 2 vols. London, 1761. 

Catlin's Amertean Indians; 2 vols. London, 1841. 
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Dolrizhoffer's History of the Abipones; 3 Volumes, 8 vo. London, 1822. 

Dehaet, Notae et Responsts. Amsterdan, 1643. 

Drake's Book of the Indtans. Boston, 1841. 

Denton's History of New York; 1845. 

Foree's Collections of American Historteal Tracts; 3 Volumes. Washing- 
ton, 1843. 

First Voyage of Columbus. Boston, 1827. 

Farmer and Moore's Htstorical and Literary Journal; 3 Volumes. 

Farnhan's Travels tn Caltfornia. New York, 1844. 

Greenhows Memoir on North Amertea, and Report on Nattonal Defences of 
the Sea Coasts of the Untted States. 

Halkett's Histortcal Notes on the Indians. London, 1825. 

Hollingworth's Nova Seotta. London, 1787. 

Hinton's History of the Untted States; 2 Volumes. London, 1830-32. 

Histotre de la Guerre, Poulin de Luminan. Géneve, 1757. 

Lahontan's Voyage to America; 2 Volumes, 12mo. London, 1703. 

L'Eneyclopédie Canadtenne, par Bibaud; 8vo. Montreal, 1842-43. 

Mémotres des Commtssatres du Roy sur les Possessions des deux Couron- 
nes en Amérique; 4 Volumes, 4to. Parts, 1755. 

Moorsom's Letters on Nova Scotia. London, 1830. 

Miller's Descertptton of New York tn 1693. London, 1843. 

New York Historteal Collections; 4 Volumes. 

Prinee and Dawson's Sermons on Reduction of Loutsbourg and Quebec. 
London, 1760. 

Popple's American Atlas, on 20 sheets folto. 

Prior Documents relating to the dispute with Amertca, 1777. 


(10) 
Ptetortal History of the Amertcan Revolutton. 
Pteturesque Tourtst through the N. and E. States to Canada, 12mo. 
N.Y. 1844. 
Proceedings of the New York Hist. Soctety, 8vo. 1845. 
Reeve's Htstory of Newfoundland. London, 1798. 
Rélattons des Jésuites pour les années 1650-51, and 1670-71. Paris. 
Relation des Quatres Voyages de Colomb, par Navarette, 3 vols. 
Parts; 1828. 
Relatton du Bombardement de Québec, with an English Version. Plymouth. 
Smtth's Narrative of Major Andre. London, 1808. 
Sagard--Le Grand Voyage du Pays des Hurons, 12mo. Parts, 1632. 
Stmcoe's Milttary Journal. N.Y. 1844. 
Stone's Life of Brandt, 2 vols. 1838: 
Stephen's Inetdents of Travel in Yueatan, 2 vols. 1844. 
Sparke's American Btography, ( 6 Wols. Lane. 
Smith's Discovery of Amertca, by the Northmen. London, 1839. 
Transactions of the Ethnologteal Soctety. 
Ten Years in Oregon; by Lee and Frost, 12mo. N.Y. 1844. 
The War of the American Revolutton. 
Voyage de Hennepin, Edttton de 1698. Utrecht. 
Walker's Expedttton to Canada in 1710. London, 1720. 
Wynne's Aceount of the Colony of Newfoundland, 12mo. 1662. 
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Winthrop's Journal, 2 vols. Boston, 1825. 
Wilke's Exploring Expeditions, 5 vols. 8vo. 

The total number of Books now in the Ltbrary, exclustve of the 
American class, above referred to, ts 8553, that class contains 960 


volumes, making a total of 95138. 
All which ts respectfully submitted. 


WILLIAM WINDER, 


Librartan. 

Also, 
Accounts Trintty Accounts of the Trintty House?, Quebec, for 
House Quebec. the year ended the 31st December, 1845, received 

tn conformity to the 20th Sectton of the Act 4 

and © Vietorta, Cap. 15. 

(For the satd Accounts, see Appendix E.) 

Petttions The following Petitions were severally 
brought _ up. brought up and laid on the table:-- 


By Mr. Chauveau,--The Petitions of Captain 
Joseph Bedard and others, of the County of Quebec; the Petition of the 
Reverend P. Roy and others, of the County of Quebec; the Petition of 
J. B. Trudel, Esquire, and others, of the County of Quebec; the Peti- 
tion of Jacq Jacques Légaré, Esquire, Mayor, of the Counctllors and others, 
of the Municipality of the Parish of Ste. Foye, in the District of 
Quebec; and the Petttion of Jean Baptiste Pagé and others, tnhabttants 
of the Parish L'Anctenne Lorette. 

By Mr. Meyers,--The Petttton of the Munietpal Counetl of the Dis- 
trict of Victorta (relating to the Muntctpal Counctl Act); the Peti- 
tton of the Muntctpal Counetl of the Distrtet of Vtetorta (relating 
to a macadamtzed road); and the Petttiton of the Muntetpal Counctl of 
the District of Vtetorta (relating to a Ratlroad Company). 

By Mr. Petrte,--The Petition of George Roe and others, of the 
County of Russell. 

By Mr. Price,--The Petition of the District Counetl of the Home 
District; the Petition of John Grubb and others, tnhabttants of the 
Townshtp of York and of the Gore of Toronto; and the Petttion of the 
Reverend W. Adam and others, Unttartan Christians of the City of 
Toronto. 

By Mr. LeMotne,--The Petition of A. Sauvageau and others, of the 
County of Huntingdon. 

By the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smtth,--The Petttion of 
Willtam Workman and others, of the District of Montreal. 

"By Mr. Macdonell of Dundas,--The Petition of Wishe Tegarehonttie 
and others, Chtefs and Warrtors, Iroquots, Algonquins « and Niptssings, 
of St. Regis and other places. 

By Mr. Jessup,--The Petition of the Reverend Robert Blakey and 
others, members of the United Church of England and Ireland, tn the 
Townshtp of Augusta, in the County of Grenville, tn the Diocese of 
Toronto. 
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By Mr. Laurin,-- The Petttton of Jean Baptiste Miville Dechéne, of 
St. Henry; the Petitton of Julten Demers, Esquire, and others of the 
Parishes of Ste. Croix and St. Flavien in the County of Lotbintére; 
the Petition of the Reverend J.B. Potvin and others, of the County 
of Lotbintére; the Petition of the Reverend Louts Proula and others, 
of St. Antoine de Tilly, and other Parishes tn the County of Lotbini- 
re; and the Petttton of the Reverend P. Patry and others, of the 
Parish of St. Gtles, tn the County of Lotbintére. 

By Ve Boulos The Petition of the Mayor, Alderman and Common- 
alty of the City of Toronto. 

By Mr. Gowan,--The Petition of the Muntetpal Counctl of the Dis- 
trict of Johnstown. 

By. Mr. Taché,--The Petition of the Honourable Antotne G. Coutllard 
and others, of the County of L'Istlet. 

By Mr. Bouthillter, --The Petition of G. Marchand and others, of 
the Distrtet of Montreal. 

By Mr. De Witt,--The Petition of M.F. Valots and others, Inhabt- 
tants and Proprietors of Lachine and other Parishes. 

By. Mr. Méthot,--The. Petition of L.M. Cressé and others, of the 
Parish of St. Jean Baptiste de Nicolet. 

By Mr. Brooks, --The Petttton of Thomas Steel and others, of the 
Counttes of Sherbrooke and_Drummond; the Petition of John Moore, Esquire, 
and others, of of Westbury, and other Townshtps; the Petttion of the Mun- 
tetpal Counetl of the Muntetpaltty of Ascot, and the Petition of H.N. 
Hill and others, tnhabitants of Eaton tn the County of Sherbrooke. 

By Mr. Watts,-- The Petitton of Lteutenant Colonel P.J. Héroux and 
others, landholders of the Township of Warwick; the Petition of the 
Reverend Clovts Gagnon and others, of the Township of Stanfold and places 
adjoining. 

By Mr. Soliettor General Taschereau,--The Petttton of Charles 
Robertson, Esqutre, and others, Inhabitants of Pointe Levi, tn the Dis- 
trict of Quebec; and the Petition of Louts Joseph Lav Laverrter, and others, 
Inhabitants of the Parish of St. Bernard, tn the County of Dorchester. 

By Mr. Chabot,--The Petition of the Directresses and Managers of 
the Charitable Assoctation of the Roman Catholte Ladies of Quebee; the 
Petttton of Augustin Gauthter, junior, of Quebec, Inspector of Anatomy; 
the Petition of the Soetety of Education of the District of Quebec; the 
Petition of Roderick M'Gillis, and others, licensed Cullers of Quebec, 
(relating to a Mutual Reltef Soetetyh; the Petitton of Roderick M'Gtllis 
and others, Cullers and Inspectors of Timber, (relating to the Quebec 
Cullers Benevolent Socetety); and the Petttton of Messteurs Burroughs oughs and 
Huot, Prothonotary of the Court of Queen's Bench for the District of 
Quebec. 

By Mr. Macdonald of Kingston,--The Petition of J. Ferrier, Esquire, 
and others, Inhabttants of the Province of Canada; and the Petition of 
Henry Gtldersleeve and others. 

By Mr. Smith of Frontenac,--The Petition of the Venerable George 
O'kill Stuart, L.L.D., and other members of the Untted Church of Eng- 
land and Ireland, tn the Parish of St. George, Kingston, in the 
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Dtocese of Toronto. 
By the Honourable Mr. Aylwin,--the Petition of Thomas Ainslie Young, 
Esquire, of the City of Quebec; and the Petition of the Quebec Board of 
Trade, (relating to a Custom House. ) 


County of Mr. Willtams, Chairman of the Select Commit- 
West Halton tee appotnted to try the merits of the Petttton 
Election. of James Durand, Esquire, complaining of the un- 





due Election and Return of James Webster, Esquire, 
the Sttting Member for the West Riding of the County of Halton, reported 
that the Committee met thts morning at ten o'clock, pursuant to adjourn- 
ment; but, tn consequence of the absence of Mr. Lacoste, a Member of the 
Committee, they were unable to proceed to business. 





County of Mr. Willtams, from the Select Committee ap- 
Middlesex potnted to try the merits of the Petition of 
Electton. Willtam Notman, Esqutre, of Dundas, in the Gore 


District, complaining of the undue Election and 
Return of Edward Ermatinger, Esqutre, to represent the County of Middle- 
sex in this present Parliament, reported that the Committee met this day, 
pursuant to adjournnent; but could not proceed to business, tn conse- 
quence of the absence of their Chairman Mr. Dickson, and of Mr. Lacoste. 


County of Ox- Mr. Chauveau, Chairman of the Select Commit- 
ford Election. tee appotnted to try the mertts of the Petition 


of the Honourable Francis Hineks, of the City of 
Montreal, complaining of the undue Election and Return of Robert Riddell, 
Esquire, Sttting Member for the county of Oxford, reported that the Com- 
mittee met thts morning at ten o'clock, pursuant to adjournment; but, in 
consequence of the absence of Mr. Dickson, Mr. Lacoste, and Mr. Bertrand, 


Members of the Committee, they were unable to proceed to business. 


Members to at- . Ordered, That Mr. Dickson, Member for the Town of 
tend tn their Niagara; Mr. Lacoste, Member for the County of 
places. Chambly, and Mr. Bertrand, Member for the 


County of Rimouskt, do severally attend in 
in thetr places in this House at the next Sitting thereof.3 


In consequence of the absence of Messrs. Dickson, Bertrand, and 
Lacoste from the Committee to try the merits of the contested election 
of Oxford4, MR. SMITH, of Frontenac, rose to propose a resolution 
similar, he said, to, one introduced by him during the session of 1842. 
On that occasion, a committee appointed to try the election of the 2nd 
Riding of the County of York had been reduced to a number below nine, 
and the commission having met three successive times with its number 
reduced, he (Mr. S.) moved for its dissolution agreeably to the 22nd 
section of the Grenville Act. The hon. member went on to speak of the 
great inconvenience and labour of attending committees, and of the 
necessity of protecting members from all unnecessary trouble of that 
kind; he also quoted from the English Grenville Act to shew that it 
bore out his view of the meaning of the clause of the Colonial Act to 
which he had referred>. 
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County of Ox- Mr. Smith of Frontenac, moved, seconded by 
ford Electton. Mr. Macdonell of Dundas, that the Select Commit- 


tee appointed to try the merits of the Petitton 
of the Honourable Francis Hineks, of the City of Montreal, complaining 
of the undue Electton and Return of Robert Riddell, Esquire, Sttting 
Member for the County of Oxford, having been unavoidably reduced to 
less than nine Members, and shaving so continued for the space of three 
Sitting days, ts dissolved.® 


MR. AYLWIN wished to know if it were a fact that members were un- 
avoidably absent, and if so how the fact became known; he would put 
that question to the Speaker, and if that officer answered in the af- 
firmative, then he (Mr. A.) would vote for the resolution. / 


MR. BALDWIN regarded the question put by the hon. friend as most 
correct; if it were not positively known that the members absent were 
"unavoidably" so, why discharge them? the act plainly contemplates 
that the committee should be dissolved when reduced to below 9 members 
having been relieved by an order of the House; the language of the 
act "death or otherwise" shewed the class of causes of absence upon 
which the House could act when the causes were clearly pointed out. 

It was clear that the House could not discharge members without any 
cause whatever being established; and certainly members could not 

cease to be of the committee until relieved by an express order of 

the House; he Mr. Baldwin maintained that it was evident from the 

words "death or otherwise” that it could not have been intended that 
temporary causes would disqualify members; if mere absence were to be 
sufficient it would, he thought, be so expressed ((that)) the learned 
Attorney General for Upper Canada and other legal gentleman (sic) on 
that side of the House would understand the rule by which other words 
in a sentence of an act took their meaning from the leading and intel- 
ligible word. He Mr. Baldwin could sympathise with the learned member 
for Frontenac and others in their unnecessary attendance but he also 
had sympathy for those who had gone to a large expense in prosecuting 
the enquiry, for the petitioner in the case and for the constituency 
who were to be effected by the decision. Here the hon. member referred 
to the precedent adduced by Mr. Smith, and showed how utterly inapplica- 
ble it was; in that case the Committee was reduced below the legal num- 
ber by 3 members having been expressly relieved by the House, - one was 
excused and the others had vacated their seats by taking office and 
were, therefore, legally dead. He (Mr. B.) would warn the House of 

the effect of such a precedent as the adoption of the resolution in 
question; hereafter parties might absent themselves from mere wilfull- 
ness in order to destroy the proceedings of any election Committee’, 


Certainly from MR. SHERWOOD?. 


Well then, resumed MR. BALDWIN, if that be the case you are putting 
a construction upon the act which was never intended, you are denying 
justice to parties in the position of the petitioner, and it would be 
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more manly of you to use your majority at once to turn us all out by 
your mere vote; the petitioner and others interested in the present 

case have been collecting evidence at great expense, and to get rid 

of the matter in this way was, he would again say, a palpable denial 
of justice, 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD had not intended to say a word on this 
question but after the feeling manifested by the hon. and learned mem- 
ber for the 4th. Riding who had accused those on his side of the House 
of unfairness he felt it impossible to keep silence. Such remarks 
would have come better from the hon. member for Quebec who had cried 
out "let us retire.'' Let the hon. member retire - who would he find 
to follow him. He Mr. Sherwood desired nothing but justice. What in- 
jury would it do either the petitioner or the sitting member to have 
a new Committee struck before which the same evidence would be brought. 
It had been said that the act only contemplated absence by death or 
disqualification but how could this be reconciled with the words in 
the clause “when those who are able to attend are reduced below nine." 
(Hear, hear.) The object of the Legislature was to require all to be 
present, and to guard against obstruction. Were Committees to sit day 
after day waiting on absent members? Certainly not. The precedent 
quoted by his hon. friend from Frontenac was certainly not one similar 
to the present case, but he (Mr. S.) felt convinced that the same course 
must be taken. Although he had referred to the feeling manifested by 
the hon. and learned member for North York, still he (Mr. S.) had no 
doubt that the hon. member had given his conscientious opinion. Still 
he could not agree with it. He hoped a Committee would be struck and 
its report given in before the return of the absent members .11 


MR. ROBLIN said it might appear presumptuous in him to give an 
opinion on the present question which appeared to be one of mere law, 
and which ought therefore, perhaps, to be left to legal gentlemen; but, 
when he saw lawyers depart from their proper course, and instead of con- 
fining themselves to the law of the question saying "if this committee 
be dissolved you will get another as good. &c.,'' he thought that per- 
haps it would be tolerated in him to go a little out of his way and 
say a few words on law; he thought, then, that the law did not disqua- 
lify members of an election committee until it was proven that they 
were "unavoidably" absent; how is it known that the committee is un- 
avoidably reduced to 9? - as well might it be said that because several 
members of this House are absent, the House does not consist of the num- 
ber of 84; as long as members were able to attend they were members, 
and where was the proof that Messrs. Dickson, Bertrand, and Lacoste 
were not able to attend, were as the law expresses it "unavoidably" 
absent, - he (Mr. Roblin) did not pretend to a knowledge of law, but 
thought he possessed some common sense, and by exercising it, persons 
learned and unlearned could perceive, that a Committee should exist so 
long as its members were members, that is, so long as they were not dis- 
qualified by law. In this case there was no disqualification by law, 
the absent members have not been discharged, they may be, even now, 
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in the District, and may be in attendance to-morrow.1!2 


MR. AYLWIN said he hoped that the members on the other side who 
were lawyers would be edified by the reasoning of the hon. member for 
Prince Edward, who was not a lawyer. He (Mr. Aylwin) would, in addi- 
tion to what had been so well said by that gentleman, ask what reason 
had the party opposite to complain in this case, what had they suffered 
by waiting the arrival of members. The member petitioned against kept 
his seat, the Government had his vote; he Mr. Aylwin should like to see 
the opinion given upon this question by the learned Solicitor General, 
West, published in all the papers of the Province, he (Mr. A.) would 
hold him to that opinion, and would like to see it submitted to Her 
Majesty's law officers in England, that they might judge from it how 
Her Majesty was served in this country. As to the law in this case 
he would not condescend to argue it. The hon. member for Frontenac 
had read from an English book in support of his view of the law, but 
did he think it was before ignorant Commissioners of a country Court 
he was speaking, or did he know that he was arguing before the people 
of Canada, in their Legislative Assembly. When such proceedings were 
countenanced, he (Mr. A.) thought of how our neighbors across the lines 
would regard us, they would blush for us, and if they blushed, what 
would be the feeling in England. The hon. member concluded by again 
strongly Sed aan against the legal opinions that had been enunciated 
on the other side.13 


COL. PRINCE urged in support of the resolution the inconveniences 
to which members were put by the non attendance of the members of the 
committee. He was sorry that the hon. member for Quebec had attacked 
Upper Canada lawyers.14 


MR. AYLWIN explained that his remarks were confined to Messrs. 
Sherwood and Smith.15 


He (COL. PRINCE) took the same view of the law as the Hon. Solici- 
tor General, and would have thought it more creditable in the learned 
member for Quebec to have opposed him with argument than with mere 
declamation.16 


MR. CHAUVEAU spoke in French against the resolution, and dwelt on 
the word "unavoidable" as conveying clearly the meaning that without 
some evidence members could not be relieved from their duty.1/ 


MR. WILLIAMS said he could not make up his mind to vote for the 
resolution- the words of the law were “unavoidably absent", and he 
believed they applied to physical inability; the Committee should 
meet until unavoidable absence was proven; he (Mr. Williams) would not 
vote for the resolution-he thought the course proposed by it would 
open the door to fraud.18 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER next spoke, and having first admitted that 
Mr. Baldwin argued the point in question like a lawyer, and that the 
rule which he (Mr. B.) had laid down in reference to the interpreta- 
tion of certain words in an act of Parliament, was correct, proceeded 
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to argue from the words of the Act "and shall so continue to meet for 
three successive days," that it must have been intended that the clause 
should apply to other causes than that of death; why should the Commit- 
tee continue to meet in case of death? that was a cause which would 
extend not only to three days, but to all days-it was then, he thought, 
clear that other causes were contemplated. 


MR. LAFONTAINE said that the word "unavoidable" applied to the 
fact causing the absence. Where was the proof of the fact of unavoid- 
able absence in this instance; there was no proof, and if the absent 
members were discharged it might be unjust; they (the members) might 
come before the House to-morrow and be themselves the witnesses that 
they had not been unavoidably absent. 





MR. CHRISTIE said he would not vote for the resolution; he 
"could not consent to discharge the Committee until he was conscienti- 
ously satisfied that the members referred to were unavoidably absent.'""21 


MR. HALL said he could not make up his mind to vote for the resolu- 
tion at present, and if he were obliged to vote then it would be against 
the resolution; he would move that the question be postponed till Thurs- 
day next. 


MR. DUGGAN seconded the motion. 23 


(iiy 
On motton of Mr. Hall, seconded by Mr. Duggan, 


Ordered, That the further consideration of the satd motion be postponed 
until Thursday next. ? 


County of Ordered, That the Select Committee appointed to 
West Halton try the mertts of the Petttton of James 
Electton. Durand, Esquire, complaining of the undue 


Electton and Return of James Webster, Esquire, 
the Sitting Member for the West Riding of the County of Halton, have 
leave to adjourn unttl Monday next at ten o'clock, A.M., in consequence 
of the Commtssion issued thereon not having been returned. 








Message from The Honourable Mr. Daly, one of Her Majesty's 
Hts Excellency Executive Council, deltvered to Mr. Speaker a 
the Administrator. Message from His Excellency the Administrator 


of the Government, stgned by His Excellency. 
And the satd Message was read by Mr. Speaker, all the Members of 
the House betng uncovered, and ts as followeth:-- 


CATHCART. 

The Administrator of the Government transmits, for the tnformatton 
of the Legislative Assembly, Coptes of the Despatches from the Secretary 
of State enumerated in the annexed Schedule, conveying the gractous 
Answers whitch the Queen has been pleased to direct to be returned to 
the several Addresses to Her Majesty adopted during the last Sesston. 
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
24th March, 1846. 


Despatches. SCHEDULE of the Despatches accompanying Message 
of 24th March, 1846. 





NO. DATE. SUBJECT 

















reply to Address of Assembly respecting Duttes on 

Cotontal butlt Shipping. 

In reply to Address of Assembly on behalf of Alexander 
M'Leod. 

In reply to joint Address on behalf of Mr. Crooks. 

In veply to Address of Assembly, praying for a reduc- 

tton of Duty on Canadian Tobacco. 


In reply to jotnt Address on the subject of the regula- 
tton of Colontal Trade and Navigation, and the 
extension of the privileges of Naturaltzatton 
when conferred by Provinetal enactment. 

In reply to jotnt Address respecting the use of the 
French language tn Legtslative Records. 


20 


(Copy.) No. 865 


DOWNING STREET, 
érd April, 1845. 


MY LORD, 

I have latd before the Queen the Address to Her Majesty, from the 
Legtslative Assembly of Canada, enclosed in your Despatch of the 3rd 
of February last, No. 213, and deprecating the tmposttion of Duttes, 
by any Parltamentary enactment, upon Shipptng butlt within her Majes- 
ty's Colontal Domtntons. 

I have recetved Her Majesty's Commands to instruct your Lordship 
to assure the House of Assembly, that no such measures as those re- 
ferred to tn the Address, have ever been contemplated by Her Majesty.'s 
Government. 

I have, &e. 
(Stgned, ) STANLEY. 


The Right Honourable 
Lord METCALFE, G.C.B., 
&G. &e. &e. 
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(Copy.) No. 898. 
DOWNING STREET, 
20th June, 1845. 


MY LORD, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordshtp's Despatch of 
the 7th Aprtl, tn whitch you enclose an Address to the Queen from the 
Legislative Assembly of Canada, and a Report from a Committee of that 
House, bringing under the consideration of Her Majesty the losses sus- 
tained by Alexander M'Leod,25 in consequence of his imprisonment in 
the Untted States, on the charge of having asststed in the destruction 
of the Caroline. 

I have latd thts Address before the Queen, and have received Her 
Majesty's Commands to instruct your Lordship to acquaint the House of 
Assembly, that Her Majesty cannot acknowledge that Alexander M'Leod 
has a valtd tttle to be indemnified at the expense of Her Majesty's 
Treasury for the losses which he may have tneurred by the proceedings 
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instituted agatnst him by the authorities of the Untted States of 
Amertca, tn the year 1840. Her Majesty omitted no practicable effort 
to obtain for Alexander M'Leod redress from the Government, and from 
the legal Trtbunals of the United States, and must decline to admit 
any further responstbility on hts account. 
I have, &e. 


(Stgned, ) STANLEY. 


The Rtght Honourable 
Lord METCALFE, G.C.B., 
&c. &e. &e. 


(Copy.) No. 396, 
DOWNING STREET, 
26th June, 1845. 


MY LORD, 

I have received and laid before the Queen the joint Address to Her 
Majesty from the Legislative Counetl and the Legtslative Assembly of 
Canada, whitch accompanted your Despatch, No. 247, of the 8th April, 
praying that Her Majesty would cause measures to be adopted for pro- 
curtng indemnification from the Government of the United States for 
Mr. Crooks, whose vessel, the Lord Nelson, was captured by an Ameri- 
can Crutser previously to the Declaration of War in 1812; and further 
praying that, tf tndemnificatton be withheld, Her Majesty would cause 
such other proceedings to be adopted as would have the effect of ob- 
taining redress for Mr. Crooks. 

Her Majesty has commanded me to tnstruct Your Lordship to acquaint 
the Houses of Legtslature, that the conclustve optntons whteh have, 
at different times, been pronounced by the Legal Advisers of the Crown 
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upon Mr. Crooks' application for redress, preclude Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment from remonstrating with the Government of the United States upon 
thts subject wtth any prospect of success, and that Her Majesty, not 
having any means at Her dtsposal of affording Mr. Crooks tndemnifica- 
tion for his loss, ts unable to comply with the application preferred 
on his behalf by the two Houses of Legislature in Canada for reltef 
tn some other shape. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed, ) STANLEY. 


The Right Honourable 
Lord METCALFE, G.C.B., 
&e, &c. &e. 


(Copy.) No. 404. 
DOWNING STREET, 
30th July, 18465. 


MY LORD, 

I have recetved and latd before the Queen, Your Lordship's Des- 
patch, No. 249, of the 10th of Aprtl, enclosing a Petition from the 
Legislative Assembly of Canada, praying for a reduction in the Duty 
upon Tobacco grown tn that Provinee, when imported into Great Brttatn. 

I have to inform Your Lordshtp, tn answer, that Her Majesty has 
been pleased to recetve this Petttton very gractously. But as the 
prinectple of equaltaing the Duties on Foretgn and Colonial Tobacco 
has been so recently dectded upon tn Parltament, I have not felt my- 
self at liberty to bring that subject agatn under the constderatton 
of the Legislature. 

I have, &c. 





(Signed, ) STANLEY. 


The Right Honourable 
The Lord METCALFE, G.C.B., 
Ge. 'eG. de. 


(Copy.) No. 17. 
DOWNING STREET, 
3rd February, 1846. 


MY LORD, 

On the 18th September last, my Predecessor in this Office, in his 
econfitdenttal Despateh of that date, No. , promised that the views 
of Her Majesty's Government on the subjects embraced tn the joint Ad- 
dress of the two Houses of the Canadian Legtslature, of the of 
should be stgntfted to Lord Metcalfe, as soon as might be possible 
after the meeting of the Cabinet tn November last. 

Circumstances, to whtch tt ts needless to refer to more particularly, 
having prevented the fulfillment of that tntentton by Lord Stanley him- 
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self, tt now devolves on me to carry it tnto executton. 

I have tatd before the Queen the joint Address of the two Houses, 
and have had the honour to submit to Her Majesty the views of Her 
Majesty's confidenttal Advisers as to the proper course to be taken 
in reference to each of the topics embraced in that Address. 

The Queen having been pleased to approve and sanction the advice 
thus tendered to Her Majesty, has commanded me to explain those vtews 
to Your Lordship, for the information of the Legislative Council and 
Assembly, to whom Your Lordshtp will therefore communtcate a Copy of 
thts Despatch, as explanatory of the conclustons whteh Her Majesty has 
been pleased to'’adopt and sanetton. 

I have also to instruet Your Lordshtp to aequatnt the two Houses 
of Provinctal Legislature, that thetr Petittons, to either House of 
Parliament, were presented during the last Sesston: to the House of 
Lords by Lord Stanley, and to the House of Commons by Mr. Hope. 

An important question was brought, in the above Address, under 
the notice of my predecessor, with respect to the impositton of dtf- 
ferenttal Duttes upon Goods brought into Canada, otherwise than by 
sea. The purpose of such Duties would avowedly be, to offer a pre- 
mium upon traffic by way of the St. Lawrence, as compared wtth traf- 
fie by way of New York, and other parts of the Untted States. 

In respect to any proposal having this object, Her Majesty's 
Government have to consider, tn the first place, whether they shall 
adopt such a poltey, make it their own, and introduce measures tnto 
the Impertal Parltament for the purpose of gtving effect to tt; in 
the second, whether, tf they are not tnelined to such a course, they 
shall still leave tt open to the Provinetal Legislature to deal with 
the questton as one of tnternal, rather than of Imperial concern. 

Upon the first of these points I have to acquaint you that Her 
Majesty's Government do not tntend to propose to Parliament any 
measure for the tmposttton of new differenttal Duties upon Goods 
brought tnto Canada by land carriage and Inland Navigation. Their 
opinion ts that both the St. Lawrence and the route of the United 
States have their own commerctal advantages. The Impertal Statutes 
already throw an addittonal wetght, whitch I hold to be not tneon- 
siderable, tnto the seale of the former route, and I do not think tt 
would etther be advisable in the particular case, or befit the com- 
merctal policy of the British Legtslature, that tt should undertake 
further to effect the competitton between them. 

As a consequence of what I have already stated, you will readily 
infer, that I cannot authorize your Lordship to recommend the tntro- 
duction of any measure of the kind, wtth the authortty which you pos- 
sess as the Representative of Her Majesty. 

But on the other hand I must give a different reply to the ques- 
tion, whether you are to tntimate dtsapproval of such a measure tf 
you should find it to be unequtvocally demanded by the general senti- 
ment of the community, and should be presented to you for Legislative 
sanetton. 
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You are aware that tt ts a rule of Impertal poltcy generally to 
reserve to Parltanent the consideration of any question of differen- 
tial or protective Duty which may arise in the Colontes. Not refusing 
to make due allowance for subststing trregularitties of practice in 
this respect, I am destrous in prospective Legislation, to adhere to 
thts maxim. But TI grant that tt ts more strictly appltcable to mart- 
time commerce than to the case of a Colony having direct and extended 
relations, along a frontter of many hundred miles, with a foretgn 
country. Your Lordship ts therefore authorized to view the question 
as one to be determined according to the convicttons of the people of 
Canada, whatever they may be, when constitutionally brought before 
you in the form of a Legislative measure. 

With regard, however, to the form of any such enactment, supposing 
tt to be introduced into discussion, I would suggest what appears to 
Her Majesty's Govermment a dectded improvement upon that whitch ts 
employed tn the Act of the last Session "for granting Provinetal Duttes 
of Customs." The lower rate of duty, when a dtstinctton ts made, 
should be extended to "Goods imported otherwise, than by Sea, froma 
British possesston," as well as to Goods imported by Sea. The prac- 
tteal or commerctal effect of the change mtght be trivtal; but tt would 
obviate an objection of general prtnetple to an arrangement under whtch 
importation from a Brtttsh Possession ts, under given ctreumstances, 
made subject to a heavter burden than dtreet maritime importation from 
a foreign country. 

But I have also to notice another portton of the Address of the 
Legislative Couneil and Assembly, transmitted by Lord Metcalfe wtth 
hts Despatch of the 1845, which prays that the provtstons 
of the Engltsh Navigatton Law may be extended to the Inland Waters of 
North America. 

Her Majesty's Government are of opinion that the time has not yet 
arrived when they would be enabled to examine that question tn a man- 
ner befitting tts importance. 

In the preceding part of this Despatch, I have had occaston to 
state the prinetples upon which Her Majesty's Government are prepared 
to act with respect to the imposttton in Canada of tnland, or even of 
avowedly dtfferenttal Duttes. 

Your Lordshtp ts aware that the general maxims on whtch such Duttes 
are founded, do not command the assent of Her Majesty's Government. 
They must be justtfted, tf justtfted at all, upon the ground of spectal 
etreumstanees. Among the spectal ctreumstances bearing upon thetr 
merits, tn the case of Canada, the deliberate and well ascertained in- 
elinations of the people must hold a prominent place. I coneetve that 
the potnts suggested by my review of the Customs Act of last year; and 
the constderattion of the call for countervatling Duties to meet the 
effect of the American Drawback Act, wtll put me much more fully in 
possesston than I am at present, of the state of the public sentiment 
tn Canada. Her Majesty's Government would indeed pay great regard 
under any etreunstances, to an Address from both Houses of the Provtn- 
etal Legislature. But tt ts mantfest, I apprehend, that I cannot fully 
apprectate the views and tntentions with which the Address now under 
discussion was framed, until I shall have before me the proceedings 
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of the approaching Provinetal Session, and shall percetve from them, 
tn what form, and to what degree, the Legislative Counctl and Assem- 
bly may be disposed to act in matters placed wtthitn their control 
upon the prinetples which the Address recommends to Parltament. 

Another reason which has had its influence in producing this con- 
eluston has been, that there appears to be a probability of change in 
the Navigatton Law of the United States, and that it would be well to 
know, what as yet can only be surmtsed of the vtews and intentions 
entertatned in that country with regard to tt, espectally as proceedings 
there mtght have a material effect upon general optnton in Canada. 

And I must request Your Lordship carefully to avotd anttctpating 
the advice which Her Majesty's Government might hereafter tender to 
the Crown upon the subject to whitch thts Despatch refers, as it ts 
thetr tntentton to reserve an unfettered discretion in regard to tt. 

Such betng the views of Her Majesty's confidential Advisers on 
the subject of the extension to the Inland Waters of Canada, of the 
Navigation Acts, we have not been able to advise the Queen to return 
any spectfie answer at present to so much of the joint Address as re- 
lates to that subject. Your Lordshtp will therefore inform the Legis- 
lattve Counetl and Assembly that for these reasons, that part of their 
Address ts reserved for Her Majesty's further constderatton. 

I am commanded by the Queen to instruct Your Lordshtp to stgntfy 
to the Legislative Counetl and Assembly, that having constdered that 
part of thetr joint Address which refers to an extenston of the prt- 
vtleges of naturaltzatton, when conferred by Provinetal enactment, 

Her Majesty has directed that the necessary steps be taken for giving 
effect to thetr wishes. Her Majesty's Government therefore propose 
to recommend to Parltament the enactment of a Law for this purpose. 

I have, &c. 


(Stgned, ) W. EH. GLADSTONE. 


Lieutenant General, 
Bard CATHCART. ki Cs Bi 
Meh GOS “Wes 


(Copy.) No. 20. 
DOWNING STREET, 
érd February, 1846. 


MY LORD, 

I have laid before the Queen the joint Address of the Legtslative 
Counetl and Assembly of Canada, on the subject of the alteration of 
the Act for the Reunion of Canada, so far as respects the use of the 
French Language. 

I have also laid before the Queen your Despatch of the 8th of 
March, 1845, No. 287, whtech transmits the above Address. 

From regard to the wishes thus expressed by Her loyal subjects, 
Her Majesty ts tnelined. to entertain the prayer of that Address, and 
authorizes you to make a communication accordingly to the Legtslative 
Bodtes at the opening of the Session. 
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Inasmuch, however, as tt would not be practicable to obtain from 
Parliament, wtth conventence, the change which ts required in the Act 
of Re-unton so early as to take effect upon the proceedings of the 
coming Sesston tn Canada, and as tt ts obviously far from desirable 
that retterated appltcattons should be made for the alteration of a 
Constitutional Statute of so much tmportance, Her Majesty's Government 
do not propose to take any step of that nature unttl I shall have be- 
come aequatnted with the proceedings of the Provinetal Legtslature, 
and shall have learned whether they may give occaston for inserting 
in one and the same amending Bill, together wtth a Provtston relating 
to the exclusive use of the Engltsh Language, another modiftecatton of 


(14) 
the provistons of the Aet of Re-unton whtch mtght posstbly become 
necessary under the powers conveyed to Your Lordship in my Despatch 
of thts date, relating to the Ctvil List. 
I have, &e. 


(Stgned, ) W. HE. GLADSTONE. 


Lieutenant General, 
The Harl. CATHCART, Ka Cs Buy 


ée, GC. whe 
Message, &c. to Ordered, That two hundred and ftfty coptes of 
be printed. the satd Message, and of the Documents ac- 


ecompanytng the same, be printed in each of 
the English and French Languages for the use of the Members of this 
House. 


Limtts of By- Ordered, That Mr. Stewart, of Bytown, have 
toun Bill. leave to bring in a Bill to define the 


limtts of Bytown, and to establish a Town 
Counetl theretn. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the 
same was recetved and read for the first time and ordered to be 
read a second time, on Monday, the thirteenth of April next. 


On motton of Mr. Chauveau, seconded by Mr. Chabot, 


Quebee Turn- Resolved, That an humble Address be presented 
ptke Trust. | to Hts Excellency the Admintstrator of the 


Government, praying he wtll cause to be 
latd before thts House, coptes of all Accounts, Reports, Statements, 
and Documents thereto relating, which may have been transmitted to the 
Head of the Government from and sinee the month of November, 1844, to 
the present day, by, the Trustees of the Quebec Turnptke Trust, pur- 
suant to the Ordinance and Statutes relating thereto. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Ad- 
mintstrator of the Government, by such Members of thts House as 
are of the Honourable the Executive Council of thts Provtnee. 


wt 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER~” moved the House into committee to amend the 
schedule of the District Court Bill of the last Session. The honour- 
able gentleman stated that this Bill, although introduced by Mr. So- 
licitor General Sherwood, was drafted by himself, and came before 
this House during his (Mr. Draper's) absence in Upper Canada. Two al- 
terations had been made in the Bill which destroyed its effect; the 
Judges were altogether prohibited from practising, and at the same 
time it was necessary to increase their fees; but while the Bill was 
in Committee certain fees were struck out of the schedule, which were 
those which principally contributed to the fee fund. He alluded to 
the fees for entering a judgment. The House had, in fact, lit his 
(Mr. D.'s) candle at both ends. To remove this difficulty, he moved 
the House into Committee to amend the schedule of the said Bill, by 
adding thereto-Fee for entering judgment, 58.28 


(14) 
On motion of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, secon- 
ded by the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smith, 


House tn Com- Resolved, That thts House do now resolve ttself 
mittee on Dis- into a Commtttee of the whole House on the 
trict Courts propriety of anending the Schedule to the 
Ae? of UC: Act passed last Sesston, tntttuled "An Act 


to amend, consolidate, and reduce into one 

Aet the several Laws now in force establishing or regulating the 
practice of District Courts in the several Districts of that part 
of thts Provinee formerly Upper Canada." 

The House accordingly resolved itself tnto the satd Committee. 

Mr. Boulton took the chatr of the Committee; and after some time 
spent therein, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chatr; 

And Mr. Boulton reported, that the Committee had made some progress, 
and had directed him to move for leave to stt again. 
Ordered, That the satd Committee have leave to stt agatn on Monday next. 


Upon motion of MR. CAMERON, 29 it was resolved that the House stand 
adjourned until Thursday next .3 


(14) 
Ordered, That when this House doth adjourn, tt will adjourn unttl Thurs- 
day next. 
Then, on motion of Mr. Smith, of Frontenac, seconded by Mr. Boulton, 
The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX, 24 MARCH 1846. 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: RESERVED BILLS OF LAST SESSION.) ) 


M. CHRISTIE a donné avis qu'il ferait motion pour une adresse 4 
Son Excellence pour l'obtention de toute dépéche ou partie d'icelle 
qu'elle peut avoir recgue, relative aux bills passés durant la derniére 
session, et réservés pour la considération de Sa Majesté.3 





((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE.) ) 


M. GOWAN, ((a donné avis)) qu'il proposera prochainement de résoudre 
que la chambre se mette en comité général pour considérer s'il ne convien- 
drait pas de faire une adresse 4 Sa Majesté et aux deux chambres du par- 
lement impérial, contenant une représentation convenable des intéréts 
agricoles et commerciaux de la colonie, et les moyens de les effectuer. 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: NOTARIZED DOCUMENTS.) ) 


M. PROC. GEN. TASCHEREAU ((a donné avis)) qu'il présentera ... un 
bill pour faire disparaitre tout doute sur la validité de certains docu- 
ments passés devant notaires dans le Bas-Canada.?3 


((NOTICE OF QUESTION RE: REBELLION LOSSES.)) 


M. SCOTT, ((a donné avis)) qu'il demanderait aujourd'hui a 1'adminis- 
tration si c'est son intention de proposer, pendant cette session, une 
mesure pour indemniser les habitants du Bas-Canada des pertes qu'ils ont 
faites durant la derniére rébellion.? 


((WITHDRAWN NOTICE OF MOTION RE: SIR JAMES STUART.))?° 


M. AYLWIN a informé la chambre ... qu'il n'avait pas intention de 
mettre a effet l'avis qu'il avait donné précédemment par rapport a4 Sir 
James Stuart. La chose devenait parfaitement inutile; l'honorable juge- 
en-chef, se hatant de partir le lendemain pour puébeep . 

((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: REPEAL OF CORN LAWS .))3? 

MR. ROBINSON asked the Government whether it was their intention to 
do anything during the present session in reference to the effect upon 
this country of the late commercial changes in England. 38 ((He)) begged 
to ask ... if they were prepared to bring in a petition to be forwarded 
to the Imperial Parliament. He did not wish to take it out of the hands 
of the government, but he begged to remark, if anything was done, it 
ought to be arranged before the departure of the mail for England. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said that the subject had not escaped the atten- 
tion of the Government, as might be judged from the opening speech; in 
two or three days, say about Thursday next™’, he would lay before the 
House a Despatch from the Colonial Secretary relative to the new commer- 
cial policy of England, in answer to a Despatch from the Province relative 
to the due protection of its interests. 
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( (QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: PAYMENT OF PETIT JURORS 


MR. COLVILLE asked the members of the Government if it was their inten- 
tion to introduce a bill to enforce payment to petit Jurors. 


The Attorney General ((MR. DRAPER)) replied in the Neee ciel? 


FOOTNOTES — 24 MARCH 1846. 
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Although the JOURNALS stated that this report was laid before the 
House on 24 March 1846, all the following papers date its presen- 
tation as 23 March 1846: BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846; BROCKVILLE 
RECORDER, 2 April 1846; LA MINERVE, 26 March 1846; MIRROR, 24 March 
1846; PILOT, 24 March 1846; and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 
BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846, reported this as taking place on 23 
March 1846. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 
March 1846; and PILOT, 26 March 1846, and MIRROR, 24 March 1846, 

in identical accounts. Commentaries were given in: BRITISH COLONIST, 
7 April 1846; PILOT, 26 March 1846; and LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 31 
March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 24 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846, commented that "Upon this motion 

a long debate ensued." 

MIRROR, 24 March 1846. 
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PEED). 

IBID. 

IBID. 

LOM EID 

TLS NID). 

IBID. The MIRROR reported that the motion passed without opposition. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846, gave as the reason for postponement 
"that more time might be given for the solution of a nice point of 
law." 

A commentary on this matter is contained in BRITISH COLONIST, 7 
April 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846. 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 
March 1846, and BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846, in identical accounts. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 
March 1846, and BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846, in identical accounts. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 
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LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 31 March 1846. 

JRE). 

ILE). 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 
March 1846; and LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 31 March 1846. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 31 March 1846, which commented: '"M. Aylwin 
avait parfaitement atteint son but qui était en effet de le faire 
déguerpir." 

The debate on this matter was reported by: BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 2 
April 1846, and KINGSTON NEWS, 2 April 1846, in identical accounts; 
and MLRROR, 24 March 1846, and PILOT, 26 March 1846, in identical ac- 
counts; and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846, and BRITISH COLONIST, 7 
April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 24 March 1846. 

BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 2 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 24 March 1846. The BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 2 April 1846, refers 
to Saturday, whereas the MIRROR and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846, 
both mention Thursday. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 March 1846. 

BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 2 April 1846. 

IBID. 


THURSDAY, 26 MARCH 1846. 








(14) 
A Member George Monro, Esquire, Member for the Third 
takes his Riding of the County of York, having prevtously 
seat. taken the oath according to law, and subsertbed, 


before the Commtsstoners, the roll contatning the 
same, took hts seat in the House. 


County of Mr. Speaker aequatnted the House, that he had 
Oxford Election. recetved the Report of the Commisstoners appotnted 
to take evtdence tn the matter of the contested Elec- 
tton ie a the County of Oxford. 





Champlatn_and Speaker latd before the House, a Statement of 
St. Lawrence the ae of the Champlain and St. Lawrence Ratlroad, 
Ratlroad. as required by the 49th section of the Act 2nd Wm. IV., 


cap. 68, of the late Province of Lower Canada, for 
the year 1845. 
The satd Statement ts as followeth:-- 


STATEMENT of the Cost of the Champlain and St. Lawrence Ratlroad and Ap- 
purtenances, and also the Recetpts and Expenditure upon the same, 
together with the amount of Tonnage and Passengers transported by 
the Company for the Season or Year 1845, as requtred by the 49th 
section of the Act 2nd Wm. IV., cap. 58. 


Pertod. No. of No. of Tons VOLaE Total 
= Passengers. Freight. Recetpts. | Expenditure. 





For the Year 18465. 47,8565 13,514 £20, 100 £14,505 13 4 


Total Cost of Ratlroad and Appurtenances to date, £52,961 10s. 1d. 


W. D. LINDSAY, 
Commtsstoner. 


Ratlroad Office, Montreal, 
10th Mareh, 1846. 


I, W. D. Lindsay, do make oath that the present Statement ts just 
and true tn every parttcular to the best of my knowledge and beltef. 


W. D. LINDSAY. 


Sworn before me thts 11th March, 1846. 
Was HAM te P 


Pettttions The following Petitions were severally brought 
brought _up. up and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Chrtstte,--the Petition of T. Spruen of 
Montreal. 
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By Mr. Sherwood of Brockville,--the Petition of D. B. 0. Ford and 
others, of the Town of Brockville, tn the District of Johnstown. — 

By the Honourable Mr. Paptneaqu,--the Petition of the Reverend Messire 
Ducharme and others, Members of the Corporation of the College of Ste. 
Thérése de Blainville; and the Petition of John Morris, Esquire. 

By Mr. Stewart oF. Bytown,--the Petttion of | Hamnett Pinhey, Esquire, 
Warden of the Muntetpal District of Dalhouste. 

By Mr. Petrte,--the Petition of Willtam Lough and others, inhabitants 
of the County of Risser? 

By Mr. Cameron,--the Petition of John Lamb and others, inhabitants of 
the Tounshtp of Warwick; and the Petition of Willtam Dixon and others, 
tnhabitants of the Townshtp of Warwick. 

By Mr. Cummings,--the Petition of the Reverend John Anderson and 
others, members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in the Town- 
ship of Bertie, tn the Dtocese of Toronto. 

By Mr. eee Petttton of John Lyon and others, inhabitants 
of the Township of Esquesing, in the Gore District; and the Petition of 
William Peacock and others, lessees and occupants of Clergy Reserves in 
the Township of Trafalgar, in the District of Gore. 


(15) 

By Mr. Ermatinger,--the Petition of John Prince, Esqutre, President 
of the Niagara and Detroit Rivers Railroad Company, and others, free- 
holders and inhabitants of Upper Canada. 

By the Honourable Mr. Moffatt,--the Petition of John E. Mills, Es- 
quire, Chairman of the Committee of Management of the Champlain and St. 
Lawrence Railroad Company; and the Petition of the Prestdent and Gover- 
nors of the Montreal General Hospttal. 

By Mr. Woods,--the Petition of Richard FE. Vidal,--Commander, of 
the Royal Navy. 

By Mr. Méthot,--the Petition of L. M. Cressé, Esquire, Mayor and 
others, the Councillors of the Munictpaltty of the Parish of St. Jean 
Baptiste de Nicolet. 

By Mr. Guillet,--the Petition of Pierre J. Trépanier and others, of 
the Parish of St. Beneiclae. tn the County of Champlatn. 

By Mr. Chauveau,--the Petttton of Jacques Légaré, Esqutre, and 
others, inhabitants of the Parish of Ste. Foye and its netghbourhood, 
(relating to certain roads); and the Petttton of Jaeques Légaré, Es- 
quire, and others, tnhabitants of the Parish of Ste. Foye and tts 
neighbourhood, (relating to a certain Tollgate.) 

By Mr. Duggan,--the Petitton of Robert Easton Burns, Esquire, Judge 
of the District Court of the Home District. 

By Mr. Prinee,--the Petition of the Reverend Willtam Ritchie and 
others, members 0: of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in the 
Diocese of Toronto. 

By the Honourable Mr. Aylwin,--the Petttton of Horatto N. Patton, 
Esquire, and others, etttzens of Quebec, and tnhabrtants of the 
Parish of Point Levy; and the Petition of James Dean, Esqutre, and 
others, merchants of Quebec. 
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Petitions Read. Pursuant to the Order of the Day the following 
Petttions were read:-- 

Of George W. Foot, Esquire, and others, of the Townships of Har- 
wiek, Dover, Chatham, and Sombra; praying for the construction of a 
Road from Chatham to Dover. 

Of Isaac Law and others; praying that the Laws relating to the 
solemtzation and registering of marrtages, and enregistering of bap- 
tisms, may be so amended as to extend the privileges thereof to the 
Associate Presbytertan Synod of North Amertea. 

Of the Reverend William H. Gunning and others, members of the 
United Church of England and Ireland, in the County of Leeds, in the 
Diocese of Toronto; of R. Henry and others, members of the Untted 
Church of England ngland and Ireland, tn Cobourg and tts vicinity, in the 
Diocese of Toronto; of the Reverend Jonathan Shortt and others, mem- 
bers of the Untted Chureh of England and Ireland, in Port Hope; of 
the Reverend Thomas B. Read and others, members of the United Church 
of England and Treland, in the Partsh of Port Burwell, in the Diocese 
of Toronto; of the Reverend Franets Willtam Sandys and others, mem- 
bers of Phe Unitted Church of England and Ir and Ireland, in Howard and other 
Townshtps, in the Diocese of Toronto; of the Reverend Robert Blakey 
and others, members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in 
the Township of Augusta, in the County of Grenville, in the Diocese 
of Toronto; and of the Venerable George O'Kill Stuart, L. L. D., and 
others, members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, tn the 
Parish of St. George, Kingston, tn the Diocese of Toronto; praying 
that measures may be adopted for vesting in the Church Soctety of 
the Dtocese of Toronto, for the benefit of the satd Chureh, such a 
portton of the Clergy Reserve Lands as shall correspond with their 
share of the tncome artstng from the same. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Simcoe; praying that 
the Common School Act may be so amended that the Munictpal Councils 

ean collect as well as assess the Sehool Taxes. 

Of the Munietpal Counetl of the District of Simeoe; praying to be 
empowered to levy a tax upon the wild lands in the satd District. 

Of John Urquhart and others, of the Townships of Trafalgar, 
Esquestng, and Erin, in the Home and Gore Districts, praying to be 
tneorporated as a Joint Stock Company, for the purpose of constructing 
a Plank or Macadamtzed Road from Oakville through the satd Townshtps. 

Of the Municipal Counetl of the Distriet of Niagara; praying that 
the Act 8 Vict. Cap. 26, tmposing a certain tax on rateable property, 
may be repealed, so far as tt relates to the satd District. 

Of the President, Dtrectors and Company of the Great Western 
Railroad; praytng for certain amendments to thetr Act of Incorpora- 
tton,--and that they may be empowered to erect or contract for a 
Magnette Telegraph along the line of the said road. 

Of the President, Directors and Company of the Great Western 
Ratlroad; praytng for certatn amendments to the Act Incorporating 
the satd Company. 

Of C. Jackson and others, Trustees of the Charleston Academy ; 
praying for atd in support of the said Instttutton. 
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Of Donald Cameron, of the Townshtp of Thorah, in the Home District; 
complaining that certain lands which ought to have been granted to him 
and his followers by the Executive Government, have been withheld, -- 
and praying reltef. 

Of EB. Guy, Esqutre, and others, restding on the Lower Lachine Road; 
praying that the whole line of the satd Road may be Macadamized, or 
otherwise that they may be exampted from the payment of toll. 

Of Toussaint Meloche and others, of the Partshes of Ste. Genevieve, 
in the Island of Montreal, and St. Raphael tn l'Isle Bizard; praying 
that the road from LAbord a Plouffe to the village of Ste. Genevieve 
may be placed under the controul of the Commissioners of turnpike 
roads, to be by them tmproved. 

Of Marte Honortne Pinsoneault (dite St. Joseph) and others, the 


Religious Ststers of Charity of the Hotel Dteu of the Partsh of St. 
Hyacinthe, in the County of St. Hyacinthe; praying for the passing 
of an Act of Incorporation. 

Of the Reverend George L. Lemoine and others, of the County of 
Quebec; praying that a new Bridge may be erected across the River St. 
Charles; or that if the present bridge be acquired from the proprietors, 
and placed under the controul of the Turnptke Trustees, no higher 
tolls may be exacted than those establtshed by the 8th Vict. cap. 55. 

Of Dominique Lefrangovs and others, of the Partsh of St. Ambroise 
de la Jeune Lorette; praying for the passing of an Act to exempt the 
District of Quebec from the operations of the Ordinances relating to 
winter vehicles. 

Of the Muntetpal Council of the District of Wellington; praying 
for the establishment of Townshtp Councils. 

Of Henry Ruttan and others, of the Townshtp of Hamilton, in the 
Distriet of Newcastle; praying to be tncorporated as a Jotnt-Stock 
Company, for the purpose of constructing a Road, and establishing a 
Ferry, from the Town of Cobourg to Gore's Landing. 

Of Jean Marte Robttatlle and others, of the Parish of L'Anetenne 
Lorette; praying for the repeal of two certain Ordinances relating 
to winter roads and winter vehicles, tn so far as regards certain 
places theretn menttoned. 

Of Pierre Busstére and others, of the Partshes of St. Henri and 
St. Isidore, tn the County of Dorchester; praying to be continued 


(16) 
in the possesston and privileges of a Mill erected by him tn the 
Parish of St. Isidore, for a certatn limited time. 

Of Frangots Laroche of the Parish of St. Augustin, tn the County 
of Portneuf; praying to be tndennt fred for certain expenses incurred 
by him as Clerk of the Diviston Court in the Infertor District of 
Quebec. 

Of William Hall, Esquire, and others, of the Townshtps of Broughton, 

Tring, Forsyth, Lambton, and Leeds, in the County of Megantic; 
praying for a grant to open a road from Tring to Leeds. 

Of the President and Board of Police of the Town of Cornwall; 
praying to be relieved from the payment of District Rates for the sup- 
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port of the Administration of Justice tn Criminal Cases, and for cer- 
tain amendments to their Aet of Incorporatton. 

Of the Chureh Soctety of the Diocese of Toronto; praying that 
measures may be adopted for vesting tn them, for the benefit of the 
Church of England, such a portion of the Clergy Reserve Lands as shall 
correspond with thetr share of the tncome artsing from the same. 

Of Pierre Garette and others, of the Parish of St. Antoine de la 
Bate du Febvre, tn the County of Yamaska; praying that they may be — 
allowed to use their ordinary winter vehicles and carriages. 

Of Moyse Lemtre and others, of the Parish of St. Antoine de la 
Bate du Febvre, tn the District of Three Rivers; praying for certain 
amendments to the Common Sehool Act. 

Of James Pearson and others, of the Townshtp of Hillier, in the 
District of Prince Edward; praytng for a new survey of the 3d Conces- 
ston of the satd Townshtp. 

Of John Felton, Esqutre, of the Town of Sherbrooke; praying to 
be compensated for loss sustained by a certain change affecting him 
as Agent of Crown Lands tn the Distriets of Sherbrooke, Nicolet and 
Misstsquot. 

Of the Reverend Richard Lonsdele and others, members of the United 
Church of England and Ireland, tn the Diocese of Quebec; praying that 
measures may be adopted for vesting tn the Church Soctety of the Dto- 
cese of Quebec, for the benefit of the satd Church, such a portion of 
the Clergy Reserve Lands as shall correspond with their share of the 
tneome aristng from the same. 

Of the Munictpal Counetl of the Eastern District; praytng for a 
grant of £650, to tmprove a certain part of the road leading from 
the Townshtp of Matilda to the Town of Cornwall. 

Of Captain Joseph oseph Bedard and others, of the County of Quebec; 
praying that the Dorchester Bridge, over the River St. Charles, be 
purchased at the publte expense, and moderate tolls “established upon 
tt--or that they may be permitted to butld a free Bridge over the 
said River. 

Of the Reverend P. Roy and others, of the County of Quebec; 
praying that the Route Ste. Claire to La Jeune Lorette may ay be tm- 
proved at the public expense, and placed under the controul of the 
Trustees of the Quebee Turnpike Roads, under certain conditions. 

Of J. B. Trudelle, Esquire, and others, of the County of Quebec; 
praying that the Winter Roads Ordinances be repealed, as far as re- 
gards the District of Quebec. 

Of Jacques Légaré, Esquire, Mayor, and the Counetllors and others 
of the Muntetpaltty of the Parish of Ste. Foye, in the District of 
Quebec; praytng a further suspenston of the Winter Roads Ordinances 
as to the District of Quebec. 

Of Jean Baptiste Pagé, and others, inhabitants of the Parish of 
L'Anetenne Lorette; praying an amendment to the Act of last Sesston 
relating to the Turnpike Roads near Quebec. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the Distrtet of Vietoria; praying 
for a certatn amendment to the Muntetpal Counetl Act. 


Of the Muntetpal Council of the District of Victoria; praying for 


ata to construct a Macadamtzed Road from Madoc to Belleville and 
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to Madawaska. 

Of the Municipal Council of the District of Vietoria; praying that 
a Charter be granted to a Company, by the name of "The Wolfe Island, 
kingston, and Toronto Ratlroad Company." 

Of George Roe and others, of the County of Russell; praying that 
the share of the Clergy Reserves aceruing to the Eptscopal Church, 
may not be made over to the management of its Incorporated Soctettes. 

Of the District Counetl of the Home District; praying for certain 
amendments to the Munietpal Couneil and Common School Acts. 

Of John Grubb and other inhabitants of the Townshtp of York and 
of the Gore of Toronto; praying for an Act of Incorporation as a 
Plank Road Company, for the purpose of constructing a certain road. 

Of the Reverend W. Adam and others, Unttartan Christians of the 
City of Toronto; praying that the Soctettes of Unitartan Christians 
may be placed upon an equality wtth other reltgtous bodtes in the 
Provinee. 

Of A. Sauvageau and others, of the County of Huntingdon; 
praying that a Turnpike Road be made from the Village of Lapratirie 
to the Province Line. 

Of Willtam Workman and others, of the District of Montreal; 
praying that an Act of Incorporation may be granted to a Company 
for the purpose of constructing a Ratlroad to the Province Line, 
to form a complete line of Ratlroad from Montreal, to Boston in 
the United States. 

Of Wishe Tegarthontte and others, Chiefs and Warrtors, Iroquois, 
Algonquins, and Nepissings, of St. Regts and other places; praying 
for the passtng of an Address to Her Majesty to continue to them 
thetr annual allowances. 

Of Jean Bte. Miville Dechéne, of St. Henry 5 praying to be tndem- 
nified for the loss of his schooner while in the service of the 
Government tn the year 1816. 

Of Julten Demers, Esquire, and others, of the Partshes of Ste. 
Crotz and St. Flavien, in the County of Lotbintére; praying that the 
Regtstry Office for the County be removed from Lotbintére to Ste. 
Crotx. 

Of the Reverend J. B. Potvin and others, of the County of Lotbin- 
tére; praying an atid to repair two Bridges in the Parish of Ste. 
Croix. 

Of the Reverend Louts Proulx and others, of St. Antotne de Tilly, 
and other Parishes in the County of Lotbiniére; praying that the 
Regtstry Office be removed from Lotbiniére to St. Antoine de Tilly. 

Of the Reverend P. Patry and others, of the Parish of St. Gtles, 
in the County of Lotbintére; praying for the passing of an Act to 
establish the Regtstry Office of the satd County at St. Antotne de 
fg abe 

Of the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of Toronto; 
praying that the duplicates of Works now in the Library of the 
Legislature, as well as certain Geological Specimens, may be placed 
tn deposit in the satd City for the benefit of the ettizens thereof. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Johnstown; praytng 
that the extsting law relating to Diviston Courts may be repealed or 
amended. 
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Of the Honourable Antotne G. Coutllard and others, of the County 
of l'Islet; praying that measures be adopted to prevent the total 
destruction of Wild Fowl tn the said County. 

Of G. Marchand and others, of the District of Montreal; praying 
that measures be adopted for ascertaining and compensating the damages 
they have sustained by the making of the Chambly Canal. 

Of M. F. Valots and others, tnhabttants and proprietors of Lachine 
and other Parishes; praying the extension of the Lachine Turnptke 
Road through Pointe Clatre to Ste. Anne's. 

Of L. M. Cressé, Esquire, and others, of the Parish of St. Jean 
Baptiste de Nicolet; praying that Courts of Justice may be established 


(Za 
on the south side of Lake St. Peter and of the River St. Lawrence, 
in the District of Three Rivers. 

Of Thomas Steel and others, of the Counties of Sherbrooke and 
Drummond; praying that atd may be afforded to the Quebec and Melbourne 
Ratlroad Company. 

Of John Moore, Esquire, and others, of Westbury and other Town- 
ships; praytng that the Road from the Province line tn Hereford to 
the River St. Franets tn Westbury may be completed. 

Of the Municipal Council of the Municipality of Ascot; praying 
for certain anendments to the Munietpal Counetl and Common Schoot 
Acts. 

Of H. N. Hill and others, tnhabitants of Eaton, in the County 
of Sherbrooke; praying for certain anendnents to the Municipal 
Counetl and Common School Acts. 

Of Lieutenant Colonel P. J. Héroux and others, landholders of 
the Townshtp of Warwick; praying that a Road may be opened from the 
St. Gregotre Road through the Townshtps of Aston, Horton, and Warwick, 
to the line of Arthabaska. 

Of the Reverend Clovts Gagnon and others, of the Township of 
Stanfold and places adjoining ; praying for atd to open a Road from 

Stanfold to the St. Franets in Grantham. 

Of Charles Robertson, Esqutre, and others, tnhabttants of Point 
hevi, tn. the Dretrict a Quebec; praying that the Ordinances relating 
to Winter Roads be repealed in so far as regards the Dtstricts of 
Quebee and Gaspé, and that part of the District of Three Rivers 
which is or was in the Muntctpal District of Portneuf. 

Of Louts Joseph Laverrter and others, inhabttants of the Partsh 
of St. Bernard, tn the County of Dorchester; praying that the Act 
for establishing Councils be repealed; that enregtstratton be ren- 
dered less expensive; that petty jurymen be patd; that a sum be granted 
for the improvement of the River Chaudtére; and that an aid be granted 
to the poor of the Parish of St. Bernard. 

Of the Directors and Managers of the Charitable Assoctatton of 
the Roman Catholte Ladtes of Quebec; praying for atd to rebuild a 
house ocecupted by the Orphans under thetr care, destroyed by the 
late fire im the satdicity: 
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Of Augustin Gauthter, junior, of Quebec, Inspector of Anatomy; 
praying that a salary or other compensation be allowed him in addition 
to hts fees under the Act. 

Of the Soetety of Educatton of the District of Quebec; praying 
the usual annual atd, and an additional sum to enable them to defray 
the cost of reconstructing their Schools destroyed by the late great 
fire. 

Of Roderick M'Gillts and others, licensed Cullers of Quebec; 
praying for a grant out of the Fees artsing from the Culling and 
Measurement of Lumber, in aid of a reltef fund for their mutual 
support. 

Of Roderick M'Gillis and others, Cullers and Inspectors of Timber; 
praying to be tneorporated as "The Quebec Cullers Benevolent Society." 
Of Messteurs Burroughs and Huot, Prothonotary of the Court of 

Queen's Bench for the District of Quebec; praying to be authorized 

to have coptes of the Registers of Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials 

of the District of Quebec, from the year 1681 to the present time, made 
for thetr preservation; and that a grant be made for that purpose. 

Of J. Ferrter, Esquire, and others, tnhabttants of the Province 
of Canada; praying for an Act of tncorporation to enable them to 
construct a Railroad from Montreal to the waters of Lake St. Louts, 
in the Parish of Lachine. ore 

Of Henry Gtldersleeve and others; praying to be tneorporated 
tnto a Company, for the purpose of constructing a Ratlroad from 
Wolfe Island, tn the Midland District, to Toronto, tn the Home 
Drsivicc. 

Of Thomas Atnslte Young, Esqutre, of the City of Quebec; 
praying for the payment of a certatn amount due him as Audttor Gen- 
eral of Publie Accounts for the Provinee of Lower Canada. 

Of the Quebec Board of Trade; pee ae for a grant to provide a 
New Custom House in the satd Ctrty. 


During the reading of Petitions the Speaker SIR ALLAN MACNAB 
refused to receive one because of the signatures being all in the same 
writing. 


COL. PRINCE remarked that it was a serious matter to reject Peti- 
tions, and that he would humbly recommend the Speaker to enquire into 
the causes of informalities and especially such a one as that just de- 
cided upon; he (Col. P.) knew of cases at Church doors of large numbers 
of names being affixed to Petitions through the agency of one person.4 


MR. GOWAN said that he had presented a petition with the signatures 
all in the same hand, but it was a copy made by himself, he having re- 
tained the original signatures in his desk. (Hear, hear.) 


The Speaker SIR A. MACNAB remarked that he had been aware of 
the fact he would not have permitted such a Petition to be received. 
Besides the above case the Speaker rejected a large number of 
Petitions, some from no dates being attached to them and some because 
of no signatures being upon the same sheet with the prayer. 
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(17 } 
Petitions Resolved, That the Petition of E. Guy, Esquire, 
referred: and others, residing on the Lower Lachine 
Road, be referred to a Select Committee, com- 
E. Guy posed of Mr. Leslie, the Honourable Mr. Viger, 
and others. Mr. DeWitt, Mr. Colvile, and Mr. Lemoine, to 


examine the contents thereof, and to report 
thereon with all conventent speed; wtth power 
to send for persons, papers, and records. 








Toussaint Ordered, That the Petitton of Toussaint Méloche 
Méloche and and others, of the Parishes of Ste. Geneviéve, 
others. tn the Island of Montreal, and St. Raphael, 
tn l'Ile Bizard, be referred to the satd 
Committee. 
Soeur St. Resolved, That the Petition of Marie Honorine 
Joseph of Pinsoneault (dite St. Joseph) and others, 
St. Hyacinthe. the Reltgtous Ststers of Chartty of the Hotel 





Dieu of the Partsh of St. Hyactnthe, in the 
County of St. Hyacinthe, be referred to a Select Committee, composed 
of Mr. Boutillter, Mr. Franchére, Mr. Berthelot, Mr. Nelson, and 
Mr. Taché, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon 
with all conventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, 
and records. 





MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD’ , moved that the petition of Church Society 
read this day be referred to_a special Committee composed of Messrs. 
Moffat, Aylwin, and Boulton. 


MR. ROBLIN hoped that as this was a subject that interested all 
Upper Canada, the mover would allow the house to name the Committee. 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD said he took the same course as last year, 
and he did not think that, whatever might be the Report of the Com- 
mittee it would alter the opinion of the hon. gentleman. 


(ayy 
Church Soctety, Resolved, That the Petition of the Church Soctety 
Diocese Toronto. of the Dtocese of Toronto, be referred to a 


Select Committee, composed of the Honourable 
Mr. Soliteitor General Sherwood, the Honourable Mr. Moffatt, the Hon- 
ourable Mr. Aylwin, Mr. Gowan, and Mr. Boulton, to examine the contents 
thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent speed; wtth power 
to send for persons, papers, and records. 





R. Henry and Ordered, That the Petition of R. Henry and others, 
others. members of the United Church of England and 


Ireland, tn Cobourg and tts vtetntty, tn the 
Diocese of Toronto; and the Petttton of the Reverend W. dH. Gunning and 
others, members of the United Church of England and Ireland, in the 
County of Leeds, tn the Diocese of Toronto, be referred to the satd 
Committee. 


Lit 


J. M. Robitatlle Resolved, That the Petttton of Jean Marte Robitaille 
and others. and others, of the Parish of L'Anetenne Lorette, 

be referred to a Select Committee, composed of 
Mr. Laurin, the Honourable Mr. Morin, Mr. Soltcitor General Taschereau, 
the Honourable Mr. Laterrtére, Mr. Taché, and Mr. Chauveau, to examine 
the contents thereof, and to report thereon with all convenient speed; 
with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Niagara Munt- Resolved, That the Petttton of the Municipal Coun- 
etpal Counetl. etl of the District of Niagara be referred to 
a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Cummings, 


Mr. Prince, and Mr. Webster, to examine the contents thereof, and to 
report thereon with all conventent speed, by Bill or otherwise; with 
power to send for persons, papers and records. 


Mayor, &. Resolved, That the Petttton of the Mayor, Aldermen, 
City Toronto. and Commonalty of the City of Toronto, be re- 


ferred to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. 
Boulton, Mr. Prtee, and the Honourable Mr. Robinson, to examine the 
contents thereof, and to report thereon wtth all convenient speed; with 


power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


(18) 
Frangots Resolved, That the Petition of Frangots Laroche of 
Laroche. the Parish of St. Augustin, tn the County of 


Portneuf, be referred to a Select Comnittee, 
composed of Mr. Laurin, the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smith, 
Mr. Leslie, Mr. Chabot, Mr. Guillet, and Mr. Méthot, to examine ie 
contents thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent speed; 
with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 





P. Busstére Resolved, That the Petition of Pterre Busstére 
and others. and others, of the parishes of St. Henrt and 


St. Istdore, tn the County of Dorchester, be 
gate to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Laurin, the Honeerob be 
. Daly, Mr. Soltettor General Taschereau, Mr. PEST eee Mr. Desau- 
ale and Mr. Méthot, to examine the contents thereof, and to report 
thereon with all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 





Despateh from The Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, 
Cotontal one of Her Majesty's Executive Counctl, latd be- 
Secretary. fore the House, by command of His Excellency the 


Admintstrator of the Government, the following 
copy of a Despatch from the Colontal Secretary to Hts Excellency :-- 


(Copy.) No. 82. 
DOWNING STREET, 
3d March, 1846. 


MY LORD, 

I have to acknowledge the recetpt of your Despath of the 28th 
January, No. 7, relating to the expected changes in the Brittsh Corn 
Law, deprecating such changes generally in the tnterest of Canada, 
and at the same time urging that tf there be a determination on the 


EE? 


part of Parliament to adopt them, tt ts much to be desired that they 
should not take tmmediate effect. 

The tnterests of Canada have occupted the place to whtch they are 
justly entitled, tn the deliberations of Her Majesty's Government 
upon thts important subject, and upon others which are akin to tt. 

At the same time, I need hardly potnt out to Your Lordship, that there 
are matters in which constderations, immediately connected wtth the 
supply of food for the people of thts country, and with the employ- 
ment of tts population, must be paramount. 

Both tn respect to Corn and in respect to Timber, Her Majesty's 
Government have determined to propose, and to use whatever tnfluence 
they may possess, for the purpose of carrying through Parltament the 
proposal, that the alterations about to be made should be gradual; 
and among the motives whtch have led them to this determinatton, has 
been the beltef that thts delay would be acceptable, and would also 
be advantageous to the people of Canada. 

In order to supply you with some further evidence of thetr destre 
to consult Colontal wishes and interests in discharging thetr public 
duttes, I have to dtrect your attention to a Schedule hereto annexed, 
whteh exhtbits the duties now chargeable upon articles of Agricultural 
Produce when tmported from the Brittsh Domintons abroad, and the changes 
whitch tt ts tntended to make in favour of the Colontal Trade, by the 
immediate abolition or reduction of these duttes. 

I trust that Canada may largely avatl herself of the advantages 
whieh are thus (for I venture to anttctpate the favourable judgment 
of Parliament upon these propostttons about to be submitted to tt on 
the part of the Crown,) about to be placed wtthin her reach. The 
destre of Her Majesty's Government ts, that the Trade tn Canada may 
in all respects approach as nearly to perfect freedom, as the dispost- 
tions of tts inhabttants, and the extgenctes of the Public Revenue 
there, may permit. And, in evidence of that destre, I may advert to 
my Despatch No. 19, of the 3rd of February, relating to the Provtin- 
etal duty on the importation of Wheat, and may agatn apprize you, 
that tt ts not the tntention of Her Majesty's Government to check 
any dtsposttton which Canada may manifest, should such be the case, 
for the repeal of that duty by the tnterposttion of the Prerogative. 

Further, with regard to Corn, I have much satisfaction tn reflecting, 
that tf Canada will have to enter into competition with the Western 
States of Amertca, and to engage tn thts rivalry, when no longer covered 
by any protecttve duty, at least she will not be called to make the 
effort without some advantages on her side; anong them I reckon her 
light taxation,--the asststance she has recetved from Brittsh credit 
and funds tn the constructton and tmprovement of her internal communt- 
cations ,--her more regular and steady course of trade wtth thts coun- 
try,--her low tartff, so favourable to improvement, and on that ac- 
count powerfully tending to encourage her rectprocal commerce outwards, -- 
some advantage tn the point of proximity, as compared with the most 
Westerly States of the Unton, whitch are also her most formidable rivals 
in cheapness of production; and lastly, the means of carrtage wtthout 
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transhipments by the St. Lawrence, which cannot be had by the way of 
the Erie Canal. She will likewise have thts in her favour, that her 
Corn Trade will have become a settled one of some standing, with all 
tts arrangements made and in full operation, while any regular com- 
merce in that article from the Untted States must be a new creation, 
and must go through the processes attending its selfadjustment, to 
etrcumstances as yet untried. 

And tf tt be true that New York offers some advantages, as com- 
pared with Montreal, particularly in regard to the vate of insurance, 
on the other hand, I constder that the shipping of British North 
America has many advantages over that of the United States, in the 
competition for fretghts, as tt ts constructed at far less expense, 
and ts, I must assume, navigated with egual vigour and equal economy. 

It ts beyond doubt that Canada has felt a very tnvigorating in- 
fluenee from the augmented factltty of access to the British Market, 
which she has enjoyed since the Act of 1843, and that it has percep- 
ttbly stimulated the extension of her Agriculture; but the average 
prices of Wheat, during the years 1843, 1844, and 1845, have been only 
50s. 10d., 51s. 3d. and 50s. Id. respectively. 

Not presuming to anttctpate, within any very close limits, what 
are likely to be the ruling prices of thts Grain, after a perfect 
freedom of Trade shall have been establtshed, I yet venture to think, 
that the most competent persons are not generally of opinton that 
they will exhtbtt any reduction whtch shall place them greatly below 
the rates I have just etted, and as I trust we may look forward to 
some dtminutton tn the cost of conveyance, between the place of growth 
or grinding, and Montreal, I cannot partictpate in the apprehenstons 
of those who concetve that the measure, now under constderattion, will 
tnvolve rutn, or any thing approaching to tt, to the Trade tn Canadian 
Corn and Flour. 

I trust, therefore, that the Agrtcultural Population of Canada 
will look forward without fear, to a change, of which it ts probable 
that the effects will be far less violent, etther for good, or for 
the partial evils whtch may accompany such good, than many, prompted 
etther by thetr hopes or thetr fears, have been forward to anttctpate. 

IT now pass to the question of Timber, whitch ts of great moment 
with reference to the Trade of Canada, although it has not the same 
interest as the subject of Corn, for the mass of the Populatton. 

I have much satisfaction in drawing Your Lordshtp's attentton to 
the fact, that the colontal Timber Trade prospers under the operation 
of those changes in the Law, which were enacted in 1842, and whitch 


(19) 

had taken full effect before the end of 1843. I subjotn a statement 
of the number of loads of Timber brought to England from the Colontes 
tn each of the last ten years, and of the number of loads of Deals 
brought hither tn each of the last three years, during whitch period 
alone, that mode of computation has been pursued, so far as relates 
to thts braneh of Wood Trade. 

The tnereased factlities of internal transtt tn thts country, tn- 
dependently of the very great temporary demand connected with the 
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construction of the Ratlways that are to effect thts great improvement, 
promise a considerable and permanent extenston of the market for foreign 
Wood, an extenston ltkely to be accelerated, unless tt be as to Seotland, 
by the progresstve diminution of the home growth of Timber through the 
United Kingdom. 

The description of Wood supplted by the Brittsh North American Col- 
ontes--the Yellow Pine--ts not chiefly to be regarded as competing 
with the Wood of the Baltic, but rather as available for different, 
though coneurrent uses. For example--the increase of Baltte Timber, 
tending to encourage the construction of new butldings, by supplying 
the best material for parttecular porttons of them, has an effect, not 
tn limiting, but tn extending the demand for Canadian Timber, as fur- 
ntshing the cheapest and most conventent material for other porttons, -- 
namely, the tnward fittings of the very same fabrics. 

Her Majesty's Government are not tndeed prepared to assert, that 
the questton of the relation between the Duty on Foretgn Timber, and 
the Colontal Wood Trade ought to be adjusted with reference to this 
consideration alone, and you wtll percetve that they propose to re- 
tain a duty of 15s. per load upon Foretgn Timber, which I apprehend 
may be constdered as, upon the average, nearly covertng the dtfference 
between Freitghts from the Baltte, and those from Brittsh North Amertea 
to the Untted Kingdom. 

Not only are they free from the apprehenston that the proposed 
remisston of 10s. per load on Foreign Timber, and 12s. on Foretgn 
Deals, will cause a contraction of the Trade from British North 
Amertca, but they are sangutne tn the anttctpation that that Trade 
will continue, notwithstanding the proposed change, to extend ttself. 

The reductton of the Duty on Colontal Timber and Deals to a 
nominal amount, whteh took place tn 1842, involved the sacrifice of 
a constderable Revenue, and that sacrtftce may, I trust, have tended 
and may sttll serve to convince the inhabitants of Canada, that tt 
has been the earnest desire of Her Majesty, tn affording reltef to 
Her people at home, by the changes effected tn the Commerctal Laws 
of the Emptre, to obviate, as far as posstble, the tneonventences, and 
to extend the benefits whtch those changes might tend to produce for 
other portions of Her Subjects. 

This country has taken upon ttself the sertous task of reforming 
tts own Commerctal System, in opposttton to what appears to be the 
prevatling disposttion among other nations, and to bear testimony to 
the world, and to put in aetton the powerful tnfluence of example tn 
favour of sound prinetples of Trade. Her Majesty's Government trusts 
that the efforts of the Brittsh Legtslature in thts respect may be 
seconded, thetr range extended, and the example rendered yet more tm- 
presstve, not only by the aequtescence, but by the approval and the 
active co-operation of the Legislatures and the tnhabttants of the 
Cotontes. 

I have, &e. 





(Stgned, ) W. H. GLADSTONE. 


Lieut. General 
The Earl Catheart, £uC.b., 
ac. &e. &@. Canada. 


bis 





wedo]DA po ‘quae aod a Seale oat et eee EY oe ee 
We Soc op Sap star AAs aca anaemia 

eee Op eee eevee ( SUH Ou) *p831 08 “yalOg 
0 Sans) aad Paqidosap ISIMAAYZO 2OU 7vEeW PE470S 
"**np07 aad Pe ates eee RT a or eee is 
*-107706 aad MRR is Ae Ee eee aa) 
see op aac Me TS a a>) Ce fo 
"** -am0 aod Sea il Rs aT AG heya are 
B0L7 Bao SOTDI SNOWDA| crt tr tt te ee ee EO a eer Oe ge 

"WadojDA po *queo aad 2g watozDA po *quao dad a crrtrttttees OSS ee ee eG 
vas "200 sa 9 0 "*7aysng aad Hie Moher apr tene ecaan a Cor eee ere ag 

9 20 0 ren od ere eee arenes ERS Dae We oro tae aos 
S6G000500n0K ARID oes Rene tated ane Os ee ipa 

We ES oe wise iain Cs a ia ae 

- amo aod pe RS NS Sei een ce Ma ai oa me 
Sete tate a ae Aare tapes 

0 ‘-7aysng ued nti Rint o ninidie anions Se CBB Ese 
o- op De eR ae ee oni Coon 

0 eis op APSA Ye RAED, St kno pcre 


‘2ad4 


OSS) SS 
“MNDDANNANSD 
SESS SSeS) 


(aN) 


0 
0 


Ne) 
OQ 
S 
S 
WW 
S 


"900 Aaa 


SSeS Sc 

MON N 

ND LOS) 

SN N 
S 


“Eper “*ge *) 


ney ay. aay so pu 0 e 0 cee 0p ded Ce i ry Young 


Ne) 


at07 DA po *4Uueo ded ¢ "OUT 0G ae iad fed pp" =a ee sake ES Te ae” Dada COL RUDIie au G 
FeO es GL cane eet ee ae op ie a aes Re Ome levi Mocbeaen, 

eoocere reece eee ees “Dated 1] Ode op @ 1, 6 0: ee)? a) 6! te 6) e; ee) 6, othe) 19:6) be. ce: 6) (7vanH) og 
9 ¢@ O OF “pg wor Op Tore eeeee ss Udo) UbLpUul dO azZivy 
if OD €:'e! 6.6) 6) (916 le) 0. 0) ie! le <6 0) <6) 6116 8 6:8 "6. @ 8 16 6) 6 sdoy 
Rohe op Peete eee eee tees nese eee es gyn 

eee vars, aed 61a) 6) 8. © ee! iw, © (6,06. (ofls) a! 0,00) ss! @ 1918) bi iel.@: <6 a8aay) 

04 "D9 *tazatonb ded ©) 0':8,.e) #16) 0 le lacey ee. sa! 6. le) 6: (6 ai iol tee 6 qooaynyong 


eee Oop OB) @. 16) O06: 89.18) 0.8) OO) 8. O80) 0. 1 Oe © 0 8 Oe “Se AOLING 
me =D Jed PRN S BEM Rear CP ad. ie yi ue) pe ldbeg 


icy 


RS) OSES SOS SSeS 


0 
2 
g 
G 
{ 
G 


ry 
. 


da) SS) LOSS) ea) WSIS Mob tp Sy a) Sg) 
C2 SS SESS SNES Ss) 


Pp °*s 


P 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
A 





“WOpOUTY PaziUf] aYZ O4Uu2 Uuo1zHzA40dUT UO “uoatayZ Se14qnq Pesodoid puD quasoud oy? Yy2IM 
“dVOUaV SNOINIWOG HSTLI¥d FHL 40 ZONGOUd TWYALINITYDY AO SHIOLINV urpqdeo fO ATNGAHOS 


116 





a 


0 | SIS 962. ! 0 0 SPBL 
0 | 028 “SRS 0 0 PEL 
0 621 °82S | 0 | 0 Shel 
0 668 ‘SLE 0 | il CPSL 
0 0F0 *8e9 0 | Z [Pel 
G8 | 866 °9p9 | on g OFEL 
0 968 °29S | 0 g 6S8L 
0 129°09S ee I Be9L 
0 [98 °SRS | 0 g ZE8I 
0 GP9°S8S 0 z 988T 
*SPpDOT | *SpDOT *SpDOT "SPDOT 





*sboT 2OOSULOM “spapndn <o adpnbs sayour spapman LO youry7 "SADE 
g S*oy SynO Sdtgq Staquiy SOYOUL B YUYId AVO 


uaz 7807 |aYy2 [oO Yyove Ut 
Doldouly YAO UL $e1U070) YyS142A4gq oY, Worf pazdodur zaquit fo spvoT fo YFaWNN 


02 “SZ Wort, 
“sq7 £T@L AO KS! 
01°87 wotf *tazaonb ued : 
: 1peaW uDoeg 


07] UES ie ° 7DaW Dag 
-aid dapun qoen ay 
244.2UpD 7ON qoey Ahazanog 
| "** suDdag 


9 0 0 02 "pg 8% WoL 
“hang pesodoig 


(*penurz2Uog) --"HONdOUd TWHNALTNOTYOV dO SHYTOLLYVY Uivpdeo fO ATNGTHOS 
(06) 


LA] 


NUMBER of Loads of Deals tmported in each of the last three years. 






Of which were from 
British Cotlontes. 






609,693 
727,456 
884,453 






340,688 
395,066 
493,826 


1844 


Despatch Ordered, That the satd Despatch be now read. 
read. 


The satd Despatch was read aceordingly.++ 


MR. GOWAN moved that 500 copies of the Despatches lately received on 
the subject of the new duties be published for the use of members, half 
in French, and half in English.12 


MR. HALL hoped that more than 500 copies would be printed, it was 
likely that something would have to be said in reference to the Des- 
patches, and it was therefore necessary that they should be extensively 
read; he thought that 2000 copies would not be too muchl3 -, 


On. Onl >from Some of the at Pas 


((MR. HALL responded:)) Hon. members grumbled at a little additional 
expense for the house, but no objection was made to paying £300, for 
that bauble (pointing to a splendid new mace lying on the table.) 15 


(20) 
To_be printed. Ordered, That ftve hundred coptes of the satd Des- 


patch be printed in each of the English and 
French languages for the use of the Members of thts House. 


County o Mr. Willtams, from the Select Committee appointed 
Middlesex to try the merits of the Petition of Willtam Notman, 
Electton. Eeq., of Dundas, tn the Gore District, complaining 


of the undue Election and Return of Edward Ermatinger, 

Esquire, to represent the County of Middlesex tn this present Parltament, 
reported that the Committee met yesterday, pursuant to adjournment, but 
were unable to proceed to business tn consequence of the absence of thetr 
Chatrman Mr. Diekson, and of Mr. Lacoste. 

And, further, that the Committee met again thts day, but Mr. Dickson 
being again absent, they were accordingly unable to proceed with thetr 
tnvesttigatton. 





County of Ox- Mr. Chauveau, Chairman of the Select Committee 
ford Election. appointed to try the mertts of the Petition of the 


Honourable Franets Hineks, of the Ctty of Montreal, 
complaining of the undue Election and Return of Robert Riddell, Esquire, 
Sttting Member for the County of Oxford, reported that the Committee met 
yesterday, at nine o'clock, A. M., pursuant to adjournment, but in conse- 
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quence of the further absence of Mr. Diekson, Mr. Bertrand, and Mr. Smith 
of Frontenac, they were again unable to proceed to business. 


Members _to Ordered, That Mr. Diekson, Member for the Town of 
attend _in Niagara; Mr. Lacoste, Member for the County of 
thetr places. Chambly; Mr. Bertrand, Member for the County of 


Rimouski; and Mr. Smith, Member for the County 
of Frontenac, do severally attend in thetr places in this House, at the 
next sttting thereof. 





J. W. Dempsey's Mr. Prinee, from the Select Committee to whitch 
Reltef Bill. was referred the Petition of John W. Dempsey, of 


the City of Toronto, with power to report by Bill 
or otherwtse, presented to the House a Bill to authorize the Courts of 
Queen's Bench and of Chancery in Upper Canada, in their discretion, to 


(21) 
admit John W. Dempsey to practtse as an Attorney and Soltettor therein;*° 


COL. PRINCE in moving the first reading of the said Bill, explained 
that the circumstances of the case were as follows:- Mr. Dempsey had 
served five years as Clerk in the Office of Mr. Small, Clerk of the 
Crown!’ & Pleasl® at Toronto, but upon going up for his examination, the 
Judges held that the law required service with a practising Attorney, 
and which Mr. Small was notl9. ((Thus they)) rejected Mr. Dempsey's 
application for admission29 and they ... refused to sign his certificate. 
Mr. Dempsey had served in good faith; and2l he, (Col. Prince) thought 
that no better recommendation in favour of Mr. Dempsey could be offered 
to the house than the fact that all the respectable Attornies of Toronto 
had signed a certificate in his favour. (Hear, hear.)22 The Bill re- 
ported, did away with the disability under which he now laboured. 23 


(ar) 
which was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read 
a second time on Monday next. 


Niagara_and Mr. Prince, from the Select Committee to whtch 
Detrott River was referred the Petttton of Thomas M'Crae and 
Rat lroad. others, of that part of the Province formerly Upper 


Canada, with power to report by Bill or otherwise, 
presented to the House a Btll to extend the provisions of the Act of 
Upper Canada ineorporating the Niagara and Detrott Rivers Ratlroad Com- 
pany; whieh was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be 
read a second time on Thursday next. 


MR. INS. GEN. CAYLEY24 said that he hoped the House would consent 
to relax their rules so far as to allow him to move a resolution with 
regard to the important despatch that has been laid on the table.2> He 
believed that no time could be more favourable for the presentation of 
an address praying the Imperial Government for the reduction of duties 
than the present moment, when so great a change was going forward in the 
British commercial system. The despatch itself was a proof that an add- 
ress of such a kind would be well received, and the devoted attachment 
of the colonies willingly acknowledged.26 The members must be gratified 
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with the terms in which ... ((the despatch)) is couched, with the interest 
that is felt by the Home Government in the affairs of this Province. The 
mail for Great Britain leaves for that country to-morrow, and therefore 

it was necessary to act immediately.2/ He moved, seconded by MR. BALDWIN, 
that an humble address be presented to her Majesty, praying that she would 
be graciously pleased to recommend to the Imperial Legislature, the reduc- 
tion of the duty on all wheat flour, grain and meal, imported into the 
United Kingdom, to a nominal duty of 1 per cent. 28 


MR. AYLWIN trusted the motion would be withdrawn, if it were not, he 
should be compelled to oppose it. The proceeding was a most precipitate 
one29 in such an important subject30, And although the honble. mover 
might be fully aware of the purport of the Despatch, and have made up his 
mind on the course he should pursue relative thereto, he must recollect 
other hon. members had only heard it read, were but superficially acquain- 
ted with its contents, and wished to wait until it was printed, and they 
were thoroughly acquainted therewith, before by a vote of this kind they 
pledged themselves to a policy which might embarrass them hereafter. 31 
He believed that he himself and an hon. friend were the only members 
who had yet had an opportunity of seeing the schedule.32 


MR. BALDWIN seconded the motion with great pleasure, because he be- 
lieved it desirable that the address should go home by the mail of Fri- 
day. If the house agreed with him on that point, it would be evident 
that there was no time for deliberation; nor did it appear to him that 
any long consideration could be necessary to induce the house to apply 
to the home government to grant additional facilities to the agricul- 
turists of Canada. For these reasons he hoped his hon. friend from 
Quebec would withdraw his objection. 33 


MR. AYLWIN could not do so.34 


MR. BALDWIN was sorry for it. If his hon. friend could point out 
any probable objection which might occur on consideration, there would 
be some reason for delay; but in the absence of such objection, he 
thought no time should be lost. It must be remembered that if the 
present mail went home without the address, it might reach England too 
late for any action to be had upon it during the present session of 
the Imperial Parliament.3> ((It was)) of paramount importance ... to 
the trade of this Province that the queer Lon should be settled by the 
commencement of the business season’°. He took the opportunity to ex- 
press his entire approbation of the general spirit of the despatch. It 
only furnished him with additional proof of the correctness of the idea 
that he had always entertained, that the British government did wish to 
deal with the colonies in a fair and liberal spirit. He always had en- 
tertained that belief, and the more he saw of imperial legislation, the 
more firmly was he convinced of the truth of his opinion.3/ 


MR. MOFFATT entirely concurred in the remarks of the last speaker , 38 
((He)) could not imagine any reason for delay, in asking for a reduc- 
tion of duty on the principal articles of Canadian export.239 It was 
necessary to take action on this subject immediately, as the question 
was now before the House of Commons, and it was advisable to send the 
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address home in time to influence the House of Lords.49 The present duty 
on wheat and peas was ls. sterling per quarter, and on flour, 6d. sterling 
per barrel. The object of the motion was to have our flour and wheat 
admitted into Britain at the small duty of one per cent ad valorem.42 
What consideration could be necessary on such a subject.43 The hon. gen- 
tleman after remarking upon the importance of the subject, suggested that 
the proposed reduction was not great enough44, A small duty was required 
for statistical information, but he preferred a specific duty to an ad 
valorem one#>. He ... would prefer a fixed duty, and would suggest that 
his hon. friend should make an alteration in his address, with a view to 
obtaining a specific instead of an ad valorem duty .46 The former is 

less troublesome to all parties than the latter, and he thought that 
would be preferred at home. 


MR. AYLWIN had two observations to make before he voted on this sub- 
ject. In the first place, he desired to know why the despatch had been 
kept so long from the house, and why the other despatch, marked 19, of 
which mention was made in the despatch just read, had not even yet been 
produced. 48 Under the circumstances ( (ie) ) would withdraw eect (Cit. )) «.. 
In consenting to the motion he must not ... be understood as concurring 
in all the details of the schedule of the despatch49 ((and)) any measure 
which might arise out of ities) 


MR. INS. GEN. CAYLEY, what details do you refer eae 


MR. AYLWIN, having had an opportunity of reading it only for a moment, 
he could not particularize the various details to which he objected>2 
((but)) he desired it to be distinctly understood that the address did 
not pledge the house to any approval of the details of the despatch. 3 
In giving his consent to this motion, he could not pledge himself as a 
colonist to these new commercial arrangements.” 


MR. BALDWIN said, he did not pledge himself to the details, he re- 
ferred only to the general spirit of the despatch. 29 


MR. MOFFATT said there was no pledge whatever .>© 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER recommended that the motion be amended by in- 
serting the words, or a specific duty not exceeding one percent ad- 
valorem. 2/ 


MR. MOFFATT stated that one per cent is equivalent to half the pre- 
sent duty.28 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER moved ... the words "the smallest possible 
specific duty, not exceeding one penny per quarter." 
cated 

Notton for an The Honourable Mr. Cayley moved to resolve, se- 
Address to the conded by the Honourable Mr. Baldwin, that an humble 
Queen, on the Address be presented to the Queen's Most Excellent 
subject of the Majesty, praying that Her Majesty will be gractously 
admtsston tn pleased to recommend to Parltament that wheat flour, 


the United and wheat and peas, and all grain and meal from all 


TZL 


Kingdom, on a desertptions of grain and pulse, when imported into 
spectfted duty, the Untted Kingdom from this Province, may be ad- 

Of (PLOUr, gvain, mitted on the payment of the smallest posstble spe- 
Ge. etfre duty, not exceeding a penny on the quarter. 
Rule of the Resolved, That the Rule of this House whitch requires 
House dis- a Notice to be given, be dispensed wtth as re- 
pensed with. gards this motion. 


The question being then put on the satd motion, tt was agreed to 
unantmously; and 


Resolved accordingly. 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY®9 moved that a Special Committee to be com- 
posed of Messrs. Baldwin, Moffatt and Cayley, be appointed to draft an 
address on the above motion. 


(27) 
Select Com- Resolved, That a Select Committee, composed of the 
mittee to pre- Honourable Mr. Cayley, the Honourable Mr. Baldwin, 
pare Address. and the Honourable Mr. Moffatt, be appointed to 


prepare and report the draught of an humble Ad- 
dress to the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, praytng that Her Majesty 
wtll be gractously pleased to recommend to Parliament that wheat flour, 
and wheat and peas, and all gratn and meal from all desertptions of 
grain and pulse, when tmported tnto the Untted Kingdom from thts Province, 
may be admitted on the payment of the smallest posstble spectfie duty, 
not exceeding a penny on the quarter; pursuant to the said Resolutton. 


Address The Honourable Mr. Cayley, from the Select Com- 
Requested. mittee appotnted to prepare and report the draught 


of an humble Address to the Queen's Most Excellent 
Majesty, praying that Her Majesty wtll be gractously pleased to recommend 
to Parltament that wheat flour, and wheat and peas, and all grain and 
meal from all descrtpttons of gratn and pulse, when imported into the 
United Kingdom from this Provinee, may be admitted on the payment of 
the smallest posstble spectfic duty, not exceeding a penny on the quar- 
ter, presented to the House the Address prepared by the satd Committee, 
whteh Address was agatn read at the Clerk's table, and agreed to by the 
House, and ts as followeth:-- 


Address. To the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty: 


MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN, 


We, Your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons of 
Canada, in Provinetal Parliament assembled, humbly approach Your Majesty 
for the purpose of expressing our earnest hope, that tn the great changes 
tn Commerctal poltey now contemplated by Your Majesty's Government, the 
just claims of this Province, as an tntegral portion of the British Em- 
ptre, will not be overlooked; and that Your Majesty will be gractously 
pleased to recommend to Parltament that wheat flour, and wheat and peas, 
and all grain and meal from all descriptions of grain and pulse, tmpor- 


pee) 


ted into the Untted Kingdom from Canada, may be admitted on the payment 
of the smallest posstble spectfte duty, not exceeding a penny the quarter. 


Address to His Resolved, That an humble Address to presented to His 
Excellency to Excellency, the Administrator of the Government, 
transmit Ad- informing Hts Excellency, that thts House hath 
dress to the voted an Address to Her Majesty, expressing an 
Queen. earnest hope that, tn the great changes tn Com- 


meretal poltey now contemplated by Her Majesty's 
Government, the just claims of thts Province as an integral portton of 
the Brittsh Emptre, will not be overlooked; and that Her Majesty will be 
graciously pleased to recommend to Parliament that wheat flour, and 
wheat and peas, and all gratin and meal from all descriptions of gratn 
and pulse, tmported tnto the Untted Kingdom from Canada, may be admitted 
on the payment of the smallest posstble specific duty, not exceeding a 
penny the quarter; and praying that His Excellency will be pleased to 
transmit the satd Address to Her Majesty's Prinetpal Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, to be by htm latd at the Foot of the Throne. 


Ordered, That the satd Addresses to Her Majesty, and to Hts Excellency, 
the Admintstrator of the Government, be engrossed. 

Ordered, That the said Addresses be presented to His Excellency, the 
Administrator of the Government, by the whole House. 

Ordered, That such Members of thts House as are of the Honourable the 
Executive Counctl of thts Provinee, do watt upon Hts Excellency, the 
Admintstrator of the Government, to know His Excellency's pleasure, 


when he wtll be attended by this House wtth tts Addresses. 
On motton of Mr. Christie, seconded by Mr. DeWitt, 


ere 


Bills past last Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Sesston, and Hts Excellency, the Administrator of the Gov- 
reserved. ernment; praying His Excellency will be pleased 
to lay before thts House coptes of any Despatches 
he may have recetved, or such parts thereof as he shall see ftt to commu- 
nicate, relating to any of the Bills passed last Sesston, reserved for 
the constderatton of Her Majesty; and tn particular, the Bill affording 
a recourse to Her Majesty's Subjects in thts Province having legal or 
just clatms upon Her Majesty's Executive Government thereof. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency, the Admt- 
nitstrator of the Government, by such Members of this House as are 
of the Honourable theExecutive Counctl of this Provtnece. 


Messages from The Honourable Mr. Daly, one of Her Majesty's 
the Admints- Executive Counetl, delivered to Mr. Speaker two 
trator of the Messages from His Excellency, the Administrator of 
Government. the Government, stgned by Hits Excellency. 


And the satd Messages were read by Mr. Speaker, all the Members of 
the House being uncovered, and are as followeth:-- 
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CATHCART. 

Post-Office, The Admintstrator of the Government having re- 
British North cetved the sanction of the Imperial Government, to 
America. comply with the desire expressed by the Legislative 


Assembly in tts last Sesston, transmtts for thetr tn- 
formation, a copy of the Report of the Commtsstoners appointed by the Im- 
pertal Government, to enqutre into the affairs of the Post-office in 
British North Amertca. 


(For the satd Report see Appendix F.) 
(22) 
CATHCART. 
Despatches. The Admtntstrator of the Government transmits, 
for the information of the Legislative Asseribly, 
Coptes of the several Despatches from Her Majesty's Secretary of State, 
enumerated tn the annexed Schedule. 


GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
24th March, 1846. 

SCHEDULE of Despatches accompanying the Message to the Legislative 
Assembly of the 24th March, 1846. 


NO. SUBJECT. 
1845 

356 15th March....|Registration of Merchant Seamen, with Copy 
of a Letter from Captain Otway, R.N. 

371 16th April....|Acknowledging Coptes of Congratulatton to 
Lord Metcalfe on hts elevation to the 
Peerage. 

Milttary. 

30 25th Aprtl....|With Letter from the Treasury respecting 
Duttes tmposed tn Canada on Articles 
imported for the use of Her Majesty's 
Troops. 

424 30th August...|Str Wn. Burnett's Preparation for Preser- 
vation of Timber from Fire. 

455 Mr. Payne's ditto 

dttto 

456 Desertion of Merchant Seamen--tn reply to 
Memorial of Owners and Masters of 
Shtps trading to Quebec. 

457 Remarks on the Act of last Sesston tneor- 
porating the St. Lawrence and Atlanttc 
Ratlway Company. 

458 18th Harris' Divorce Bill will not be confirmed 
by Her Majesty. 

1 30th Dec Respecting Act of last Sesston to secure the 


Right of Property tn British Plantation 
Vessels. 
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SUBJECT. 


1846 


Circular, 15th January, | General Instructions relative to Colontal 
Ratlway Acts. 
18 3d February, | Respecting the Customs Act of last Session. 


(Copy.) _ 
No. 856 
DOWNING STREET, 
15th March, 1845. 
MY LORD, 


I have the honour to transmtt to Your Lordship, for your constder- 
atton, the copy of a letter from Commander Otway, R.N., suggesting the 
Registratton of Merchant Seamen tn Canada and other Colonies. TI find 
that the Lords Commtsstoners of the Admtralty entertatn the optnton 
that this ts not a subject which should be regulated by any Act of the 
Imperial Parltament, but that tt should be left to the Government and 
Legtsltature of each Colony to take such measures as may appear to them 
necessary for effecting the Registration of Colonial Seamen. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed, ) STANLEY. 
The Right Honourable 
The Lord METCALFE, G.C.B., 
GC oGC. Ge’. 


(Copy. ) 


TORONTO , 
9th January, 1845. 
MY LORD, 

Having oceupted some years (between 1826 and 1829) tn drawing up a 
Seheme for the Registry of Seamen, with a view to the preventton of 
desertion from both the Milttary. and Merchant Wavtes, and presented it 
when completed to the late Lord High Admiral (afterwards published for 
dtstrtbutton among Members of Parliament and other Offictals,) I ean- 
not but feel tnterested tn the working of the present scheme as estab- 
lished by Str James Graham, many of the essential parts being similar to 
those suggested by me. It ts therefore with unfetgned pleasure I 
Learn that the Registry ts no longer confined to London alone but ex- 
tended to the Outports of the Kingdom. It may not however have occurred 
to Your Lordship, that to carry out the 9th Regulation, which imposes a 
penalty of £10 on Commanders of Merchant Vessels for every man they may 
shtp as part of thetr crews, who may be deficient of a Registry ticket, 
tt wtll be requisite that the Registry be extended to such of our 
Colontes as are essentially nurseries for Seamen, in whtch position 
Canada stands conspicuous. Her numerous Fishing Vessels form the very 
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cradles of infant essaytsts--her building Ports furnish stately Shtps 
for the display of their matured profteteney--and the Commercial Traffic 
of her Merchants gtve employ to many thousands of first class Seamen 
both Native and European--among which mass of men, casualittes must ever 
be occurring; but under the ban of £10 penalty, such casualties cannot 
be remedted by filling up vacanetes occurring from death, sickness, 
éc., unless there be a Registry in Canada, for native Mariners, or such 
as can establish thetr adoption of the Colony as their home. The Regis- 
try, tf adopted, should not extend to any other Seamen, or it will 
operate against the working of the system of British Certtficates, and 
every holder of a Canada Certificate on arrival in England, should be re- 
quired to exchange tt for a Brittsh Ticket. By such a scheme native 
Martners may be obtained from the Colony, otherwtse, I tmagine, there 
must be an espectal exemptton from penalty when absent from Britain. 

Should the Treasury be tnduced to extend the Registry to Canada, I 
beg respectfully to soltett that Your Lordship would be pleased to nom- 
tnate me as Regtstrar. 

I have. &e. (Stgned, ) R. OTWAY 

Commander, R.N. 

The Rtght Honourable 

The Lord STANLEY , 


&e. &e. &e. 
(Copy.) 
No. 371 
DOWNING STREET, 
16th April, 1845. 
MY LORD, 


I have recetved your Lordship's Despatch No.229, of the 17th March, 
enclosing coptes of the Addresses of Congratulation, whtch have been 
presented to you by both Branches of the Legislature of Canada, and by 
vartous Publte Bodtes in the Province, on your elevatton to the Peerage. 

It ts extremely satisfactory to me to learn that so unequivocal and 
spontaneous a mantfestation of feeling has been called forth by the late 
dtstingutshed mark of the Queen's approval of Your Publte Services. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed, ) STANLEY. 
The Right Honourable 
Lord METCALFE, 


&e. &e. &e. 
(Copy. ) 
MILITARY, 
No. 80 
DOWNING STREET, 
25th April, 1845. 
MY LORD, 


With reference to the correspondence which has passed relating to 
duttes tmposed on Supplies imported into Canada for the use of Her 
Majesty's Troops, I now transmit to Your Lordship coptes of a letter 
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(23) 
and of its enclosures which have been received from the Board of Trea- 
sury, representing that the new Customs’ Bill, passed by the Canadian 
Legislature, contatns no exemption of provtstons or other articles 
imported tnto the Province for Her Majesty's Service. 

I cannot coneeal from Your Lordshtp that this departure from an 
acknowledged principle observed by every Possession of the Crown has 
appeared to Her Majesty's Government to be ungracious; and that we are 
unwilling to assume that the Legislature of Canada deltberately purposes 
to impose on the British Exchequer, a burden which it has never hitherto 
been called upon to bear. 

I trust, therefore, that at the next meeting of the Legislature, 
Your Lordshtp will use your best endeavours with a view to obtain the 
exemptton desired by the Lords Commisstoners of Her Majesty's Treasury, 
tt being understood of course that Her Majesty's Government would readily 
eonsent to any arrangements which might be required in order to guard 
against abuse. 

I have, &. 

(Signed, ) STANLEY. 
The Right Honourable 
Lord METCALFE , 
&e. &e. &c. 


(Copy.) 
TREASURY CHAMBERS, 
16th April, 1845. 
oR, 

With reference to my letter of the 17th August last, and to your reply 
of the 12th November followtng relative to the duttes to which certatn 
articles tmported for the use of the Troops in Canada were liable under 
an Act of the Provinetal Legislature, I am commanded by the Lords 
Commtsstoners of Her Majesty's Treasury, to transmit to you, to be laid 
before Lord Stanley, copy of a Report to thts Board, from Commissary 
General Filder, dated 24th ulttmo, wtth tts enclosures. * 

Lord Stanley will perceive that tn the new Customs’ Bill, whitch has 
been passed by the Legtslature of Canada, no exemption has been made of 
Provistons or other articles imported or supplted for Her Majesty's 
Servtee, and that even the Victualling Stores sent from the Government 
Depot in this country, will be subject to a duty under the Act tn ques- 
tion. 

The principle of exempting from Customs' Duttes, both Imperial and 
Colonial, all articles imported or supplted for Her Majesty's Service 
having been fully admitted, My Lords entertatn no doubt that Lord Stanley 
will eonstder tt right to instruct the Governor General of Canada to take 


* Customs' Duttes--Resoluttons to be moved by the Honourable Mr. Robtn- 
son, tn Committee of the whole House, on Tuesday, the 25th of February, 
1845--as amended in Committee of the whole, and agreed to by the House. 
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such measures as Hts Lordship may see fit, with a view to the adoption 
of that prinetple in the Canadian Provinces. 

If Mr. Filder ts right in supposing that the House of Assembly 
objected to exempt certain articles imported into Canada for the use of 
Her Majesty's Troops from the payment of Duty, under an apprehension 
that the privilege might be liable to abuse, My Lords have to observe, 
that tt does not appear that any such abuse has been practised, in other 
Colonies, tn which the exemption is in full operation, and their Lord- 
ships cannot but suppose that arrangements which might be agreed upon 
between the Commissartat and the Custom House Officers, with the sanc- 
tion and approval of the Governor General, would have the effect of pre- 
venting fraud tn thts matter. 

I am to request that the enclosure in Mr. Filder's Report may be 
returned to thts Board. 

hoi; amc care 


(Signed, ) C. HE. TREVELYAN. 
(Copy.) 
No.1009. 
COMMISSARIAT, CANADA, 
Montreal, 24th March, 1845. 
pL 


Referring to my letter of the 8th July last, and to yours of the 
and December last, I have the honour to report, for the information 
of the Lords Commtsstoners of Her Majesty's Treasury, that a new Cus- 
toms' Bill has been passed by the Legtslature of thts Colony, augment- 
tng the duty on live Cattle from £1 to £1 10s. sterling per head, betng 
about 24 per cent. on the cost of the animals, without containing any 
elause for exempting Cattle introduced for the use of the Troops from 
the operation of the Act. 

The supply of Cattle in the Colony betng unequal to the consumptton, 
excepting posstbly in some of the remote Districts too distant for the 
surplus to be avatlable for the deficient Markets, the price of all meat 
furnished to the Troops, whether the produce of the country or tmported, 
ts affected by thts measure to the full amount of the Duty. 

A provistonal Duty has also on this oceaston been put on Flour, of 
6d. sterling per barrel, tn additton to the Impertal Duty of 2s.--wtth- 
out any exception being made tn favour of supplies of thts article, or 
other provistons tneluded tn the Act, when imported for the use of the 
Troops. 

The Salt Meat for which I transmttted a demand on 8th May and ts now 
I presume on tts way from England, will consequently be subject to a 
duty of 2s. sterling per cut. 

Having perceived from the public papers that tt had been stated in 
the House of Assembly tn the course of the debates on thts subject, that 
tf the Cattle required for the use of the Troops were permitted to be 
tmported free of Duty, the privilege would be ltable to be abused for 
other purposes, I beg to observe that, with the co-operation of the 
Custom House Officers, there would I am of optnton, be no difficulty in 
preventing fraud on the part of the Contractors. 
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I have, &e. 
(Signed, ) W. FILDER, 
ONG 

(Copy.) 

No.424 

DOWNING STREET, 
30th August, 1845. 

MY LORD, 


I enclose herewith, the copy of a letter from Str Willtam Burnett, 
suggesting the tmportance of employing in the rebuilding of those por- 
tions of Quebee which have been destroyed by the late calamitous fires, 
wood prepared according to his plan. 

I also enclose the copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Ad- 
miralty, forwarding Reports from Officers of the Dock Yard at Portsmouth, 
of theresult of Experiments made by them to test the efficacy of this 
tnventton of preserving timber from tgnitton, together with a statement 
from the Secretary of the Patentees, showing the cost per load, of pre- 
parting Wood for purposes of building. 

In additton I enclose the copy of a letter from Mr. Jones, suggest- 
tng the applicabtlity of thts prepared Wood to the formation of roads in 
the Western Divtston of Canada, and propostng that a portton of the sum 
granted by Parltament for the relief of the sufferers by the fires at 
Quebec, should be expended in the purchase of the requistte machinery 

(24) 
and tts conveyance to Canada. Thts gentleman has lately returned to the 
Provinee, and would be prepared to afford to Your Lordship any explana- 
tton whteh you might requtre on the subject. 

Considering the importance of any measure whitch has a tendency to 
diminish the risk of ftres tn a country tn whtch, as in Canada, wood ts 
extenstvely used for the construction of dwelling houses, I think tt 
right to bring these suggesttons under Your Lordshtp's notice tn case 
you should think them a part of the sum lately voted by Parliament for 
the reltef of the sufferers by the fire at Quebec, or for making them 
the subject of an appltcatton to the Provinetal Parltament. 

I have &e. 

(Signed, ) STANLEY. 
Governor, 
The Right Honourable 
Lord METCALFE, G.C.B. 
&e.&e. &c. 


ADMIRALTY, SOMERSET HOUSE, 
31st July, 1848. 
MY LORD, 

It ts not wtthout considerable diffidence that I venture to intrude 
myself upon Your Lordshtp's attentton, and indeed, I should not have 
done so but from the hope that the great tmportance of the subject, in 
a matertal potnt of view, will prove my best excuse for troubling you. 
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No one my Lord can have heard of the sad calamity which has on two 
ocecastons lately befallen the inhabitants of Quebec, by the conflagra- 
tion of thetr City, without feeling destrous of preventing this from 
happening a third time; and thts my Lord I have much sattsfactton in 
informing you, can be done effectually, and at a comparatively small 
expense. 

Cireumstanees connected with my public duties, forced upon my atten- 
tton eight or nine years ago, the posstbility of preventing dry rot tn 
timber, and mildew tn canvas, &c., tn which I have most fully succeeded, 
and my method ts now employed to a great extent tn the Royal Dock Yards, 
ée., and by private gentlemen. 

In pursuing my experiments I soon dtscovered that my preparation 
possessed also very valuable properites of another nature, when the 
composttton was employed in a more concentrated form; in short, that it 
rendered wood, canvas, and even the finest muslin, ineapable of recetv- 
ing or sustaining flame; and thus etther a ship, or a house, constructed 
of matertals so wpregnated, ts made tneapable of betng burned by fire. 

Having communicated thts valuable property to the Lords Commtsstoners 
of the Adniralty, thetr Lordshtps were pleased, in March, 1844, to cause 
the most trying experiments to be made by the Officers of Portsmouth 
Dock Yard, and these having fully succeeded, orders were soon after 
tssued, that all the Bulkheads of magazines of shtps of war, and the 
other Bulkheads below, and also the Timber of all ktnds, used in the 
vietnity of the fires tn war steamers, should be prepared with the sol- 
utton tn questton, and to effect thts purpose, there are two powerful 
hydraulte machines at work in Portsmouth and Chatham Doek Yards, cap- 
able of tmpregnating etghteen loads of timber daily. 

I fear I have already detatned Your Lordshtp too long on thts sub- 
ject, but I was destrous of showing you that tt ts no ephemeral matter 
I am endeavouring to bring under your notice, and I feel conftdent that 
Lord Haddington and Admiral Str George Cockburn, or the Board of Admtralty 
generally, wtll fully confirm all I have advanced on the subject, and 
I shall be ready to afford Your Lordshtp any further tnformation you 
may destre on thts tmportant business, for tt ts not appltcable to 
Quebec alone, but the most of our other Colontes, though more especially 
to those of North America, and to any place where wood ts used. 

In order to give Your Lordshtp some idea of the value of the pre- 
paration tn question, I beg to send you some pieces of Wood sawed from 
a large Log prepared in Portsmouth Dock Yard, with the minimum quantity 
requtred for rendering tt tnflammable, and also a ptece of can- 
vas, in the same state; by placing a portton of etther in the flame of 
a candle or lamp, you wtll at once see the effect. 

The accompanying Pamphlet will shew Your Lordshtp, how extensively 
and successfully tt ts used. 

Mave’ Ga. 





(Stgned, ) W. BURNETT, 
Director General of the Medical 
Department of the Navy. 
Right Honourable 
Lord STANLEY. 
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(Copya? 
ADMIRALTY, 
14th August, 1845. 
‘Su Badn 
in reply to your letter of the 9th instant, with tts enclosure from 
Str Wm. Burnett, I am commanded by My Lords Commissioners of the Admir- 
alty, to transmit to you for the information of Lord Stanley a copy of 
a Report from the Offteers of Portsmouth Yard, upon the effects of hts 
solutton applted to the purpose of preventing tgnition tn Timber, or 
rather to prevent tt from breaking into flame. In consequence of that 
Report, My Lords have ordered the Bulkheads tn the holds and magazines 
of Her Majesty's Ships to be fitted with Timber so saturated; and it ts 
also applied largely to the various butldings in Her Majesty's Dockyards. 
I send for Lord Stanley's further tnformatton, a copy of a statement 
of the price per Load, of preparing Timber for butlding purposes. 
IA (AG. 
(Signed, ) W. B. J. HAMILTON 
G. W. HOPE, Esq., 
Dountng Street. 


PORTSMOUTH YARD, 
13th March, 1844. 
SiR. 

With reference to your directions of 1st February, to make. expert- 
ments as to the degree of preventton against tgnttion into flame whitch 
Timber, saturated with Str Wm. Burnett's solution, affords comparatively 

ith Wood of the same and unprepared, we have the honour to state, that 
we have very carefully tnstttuted a sertes of experiments on this sub- 
ject, of whtch the followtng are the results. 

Eleven different kinds of Timber were tried, each ptece was two 
feet long, five tnches wide, and three tnches thick. Each piece was 
cut tnto two equal parts one foot long, and one part was prepared with 
a strong solutton of chloride of ztne, (in the proportion of ilb of 
chloride to four of water,) the other part was unprepared. 

Care was taken, after the preparation, to endeavour to bring both 
to the same degree of dryness. 

(25) 

One of the Furnaces at the Metal Mills, tn whtch the cakes of Cop- 
per are heated previous to rolling, was selected for the experiments. 
The heat of thts Furnace was very great. 


Kind of Timber and Result of Experiments. 


Afrtcan Oak--The unprepared burst tnto a strong flame in twenty-five 
seconds. 
The prepared continued to resist flame for two minutes, and then a 
weak flame began to play gently over its surface. 
Engltsh Oak--Unprepared burst into flame in five seconds. 
Prepared burst tnto flame tn forty seconds, (a small flame,) at the 
end of ten mtnutes, the unprepared was rather more consumed than 
the other, but the difference was not considerable. 
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Italtan Oak--Unprepared tgnited tnto flame tn fifteen seconds. 
Prepared into a small flame tn thirty-five seconds. 

Dantzte Fir--Both prepared and unprepared being thrust towards the hottest 
part of the furnace, burst tnto flame immediately, but the heat was 
constdered too great for such an experiment. 

New Zealand Cowdte--Placed not so far in the furnace as the above, but 
both immediately tgnited into flame; the prepared however, burnt 
less ftercely than the other. 

Rtga Fir--Placed near the mouth of the furnace, the prepared was decidedly 
less inflammable than the other; it tgntted into flame some time af- 
ter the unprepared. 

Pitch Pine--Unprepared burst tnto flame in five seconds, prepared 
reststed flame for stx and a half seconds and then gave out a 
feeble flame. 

Red Pine (Canada)--Red hot tron placed over both. The unprepared burst 
tnto flame immediately. The prepared gave no symptoms of flame, 
and the tron beeame cold wtthout tts tnflaming. 

Elm (Canada)--Placed tn the hot pots contatning the Copper cakes lately 
ladled out of the refining furnace. 

The unprepared tgnitted tnto flame tn half a minute. The prepared 
tnto a very much smaller flame tn two and a half mtnutes. 

Yellow Pine, (Canada)--Placed in the cake pots, stmtlarly to the before 
menttoned. 

The unprepared burst into flame tmmeditately. The prepared was watched 
for twelve mtnutes, but burst not tnto flame at all. 

The heat was great. 

A second experiment was tried on thts timber by plactng red hot tron 
on tt. The unprepared tgnitted immediately into flame. The prepared 
HOT db aL. 

It appears from the above experiments that some of the prepared Woods, 

(espectally the Canada Yellow Pine,) have reststed tgnittton into flame 

to an extraordinary degree. 

We are of optnton that Yellow Pine Timber prepared in thts way 

Might be used most benefictally, not only for Magazine, and Light Room 

Bulk-heads, but also for all the Bulk-heads of a Ship. There appears 

to be nothing in the solutton calculated to tnjurtously affect the health 

of the erew, and tf by preparing Yellow Pine Timber tn thts way, tt might 

be made as durable as the Timber generally used for Bulk-heads, it 

would be found to possess the double advantage of preserving the Timber, 

and of preventing tts tgnitton tnto flame. 

The solutton used tn the above experiments was about eight times the 
ordinary strength. 
I remain, &c. 
(Stgned, ) BLAKE. 

STURDIE. 

WATTS. 

OWEN. 


Mes a 
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PORTSMOUTH YARD, 
25th May, 1844. 
SIR, 

With reference to your Mem. 20th March last, directing me to report 
whether we propose that Bulk-heads should be prepared with Str W. Burn- 
ett's solution of the sane strength as that used in the experiments des- 
ertbed in our Letter of the 16th March last, that ts etght times the us- 
ual strength, and tf so, what would be the expense of fitting a Line of 
Battle Shtp tn that manner, also the expense of solution even of the 
ordinary strength, we have the honour to state that we have tnstituted 
several experiments, wtth a view to ascertain what strength of the solu- 
tton would successfully resist tgnition tnto flame; the followtng are 
the results:-- 

Ist. The hard woods, such as African Dantzic, and English Oaks, 
are not much affected by the solution in respect of tgnttion into flame 
whatever be the strength of the solutton. 

2d. In the case of the ordinary strength (1 lb. of the chloride 
to 4 gallons of water,) the prepared and unprepared Woods are very nearly 
altke. 

3rd. In solution of 1 lb. of chloride of zine to 13 gallons of 
water and do. to 2 do. We found that certatn woods when exposed to the 
immediate contact of tron heated to a aa heat, did not at allt tg- 











flame "immediately. 


The following are the Woods:-- 
1 lb. to 13 gatlons of Water. 
Dantsic: 
Spruce. 
Poltsh Larch. 
Scoten, ~— 
Yellow Ptne. 
1 lbs to 2%oallons oF Water. 
Spruce Deal. 
Poltsh Larch. 
Riga Fir. 
Yellow Pine. 

The same kind of Woods were botled tn soluttons of 1 lb. chloride 
to 2 gallons of water. Do. do. 

odo. do. 

And in both cases the prepared Woods successfully reststed tgnitton 
tnto flame, while the unprepared burst instantly tnto flame. 

The following ts the comparative expense of fitting the Bulk-heads 
of the hold of a Line of Battle Shtp wtth ordinary Timber unprepared, 
and with Yellow Pine and Riga Fir, prepared with solution of 1 lb. 
chloride to 2 gallons of water. 


- S.d. & St. 
Bulk-heads, &e. tn hold, of 
Engltsh Oak, 3 tnches 
thtek, 2760 cubic feet, at 
78, OO. Der TOO: ork.sm ean 966 O00 


f soo £ ce! 
Pitre; Yellow Pine, 3 tnches, 
P7eO reer, at fer de. !s.).. 5220 O 
BOLUS e et Me tice Wile ee ces bese 243 00 
ONO WaPo Rey hoe boi REN AT) era a a a ea ee 
ar? “1Ge 
(26) 
Difference tn favour of Yellow 
PEO MCR cats Te eee oe 8 eae Ok £388 20 
Bulk-heads, &c. in hold, of Riga 
Fir, 3 inches, 2760 cubte feet, 
eae eee neko. wo Plows aver ere at eles. © was 414 00 
SOLERO tue erctere iat teal eates <6 5.8 Ze0 Oe 
ERGOT Aha wiccele he eee ew iaake se Beene ees See: a6) 


£646 18 0 


PDIP ae as ohn a8), ols ie elie sels a 05608 seins) @) 1/0178 £519 20 


We are, &c. 


(Signed, ) R. BLAKE. 
J. WATTS. 
J. OWEN. 


06, KING WILLIAM STREET, 
London Bridge, 15th August, 1845. 
io Lits 

In obedtence to your destre I beg to tnform you that the cost of 
preparing Timber for building purposes, tf tt be destred to preserve it 
from dry rot only, will be from 9s. to 13s. 6d. per load, according to 
the greater or lesser absorbent properttes of the wood. 

But tf the Timber ts tntended to be rendered uninflammable, the cost 
will vary from 25s. to 35s. per load, and tt may be well to mention that 
unseasoned Timber ts even more readily and effectually prepared than 
that whteh has been cut, the sap in green wood being firmly set by the 


process. 
Ting ae: 
(Stgned. ) C. JACKSON, 
Secretary. 
fer We BURNET Via ie , 
&e. &e. &e. 
(Copy.) 
LONDON, 21st August, 1845. 

SIRS 


In reference to the conversation wherewith you honoured me yesterday, 
respecting the employment of certain proposed Woods in the rebutlding 
of Quebec, and the formation of Ratlways tn Canada, I beg to state, that 
tf tt were determined to send out either Str W. Burnett's or Payne's 
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Apparatus, I apprehend there would still be time to do so, previous to 
the departure of the last fall ships for the St. Lawrence, at the cost 
of about a thousand pounds; and really when one reflects on the enormous 
expenditure which is said to have attended the transport of a single 24 
pounder, during the last American War in winter time, from Montreal to 
Kingston, and that the object of the present suggested outlay would be 
an eminent and timely, beneficent one, I would venture respectfully to 
press it on the consideratton of Government. It ts a plan tndeed, whitch 
I feel so much confidence in myself, as to have the desire to undertake 
it as a financial speculation, tf I had the funds conventently at hand 
to do so. 

Sinee writing thus far, I have been called on by the Secretary of 
Str W. Burnett's Company, who says he would undertake the shtpment of 
an Apparatus on their plan, this season, whtch Payne wtll not, as he re- 
quires three months’ preparation, and says there are stx prepared for 
the Russian Government, which tt has taken twelve months to complete. 

I venture no optnton on the respective mertts of these rival pro- 
cesses, but am sattsfted that etther process would prevent the ftbrous 
portions of the wood from flaming, and thus afford the required security 
from sudden or extensive tgnttton. 

Should tt be constdered destrable to send out specimens of etther, 
or both of the modes of preparatton, to the Governor General, they can 
be had by reference to the respective Patentees. 

The two tremendous calamtttes which have occurred so closely, on each 
other at the tll-fated place tn question, may be regarded as of a public 
nature; but a great portion of the tndtvtdual settlers in the Province 
have to go through the ordeal of having thetr houses at least once burnt 
down, as tt happened to myself some years ago, whtlst at sea on my way 
home . 

Independent of the large sum voted by Parltament here and appltcable 
to the reltef of the sufferers, both the Admiralty and the Ordnance 
Departments have butlding, and other operations gotng on tn the Province 
for whtch the Apparatus recommended mtght be used. 

It would be altke applicable, in all itkelthood, for the construc- 
tion of Ratlways, and espectally desirable tn the section of the West- 
ern District about Port Sarnia, where I restde, stnce there ts no stone 
to be had even for the formation of common roads, which are now construc- 
ted of mere planks. 

I have applted, Str, the usual terms of parlance in speaking of the 
two appalling catastrophes in question, but after all they may eventually 
prove blessed events, tf as I hope and trust they produce a kindly fuston 
of the repulsive feelings between the two races,--if the sympathy shown 
by thetr netghbours to the French portion who are the princtpal suffer- 
ers on the spot, and the extenstve subscriptions promoted here at home, 
and the paternal care both of the Governor General and of your Depart- 
ment, all tend to create that grateful and congental return of sentt- 
ment whtch may be confidently anttectpated. 

Your obliging condescension, Sir, has encouraged me to go into these 
latter details, whtech I trust you will excuse. 

Any expense or fattgue or trouble which I may have ineurred by my 
return from Liverpool, and change of route, will be amply repaid, tf I 
ean find that I have been of the least service in the matters herein 
treated. 
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L have pres 


(Signed, ) H, JONES, P. M. 
Of Maxwell, tn Sarnia, Western Dtstrict. 
G. W. HOPE, Esq., 
&e. &c. &C. 
(Copy.) 
No. 465 
DOWNING STREET , 
6th November, 1845. 
MY LORD, 


I transmit to Your Lordship copies of a Correspondence which has passed 
between Mr, Payne--who has tnvented a process for preserving Timber from 
decay--and this Office, on the subject of an alleged mistake which has 
occurred either in thts Office or in Canada, in stating that one of the 
matertals used by Str Willtam Burnett in his plan of preventing wood from 
tgntting, ts chloride of lime. According to Mr. Payne's representation 
chloride of zine ts the solution used by Sir Willtam Burnett and not 
chloride of lime. 

Your Lordship will be pleased to give publicity to this explanation, 
with the view of repatring any injury which may have been occasioned to 
Mr. Payne by this mistake. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed,) STANLEY. 
The Right Honourable 
Lord METCALFE, G.C.B. 


&e,. &e. &c. 
(27) 
(Copy.) WHITEHALL WHARF, CANNON ROW, 
Westminster, 28th October, 1846. 
MY LORD, 


By thts day's Post, I have recetved from Canada, a copy of the "Royal 
Gazette," publtshed by authority, and dated ist October, 1845, wherein I 
find two Letters from Your Lordship, bearing date Downing Street, 30th 
August, 1845. One addressed to the Governor and the other to the Iteu- 
tenant Governor of that Colony, recommending to the consideration of the 
Colontal Government the propriety of adopting the Patent process of Str 
Willtam Burnett, in preparing wood for house and shtp building, as a 
means of dimintshing the risk of fire. 

This recommendatton on the part of Her Majesty's Government, appears 
to be founded on a Report (also given tn the Royal Gazette) made by cer 
tain authorities of Portsmouth Dock Yard, detailing the result of a 
series of experiments performed by them upon different descriptions of 
woods, whitch had been saturated with a strong solutton of Chloride of 
Lime. I beg to be permitted to state, that the Chloride of Lime 1s not 
the material patented by Str Willtam Burnett, but the Chloride of Zine. 
If, therefore, Her Majesty's Government meant to recommend the adoptton 
of Str William Burnett's process, and which process, he tn his letter 
to Your Lordship, (also given in the Royal Gazette,) states the Govern- 
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ment were employing extenstvely in the Dock Yard here, it ts evident the 
above Report must lead the Colontal Government into error; the Chloride 
of Lime being the matertal used and recommended in tt, and not the Chlor- 
ide of Zine, the latter being Str William Burnett's "Patent. That the 
Chloride of Lime is effective in diminishing the tendency to combustion 
in wood, I do not doubt, and tt forms one of the principal ingredients 
used and patented by me tn my process, but certainly it forms no part of 
Str William Burnett's Patent, and may be used stngly by any person choos- 
tng to do so. 

If used singly however, although effective in arresting the progress 
of fire, there is one sertous and well known objectton against tt, name- 
Ly tts extremely deltquescent nature, causing continued damp--an object- 
ton evidently fatal to tts adoptton in thts state, for etther house or 
shtp building purposes. This objection ts removed by my Patent, my 
process betng in using thts Salt, to combine with tt a metallie Salt, 
and thus create a new and tnsoluble compound, equally protective agatnst 
fire, and free from the objection of being any longer deliquescent. 

Having thus brought these facts under Your Lordshtp's notice, tt re- 
mains for you to adopt such measures as, under such ctreumstances, you 
may deem proper, and as may be best calculated to carry out the wise and 
humane intentions of Her Majesty's Government, tn directing the attention 
of the Colontal Government to the adoption of some means for ameltora- 
ting, tf not enttrely preventing, the frightful consequences attendant 
on fires tn these porttons of the British Possesstons. 

Had I been made aware of Her Majesty's Government having dei veniet 
inquirtes on thts subject, and directed expertments to be gone into, I 
would not have fatled respectfully to have clatmed for my process a 
full and searching investigation, the result of which I presume to think, 
could not have been otherwtse than satisfactory. These experiments 
however appear to have been confined simply to a process, supposed to 
have been that patented by Str Willtam Burnett, Phystetan General to the 
Navy, nor does any step appear to have been taken to ascertatn whether 
the tmportant object in view could have been obtained more effectually 
by any other means. 

I therefore beg respectfully to ask of Your Lordshtp, to cause tn- 
qutry to be tmmedtately made with reference to the statement I have 
herein submitted, and further that Your Lordship will gtve instructtons 
to such competent parties as you may think fit, to investigate, and 
report upon my process, parttcularly as to tts effectiveness for the ob- 
ject now contemplated; and tn making thts last request, I ask the favour 
of Your Lordship's perusal of Mr. Richard Phtlltpp's Report to the Com- 
misstoners of Her Majesty's Woods and Forests, copy of which I enclose. 

Hoptng to recetve an early communtcatton on this subject, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed, ) CHARLES PAYNE. 





The Rtght Honourable 
Lord STANLEY, &c. &c. &c. 


(Copy.) 
MUSEUM OF ECONOMIC GEOLOGY, 
20th September, 1842. 
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MY LORD AND GENTLEMEN, 

I have, by your dtrectton, and with asststance of Mr. Payne, submit- 
ted to numerous experiments his process for preserving Timber from decay. 

Thts method consists in depriving wood of its atr, by an exhausting 
process, causing tt then to absorb a solutton, and afterwards forcing 
into tt another solution, which shall so act upon the first contained in 
the pores of the wood as by chemical decomposition to impregnate tt wtth 
a soltd material, and such as tt ts presumed will be efficacious tn pre- 
venting tts decay. 

In order to prepare for the more direct experiment, tt appeared to 
me to be proper to determine whether the process proposed by Mr. Payne 
ts such as to ensure the penetration of the Timber by the soluttons 
whieh he employs. With thts vtew, a block of wood was tmmersed in water 
for twenty-four hours, and on weighing tt at the expiratton of that time 
tt was found to have absorbed less than seven per cent of water; whereas 
a block of stmtlar timber, submitted for only ten minutes to Mr. Payne's 
exhausting and foretng process, gained upwards of fifty per cent of 
water. Being thus satisfied that it ts easy to penetrate Timber with a 
liquid to a great extent, I afterwards tried repeated experiments with 
Mr. Payne's decomposing process with some of the vartous solutions con- 
templated in hits Patent; which of these tt would be better to employ, 
tt would require expertence to determine. I found, however, that it 
would be easy to depostt etght per cent of soltd, and presumed protect- 
tng matter, in the body of the Timber. 

This was determined by subjecting the Wood, after tmpregnatton, to 
a very htgh temperature, and afterwards wetghing from time to time during 
ten days. 

Time only can determine whether any substance thus tntroduced into 
Timber, can preserve it from decay, and there ts much evidence tn favour 
of the actual existence of such protecting power; and I am of optnton 
that Mr. Payne's plan will probably prove the most effteactous that has 
hitherto been proposed, on account of the great penetration whtch tt 
effects, and the insolubtlity attending much of the matter introduced. 

I therefore take the ltberty of adding, that should you contemplate 
the use of any preservative material, Mr. Payne's process ts, in my 
opinton, well worthy of being submitted to the test of experiment on a 
considerable scale, and I may add that some of the substances employed 
by him diminish the combusttbiltty of Timber to a very considerable de- 
gree. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed, ) R. PHILLIPS. 
The Commtsstoners of 
Her Majesty's Woods and Forests, 
&e. &e. &e. &e. 


(28) 
(Copy.) 
DOWNING STREET, 
oth November. 
Str, 
I have laid before Lord Stanley your letter of the 28th ultimo, and 
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I am directed by His Lordshtp to state, in answer, that he ts unable to 
inform you by what means tt has happened that, tn the Report published 
in Canada, suggesting the appltcation of Sir Willtam Burnett's tnventton 
for preventing wood and other articles from becoming tgnited when tn con- 
tact wtth fire, the solution of Chloride of Lime should have been repre- 
sented as one of the matertals used in his process, instead of Chloride 
of Zine. 

His Lordship will regret if any prejudice has been oceastoned to your 
interests by thts mistake tn the publication in Canada of Str William 
Burnett's invention, and wtll be happy to remedy the tnconventence, tf 
any, by transmitting to the Governor General of Canada coptes of this 
Correspondence wtth you. 

I have, &e. 





(Stgned, ) Gs Ws HOPE. 
CHARLES PAYNE, Esqutre, 
&e. &c. &e. 

(Copy. ) 

No. 456 

DOWNING STREET, 
15th November, 1845. 

Seamen. MY LORD, 


I have to acknowledge the recetpt of Your Lord- 
shtp's Despatch Wo.308, of the 5th of July last, enclosing the copy of 
a Memorial whtch you had recetved from the Masters and owners of British 
Ships trading to Quebec, suggesting the adoptton of certain remedtes for 
the tneonventence to whitch they are at present subjected by the constant 
infringement by thetr seamen of the engagements into whitch they have 
entered previously to quitting thts country. 

Her Majesty's Government entertain no doubt of the existence of the 
evtl complained of, to a constderable extent, and they think tt advisable 
that some measures should be adopted for checking the practice of deser- 
tion. 

The remedies suggested by the Memortaltsts are as follows:-- 

Ist. That every Shtp-owner sending a new vessel from Canada to the 
United Kingdom should be compelled prevtously to tmport two-thirds of 
tts complement of satlors. 

2. That the seamen tn Canada should be regtstered, and that the 
Masters and Owners of Provinetal vessels proceeding to sea, should be 
prohtbtted from taking to sea any seaman, without a ticket of registry 
(tt ts presumed etther Brittsh or Canadtan). 

3. That until thts Law be passed, vessels of the Untted Kingdom 
proceeding from Canada should be relteved of the restrtetions as to tak- 
ing seamen without a registered Ticket. 

With regard to the first of these proposed remedies, Her Majesty's 
Government would be unwtlling to recomnend so novel a restriction on 
ship butlders of Canada to be tmposed by the Impertal or even by the 
Provinetal Parliament, until other avatlable means had been tried to 
prevent desertton. 

In the first tnstanee, tt would be better to try the second remedy 
proposed, whieh, although tt might not prevent desertion altogether, 
would, at least, tt ts conceived, materially check 7it. 
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You are therefore at ltberty to tnvite the Canadian Legislature to 
pass a law establishing a system of Registration of their own seamen, and 
prohibiting Masters, &c., of vessels proceeding from Canada, from engag- 
tng seamen wtthout etther a Canadian or Imperial Register Ticket. 


Despatches. With respect to the thtrd propositton, Her Ma- 

Jjesty's Government entertain great doubts whether the 
complaining parties tn Canada, and probably the authorities there, have 
not placed an tnaceurate construction upon the Merchant Seamen's Act, by 
erroneously supposing that tt prohtbits the engagement tn Canada of sea- 
men wtthout a Regtster Ticket, by Masters, &c., of Shtps registered in 
the Untted Kingdom. 

The Law Offteers of the Crown having been consulted on the subject, 
they have reported thetr optniton, that the Act does not prohtbtt tne tak- 
tng seamen to sea, without a ticket, in vessels returning to the United 
Kingdom, tn satling from Canada, Quebec, or any other Colonial Port. 

I enclose a copy of that optnton for your tnformation, and for the 
gutdanee of the Provinetal authorities. 

I have, &e. 

(Stgned, ) STANLEY. 

"We are of optnton that the Act does not prohtbit the taking seamen 
to sea, without a ticket, in vessels returntng to the Untted Kingdom, in 
sailing from Canada, Quebee or any other Colonial Port." 

(Stgned, ) Fy THESTCER, 
FP, KELLY. 
"For the constderation of the Counsel of the Admiralty." 


"T agree tn the above optnton." 


(Stgned, ) RICH. GODSON. 
"18th, October, 1345..." 


The Rtght Honourable, 
Lord METCALFE, G.C.B., 


&e. &e. &e. 
(Copy.) 
No.407 
DOWNING STREET, 
15th November, 1845. 
MY LORD, 
Ratl Roads. I have to direct Your Lordship's attention to 


the following remarks on an Act passed by the Legts- 
lature of Canada during their last Sesston, distinguished tn the records 
of this Office as No.232, and entitled, "An Act to Incorporate the St. 
Lawrence and Atlantic Ratlroad Company." 

The 88th sectton, which ftxed the maximum rates which the Company 
are to charge for the carriage of passengers and goods, gives them power 
to alter all or any of those rates so long as they keep within the max- 
imum. A stmilar power ts given to Ratlway Compantes tn this country by 
the 90th sectton of the Act 8th and 9th Victoria, chap.20; but, lest 


os e . ° 
that power should be abused for the purpose of prejudictng or favour- 
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tng particular parttes, or of collustvely creating a monopoly, a proviso 
is introduced, that the same charges shall always be made upon all per- 
sons, and upon all goods, under the same etrcumstances. A simtlar pre- 
caution ought to be adopted tn the present case. 

But the 50th clause ts open to a more sertous objection. It gives 
power to the Company to take possession of such parts of the Rivers St. 
Lawrence and Richelteu, or of any other rivers which may be required for 
the use of the Ratlway; but there ts no proviston (except a partial one 
tin respect of the Richelteu) for preventing the erection of works whitch 
might injure the navigation of etther of those rivers. 

It would be very destrable that Your Lordship should obtain an amend- 
ment of these clauses, more espectally the latter; and tn the mean time, 
Her Majesty's dectston upon the Act wtll be suspended. 

I intend to transmit to Your Lordshtp, shortly, coptes of the General 


Ratlway Acts, and of the proceedings of the Government Ratlway Department, 


(29) 
for the tnformatton of the Provinetal Legislature tn their deltberattons 
on thts subject. 
I have, &e. 
(Stgned, ) STANLEY. 
The Right Honourable 
Lord METCALFE 














CG. GC. GC. 
(Copy. ) 
No.458 
DOWNING STREET, 
18th November, 1845. 
MY LORD, 
Harrts' Divorce. In reference to the correspondence enumerated 
tn the margin, on the subject of Mr. Harris' Divorce 
Bill, I have now to communtcate 
a to Your Lordshtp the accompany- 
. Lord Metcalfe, Despatch No. 278 tng copy of a Report from the 
— Of 21st May, 1845. Law Offtcers of the Crown, from 
= / Lord Stanley, Despateh No.410 which ine appears that tf the 
S Of 4th Aug. 1846. BLLll were confirmed by Her 
_ | Lord Metcalfe, Despatch No. 346 Majesty, the Courts of Law tin 
pr Of 3d Sept. 1845. this Kingdom would not consider 


such an Act as a valtd divorce 

but that Mr. and Mrs. Harris would still retain, in point of Law, thetr 
conjugal relatton towards each other wtthin thts Kingdom, and whereso- 
ever else beyond the limits of Canada the Law of England prevatts. 

Under such eireumstances tt wtll of course be tmpossible that Her 
Majesty tn Counetl could be advised to confirm and finally enact this 
BELL. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed, ) STANLEY. 

The Lord METCALFE, 

&e. &e. &e. 


= 
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(Copy.) 
DOCTOR'S COMMONS, 
November 18th, 1845. 
MY LORD, 

We are honoured with Your Lordship's commands stgntfied tn Mr. Hope's 
Letter of the 15th tnstant, stating that he was directed to transmit to 
us a Bill passed by the Counetl and Assembly of Canada to dissolve the 
marrtage of Henry Willtam Harrts, Esq., also to transmtt coptes of the 
correspondence which has taken place on the subject of that Bill, between 
Your Lordshtp and the Governor General of Canada. That the result of 
that correspondence ts to show that Mr. and Mrs. Harris were married in 
Canada in the year 1832--that he was at that time residing there as an 
Officer attached to his Regiment, the act of Adultery on account of whitch 
the parttes have been dtvorced was apparently committed tn Canada, -- 
that Mr. Harris had not other domicile there than such as attached to him 
tn his Military capacity,--that tn the 1841, Mr. Harris returned 
with hits Regiment to the Untted Kingdom, and has not since restded tn 
Canada,--that Mrs. Harris also quitted Canada_for the West Indtes, --that 
the Btll of Divorce was passed tn Mareh 1845 and during the absence of 
both parttes from the Province. 

That Your Lordship further directed Mr. Hope to request that we would 
report our joint optnton whether tf this Bill should be confirmed by Her 
Majesty, the Courts of Law in thts Kingdom would consider such an Act 
as a valid divorce within thts Kingdom of Mr. and Mrs. Harris, and whe- 
ther notwtthstanding the Act, they would not within thts Kingdom and else- 
where beyond the limtts of Canada,still retain, tn potnt of Law, their 
conjugal relation towards each other. 

In obedtence to Your Lordshtp's commands we have the honour to re- 
port that as the parttes were not domtctled in Canada at the time of the 
passing of the Act for the dissolutton of the marrtage, we are of optnton 
that the Courts of Law in thts Kingdom, would not, tf such Bill were con- 
firmed by Her Majesty, constder such an Act as a valid divorce. 

We further think that Mr. and Mrs. Harris would, notwithstanding such 
Act, retatn tn point of Law thetr conjugal relation towards each other, 
within this Kingdom, and wheresoever else beyond the limits of Canada 
the Laws of England prevatl. 

We have, &c. 

(Stgned, ) J. DADSON, 
FRED, THESIGER. 
PITZROY KELLY. 
The Right Honourable 
LORD STANLEY, 


&e.&e.&e. 
(Copy.) 
Now I: 
DOWNING STREET, 
30th December, 1845. 
MY LORD, 
British planta- I have the honour to transmit to Your Lordshtp 


tton vessels. therewith, an Order made by Her Majesty tn Council 
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on the 23d tnstant, leaving to its operatton an Act passed by the Legis- 
lature of Canada, No. 212, to secure the right of property in Brittsh 
Plantatton Vessels. 

The last clause, however, enacts that this Act shall cease tf at any 
time the Imperial Act 3 and 4, Will. IV. chap. 55, entitled, "An Act for 
the regtstering of Brittsh Vessel ell shall be Rtenided to vessels navt- 
gating the Inland Waters of the Provinee of Canada. This Act having, 
however, been repealed by the Act 8 and 9 Vict., chap. 89, it would be 
destrable that the original Act, No. 212, should be amended by tntroducing 
the words "or any other Act for the Registering of British Ships." tmme- 
diately after the words "the Act of Parliament," (viz.: 3 and 4, Will. IV. 
e. 55,) entitled "An Act for the Registering of British Ships." 

I have &e. 








(Stgned, ) W.E. GLADSTONE. 
Lteut. General 
The Earl CATHCART 


&e. &c. &e. 
(Copy. ) 
Ctreular. 
DOWNING STREET, 
15th January, 1 846. 
MY LORD, 
Ratlways. I find that the tmpulse whtch has been given 


tn every other part of the ctvtlized world to plans 
of Railway communication®2 has been felt in many of the British Colonies. 
The subject has been pressed on my attentton from many dtfferent quarters 
and under cireunstances both phystcal and economical as distinet and as 
vartous as are the condittons of those widely extended settlements. 

To attempt to lay down any one set of rules or even a single rule 
binding inflextbly on the Executive Governments of them all, would ob- 
viously be futtle and tmpractitcable. But the expertence of thts country 
has ascertained some general prinetples on the subject, the application of 
which ts netther transttory nor local, but whitch, tt may now be presumed 
are applicable tn vartous degrees to the legislation of every country tn 
this new fteld of tnquiry. The object of the Despatch ts to state, com- 
pendtously, what those rules or princtples are. 


(30) 

It wtll, however be conventent that you should be tn possesston, tn 
the utmost practicable detail, of all the proviston whteh have been estab- 
lished, etther by positive Statutes, or by standing orders of both Houses 
of Parliament for the more effectually preventing the evils and securing 
the advantages inetdent to the creatton of new lines of Ratlway in this 
country. I subjotn a ltst of the vartous documents of this nature which 
accompany this Despatch. You will of course find tn them much whtech could 
not be applied to the etreumstances of the Colony under your Government. 
But you wtll also find much whtch will greatly abridge the labour of draw- 
tng up any Ratlway Acts and much which embodtes tn a small space the re- 
sults of long and labortous investigations. and of very costly experiments. 
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But whatever may be the utility or tnutiltty of such details, I re- 
vert to the most general topte which has been already menttoned. 

ist. Then it ts necessary that tt should be expressly stipulated 
tn the formation of every Railway Company, that the Legislature shall 
be free by any future enactments to repeal, alter or amend any part of 
the ortgtnal grant without betng responsible on that account, to provide 
compensation or indemnity to the Shareholders. It is, of course, asswmed 
that tn the exercise of this reserved authority, the Local Legislature 
will always respect the obligations of justice and sound poltcy. But to 
attempt once for all to enact a law of this kind whitch ts thenceforward 
to remain unchangeable unless the coneurrence of the Shareholders can be 
obtatned or purchased, would be to subject society at large to all the 
hazards of what must, at first, be a precarious and doubtful experiment. 

2nd. You wtll regard it as an tndispensable preliminary to the en- 
aetment by Her Majesty of a Ratlway Bill, that of the proposed Capital 
one-tenth at least should have been actually invested in good and avail- 
able securities for the prosecution of the work. 

3rd. Every Ratlway Bill ought to contain provtstons for the convey- 
ance of the Royal Mails. The object of such provistons should be to 
secure moderation in the charges of conveyance, and to afford the utmost 
posstble facetltty for the effectual discharge of this braneh of the pub- 
lite service. Reference may be made on this head to such secttons of the 
Impertal Ratlway Acts as relate to 7t. 

4th. Every such Bill should also contain all necessary provtstons 
to tnsure the prompt and punctual conveyance of Her Majesty's Forces, 
whether belonging to the Regular Army or to the Milttta, and of all 
Policemen, Constables, or others, travelling on Her Majesty's service. 
Rules of this nature wtll be found in the accompanying Acts of Parlia- 
ment. 

5th. In the contingency of Electrical Telegraphs being establtshed 
on any line of Ratlway, provtston should be made for a proper controul 
and superintendence of them, according to the terms or spirtt of the 
section of the Act of Parliament on that subject. 

Gin. © Ihe Statute 7th and 8th Victorta, chap.85, sect. 1, contatns 
a proviston respecting the reviston of the scale of Tolls on Ratlways, 
and the fixing a new scale in cases where after 21 years the profits 
shall have exceeded 10 per cent. The prinetple of thts clause, wtth 
the substitution of 15 per cent. for 10, and of seven years for three, 
as the basts of the average to be calculated, ought, I apprehend to be 
adopted in every Colonial Ratlway Act. 

7th. The second section of the same Act contatns provtstons for the 
purchase tf tt shall be thought fit, by the State, after a certatn lapse 
of time, and on the terms there prescribed of any Ratlway. In substance 
such a proviston should form a part of any Act whtch may be passed in 
the Colony under your Government. 

8th. The fifth section of the same Statute contains a provtston 
for the keeping and the tnspectton of the accounts of Ratlway Compantes, 
whteh, with the necessary vartattons of form, should, I think constitute 
an tntegral part of every Ratlway Btll which may be passed tn any British 
Colony. It ts however matertal that you should observe wtth respect to 
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the three last provtstons, that they are not tntended to rule affirma- 
tively by anttctpatton the questions to whitch they relate, or in any 
manner to prejudge the poltey of the purchase of any Railway by the state. 
They have been prompted by the beltef that the Ratlway system ts still 
in a great degree an tnfant system, and that it 1s tmposstble accurately 
to predict the accompaniments and effects of its maturity, or to measure 
the extgenctes whitch it may create. It has therefore been thought wise 
to take the best general guarantee of which the ctreumstances will ad- 
mit by keeping the fteld open for the free exercise at a future day, of 
the discretion of the Legtslatures, and to prevent the growth of any 
notton of constructive or prescriptive clatm on the part of the Compan- 
tes to retatn wtthout reference to public interests, as they may here- 
after stand, thetr ortgtnal posttton. 

9th. You wtll ftnd tn the accompanying Acts various provistons 
whteh have the publte safety for thetr itmmedtate object. Some modtft- 
eattons of them will, of course, be requistte to meet pecultar local 
extgenctes, but enactments of this kind very carefully constdered, are 
essenttal to all good legislation on the subject. 

10th. In those Colontes in whitch Representative assemblies exist 
and where the populatton ts numerous there will, I trust, be an adequate 
security both for the protection of private right, and for preventing 
any improper favour betng shewn to the interests of persons possessing 
peculiar local tnfluence. In other Colonies the security agatnst abuses 
may be less perfect and the duty of vigilance on the part of the Exec- 
uttive Government to prevent them, may be the more urgent. It ts a duty, 
for the effective discharge of whtch, the Governor of every such Colony 
wtll constder himself as peculiarly responstble. 

Such appear to me to be the main general princtples or provisions 
which ought to be embodied tn any Ratlway Act whitch may be passed tn the 
Colony under your Government. 

You wtll perceive that my general object tn framing them has been to 
leave the freest scope to private and assoctated enterprize by the avotd- 
anee of all minute tnterference, and at the same time to take some simple 
securtttes for testing the soltdity of projects-- for guarding against 
risk to ltfe--and for guaranteeing to the publte service from the first, 
a fatr share of the advantages of the construction of any Railway, and 
to the State as the representative of the public the means of dealtng 
with future contingenctes. But I do not venture to tnstst even on these 
provistons as absolutely tndtspensable, in every Colony and tn every Ratl- 
way Act. I am too well aware of the diversity of circumstances prevatling 
tn the vartous dependenctes of the British Crown, to attempt so to fet- 
ter the dtseretton of the local Governments, or so to tmpede the free ex- 
erctse of the discretion of Her Majesty's confidential Advisers. The 
practteal purpose which these Rules may serve ts as follows:--It wtll 
not be necessary to reserve for the stgntfication of Her Majesty's plea- 
sure any Ratlway Law whteh sattsftes all these condittons. On the other 
hand, any Ratlway Law framed tn neglect or disregard of them must be so 
reserved. In transmitting any Ratlway Law for the signtficatton of Her 
Majesty's pleasure, you will distinctly potnt out to what extent these 
Rules have been followed or neglected, and what are the reasons whitch, in 
any such case of neglect, are supposed to justtfy or to have occasioned ; 
tt. On the other hand, it may happen that tn parttcular instances i 
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(31) 

Compantes may desire to aceredit their schemes by soliciting a larger 
measure than I have proposed of the tnterventton of the Government. 
I do not object to the guarded extenston of that interventton even be- 
yond what the Legtslature of the Colony under your admintstratton may 
generally require, tf tt be wtth the active concurrence of the parties 
and without expense to the public. For example tt may happen that par- 
ttes may destre to submit thetr projects to the examination of offtcers 
appointed or approved by yourself for the purpose. In such a case, or 
tn any whteh you may judge to be analogous to tt, I leave to your own 
unfettered discretton. 

I have, &c. 


(Stgned, ) W.E. GLADSTONE. 


The Governor of Canada, 

de. &e. &e. 

P.S.--Lest the language tn whtch my first recommendation ts couched 
should be ltable to an exaggerated construction, I beg to apprize you 
that tt ts tntended only to recommend a provtston strictly conformable 
to that of the 26th clause of the Model Ratlway Bill of 1845, and tn no 
degree to go beyond the spirtt of that proviston. 


List of Enclosures. 

No. 1.--Volume of Reports of Committees and of General Ratlway Acts. 
2.--Standing Orders of both Houses of Parliament relating to Railways. 
3.--Ratlway Clauses Consoltdatiton Act, 1845, 8 and 9 Vic., c. 20. 

44,--Model Bill of 1845. 

5.--Volume of Publte General Acts for the Regulation of Ratlways. 

*N.B.--No. 4. It has been tmposstble to procure a copy of this Act, 
but the Clause to whtch the Secretary of State refers tn the P.S., may 

be seen at p. 48 of Reports of the Committees--Eneclosure No. 1. 























(Copy. ) 
No.18 
DOWNING STREET, 

3d. February, 1846. 
Customs! Duttes MY LORD, 
Act. The several Despatches enumerated in the margin 

I acknowledge and propose to answer together, 

207. Apls 20, [40 because they are all referable to the same common 
258. Apl. 26, '4o subject of the Act of the Canadian Legislature of 
268. May (6, '45 the 17th of last March, cap. 3, for granting Prov- 
2/7 ie Way Oo, "45 tnetal Duties of Customs. 
281. May 28, '46 This Act stands for the stgntfication of Her 





Majesty's pleasure, and I am not able until an amend- 
ment shall have been tntroduced into it to advtse Her Majesty to allow tt. 
It involves two principles of great importance, the first directly, 

and the second virtually. 
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The first is the distinction between goods sea-borne, and goods other- 
wise imported. On thts subject I need simply refer you to what I have 
stated in regard to the proposal to Levy tnland countervatling duties 
upon goods generally. I am not, Your Lordship will perceive, precluded 
by a diffteulty artstng upon thts part of the measure from advising tts 
allowance, but I also find that for the duty of 5 per cent. whtch has 
heretofore been payable upon leather and leather manufactures imported 
tnto Canada, rated imposts have been substituted, whtch appear to range 
generally from 10 per cent. up to 25 or 30 per cent. ad valorem. In 
some cases a disttnetton ts taken tn favour of sea-borne articles--tin 
others the appltcatton of the duty ts untform. 

Her Majesty's Government are not prepared to assent to the tmpositton 
on such British goods as are ordinarily sent to Canada from the United 
Kingdom or from a Brtttsh Possesston, of rates of duty substantially htgh- 
er than those which are levted under the previous Provinetal Customs! 
Aet, although they take no objection to the substitution, for duttes ad 
valorem, of such ftxed amounts as may be considered on the average equiva- 
lent to them. Your Lordshtp wtll constder this as thetr fixed deciston, 
and will make tt known accordingly. An amendment of the Act, to bring it 
into conformity with thts dectston ts indtspensable. 

Her Majesty's Government would very reluctantly consent to an in- 
crease of the duties upon Foretgn goods when tmported by sea tnto the 
British Colontes, as they stood before the passtng of the Act now under 
eonstderatton. 

If «t be posstble to constder the tnland carriage as a matter rather 
for adjustment in the Provinee than as ratstng an Imperial questton tn 
whteh the parttcular Colony can only be regarded as a portton of an 
Emptre animated by a central and stngle prinetple of action, tt ts not 
posstble, tn the judgment of Her Majesty's Government, to extend thts 
view to Maritime Commerce, without the rtsk of great tneonventence. 

Any tnerease, however, of the kind to whtch I refer must not only 
be spectfically and avowedly latd upon Foreign goods and upon Foreign 
goods alone, when the article ts one likewise produced in the Untted 
kingdom or tn the Brittsh Provinces, and entering into the Trade between 
them and the Province of Canada, but must likewise be supported by 
strong and spectal constderattons to be stated for the tnformatiton of 
the Government. Whatever influence of persuasion Your Lordship can ex- 
eretse, you will employ for the purpose of recommending an adherence to 
the commercial prinetples of the Circular of my predecessor, dated 28th 
June, 1843, or at the least of moderating the disposition to call for 
augmentattons of differential duttes upon Foreign productions. 

I could have wished to find tn this Act the usual exemption from 
duty of suppltes required for Her Majesty's Forces. 

Your Lordshtp will endeavour to procure the adoption of such proviston, 
together with the amendment to whtch I have above adverted, as tndis- 
pensable. 

I have, &., 

(Signed, ) W.E. GLADSTONE. 
Lteut. General 
The bark CATHCART, KC. 5. 
&e. &e. &e. 
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Despatches to Ordered, That two hundred and fifty copies of the 
be printed. Despatches be printed in each of the English 


and French Languages for the use of the Members 
of this House. 


On motton of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, seconded 
by the Honourable Mr. Paptneau, 


Select Standing Resolved, That Select Standing Committees of 
Committees. this House for the present Session, be appotnted 


for the following purposes, vtz2.:-- 
1--ON PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS. 
2--ON EXPIRING LAWS. 
5--ON PRIVATE BILLS. 
4--ON STANDING ORDERS. 
5--ON PRINTING. 
6--ON CONTINGINGENCIES. 
whteh satd Commtttees shall severally be empowered to examine and enqutre 
into all such matters and things as may be referred to them by the House, 
and to report from time to time, their observations and optntons thereon, 


(32) 
with power to send for persons, papers and records. 


Committee to Resolved, That a Select Committee of eleven Members, 
prepare lists. eomposed of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General 


Smith, the Honourable Mr. Baldwin, the Honour- 
able Mr. Aylwin, the Honourable Mr. Soltettor General Sherwood, the Hon- 
ourable Mr. Moffatt, Mr. Gowan, Mr. Colville, Mr. Leslie, Mr. Macdonald 
of Kingston, Mr. Chauveau, and Mr. Meyers, be appointed, to prepare and 
report with all conventent speed, itsts of Members to compose the six 
Standing Committees ordered by thts House. 


Library. Resolved, That a Standing Committee of stx Members, 
composed of the Honourable Mr. Morin, the Hon- 
ourable Mr. Soltcttor General Sherwood, Mr. Bouttllter, Mr. Hale, Mr. 
Taché, and Mr. Macdonald of Kingston, be appointed, to asstst Mr. Speak- 
er in the directton of the Library, to whtch shall be referred all mat- 


ters relating thereto, with power to report from time to time. 


Lower Canada Ordered, That Mr. Soltettor General Taschereau 
Notartal Deeds have leave to bring tn a Btll to remove all 
Validity Bill. doubts as to the valtdtty of certatn deeds, 


instruments and docwunents, executed before 
Notartes tn Lower Canada, and to secure the rights, titles and tnterests 
of all persons concerned theretn. 





He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, ©3 


MR, SOL. GEN. TASCHEREAU said that he introduced this bill in con- 
sequence of difficulties that had arisen from the Union of the Provinces 
in regard to Notaries in Lower Canada. Since the Union, Notaries have 
styled themselves in some documents "Notaries of the Province of Canada," 
this expression has been held illegal by,the Courts of justice and doc- 
uments containing it have been rejected to the great injury of parties 
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therein concerned. It was to declare the validity of these acts and to 
provide for such errors in future®5 and to come to the aid of parties 
who have so suffered, that the bill was intended. (Hear, hear.) 


(32) 
and the sane was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be 
read a second time on Tuesday next. 


Trafalgar, Es- Ordered, That Mr. Chalmers have leave to bring tn 
questing, and a Btll to tneorporate certain persons as the 
Erin Road Bill. Trafalgar, Esquéstng and Erin Road Company. 


He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House.®/ 

MR. BALDWIN said, that the petition was referred to a Committee and 
then they reported, and the bill was there introduced; it was thought 
that the Committee ought not to report by a bill, but that the petition 
should be referred to committee on private bills.68 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH said, hon. gentleman was perfectly correct as to 
the course of procedure adopted last session and it must be manifest that 
it is a very convenient mode of procedure if only to see that the rules 
of the house were accorded with.69 


(32) 
and the same was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be 
read a second time on Monday next. 


Simple modes Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Attorney General 
of assurance Draper have leave to bring in a Bill for the 
dc. Bill. substitution of more simple modes of assurance 


tn lteu of ftnes and recovertes. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House,/0 


MR. AT.GEN. DRAPER intended to do away with certain difficulties 
existing in Upper Canada, in cutting off entails accidentally made. 
The passage of the Act, of 1834, had placed the law in an anomalous 
position, for while it left the levying of a fine and the suffering of 
a recovery necessary in these cases, it took away the means of so doing. 
From error in the wording of Wills, many leases were devised "entail" 
and the heirs upon proceeding to sell found themselves barred from so 
doing. The Bill also provided for the cutting off entails regularly 
imposed. Marriage settlements were beginning to be made in Upper Canada, 
and he thought it wiser to lay down some regulation, with regard to them 
at once, than to wait until abuses had actually sprung up; the Bill sup- 
plied these./1 


MR. BALDWIN said that in the archives of the Crown Office one or 
two cases of fine and recovery would be found, but they were of ancient 
date. The law of 1834 had prevented the possibility of that proceeding 
now; he agreed to the necessity for the Bill. While he was upon the 
subject he would ask the hon. Attorney General whether he had made any 
provision regarding the leases of holders entail being binding upon the 
heirs entail. 
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MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said the subject had not escaped his observation, 
and he hoped to bring it before the House in connection with leases made 
by Ecclesiastical Corporations. The latter subject however was one sur- 
rounded by many legal difficulties arising out of their present consti- 
tution. He wished the House therefore to understand that although the 
subject was under consideration, he did not pledge himself to bring it 
forward. /3 

(32) 
and the same was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be 
read a second time on Friday the third of Aprtl next. 


Conveyance of Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Attorney General 

real property Draper have leave to bring in a Bill to fac- 

BELT. tlttate the conveyance of real property tn 
Upper Canada. 


He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House,’ 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER: The hon. gentleman explained that this Bill 
was founded upon one recently passed by the Imperial Parliament, and 
would be found in a great measure identical with it. Its object was to 
simplify conveyance of Real Estate, to avoid that verboseness which con- 
veyancers had hitherto found necessary for security of title, and to ef- 
fect in a few words what had heretofore occupied as many folios. It 
would make every conveyance part and parcel of this Act, in this manner - 
if the deed said for instance "with convenants for further assurance," 
the Bill enacted that his phrase should be held to mean all the several 
securities specified in the Schedule attached to the Bill wherein those 
convenants were set forth at length; and in the same manner as regarded 
other convenants the full interpretation of which were included in the 
same. The great advantage of this measure would be also found in regis- 
tration of deeds at length. /° 


(32) 
and the same was recetved and read for the first ttme, and ordered to be 
read a second time on Tuesday next. 


On motion of Mr. Sherwood of Brockville, seconded by Mr. Woods, 


Entrtes in Ordered, That so much of the entries tn the Jour- 
journals read. nals of the last Sesston, as relate to the Pet- 
ttton of John Retd and Robert Shepherd, of the 
City of Montreal, together with the Report of the Select Committee there- 
on, be now severally read. 
The satd entries were read accordingly. 


MR. SHERWOOD moved that the house resolve itself into Committee 
of the whole house on Tuesday next, / he remarked that the members of 
the Committee last Session had taken a great deal of trouble with this 
Petition, and at the suggestion of the Attorney General East no further 
action was taken on the matter, and he felt it his duty to make the 
present motion. /7 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH said that this was an affair in which the Board 
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of Works was concerned or those persons who had fallen into the control 
of it after it had been under the superintendence of Commissioners. He 
wanted it placed over to a late day because as the passages were very 
voluminous, and he had not had time to investigate the questions, but in 
allowing the matter to be referred to a Committee of the whole house, he 
wished it to be understood_that the Government did not feel itself pledg- 
ed to recommend the claim. 


MR. BALDWIN was not sure whether this was one of those cases in which 
last session he had objected to a reference to a select committee as 
calculated to relieve the administration of its responsibility, and to 
cause great embarrassment both to it and to this House. He had objected 
to several references of this kind. He hoped the hon. gentleman opposite 
would request the postponement of the present motion. What would be the 
consequence? First, you get a report from a select committee. Then you 
proceed another step and get an expression of opinion from the House. 
When once you proceed Rand il you get into difficulties from which 
you cannot extricate yourselves. 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH: The subject has undergone much discussion, but 
no rule has yet been adopted. He (the Atty. Gen.) thought that the 
practice in England admitted these references to a select committees re- 
garding old transactions which had occurred under former Governments; it 
was impossible for the Government to dive into archives to get evidence 
as to these transactions fifteen or twenty years old. The Government was 
not bound by the report of a select committee, but after such report it 
was its duty to be prepared to state what it would do. No specific rule 
had been determined last session, and it was time that some understanding 
should be come to.80 


MR. BALDWIN was aware that last session, as now, the hon. and learned 
Atty. Gen. for L.C. had attempted to draw the distinction which he had 
described, but he (Mr. B.) could not see its force. All claims are upon 
the Government of the country, and no matter what gentlemen may compose 
the administration, they must be prepared to admit the claim if just. 
There may be reasons for delay in case of an old claim; the administra- 
tion may say that it has had no opportunity of examining into facts, 
but that is no reason for the House taking it up. If such a course is 
pursued, it will lead to inevitable embarrassment. If you refer to a 
select committee, get a report and then have it adopted by the House, 
where, he would ask, is the responsibility of Ministers? They were di- 
vested of their functions and the matter thrown into a popular assembly, 
which leads to constant jobbing. The investigation should be made by 
the Government, who are alone able to come to a just conclusion. If 
any one has a just claim, it is for the Government to consider it. A 
case may be made out for delay, which he (Mr. B.) would be always ready 
to give, but every one knew that by referring to special committees you 
only get an ex parte report.81 


MR. GOWAN: I think I can put the hon. and learned gentleman in poss- 
ession of certain facts which will induce him, I am sure, not to resist 
the motion. The matter originated in the House of Assembly of Upper 
Canada, where, I will acknowledge there was great jobbing going on. I 
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had the honor to have a seat in that Parliament. The works were com- 
menced and carried on by the Parliament, without the sanction of the Ex- 
ecutive Government. The Commissioners were appointed by the Parliament. 
If a debt still exists it ought to be examined. It was contracted be- 
fore the principles of Responsible Government were conceded. The meas- 
ure originated in Parliament, was carried by Parliament, and the Comm- 
issioners were appointed by the Parliament .82 


MR. BALDWIN had no opinion to offer on the claims of the persons in- 
terested; he merely wished to preserve order in the proceedings of the 
House. 


MR. SHERWOOD, of Brockville, rose again, and said, if he thought it 
would embarrass the Government he would not introduce the matter to-day. 
He did not, however, think that they could be any further pledged by 
allowing it to be referred to a committee of the whole House than they 
are already. 


MR. COLVILLE said the course recommended by the leader of Her Majesty's 


opposition would be very convenient for the gentlemen on the Treasury 
Benches, and for those who expected to be there; but he regarded it as 
utter denial of justice to the people of the Province. A strong Govern- 
ment, such as Mr. Baldwin was once at the head of, might reject the 
claims of parties, and they would then have no redress.85 


MR. MOFFATT would like to know from the hon. Mr. Viger what means of 
ascertaining the justice of claims, a committee could have superior to 
those in the reach of the Government (hear, hear.) he, (sic) Mr. Moffatt 
thought that the Government were bound to investigate all claims before 
they came down to the house, did they not admit a claim there was _ no 
denial of justice for the parties might still apply to the house. 


MR. PRICE would ask are not the Government prepared with their es- 
timates, do they know what is required - if so, how can they allow any 
claim that may be made to go before the house; by that course a great 
deal more might be granted that (sic) there would be means to meet .8/ 


MR. AYLWIN: There is a great distinction between the rule in force 
here and that at home; in Great Britain it is a rule of the House of Com- 
mons, and therefore can be repealed by that house, but here it forms part 
of our Constitution, and we cannot repeal it, the law has said that no 
money can be granted by this House, except on the recom-mendation (sic) 
of Her Majesty, the reason of this enactment was to put down, what was 
called in the neighboring Republic log rolling, and which formerly ex- 
isted to a great degree in this colony, as is fully shown in Lord Dur- 
ham's Report. Hon. gentlemen ought to endeavour to carry out the law, 
the member for Beauharnois, should be the last man to make the observa- 
tion ‘that he did, for the object is to carry out, the practice that is in 
force in England.88 


MR. SHERWOOD then withdrew his motion. ®? 





(32) 
A Member at- According to order, Louts Lacoste, Esquire, 
tends in hts Member for the County of Chambly, who was absent 


place by order. on the twenty-first, twenty-third and twenty-fourth 


Ee 


instant, from the Select Committee appointed to try the merits of the 
Petitton uch James Durand, Esquire, complaining of the undue Election and 
Return of James Webster, the Sttting Member for the West Riding of the 
County of Halton; and was further absent on the twenty-first, twenty- 
third, twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth instant, from the Select Committees 
appointed to try the merits of the Petition of William Notman, Esqutre, 
of Dundas, in the Gore District, complaining of the undue Election and 
Return of Edward Ermatinger, Esquire, to represent the County of Middle- 
sex tn thts present Parltament; and of the Petttton of the Honourable 
Franets Hineks, of the City of Montreal, complaining of the undue Elec- 
tion and Return of Robert Riddell, Esquire, Sitting Member for the County 
of Oxford, attended hts place in this House. 





Mr. Lacoste. Mr. Lacoste rose in hts place, and having given 
satisfactory reasons for not betng present at the 
meeting of the satd Select Committees, and having vertfied the same upon 
oath, 
On motion of the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, seconded by Mr. Christie, 


Facused. Resolved, That Mr. Lacoste having given satisfac- 
tory reasons for not being present at the meet- 
ins of the Select Committee for the trial of the contested Electton for 
the West Riding of the County of Halton, on the 21st, 23rd and 24th in- 
stant; and at the meetings of the Select Committees for the trial of 
the contested Elections for the Counttes of Middlesex and Oxford, and 
having vertfied the same upon oath, he be now excused for such non-at- 
tendance. 





Members called Mr. Diekson, Member for Ntagara, and Mr. Ber- 

and do not trand, Member for the County of Rimouski, having 

appear. been severally called, according to order, did not 
appear. 

County oO The Order of the Day betng read, for taking 

ford election. tnto constderatton a motion made on the twenty- 
fourth tnstant, vt2:--"That the Select Committee 


appointed to try the merits of the Petitton of the Honourable Francts 
Hineks, of the Ctty of Montreal, complaining of the undue Election and 
Return of Robert Riddell, Esquire, Sttting Member for the County of Ox- 
ford, having been unavotdably reduced to less than nine Members, and 
having so continued for the space of three sttting days, ts dissolved." 

The House proceeded accordingly to take the satd motion into con- 
stderatton. 

And the satd motion betng again read, and debates artsing thereupon, 2° 


MR. SMITH of Frontenac moved, seconded by MR. G. MACDONELL of 
Dundas that the select committee on the Oxford contested election comm- 
ittee be discharged as the number has unavoidably been reduced below 
nine. 


MR. BALDWIN rose and said, The remarks which he had made on this 
subject on the former occasion, would be in the recollection of the House. 
The more he had thought of it the more he had been convinced that he was 
right, viz: that the joint action of the House in declaring a member 
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of a committee disqualified, and the death or resignation of a member 
death (sic) were causes of unavoidable "absence." He (Mr. B.) did not, 
however, agree with the construction which the Hon. Attorney General West 
put on the following sentence "and shall so continue for the space of 
three days," I think that death, having ceased to be a member of the 
House, and leave of the House, are the only unavoidable causes of ab- 
sence. If it were the intention of the Legislature that if three members 
absented themselves for three successive days, the committee was dis- 
solved, why did they not say so: But they have not said so. I look 
upon this proceeding matter with very great alarm, as was said on the 
last occasion when party spirit ran high three members might absent them- 
selves from the committee and defeat the ends of justice. I have looked 
into the English books and there cannot be found any precedent for such 
a course; they are so careful of election committees that on one occas- 
ion, when the committee was reduced to nine they enacted a special act 

to prevent its dissolution if the third member died. If difficulties 
like these are thrown in the way of contested elections, no person will 
be found bold and courageous enough to contest the election. Suppose as 
in England the evidence was taken viva voce, and the committee was re- 
duced below nine, by the indisposition of the absent members, then the 
committee would be dissolved the witnesses would have to be brought back 
and re-examined, the expence would be enormous. The twenty second 

clause he (Mr. Baldwin,) thought was conclusive, for it says: - That if 
the committee be unavoidably reduced below nine, they shall adjourn from 
day to day till there shall be nine present. This conclusively shows 

the intention of the Legislature. The House has no power to dissolve 
this committee, they may declare the committee dissolved, but if any ac- 
tion were taken for costs no court of justice would hold them answerable 
for nok costs, the opinion of this House to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. 2 








MR. AYLWIN had already given his opinion on the subject, and was not 
again desirous of occupying the time of the House. He would, however, 
wish to state one fact, which was, that on the journals of the House was 
an order directing the Speaker to enquire into the cause of the absence 
of Members of Committees on contested elections. Now, the enquiry so 
ordered had not taken place yet. The motion of the Hon. member for 
Frontenac was founded upon the supposition that the absence of members 
in the present instance was "unavoidable." How could such an opinion 
have been formed? This very day one of the members in this case, absent 
yesterday, has appeared before the House, and has offered an excuse, in 
which he does not say that he was unavoidably absent; and this excuse 
has been accepted by the House. He (Mr. Aylwin) would caution the 
House against putting dangerous precedents on their journals - opinions 
would be formed on them in the end, which would not tend to the honor 
or advantage of present parties.93 


MR. SMITH, of Frontenac, said that several of his friends wished him 
to object to the order of the House, which had directed him to attend in 
his place to-morrow, to explain the reason of his absence from the Oxford 
Election Committee to-day, as they considered the Committee ipso facto 
dissolved; but he thought it improper to do so, as the debate on the 
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question was to come on this evening. The excuse given to Mr. Lacoste 
did not affect the question. I consider it immaterial, and in this I 

am supported by the two Law Officers of the Crown. The hon. member for 
the Fourth Riding of York based his arguments upon the members of the 
committee wilfully absenting themselves; but he could not believe it 
possible that members would wilfully absent themselves. The examination 
of witnesses before election committees is taken viva voce in England. 
If the interpretation put upon the statute by the hon. gentleman oppos- 
ite was correct, the committee might exist during all the Sessions of 
Parliament. The law contemplated such a case as the present; and to 
prove this he read the 22nd and 23rd sections of the statute, the latter 
section of which evidently limited the effect of the former. The hon. 
member for the Fourth Riding of York had cited a case in which the comm- 
ittee had been reduced to less than nine members; and an act was passed 
to prevent the committee from being thereby dissolved. He thought that 
this case was in his favour, as what necessity was there to pass such 

a law unless the committee would have been dissolved without it? He 
made the motion now before the House from a sense of his duty to the 
sitting member whom he represented; and at his request, in reply to the 
hon. member for Quebec, he frankly admitted that he could find no case 
which he could cite as precedent; but he thought that none could be 
cited against him. And the hon. gentleman had stated that to be law 
which the Law Officers of the Crown solemnly stated not to be law. He 
was sorry that the hon. gentleman for the Fourth Riding of York, who had 
held a high station in the government of the country, would not be shaken 
in the opinion that he had formerly expressed. 94 








MR. JOHNSTON said: What may be the fate of one man to-day may be 
his to-morrow, and therefore he wished to act justly. From the high 
minded manner in which Mr. Dickson fulfilled his duty last session, and 
from his having taken an oath, we must suppose that he is unavoidably 
detained.95 


MR. LAFONTAINE: The member of the committee who arrived to-day did 
not offer as an excuse that he had been unavoidably absent. He (Mr. La- 
fontaine) had observed that the hon. Attorney General for Upper Canada 
admitted, in the last debate in (sic) this question, that in case of the 
death of a member of a committee or the vacating of his seat by accepting 
office, it was the duty of the committee to report the fact to the House, 
but in the latter part of his speech he, (the Attorney General) aban- 
doned his first position and stated that it was not in the power or prov- 
ince of the committee to report the cause or reason of absence. In ans-—- 
wering the hon. Attorney General on the first day of debate he (Mr. La- 
fontaine) stated that it was in the power, and was ever the duty of the 
committee to report the cause of absence if it came to their knowledge, 
and he was happy now to be able to quote authority to that effect, by 
which it would also be seen that even after receiving the report the 
House could not proceed, evidence should still be given under oath at 
the bar. Here the hon. member read the following extract from Hands: - 

"When a member of the committee, by reason of indisposition, cannot 
attend, he usually sends a certificate of his physician to the chairman, 
or writes him a letter, stating the circumstance: upon which the commit-— 
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tee adjourn, and their chairman then specially reports the matter to the 
House, who are, at the same time, informed that a person, sent by the 
absent member, is attending at the door, and that he would give the House 
information respecting the state of the member's health: upon this, the 
person in attendance is called in, and examined on oath in relation there- 
to, and after he is withdrawn, the House make such order as the case may 
require. "96 


MR. SHERWOOD (of Brockville), said that he knew that imputations 
would be thrown out against parties voting in favour of the Resolution, 
but, he would, nevertheless, give a fearless vote. He regarded the mat- 
ter as a dry legal question and should admit that he felt great delicacy 
in voting against certain members on the opposite side; but he had the 
consolation of being backed by the opinion of the law officers of the 
Government; he thought the absence of the three members referred to for 
three successive days legally dissolved the committee, and he would 
therefore vote for the Resolution. ?/ 


MR. WILLIAMS said: It is asserted to be a rule that the mere non- 
attendance of members of the Committee dissolved the Committee. He did 
not think that this was the case; the 22d section of the Statute, states 
that the Committee is to meet from time to time until a contingency occurs, 
viz. that nine members attend. The 23d section provides for another con- 
tingency, when the Committee is unavoidably reduced to less than nine 
members it is dissolved; this latter section limits the effect of the 
former. The word unavoidable cannot be meant to include mere non-atten- 
dance. For in this case should the member when ordered to appear before 
the House to state the reason of his non-attendance, say that he was 
negligent, would the house affirm that he was unavoidably absent and ex- 
cuse him? We cannot by a mere motion assume that the members of the 
Committee were unavoidably absent.98 


MR. GOWAN said he had not looked into books on the question, but 
had been desirous of forming his opinion from arguments adduced by both 
sides of the House; he (Mr. Gowan) appreciated the question as a mere 
matter of justice. What was the object of the Law? - that all parties 
might have justice; he looked upon the Speaker and the House, in that 
imstence, 2s a Court Of justice and the Committee as a Jury.” If, “then, 
a party is sued in a court of justice and a juror is unable to attend, 
and sends a certificate of illness, does that deprive the parties before 
the Court of their rights? Not at all. If ome or more jurors were ab- 
sent, others might be called upon to take their places; and thus did he 
(Mr. Gowan) view the matter before the House; he regarded the Committee 
as a Jury, and maintained that if one or more members were absent the 
rights of parties should not, therefore be denied, or deferred. The hon. 
member opposite (Mr. Baldwin) had supposed the case of individuals in 
attendance to give viva voce evidence; he (Mr. Gowan) would meet the 
hon. gentleman on that ground and ask should 50 witnesses, for instance, 
so in attendance be kept there merely because members of the Committee 
chose to absent themselves; he (Mr. G.) had heard of injustice to the 
petitioner but he could not see what injustice could arise; if the pre- 
sent Committee were dissolved, another could be immediately formed, and 
the evidence already taken would go before them; he would vote for the 
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Resolution, and if a similar question arise in reference to other Com- 
mittees, he would give the same vote. 99 


MR. AT. GEN. smiTH.1°° we considered it necessary to explain to 
the House the vote which he should give to-night. If we take the 22nd 
clause can it be for a moment supposed that one or more members are to 
dance attendance at this House (because one or more members are absent) 
during every session for four years. If unavoidable absence was to 
be proved, it would be a source of incessant confusion, as this House 
would be constantly investigating causes of absenee instead of proceed- 
ing to the proper business of this House. Suppose for a moment that 
three members, say that they will not serve on the election committee, 
if they refused and did not ask to be excused, you could punish then, 
but while in the custody of the Sergeant at arms, the committee will 
not be dissolved, according to the construction of the statute, you 
cannot force the three members to serve, you cannot force them to go into 
the committee room, they can prevent a report from being presented during 
the time that the Parliament exists. The hon. gentlemen opposite seem 
to think that no justice will be received but from the present committee. 
They cannot know what committee will be appointed.101 


MR. R. MACDONALD of Cornwall: There is a third rule of Law besides 
that mentioned by the gentlemen who have already spoken, which he thought 
would clear up the point in dispute; the rule is, that every public offi- 
cer is supposed to do his duty, and to be prepared to do his duty, and 
evidence must therefore be brought forward to prove the contrary. The 
members of the Committee are public officers, they have taken an oath, 
that they will faithfully perform the duty intrusted to them, and if they 
are not present on every occasion, it is to presumed that they are unav- 
oidably absent. This rule he thought ought to settle the question, ir- 
respective of party feeling .102 


Hear, hear, from the opposition, 103 


MR. R. MACDONALD: Yes, hon. gentlemen opposite may cry hear, hear, 
but when did ever they give an independent vote; they always stick to- 
gether. (Hear, hear, hear.) They had not in their ranks such a man as 
the member for Durham who was going to oppose those with whom he gener- “ 
ally voted, on the present occasion. He felt proud of that hon. member 104 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said that his remarks on the former occasion were 
called forth by the interpretation given to the 23d Sec. of the Act by 
the hon. and learned member for the 4th Riding of York; since that, he 
(Mr. D.) had read the 22d Sec. of the Act, and although he was at first 
much shaken by it, so much so, indeed, that several of his friends 
thought he had entirely changed his opinion, yet on further consideration 
he was strengthened in his first view. He (Mr. Draper) thought the opin- 
ion expressed on the opposite side, and upon which much stress had been 
laid, viz. that the question was, were members, unavoidably, absent was 
not correct; to him it appeared that the Committee was dissolved by being 
unavoidably reduced to less than 9 for three successive meetings, what- 
ever might be the cause of absence. He (Mr. Draper) also thought the 
House could not dissolve the Committee, it was the law that did so. The 
hon. member further stated that he had not said anything to Mr. Smith, 
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of Frontenac, to induce that gentleman to absent himself from the Commit- 
tee; it might be supposed from the hon. Member's remarks that he had had 
a private conference with him (Mr. Draper) but such was not the case,105 


MR. ROBLIN. He did not wish to interfere in the debate, being a 
member of the Committee, but there was one point omitted by all the pre- 
ceeding (sic) speakers, which he thought to be worthy of notice. What 
had been the action of this house to-day with respect to this Committee? 
Did they not require the hon. member for Chambly to give his reasons on 
oath for his absence from a Committee, which according to the arguments 
of certain hon. gentlemen, was dissolved three days ago? And other mem- 
bers of the Committee had this day, been ordered to appear in their 
places to-morrow, to give their reasons, why they had absented themselves 
from the meeting of the Committee, held this day. The House had by these 
preceedings (sic) recognised the existence of the Committee. 10 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD, of Toronto, said, that he felt more strongly 
than before that the construction he had put upon the statute was a cor- 
rect one; but he did not intend to argue the question any further. He 
only rose to answer the observations of the honorable member for Prince 
Edwards (sic). The hon. member for Chambly had been ordered to appear 
in his place to answer for his non-attendance on those days in which it 
is admitted the committee was in existence. The member was not liable 
for his non-attendance after Tuesday. 


MR. CHALMERS said that hearing such conflicting opinions from the 
eminent lawyers in this House, on the question now under debate, had 
considerably perplexed his mind, and he was not at present prepared to 
give a vote on the subject. He would therefore move, seconded by MR. 
ERMATINGER, that the further consideration of this motion be postponed 
until next Monday. 


(32) 
Motion further Mr. Chalmers moved, seconded by Mr. Ermatinger, 
postponed. that the further consideration of the satd motton 


be postponed until Monday next. 
The questton having been put upon the satd motton, a dtviston ensued, 
and the names betng called for, they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YEAS. 


Boulton, Brooks, Cayley, Chalmers, Colville, Cummings, Daly, 
Attorney General Draper, Duggan, Ermatinger, Foster, Gowan, Hall, 
Jessup, Johnston, Macdonald of CORNWALL, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Mac- 
donell of DUNDAS, Meyers, Moffatt, Monro, Papineau, Petrie, Prince, 
Robinson, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Soltettor General Sherwood, Smith 
of FRONTENAC, Attorney General Smith, Stewart of PRESCOTT, Viger, Web- 
ster, Wtlltams, and Woods.--(34.) 














NAYS. 


Armstrong, Aylwin, Baldwin, Berthelot, Boutillter, Cameron, Cauchon, 
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Chabot, Chauveau, Christie, Desaunter, DeWitt, Drummond, Franchére, ' 
Guillet, Lacoste, LaFontaine, Lantter, Laterrtere, Laurin, LeMotine, Leslie, 
Macdonald of GLENGARY, Macdonell of STORMONT, M'Connell, Methot, Mortn, 
Nelson, Price, Roblin, Rousseau, Smith of WENTWORTH, Stewart of BYTOWN, 


and Taché.--(34.) 
And the votes betng equally divided, 


SIR A. MACNAB, the Speaker, in rising to give a casting vote, said1l09 
that he required no time to make up his mind on the questionl10, He did 
not think it a question that required much considerationlll; but some 
gentlemen had expressed a wish to have the opportunity for further consid- 
eration, andll2 as ... ((the)) settlement ((of the question)) involved 
the establishment of a precedent, he considered if there was one member 
of that House who desired further delay it should be granted. He there- 
fore voted with the Ayes. 113 


(33) 
Mr. Speaker gave his casting vote in the affirmative, and 


Ordered, Accordingly. 





Addresses on The Honourable Mr. Daly, one of the Members 
the subject of of the Executive Council, rose in hts place, and 
flour, grain, &e. acquainted Mr. Speaker and the House, that Hts 


Excelleney, the Administrator of the Government, 
wtll recetve the House, with tts Addresses, on the subject of the tm- 
portatton of certain articles of Agrtcultural Produce into the United 
Kingdom, to-morrow, at one o'clock, P.M. 


MR. “PROV. SEC: DALY) ( (moved DilteseC(that)) ~.2 thesiouge!. . 910 Gdjourn) ) 
till one o'clock on Friday, at which hour the address on the alteration of 


duties will be presented, 114 


(33) 
Ordered, That when thts House doth adjourn tt will adjourn unttl to-mor- 
row, at one o'clock, P.M. 


The House then adjourned. 





APPENDIX, 26 MARCH 1846. 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: CORRESPONDENCE ABOUT CABINET 
RECONSTRUCTION.) )115 


MR. CAMERON gave notice of his intention to move for an Address to 
His Excellency the Administrator of the Government, praying for the pro- 
duction of copies of all correspondence which may have taken place between 
His Excellency or any member of the Government relative to a reconstruc-— 
tion of the Cabinet.116 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.)) 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY gave notice that he would on Tuesday next, 
move that the House resolve itself into Committee of Supply.1l/ 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: APPOINTMENT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON RAILROADS. ))118 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER gave notice, that he should at an early day, in 
accordance with a despatch from the Colonial Secretary move for the ap- 
pointmant of a standing Committee on Railwaysll9 and further ... prepare 
a general law which should be applicable to the management of all those 
undertakings1290, It was the wish of the Home Government that the Colon- 
ial Legislature should adopt a well digested system with regard to these 
measures, to assimilate the proceedings, and to make certain uniform 
clauses for all Railway Bills, so that the draft of one Bill should be 
a draft for all as regarded the conditions, powers and liabilities.121 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: REBELLION LOSSES IN LOWER CANADA.))122 


MR. SCOTT asked whether the Government intended to grant anything 
during this session to parties in Lower Canada who had suffered losses 
during the late Rebellion.123 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH said that Commisioners (sic) were enquiring into 
the losses referred to, andl24 the ministry was not prepared to make 
any proposition relative to rebellion losses in Lower Canada until the 
committee now sitting shall have prepared and presented its report.125 


((MOTION TO REFER PETITION FOR A MONEY GRANT.)) 


((An hon. member moved to refer)) a petition praying for a money 
erant. L2/ 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH announced that for the future, it would be expected 
that notice be given to government of all similar petitionsl28 before 
((they were)) referred129; otherwise they would be opposed.130 The Com- 
mittee would then be prepared to declare what course it would take on 
the subject.131 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH and MR. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER ((argued)) that a se- 
lect committee of the House could enquire into a claim with more facility 
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than the government, and Mr. Smith said that the committee could send 
for persons and papers AND EXAMINE ON OATHI32, 


Loud laughter and ironical cheers from the opposition.133 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH had to acknowledge that he was wrong, and that 
he had forgotten that a select committee had no power to examine wit- 
nesses under oath.134 


MR. COLVILLE was afraid that justice would not be done to the public 
if every claim had to be decided on by the Executive.135 


MR. MOFFATT shewed that Mr. Colville's objection had no force, for 
an aggrieved party could always appeal to the Legislature, and throw 
the minister on his defence for the course which he had taken. He 
urged however that these claims should in the first instance be urged 
before the Government .136 








FOOTNOTES - 26 March 1846. 


1. There are commentaries on Monro's taking his seat in: PILOT, 
28 March 1846; EXAMINER, 1, 8 April 1846; and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 
2 April 1846. 

2. The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 26 March 1846, 
and PILOT, 28 March 1846, in identical accounts. The following report 
was inserted after JOURNALS' account of petitions read although the 
report referred to items dealt with throughout the reading of the pet- 
itions. It was impossible, on the basis of the newspaper sources 
available, to insert it more accurately among the petitions received. 

3. MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 

4, IBID; 

ge  LBEDs 

6 TBIDe 

7. The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 26 March 1846, 

and PILOT, 28 March 1846, in identical accounts. 

8. MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 

9. IBID. 

10% LB ED; 

11. The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 26 March 1846, 

and PILOT, 28 March 1846, in identical accounts. 
12. MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 
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16. The debate on this matter was reported by: BRITISH COLONIST, 7 
April 1846; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846; and MIRROR, 26 March 
1846, and PILOT, 28 March 1846, in identical accounts. 

17. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

18. MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 

19, MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

20. MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 

21. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

22. MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 

23. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

24. The debate on this matter was reported by: L'AURORE, 1 April 1846; 
BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846; MIRROR, 26 March 1846, and PILOT, 28 
March 1846, in identical accounts; and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846, 
COBOURG STAR, 1 April 1846, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 9 April 1846, 
in identical accounts except that in ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL some speeches 
have been omitted entirely. A commentary is contained in PILOT, 28 
March 1846. 

25. MIRROR, 26 March 1846, which noted that the "hon. member spoke so 
low as to be almost inaudible in the reporters' gallery." 

264, BRULESH COLONIST? 7 Apri iiss’ 

Z7.. MIRROR» 26 March 1846. 

28. BRIDLSH COLONIST;.7 April 1846. 

29. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

30. MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 

31. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 
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MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846. The MIRROR, 26 March 1846, however, 
stated that it was sevenpence halfpenny. 

MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 

LBLD' 

BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 

LEEDS 

BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 

IBID. 

LBD: 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 26 March 1846, 
and PILOT, 28 March 1846, in identicaljaccounts. 

MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 

There is a commentary on this despatch in PILOT, 28 March 1846. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 
1846; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846; and MIRROR, 26 March 1846, and 
PILOT, 28 March 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 26 March 1846. LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 April 1846, com- 
mented "Le bill de M. Taschereau pour valider certains actes notariés, 
a produit quelques discussions toutes dans le sens de 1'approbation; 
on lui a seulement fait quelques suggestions auxquelles il parait se 
préter ayec bonne grace." 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 26 March 1846, 
and PILOT, 28 March 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 

LBIDE 

The debate on this matter was reported by: BRITISH COLONIST, 7 
April 1846, MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846, and ST. CATHARINES JOUR- 
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NAL, 9 April 1846, in identical accounts except that in the ST. CATH- 
ARINES JOURNAL some speeches have been omitted entirely. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

TEU) 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 

March 1846, BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 
9 April 1846, in identical accounts except that the ST. CATHARINES JOUR- 
NAL has omitted some speeches entirely. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

The debate on this motion was reported by: BRITISH COLONIST, 7 

April 1846; and MIRROR, 26 March 1846, and PILOT, 28 March 1846, in 
identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 
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The debate on this motion was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 
March 1846; BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 31 
March 1846; MIRROR, 26 March 1846, and PILOT, 28 March 1846, in iden- 
tical accounts; and LA MINERVE, 30 March 1846, and LE CANADIEN, 6 
April 1846, in identical accounts. Commentaries are contained in: LE 
JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 31 March 1846; BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 2 April 1846; 
and PILOT, 28 March 1846. According to MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846, 
"The debate elicited a good deal of legal acumen, and upon the whole was, 
in a literary point of view, creditable to the House." 

MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 
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IBID. PILOT, 28 March 1846, commented: "Mr. Attorney General Smith 
made another unfortunate display." 
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TBLD:: 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 

31 March 1846; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846; and BRITISH COLONIST, 
7 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

LAID) 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 
March 1846; and BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: BRITISH COLONIST, 7 

April 1846; and MIRROR, 26 March 1846, and PILOT, 28 March 1846, in 
identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 

PBUuD 

BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846. 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 26, 27 March 1846; 
PILOT, 28 March 1846; BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846, KINGSTON NEWS, 6 
April 1846, and COBOURG STAR, 8 April 1846, in identical accounts; and 
and LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 April 1846. The PILOT observed that an 
"interesting debate" took place on this motion. The MIRROR, and 
BRITISH COLONIST reported this motion as having occurred on 27 March 
1846, whereas the PILOT identified it as on the agenda for the 26th of 
March. The PILOT's version has been accepted because there is suffi- 
cient internal evidence to validate it. As no reference to this motion 
was made in JOURNALS, the account was placed in the Appendix. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846. 

Is; D 

MIRROR, 26 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, / April 13546. 
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IBID. The PILOT commented: '"Mr. Moffatt made some excellent remarks 
which must have had an effect on the House." 





FRIDAY, 27 MARCH 1846. 


(33) 
1°O'CLOCK, “P.M. 

House watt on AT the hour appotnted, Mr. Speaker and the 
the Admints- House attended upon Hts Excellency, the Adminis- 
trator of the trator of the Government, wtth the Addresses of 
Government the House, 
with Addres- And being returned, 
ses. Mr. Speaker reported that the House had watted 


upon His Excellency, the Administrator of the 
Government, with their Addresses to the Queen, on the subject of the 
importation of certain articles Agricultural Produce, into the United 
Kingdom, and the Address to His ee praying that he will trans- 
mtt the said Address to Her Majesty's Government in England, to which 
Hts Excellency was pleased to make the following answer:-- 


Answer. Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly, 


I shall have great pleasure in transmitting 
your Address to Her Majesty's Secretary of State, to be laid at the 
foot of the Throne, for Her Gractous Majesty's consideratton. 


Petittons The following Pettttons were severally brought 
brought _up. up, and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Stewart of Bytown,--The Petttion of 
Willtan Rogerson and others, Manufacturers of Lumber, of the Province 
of Canada. 

By Mr. Cauchon,--The Petition of Louts Celestin Lefrangots, Reg- 
tstrar of the County of Montmorency. 

By the Honourable Mr. Viger,--The Petttton of Israel Lewis, C.M.; 
the Petttton of André Antoine Asselin, of the Partsh of St. Frangots 
du Lae St. Pierre, @, School Master; and the Petitton of the 1 Muntetpal 
Counetl of the Munictplatty of Ste. Anne de la Pocattére, in the County 
of Kamouraska. 

By Mr. Taché,--The Petttton of the Honourable Antoine Gaspard 
Coutllard. 

By Mr. Cummings,--The Petttion of the Muntetpal Council of the 
Distriet of Niagara, (relating to a Road.) 

By Mr. Ermatinger,--The Petition of James Hutchison and James F. 

M'Carthey, on behalf of a public meeting of the tnhabitants of Bayham 
and other Townshtps, tn the Districts of London, Oxford, and Talbot. 

By Mr. Macdonald of Cormiall,--The Petition of Alexander M'Lean, 
Esquire, and others, of the Town of Cornwall. 

By Mr. Gutllet,--The Petttion of A. Bouchet and others, tnhabt- 
tants of the Caunty of Champlain. 





Pettttions Resolved, That the Petition of Wishe Tegerthontte 
referred: and others, Chiefs and Warriors, Iroquots, 
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Wishe Tegart- Adigesteneiieg and Niptssings of St. Regis, and 
. hontte and other places, be referred to a Select Comnit- 
others. tee, composed of Mr. Macdonell of Dundas, Mr. 


Prince, and Mr. Macdonald of Cornwall, to ex- 
amine the contents thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent 
speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


George Roe Resolved, That the Petttion of George Roe and 
and others. others, of the County of Russell, be referred 
to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Petrte, 


Mr. Macdonald of Kingston, Mr. Price, Mr. Stewart of Bytown, and Mr. 
Chalmers, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon with 
all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and 
records. 


Roderick Resolved, That the Petitton of Roderick M'Gillis 


ee eee a ? 
M'Gillts and and others, Cullers and Inspectors of Timber; 
others. praying to be tneorporated as "The Quebec 


Cullers Benevolent Soctety," be referred to 
a Seleet Committee, composed of Mr. Chabot, the Honourable Mr. Mortn, 
Mr. Taché, Mr. Chauveau, and Mr. Cauchon, to examine the contents 
thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent speed; with power 
to send for persons, papers, and records. 








dhe UeePage: Resolved, That the Petition of Jean Baptiste Pagé 
and others. and others, tnhabttants of the Parish of L'An- 


etenne Lorette, be referred to a Seleet Com- 
mittee, composed of Mr. Chauveau, the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, Mr. 
Chabot, Mr. Cauchon, and Mr. Laurin, to examine the contents thereof, 
and to report thereon with all conventent speed, by bill or otherwise; 
wtth power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Rev. P. hoy, Ordered, That the Petition of the Reverend P. 

and others. Roy and others, of the County of Quebec, be 
referred to the said Committee. 

Domintque Ordered, That the Petition of Domintque Lefran- 

Lefrangots gots and others, of the Parish of St. Am- 

and_others. brotse de la Jeune Lorette; the Petition of 


J. B. Trudelle, Esquire, and others, of the 
County of Quebee; and the Petition of Jacques Legaré, Esqutre, Mayor, 
and of the Councillors and others of the Munictpality of the Parish 
of St. Foye, tn the District of Quebec, be referred to the Select 
Committee, to whtch was referred the Petttton of Jean Marte Robitaille 
and others, of the Parish of L'Anetenne Lorette. 


Joseph Cor- Resolved, That the Petitton of Joseph Cormier, 
miter and Esquire, and others, of the Magdalen Istai Telands, 
others. tn the County and District of Gaspé, be re- 


ferred to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. 
Christte, Mr. Chabot, Mr. Chauveau, Mr. Taché, Mr. Williams, Mr. 
Petrie, and Mr. Price, to examine the contents thereof, and to report 
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thereon with all convenient speed; with power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 


Julten Demers Resolved, That the Petition of Julien Demers, 
and others. Esquire, and others, of the Parishes of obs 
Croix and St. Flavien, in the County of Lot- 
bintére, be referred to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Laurin, 
Mr. Berthelot, Mr. Lacoste, Mr. Chabot, Mr. Cauchon, and Mr. Méthot, 
to examtne the contents thereof, and to report thereon with all con- 
ventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 








Rep, ls Prenie Ordered, That the Petitton of the Reverend Louts 
and others. Proulx and others, of St. Antotne de Ror ly pe 


and other Parishes in the County County of Lot: Lot- 
bintére; and the Petttion of the Reverend P. Patry and others, of 
the Parish of St. Giles, in the County of Lotbiniére, be referred to 
the satd Committee. 


(34) 
County of Mr, Williams from the Select Committee, ap- 
Middlesex potnted to try the mertts of the Petttton of Wil- 
Election. Ltam Notman, Esquire, of Dundas, tn the Gore Dis- 








trtet; complaining of the undue Election and Re- 
turn of Edward Ermatinger, Esquire, to represent the County of Mid- 
dlesex tn thts present Parliament; reported that the Committee met 
thts day, pursuant to adjournment, but were unable to proceed to 
business in consequence of the absence of Mr. Dickson thetr Chatrman. 


County of Ox- Mr. Chauveau, Chatrman of the Select Commtt- 
ford Electton. tee appotnted to try the mertts of the Petttton 


of the Honourable Franets Hineks, of the City of 
Montreal, complaining of the undue Electton and Return of Robert 
Riddell, Esquire, Sitting Member for the County of Oxford, reported 
that the Committee met this day at nine o'clock A.M. pursuant to ad- 
jourmment, but were unable to proceed to business in consequence of 
the absence of Mr. Dtekson and Mr. Bertrand, Members of the Committee. 


Members to at- Ordered, That Mr. Diekson, Member for the Town of 
tend tn thetr Niagara, and Mr. Bertrand, Member for the 
places. County of Rimouskt, do severally attend in 


thetr places in thts House at the next Stt- 
ting thereof. 


MR. CAMERON! rose pursuant to notice to make a motion for an Ad- 
dress to the head of the Government for any Correspondence having 
relation to a recent attempt to reconstruct the Ministry. 2 ((He) ) 
said that as Ministers had refused to give any explanation of the 
rumour which had appeared in the Montreal Times, a Conservative jour- 
nal, he felt bound to press his motion.3 He remarked that he was 
driven to this course by the refusal of the leader of the Government 
to give a satisfactory answer to the question on this subject, which 
he had put the day before.4 He (Mr. Cameron) was surprised at the 
manner in which his allusion on ... ((that)) occasion to the sub- 
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stance of the present motion was met; he was told in that instance 
that notice should have been given on a previous day, he (Mr. Camer- 
on) thought that no notice should be required for a question of the 
present kind, rumours”? asserting that negociation (sic) were going on 
of the nature referred to,© had gone abroad, had gone the rounds of 
the Press, had been believed by the great majority of those who heard 
them. The slightest denial on the part of a member of the Ministry 
would have satisfied him (Mr. Cameron) that there was no foundation 
for these rumours, but no denial having been offered, he was bound 

to believe that there was foundation for the reports abroad, and he 
and every other member of the house had in such a case a right to 
demand satisfactory explanations. It had been reported that a cor- 
respondence had taken place between the Attorney General West and a 
leading member of the opposition to the effect that a re-construction 
of the present Ministry was contemplated, that some members of the 
administration were unworthy to be there or were prepared to go out. 
The name of the hon. member for Terrebonne had been connected with 
these reports; but he (Mr. C.) had too high an opinion of that gentle- 
man to believe that he would be connected with intrigues so unlike 
Responsible Government. Confidential communications were spoken of; 
but he (Mr. C.) was freed from any responsibility of that kind; his 
information was derived from communications about town; he found the 
leading conservatives crediting the rumours to which he referred. It 
had been said that these communications were confidential; he (Mr. 
Cameron) denied the right of a Minister of the Crown to hold confi- 
dential communications on such subjects with leaders of the opposition. 
He would now make his motion, and leave the hon. Attorney General West 
to answer. 


(34) 
Motion for an Mr. Cameron moved, seconded by Mr. Cauchon, 
Address _on re- That an humble Address be presented to His Ex- 
constructton of cellency, the Administrator of the Government, 
the Executive praying that Hts Excelleney may be pleased to 
Counetl. inform thts House what Negoctattons or Correspon- 


dence, tf any, have taken place between the Ex- 
ecutive Counetl, or any Member thereof, and any of the Members of 
thts House or of the other Branch of the Legtslature, on the subject 
of a reconstruction of the Cabtnet, by the restgnatton of one or 
more, or the dtsmtssal of one or more of the present Members thereof, 
and the admisston of other Gentlemen to fill their places, wtth the 
dates, &c. of such correspondence. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said that as it was impossible for him to 
consent to the motion for the Address, he should attempt to show why 
he opposed it. In the first place he would demand of the honorable 
gentleman who was so intimately acquainted with British practice, 
whether he could show any precedent drawn from that practice, for 
an Address to the Queen, praying for correspondence relative to a 
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supposed change in her Cabinet .8 


MR. CAMERON had never heard of a case in which a minister had re- 
fused to answer such a question.? 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER had not yet heard the ministry asked. (Laugh- 
ter.) For his own part, he should give the only answer that would ever 
be given by him, and he thought he might venture to say, the only one 
which would be given by any of his colleagues .10 He must oppose the 
motion. The hon. member for Lanark, appeals to British practice, but 
he must say that there is no precedent in the House of Commons of 
such an address to the Crown having been made. He was therefore ob- 
liged to resist the motion on principle.t1 As to any official com- 
munications, which, of course, were the only ones which could be ap- 
plied for, he would only say that every one acquainted with British 
practice, must know perfectly well thatl2 if an official communication 
is made, it must be made with some one, and can only be communicated 
with the permission of the head of the Governmentl3, that was to say, 
the Sovereign, whom the head of the government here represented - ((no 
such communication nor any)) passing under the immediate notice of 
the head of the government, was ever made public by the parties to 
whom they had been made, nor by those who had been the channel by 
which they passed. He was perfectly certain that he could refer to 
numerous precedents in British practice of cases in which the parties 
had been silent, day after day, until they had obtained permission to 
make known the details of negotiations in which they had been engaged .14 
The course pursued in England if actual negotiations had taken place 
was, that the party to whom overtures were made ... ask permission 
of the Crown, of which the Administrator was here the Representative, 
to make known to the Legislature the correspondence, and permission 
was rarely refused.15 That was his objection: and he would say that 
assuming for a moment thatl® the motion before the House had any 
foundation in fact,l7 it was in the power of any gentleman who had 
been spoken to, in an official manner, to apply for permission to 
make known the circumstances of the transaction. He (Mr D.) was 
sure that permission would be immediately granted. The hon. gentle- 
man, however, who had brought forward the motion, had informed the 
House that he had found a rumor of these changes brought before the 
public in the columns of a newspaper. A great authority truly. He 
(Mr D) would engage to get the most absurd rumor that could be ima- 
gined published in a newspaper. In forty-eight hours he would get a 
circumstantial statement published--he did not say it would be be- 
lieved--18 ((of)) the most ridiculous ((rumour)) that could be ima- 
gined, for instance, that the Hon. Member for Lanark had been sent 
for to form an Administration (laughter)19, He was sure that such 
a rumor might be published,--whether any one would believe that any 
Governor General could be weak enough to commit himself by so false 
a step, was another question. (Laughter.) To make such a statement 
an authority for such a motion as the present, was, to say the least 
OF it, not’ a’ little extraordinary. If there were any other authority-—— 
if the hon. member would give the name of any person from whom he had 
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received his information29, let him state the name of the person, and 
do it distinctly, and not beat about the bush.2l ((Then)) there 
might be some reason for demanding some explanation. 22 Before con- 
cluding, he would observe that23 he dissented from the rules which 
had been laid down by the hon. member, that a public man was neces- 
sarily debarred from holding confidential intercourse with a friend 
on the other side.24 He for one denied, that his situation prevented 
him from holding private and confidential communication with personal 
friends, even though they should differ from him in politics? ( (and 
be)) Members of the Opposition, upon any measure he was about to 
bring forward“%, to elicit such information as would guide him in 

the important duties that were entrusted to him, 27 to ascertain how 
it might be received by them or their party, or for information in 
the construction of a measure28 for the benefit of the public. He 
thought he was justified in making use of that information to change 
any law or any system, without of course, alluding to those of whom 
he procured it“”’, always providing that upon entering on such confi- 
dential communication, he stated fully and unreservedly to such Mem- 
ber the object of his enquiry. 39 And he would say farther, that a 
man with whom such a conversation had been held, and who would be 
guilty of violating a confidence reposed in him, would be guilty of 
an act of unmitigated baseness?!, an act of treachery and breach of 
confidence. 34 


MR. BALDWIN considered the subject of more importance to that 
House and the country than the Hon. Attorney General seemed disposed 
to admit; and he thought they had a right to expect an answer. He 
denied that the course taken by the member for Lanark was without 
precedent; and though he acted upon a rumour, yet the House had a 
right to proceed on as slight a foundation as that.33 


M. LA FONTAINE?“ ne parlait que parce que son nom avait été pro- 
noncé par M. Cameron.3> ((I1)) dit que les derniéres paroles pro- 
noncées par 1'hon. procureur-général l'avaient frappé, tellement qu'il 
(M. La Fontaine) ne pouvait laisser passer cette occasion sans lui 
demander quelques explications. L'hon. membre pour Lanark, avait fait 
une action pour obtenir quelques informations relatives a des ouver- 
tures ou prétendues ouvertures qui auraient été faites par 1'adminis- 
tration 4 certains membres de l'opposition; 1'hon. procureur-général, 
aprés avoir dénié 4 toute personne le droit de demander ces informa- 
tions, soutenait que des membres de 1'administration pouvaient faire 
quelque ouverture 4 des personnes, dans le but, soit d'introduire une 
loi, soit de changer un systéme, etc. etc.; c'était un principe contre 
lequel, il (M. L.) protestait hautement; il désirait savoir si 1l'hon. 
procureur-général entretenait véritablement l'opinion qu'il venait 
d'énoncer . 36 ((He)) did not know what the hon. Attorney General meant 
by talking of the change of a system. System was a word of a wide 
signification, and he thought its introduction should be explained. 

As to what the honorable Attorney General had said about obtaining 
information from his political opponents and of the baseness of those 
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who would violate the confidence reposed in them, he would ask one 
question. 3/ Was the gentleman from whom he obtained his information 

to say nothing, to be placed in a situation to be exposed to all the 
suspicions of his party. He (Mr. L.) would ask whether a gentleman 

in the position of the Attorney General would be justified in making 
overtures to the opposition apparently in sincerity; (and he (Mr. L.) 
would not doubt that any such overtures made by the Attorney General 
would be made in sincerity,) (Hear.) in thus ascertaining the views 

and plans of the party opposed to him and having ascertained their 

views as to the principle on which the government should be conducted, 
abstain from giving any answer, or state whether their views was (sic) 
satisfactory or not; if such a course should be taken, he (Mr. L.) 

would ask whether the individual addressed, the individual th((r))ough 
whom the views of his pany had been ascertained is not entitled to 

speak in his defence. ((And)) would his ((Mr. Draper's)) conduct be 
right and proper, or would the person to whom those overtures were made be 
bound to silence, as honorable men in whom confidence had been reposed??? 
((Further)) the honourable gentleman wished to ask the Attorney~Gen- 
eral, (West), whether he considered he had a right, after making such 

a communication to a leader of the Opposition, and finding, from his 
reply, that he was not indisposed to give his assistance to the Admin- 
istration, to go no further, and to offer him a place in that Adminis- 
tration?40 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said the question of the honourable gentleman 
was altogether suppositious, and not warranted by the remarks he had 
made; but he would answer it. If such a disposition should be shown 
by the party with whom he held such confidential communication, he 
did not consider that anything proceeding from it bound him beyond 
the influence it might have on him to shape his course this way or 
that. If the party so communicated with thought he had reason to com- 
plain, he could apply for liberty to make known the correspondence! , 
((He)) would suppose a case to illustrate his meaning. Suppose the 
case of a particular measure which he desired to carry - suppose that 
he felt its importance, but hesitated to move in it without the sup- 
port of the house, and suppose that he had a personal friend with 
whom he could enter into confidential intercourse, could he not pri- 
vately say to his friend, - Here is a measure, on the success of which 
I am interested, I wish to understand your views upon the subject, 
but whatever takes place is confidential and must go no farther. How 
will it be approved of by your friends - how will it be treated by 
the party with whom you act? Would he not have a right to make use 
of the information which was thus afforded him? Would he not have 
the right to stand up in the house and propose his plan without giving 
the name of the party from whom he obtained it?42 He wished it to be 
distinctly understood, that he considered it the right of any minister 
to consult in confidence with a personal friend even although he be- 
longed to the ranks of the opposition, in reference to any ministerial 
act, and to judge for himself. 3 What he meant to lay down was this, 
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that for every act of a political nature, undertaken by a public man, 
that man alone was responsible —- that he could have no right to fall 
back upon communications in this or that quarter, but that he must 
stand or fall by the measure itself. At the same time he claimed 
again the perfect right to seek that information, and especially if, 
when he sought it, he avowed frankly and sincerely his object in do- 
ing so. 


MR. LAFONTAINE. - The Hon. Attorney General has not answered my 
question or rather he does not appear to have comprehended it. Let 
us suppose that there has been no conversation but a correspondence 
in writing provoked by the leader of an administration with all the 
appearance of sincerity (and he Mr. L would repeat that if the Hon. 
At. Gl. was the one to provoke that correspondence he had doubtless 
done so in sincerity.) Let us suppose that in consequence of that cor- 
respondence the leader of that administration under the pretext of re- 
placing some of his colleagues, of effecting what is called a change 
of system, should have succeeded in ascertaining the ideas, the views, 
and the plans of the opposition, and after having thus ascertained them, 
he should have stopped there without even making an answer to the per- 
son whom he had employed as his organ of communication to attain that 
end. He (Mr. L.) would ask ... the hon. Attorney General ... ((about)) 
such conduct4>, Je demande done s'il est convenable, s'il est ‘cons- 
titetionel,. S$ 11 est parlementaire4®, ((or)) if on the contrary the 
person employed as such organ of communication ought not to be con- 
sidered as having been duped, and consequently as having been made to 
dupe his friends; and he (Mr.L.) would ask whether, under such circum- 
stances, the member of the opposition, from whom by means of the agent 
thus duped, the leader of the Government should have succeeded in as- 
certaining the views of the opposition, would not have a right to 
speak out when put upon his defence?4/ He desired to know from the 
hon. Attorney General, whether he (the hon. Attorney General) con- 
ceived that after the termination of negotiations ... the party with 
whom the negotiations had been held was bound to secrecy ... notwith- 
standing the suspicion which his silence might create among his poli- 
tical friends.48 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER dit que les hons. membres devraient sa- 
voir qu'il est du premier devoir de tout gentilhomme de respecter les 
lois du secret, que divulguer le secret est manquer aux principes de 
l'honneur et de la morale; que d'ailleurs les hons. membres ne de- 
vraient pas s'arréter 4 des bruits répandus par les journalistes. I1 
dit qu'il n'était que depuis deux ans dans les affaires du gouvernement: 
que cependant bien longtemps avant, il avait eu 1'honneur de recevoir 
quelques confidences, mais qu'il toujours avait gardé 4 ce sujet le 
secret le plus inviolable. Les plus grands maux que 1'Angleterre ait 
soufferts, et le sang qui a été versé en si grande abondance en France 
durant le régne de la terreur, ont été en grande partie le résultat 
de la violation des secrets du gouvernement. Les membres du conseil 
exécutif sont liés au secret, et ne peuvent enfreindre cette régle sans 








7s 


la permission du chef de l'exécutif. M. Viger termina en disant qu'il 
permettait a toute personne de blesser sa sensibilité, qu'il avait été 
calomnié, mais qu'il en était encore, comme il l'avait toujours dit, 

a la justice de ses compatriotes.49 


M. LA FONTAINE. - Il n'y a pas encore 1a de réponse a ma question; 
il m'a méme été impossible de saisir la moindre liaison entre les 
idées de l'hon. président du conseil.29 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER. — Je désirerais que 1'hon. membre posat 
encore sa question. 


M. LA FONTAINE. - C'est au procureur-général que je me suis edressé; 
je crois qu'il m'a compris et qu'il est en état de répondre pour lui- 
méme. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER thought that the question of the honble. mem- 
ber for Terrebonne was to this effect, viz. :- That suppose the honble. 
gentleman opposite and myself, although belonging to different politi- 
cal parties, wre personal friends, that having the greatest confidence 
in each other that, knowing the high position which that gentleman 
held with his party>4, and that after dinner, over a bottle of claret, 
he (Mr. D.) should say to the member opposite that he wished to con- 
verse with him respecting the state of political parties in this coun- 
try, but that the different political opinions of the hon. member and 
himself prevented them doing so except in the most perfect confidence, 
that this conversation did take place, and? was followed by others, 
and perhaps that several notes passed between them6 , ((and)) that this 
leaked out by some means or other, would not the hon. member be justi- 
fied in explaining this, should he fall under the suspicion of the 
political parties whose confidence he was desirous of maintaining. I 
say no, till he had received my consent?/, ((Mr. Draper)) held that 
in such a case he would have full right, after his friend had placed 
his confidence in him - a thing which he might or might not do, at 
his own pleasure - to act or not to act upon those renseignments as he 
thought proper. If any suspicions should then be excited in the party 
to whom his hon. friend belonged, he thought he knew the course which 
he would take if placed in the position which his hon. friend would 
hold. He thought he should apply to the party with whom the communi- 
cation had taken place, and should inquire if he could be allowed to 
explain the whole matter to his friends and his party. He thought 
that permission might be justly refused, especially in the case of a 
mere rumour; and that, in the case he had supposed his hon. friend 
would, even then, be obliged to confess, that the whole difficulty was 
brought about by his own indiscretion. His hon. friend might certainly, 
in such a case, have the tear to complain of him, but he could have no 
Pignt to violate fac trust. 8 still I consider that I should be per- 
fectly justified in pursuing such a course in reference to holding 
such a conversation with such an individual as I have supposed the 
hon. member (Mr. Lafontaine) to be..9 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD (of Toronto) said, that most of the former 
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speakers had spoken in French, and he wished to say a few words on the 
subject. He (Mr. Sherwood) was inclined to think, that the motion 

was made rather with a view to elicit discussion, and to damage9 ( (and) ) 
embarrass©°! the Administration, than with any idea of passing the Reso- 
lution. We are asked by this motion, to vote for an Address to His 
Excellency requesting him to send down any correspondence that may 

have taken place with respect to the formation of a new Cabinet, or 

of the remodelling of the present one.62 He thought that in bringing 
forward such a motion, the hon. member ought at least to have given 
some examples from British practice®3, if ever such a motion was made 
in England, which would have served for a precedent for the extra- 
ordinary course he proposed to take. I£ he (Mr. Sherwood) understood 
any thing about Constitutional Government, he thought it was for the 
Governor General to part with his advisers when he became dissatisfied 
with their conduct, or for the Ministers to resign if they found any 
difficulty with the Governor General or with the House. If any member 
of the cabinet was dissatisfied with his colleagues, he too, would 

have the right to complain, but while a Government had the confidence 
of the Head of the Government, and the support of the House, and while 
there was no division among themselves, he conceived that they had no 
right to be subjected to any such questions. 66 If the Attorney General 
has written to any gentleman about his views with respect to the public 
affairs, and has told him that he (Mr. Draper) was prepared and anxious 
to act with this gentleman, it is to the Attorney General and this in- 
dividual, and not to the Governor, that the hon. member for Lanark 
must look for information. It is for this House to say who will be 

in the Government, and it is not the duty of any member of the admin- 
istration to undermine his colleagues, and if they find that he is 
doing so, it is for his colleagues to deal with him. The House must 
assume that there is a perfect confidence between His Excellency and 
the members of the administration. We have a government enjoying the 
confidence of the House and of the Head of the Government; - and when 
that ministry cannot sustain themselves in the House, they must make 
way for another.°’ For his own part, he knew nothing about these al- 
leged overtures; but from the course which the discussion had taken 
that night, he inferred that some negotiations had taken place be- 
tween some of the members of the government and some members on the 
other side of the House, relative to an arrangement that would be con- 
sistent with the views and wishes of the great mass of the people of 
the country. © I cannot but think that some correspondence has taken 
place. ©9 He blamed no man who should express his will to retire from 
the Government, or to combine with others to form a new ministry to 
give satisfaction to the great body of the people, /9 I do not blame 
the Attorney General, if he thought that such a change would add 
strength to the ministry - while the present supporters still contin- 
ued to sustain the administration, - and thus form a strong govern- 
ment. He thought that the House had no right to ask for such a cor- 
respondence; that it was an impertinent request/ of the inquisitive 
member for Lanark.’2 The motion had no foundation in British prece— 
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dent nor in common sense’3. He therefore trusted the House would nega- 


tive the motion. 
M. CAUCHON’> se leva pour parler. /6 
Le coté droit se mit a murmurer, 4 crier, et 4 rire.// 


M. CAUCHON. ‘Je suis accoutumé, dit 1'hon. membre 4 ces rires 
indécens qui décélent chez ceux qui les font, un manque de bienséance 
et de savoir-vivre. Les membres de cette chambre qui se rendent cou- 
pables d'une conduite aussi indigne de leur place, ont 1'honneur 
d'avoir des imitateurs dans la presse; un journal de cette ville a 
employé ces jours-ci prés d'une demi colonne a4 me vilipender et 41 me 
dire des injures. Onm'a dit que l'éditeur était un individu du nom 
de Fleet; on va jusqu'a tourner mes discours de maniére 4 les rendre 
tout-a-fait ridicules.’/8 He assured the hon. members ... that he 
could not be put down that way, that he was accustomed to be laughed 
at, that ridicule followed him like a shadow; the Press had been hired 
to vilify him; he had been called a Hog, and an unclean animal; his 
hat had been exposed to scorn, and the cut of his coat derided. His 
very bodily appearance had been remarked on, and every vile epithet 
which could be applied to_a veritable porker, had been lavished on 
him by the sausage party./9 Si l'on a pas plus d'honnéteté et de sa- 
voir-vivre, je veux au moins que l'on me laisse jouir dans cette 
chambre de mon droit de représentant du peuple, la liberté de parole 80 
The hon. gentleman concluded by declaring that unless more respect 
was shown him by the Press, and ... his speeches regularly reported, 
he ket make use of his prerogative, and clear the Reporters' gal- 
lery. J'en viens maintenant 4 la question. Je dis que s'il y a 
dans cette chambre, des personnes qui aient eu avec certains membres 
du cabinet des communications relatives 4 des matiéres d'administration, 
si ces communications intéressent le public ou un parti, si les mem- 
bres de ce parti veulent se former un jugement dans cette affaire, ils 
ont droit de demander 4 1l'administration un aveu de ce qui s'est pas- 
sé a ce sujet; si l'administration refuse de faire cet aveu alors les 
membres 4 qui ont été faites les ouvertures ont droit et sont obligés 
de communiquer ce sujet; c'est un devoir qu'ils ont a remplir envers 
leurs (sic) pays et le parti qu'ils représentent; et s'ils ne le font, 
ils sont indignes de posséder sa confiance. Moi-méme, je leur retire- 
rais ma confiance, si je connaissais que 1'administration leur a of- 
fert des places, et qu'il (sic) persévéraient 4 ne pas vouloir expli- 
quer la cause de leur refus. Ce secret quia fait tant de mal au 
pays, on craint de le dévoiler; 1l'hon. membre pour les Trois Riviéres 
assure que ce serait violer les lois de 1l'honneur et de la morale. 
Mais quel autre moyen faudra-t-il donc adopter? Le mode adopté par 
1"hon. membre pour Lanark est le seul que nous devions suivre. La 
partie du pays que nous représentons a droit de connaitre la vérité. 
L'administration ne dit pas formellement, mais elle donne a4 entendre 
qu'il y a eu quelque chose. L'hon. membre pour Terrebonne a été mis 
dans une oo embarrassante et il a raison de demander des expli- 
cations.8 
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MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU ((spoke.))83 


MR. BALDWIN said, if he had understood the hon. member who had 
just sat down (Mr. Papineau) he complained that under the form of a 
general question particulars were sought to be elicited, which it was 
improper to enter upon; he (Mr. B.) held an opinion directly opposite 
to that entertained by the hon. gent.; he contended that the House 
had a eight to enquire into all the particulars of such a case as the 
present. 4 ((He)) said it was objected in the early part of the debate, 
that the grounds on which the hon. member for Lanark based his motion 
were not of a kind to entitle him to carry it85, that there was no pre- 
cedent for parliamentary enquiry regarding mere rumours; but there was 
an authority and no less a one than that of Mr. Fox, who said that 
the Parliament was the oe inquest of the country, and was bound to 
inquire into everything 7 affecting the public interests - rumours 
among the rest.89 The present rumours were important as well in them- 
selves as in the interests to which they pointed, important to this 
House, to our constituencies, and to the country at large; therefore 
was it that full explanation into such a matter should be demanded . 99 
The house had not only the right to proceed on such rumours, but it 
was its bounden duty to do so. He thought, therefore, that the ob- 
jection on that ground was entirely unfounded. Then, with regard to 
the technical objection which had been raised, ?1 he (Mr. Baldwin) 
would ask what his hon. friend was to do? -92 it must be recollected 
that the motion of his hon. friend was grounded on the fact that?3 
the question?4 which he had put in debate?” had not been answered, no 
explanation was given, time passed away and no answer was yet obtained’®, 
What course then could be taken but the one which was now proposed ?9/ 
It was said there was no precedent for such a course. A precedent 
would be found on the Journals of the House of 1842.98 I£ the hon'ble 
member ((s)) would refer to 1842, they would find a motion made in that 
year ... having the very same object as that of the hon. member for 
Lanark?9 by a gentleman on the opposite side of the House, - one who 
rarely indeed acted with him; he referred to one of the present mem- 
bers for Montreal - Mr. Moffatt. That hon. member moved in 1842 for 
enquiries into changes in the Government of that day, and in 1843 a 
precisely similar motion was made by a high ebipiet in that House 
then and now, by the present Speaker of the House .10 


MR. HALE. - The changes had then taken place 101 


MR. BALDWIN. - That made no difference whatever.192 The house was 
not called on to inquire whether the existing ministry was or was not 
likely to last, nor whether an attempt had been made to gain the sup- 
port of a large section of the community, but he thought that the 
country had a right to endeavour to gain an answer to this question!93 | 
had this House the right to address the Governor for information re- 
garding Ministerial changes. If so, it had the same right to ask in- 
formation regarding propositions out of which changes might arise. 
What! if a proposition were made, the intention of which was to sat- 
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isfy a large portion of the inhabitants of the Province, are we not 
bound to enquire into its particulars; and when an admission is made 

by such a member as the hon. Solicitor General West such as had been 
heard, namely, that enough had transpired in the present debate to 
warrant the inference that some correspondence on the subject of a 
change of Ministry had taken place, when so much was admitted by a mem- 
ber of the Government were we to be told that particulars were a mat- 
ter of indifference? was it not right that it should be known whether 
the proposition arose from a doubt as to the stability of the Govern- 
ment, or from a desire to strengthen it by the substitution of other 
gentlemen for some of its present members.194 Whatever might be the 
Obj eCty mp nel saldythat. mo one acquainted195 with the watchful care 
which the English House of Commons exercises over the Imperial Govern- 
ment, no one acquainted with Parliamentary usage could entertain a 
single doubt as to the right of the house tol06 demand these explana- 
tions. For these reasons be thought that the proper course to be taken 
by the House would be to pass the motion for this Address.l97 He (Mr. 
Baldwin) would repeat his surprise at the manner in which the present 
question had been met; it may be that a majority will reject the mo- 
tion, and that the members of the Ministry may continue to wrap them- 
selves up in a dignified silence but to say that any member of the 
house would be satisfied by such a course would be to declare that the 
common rights of the house were not known or understood. The hon. mem- 
ber seemed to think that the responsibility of such a movement as that 
now in question is confined to the minister with whom it originates, 
not so, a eee every public man is clothed with a certain responsi- 
bility; and! his hon. friend from Terrebonnel09, the gentleman by 
whom communications from Government ... ((were)) received, is decidedly 
responsible to his party and to the country, for his conduct in refer- 
ence to such communications and should he think proper to decline en- 
tering into arrangements proposed he is bound to give his reasons for 
such a course to those who confide in his judgment to guide matters 
aright; he (Mr. Baldwin) had no doubt but if the hon. and learned mem- 
ber for Terrebonne were to consult his own convenience he would!l? be 
glad to be relieved froml1! the cares and responsibilities ofll2 

public affairs, just as he would have been glad to be relieved from 
them in 1842;143 but he has no such choice, he was not then to con- 
sult his own case in a matter of this kind; no, he is, if he (Mr. Bald- 
win) might so speak, the index of his party, or in other words, he is 
the chosen leader of a great constitutional movement, and is bound to 
serve in that cause so long as his skill and ability is requiredtl ‘ 

As a public man he must be prepared to satisfy his friends--if such 

a proposal was ever made-- as to the grounds of his refusal to accept 
it. It was not for his own pleasure that he was placed by the country 
in the high position which he occupied; and it was due to his country 
that hewshould, use ait stoves advantage.115 He (Mr. Baldwin) was not 

a little astonished that the hon. Attorney General West should speak 

of discussing such a subject as a re-construction of the ministry, over 
a bottle of ‘wine. 
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MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER. — I did not admit that such had occurred .117 


MR. BALDWIN: The learned gent. made a laughing allusion to it as 
a possible case; had such a course been suggested by the hon. member 
for Carlton (sic), or by the predecessor of the hon. Insp'r Gen'l in 
Huron, it would not be surprising for they had admitted having ori- 
ginated an address to the late Lord Metcalfe in precisely that way, 
but that the hon. and learned member for London should even suppose a 
case in which he should follow such an example was really a little too 
much; he (Mr. B.) knew that the Hon. Attorney General West was fond 
of a bottle of wine, and perhaps he (Mr. B.) himself would have no 
objection now and then to crack one, but he certainly would not think 
of making such the occasion of debating the grave question of a change 
in the government of a country. The hon. member concluded by reiter- 
ating that it was clearly the duty of the house to search into the 
grounds of the proposition spoken of, it was necessary to know upon 
whom the responsibility of making it rested, and who, if any, was to 
be blamed for rejecting it; nothing could be more unsatisfactory than 
the conduct of members in refusing explanation on the present occasion 
nor could any course be more calculated to shake the confidence of 
their own supporters and of the country .118 


M. CHAUVEAU dit que la motion devant la chambre a mis quelques 
membres de la gauche ... dans une position embarrassante; les uns ont 
gardé le silence, les autres paraissent ignorer entiérement les choses 
dans lesquelles on les implique particuliérement. 9 ((He)) conceived 
that the people of the country were entitled to be informed, as to 
whether or not any such negotiations as those now mentioned had taken 
place. However, the silence of the Ministry as to the real question 
could not be misunderstood. (Ce)) silence ... @quivaut a une réponse 
affirmative, il est trop facile de dire, non, lorsqu'on le peut, pour 
ne pas voir que les membres du cabinet se hateraient de prononcer ce 
mot, s'ils ne craignaient pas de blesser la vérité.2l tf rumor had 
reported the facts differently from the exact truth, it was neverthe- 
less quite clear that something had occurred very much like the re- 
ports. He conceived that the information sought for was necessary 
not only for the people at large, but for the parties into which the 
House was divided, especially, as it appeared to him, for the suppor- 
ters of the Administration.122 Les conservatifs ont tout autant d'in- 
térét que les réformistes 4 connaftre les faits dont il s'agit. I1 
s'attend que les membres du Haut-Canada insisteront a demander une ex- 
plication. S'ils ne le font pas, il le fera, lui, au nom de ses con- 
stituans.123 Ye thought that if there were any persons in the House 
to whom these overtures had been made, they owed it to themselves and 
their party to endeavor to obtain permission to make the affair public. 
He went farther. He said that if anything had transpired from third 
parties which had caused the characters of these persons to be at- 
tacked, they had the full right--even in the absence of permission--to 
make the proper explanations. If they did not do so, he conceived 
that they would forfeit the confidence of the country .124 Il demande 
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que si quelque membre posséde des documens relatifs a l'affaire dont 
il s'agit, il soit tenu de les mettre au jour.125 


MR. HALE supported Ministers in the stand they had taken. The House 
had given more attention to this ridiculous motion than it deserved. 
It would be best suited to its consequence for Messrs. Cameron and 
Cauchon, the mover and seconder of the motion, to take up an address 
themselves in a hired cab to the Administrator of the Government, and 
he (Mr H.) had no doubt they would get the answer they en eer ad ce 
((He)) could not attach such importance to this motion, as the hon. 
member for the Fourth Riding of York does. He ought to have a fellow 
feeling with the members of the Ministry, when he remembersl2/ the time 
when he had resigned, and his resignation wasl28tendered and129 not 
accepted, and when he sat on the opposition benches. He should remem- 
ber that at that time no questions were put 30 to him about the numer- 
ous rumours that were afloat then; no question was put until his resig- 
nation was accepted131, and he himself announced it to the house.132 
The present rumour was based upon a mere newspaper report.... Is he 
((Mr. Hale)) to take that as the basis for making such an enquiry as 
this, especially when!33 ((Mr. Cameron)) might himself have inserted 
((the paragraph)) about ministerial changes, when he came down to the 
House and found the Government supported by! 34 ministers ... so unani- 
mous amongst themselves, and enjoying the unanimous support of 135 a 
stout body of allies!36 ((on)) his ((Mr. Hale's)) side of the Housel37 , 
who were still prepared to support them; they possessed the confidence 
of the Government, and what more could be required?138 Had this mo- 
tion the public good for its object, or was it not rather suggested 
by party feeling, and a desire to manage the Ministry? Was the House 
to be delayed with such measures, which could have no public end, un- 
less it were the embarrassment of the men who were supported by that 
side of the House? The motion was made ... for no good purpose. 140 
The hon. member for Terrebonne had asked, suppose a member of the 
government had, in all sincerity, made a proposition to a member of 
the opposition, and had in the course of conversation, discovered his 
views and Feelings, would it be fitting or proper that he should go 
further? Suppose that any member of this House should discover the 
ministry entering into negociations (sic) with any of the members of 
the opposition, would he be bound to make any enquiries regarding it 
in the House might he not keep it to himself, if he thought it was 
done in sincerity! 29 Now, his (Mr. Hale's) answer to that question 
would be this!43; it was no use to go into further inquiries; suppose 
that the correspondence had taken place and they had really entered 
into negociation (sic), I say that we should wait till once it was 
announced by the Ministry 4, in such a case it would be legitimate to 
suppose that the party making the proposition was stopped because he 
found the principles of the party to whom they were made diametrically 
opposed to those upon which he wished to conduct the government. If 
such a proposition, however, had been made, it was only in accordance 
with the uniform policy of the ministerial side of the house, whol45 


180 


do not want a party governmentl46 ((and)) had never desired anything 
better than_to have the gentlemen of the opposition come over to as- 
sist them! ((in forming)) an able ministry for the good government 
of the Province. 


MR. ARMSTRONG - I do not Mr. Speaker, rise very often in this House, 
but I have a few words to say on this subject.149 ((He)) supported 
the motion, and for this reasonl50; ((he)) thought it very natural 
that hon. gentlemen from Upper Canada, who had no objection to the 
views of Lower Canadian members of French origin, should have attempted 
to form a union which would possess the confidence of the entire coun- 
try. There was nothing strange in those gentlemen coming forward and 
saying, we do not wish to coerce you into our views - is there not some 
method by which unanimity may be produced ?151 If any member on this 
side of the House has received overtures from the Administration or 
any influential member thereof which might lead to the introduction 
into the Ministry of men whose principles would represent the feelings 
of the inhabitants of Lower Canada, it ought to be known, because we 
at present are not represented in the Councils of the Provincet>2 and 
he thought that it was due to. the country on the one hand, that it 
should know whether any attempt had been made to give the population 
of that part of the province a fair share in the business of the Gov- 
ernmentl53 and, therefore we should have an opportunity of deciding 
whether those overtures were of such a nature as should have been en- 
tertained. The votes taken on every division show that we are dis- 
trustful of every measure brought up by men who misrepresent us, and 
therefore the hon. member for Cornwall might well say that we cling 
together because united we stand and divided we fall. Yes, Mr. Speaker, 
I say it and the House knows it that we have no confidence in those 
gentlemen opposite who are said to represent Lower Canada in the Exe- 
cutive Government ,» and it was for that reason that he found no 
fault with the persons - if any there were - who had made such a pro- 
position as that which they were now discussing.155 I can well under- 
stand that feeling, that generous philanthropy found generally in 
man, should at last prompt some one member from Upper Canada to at- 
tempt to do some justice to us Lower Canadians and therefore it is, 
that I want to know upon what principles he proposed doing so. Why 
stifle an enquiry into the matter?156 ((it)) was but just to members 
of the House to whom these overtures were said to have been made, to 
have the matter so explained that they might be relieved from the 
heavy responsibility of having - from motives of pride, or from any 
other motives —- refused an arrangement that was so much to be desired 157 
For his part, he said that the man who ... should refuse such an offer, 
would incur a very heavy responsibility ... ((and)) should come for- 
ward and show that he had some legitimate reason for declining to ac- 
cept it. Something had been said about ((the)) loyaltyl58 of Lower 
Canada, a great hue and cry has been raised about our Loyaltyt>9, and 
there was a oe deal to be said on that subject with respect to the 
militia laws 60, but sir, if the truth must be told in this House I 
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dare to tell it!6l, Let troubles occur on the frontier, and it would 
be seen that!62 the men placed as leaders, as the captains of Lower 
Canada, under the advice I must suppose, of those men who represent 

the affairs of Lower Canada, would be the first to be shot. Loyalty, 
true Loyalty is not blind andl63 it was of some consequence that the 
people should have confidence in their leaders,164 and that should com- 
mence in this House, 165 and that the leaders ... should have some con- 
fidence in the government!66, otherwise things will go on worse and 
worse. 


MR. CAMERON said, that he desired to say something in defence of 
his reason for introducing this motion,168 ((He)) had remarked at 
the commencement, that he took the course of proposing this motion, 
because no answer had been given to the question which he had asked 
in debate on a preceding occasion.!69 Therefore he ((had)) found 
himself called upon to oppose the address to His Excellency.1/9 He 
had been asked to produce precedents for the course he proposed, andl/1 
he had searched, and found several precedents which are in point, and 
in which demands of the kind were met by a gracious answer.172 He 
should without entering further into the examples cited by the hon. 
member for the Fourth Riding, only refer to one case in the British 
Parliament. (Here the honorable member quoted a question put to the 
Administration, as to the reason of the Duke of Wellington's frequent 
attendance at Cabinet Councils, at a time when he was not in the Min- 
istry) .173 The Hon. Atty. Gen. West did not deny the rumor on which 
he (Mr. C.) had based his motion; but, 174 had denied his (Mr. Camer- 
on's) right to put this motion, on the ground of a supposition of his 
own. The honorable gentleman had presumed that the communications, 
of which copies were applied for, must necessarily be official com- 
munications; but this was not the fact, on the contrary, the words 
of the motion expressly referred to unofficial overtures. The hon. 
Attorney General had also found fault with his reference to a news- 
paper paragraphl/5, He said he believed that an unfounded rumour 
might be got into the Montreal papers by the Ministry here; but could 
it be believed that a rumour like the following could be got into 
the London Times, unless it had been founded on fact, viz.: That 
Sir Robert Peel had written to Mr. Macaulay to this effect, that he 
wished him to communicate with Lord John Russel1176 ((and)) certain 
members of Parliament who usually voted in opposition--l/7/ in reference 
to their taking a seat in the Council, as Sir James Graham and Lord 
Stanley were getting too old and unfit for the business of the countryl/78 
and ... it was of little or no consequence as to what was done with 
the existing law officers.1/9 (Cheers and laughter.) Would the Hon. 
Attorney General venture to say that such a rumour could be got into 
the London papers, unless it was founded on fact, or there was some 
real reason for the rumour? In the present case the rumours had ap- 
peared in a Conservative Journal, those rumours had not been denied. 
The Solicitor General (Mr. Sherwood) had admitted that he believed 
that some correspondence had taken place although he knew nothing of 
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it.180 That was the nature of the rumors which he heard, and it was 
well that conviction of their truth had come to the minds of some mem- 
bers of the Government--it was to be hoped they would come too, to 
some other members, and if they did so, then his object would be ac- 
complished. He hoped, however, that even yet, the question would be 
answered by the ministry, and if it were not, he trusted that some 
member of the opposition would answer it for them.181 This House 

had a right to know the particulars and hon. members would not dis- 
charge their duty to the country unless they insisted on having the 
correspondence.182 


COL. PRINCE said, he had a notice conveyed to him that he would 
be required in his place, on account of a motion his Hon. friend from 
Lanark had introduced.183 ((He)) considered the motion altogether out 
of order - as an unusual proceeding even where actual correspondence 
had taken place; but when founded on a mere rumour in a solitary news- 
paper, it was unprecedented. 184 He thought that a motion more indica- 
tive of the ignorance of its author was never made in that House. The 
hon. Solicitor General (West) had well described it as impertinent, and 
he (Col. Prince) would add, that it wasl85 bold186 ((and)) equally ig- 
norant.1 Are we to call upon the Government to explain conversations 
which have taken place out of the House? It is quite an unconstitu- 
tional mode of procedure. The motion of the hon. member for Lanark 
shows the most consummate ignorance of constitutional law. The Lower 
Canada members are thoroughly and fully represented in the Government. 
It is perfectly absurd to say that they are not. He (Col. P.) main- 
tained that the motion is quite unconstitutional. As well might an 
address to the Queen be proposed in the House of Commons relative to 
the oppointment of ladies of the bed chamber.188 The whole foundation 
of the motion was rumour and was this House on mere report to pass an 
address demanding a correspondence which probably does not exist. 
He remembered the time when certain overtures were made to Mr. Girouard 
on the recommendation of the hon. member for Terrebonnel90 by the 
deified Sir Charles Bagot191 when, as report said, that gentleman was 
to be placed at the head of Government. From all he had heard, Mr. 
Girouard was a very able, clever man, and he was also, it appeared, 
too prudent —- as the hon. member for Terrebonne was about the same 
time - to undertake the chargel92, for he declined the offer. It was 
quite possible that the hon. learned member for Terrebonne had also 
refused.193 Was ever such a thing heard of as a question being asked 
of Government, relative to the negociation (sic) which had taken 
place with him.194 The present motion was brought forward to embar- 
rass the Government; the hon. member had discovered a mare's nest and 
had occupied the Housel95 that night for three hours at an expense of 
about £50 on the most absurd question that was ever thought of up in 
the lumber country about Lanark.196 


MR. AYLWIN. - The hon. member from Essex has shewn himself as ig- 
norant as he has characterised the hon. member for Lanark. If he had 
referred to the 56th page of the journals of the 2nd Parliament of 
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Canada he would have found a letter from His Excellency, the late la- 
mented Sir Charles Bagot.19/7 Mr. Aylwin read an extract from the jour- 
nals, to show that, instead of no question having been asked, with 
reference to the negotiation which took place with Mr. Girouard, a 
question of that kind was asked by the hon. gentleman, now the member 
for Montreal. He, therefore, considered that the House had precedent, 
and warrants for the course proposed by the hon. member for Lanark. 
For his own part, however, he should decline to give any vote on the 
question on account of the peculiar position in which he stood with 
regard to it. If he gave his vote one way, he might lay himself open 
to an accusation of one kind, and if he gave it the other, he might 
lay himself open to an accusation of another kind, and he should 
therefore refrain from voting at al1.198 ((He)) hoped that the House 
would excuse him from votingl99, The hon. member left the House im- 
mediately he had concluded his remarks. 290 


MR. MORIN said that he differed from the hon. gentleman who had 
just spoken; he (Mr. Morin) was not afraid to give his vote on the 
question 1 for the people had, for two years and a half been treated 
as if there was no country at all. As if a Ministry, who were supported 
by a majority of the House, but opposed by the majority of the people, 
were the only persons who had any feelings. As if those only were to 
be regarded who professed confidence in the Government. He confessed 
that he was not one of those who thought that this state of things 
ought to--or could continue in this country. He believed it could not 
be tolerated, that a government should exist much longer which had 
followed with slanders and reproach all who differed from it. Who 
had--in the answers to addresses from the people put into the mouth 
of the Governor-General--by means of the public press, and in every 
other way--vilified those who had preceded them. He was not afraid 
of hearing whatever came from the other side of the House, and he 
must say that292 had such a motion as this been made in England, and 
met as it had been, it would have been the supporters of the Govern- 
ment, and not the opposition, who would have insisted on the informa- 
tion being given, and203 ((there)) he believed, the supporters of 
the Administration would unite with the opposition to force this ad- 
dress through the House. He believed, that in England an Administra- 
tion which would shun to give these explanations could not stand one 
moment in the eyes of the country. It was not to supposed that the 
Government was to trifle with the representatives of the people--whe- 
ther in the majority or minority. If there had been any such thing 
as the rumors indicated—-294 ((and)) it had been admitted by the Soli- 
citor General West, that there was a AO ae with respect to 
a change of ministry295 (cries of no, no.) =< 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD had admitted nothing. It was_impossible 
for him to admit a thing of which he had no knowledge. 


MR. MORIN thought that was no great consequence. 208 The hon. 
gentleman had admitted that he believed that a correspondence had 
taken place. If such were the case, the house and the people of 
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Canada were interested in the subject, and were entitled to be made 
acquainted with it.299 The point to which he desired to come was this, 
that if such a thing had happened it could only be held to be of a 
private nature, in case all the conditions which could give it that 
character had been scrupulously attended to. He thought that in Eng- 


land the man who stood in the position which the hon. member for Terre- 


bonne was understood to hold would be obliged to give the fullest ex- 
planations. 7210 


MR. DRUMMOND did not at first intend to take part in the debate, 
but from what had been said conviction had gradually forced itself 
upon his mind that21l something had taken place in which the country 
was deeply interested, 212 something had actually occurred in the way 
of negotiating a change in the present Ministry - and he could not, 
therefore,213 as the representative of an important part of the coun- 
cry, give a silent vote215 ((but)) asked for an explanation 
According to his (Mr. Drummond's) view of Constitutional Government, 
no Minister had a right to make such proposals as those referred to 
wholly of himself, - he must either have the direct sanction of the 
head of the Government, or must be impressed with the conviction that 
such approval beta tee (Cor) )c hess qgqmust! ...cadmit 4..i0 thatyhecwas 
acting upon his personal belief that the Government could not be car- 
ried on successfully by himself and his colleagues. Now was it con- 
tended that the country was not justified in desiring to know whether 
the Administrator of the Government was not convinced that those who 
were assisting him did not possess the confidence of the country, 
or of one another?218 Why then should Ministers claim the protection 
of secresy (sic)? Common sense would show that if there was a sup- 
position that a change in the present Ministry was contemplated the 
country had an interest in enquiring. The quasi admission made by 
the hon. Sol. General West, and the coyness of the hon. Attorney Gen- 
eral West in answering, or rather the skill he evinced in evading 
the question, was to him (Mr. D.) sufficient proof that the view had 
been entertained of reconstructing the present Ministry. (Hear, hear.) 
But it had been said by hon. members opposite that there could be no 
object in putting the present question. He did not like to op- 
pose anything which came from Upper Canada, because he believed that 
part of Province was fairly represented. y 


Cries of hear, hear, from the Ministerial benches. 221 


MR. DRUMMOND said, it was to be assumed, that that part of the 
country was represented fairly; but when he was asked by an Upper 
Canadian member what interest the House had in getting those explana- 
tions, he must rely (sic) that he thought that it had a great inter- 
est, and that none had a greater, than those honorable gentlemen who 
sat on the other side of the House.222 He would ask them had they 
no interest in a strong Government - (hear, hear) - and was the Se 
sent Government strong? Has it the confidence of Lower Canada. 223 
When the honorable member for Essex asserted that the Lower Canadians 
were represented, he supposed that the honorable member referred to 
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the House, for as to the Government representing them in any way, it 
was only necessary to look at the divisions, to prove the contrary. 
The Ministry had six member from Lower Canada to support them while 
there were no less than thirty who regularly opposed them.224 Such 
is the influence of that portion of the ministry belonging to Lower 
Canada, - those gentlemen who required the unheard of time of 12 
months to secure their seats.229 He said that was an additional rea- 
son in favor of this motion--he said that Lower Canada being unrepre- 
sented, it had a right to know whether any endeavors had been made 

to meet the views of the large and respectable minority which was 
sent to Parllament (sic) by that section of the Province.226 He (Mr. 
D.) thought the House was highly interested in ascertaining whether 
any negociations (sic) had taken place; the fact must be revealed22/7, 
let the House hear no more of secresy (sic). Secresy (sic) was the 
safeguard of despotic Government, but it was publicity alone which 
could maintain a free228 constitutional??? Government.239 I£ mem- 
bers of the Government shrink from disclosure, he (Mr. D.) hoped 

that the hon. and learned member of the opposition who was supposed 
to be a party to the proceedings in question, would not remain silent; 
that hon. gentleman owed it to his party, he owed it to the House, 
and he owed it to his own high and dignified character, - that char- 
acter for which he was selected as the proper person to treat with, - 
to prove that his conduct in the affair was worthy of his position. - 
He (Mr. D.) would ask one more question. Were the members of the 
administration belonging to Lower Canada not interested in enquiring 
how far they were confided in by their colleagues? He would leave 
that to be answered by themselves. 231 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY desired to ask one question of the hon. mem- 
ber for Saguenay. The hon. member, he thought, had said that he had 
gained from the remarks of some of the Ministry that night, that there 
was something like division among them?232 


MR. MORIN said, not from the Ministry, but from the hon. Soli- 
citor General (West. ) 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY would fearlessly assert, on the contrary234, 
((that)) the hon. gentleman opposite may rest satisfied?35 that Min- 
isters had the most entire confidence in one ano ther236 , that so far 
from there being any division in the cabinet, there was perfect un- 
animity. ... All the rumours 237 ((and)) the insinuations that had 
been thrown out, therefore, about throwing people overboard » about 
underminings, secret negotiations and divisions, were weak inventions 
of the remes. ((and)) had no effect whatever upon them. 240 


MR. SMITH of Frontenac said that the hon. member for Berthier had 
stated that the people of Lower Canada were not represented in the 
ministry,24! the h b had onl look on his righ 

ee e hon. member ... had only to look on his right to see 
the cause of Lower Canada being unrepresented . 242 He (Mr. spath) 
thought that they could only blame themselves for this, for? 3 the 
Lower Canadians had identified themselves with a small minority from 
Upper Canada2*4, Il a dit: "Vous vous plaignez que le Bas-Canada 
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est sacrifié a une minorité, c'est votre faute; pourquoi ne vous 
joignez-vous 4 la majorité haut-canadienne, plutét que de vous ob- 
stiner 4 nous imposer M. Baldwin qui n'a pas la confiance du Haut- 
Canada,.'24> When he complained that the majority from Lower Canada 
were ridden over, he should recollect that at Kingston246 the late 
ministry had24/7 force((d)) unpalatable measures on the country248, By 
the aid of their majority from Lower Canada249 ((and)) with a minority 
of Upper Canadians, ((they)) carried measures of the most obnoxious 
description, against the wishes of the majority of the Upper Canada 
members, 1 among which was the Assessment Bill. He was not the man 
to desert his party, and, he said now, as the members from Lower 
Canada have made so bad a selection as to unite with the hon. member 
from the Fourth Riding of York, 293 and the three or four more who 
supported him, they must take the consequence of their conduct. 

They now reaped the consequence of their conduct at Kingston. 


MR. ARMSTRONG in explanation said, that he did not refer to men, 
but only to principles? 6, ((whereas)) the hon. member's remarks ap- 
plied rather to men than to measures. Of course he had his own opin- 
ions, but the question was not whether he followed Mr. Baldwin or Mr. 
Anyone-else; the question was whether an attempt had been made to carry 
out a plan which would admit Lower Canada to the Councils of the coun- 
try. If it had then, he repeated, that the person by whose means it 
had failed, would incur a fearful responsibility. 2°/ He persisted in 
his assertion that Lower Canada was not properly represented in the 
ministry. 


MR. CAUCHON addressed the House in French, and demanded in strong 
terms the fullest information from any leader of the opposition who 
might have had any negotiation with the Government. 


MR. LAFONTAINE - As the leader of the administration, had neither 
admitted nor denied the existence of a correspondence of the nature 
alluded to, and as it was proposed to the House to proceed by an ad- 
dress to the Governor General, he (Mr. L.) if he were the member al- 
luded to by the hon. member for Lanark, could not anticipate the ans- 
wer to the Address, and following the example of the Attorney General, 
he had nothing to affirm or deny. He (Mr. LaFontaine) however would 
assure his friends that when put on his personal defence his conduct 
would be found in accordance with those principles of duty and honour 
by which it had hitherto been and always would be regulated, as well 
towards his political opponents as his friends. 


(34) 
Li hao having been put upon the satd motion, a divtstion 


ensued, and the names being called for, they were taken down as 
followeth:-- 


YEAS. 


Armstrong, Baldwin, Berthelot, Bouttliter, Cameron, Cauchon, 


Chabot, Chauveau, Desaunter, DeWitt, Drummond, Franchére, Guillet, 
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Hall, Lacoste, LaFontatne, Lantter, Laterrtére, Laurin, LeMoine, Les- 


lie, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, Méthot, Morin Nelson, Price, Roblin, 


Rousseau, Scott, Smtth of WENTWORTH, Taché, and Watts.--(32.) 





NAYS. 


Boulton, Brooks, Cayley, Chalmers, Christie, Colville, Cummings, 
Daly, Attorney General Draper, Duggan, Ermatinger, Foster, Gowan, Hale, 
Jessup, Johnston, Macdonald of CORNWALL, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Mac- 
donell of DUNDAS, M'Connell, Meyers, Monro, Papineau, Petrie, Prince, 
Robinson, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Soltettor General Sherwood, 
Smith of FRONTENAC, Attorney General Smtth, Stewart of BYTOWN, Stewart 
of PRESCOTT, Soltettor General Taschereau, Viger, Webster, Williams, 
and Woods.--(38.) 


So tt passed tn the negative. 





Registry Bill Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Solicitor General 
CS Sherwood have leave to bring tn a Btll to con- 


soltdate and amend the Registry Laws of Upper 
Canada. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, 2©2 


MR. BALDWIN, asked if this bill was in the same state, as it was, 
when it passed the House last session?263 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD said, that it was, except that it provided 
for the enregistration of all deeds at full length, and not by mem- 
orial26 , and was intended to operate in connection with the Hon. At- 
torney General's Bill, for simplifying the conveyance of real estate. 
He was not, however, obstinately wedded to this system, and should a 
majority of that House be in favour of registration by memorial, he 
was prepared to waive the point. 265 If it was the wish of the House, 
this question could be discussed when they came to consider the de- 
tails. 


MR. BALDWIN said, he had strong objections to enregistering Deeds 
at full length. It is spreading out an individual's title, to the 
gaze of the whole world, and thus unprincipled speculators, who are 
very numerous in Upper Canada, had an opportunity of taking advantage, 
of unfortunate individuals.? 7 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER. - There might easily be a difference of opin- 
ion on this question, but he (Mr.D.) was in favour of registering at 
full length. Society was more benefited by this mode, than by any 
others, as it makes a full disclosure of all encumbrances on real 
property. 


(34) 
and the same was recetved and read for the first ttme, and ordered 
to be read a second time on Tuesday next. 


Address for Resolved, That an humble Address be presented 
more frequent to Her Majesty; praying that she wtll be 
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mails from pleased to cause such measures to be adopted 
England. as wtll ensure to Her Majesty's subjects in 


North American Colonies a more frequent trans- 
misston of the Mails during the winter months by means of the Royal 
Mail Steamers, than ts at present afforded. 


Resolved, That a Select Commtttee. composed of Mr. Robinson, Mr. Web- 
ster, and Mr. Christie, be appointed to draw up and report the 
draught of an Address to Her Majesty pursuant to the foregoing 
Resolution. 


On motion of the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, seconded by Mr. Christie, 


Post-of fice re- Resolved, That the Copy of the Report of the Com- 
port referred to misstoners appointed by the Impertal Govern- 
Committee of ment to tnqutre tnto the affatrs of the Post 
nine. Office tn Brtttsh North America, transmitted 


to thts House yesterday by Message from His 
Excellency, the Admintstrator of the Government, be referred to a 
Select Committee of nine Members, to report thereon with all conven- 
tent speed by Bill or otherwise; with power to send for persons, papers, 
and records. 


On motion of Mr. Stewart of Bytown, seconded by Mr. Macdonald Ng 
Kingston, 


Address for Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
correspondence Hts Excellency, the Admintstrator of the 
relating to Government, praying that Hts Excellency wtll 
Vesting Act. be pleased to cause to be latd before thts 


House any informatton he may have, or cor- 
respondence whteh may have taken place between the Provinetal Govern- 
ment, the Colontal Secretary, the Master General of the Honourable 
the Board of Ordnance, or the respective Officers of the Ordnance tn 
thts Province, tn reference to a Bill passed in the last Session of 
Parltament, and reserved for Her Majesty's pleasure thereon, intituled 
"An Aet to explatn and amend part of an Act passed in the seventh 
year of Her Majesty's retgn, tntttuled 'An Act for vesting tn the 
prinetpal Of fteers of Her Majesty's Ordnance the Estates and property 
therein descrtbed, for granting certatn powers to the satd Officer,' 
and for other purposes theretn mentioned." 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency, the 
Administrator of the Government, by such Members of this House, 
as are of the Honourable the Executtve Counectl of this Provinee. 


Authentic Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Viger have 
Actes Bill. leave to bring in a Bill for better regulat- 


tng the Formalittes of Authentte Actes passed 
before Notartes. 


He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same 
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was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Tuesday the seventh of April next. 


MR. ROBINSON2®9 moved for an address to His Excellency the Admin- 
istrator of the Government, praying for certain information regarding 
the expenditure of the £30,000 granted by 4 Vic. cap. 26, for making 
and improving the Great Northern or Cold Water Road. The money had 
been granted in 1841, and as yet little or nothing had been done. The 
road was a very important one. A great deal had been expended in sur- 
veys, but as yet extremely little work had been done upon it.2/70 


MR. BALDWIN said, that he would heartily support the motion of 
the hon. member for Simcoe. He had himself, during the course of last 
summer, had occasion to call the attention of the Government and the 
Board of Works to the subject of the road last referred to by the hon. 
member, as well on behalf of parties desirous of having it run along 
one line as those desirous of the application of the money to another. 
He was aware that in matters of this kind it was not possible to meet 
fully the views of all parties whose local interests might seem to be 
affected, but it was on all accounts important that the decision when 
arrived at should be felt to have proceeded solely upon the merits 
of the question itself. He had not yet learned what steps had been 
taken upon the subject by the Government or the Board of Works, but 
he trusted they would be prepared to give a satisfactory account of 
the matter at an early day. He had received an intimation that peti- 
tions would be transmitted to him on the subject, and he would say 
that nothing could be more important to a very large and valuable 
section of the country than the road in question, and it was therefore 
most desirable that the most judicious line should be selected. With 
respect to Mr. Lyons, who had made the survey, he knew nothing; he 
did not know him even by sight. It had been his duty to call the at- 
tention ((of)) the Board of Works to the objections made to that gen- 
tleman's report, as well as to the grounds upon which it was, by an- 
other portion of the inhabitants, deemed a proper one; and he was 
desirous of knowing how the subject had been dealt with, as much anx- 
iety, he knew, existed respecting it. 


(34) 
On motion of the Honourable Mr. Robinson, seconded by Mr. Lantter, 


Address relating Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
to the Expen- Hts Excellency, the Administrator of the Gov- 
diture on Huron ernment, praying His Excellency to tnform this 
Road_from House respecting the expenditure of the thirty 
Toronto. thousand pounds, granted by the 4th and 5th 


Victorta, chap. 28, "for improving the matn 
Northern road from Lake Ontarto at Toronto to Lake Huron." 


lst. The amount expended by the Board of Works under Mr. Hawkins, 
for exploring and surveying the road from Bradford to Barrie, 
and for simtlar expenses on the road from Bradford to Barrte via 


Bond Head and the Essa Ltne. 
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2d. The anount patd for stmilar expenses to the above, on the 
Penetangutshine road, from Barrie to Penetanguishine. 

3d. The amount expended tn improving the Cold Water Road from the 
Village of the Narrows to Cold Water;--under the superinten- 
dence of Mr. Hawkins, distingutshing the anount expended for 
labour done on the Road, by contract or otherwise, from that 
paid for Salartes of Engineers, Overseers, Paymasters, and 
other Asststants. 

4th. The amount expended in extending the Road from Cold Water to 
Sturgeon Bay, on Lake Huron, under Mr. Hawkins, shewtng the 
amount patd for labour, and that for Superintendents, separately, 
as tn the last, and also by what authority this extenston of 
the Road was ordered. 

5th. The amount expended in butlding and repatring the Bridge 
over the Narrows of Lake Stmecoe, and making the Road from tt 
to the Village of the Narrows, and also stating by what autho- 
rity that expenditure took place. 

6th. The amount expended tn Exploring, Surveying, and Estimating 
for Work, on the Whitby and Lake Simcoe Road, by Mr. Lyons, 
during the past year, preparatory to expending the sum of 
two thousand pounds, granted during the last Sesston, for 
continuing the improvement of that Road. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency, the 
Administrator of the Government, by such Members of thts House 
as are of the Honourable the Executtve Counctl of this Provtnee. 


Committee on The Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper 
Railway Bills moved, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Cayley, 
appotnted. That a Select Committee of nine Members, com- 


posed of the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, Mr. Robinson, 
the Honourable Mr. Solicttor General Sherwood, Mr. Lantter, Mr. 
Cameron, Mr. Prince, Mr. Brooks, Mr. Taché, and Mr. Merritt, be ap- 
potnted to constder what general provtstons ought to be introduced 
tnto such Ratlway Bills as may come before the House during the pre- 
sent or future Sessions, for the advantage of the Publte, and the 
establtshment of a sound Ratlway system; and likewise to constder 
what standing orders the House should adopt tn relation to Railway 
Bills, wtth power to constder of any arrangements advantageous to the 
Publte wtth regard to existing Ratlway Companies generally, to whtch, 
tn the opinion of the Committee, the Legtslature might justly give 
tts sanction. 

Mr. Cameron moved in amendment, seconded by Mr. Prince, That the 
word "nine" tn the satd motion be struck out, and the word "eleven" 
substituted; and that the names of the Honourable Mr. Moffatt and 
the Honourable Mr. Mortn be added to the satd Committee. 

The question having been put upon the motton of amendment, tt was 
agreed to unantmously. 

The questton betng then put on the matin motion, as amended, it 
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was also agreed to, and 


Resolved, Accordingly. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER, 2/2 pursuant to notice, moved the House as a 
Committee upon the Bill to amend the Assessment Law of Upper Canada. 
The Hon. gentleman explained, that in bringing forward this measure, 
he was imposing no new tax, and presenting no novel scheme. He said 
that great, and he thought well founded, objections prevailed to the 
system on which property in Upper Canada was at present valued for 
the purpose of taxation. 74 The Bill had originated in long settled 
convictions of the inequality of the pressure of the old system - con- 
victions which he had published ten years ago > in an address2/6; and 
not as some hon. gentlemen opposite would endeavour to make peQpie be- 
lieve in theAssessment Bill of the late Inspector-General. 2/ At present 
all real property was valued at the same price, land in the neighbour- 
hood of rivers and lakes and in cities, was not taxed more than wild 
land, though it was worth a hundred or a thousand times as much. This 
system was becoming more and more obnoxious as the country was rapidly 
improving, and therefore a change was loudly called for.2/8 So long 
as the country was new and lands unimproved, the old system of taxa- 
tion without retortion to value was well enough; but now it was not so, 
and it became a matter of justice no less than necessity to institute 
such a system, that the burden should be levied according to the actual 
value, whether that value arose from improvement, situation, or fertil- 
Lty. o1 soil.2/9 His views on this subject, for many years past, were 
not secret to many of the members around him.... The main object of 
the bill he intended to introduce, was to substitute for the arbitrary 
and nominal value, that was at present placed upon real property 5 
the principle before suggested and approved of by Parliament of as- 
certaining by certain means the actual value282 , ((thus)) making all 
lands pay according to their real value.283 This system had been long 
pursued in England and other countries; nor was it new in the corpor- 
ate towns of Upper Canada, 284 such a system was now in force in Toron- 
to, 285 where it had been adopted and had ((been)) found to work well, 
and give general satisfaction. The subject had been before the House 
in 1841 and 1843, but had failed because it was endeavoured to fix 
the value according to situation - one range being rated higher than 
another range, or according to its proximity to roads, rivers, or 
towns. The next principle involved in the Bill, was the mode whereby 
the value of property was to be ascertained.286 He (Mr. Draper) had 
an objection to the present Township officers, who were elected by the 
people28/, He conceived that assessors should be appointed rather by 
some constituted authority;2 8 appointed officers were, in his opinion 
more efficient than elected ones. The appointment of assessors was 
placed in the hands of the District Councils who were to make assess-— 
ment districts289. In order to make the office of assessor worth the 
acceptance of qualified persons, he proposed to give the council the 
power 290 to divide their Districts into assessment divisions of one, 
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two, or more Townships, but not to divide Townships.291 A collector was 
to be appointed for each of these districts.292 The Bill included pro- 
visions for the census, militia returns, lunatics, &c. &c. There was 
yet another important consideration involved in the measure; it was the 
provision for appeal from the valuation of the Assessor; this was a 
principle well known in England293 , ((where)) an appeal was allowed 

from the valuation made for the poor tax. He proposed not to com- 
pel inhabitants to come from a distance to one place to ascertain the 
amount of their assessment, and to appeal if they thought proper; but 
the Assessors were, upon valuing a property, to leave at the house of 
the proprietor a statement of the vatuaetan22o\ to secure to every tax 
payer, a knowledge of what he is assessed at, and to prevent him from 
being obliged to refer to the Assessment rolls for this information . 
The District Councils were to appoint two Members of their own body to 
go from place to place, and in conjunction with a Justice of the Peace, 
to hear and determine cases of appeal. 29/7 This was but a general sketch 
of the measure that was about to be introduced. He (Mr. Draper) did 

not propose to subject any personal property to Assessment, which was 
now, by some law or other liable to taxation - every one acquainted with 
the subject must admit that a change in the mode of valuation, and in 
the manner of collecting the taxes was absolutely necessary.298 His 
object was not to increase taxation, but to make it more equitable, 299 


MR. SMITH of Frontenac did not rise for the purpose of opposing the 
present motion, for he admitted that there was a great necessity of 
amending the Assessment Laws. But he wished to know if the Ministry 
were going to redeem the pledge they had made of relieving the people 
of Upper Canada from the charge of maintaining the Administration of 
Justice.300 If not, he would not vote in favour of this bi112301 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said in reply to the question from the hon. mem- 
ber from Frontenac3 2) that although agreeing in the principle of taking 
off that burden, the Administration had to be guided by their means. 

When the budget of the Hon. Inspector-General came down, it would be 

found that provision was made for the removal of a portion of that 
charge?93, If he would wait till the estimates were laid on the table ... 
he would receive all necessary information on the subject .304 


(35) 
On motton of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, seconded 
by the Honourable Mr. Cayley. 


Assessment Resolved, That this House do now resolve ttself 
BELL Oa Gay) tnto a Commtttee of the whole House, to take 


tnto econstderation the propriety of amending 
the Assessment Laws in force in Upper Canada. 
The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Committee, 
Mr. Gowan took the Chatr of the Committee, 


MR. BALDWIN said -- He was happy to give his support to the general 
principles of the Attorney General's measure, which were exactly similar 


AS): 


to those of the Assessment Bil1395 which the late ministry had brought 
into the House during the last Parliament, 396 a measure which had been 
made the subject of charges against them previous to the late elections, 
and which formed part of that system of misrepresentation by all par- 
ties, from the head of the Government to the lowest understrapper. 


MR. CAMERON was surprised that his hon. and learned friend from the 
Fourth Riding of York had not noticed the important difference between 
the measure proposed by the Attorney General and that of the late Min- 
istry. He (Mr. Cameron) thought it probable that the present measure 
would be more acceptable to hon. gentlemen opposite, but he was sure 
that the people generally would not like it as well. The present mea- 
sure threw all the weight of taxation on real property - that is, on 
the farmers. Personal property - that is, the property of the lawyers, 
merchants, fund-holders, and other capitalists - was to be exempted 
from taxation. Against such a principle he, (Mr. Cameron), as the rep- 
resentative of a large agricultural population, would enter his pro- 
test; and he warned hon. gentlemen opposite not to commit such an act 
of injustice to the farmers. 


MR. BALDWIN explained that he had no reference to details when he 
expressed his approbation of the principle of this bill. He entirely 
concurred in what had fallen from his hon. friend from Lanark, and 
he only meant to approve of the general principle of taxation accord- 
ing to value. 


MR. BOULTON. - He was not surprised that hon. gentlemen opposite 
should speak with approbation of the Assessment Bill of the ex~-Minis— 
ters, but it told sadly against them at the last elections. (Hear, 
hear.) That bill proposed to tax almost every description of property; 
the goods in a man's store, the very clothes on his back, his book debts, 
promissory notes, etc. Nothing of this will be found in the bill of 
the present ministers. Another cause of dissatisfaction was that the 
bill did not apply to Lower Canada. 310 


Ironical cheers from the opposition. 311 


MR. BOULTON ((continued)) He ... could see no good reason why 
Lower Canada should not have an Assessment Law as well as Upper Canada. 
It would be very unfair that Upper Canada merchants should be taxed 
and Lower Canada ones exempted. He (Mr. B.) would support the pre- 
sent measure, the principle of which he approved, and which was divested 
of the heeGe ce eke details of that introduced by the hon. gentlemen 
opposite. 12 


MR. WILLIAMS had always been an advocate of taxing property ac- 
cording to its value. The Bill of the late Ministry was an inquisi- 
torial one, and taxed all sorts of personal property. It was one that 
ought never to have been introduced into a free country.313 He trusted 
that the Bill about to be introduced would be free from these inquisi- 
torial clauses.314 I£ there was anything in the present bill about 
the payment of the administration of justice in Upper Canada he would 
oppose it in all its stages, 315 ((He)) desired to have the provisions 
of the bill extended to Lower Canada as well as to Upper Canada, so 
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that the tax which had hitherto been charged on the Upper Province for 
the administration of justice should be equally borne by both sections. 316 


MR. JOHNSTON said a few words about "equal justice to both Prov- 
inces,'’--he CE) Saat sot any distinction being made between Upper and 
Lower Canada.? 7 


MR. HALL opposed the Bill, and would always Tere Lt “He die= 
liked taxation for local or any other purposes .2+ He had entertained 
hopes that the Ministry would have introduced a bill to relieve the 
people of Upper Canada from all the present taxes instead of one to 
impose additional ones. There was quite sufficient revenue obtained 
at the ports from the Customs to pay all the expenses of Government, 
and if more eres was obtained from the people it would be squandered 
as heretofore.3t He thought indirect taxation the most fair method, 
for then he who consumed the most, paid the most.229 He hoped that 
the members from Upper Canada would oppose the measure in all its 
stages. 32 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD, of Glengary (sic), was astonished to hear 
the sentiments just expressed by the hon. member for Peterboro: Did 
he suppose that the people could manage their local affairs without 
taxation? The surest sign of the prosperity of a people was taxation 
when laid out under the supervision of the people themselves for 
their own benefit. These taxes were not intended to defray the gen- 
eral expenditure of the Province, but for strictly local purposes. 
The hon. member must be aware that in many of the States of the Union 
railroads and canals have been constructed by means of local taxes. 
It was idle to suppose that the general revenue could be applied to 
the maintenance of our local roads and bridges and common schools. 
There must be taxes, and he (Mr. M.D.) should support any measure cal- 
culated to render the mode of assessment more equitable to the agri- 
cultural population.322 


MR. HALL explained that he was not opposed to the equalization of 
the system of Assessment, had (sic) to taxation of any kind. 


MR. ROBINSON after what he had heard from many hon. members could 
have no doubt that there were too many lawyers in the house, they had 
joined together two subjects quite distinct, the Assessment laws and 
the administration of justice; he (Mr. R.) had just received a Peti- 
tion praying for such a measure as that proposed, and which should 
have his hearty support. 224 ((He)) also argued that the bill of the 
ex-ministers was very different from the one now proposed, inasmuch 
as this house imposed no tax excepton such property as had always 
been burdened, while that levied assessments not only upon every arti- 
cle of furniture, however trifling, but also on the income of every 
class throughout the country.325 


COL. PRINCE - The question in discussion was not whether this per- 
son or that was to be taxed, it was only whether taxes were to be 
raised or not; the practice in England was to tax property according 
to its value, it was an equitable principle, and should have his cor- 
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dial support.326 

MR. PRICE. - The manner in which the hon. and learned member for 
Toronto has spoken regarding the Assessment Bill of the late Ministers 
proves clearly that he does not understand it, and also affords evi- 
dence as to the mode in which it had been used for electioneering pur- 
poses. (Hear, hear.) By that bill it was not proposed that all per- 
sonal property should be assessed; on the contrary, household furni- 
ture, farming implements, and mechanics' tools, to the extent of £250, 
were exempted from taxation. All the outcry about taxing the poor 
farmers was mere electioneering trickery (Hear, hear.) Not one farmer 
in ten would have been subjected to any personal property tax whatever 
under that bill, whereas, under the present system, and that which the 
Hon. Attorney General proposes to continue, he is taxed for his horses, 
cattle, carriages, etc. etc., although the rich capitalist pays nothing 
whatever. But the Assessment Bill imposed no new tax, as the hon. 
member knew perfectly well. It simply provided for the equalization 
of the present taxes. (Hear, hear.) It would have increased the 
taxes of those well able to pay, and diminished those of the poor and 
middling classes of the population, (Hear,) And hence the outcry made 
against it by interested parties, whose motives were now thoroughly 
appreciated by the country. (Hear, hear.) Hon. members had thought 
proper for electioneering purposes, to mix up with the Assessment Bill 
the question as to the mode of paying the expenses of the administra- 
tion of justice in Upper Canada, although the two questions were to- 
tally distant. The expenses attending the maintenance of gaols, &c. 
were provided for by the law of the land - they had been paid out of 
local funds for many years before the introduction of the Assessment 
Bill of the Ex-ministers, and had been so paid ever since. This was 
not the time to discuss the question as to whether they should be so 
paid in future. The object of the present measure was to determine 
on the best mode of assessing property; and the introduction of the 
administration of justice expenses was a maneuvre (sic) for the pur- 
pose of exciting prejudice against the Ex-ministers. The Hon. Attor- 
ney General had wisely adopted the same course that his predecessors 
had been so much abused for following, and had disconnected this sub- 
ject altogether from the Assessment Bill. He (Mr. P.) would support 
the principle of the hon. and learned gentleman's measure, but would 
not consent that the whole taxation should be thrown upon the farmers 
and that professional men and merchants should be exempted DN IMEI 


MR. ROBLIN - The present measure had nothing at all to do with 
taxes — the people must be taxed - they want to have roads, schools 
and other improvements which require an expenditure of money, and as 
long as they have the power of managing their own affairs, and raising 
just such an amount of taxes as they themselves required in their 
several localities, he (Mr. Roblin) was not afraid of over taxation. 
There was no question at present as to taxation, the question was to 
the mode of assessing property for taxation, a subject altogether 
different. He (Mr. Roblin) was well aware of the prejudices which 
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had been got up against the bill of the Ex-Ministers regarding which 
so much had been said - a feeling had been got up which induced the 
members to urge the Ministry which introduced that measure to abandon 
part of it which provided for assessing personal property. He (Mr. 
Roblin) had gone before the people in his county, and had endeavoured 
to allay the excitement by assuring them that this part of the bill 
had been abandoned. But he was told by one and all - if you take out 
the clauses assessing personal property, you will spoil the bill, you 
must make no such amendments which will prove injurious to the agri- 
cultural interests. He (Mr. Roblin) was prepared to support any mea- 
sure having for its object the equalization of the taxes. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER believed it was no secret that the principle 
of the equalization of taxation had been advocated by himself long 
before the administration of his hon. friend came into being.329 His 
opinion ... was well known at least ten years ago330, In answer to 
some observations from his own side of the house, he had to say that 
he imposed no new tax331 in Upper Canada, for the statute passed in 
1819 enforces the principle of taxation. He (Mr. D.) did not desire 
to impose new burdens upon the people, but to make those already im- 
posed more equal. The administration of Geren a in Upper Canada had 
been paid for, by the people, since 17983 2, he thought that the house 
would see at once that ... ((this)) question ... was entirely dis- 
tinct from the one then before the house. He took the opportunity, 
however, of making the observation, that his own opinion was, that 
the administration of justice ought to be paid out of the general, in- 
stead of the local, funds of the province333, He was prepared to ad- 
mit as a principle that Upper Canada should be relieved from the 
charge although it would be impossible consistently with the engage- 
ments of the Province and with justice to other portions of the pop- 
ulation to relieve the people of Upper Canada immediately from this 
burden.334 He was not prepared to make any alteration in the ancient 
system until he could propose a remedy.335 When however the Inspector 
General laid before the House his financial statement, the views of 
the administration would be known.336 


The Bill was the cause of remarks from the Opposition, on the mis- 
representation which had been made use of, in the elections, against 
the late Ministers, particularly as regarded a similar measure to the 
one before the House.3 


MR. DUGGAN denied that any misrepresentation had been made use of 
at the hustings. 338 ((He)) would read from the bill itself the pro- 
visions relating to the assessment of personal property (the hon. mem- 
ber read a clause of the act.) It was these inquisitorial provisions 
which had rendered the bill so unpopular .339 Mr. Hincks' Bill was<a 
most iniquitous measure; and it was upon a fair understanding of it, 
the Secret Societies Bill, and other measures of the late Ministry, 
after a trial of two years, the people rejected them, as unworthy of 
confidence. Mr. Hincks' Bill enabled assessors to intrude in families, 
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examine furniture, pry into drawers, inspect accounts, and levy taxes 
upon all that a man could be possessed of, even his stock, book-debts, 
and obligations. 340 He (Mr. Duggan) felt called on to deny the as- 
sertion of the hon. member for the 4th riding regarding the Ex-Minis- 
ters having been misrepresented. No, Mr. Chairman they lost public 
confidence by their measures, the Secret Societies Bill, the Assess- 
ment Bill and others of a character so objectionable that they excited 
general disgust. 341 


MR. WILLIAMS wished to say a word or two after what had fallen 
from the hon. member for Prince Edward. A strong objection to the 
bill was that all personal property, and incomes were taxed. At that 
time the Ministers who were in the receipt of enormous salaries had 
determined on the removal of the Seat of Government and were about to 
leave for Montreal where they would be exempted from taxation. (Hear, 
hear and laughter. )342 


MR. MERRITT said, that the principle of the present bill met with 
his approbation, but he thought, that the Inspector General ought to 
have brought down his budget first, and then this measure could have 
been taken up more appropriately as they would then see, whether 
Upper Canada could be relieved of the expense of supporting the admin- 
istration of justice. He (Mr. Merritt) thought that Upper Canada was 
too much taxed. The District of Niagara with a population of only 
30,000 pays £9000 of taxes. He (Mr. Merritt) was in favour of the 
principle of taxing capital whether land or other Deere ays and he 
thought that the present measure would not go far enough. 3 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD said - This bill imposes no taxes, it only 
carries out the principle that has been found to work so well in Tor- 
onto, of assessing property according to its value. It avoids the 
numerous articles that were included in the late Ministry's bill, 
which was in his opinion, an inquisitorial bill, and was, as respects 
Upper Canada, most unpopular, and would have damaged any ministry 
that would have passed it.344 


(35) 
and after some time spent therein, 
Mr. Speaker resuned the Chair, 
And Mr. Gowan reported, that the Committee had come to a Resolu- 
tion, which he was dtrected to submit to the House, whenever tt shall 
be pleased to receive the same. 





Ordered, That the Report be recetved on Monday next. 


Oxford Aecording to order, Louts Lacoste, Member for 
Election. the County of Chambly, who was absent on the 
twenty-stxth tnstant, from the Select Committees 
Members ex- ‘ é es 
a appointed to try the merits of the Petttton of 
cused for non- ines 4 c : 
onsen Be William Notman, Esquire, of Dundas, in the Gore 
ag a District, complaining of the undue Election and 
Mr. Lacoste. Return of Edward Ermatinger, Esqutre, to represent 


the County of Middlesex, tn this present Parlta- 
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ment; and of the Petition of the Honourable Franeis Ilineks, of the 
City of Montreal, complatntng of the undue Eleetton and Keturn of 
Robert Riddell, Esqutre, Sitting Member for the County of Oxford; 
attended in hts place tn thts House. 

Mr. Lacoste rose in his place, 345 


MR. LACOSTE made oath that he had been seriously indisposed at 
the opening of Parliament, but that he might have attended subsequent 
meetings of the committee had he been aware of the stringent pro- 
visions of the Upper Canada election law. 346 


(35) 
and having given sattsfactory reasons for not being present at the 
meetings of the said Select Committees, and having vertfted the same 
upon oath, 
On motion of Mr. Chauveau, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Baldwin, 


Resolved, That Mr. Lacoste having gtven satisfactory reasons for not 
being present on the twenty-sixth instant, at the meetings of the 
Select Committees for the trtal of the Contested Elections for 
the Counttes of Middlesex and Oxford, and having verified the 
same upon oath, he be now excused for such non-attendance. 


Mr. Smith, of According to Order, Henry Smith, Esquire, 
Frontenac. Member for the County of Frontenac, who was ab- 





sent on the twenty-fifth and twenty-stxth tins- 
tant, from the Select Commtttee appotnted to try the mertts of the 
Petitton of the Honourable Franets Hincks, of the Ctty of Montreal, 
complaining of the undue Electton and Return of Robert Rtddell, Es- 
quire, Sttting Member for the County of Oxford, attended in his 
place in this House. 
Mr. Smith rose in his place, 34/7 


MR. SMITH rose in his place and stated that he believed the Oxford 
Committee dissolved, and had consequently felt it his duty not to at- 
tend; he was ready to make oath to this if required ,348 


On this a conversation ensued relative to the proper mode of pro- 
ceeding in the case. 34 


MR. GOWAN at first proposed that the consideration of the excuse 
should be postponed until Monday, when the House was to decide whether 
the committee was actually dissolved or not. 399 


MR. AYLWIN objected that no statement of facts on oath as required 
by the statute had yet been made.35l ((He)) contended that the ex- 
cuse was not sufficient, and it should not be received; and talked of 
ree: the honorable gentleman to the custody of the Sergeant-at- 
Arms. 


MR. SMITH then made an affidavit before the Clerk that he believed 
the Committee dissolved. 353 


MR. AYLWIN and MR. BALDWIN contended that this was no statement of 
fact as required by the law. 354 
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MR. GOWAN moved that the excuse be accepted.355 


MR. AYLWIN then moved that the consideration of the question be 
postponed until Monday3°6, 


((A division took place,)) in which the Opposition was beaten. 39/ 


MR. AYLWIN contended that the motion was irregular; that the law 
imperatively required a statement of facts on oath. 


MR. SPEAKER, SIR A. MACNAB, considered the motion irregular, 
and read from the act to shew that there must be a statement of facts 
to justify the absence which had not yet been made; he would recommend 
the House to postpone the consideration of the excuse. 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD regretted that the Hon. Speaker had not 
announced his opinion before the motion for postponement had been re- 
jected, 360 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER read from the Journals several cases where ex- 
cuses had been admitted without any record being kept of the facts. 361 


MR. BALDWIN thought that the law was imperative, and that after the 
decision of the Speaker there must be a statement of facts to warrant 
the House in excusing the hon. member. He (Mr. B.) wished it to be 
distinctly understood that he and his hon. friends had no desire to 
punish or annoy the hon. member for Frontenac but simply to take such 
a course as was required by law and to prevent any irregularity ap- 
pearing in the Journals. 36 


MR. J. A. MACDONALD of Kingston, thought that the present diffi- 
culty had arisen from the affidavit not being correctly drawn. (Hear, 
hear.) His hon. friend from Frontenac should have stated on oath the 
fact that the Oxford Committee had sat three successive days without 
the requisite number, and that he therefore believed the Committee 
dissolved, He (Mr. McDonald) was of opinion that the Oxford Commit- 
tee was not dissolved (hear, hear) but if he entertained the same 
opinion on that subject as his hon. friend from Frontencc he should 
have felt it his duty to abstain from attending the Committee. He 


would suggest to his hon. friend to amend his affidavit. (Hear, hear.) 363 


MR. SMITH, by consent of the House, put in a new affidavit, drawn 
as suggested by Mr. M'Donald, on which his excuse was admitted , 364 


And, by mutual consent, it was resolved that none of the prior 
proceedings should appear upon the Journals. 


(35) 
and having explatned the reasons for hits not betng present at the 
meetings of the satd Select Committee, and having vertftied the same 
upon oath, 


On motton of Mr. Gowan, seconded by Mr. Sherwood of Brockville, 


Resolved, That Mr. Smith of Frontenac, having explained the reasons 
for hits not betng present on the twenty-fifth and twenty-stxth 
instant, at the meetings of the Select Committee for the trtal 
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of the Contested Election for the County of Oxford, and having vert- 
fied the same upon oath, he be now excused for such non-attendance. 


Mr. Dickson. Aecording to Order, Walter Hamilton Dickson, 
Esquire, Member for Niagara, who was absent on 
the twenty-first, twenty-third, twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, and 
twenty-stxth instant, from the Select Committees appointed to try the 
merits of the Petition of William Notman, Esq., of Dundas, in the Gore 
District, complaining of the undue Election and Return of Edward Erma- 
tinger, Esqutre, to represent the County of Middlesex, in this pre- 
sent Parliament; and of the Petitton of the Honourable Franets Hincks, 
of the City of Montreal, complatning of the undue Election and Re- 
turn of Robert Riddell, Esqutre, sttting Member for the County of 
Oxford; attended in his place tn thts House. 
Mr. Dickson rose in his place, 366 


MR. DICKSON then put in an affidavit to the effect that he left 
home in time to attend to his parliamentary duties, but that he had 
been unable, owing to the badness of the roads in the United States, 
and the irregularity of the conveyances, to reach Montreal until yes- 
terday. 367 


(35) 
and having gtven sattsfactory reasons for not betng present at the 
meetings of the satd Select Committees, and having vertfied the same 
upon oath, 
On motton of Mr. Willtams, seconded by Mr. Petrie, 


(36) 
Members ex- Resolved, That Mr. Dickson having gtven satts- 
cused for non- faetory reasons for not betng present on the 
attendance. twenty-first, twenty-third, twenty-fourth, 


twenty-fifth, and twenty-stxth tnstant, at 
the meetings of the Select Committee for the 
trial of the Contested Electton for the 
County of Middlesex, and having vertfted the same upon oath, he be 
now excused for such non-attendanee. 

On motton of Mr. Chauveau, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Baldwin, 


Mr. Dtekson. 


Resolved, That Mr. Diekson having given satisfactory reasons for not 
betng present on the twenty-first, twenty-third, twenty-fourth, 
twenty-fifth, and twenty-sixth tnstant, at the meetings of the 
Seleet Committee for the trtal of the Contested Electton for the 
County of Oxford, and having vertfied the same upon oath, he be 
now excused for such non-attendance. 


Members called Mr. Bertrand, Member for the County of Rimouskt, 
and did not having been called, according to Order, did not 
appear. appear. 


Then, on motton of the Honourable Mr. Viger, seconded by the 
Honourable Mr. Daly, 
The House adjourned unttl Monday next. 


FOOTNOTES - 27 MARCH 1846. 
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177. KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

178. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

179. KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

180. MIRROR, 2/7 March 1846. 

181. KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

182. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

163... (BLD: 

184. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

185. KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

186. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

187. KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

188. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846, sardonically 
reported this segment of the speech as: "As well might the hon. mover, 
if he were in England, enquire of Queen Victoria as to whom she was 
about to appoint the first Lord of the Bed Chamber." 

189. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

190. KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

191. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

192. KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

193. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

194. KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

195. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

196. KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

197. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

198. KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

199. MONTREAL GAZETTE. 30 March 1846. 

200. KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846, 
observed: "The honourable gentleman here rose with an appearance of 
virtous embarrassment, and left the House." 

201. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

202. KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

2035) MERROR@ 327 March eLo46r 

204. KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

205. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 
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Zia. MIRROR, 27 March! 1646. 
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216. KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 
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MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846, commented: 
"We could not help being struck with the curious anxiety shown by the 
Canadian members of the Opposition to join the Administration, and 
their anxiety to discover whether their leaders have refused office. 


The fact is, Lower Canada is tired of being in a minority; and Messrs. 


Armstrong, Drummond, and Morin did not hesitate to avow it." 
KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

ERED). 

IBID. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 31 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

IBID. 

LBD 

According to MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846, "Several members of 
the Ministerial party were in the adjoining apartments when the 
question was put." 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
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30 March 1846; BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846; and BROCKVILLE RE- 
CORDER, 9 April 1846, MIRROR, 27 March 1846, and PILOT, 31 March 
1846, in identical accounts. KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846, copied 
thes LOL, 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 27 March 1846, 
and PILOT, SiiMarch 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

iB aD: 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 27 March 1846, 
PILOT, 31 March 1846, copied by KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846, and 
BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 9 April 1846, in identical accounts; BRITISH 
COLONIST, 7 April 1846, ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 9 April 1846, and 
COBOURG STAR, 15 April 1846, in accounts identical except that the 
account in the STAR was shorter; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846; 
KINGSTON NEWS, 2 April 1846, and LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 April 1846. 
PILOT, 28 March 1846, observed that Draper's resolution pledging 
the House to amend the Assessment Laws ''gave rise to a long debate, 
which was most satisfactory to the supporters of the Assessment Bill 
of the ex-Ministers.'’ Commentaries are contained in: PILOT, 28 
March 1846, whose account was copied by BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 2 April 
1846; and LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 
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MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 
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296. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

297. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

298. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

299. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

300. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

301. BRITISH COLONIST, /*April 16846. 

302. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

303. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

304. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

305. IBID. 

306. KINGSTON NEWS, 2 April 1846. 

307. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. KINGSTON NEWS, 2 April 1846, mistakenly 
reported that Cameron "said a few words to the same effect (as Mr. 


Baldwin) ." 
308. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 
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314. KINGSTON NEWS, 2 April 1846. 
315. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

316. BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846. 
317. KINGSTON NEWS, 2 April 1846. 
318. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 
319. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

320. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 
321. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 
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325. BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846, which reported Prince to have 
agreed with these sentiments. 

326. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

327. IBID. 

328. IBID. The reporter of the KINGSTON NEWS left during Roblin 's 
speech and noted the time as "about ten o'clock." 

329.. BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846. 

330. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

331. BRITISH COLONIST, 7 Apridmisho: 

332. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

333; BRITISH COLONIST 7) April i3e4e.. 

334. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

335. BRITISH. COLONIST., f April 2346; 

336. MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

337. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

338.. LBLDe 

339. MIRROR, 27° March. 1846. 

340. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846, reported Sherwood and Williams 
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as expressing these ideas. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

LB iD. 

INS; 100)< 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 27 March 
1846, PILOT, 31 March 1846, and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 9 April 1846, 
in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 
March 1846; and MIRROR, 27 March 1846, PILOT, 31 March 1846, and 
BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 9 April 1846, in identical accounts. 
MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 

ILISIEIDy 

Bar 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 
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IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 30 March 1846. 

The following was reported by: MIRROR, 27 March 1846, PILOT, 

31 March 1846, and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 9 April 1846, in identical 
accounts. 

MIRROR, 27 March 1846. 


MONDAY, 30 MARCH 1846. 


(36) 
Petitions laid THE following Petitions were severally brought 
on the table. up, and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Colville,--The Petition of L.G. Brown, 
and other, of the County of Beauharnots; the Petition of Willtamn Bowron, 
and others, of the Townshtps of Godmanchester and Hinchinbrook, tn the 


County of Beauharnois; the Petition of EdenColWtille, Esquire, M.P.P., 
and others, of the Setgntory of Beauharnots; and the Petition of the 
Reverend R.G. Plees, and others, members of the United Church of England 
and Ireland, tn the Diocese of Quebec. 

By Mr. Woods,--The Petttton of Thomas L. Crooke, Esqutre, and others, 
tnhabttants of the Townshtps of Sarnia and Plympton. 

By Mr. Stewart of Bytown,--The Petition a Clements Bradley, and 
others, tnhabttants of the Townshtp of Gloucester, in the District of 
Dathouste. 

By Mr. Cummings,--The Petition of D.M. Dougal, and others, freeholders 
and tnhabitants of Upper Canada. 

By Mr. Leslte,--The Petttton of the Ladies of the Montreal Protes- 
tant Orphan Asylum; and the Petition of Augustin Perrault, and others, 
merchants and tradesmen of the City of Montreal, in the District of 
Montreal. 

By Mr. Webster,--The Petitton of George Brown, and others, tnhabt- 
tants of the Northern Dtvtston of Owen's Sound. 

By Mr. Merrttt,--The Petttton of the Munictpal Council of the Dis- 
trict of Niagara (relating to the Common School Act); the Petttton of 
the Munictpal Counetl of the District of Talbot; the Petition of the 
Reverend Job Deacon, and others, members of the United Church of Eng- 
land and Ireland, in the Partshes of Adolphustown and Fredericksburg, in 
the Diocese of Toronto; and the Petition of the Munietpal Counetl of the 
District of Ntagara (relating to the sale of wild lands). 

By Mr. Smith of Frontenac,--The Petition of Samuel DeVeaux, and 
others, of Niagara Falls. 

By the Honourable Mr. Aylwin,--The Petition of M. Mason, and others, 
members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, of the Township 
of Kingston, tn the Dtocese of Toronto. 

By Mr. Macdonald of Kingston,--The Petition of H.H. Whitney, and 
others, members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, tn the 
Diocese of Quebec, tn connexton with St. George's Chapel, Montreal. 

By the Honourable Mr. Baldwin,--The Petttion of Dantel Hoover and 
others, inhabitants of the Township of Walpole, in the District of 
Talbot; and the Petttion of James L. Green and others, tnhabitants of 
the Townshtp of Townsend, tn the District of Talbot. 

By the Honourable Mr. Laterriére,--The Petition of C.P. Huot, 
Esquire, and others, tnhabitants of the Partsh of Bate St. Paul, in 
the County of Saguenay; the Petition of Alexis Ottsse and others, of 
the Parish of Bate St. Paul, in the County of Saguenay; the Petitton 
of James Alexander and others, Navigators, restding in the County of 
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Saguenay; the Petttton of the Reverend L.A. Bourret and others, 
Fahabiionts of the County of Saguenay; the Petition Simeon Destrois- 
matsons, Esqutre, and others, of St. Urbain and other Parishes in the 
County of Saguenay; the Petition of the Reverend B. Honorat and others, 
restding on the River Saguenay ; and the Petition of David Gagnon and 
others, restding on the River Saguenay. 

By the Honourable Mr. Robtnson,--The Petition of the Munictpal 
Counetl of the Distrtet of Simcoe (relating to a tax on improved Lands); 
the Petition of the Munictpal Council of the District of Simcoe 
(relating to a tax on town lots); the Petition of the Muntetpal Council 
of the District of Simcoe (relating to a tax on wild lands); the Pet- 
ttton of Gerald Alley and others, tnhabitants of the Township of Oro 
the Petition of James Wickens, Prestdent of the Simcoe Agricultural — 
Soctety; and the Petition of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of 
Simcoe (relating to the Registry Office). 

By Mr. Cameron,--The Petition of John R. Gemmill, of the Town of 
Lanark, in the District of Bathurst; and the Petition of the Reverend 
A.G. Laurte and others, Ministers and Members of the Christian Untver- 
salist Association of Canada West. 

By the Honourable Mr. Da Mr. Daly,--The Petition of Joseph Louts Héon, 
tnhabitant of the Townshtp of Somerset. 

By Mr. Roblin,--The Petttton of Ebenezer Jewell, of Demorestville; 
and the Petttton of Stephen Bowerman, of the Townshtp of Hallowell, in 
the District of Prince Edward. 

By Mr. Macdonald of Cornwall,--The Petttion of Donald M'Dermid, of 
of Cornwall, formerly an Officer itn the Milttta of Glengarry. 

By Mr, Diekson,--The Petition of Lachalan Bell, and others of Upper 
Canada; the Petttton of Richard Millar and others, the President and 
Members of the Board of Poltce, of the Town of Ntagara; the Petttion of 
the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Niagara (relating to a road in 
Grantham); the Petition of the Muntctpat Council of the District of 
Niagara (relating to Town Lots); and the Petitton of the Munictpal Coun- 
Cleo; tne DLSTricr OF Niagara (relating to Temperance Houses). 

By Mr. DeWittt,--The Petttton of David Johnston and others, of the 
Township of Kilkenny, Canada East. 

By the Honourable Mr. Aylwin,--The Petition of the Honourable J.R. 
Vallieres de St. Réal, and others, Justices of Her Majesty's Courts of 
Queen's Bench in Lower Canada; the Petttton of Joseph Lemonde, of Mont- 
real; the Petttton of John ohn Sharples, Esqutre, Supervisor of Cullers, of 
TER City of Quebec; the Petition of Mrs. Marton Gibb and other Ladtes, 
Members of the Committee of Management of the the Charles Street Infant 
School, Quebee; and the Petitton of Lady E. Stuart and other Ladies, the 
Committee of the Quebec Infant School. 


(37) 
By Mr. Chabot,--The Petition of the Reverend J. B. Coté and others, 
of the Setgntortes of Metis, Pachot and Matane, in the County of Rimouski; 


and the Petition of the Mayor and Councillors of the etty of Quebec. 





























Pettttons read. Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the followtng 
Petittons were read:-- 
Of T. Spruen, of Montreal, praying to be compensated for hts services, 


aL 


as Teacher of the School betonging to the Royal Institution, at Gaspé. 

Of D.B.0. Ford and others, of the Town of Brockville, in the District 
of Johnstown; praying for the passing of an Act to authorize the Trus- 
tees of the District School, of the satd District, to hold a certain 
lot of ground in. the satd Town. 

Of the Reverend Messtre Ducharme and others, Members of the Corp- 
oration of the College of Ste. Thérése de Blainvitlle; praying for an 
atd to enable them to erect a College tn that Parish; the present 
building betng tnsuffietent for the number of Students. 

Of John Morris, Esquire, and others, of Ste. Thérése; praying for 
an atd to butld a College in that Partsh. ~ 

Of Hamnett Pinhey, Esquire, Warden of the Municipal District of 
Dathouste; praying for the passing of an Act explanatory of the Act 7th 
Viet. Cap. 11, commonly called "The Ordnance Vesting Act," with refer- 
ence to a certain case. 

Of Willtam Lough and others, tnhabitants of the County of Russell; 
praying for certain alterations in the Charter of the Untversity of 
King's College. 

Of John Lamb and others, tnhabttants of the Township of Warwtck; 
praying that the Clergy Reserve Lands may not be dtvitded amongst vartous 
Religious Denominations as pettttoned for; but that the Legislature may 
petition the Impertal Authorittes for the entire controul over those 
Lands, and apply them to the general purposes of Education. 

Of Willtam Dtxon and others, tnhabttants of the Townshtp of Warwick; 
praying that the Report of the Select Committee of the Legtslative 
Assembly of the last Sesston, to whitch were referred the Pettttons of 
the Church Soctety of the Diocese of Toronto relating to the Clergy 
Reserves, may be rejected by the House. 

Of the Reverend John Anderson and others, members of the Untted 
Church of England and Treland, in the Township of Bertie, in the Dtocese 
of Toronto; praying that measures may be adopted for vesting in the 
Church Soctety of the Dtocese of Toronto, for the benefit of the satd 
Church, such a portton of the Clergy Reserve Lands as shall correspond 
with thetr share of the tneome aristng from the same. 

Of John Lyon and others, inhabitants of the Township of Esquesing, 
in the Gore District, and of William Peacock and others, lessees and 
occupants of Clergy Reserves, in the Townshtp of Trafalgar, in the 
District of Gore; praying that the Clergy Reserve Lands may not be di- 
vtded amongst any Reltgtous Denominations, but that the same may be 
sold under the. provtstons of the Impertal Act. 

Of John Prince, Esquire, Prestdent of the Niagara and Detroit Rivers 
Railroad Company, and others, freeholders and tnhabttants of Upper 
Canada; praying that the time for completing the satd Ratlroad may be 
extended two years. 

Of John E. Mills, Esquire, Chairman of the Committee of Management 
of the Champlain and St. Lawrence Ratlroad Company; praying for certain 
amendments to the Act tnecorporating the satd Company. 

Of the Prestdent and Governors of the Montreal General Hospttal; 
praying for a grant in aid of the satd Institution. 

Of Richard E. Vidal, Commander of the Royal Navy; complatning that 
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his property ts cut up by two roads running parallel near to each other, 
and praytng that one of them may be closed up, according to a deed of 
the Surveyor of Highways, conftrmed by the Magistrates in Quarter Ses- 
BLOME, 271855. 

Of the Reverend Willtam Ritechte and others, Members of the United 
Church of England and Ireland, in the Diocese of Toronto; praytng that 
measures may be adopted for vesting tn the Church Soctety of the Diocese 
of Toronto, for the benefit of satd Church, such a portion of the Clergy 
Reserve Lands as shall corespond wtth thetr share of the tneome artsing 
from the same. 

Of L.M. Cressé, Esquire, Mayor, and others, the Counctllors of the 
Municipality of the Parish of St. Jean Baptiste de Nicolet; praying that 
the 8th Victoria, chap. 40, be amended and explained tn certain particu- 
lars. 

Of Pierre I. Trépanter and others, of the Parish of St. Stanislaus, 
tn the County of Champlatn; praying for an atd to open a Road in the 
satd Parish. 

Of Jacques Légaré and others, tnhabitants of the Parish of Ste. Foye 
and tts neighbourhood; praying that the Toll-gate between the Carouge 
and Kilmarnock Roads may be removed. 

Of Jacques Jacques Légaré and others, «inhabitants of the Parish of Ste. Foye 
and tts netghbourhood; praying for an atd to enable them to Macadamize 
the Road called "Route de l'Egitse," between the Cap Rouge and Ste. Foye 
Roads. 

Of Robert Easton Burns, Esquire, Judge of the District Court of the 
Home District; praying to be permitted to practise as a Barrister and 
Counsel tn the Courts of Equity in Upper Canada. 

Of Horatio N. Patton, Esqutre, and others, etttzens of Quebec, and 
inhabitants of the Partsh of Point Lévy; praying that the Ferry between 
the Ctty of Quebee and the Parish of Point Lévy, tn the River St. Lawrence, 
may be vested in the Corporations of the satd City and Partsh, with power 
to lease the same. 

Of James Dean, Esqutre, and others, Merchants of Quebec; praytng to 
be tneorporated as "The Quebec Forwarding Company." 

Of Willtam Rogerson and others, Manufacturers of Lumber of the Prov- 
tnee of Canada; praying that the Salary of the Supervtsor of Cullers 
may be increased. 

Of Louts Célestin Lefrangois, Registrar of the County of Montmorency; 
praytng that he may be allowed the same remuneration as other Regtstrars, 
for coptes of Documents enregistered in his office. 

Of Israel Lewis, C.M. of Montreal; praying that he may be granted a 
premtum as the Inventor of a certain Fire Screen. 

Of André Antotne Asselin, of the Parish of St. Frangots du lac St. 
Pierre, School-Master; praying that an Annual Sum be granted to him 
from the 26th November, 1832, to the 31st December, 1842, for his ser- 
viees as School-Master. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the Munctetpaltty of Ste. Anne de la 
Pocatiére, in the County of Kamouraska; praying for an atd to enable 
them to complete the Road, known as "The Government Road," leading from 
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the third Concesston of the satd Parish to the Townshtp of Ixworth. 

Of the Honourable Antotne Gaspard Coutllard; praying to be reim- 
bursed certain sums expended by him in the purchase of Registers, and 
other Books for hts offtce as Registrar for the County of L'Islet. 

Of the Municipal Counetl of the Distrtet of Niagara; praying for the 
passing of an Act, to require that the Queenston and Grimsby Macadamized 
Road, when made, be continued on the present line, through the Village 
of Jordan, tn the Township of Louth. 

Of James Hutchison and James M'Carthey, on behalf of a Publte Meet- 
ing of the inhabitants of Bayham and other Townships, in the Districts 
of London, Oxford, and_Lalbot; praying for a Grant to construct a Har- 
bour at Port Burwell, and also to make a Road leading into the tintertor, 
and that the Township of Bayham may be annexed to the District of Brock, 


(38) 
tn exchange for a part of the Townshtp of Ntssourt. 

Of Alexander M'Lean, Esqutre, and others of the town of Cornwall; 
praying to be relteved from the payment of District Rates, and that cer- 
tain amendments be made to the Act tneorporating the satd Town. 

Of A. Bochet and others, inhabitants of the County of Champlatn; 
praying that the Winter Roads Act be permanently abrogated, tn so far 
as regards the Districts of Quebec and Gaspé, and part of the District 
of Three Rivers. 








Petitions re- Ordered, That the Petition of Jacques Légaré and 
ferred: others, tnhabitants of the Partsh of Ste. Foye 
and its netghbourhood (relating to certatn 
Jacques Légaré, roads); and the Petition of Jacques Légaré 
Citak. and others, tnhabitants of the Partsh of Ste. 


Foye and tts netghbourhood (relating to a 
certain tollgate); be referred to the Select Committee to whtch was re- 
ferred the Petttton of Jean Baptiste Pagé and others, tnhabitants of the 
Partsh of L'Anetenne Lorette and other references. 


Richard E.~ Resolved, That the Petition of Richard EF. Vidal, 
Vidal. Commander of the Royal Navy, be referred to a 


Select Committee composed of Mr. Woods, Mr. 
Prince, Mr. Cameron, Mr. Smith of Wentworth, and Mr. Ermatinger, to ex- 
amine the contents thereof, and to report thereon wtth all conventent 
speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, and records. 








He Pinney, Resolved, That the Petition of Hamnett Pinhey, 
Esq. Esquire, Warden, of the Muntctpal Counctl of 


the District of Dalhouste, be referred to a 
Select Committee composed of Mr. Stewart of Bytown, Mr. Gowan, Mr. Cam- 
eron, and Mr. Johnston, to examine the contents thereof, and to report 
thereon with all econventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 








Pierre Garette, Ordered, That the Petition of Pierre Garette and 
ebram others, of the Parish of St. Antoine de la 


Baie du Febvre, in the County of Yamaska, be 





eats 


referred to the Seleet Committee to which was referred the Petitton of 
Jean Marte Robttatlle and others, of the Partsh of L'Anetenne Lorette. 


Hon. A.G. Resolved, That the Petition of the Honourable 
Coutllard, et al. Antoine Gaspard Couillard and others, of the 


County of L'Islet, be referred to a Select 
Committee composed of Mr. Taché, the Honourable Mr. Morin, Mr. Prince, 
Mr. Chauveau, and Mr. Desaunter, to examine the contents thereof, and 
to report thereon with all conventent speed; with power to send for per- 
sons, papers, and records. 


Niagara Dis- Resolved, That the Petttton of the Muntetpal Coun- 
trict Muntetpal etl of the District of Niagara (relating to a 
Counetl. road) be referred to a Select Committee com- 


posed of Mr. Cummings, Mr. Merritt, Mr. Dick- 
son, Mr. Chalmers, and Mr. Webster, to examine the contents thereof, and 
to report thereon with all eonventent speed; with power to send for per- 
sons, papers, and records. 








Rev. John Ordered, That the Petitton of the Reverend John 
Anderson. Anderson and others, members of the United 


Church of England and Ireland, tn the Township 
of Bertie, tn the Dtocese of Toronto, be referred to the Select Committee 
to which was referred the Petttton of the Church Soctety of the Dtocese 
of Toronto, and other references. 


Standing Com- The Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smith, from 
mittees re- the Select Committee appotnted to prepare and 
ported. report lists of Members to compose the stx Standing 


Commtttees ordered by this House, presented to the 
House the Report of the satd Committee, whtch was again read at the 
Clerk's table, and ts as followeth:-- 
Your Commtttee have, in obedience to the Order of your Honourable 
House, proceeded to prepare Lists of Members to compose Standing Commit- 
tees, which they beg leave to report as follows:-- 


1ST.--ON PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS. 

The Honourable Mr. Baldwin, 
Mr. Chauveau, 

The Honourable Mr. Sol. Gen. Sherwood, 
Mr. Macdonald of Kingston, 
Mr. Macdonell of Dundas, 
Mr. Seott, and 
Mr. Willtams--7. 


2ND.--EXPIRING LAWS. 
Mr. Smith of Frontenac, 
The Honourable Mr. Aylwin, 
The Honourable Mr. Moffatt, 
Mr. Watts, and 
Mr. Hall--5. 
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S5RD.--ON PRIVATE BILLS. 
The Honourable Mr. Morin, 


Mr. Price, 
Mr. Hale, 
Mr. Duggan, 


Mr. Sherwood of Brockvtttle, 
The Honourable Mr. Robinson, and 
Mr. Webster.--7. 


4TH.--ON STANDING ORDERS. 
Mr. Meyers, 
Mr. Stewart of Bytown, 
Mr, Taché, 
The Honourable Mr. Lafontaine, and 
Mr. Macdonald of Cornwall.--5. 


5TH.--ON PRINTING AND BINDING. 
Mr. Dtekson, 


Mr. Gowan, 


Mr, LeMotne, 


Mr. Armstrong, 
Mr. Ermatinger, 


Mr. Monro, and 
Mr. Brooks.--7. 


6TH.--ON CONTINGENCIES. 
Mr. Roblin, 
Mr, Christte, 
Mr "Colvz Le. 
Mr. Dewitt, 


The Honourable Mr. DeBleury 


Mr. Petrie, and 


Mr. M'Connell.--7. 
Oxford Elec- Mr. Chauveau, Chatrman of the Select Committee 
tion. appotnted to try the merits of the Petttton of the 
Honourable Franets Hineks, of the City of Montreal, 


complaining of the undue Electton and Return of Robert Riddell, Esquire, 
Sitting Member for the County of Oxford, reported that the Committee met 
on Saturday last, at nine o'clock, A.M., pursuant to adjournment, but 
were unable to proceed to business, tn consequence of the absence of 
Mr. Bertrand. 

And further, that the Comnittee met this morning, at the same hour, 
and, in consequence of the continued absence of Mr. Bertrand, they were 
unable to proceed to bustness. 


Ordered, That Mr. Bertrand, Member for the County of Rimouskt, do 
attend in hts place tn thts House to-morrow. 


(39) 
Committee on Mr. Cummings, from the Select Committee to 
Petitton of whitch was referred the Petitton of the Muntetpal 


Muntetpal Counetl of the Distriet of Niagara, wtth power 
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Counetl of to report by bill or otherwise, presented to the 
Niagara, re- House a Bill to repeal the Act therein menttoned, 
ports. authorizing the raising of a sum of money tn the 


District of Niagara, for the purpose of relteving 
the satd District from debt; whitch was received and read for the first 
time, and ordered to be read a second time on Thursday next. 


Committee on Mr. Bouttllier from the Select Committee to 
Petition of whitch was referred the Petttion of Marte Honorine 
Marte Honortne Pinsoneault, (dite St. Joseph,) and others, the 
Pinsoneault, Religious Sisters of f Charity of the Hotel Dieu of 
et al, reports. the Parish of St. Hyacinthe, in the County of St. 


Hyacinthe, presented to the House the Report of — 
the satd Committee, which was again read at the Clerk's table, and 
agreed to by the House, and ts as followeth:-- 

Your Committee having examined the Petition to them referred, are 
of optnton that the prayer therein contatned be granted. 


La_ Communauté Ordered, That Mr. Bouttllier have leave to bring 
des Filles de tn a Bill to tneorporate "La Communauté des 
la Charité, In- Filles de-la Charité," of the Partsh of St. 
corporation Bill, Hyacinthe, in the District of Montreal, for 


the care of tnftrm and stck persons, and for 
other purposes. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first ttme, and ordered to be read a 
second ttme on Wednesday next. 


MR. PRICE! moved that the petition of the Municipal Council of the 
Home District be printed for the use of members.2 


MR. BALDWIN remarked, that the petition referred to contained a 
variety of suggestions which might be found useful. He should like 
that petitions received from other Municipal bodies were also published, 
in order that the House might compare the expenses of the smaller with 
those of the larger districts.3 





(39) 
Home District Ordered, That the Petition of the Muntetpal Coun- 
Muntetpal etl of the Home District be printed for the 
Counetl. use of the Members of thts House. 
Simcoe Registry Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Robinson have 
Office Bull. Leave to bring tn a Bill to provide for the 


removal of the Regtstry Office of the District 
of Simeoe from tts present site to Barrie, the District Town. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a se- 
cond time on Thursday next. 


Great Western Ordered, That Mr. Caneron have leave to bring in 
Hat road Bills. a BLll to alter and amend the Charter of the 
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Great Western Railroad Company. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time on Wednesday next. 





Ordered, That Mr. Cameron have leave to bring in a Bill to tneorporate 
a Company to extend the Great Western Ratlroad from Hamilton to Tor- 


onto. 


He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time on Wednesday next. 


On motion of Mr. Armstrong, seconded by Mr. Chabot, 


Address rela- Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
tive to Com- Hts Excellency the Administrator of the Govern- 
mutations. ment, praying that he wtll be pleased to dtrect 


the proper officer to lay before thts House, 
a Return of the number of Cummutattons which have taken place under the 
8th Victoria, cap. 42, tntituled "An Act the better to factlttate optton- 
al Commutation of the tenure of Lands en roture tin the Seigniortes and 
Fiefs in Lower Canada into that of frane alleu roturters." 


Ordered, That the said Address be presented to His Excellency, the Admin- 
tstrator of the Government, by such Members of thts House as are of 
the Honourable the Executive Counctl of this Province. 


MR. CHRISTIE4 asked whether it was the intention of the Government 
to introduce a measure respecting the Feudal Tenure in Lower Canada, and 
whether they had considered the question of an Inpeachment (sic) Bill.> 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH replied that a Law having passed so late as last 
Session authorizing parties holding lands under the Feudal Tenure, to 
commute he thought that sufficient experience of the working of that 
measure had not yet been had to warrant any further change; with regard 
to the question of Impeachment, it was one of such importance that the 
Government had not yet been enabled to determine upon it, it was still 
under consideration. 


MR. CHRISTIE moved for a select committee of seven to enquire into 
the expenses attendant upon commutations./ 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH would remind the hon. member for Gaspé, that the 
charges referred to were authorized by an Imperial Act, and he thought 
that questioning their legality was therefore not consistent. 


MR. CHRISTIE wished not to call into question the legality of the 
charges incident to Commutation, but to learn what was their extent, in 
order that it might be seen whether they amounted to a Bar, to the carry- 
ing out of the Act.? 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH: If the hon. member had applied to the Govern- 
ment he might perhaps have obtained the information he required, he 
(the Atty. General) thought as the Act authorized the Crown to make the 
charges referred to, the present course was scarcely correct. 


ES 


MR. AYLWIN was by no means satisfied with the answer of the Atty. 
General, the question was not the legality of the charges, but the amount 
of them; one gentleman receiving the fees alluded to had, besides other 
sources of emolument; clerkships, &c. &c. There was another officer 
receiving or claiming fees, either the Attorney or the Solicitor General.11 


MR. SMITH - THE ATTY. GENERAL.12 


MR. AYLWIN: The question of fees arose when he (Mr. Aylwin) had the 
honor of acting in the Government under the hon. member for Terrebonne 
upon which occasion his honourable friend (then Attorney General) refused 
to take any, and he Mr. Aylwin acquiesced for two reasons, first, because 
he (Mr. A.) thought it was right. Fees had however, accumulated and went, 
he believed, into the hands of the Provincial Secretary, what became of 
them further he, (Mr. A.) did not know, and he supposed they were reckoned 
amongst what are called the spoils, he (Mr. A.) was perfectly willing 
that the past should be decided as it best might, but for the future he 
thought it right and proper that there should be no such spoils, and that 
the object of the Imperial Parliament in passing the law, should not be 
defeated by exorbitant fees, he (Mr. A.) had made these observations be- 
cause he had expected more from the opposite side than had been admitted, 
indeed so highly unsatisfactory was the answer of the Atty. General that 
he (Mr. A.) would advise the hon. member for Gaspé to defer this motion.13 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH rose to correct the last speaker upon a question 
of fact, it was not correct that he (the Attorney General's) predecessor 
in office refused to receive the fees in question; that hon. gentleman 
declined accepting a class of fees, but those now referred to had not 
only been taken by him, but by all who had preceded him.14 


MR. LAFONTAINE said the hon. Atty. General had no doubt received the 
information he had just communicated from his clerk, who had been also 
his (Mr. LaFontaine's) clerk; but it was not correct. When he (Mr. L.) 
accepted office, he continued to employ the clerk of his predecessor, 
and having been confined to the house by illness at the time some fees 
were received. As soon, however, as he was made acquainted with it, he 
put a stop to the practice. He (Mr. L.) found that it had been the 
custom to make constant references to the Attorney General during the 
time that officer was paid by fees. He (Mr. L.) had put a stop to those 
references. With regard to the commutation fees, which were referred to 
by the Attorney General, he (Mr. L.) had no recollection of having 
signed one commutation deed while he was in office.15 


MR. MOFFATT thought the question of time was of as much, if not more 
importance in reference to Commutation as fees; at present there was 
great delay in getting the necessary papers through the various offices, 
similar business was managed very differently in the SEMINARY of this 
City; there the general time required was two or three hours, or at most 
two or three days.16 


(39) 
Committee on Resolved, That a Select Committee, composed of Mr. 


subject of Chrtstte, the Honourable Mr. Moffatt, the 
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Commutattons _ Honourable Mr. Aylwin, Mr. Leslte, Mr. Lantier, 
appointed. and Mr. Taché, be appointed to enqutre into 
and report upon the expenses usually tneurred 
in effecting Commutations of the tenure of Land held en Ftef or @ titre 
de cens of the Crown in Lower Canada into that of Free and Common Soccage, 
under the Impertal Act 5rd Geo. IV., ch. 119, and their legality, and 
whether such expenses have contributed to prevent commutations, or have 
proved an obstacle thereto, and to report upon the expedtence of making 
proviston by law for modifying those expenses or charges, with a view 
to facilitate the operations of the satd Act, and to render commutattons 
under tt less expenstve; wtth power to send for persons, papers, and 
records. 








Committee on Resolved, That a Select Committee, composed of Mr. 
causes of ftres Cauchon, the Honourable Mr. Morin, Mr. Christte, 
by Steam Engines, Mr. Soltettor-General Taschereau, and the Hon- 
appointed. ourable Mr. Aylwin, be appotnted to tnqutre 


into the causes of fires by steam engtnes on 
land or by water, within the limits of thts Province, and into the most 
effietent means for preventing them for the future, to report thereon 
with all conventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, and 
records. 


Court of Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Attorney-General 
Chancery. Draper, have leave to bring in a Bill to remove 


eertatn doubts as to the jurisdiction conferred 
upon the Court of Chancery tn Upper Canada, in matters relating to lun- 
attes, tdiots, and persons of unsound mind, and their estates, and to 
amend and extend the laws in force in Upper Canada, relating to lunatics, 
tdiots, and persons of unsound mind, and their estates. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House,1/ 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER introduced a Bill to remove certain doubts, as 
to the jurisdiction of the Court of Chancery in Upper Canada, respecting 
Lunatics, and idiots, and in reference to their Estates, he (the Atty. 
General) remarked that in England the Lord Chancellor exercised his power 
in these matters by special deelgation (sic) from the Crown; he (Mr. Atty. 
General) believed that when in office in 1841, he recommended a similar 
course here, but it is, as of the highest importance, that there should 
be no doubts upon such a question. 


MR. BALDWIN agreed to the substance of the measure proposed; he 
was not aware that while he was in office, any instance occurred cal- 
culated to bring the question under notice, but there could be no doubt 
of the expediency of setting at rest all doubts upon such a matter.1l9 


(39) 
and the same was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be 
read a second time on Friday next. 


On motion of Mr. Laurin, seconded by Mr. Chabot, 





Pra 


Quebee Turn- Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
pike Roads. Hts Excellency, the Administrator of the Gov- 


ermment, praying that he wtll be pleased to ac- 
quaint thts House with the reasons why the Trustees of the Quebec Turn- 
ptke Roads have not caused the road from the Cote de Champtgny, includ- 
ing the satd Cote, to the bridge commonly called the "Red Bridge," or 
"Commtsstoner's Bridge," to be macadamized, in conformity with the Act 
of the 8th Victorta, cap. 55, and tf the satd Trustees have the tntention 
of conforming themselves to the said law, and of macadamizing the said 
road tn the course of the next summer. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency, the Ad- 
mintstrator of the Government, by such Members of this House cs are 
of the Honourable the Executtve Council of thts Province. 


On motton of the Honourable Mr. Attorney-General Draper, seconded 
by the Honourable Soltettor-General Sherwood, 


School Law, Resolved, That thts House do now resolve itself 
(OoCe) tnto a Committee of the whole House, on the 
School Law of Upper Canada. 
The House accordingly resolved itself tnto the satd Committee. 


(40) 
Mr. Christte took the Chatr of the Committee, 29 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER in proposing a resolution on which to frame 
his Bill for amending the School Act would briefly explain the principal 
amendments which he intended to introduce.2l The object of the bill was 
to amend the act of 1843, which had not been found to work well. That 
act had been drafted from the School Act of the State of New York, and 
while the most cumbrous part of its machinery had been retained, the 
better clauses had been omitted.22 There was one serious omission23 - 
one essential part of that system was omitted; it was that which gave24 
appellate jurisdiction ... ((to)) the Regents of the University, who 
under the New York law had the power of deciding in those numerous cases 
of disputes2)5 connected with the education afforded in the state schools26 
which were constantly arising.2/ With regard to the expediency of es- 
pee tue ae Normal Schools, he thought there could be no difference of 
opinion. 2 The Act of 1813, evidently contemplated the establishment 
of a Normal School, but no provision existed for establishing such an 
Institution; he proposed to institute an unpaid Board of seven members 
to superintend the school, in which the various religious bodies would 
be represented, he proposed to entrust this Board with a certain con- 
troul (sic) over the books to be used in the common schools.29 He pro- 
posed to prepare two different lists of books29 , one of the books per- 
mitted to be used, the other of those prohibited3l, For the purpose of 
making these lists and performing other executive functions32 in the 
schools of their district33, he proposed to erect34 ((this)) Board 
((which)) would have power to proscribe certain books35, such as might 
be thought improper36, but no power to prescribe to any Trustees the 
particular books which they should use. Such was (sic) the leading fea- 
tures of his proposed measures.3/ 


De 


MR. PRICE wished to know if any provision was made for building 
school-houses?38 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER stated, that he had taken into consideration 
the best means of providing for the erection of school houses, and was 
prepared to suggest measures to remedy for the future the difficulties 
which had hitherto been felt on that subject.39 ((It)) would be intro- 
duced in the Municipal Bill. 0 


Mr. Draper's motion was carried without debate. 41 


(40) 
and after some time spent theretn, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair, and Mr. Christte reported that the 
Commtttee had come to a Resolutton, which he was directed to submit to 
the House, whenever tt shall be pleased to recetve the same. 


Plurality of Ordered, That Mr. Christte have leave to bring in 
Offices Bill. a Bill to prevent the undue accumulation and 


pluraltty of offices. 
He aecordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a sec- 
ond time on Tuesday, the seventh of April next. 


Assessment Mr. Gowan, from the Committee of the whole 
House, to take tnto consideration the propriety of 
amending the Assessment Laws, tn force in Upper 
Canada, reported, according to order, the Resolution of the satd Comnit- 
tee, which Resolution was agatn read at the Clerk's table, and agreed 

to by the House, and ts as followeth:-- 


Laws, (U.C.) 


Resolved, That tt ts expedient that a more equal system of valuation of 
lands in Upper Canada, for the purposes of Assessment, be adopted, 
and that new provtston of Law be made for the purpose of obtaining 
such valuatton, and to tmpose and collect Rates and Assessments 
in that part of thts Provtnee. 


Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper have leave to 
bring in a Btll to regulate Assessments and the appointment of 
Collectors and Assessors tn Upper Canada. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a sec- 
ond time on Tuesday, the seventh of April next. 


Member called Mr. Bertrand, Member for the County of Rtmous- 
and dtd not kt, having been called, according to order, did 
appear. not appear. 

Magdalen The Order of the Day for the second reading 
Islands Bill. of the Bill relating to the Magdalen Islands, in 


the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and to enable the tn- 
habitants, householders thereof, to establtsh a Munictpal Council in 
the satd Islands, betng read, 
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Ordered, That the satd Brll be read a second time on Monday next. 


District of The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Gaspé Mar- the Bill to make proviston for the legal proof, 
riage, &c. Bill. and preservation thereof, of certain informal mar- 


rtages had, antertor to a certain date therein 
mentioned, before Justices of the Peace and others in the Infertor Dts- 
trict of Gaspé, as ratified by Act of the Legislature of Lower Canada, 
but whereof no Register or Records have been kept, and for recording 
the same, including certain births or baptisms and burials in the said 
District; betng read, 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time on Monday next. 


Gaspé Munict- The Order of the Day for the second reading 
palittes Brill. of the Bill relating to certain Municipalities tn 


Gaspé not regularly established according to law, 
and to remedy the defect, and for other purposes, betng read, 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second ttme on Monday next. 


Gaspé Admint- The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
stration of Jus- the Bill for the better administration of Justtce 
tice Bile. tn the General Sesstons of the Peace for Gaspé, 


and to prevent charges upon the Treasury of the 
Province for unnecessarily sumnontng Jurors thereto; betng read, 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time on Monday next. 


Visitation of The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
eertatn Instttu- the Bill for the annual visitation of certain 
CLOnNS Wat Lbs Instituttons tn thts Provinee, maintatned tn whole 


or tn part at the publte expense, and for causing 
reports of the state and condition thereof to be annually latd before 
the Legtslature, and for preventing abuses therein, being read, 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time on Monday next. 


District Courts The Order of the Day for the House tn Commnit- 
Upper Canada. tee on the propriety of amending the Schedule to 


the Act passed last Session, tntttuled "An Act to 
amend, consolidate, and reduce tnto one Act the several Laws now tn 
foree, establitshtng or regulating the practice of District Courts tn the 
several Districts of that part of thts Province, formerly Upper Canada," 
being read, 
The House accordingly resolved ttself into the satd Commtttee, 


Mr. Boulton took the chair of the Committee, *2 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER.--The Resolution presented by the hon. Attorney 
General West, at the sitting of the Committee, was then read. 43 


MR. HALL asked if the House would be pledged by this motion, to a 
particular course. The motion referred only to a particular alteration 
or amendment .44 
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MR. R. MACDONALD (of "termvale thought the motion was too specific - 
it ought to be made more general.4 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD said that the House would not be pledged to 
any particular course; any member could introduce such amendments as he 
saw fit, when the bill to be introduced was before the House.46 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD said, the bill when introduced will be referred 
to a select committee, and the members of the House would be able while 
the bill was in the hands of the committee, to prepare such amendments 
as he should see fit. 


(40) 
and after some ttme spent theretn, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair, 
And Mr. Boulton reported that the Committee had come to a Resolutton, 
whteh he was dtrected to submit to the House, whenever tt shall be pleased 
to recetve the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


Dempsey 's The Order of the Day for the Second Reading of 
Reltef Bill. the Bill to authorize the Courts of Queen's Bench, 


and of Chancery, in Upper Canada, tn thetr discre- 
tton, to admit John W. Dempsey to practtse as an Attorney and Solicitor 
therein, betng read, 





COL. PRINCE said that in moving the second reading of this bill, he 
would state the circumstances on which it was founded. Mr. Dempsey had 
studied with Mr. Small, the clerk of the Crown, but when he applied for 
admission to the Bar, the Court refused the application on the ground 
that Mr. Small was not a practising attorney. The petition on which 
this bill was founded was signed by nearly every attorney, in Toronto. 
The petition had been referred to a select committee, and they had re- 
ported the bilt 42 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD stated that it was the custom of last session, 
to refer all bills similar to this one, i.e. bills of a private nature, 
to the committee on private bills, not to examine the ground on which 
the bill was founded,but to ascertain if all the formalities required 
by the House had been complied with. 


COL. PRINCE said in reply that many bills were proceeded with last 
session, as he proposed to do with the present one. 


MR. BALDWIN: He did not intend to throw any difficulties in the way 
of passing this bill - he would give it his most cordial support; but 
there was a difficulty ((which)) presented itself, and he hoped it would 
be removed; it is this: Mr. Dempsey had entered into an engagement with 
Mr. Small, knowing well that he could not by studying with Mr. Small, 
be called to the bar; this was not set forth in the bill. This showed 
the necessity of a select committee making a report, not by bill, set- 
ting forth the reasons why a bill should be introduced. The bill should 
be introduced founded on the report of the committee. He (Mr. B.) had 
every desire that Mr. Dempsey should be allowed to practise at the Up- 
per Canada bar.22 
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(40) 
The satd Btll was read accordingly. 
Trafalgar Road The Order of the Day for the Second Reading 
a of the Bill to tneorporate certain persons as the 


Trafalgar, Esquestng, and Erin Road Company, being 


read, 


Ordered, That the said Brll be read a second time on Thursday next. 


Oxford The Order of the Day for taking into consider- 
Election. atton a motton made on the twenty-fourth instant, 


vt2:--"That the Select Committee appointed to try 

the merits of the Petttton of the Honourable Francis Hineks, of the City 
of Montreal, complaining of the undue Election and Return of Robert Rid- 
dell, Esquire, Sitting Member for the County of Oxford, having been un- 
avoidable reduced to less than nine Members, and having so continued 
for the space of three sttting days, ts dissolved," betng read, 

The House proceeded accordingly to take the satd motions into con- 
stderattion, 53 

MR. SMITH (of Frontenac) moved, seconded by MR. COLVILLE, that the 


word "is," be inserted in the motion instead of "be" - which was agreed 


to.94 


MR. CHALMERS: It being at my request, that the consideration of this 
motion was proposed (sic) to this day, it is proper that I should say a 
few words on the subject, though I am entirely unaccustomed to address 
a public assembly. I have entered upon the enquiry on this subject, 
with the pure sentiments of an unbiassed mind, and having looked into 
the question with considerable attention, I have come to the conclusion, 
that the Committee has died a natural death. The opposite side form a 
different opinion on this subject, and they have a perfect right to do 
so. If their arguments are correct, the committee might exist from 
session to session being unable to report - such a thing would be an 
insult to the free and independent freeholders of the country. What 
is the first duty of this House when they meet? Is it not to purify 
itself from corruption? (Hear, hear.) Yes, the House is bound to pur- 
ify itself from all impunity (sic). When the seat of a member is con- 
tested, their first duty is to strike a committee, who are sworn to do 
their duty. They are bound to attend from day to day, and if they do 
not, it becomes the duty of the House to strike a new committee, so 
that the rights of the respective parties might be decided upon immed- 
iately. He (Mr. Chalmers) would vote for the motion before the House, 
in order that the ends of justice might thereby be promoted.) 


MR. BALDWIN felt it necessary to set the hon. member for Halton, 
right as to his views which would lead to no such result as the hon. 
member had supposed. He (Mr. B.) held that it required the joint action 
of the committee and of the House to dissolve an election committee. 

If the view of the statement taken by hon. gentlemen opposite were to 


226 


prevail it would be in the power of any three members of a committe (sic) 
to dissolve it, whereas he (Mr. B.) contended that the intervention of 
the House was necessary, and that the House must have excused the three 
members before any proceeding could be taken to dissolve the committee - 
he had read the statute very carefully again since Thursday night, and 
its perusal confirmed him in the opinion already expressed. The evils 
which the hon. member (Mr. Chalmers) dreaded from the adoption of his 
(Mr. B.'s.) views would be much more likely to follow from the interpre- 
tation of the statute given by the hon. gentlemen opposite. 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD: If the interputation (sic), put upon the 
statute by the hon. member (Mr. Baldwin) was correct, certain members 
might contumaciously absent themselves from the meetings of the committee, 
and they not being unavoidably absent, the committee would be unable to 
report from session to session, and so continue to the end of the Parl- 
iament. Such a case might happen, and members of the Legislature, both 
here and in England had acted contumaciously. It would therefore be a 
less (sic) evil to dissolve the committee, than to allow it to continue 
in this way. The Legislature never could have contemplated the placing 
of a committee in such a situation. The cause of absence it is said, 
must be unavoidable, but should a member apply for leave of absence on 
account of sickness in his family, and you grant him leave, would you 
call his absence unavoidable? The word “unavoidable" must be understood 
to apply to members who are unable to attend from any cause. That is 
the true liberal and extended sense that you ought to put upon the sta- 
tute. The 22nd section of the statute enacts that the committee shall 
adjourn from time to time when less than nine are present, but the 23rd 
section shews that, that this time is not to be ad infinitum, - not for 
three or four years, but only for three sittings. This he conceived, 
to be spirit of the statute, and he repudiated the imputation that he 
was influenced by any unworthy motives. He had arrived at this opinion 
conscientiously, after having discussed the point, at great length, with 
those learned friends with whom he was accustomed to act.2/ 


MR. BERTHELOT: If the hon. member from Toronto (Mr. Sherwood) could 
prove to his satisfaction that there was a conspiracy to prevent the 
committee reporting, he would join the hon. member and endeavour to 
have, those who would be guilty of such conduct, severely punished by 
the House. The House should not however, be led into error by such an 
improbable supposition. The fact is Mr. Bertrand is now the only one 
who is absent from the committee, and it cannot be said that his ab- 
sence is unavoidable. He (Mr. Berthelot) did not see why the House could 
not have patience for a few days more. 8 


MR. AYLWIN thought that the argument of the Solicitor General West 
was most extraordinary; it was that if three members chose to act with 
contumacy, they might also set the House at defiance. Now, he (Mr. A.) 
would ask had the House no power to put down contumacy? If it had not, 
if that were the state of the law, he would advise the House to abandon 
all other proceedings at once and set itself right in that important 
regard, for the authority that could decree and had not the power to 
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enforce was a mockery. He (Mr. A.) was of opinion that members might 

be brought to the bar and dealt with in a manner that would be a caution 
to others — they might be expelled. But supposing that the case put by 
the Solicitor General could occur, it would, after all, be only the ar- 
gumentum ab inconveniente, and by such argument anything might be got 
rid of. -In order, however, to shew the fallacy of the Solicitor General's 
case, he would ask if the House had not the power to punish contumacy in 
members of a committee, waere (sic) was the remedy? (Hear.) Another 
committee is struck, and one, two or three of its members, taking the 
hint of the Solicitor General, act like the preceding committee - put 
the House at defiance. In what way, he would ask, could the second com- 
mittee be controlled more than the first? (Hear, hear, hear.) - The 
hon. member next adverted to the words of the act, "death or otherwise," 
and argued that the word "otherwise" coming after such an awful word as 
"death" could not refer to mere accidental or trivial causes. The law 
also ordered members to appear and answer for absence; this showed that 
they were not to be condemned unheard, and that the cause of absence 

was to be considered. He (Mr. A.) had asked hon. members opposite to 
cite some authority in support of their view, but they had not as yet 
done so; he (Mr. A.) would then undertake to supply them with an author- 
ity, one not very old. Mr. Warren, of London, had lately published a 
law work, but he had previously published a novel called "Ten Thousand 

a Year." Now, it was not to the law book but to the novel that he (Mr. 
A.) would refer hon. members opposite for authority for their present 
proceeding. (Laughter.) In "Ten Thousand a Year" there was a certain 
prominent character, Tittlehat Titmouse, the member for Yatton, and he 
(Mr. A.) thought that the hon. member for Frontenac and the Hon. Soli- 
citor General West might find a precedent for their present course in 
some of the proceedings of that distinguished character .9 


COL. PRINCE: He thought that the hon. member for Quebec could not 
shew that the committee is not dissolved; the hon. member said that if 
any of the members of it contumaciously absented themselves from their 
duties, he thought that the Sergeant at arms empowered with the Speaker's 
warrant could easily reach them and bring them before the House, and 
compel them to attend to their duties, but that remedy would only be 
available in some cases, for nothing would be easier than for members 
coming from his part of the country to step over to the neighbouring 
States, for instance Michigan or Illinois, and remain there during a 
whole session, and where no warrant could reach them; he thought the 
only way to obviate the recurrence of difficulties such as the present 
was by additional legislation. The hon. member for Quebec, assumes that 
it is necessary to prove that the absence of the members was unavoidable: 
but had not the House admitted the excuse of the hon. member for Niagara 
to be a valid one, and did his excuse prove that he (Mr. Dickson) had 
been unavoidably absent? We may consider the members of the committee 
to be public officers, and as public officers are always presumed to be 
attendant at their duties, so we must presume that the members absent 
were unavoidably detained, unless the contrary could be shewn. It was 
for the hon. member for Quebec to shew that their absence was not un- 
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avoidable. He had considered the question as a lawyer, and the conclu- 
sion he had come to was that the committee was legally dissolved.60 


MR. DICKSON61 said that notwithstanding all that he had heard from 
the learned members of the House he thought that the mere construction 
of a clause of an act was not so far beyond the reach of common sense. 
He (Mr. D.) was in rather a peculiar position in reference to the subject 
before the House; he had been balloted for and sworn to try the election 
in question, and if it could be shewn that he was intentionally absent 
he would be liable to severe punishment from the House, but it could 
not be proved that he was intentionally absent, neither could it be es- 
tablished that he was unavoidably absent; he denied that his absence was 
unavoidable; had he been physically disabled, had he been incarcerated, 
or detained by persons anxious to break up the committe (sic), then 
would he be unavoidably absent; but nothing of this kind had occurred, 
and had he left his home some eight or ten days earlier, he might have 
been in attendance in that House from the commencement. He (Mr. Dickson) 
was then, of opinion that as three members were not unavoidably absent 
the committee could not be dissolved; he held that the House had no 
discretion in the matter, its power was merely declaratory upon evidence 
of the cause of absence being adduced. The hon. member next referred to 
the clauses of the act relied upon and declared that he regarded them 
as plain in favor of his view of the subject. It had been maintained 
that the point is not the cause of absence but the fact of the committee 
being unavoidably reduced. He (Mr. D.) thought that the one followed 
the other; if the members were not unavoidably absent the committee 
could not be unavoidably reduced. He (Mr. D.) would vote against the 
motion preferring, as he did, to act upon his own opinion, even should 
it turn out to be wrong, to following the dictates of any man in that 
House. 


MR. MOFFATT would not speak on the subject as a lawyer. No member 
can be appointed on a committee, unless he is on the spot, and if he is 
able and does not attend, he is reprimanded by the House. He (Mr. Mof- 
fatt) thought that the word unavoidable which was not perhaps the word 
that ought to be used, (laughter,) related to the member and not to the 
cause of absence. The members of the committee ought to have been pre- 
sent at the opening of the session, but three of them not being in the 
city, they were unable to attend, and the number of the committee was 
thereby necessarily reduced to less than nine for three successive meet- 
ings; and in consequence the committee was dissolved by the mere opera- 
tion of law.63 


MR. ROBINSON: There was a necessity of some period being fixed to 
limit the absence of members from committees, and he thought that the 
law meant, that if the members absented themselves for three sittings, 
that the committee was to be then dissolved, and a new one appointed. 
This he thought a common sense view of the matter. 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER: There is not a word about unavoid- 
able absence in the law. The law says that if you cannot form 
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the committee for three days, the committee is dissolved, it makes 

no distinction with regard to the causes of absence: if members 

could not arrive in time it was impossible for the committee 

to meet: it was not the unavoidable absence of more than two 

members that dissolves the committee, it was the impossibility of the 
committee meeting during three days, that was what he thought the law 
meant; he did not like to speak about laws that he was not acquainted 
with, but the law in question seemed so extremely simple and clear that 
he had no difficulty in making up his mind upon the meaning of 8 ee) 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER: The question before the House had excited a 
great interest, and had been the subject of lengthened debate; but he 
(Mr. D.) still retained the opinion that he formerly expressed, that the 
committee was ipso facto dissolved, when its numbers were unavoidably 
reduced from any cause, to less than nine. He (Mr. C.) differed with 
the hon. member for Niagara in the construction he had put upon the sta- 
tute and he thought that the reasons given by the hon. member for his 
opinion were inconclusive. The hon. member had stated that he was not 
unavoidably absent - that there was no physical impossibility of his be- 
ing present at the opening of the session and attending the meetings of 
the committee. But allowing that he was able to attend, why did not the 
committee meet? What advantage was his ability to be present, when he 
was not here on a given day, so as to permit the committee to proceed to 
business? And though the possibility existed of his being present, could 
the House have enforced his attendance, should he have chosen to stay 
away. (Hear, hear, hear.) The honorable member for Peterborough had 
shown him the English statute, that had been referred to in a previous 
debate on this question; and in the preamble, he found, that from the 
mere fact of absence, it was assumed to be unavoidable. What is the 
reason that the House orders from day to day, the absent members to at- 
tend in their places and give the reasons of their absence, if it is 
not, that the three days specified in the statute, may pass over ?66 


MR. BALDWIN: The Hon. Attorney General West, must recollect that 
the Imperial statute must be taken, in connection with the circumstances 
out of which it grew; even after three members had obtained leave of 
absence from the House the committee was not dissolved until the members 
had acted upon that leave of absence. It was not till after permission 
had been granted to the second member and he had absented himself that 
the house interfered to prevent the dissolution of the committee. There 
must (said Mr. B.) be the joint action of the house and that of the mem- 
bers of the committee before the committee is dissolved. The House 
must first have granted leave, and the member must have acted upon that 
leave. He (Mr. Baldwin) held that the mere absence of a member for 
three successive days did not dissolve the committee, it was only dis- 
solved by the unavoidable absence of the member, caused by death, or 
some other cause which the House considered unavoidable. 6/ 


(40) 
And the satd motion betng agatn read, and the question being®8 put 
thereon, a diviston ensued, and the names betng called for, they were 
taken down as followeth:-- 
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YEAS. 


Messieurs Boulton, Brooks, Cayley, Chalmers, Colville, Cummings, 


Daly, Attorney General Draper, Ermatinger, Foster, Gowan, Hale, Hall, 
Jessup, Johnston, Macdonald of CORNWALL, Macdonell of DUNDAS, Meyers, 
Moffatt, Monro, Papineau, Petrie, Prince, Robtnson, Sherwood of BROCK- 
VILLE, Soltettor General Sherwood, Smith of FRONTENAC, Attorney General 
Smith, Stewart of BYTOWN, Stewart of PRESCOTT, Viger, Webster, and 


Woods.--(338.) 





NAYS. 


Messteurs Armstrong, Aylwin, Baldwin, Berthelot, Bouthillier, Cam- 


(41) 


So tt passed in the negative .°9 


Then, on motion of Mr. Sherwood of Brockville, seconded by the Hon- 
ourable Mr. Viger, 
The House adjourned. 





APPENDIX, 30 MARCH 1846. 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: LOWER CANADA REGISTRY OFFICES.))/90 


DR. TACHE inquired whether it was the intention of the Ministry to 
do anything in reference to the many injudicious places in which Registry 
offices were placed in Lower Canada. /1 


MR. PROV. SEC. DALY replied that all Reports on the subject expected 
by the Government, had not been received, when they were, the question 
put, would be answered./2 


FOOTNOTES - 30 MARCH 1846. 


The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 30 March 1846, 
and PILOT, 2 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 30 March 1846. 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 30 March 1846, 
PILOT, 2 April 1846, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 9 April 1846, and LA MINERVE, 
6 April 1846, in accounts which are identical except that in LA MI- 
NERVE some speeches have been omitted entirely. 

MIRROR, 30 March 1846. 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 30 March 1846, 
PILOT, 2 April 1846, and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 9 April 1846, in identi- 
cal accounts. 

MIRROR, 30 March 1846. 

13 NDE 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 30 March 1846, 
PILOT, 2 April 1846, and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 9 April 1846, in identi- 
cal accounts; and BRITISH COLONIST, 7, 10, April 1846. Commentaries 
are contained in PILOT, 31 March 1846. 

MIRROR, 30 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 30 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 30 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 30 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 30 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 10 April 1646. 

MIRROR, 30 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 10 April 1846. 

IBID., 7 April 1846. 

IBID... LO Apral 1846; 

MIRROR, 30 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 30 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1846. 
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EBD 

IBID., 7 April 1946. 

MIRROR, 30 March 1846. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 30 March 1846, 

and PDLOT, 2 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 30 March 1846. 

MS IEIDe 

IBID. 

BD. 

LBiEDe 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 30 March 1846, 

and PILOT, 2 Aprile1646,. in identical accounts: 

MIRROR, 30 March 1846. 

ITD 

ASE DE 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 31 March 1846, 
whose account was copied by BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 2 April 1846; MIRROR, 
30 March 1846, PILOT, 2 April 1846, and L'AURORE, 4 April 1846, in 
identical accounts except that L'AURORE's account is abbreviated. 
Commentaries are contained in LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 2, 4, April 1846. 
The PILOT, 31 March 1846, noted that: ''The House was principally occu- 
pied last evening with the consideration for the third time, of Mr. 
Henry Smith's motion to dissolve the Oxford Committee." 

MIRROR, 30 March 1846. 

IBID. 

TEISIEND) 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IIa MD) 

BED) - 

IBID. The PILOT, 31 March 1846, commented: 'Mr. Dickson of Niagara 
made a long and eloquent speech in opposition to... (the motion) which 
evidently produced a great effect." 

MIRROR, 30 March 1846. 

TED 

IBID. 

INS ODE 

TBID. 

BD 

IBID. The MIRROR observed, that the question was "loudly called for." 
LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 2 April 1846, reported that Taschereau abstained 
from voting on this motion, and in its issue of 4 April 1846, it com- 
mented: "M. Taschereau avait jugé, encore cette fois, Aa propos de 
s'’absenter, pour n'avoir pas 4 voter contre ses convictions; mais en 
méme temps pour n'avoir pas a voter contre ses collégues les ministres. 
The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 30 March 1846, 
PILOT, 2 April 1846, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 9 April 1846, and L'AURORE, 
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4 April 1846, in identical accounts. 
71. MIRROR, 30 March 1846. 
Ti2a ED 


TUESDAY, 31 MARCH 1846. 


(41) 
Petitions Waid THE following Petitions were severally brought 
on the table. up and (Lald, on the table: == 
By Mr. DeWitt,--The Petitton of the Right Rev- 

erend R. Gaulin, Prestdent of the Corporation of the College of L'As- 
somptton. =< 

By Mr. Macdonell of Dundas,--The Petition of the Reverend Henry 
Patton and others, members of of the United Church of England and Ireland, 
tn the Partsh of Cornwall, in the Dtocese of Toronto. 

By Mr. Foster,--The Petition of Stephen S. Foster, Esquire, Pres- 
tdent, and others, the Directors of the Shefford Academy. 

By Mr. Chalmers,--The Petttion of John Marshall, sentor, and others, 
of the County of Halton. 

By Mr. Williams,--The Petition of G._M. Boswell, Esquire, and 
others. 

By Mr. Riddetl,--The Petition of Colonel A. W. Light and others, 
of Woodstock and o: other Towns, in the Districts of Brock and London. 

By Mr. Monro,--The Petttton of Joseph Tomlinson, Esquire, of Mark- 
ham_and other Townshtps, tn the Home District. 

By Mr. Lacoste,--The Petition of John Glen, Esquire, and others, 
Trustees of the Longueuil and Chambly Turnpike Road. 

By Mr. LeMotne,--The Petttton of Wtlltam Hannah and others, of the 
Partsh of Lachtne. 

By Mr. Watts,--The Petition of Willtam Robins and others, of the 
County of Drummond. 

By Mr. Laurin,--The Petition of Ambroise Sivtgni and others, of 
the Parish of St. Ambrotse de Tilly. 

. By the Honourable Mr. Aylwin,--The Petition of the Reverend Robert 
Rs Burrage, of the City of Quebec; the Petition of H. Jessup, Esqutre, 
and others, tnhabttants of the Cit City of Quebec: and the Perttion oF 
George O'Kill Stuart, Esqutre, and others, landed proprietors of the 
District of Quebec. 

By Mr. Stewart of Bytown,--The Petttion of John Egan, Esqutre, and 
others, tnhabttants of the County of Ottawa, restding on the South 
Bank of the Ottawa. 








On motion of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smith, seconded 
by Mr. Soltettor General Taschereau, 


Standing Com- Resolved, That this House doth concur in the 
mittees. Report of the Select Commtttee appotnted to 


prepare and report Lists of Members to com- 
pose the Stx Standing Commtttees ordered by thts House, on Thursday 
lige. 


Petitions Ordered, That the Petition of John Grubb and 
referred. others, tnhabitants of the Townshtp of York 
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John Grubb, _ and of the Gore of Toronto, be referred to 
eral: the Standing Committee on Private Btlls. 


Rev. J. Shortt, Ordered, That the Petition of the Reverend Jon- 

eb al. athan Shortt and others, members of the United 
Church of England and Ireland, in Port Hope, 

be referred to the Select Committee to whtch was referred the Petition 

of the Church Soctety of the Diocese of Toronto, and other references. 





Wm. Lough, Ordered, That the Petitton of Willtam Lough and 
6b al. others, tnhabttants of the County of Russell, 


be referred to the Select Committee to whtch 
was referred the Petttton of George Roe and others, of the County of 
Russell. 


W. Rowe, et al. Ordered, That the Petitton of Willtam Rowe and 
others, of the Townships of Clarke and Hope, 

in the Distrtet of Neweastle, be referred to the Standing Committee on 

Private Btlls. 


A. Bonchet, Ordered, That the Petitton of Amable Bonchet and 
er als others, tnhabitants of the County of Champlain, 


be referred to the Select Committee to which 
was referred the Petttton of Jean Marte Robitatlle and others, of the 
Parish of L'Anetenne Lorette, and other references. 


M. F. Valots, Ordered, That the Petition of M. F. Valois and 
geal. others, inhabitants and proprietors, of Lachine 
and other places, be referred to the Select 
Committee to which was referred the Petition of E. Guy, Esqutre, and 
others, residing on the Lower Lachine Road, and another reference. 





Middlesex Mr. Dickson, Chairman of the Select Committee 
Electton. appotnted to try the merits of the Petitton of 
William Notman, Esquire, of Dundas, tn the Gore 
District, complaining of the undue | Election and Return of Edward 
Ermatinger, Esquire, to represent the County of Middlesex tn this 
present Parliament, reported the following Resoluttons, whitch were 
again read at the Clerk's table, and agreed to by the House; vtz:-- 


Ist. Resolved, That William H. Horton, of the Town of London, 
Esquire, George S. eran, of the Town of Hamilton, Esquire, 
and Thomas D. Warren, of the Village of St. Thomas, Esquire, 
Commtsstoners appointed to take the evidence on the tYtal of 
the controverted Election for the County of Middlesex, have 
been gutlty of neglect, in not making a Return to the Commis- 
ston tssued by order of the House, and to them dtrected in 
that behalf. 


sip fesotved, That the satd Commisstoners, Wm. H. Horton, George 
fi fran, and Thomas D. Warren, Esquires, should be sum- 
ee to appear at the Bar of the House to answer such their 
neglect, and that they bear the charge of the Summons.1 
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The Hon. Gentleman MR. DICKSON in moving the adoption of the Report 
stated that a year had elapsed since the appointment of the Commissioners, 
and they had in defiance of the law and that House adjourned until the 
month of April. If the Report were adopted, he would then move that 
the Commissioners be summoned before the House to answer for their 
conduct .2 


After some discussion the Report was unanimously adopted.3 


MR. DICKSON4 seconded by MR. ROBLIN? then moved to resolve, 

"That Wm. Horton, of London, George S. Tiffany, of Hamilton, and 
Thos. D. Warren of St. Thomas, Esquires, Commissioners, appointed to 
take evidence on the trial of the controverted Election for the County 
of Middlesex, have been guilty of neglect in not making a return to 
the Commission issued by order of the House, and to them directed in 
that behalf. 

"As the opinion of this Committee, that the said Commissioners 
should be summoned to appear at the Bar of the House, to answer such 
neglect, and that they bear the charge of the summons . "6 


A conversation arose in which the motion was supported by MESSRS. 
DICKSON, MOFFATT and BALDWIN, on the ground that the Commission had 
obviously failed to discharge the duty entrusted to it by the House./ 


MESSRS. GOWAN, ROBINSON, and COL. PRINCE thought it better to summon 
for the present, only one of the Commissioners, Mr. Tiffany, who is now 
in Montreal, who perhaps will, explain the cause of delay. 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER was opposed to the motion from fear that it 
was irregular, it was grounded upon resolutions of the Committee which he 
(Mr. Viger) thought the Committee had not power to pass. He wished for a 
few days delay in order to obviate irregular proceedings by the House .? 


COL. PRINCE proposed an amendment to that effect.10 


MR. BALDWIN said he should like to know the opinion of the Speaker 
on the subject, 11 


The speaker SIR A. MACNAB was in favor of the original motion; he 
thought the Committee had a right to pass resolutions and the House 
having eee them the Commissioners ought, accordingly, be summoned 
to appear. 


These Resolutions were then adopted with the understanding that 
Mr. Tiffany should be brought before the Bar of the House on Wednesday 
at four o'clock, and if he gave satisfactory reasons for the conduct 
of himself and brother Commissioners, the summons for the appearance 
of Messrs. Horton and Warren were not to issue.13 


(41) 


On motton of Mr. Dickson, seconded by Mr. Roblin, 


Ordered, That Willtam H. Horton, of the Town of London, Esquire, George 
S. Tiffany, of the Town of Hamilton, Esquire, and Thomas D. Warren, 
of the Village of St. Thomas, Esquire, Commisstoners appotnted to 
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take the evidence tn the matter of the Contested Electton for the 

County of Middlesex, having been guilty of neglect, tn not returntng the 
Commtsston tssued by the order of the House, be summoned to appear at 
the Bar of thts House, and that they bear the expense of the Summons. 


On motion of Mr. Boulton, seconded by Mr. Duggan, 


Petition oF Ordered, That the Resolution of this House referring 
Mayor, &c., of the Petttton of the Mayor, Alderman, and Com- 
Toronto, re- monalty of the City of Toronto, to @ Select 
ferred. Committee, be resetnded, and that the satd Pet- 


ttton be referred to the Standing Committee 
appotnted to asstst Mr. Speaker tn the direction of the Library. 


On motton of the Honourable Mr. Robinson, seconded by Mr. Merritt, 


Trade and Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Commerce. Hts Excellency, the Admintstrator of the Gov- 
ernment praytng that Hts Excellency wtll be 
(42) 


pleased to lay before thts House, coptes of all Despatches and Commun- 
teattons whtch have passed between the Imperial and Colontal Govern- 
ments, on the subject of the Trade, Commerce, and Revenue of thts Pro- 
vinee, stnee the Despatch dated 26th September, 1844. 


Ordered, That the said Address be presented to His Excellency, the Ad- 
mintstrator of the Government, by such Members of this House as 
are of the Honourable the Executtve Council of thts Province. 


Oxford Mr. Chauveau, Chairman of the Select Committee 
Electton. appotnted to try the merits of the Petttton of the 


Honourable Franeits Hineks, of the City of Montreal, 
complaining of undue Election and Return of Robert Riddell, Esqutre, 
Sitting Member for the County of Oxford, reported that the Committee met 
this day, at ntne o'clock, A.M., pursuant to adjournment, but were un- 
able to proceed to business tn consequence of the absence of Mr. Bert- 
rand, a member of the Committee. 


Ordered, That Mr. Bertrand, Member for the County of Rimouskt, do 
attend tn his place tn this House to-morrow. ° 


On motton of Mr. Stewart of Bytown, seconded by Mr. Smith of Frontenac, 


Crown Tim- Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
ber, Bytown. His Excellency, the Administrator of the Govern- 


ment, praying that he wtll be pleased to cause 
to be laid before thts House a Statement tn detail of the transacttons in 
the Croum Timber Office tn Bytown for the year 1845; exhibiting the num- 
ber of rafts passed, owners’ name, the amount of duty on each raft, the 
gross amount of revenue for the year, the names of the agent, clerks, and 
servant, and the salary to each, and any other expense connected with the 
office; also the amount patd by Government for surveys, and the amount 
paid by each tndivtdual lumberman for such services; the number of timber 
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Limits occupted or granted, the locality; the name of the party to whom 
granted, and the amount of depostt on each; together with the whole of 
the subject matter of the Commisston of Enquiry appointed to investigate 
the affairs of the Crown Timber Office in Bytown, and the expense in 
detatl of such Commisston. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Fxacellency, the Ad- 
mintstrator of the Government, by such Members of thts House as 
are of the Honourable the Executive Counctl of thts Province. 


M. LAURINI4 dit qu'il ne s'était pas d'abord proposé d'introduire 
de nouveau cette année un bill pour régler la profession du notariat, 
mais que le bill introduit par l'hon. Président du Conseil avait pro- 
duit, et a juste titre, un tel mécontement qu'il se voyait comme forcé 
de présenter de nouveau le sien, afin d'empécher 1'adoption de celui 
du président du conseil. L'hon. Président prétendait que son bill 
devait remédier a l'ignorance des Notaires; mais il était facile de 
voir que ce ne serait pas du tout le cas; ce bill ne prenait pas la 
profession dans son origine; la plupart de ses clauses ne renfermaient 
que la répétition de quelques lois déja existantes, il ne présentait 
rien qui fit de nature 4 améliorer la profession; tout y était inutile 
ou mesquin, en un mot, ce n'était que les élucubrations du cerveau 
affaissé du vénérable Président. C'est pour quoi, il (M. Laurin) se 
voyait obligé d'amener devant la chambre ce bill qui n'était pas, comme 
celui de 1l'hon. Président, son chef-d'oeuvre en ce génie, mais qui 


~ 


était dG a M. M. Girouard et LaFontaine.1° 


MR. CAUCHON would refer both bills to the same committee in order 
to avoid contradictions, for one committee might make a certain set of 
Laws on a subject while the other would make different ones. He thought 
it best to make as few Laws as possible. Laws should be well weighed 
and matured. He would press upon Messrs. Viger and Laurin the necessity 
of serious (sic) and attentively considering a subject of such great 
importance. 16 


Cries of: agree! agree! agree!1/ 


We (said MR. CAUCHON) cannot always agree, even the hon. members 
of the Council do not always agree. Since the hon. member for the 
Borough of Three Rivers speaks so loudly of the love we ought to bear 
to our country, I beg of him to reflect upon the consequences of hasty 
Legislation. It would be necessary to introduce a certain measure in 
his bill, which I will take the liberty of bringing to his notice; I 
mean a measure that would be calculated to improve education and mor- 
ality amongst Notaries, - for without education and morality there can 
be no justice. The Notarial Profession, like most others, is far from 
being on a respectable footing. We see many Notaries draw out Deeds 
for ls 8d and even ls 3d, - is it not natural that where science is so 
little valued, morality can hardly prevail. He would urge Mr. Laurin 
not to press his bill forward, better reflect deeply upon it and sug- 
gest to Mr. Viger the necessity of referring his bill to the same com- 
mittee. 
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M. BERTHELOT: 11 parait que l'hon. Président a cru que lui seul en- 
tendait la législation. Je suis pourtant d'avis que la mesure introduite 
par 1l'hon. membre pour Lothbiniére (sic), est infiniment meilleure que 
le bill de l'hon. Président qui n'est qu'un assemblage de mots inutiles, 
et qui ne renferme pas une idée nouvelle. Le dernier clere avocat ou 
notaire connait tout ce que contient ce bill. Je défie 1l'hon. Président 
de me citer une seule clause de son bill que je ne puisse trouver dans 
les dispositions de quelques lois déja existantes. I1 lui sied mal d'es- 
sayer 4 faire rejeter de cette chambre une mesure qui avait été intro- 
duite par un jeune homme qui n'a peut-étre pas, il est vrai, son expé- 
rience, mais qui représentel9 a most respectable constituency which in 
that respect is very different from that of Three Rivers, Mr. Laurin 
has evinced an excellent disposition and a remarkable zeal for the in- 
terest of his constituents. His measure like that of the Venerable Pres- 
ident is not meant only to repeat a host of useless and idle words, but 
it is calculated to improve the Notarial Profession. What then does Mr. 
Viger mean with reference to fraud which should be uprooted amongst 
Notaries. He speaks of special cases of fraud which have come to his 
personal knowledge and yet nothing is said about it in his bill. Let 
us wage war against fraud in every shape, I will give my most cordial 
support to any measure that may tend towards such a desirable object. 
But I am astonished that Mr. Viger has not adverted to this in his bill. 
If Mr. Viger had been consistent this measure would have been very dif- 
ferent from what it is. It would have provided for the punishment of 
Notaries found guilty of misdemeanor, in cases where our existing laws 
are not sufficient. - The only cause and reason that have prompted Mr. 
Viger to introduce new laws relative to the Notarial profession is (sic) 
that he has not sufficiently studied the laws concerning it. We have 
existing laws which provide for every thing that is mentioned in Mr. 
Viger's bill; the only difference is that they are not so obscure, and 
the fact is that the venerable President is so lazy that he would rather 
make intricate and obscure laws which provide for nothing at all, than 
study the good existing laws. 2 


M. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER dit qu'il ne voulait que relever les expres- 
sions dont d'étaient servis quelques honorables membres ce jour la, et 
dans la discussion précédente, et faire remarquer qu'elles étaient bien 
loin de répondre a la dignité des fonctions dont les honorables membres 
étaient revétu. 11 demandait ce que l'on devait penser de traits d'élo- 
quence comme ceux de "la chétive mesure, 1l'avoton le (sic) bill, 1'affais- 
sement du cerveau de président du conseil,'' et autres expressions de 
méme nature. I1 faisait remarquer que si les honorables membres ne le 
respectaient pas lui-méme, ils devaient quelques égards a la situation 
dans laquelle il se trouvait placée (sic): que les honorables membres 
devaient sentir, comme il le leur avait déja fait remarquer qu'ils 
devaient s'abstenir de tenir un semblable langage, pour 1'honneur de 
leur pays, pour leur propres honneur. 


(42) 
Notartal Pro- Ordered, That Mr. Laurin have leave to bring in 
fesston Bill. a Bill for the organtzatton of the Notartal 
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Profession in that part of thts Provinee called Lower Canada. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first ttme, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Thursday, the ninth of April next. 





Provinetal Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Attorney General 
Penttenttary Draper have leave to bring in a Bill to con- 
BEL. soltdate and amend the Laws relating to the 





Provinetal Penitentiary. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, 22 


MR. DRAPER briefly explained the objects of the bi1123.0, oThe) bal 
was intended to prevent the frequent collisions which had hitherto 
taken place between the Warden and the Inspectors24, and for other 
local regulatory purposes. It also made permanent provision for a 
Roman Catholic Priest in connection with the institution2> to provide 
religious instruction for persons belonging to the Roman Catholic 
religion, which was not now provided by express law.2© It gave power 
to the Corporation to call the Warden before them; to summon witnesses, 
and gave them greater power with regard to contracts. 


MR. BALDWIN said that while the hon. gentleman was engaged in the 
matter, it would be well perhaps if he would turn his attention to28 a 
difficulty which had arisen with regard to imprisonment in the Peniten- 
tiary in some cases - some cases had arisen in which persons who had 
been sentenced to capital punishment had had their sentence commuted 
to imprisonment, and then arose the question2? whether the Warden had 
power to detain persons39 in prison without a new formal sentence.31l 


MR. DRAPER was thankful for the suggestion and would attend to eno 2 


(42) 
and the same was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to 
be read a second time on Friday next. 


On motton of the Honourable Mr. Cayley, seconded by the Honourable 
Mr. Attorney General Smtth, 


Speech from Ordered, That the Speech of Hts Excellency, the 
the Throne. Admintstrator of the Government, delivered 


to both Houses of the Provinetal Legtslature 
at the opening of the present Sesston, be taken into constderatton on 
to-morrow. 


On motton of Mr. Macdonald of Kingston, seconded by Mr. Meyers, 


Bank state- Ordered, That the officers connected with the 
ments. several chartered Banks and Insurance Offices 


of the Province, be respectively directed to 
lay before thts House the statement of the affairs of the satd Banks 
and Insurance Offices, as requtred by the Acts of Inecorporatton. 


MIR Gee MACDONELL33 , of Dundas moved that the House do now resolve 
itself into a committee of the whole to consider the necessity of 
repealing the act relating to the adverse possession of lands in Upper 
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Canada. 34 


MR. BALDWIN said, he did not think that going into committee was the 
proper course to follow. He thought the proper course was to bring in 
a bill for the repeal of the act in question. 


MR. G. MACDONELL, of Dundas, said, he thought that whenever a bill 
is to be repealed or passed the House must go into committee.3 


MR. BALDWIN said, that was the practice in 1841, but the practice 
had not been followed lately, as great inconvenience had been found to 
arise from it. He had opposed the repeal of the statute last session, 
as he thought great evils would arise from repealing it; and unless 
some efficient remedy was proposed he felt that he must vote against 
its repeal. He would like to see the bill, and if it was a well-digested 
scheme he might support it; but he was not however, prepared to adopt 
the general proposition. 


MR. G. MACDONELL, of Dundas, - He had taken the practice of the 
House for his guide, which was a sufficient authority for him. The hon. 
gentleman (Mr. Baldwin) last season opposed some bills because they 
had not originated in committee, and now the hon. member turns round 
upon him and reproves him for having followed the course the hon. mem- 
ber had then recommended. The hon. member should reserve his remarks 
about the question until the bill was brought forward. He would in- 
sist upon his motion, 38 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER did not think that it was necessary for it to go 
into committee upon the bill amending any law, It was only when there was 
appropriation of the public: money proposed in a bill that there was a 
necessity for going into committee upon it: he doubted whether it was 
in the power of the House to declare that the law of England shall not 
govern our real estate.39 


MR. G. MACDONELL, of Dundas, - His resolution was only for the 
purpose of declaring the 32d Henry VIII. inoperative.40 


(42) 
On motton of Mr. Maedonell of Dundas, seconded by Mr. Smith of 
Frontenac, 


Real Estate. Resolved, That this House do now resolve ttself 
tnto a Committee of the whole House, to take 
tnto constderation Resolutions for the repeal of so much of the Act 
of the Parltament of England, passed tn the 32d year of the Retgn of 
His Majesty, King Henry the Etghth, whtch tmposes a penalty upon the 
grantor and grantee of land; and whitch declares, under certain ctr- 
eumstances therein menttoned, a title votd, and also for the abrogatton 
of any Usage or Custom of England, which goes to the extent of inval- 
tdating the title of a purchaser, when a third party may be tn adverse 
possesston at the time of passing such title, and substituting tn lieu 
of such Statute Law, Usage, and Custom of England, an Act to be in 
force tn Upper Canada, to enable Parties to dispose of Real Estate 
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without the. disability tmposed by such Statute Law, Usage, and Custom 
of England, as aforesaid. 
The House accordingly resolved itself tnto the satd Committee. 
Mr. Seymour took the Chair of the Committee, 


MR. G. MACDONELL, of Dundas - His object in introducing the present 
resolution was to remove a disability which existed in Upper Canada 
relative to the conveyance of lands; at present, the proprietor of any 
lands is holden to be incapable of conveying it, if he has not been in 
actual possession of it for more than a year - this was agreat hardship 
in a country like Upper Canada. The law might do well enough in Eng- 
land, for there it was necessary for the party to be on the land, and 
give actual possession of it into the hands of the purchaser; at which 
period opposition to sale might be made; there were great doubts whether 
these laws are in force in England. Lord Brougham in 1844, in speaking 
of the ... Act, says that it was a question whether it was living or 
dead; it was only lately that the statute was sought to be applied in 
Upper Canada, and the Court of Queen's Bench there, took a long time 
to consider, whether the statute was in force there or not, and pending 
the decision of the court, a celebrated lawyer, who had spoken at the 
bar of this house, Mr. Cameron, gave it as his opinion that he consid- 
ered that the statute was not in force. - However the court decided 
that it was part of the law of the land; under these circumstances he 
thought that it was his duty to bring the matter before the Legislature. 
The hon. member then moved some resolutions in accordance with notice 
of motion4!l, 


MR. SMITH (Frontenac) - Although he seconded the resolutions, he 
did not pledge himself to all the details of the measure, although he 
had no doubt it was all correct, he thought that members should be 
allowed more time to consider the question, and he would therefore 
suggest that the Committee do now rise, report progress and ask leave 
to sit again, and in the mean time the resolutions would be printed, 
and they then would be better able to judge of them. 42 


MR. G. MACDONELL, (Dundas) - Had no desire to take the House by 
surprise, he would therefore move that the Committee now rise and re- 
port progress and ask leave to sit again. 43 


(42) 
and after some time spent theretn, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair, 
And Mr. Seymour reported that the Committee had made some progress, 
and had directed him to move for leave to sit again. 


Ordered, That the satd Committee have leave to stt agatn on Monday 
next. 


The Honourable Mr. Daly, one of Her Majesty's Executive Counetl, 
latd before the House, by command of His Excellency, the Admitntstrator 
of the Government, 


Blue Book. Copy of the Blue Book for 1844. 
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Also, 
Provinetal Pursuant to the Provinetal Act 4th Willtam IV., 
Penttenttary. chapter 37, the Annual Report of the Provincial 
Penttenttary for 1845. 
(For the said Report see Appendix G.) 
And also, 
Assessment Assessment Rolls for Upper Canada, for 1845, 
Rolls, (U.C.) transmitted pursuant to 59th George III., chapter 
ve 
(For the said Assessment Rolls see Appendix H.) 
School Bill, Mr. Christte from the Committee of the whole 
OiiGre House, on the School Law of Upper Canada, reported 


according to Order, the Resolutton of the satd 
Committee, which Resolution was agatn read at the Clerk's table, and 
agreed to by the House, and ts as followeth:-- 


Resolved, That tt ts expedient that provtston should be made by Law 
for the expense of establtshtng a Normal School, and for amending 
the Common School Laws of Upper Canada. 


Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, have leave to 
bring tn a Btll for the better establtshment and matntenance of 
Common Schools tn Upper Canada. 


(43) 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Tuesday next. 


District Court Mr. Boulton from the Commtttee of the whole 
ee CUED) House, on the proprtety of amending the Schedule 


of the Act passed last Sesston, intttuled, "An 
Aet to amend, consolidate, and reduce into one Act the several Laws 
now tn force, establtshing or regulating the Practice of District 
Courts tn the several Districts of that part of thts Province, form- 
erly Upper Canada," reported according to Order, the Resolutton of the 
satd Committee, whtch Resolution was again read at the Clerk's table, 
and agreed to by the House, and is as followeth:-- 


Resolved, That tt ts expedtent to amend the Act passed tn the last 
Sesston of Parltament, tntttuled, "An Act to amend, consoltdate, 
and reduce tnto one Act, the several Laws now tn force, establish- 
tng or regulating the practice of District Courts tn the several 
Districts of that part of the Province, formerly Upper Canada," 
in so far as the same relates to the amount of Fees which are made 
payable to the Fee Fund for certain services to be performed by 
the Clerks of the Law Districts, under the authortty of the satd 
Act. 
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Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper have leave to 
bring tn a Bill to amend an Act passed during the last Sesston of 
thts Parliament, intttuled, "An Act to amend, consolidate, and re- 
duce into one Act, the several Laws now in foree, establishing or 
regulating the practice of District Courts itn the several Districts 
of that part of this Province formerly Upper Canada." 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Tuesday next. 


A Member Mr. Bertrand, Member for the County of Rimous- 
called and does kt, having been called, according to order, did 
not appear. not appear. 

Notartal Titles The Order of the Day for the second reading 
EO of the Bill to remove all doubts as to the validity 


of certain deeds, tnstruments, and documents, exe- 

cuted before Notartes in Lower Canada, and to secure the Rights, Tttles, 
and Interests of all persons coneerned therein, being read, 

The satd Btll was accordingly read and referred to a Select Com- 
mittee, composed of Mr. Soltettor General Tasechereau, the Honourable 
Mr. Attorney General Smtth, the Honourable Mr. Morin, Mr. Chabot, and 
Mr. Laurtn, to report thereon wtth all conventent speed; wtth power to 
send for persons, papers, and records. 





Real Property The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Conveyance the Bill to factlitate the conveyance of Real 
BLES UEC Property in Upper Canada, being read, 


The said Bill was accordingly read, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the whole House. 
Mr. Duggan took the Chatr of the Committee, 44 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER would not take up the time of the House by any 
lengthened explanation of the bill, as he had explained its leading prin- 
ciples when he introduced it. The great object of this act is to shorten the 
mode of conveyance arising on real property in Upper Canada. It enacts 
that certain general words, therein specified, inserted in any deed of 
conveyance, will be held to exclude a vast variety of clauses usually 
inserted in deeds. The most important part of the bill is to be found 
in the schedule, which gives the different forms in which conveyances 
are to be made. This bill allows, however, individuals who prefer to 
stick by the old mode to do so. It gives power to the taxing officer 
to consider not only the number and length of the deeds, but also the 
skill and ability with which the professional man has drawn them up. 

He (Mr. D.) thought this was proper, as lawyers were liable to have 
actions of damages brought againt (sic) them for giving their clients 
an erroneous opinion respecting any deed ,45 


COL. PRINCE had read this bill with great attention, and he thought 
the people of Upper Canada were very much indebted to the Attorney 
General for having introduced it. The present mode of making convey- 
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ances of real property is decidedly too voluminous and expensive. The 
Lord Chancellor of Ireland, Sir Edward B. Sugden, than whom a better 
Conveyancer did not exist in the Kingdom, was opposed to any Legislative 
interference with the forms of conveyances — he preferred that each 
practitioner should be allowed to adopt his own form. This bill is a 
direct negative to his proposition.It gives in a few words, and at a 
small expense, a valid conveyance of a title. Such a bill has been in- 
troduced into England, and is found to work well. Whenever a question 
of law comes up in the House the hon. member for Carleton is sure to 
feel uneasy, but he (Mr. P.) could assure that hon. member that46 the 
greatest advantage which the lawyers could possess, arose from the per- 
mission which the Canadian law gave to schoolmasters4/, Registrars and 
others?®, to draw conveyances of lands49, The mistakes and errors they 
have made, have been a rich harvest for the lawyers29, for the parties 
who employed them had always to go to lawyers to set their errors to 
rights. 1 It is perfectly deplorable the sad consequences that have 
occurred in Upper Canada, from ignorant individuals drawing up convey- 
ances of landed property - a person is therefore unwise, who allows 

his title to be drawn up by any one, but a professional gentleman of 
ability, and it is proper that he should be paid according to the time 
and talent which have been devoted to the work. 22 


(43) 
and after some time spent therein, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr, 
And Mr. Duggan reported that the Committee had gone through the 
Bill, and had made several amendments thereto, whtch amendments were 
again read at the Clerk's table, and agreed to by the House. 


Ordered, That the satd Bill, as amended, be Engrossed. 


Message The Honourable Mr. Daly, one of Her Majesty's 
from_the Executive Counetl, delivered to Mr. Speaker a 
Admintstrator. Message from Hts Excellency, the Administrator 


of the Government, signed by Hits Excellency. 
And the satd Message was read by Mr. Speaker, all the Members of 
the House betng uncovered, and ts as followeth:-- 


CATHCART. 


Reserved Bills. The Admintstrator of the Government tnforms the 
Legtslative Assembly tn reply to thetr Address of 

the 26th instant, that he does not concetve himself to be at ltberty 

to eonmmuntcate any Despatches or parts thereof, from Her Majesty's 

Secretary of State, relating to reserved Bills of last Sesston, whtch 

are sttll under the constderation of Her Majesty's Government. 


Offreiat The Administrator of the Government transmits 
Salartes Btll. for the information of the Legislative Assembly 


ecoptes of two Despatches from Her Majesty's Sec- 
retary of State, explatning the reasons whtch induced the Mintsters of 
the Crown to advise Her Majesty to disallow the Bill authorizing the 
attachment of offictal salartes. 
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
Montreal, 30th March, 1846. 


(Copy.) 
No. 699 
DOWNING STREET, 
Ist July, 1845. 
MY LORD, 


I have received your Lordship's Despatches dated the 12th and the 
20th of May, 1845, and numbered respectively 273 and 278, accompanied 
by the offictal transertpts of seven Bills passed by the Counctl and 
Assembly of Canada but reserved by yourself for the signtficattioin of 
Her Majesty's pleasure thereon. 

The Bill No. 315, authorizing the creditor of a public officer, 
to attach a certain proportion of that officer's salary in satisfaction 
of a gudgment obtained agatnst him, appears to be regarded by Your 
Lordshtp as defensible, only on the assumption that some similar 
Law ts in force in thts Country. The Law of England however has not 
hitherto establtshed any such rule. 

When a Public Officer tn thts Kingdom becomes insolvent it ts en- 
tirely at the discretion of hts Supertor Officer to determine at the 
tnstanee of his Credttors, what proportion, tf any of the Debtor's 
salary shall be approprtated to the discharge of his debts. I am not 
aware that any injustice has resulted, or has been alleged to result 
from thts practice. To establish by a posttive Law, the rule contem- 
plated in thts Bill, would, as tt should seem, be to gtve to a man's 
Creditors, such a vested right tn hts future official earnings, as 
would afford an obstacle almost tnsuperable to the removal of such a 
person from office, even in the case of his tneompetency betng clearly 
establtshed. 

Another effect of the Rule would be to compel the Government to 
retain the services of a man whose offictal tneome when so reduced 
might become tnsufftetent for hts decent maintenance, and therefore 
an tnsuffietent guarantee for hts fidelity, espectally tf employed tn 
any offtce of pecuntary trust,--on the other hand the withholding from 
ereditors prospectively the proposed power of attachment could hardly 
be productive of much tneonventence, because the effect would appar- 
ently be only to dtmintsh in an equal extent the power of publte of- 
ficers to obtatn money or goods on credit. 

These constderatitons compel me to pause in advising Her Majesty to 
assent to this Bill, but I may of course be misled by some false ana- 
logy between the ctreumstances and wants of this Kingdom and that of 
Canada, in thts respect. I have therefore to desire that Your Lord- 
ship would lay this Despatch before the Executive Counetl of the 


(44) 
Provinee, and would report to me your oum and thetr opinion whether 
for these reasons tt would be fit that the Bill should not be allowed 
in tts present form. If Your Lordship and the Executive Council should, 
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on the other hand, be in favor of the allowance of it by the Queen, 
I should wish to be fully in possession of the grounds of that optnton. 


Alten Bill. I enclose an Order made by Her Majesty in 
ee Be Counetl on the 30th ultimo, spectally confirming 
the Alten Reserve Bill, No. 320. 

The remaining five Bills of the series are sttll under the consid- 
eration of Her Majesty's Government. 


I have, &e. 
(Stgned, ) STANLEY. 
The Right Honourable 
Lord METCALFE, G. C. B., 


&C. &G. &. 
(Copy...) 
No. 461. 
DOWNING STREET, 
bd September, 1845. 

MY LORD, 

Of fietal I have recetved Your Lordshtp's Despatch, Wo. 
Salartes Bill. 28, of the 7thvuttimo, ‘eneloetng the copy of ‘a 


Report of the Committee of the Executtve Counctl 
on the subject of a Bill passed by the Council and Assembly of Canada 
in thetr last Sesston, and reserved by yourself for the signtftcatton 
of Her Majesty's pleasure, authorizing the attachment of Offietal 
Salartes. 

Having fully constdered your present Communication, together with 
the Report of the Executive Counetl which tt encloses, I have been 
confirmed in the optnion expressed tn my Despatch of the Ist July, 
Wo. 899, of the tmpolicy of thts Enactment. I have therefore to in- 
form you that Her Majesty wtll not be advised to confirm and allow 
thts Act. 


I have, &e. 
(Stgned, ) STANLEY. 
The Right Honourable 
Lord METCALFE, G. C. B., 


&ec. &c. &e. 
Registry Bill, The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
(UC) the Bill to consolidate and amend the Registry 


Laws of Upper Canada, being read, 53 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD moved the second reading of the Bill to 
amend the Registry Laws of Upper Canada. The hon. gentleman stated 
that this Bill differed by little from that now in existence, beyond 
remedying some defects which practice had discovered. The principal 
difference was the provision for the registration of deeds at length, 
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instead of by memorial.°4 He was willing, however, to change that 
clause if the House desired it, and to confine the registration to the 
memorial. 


MR. BALDWIN continued to entertain his objections2® to that part 
of the bill which enforced the registry of titles in full.5/ He thought 
it would lead to much litigation and would facilitate fraudulent prac- 
tice((s)) so common in Upper Canada98, He said that there were persons 
in Upper Canada who made a business of searching out flaws in titles 9 
for the mere purpose of going to law about them 0 in order to deprive 
honest men of their property. 61 There were necessarily many lengthy 
deeds; those containing special tracts for instance, and by obliging 
parties to spread them out at full length upon a registry book encour- 
agement ... was afforded to62 these persons to carry out their nefarious 
designs with greater facility.63 The old Bill did not prevent regis- 
trationvat)Lenpthe i£ desired, 64 


MR. WILLIAMS - Last year he opposed a compulsory registration of 
the whole deed, and would do the same in the present instance. - When 
the security was the same by registering the memorial only he thought 
it ought to be limited to that. Some members of the profession (he 
trusted and believed they were few) were base enough to avail them- 
selves of the publication of the entire deeds to encourage litigation.65 
((He also)) complained of the expense which would result from the 
registry of the whole titles .66 


MR. ERMATINGER ((also objected to the Bill on the same grounds as 
Messrs. Baldwin and Williams.)) 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD would repeat his willingness to change the 
clause referred to if the House required it; he would confine the regis- 
tration to the memorial or leave it optional with parties to register 
that or all; he was not, however, without good reasons for proposing 
that all should be made public®68. ((He)) contended that the registry 
could not afford sufficient information to the public, unless the titles 
were set forth in full. As to the expense, he would say that the bill, 
going hand in hand with that just proposed by the hon. Attorney-General 
West, would not make the charge for the registry of the whole deed 
greater than the registry of the memorial only under the existing sys- 
tem.69 He was aware that it was open to more objections, but at the 
same time it was in many cases very necessary to preserve the coven- 
ants on the face of the Register;/0 there were sometimes items in the 
deed which were not in the memorial, and which it would be important 
for the public to be aware of; it might happen for instance that in 
the deed there were gifts to a single woman to become void upon her 
getting married./1 It was not, however, his intention to press this 
clause if it did not meet with the approbation of the House./2 


(44) 
The satd Btll was accordingly read, and committed to a Committee 
of the whole House on Friday next. 
Then, on motion of Mr. Smith of Frontenac, seconded by Mr. Meyers, 
The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX, 31 MARCH 1846. 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: LOWER CANADA ELECTION LAW AND 
AMENDMENT OF MUNICIPAL LAW.))73 


MR. WATTS asked if it was the intention of the administration to 
introduce an Election Law for Lower Canada ee the present session, 
and if they proposed to amend the Municipal Law. 4 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH said it was not intended to introduce an 
Election Law’? ni de proposer, quant a présent, aucun amendement aux 
lois des chemins, des é@écoles, etc., du Bas-Canada./6 (Hear, hear.)// 


MR. LAFONTAINE: It was promised last session. /8 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH - The promise referred he thought to a measure 
for contested elections, he might be wrong, he would not be positive; 
but even if it were promised - 79 


SIR A. MACNAB.--Here the Speaker observed that the discussion on 
questions was not allowable .80 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH then answered that the Government did entend to 
amend the Municipal Taw. ol at ajouta ((aussi)) qu'il serait présenté 
prochainement des amendements aux lois des écoles. 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: AMENDMENT OF LOWER CANADA 
JUDICATURE SYSTEM.) )83 


MR. DRUMMOND begged leave to ask the Ministry if it was their in- 
tention to introduce ei measure amending the present system of judi- 
cature in Lower Canada?94 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH replied that it was the intention of the Gov- 
ernment to introduce any sweeping measure of Judicature8> ((in)) the 
present Session86; it had been too much the practice of the Legislature 
to overturn year after year the system of Judicial proceedings. It 
was however his intention, if possible, to bring the subject before 
the House’? , for the purpose of obtaining its concurrence thereto88 , 
and after submitting certain resolutions and inviting discussion upon 
them89, if they were sanctioned, he then proposed to bring in a gener- 
al measure, founded upon these resolutions; but it would be time 
enough to introduce this measure next Session, after the country will 
have had an opportunity of expressing its opinion regarding the resol- 
utions.990 ((This general measure)) would be confined to "Concurrent 
Jurisdiction," and two or three other matters.9l1 He intended, however, 
in the course of a few days, to introduce a bill to remedy two or 
three defects in the present system. 92 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: OPENING OF LACHINE CANAL.))93 


MR. CAMERON asked the Ministry pursuant to notice, when the Lachine 
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Canal would be expected to be opened.%4 
((Laughter from the Opposition.))995 


MR. CAMERON ((continued:)) This question seemed to excite the mer- 
riment of hon. gentlemen opposite, but it was a subject of great impor- 
tance.9 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said in answer to the question proposed by Mr. 
Cameron, that he considered the question was one not to be laughed at9/; that 
at the earlier part of the season the Ministry had desired to know from 
the Engineer at what time the Lachine Canal would be opened, and had 
ascertained that it could not be opened before the 15th May. That day 
was accordingly announced to the mercantile community as the time when 
it would take place. 98 On this taking place the Board of Trade, of 
the City of Montreal had addressed a memorial to the government, rep- 
resenting that should the Lachine Canal not be opened before that time 
it would be the cause of great inconvenience to the mercantile commun- 
ity?9 and ... ((urging)) them to open the canal, if possible, by the 
lst May.100 This was referred to the Board of Works and they called 
on the Engineer of Works to state the reasons on which he founded 
((his)) opinion.101 The engineer in charge had reiterated his opinion 
upon the ground that judging from the experience of last year when the 
banks had given way from too early openingl92 on several occasions103 | 
it would be unsafe to name an earlier day.104 He feared the same accid- 
ent might happen againl05 and he would find it neccessary to effect some 
repairs of the banks before the water was let in, this answer was con- 
veyed back to the Board of Tradel06, Since that report, the weather 
had been unusually mild, and107 another memorial was presented to the 
Board of Trade, asking if it would be impossible ... to let the water 
into the Canal, earlier than the time stated. The Engineer was again 
called upon, and!08 he had ascertained that after notice was given to 
the Contractors to cease work, about ten days would be required to take 
up levels and clear away impediments before the water could be let in109 | 
as the water cannot remain in this Canal as in the Welland Canal, 
owing to frostll0; and a further ten days for the contractors to make 
arrangements for closing their works for the season. Directions had 
accordingly been given to the engineer if he judged it safe tolll exert 
himsel£ to the utmost of his powerll2 ((to)) make arrangements for 
opening the Canal by the 15th of May, and to report to that effect 
three weeks prior to that periodt13 which would give time to the govern- 
ment to ascertain whether the navigation might be commenced on that 
day,cor nots) cif at could it) would) be done, butll4 if not considered 
safe at that period, the Government although most anxious to open it 
at the earliest time, could not act in the face of the engineer's re- 
port.115 The Board of Trade would be informed at the earliest possible 
day of the time at which the Canal should be opened ,116 


FOOTNOTES - 31 March 1846. 


ie 


LO. 


WO 6 =~! ON UO & OG ho 


The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, misdated 30 
March 1846, instead of 31 March 1846, and PILOT, 2 April 1846, in 
identical accounts; and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846, misdated 30 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846, misdated 30 March 1846. 

IGLSSIEID is 

IBID. 

TMS}I MD) 

IBID. 

iba ED) 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 31 March 1846, 
and PILOT, 2 April 1846, in identical accounts; LA MINERVE, 6 
April 1846, whose account was edited by LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 7 
April 1846; and L'AURORE, 4 April 1846. 

LA MINERVE, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846. 

PEED 

JIE 

LA MINERVE, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846. 

LA MINERVE, 6 April 1846. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: BRITISH COLONIST, 10 


April 1846; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846; and MIRROR, 31 March 1846, 
PILOT, 2 April 1846, and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 9 April 1846, in identical 


accounts. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 10 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846. 

IBIS 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 
April 1846; and MIRROR, 31 March 1846, and PILOT, 2 April 1846, in 
identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846. 

JETS UD) 

INESEID) 

BEDE 

LBrDY. 





ao 
40. 
41, 
42. 
43. 
44, 


45. 
46. 
uae 
48. 
49. 
ae 
a hee 
oper 
ao 


54. 
D5. 
56. 
SL 
58. 
22 
60. 
61. 
G2. 
63. 
64. 
G2. 
66. 
Wins 
68. 
G9. 
0%. 
hls 
nes 
theme 


74. 
ie 
7H o¥e 
ee 


PY) 


WB UD Ye. 

EAUDY, 

LBiDs 

TES AD YS 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: BRITISH COLONIST, 10 
April 1846; and MIRROR, misdated 30 March 1846, instead of 31 March 
1846, and PILOT, 2 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846, misdated 30 March 1846. 

Bw 

BRLTISH COLONIST, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846, misdated 30 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846, misdated 30 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846, misdated 30 March 1846. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: BRITISH COLONIST, 17 
April 1846; KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846, and MIRROR, misdated 30 March 
1846, instead of 31 March 1846, and PILOT, 2 April 1846, in identical 
accounts. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846, misdated 30 March 1846. 

IMS ODIE 

BRITISH COLONIST, 17 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846, misdated 30 March 1846. 

BRITLSH COLONIST, 17 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846, misdated 30 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 17 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846, misdated 30 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 17 April 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846, misdated 30 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 17 April 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846, misdated 30 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 17 April 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846, misdated 30 March 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: L'AURORE, 2 April 

1846; LE CANADIEN, 3 April 1846; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 April 
1846; and MIRROR, misdated 30 March 1846, instead of 31 March 1846, 
PILOT, 2 April 1846, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 9 April 1846, and MONTREAL 
GAZETTE, 3 April 1846, in identical accounts. Commentaries are contained 
in LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 7 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846, misdated 30 March 1846. 

JOVILD 

LE CANADIEN, 3 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846, misdated 30 March 1846. 


Uae 
SII 
100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
106. 
LO? 
108. 
109. 
110. 
iil. 
Ue 
13. 
Ut4.. 
1D % 
iG 


254 


IBID. 

IBID. 

TRIS HEAD Ks 

IBID. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 April 1846. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 
1846; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 April 1846; and MIRROR, 31 March 1846, 
PILOT, 2 April 1846, and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 9 April 1846, in accounts 
which were identical except that in BROCKVILLE RECORDER, some speeches 
have been omitted entirely. Commentaries are contained in LE JOURNAL 
DE QUEBEC, 4 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846. LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 April 1846, mistak- 
enly identifies the interlocutor as Chabot. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: BRITISH COLONIST, 10 
April 1846; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846; and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 9 
April 1846, MIRROR, 31 March 1846, and PILOT, 2 April 1846, in identical 
accounts. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846. 

ELBE. 

LBIDE 

IBID. 

BRITLSH COLONIST, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 10 April 1846, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 31 March 1846. 





WEDNESDAY, 1 APRIL 1846.1 


(44) 
Montreal MR. SPEAKER latd before the House the Accounts 
Trintty House. of the Trintty House Montreal, for the year 1846. 


ee. CO 


And also 
Return of Immoveable Property held by the Corporation of the Canada 
Baptist Misstonary Soctety, pursuant to Act 8 Vie. eap. 102, sectton 6. 


Baptist Mis- 


stonary So- The satd Return ts as follows:-- 
ctety. 


RETURN of Immoveable Property held by the Corporation of the 
Canada Baptist Misstonary Society. 


ed es ae 


ESTIMATED 














RENTAL. 


I. A Lot lying between Guy Street and Charles 
Street, St. Antotne Suburbs, Montreal, con- 
taining by admeasurement two acres and three 
perches, more or less, wtth a new Stone 
butlding, (the Canada Baptiste College) not 
pe PING SNE” , UND NKAREO CEAGS. ie Mate 3.5 6b i's 50s ale £7000 

Ti. AWLot, ‘megsuring 115 Geet hy. 92, with a 
Stone House and out-buildings, sttuated at 
the corner of Rtehmond Square, St. Antoine 
Sr COTS WO CCD eA Pile ais tta e's ea eh tel eso: 9 ia: se beasace £1200 

III. A Lot measuring 95 feet by 47 feet and 6 
tnehes, wtth a Brick building, used as a 
Chapel, sttuated tn Ann Street, Griffin- 

Eee A IIA eet toe lave eric ore avaue © drm 6 6 x1. 6, # s'aye) 68 she £500 

IV. A ptece of Land in Roxton Township, Canada 
East, contatning ten acres, more or less, 
with a Dwelling House, School House, and 
GRAIL O THOS etree we ale Rae aipate eto. b 6. cs cas 0le"s 6 9 


None. 


None. | 





£30 





J. WENHAM, Treasurer, 
Com. Bap. Miss. Society. 
Montreal, March 31st, 1846. 


Petittons latd The following Petitions were severally brought 
on the table. up and latd on the table:-- 

By the Honourable Mr. Robtnson,--The Petttion 
of the Reverend John M'Intyre and others, members of the Untted Church 
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of England and Ireland, in Orillia and other Townships, in the District 
of Stmeoe, tn the Dtocese of Toronto. 

By the Honourable Mr. Morin,--The Petition of The Very Reverend 
Hyacinthe Hudon, Titulary Canon, of the Cathedral of St. Jacques, at 
Montreal, ee Vicar of the Diocese of Montreal, &c.; the Petition of 
Mrs. Adelatde Bouchette, Widow of the late Joseph Bouchette, Esqutre; 
the Petition of Mrs. M.A.F. Viger, and other Ladies, Directresses of the 
Catholie Orphan Asylum of Montreal; the Petition of the Reverend C. 
Laroeque and others, the Curé, Churchwardens , and School Commtsstoners, 
of the Parish of St. Jean L LBvangéliste, tn the District of Montreal; 
the Petition of André Vandandatgue, Esquire, President of the Agrtecul- 
tural Soetety for vr the County of Verchéres; and the Petition of André 
Vandandaigue, Esquire, Warden of the Munictpal Counetl of the Parish of 
St. Mathteu de Beloeil. 

By Mr. Cameron,--The Petition of Peter Buchanan and others; and the 
Petition of Benjamin Bolton and others, of the Town of Perth, and of 
Bathurst, and other Townships. 

By Mr. Brooks,--The Petition of John Felton, Esquire, and others, 
inhabitants of the District of St. Franets (relating to a road); and 
the Petttton of John Felton, Esquire, and others, of the District of St. 
Franets (relating to a bridge). 

By Mr. Chauveau,--The Petition of Thomas Atkins, Inspector of Wetghts 
and Measures for the District of Quebec. 

By Mr. Monro,--The Petttton of the Reverend Jacob Gooft and others, 
members of the Soctettes of Menontsts and Tunkers, restding in the Home 
as and the Petition of Norman Jones and others, of the Townshtps 

fF Markham and Whitchurch, tn the Home District. 

By Mr. Smith of Wentworth,--The Petition of Sir Allan N. MacNab and 
others, in behalf of the Inhabitants of the Town of Hamilton. 

By Mr. Prince, --The Petition of Mrs. Margaret Heavener, of the Village 
of Naptervitle, t tn the County of Huntingdon. 

By Mr. Gowan,--The Petttton of Samuel Hiteheock and others, of the 
Village of Port Sarnta, in the County of | Kent; the Petttion of Francis 


(45) 

B. Baker and others, members of the United Church of England and Ireland, 
- the Townshtp of Leeds, tn the Dtocese of Toronto; the Petttion of 

Hugh Allingham and others, members of the United Chi Charan of England and 
Treland, tn the Townshtp of Yonge, tn the Diocese of Toronto; and the 
Petition of William Green, Esqutre, and others, members of the Untted 
Church of England ai and Ireland, tn parts of Yonge and other Townshtps, in 
the Diocese of Toronto. 

By the Honourable Mr. Soltettor General Sherwood,--The Petitton of 
the Right Reverend Lord Bishop of Toronto and others, members of the 
Untted Church of England and Ireland, tn the Ctty of Toronto, in the Dio- 
cese of Toronto. 























MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD2 presented a Petition from Israel Lewis, the 
inventor of the Firescreen, and other coloured people, praying that the 
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Legislature would pass an Act to prevent the application of offensive 
epithets to the blacks. The reading of the petition excited a good deal 
of amusement. It set forth that ignorant and vulgar persons were in the 
habit of seeking to pick quarrels with intelligent and respectable 
blacks, by calling them "niggers," or "damned niggers," the resentment 
of which epithets led to breaches of HerMajesty's peace. Further, that 
these terms had been originally applied by slave-owners to the people of 
Africa, to sink them in deeper degradation. Concluding with a prayer 
that the legislature would be pleased to pass a law to make it an of- 
fence against the Crown for any white above ten years of age to call any 
person "nigger."3 


(45) 

By Mr. Scott,--The Petition of Thomas Kains, Esquire, Mayor, and 
others the Counetllors of the Munictpality of the Townshtps of Grenville 
and Unton, on the River Ottawa;--and the Petition of the Reverend J. 
Paquin and others, of the Cc County of Two Mountatns. 

By Mr. Lantier, --The Petition of Willian Duncan, of Coteau du Lac. 

By Mr. Bouttllier,--The Petition of the Corporation of the College 
of St. Hyactnthe. 

By Mr. Dickson,--The Petitton of Charles Richardson, Esqutre, and 
others, of the District of Ntagara;--the Petttion of Robert Hodgkisson 
and others, of the Townshtp of Grantham, in the District of Niagara ;-- 
the Petitton of John Hall and others, of Dumfrtes, in the District of 
Gore;--the Petition ion of John D. tense and others, of Beverly and Galt, 
in @alene District of Gore, and of the United States of America;--and the the 
Petitton of the Reverend Thomas Creen and others 

By the Honourable Mr. Moffatt, --The Petition of the Montreal Board 
of Trade -- the Petttton of Str James Stuart, of the City of Quebec, 
Baronet, and of Nicholas Austin, of the Townshtp of Bolton, tn the Dts- 
trict of Montreal;--the Petttion of Thomas Molson, Esquire, and others, 
tnhabitants of the Ctty of Montreal;--and the Petttiton of the Montreal 
Ladies Benevolent Soctety. 

By Mr. Chalmers,--The Petition of the Prestdent, Directors, and Com- 
pany, of the Bronté Harbour;--and the Petttton of Edward Evans and others, 
of the County of Halton. 

By Mr. Jessup, --The Petition of W.N. Bethune and others, members of 
the United Church of England and Ireland, in the Diocese of Toronto. 

By the Honourable Mr. Aylwin,--The Petition of His Grace the Arch- 
btshop of Quebec, and others, inhabitants of the City of Quebec;--and 
the Petttton of George O'Kill’ Stuart, Esquire, and others, of the City 
of Quebec, and its vicinity. 

By the Honourable Mr. Cayley,--The Petttion of the Reverend John 
Hickte and others, members of the United Church of England and Iretand, 
in the town of Stratford and its vicinity, in the Diocese of Toronto. 


Petitions read. Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the follow- 
ing Petittons were read:-- 

Of L.G. Brown and others, of the County of Beauharnots, praying for 

the liquidation of their clatms for losses sustained during the troubles 
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of 1888. 

J Of William Bowron and others, of the Townships of Godmanchester and 
Hinchinbrook, in the County of Beauharnots, praying to be incorporated 
as "The Beauharnois Plank Road Company." 

Of Eden Colville, Esquire, M.P.P. and others, of the setgntory of 
Beauharnots, praying for atd to construct a Bridge across the River Cha- 
teauguay, at Ogilvie's Rapids. 

Of Thomas L. Crooke, Esquire, and others, inhabitants of the Town- 
ships of Sarnia and Plympton, praytng for atd to open a road along the 
shores of Lake Huron, through the said Townships, to the Canada Company's 
lands at Bosanquet. 

Of Clements Bradley and others, inhabitants of the Townshtp of 
Gloucester, tn the District of Dalthouste; praytng for the permanent es- 
tabltshment of a certain Line surveyed tn 1837, between Lots letter A 
and number 1 tn the Gore of the said Township. 

Of D.M. Dougall and others, Freeholders and inhabitants of Upper 
Canada; praying that the time allowed by the Act incorporating the Nta- 
gar gara and Detroit Rivers Ratlroad Company, for the completion of the said 
ser may be extended two years. 

Of the Ladies of the Montreal Protestant Orphan Asylum; praytng for 
an atd tn support of the satd Institution. 

Of Augustin Perrault and others, Merchants and Tradesmen of the City 
of Montreal, in the District of Montreal; praying to be allowed to as- 
tablish a Bank tn the City of Montreal. 

Of George Brown and others, tnhabttants of the Northern Divtston of 
Owen's Sound; praytng for atd to tmprove the Road between Dundas and 
Owen's Sound. 

Of the Mayor and Counctllors of the City of Quebee; praytng that the 
Act tneorporating the Quebec Gas Light and Water Company may be repeated. 

Of the Munietpal Counetl of the Distriet of Niagara; praying that no 
alterattons may be made tn the Common Sehool Act, except those prayed 
for by them tn a former Petttton. 

Of the Munictpal Counctl of the District of Talbot; praying that the 
time allowed by the Act tneorporating "the Niagara and Detrott Rivers 
Ratlroad Company" for the completion of the said work be extended two 
years. 

Of M. Mason and others, members of the Untted Church of England and 
Ireland, of the Township of Kingston, tn the Dtocese of Toronto; and of 
the Reverend Job Deacon and others, members of the Untted Church of 
England and Ireland, tn the Parishes of Adolphustown and Fredericks- 
burgh, in the Diocese of Toronto; praying that measures may be adopted 
for vesting in the Church Soctety of the Diocese of Toronto for the 
benefit of the satd Church, such a portion of the Clergy Reserve Lands 
as shall correspond wtth thetr share of the tneome artstng from the same. 

Of the Reverend R.G. Plees and others, members of the United Church 
of England and Ireland, in the Diocese on Quebec; ee Of Huis Wht tney 
and others, members of the Untted Chureh of Englan d and Ireland, tn the 
Diocese of Quebec, in connexton with St. George's Chapel, Montreal; 
praying that measures may be adopted for vesting tn the Church Society 
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of the Diocese of Quebec, for the benefit of the said Church, such a por- 
tton of the Clergy Reserve Lands as shall correspond with thetr share of 
the tneome artstng from the same. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the Distriet of Niagara; praying that a 
more economical mode of disposing of the wild Lands of the Province be 
devised, and that the funds artstng from the same be applied to the 
support and maintenance of Common Schools and Literary Institutions. 

Of Dantel Hoover and others, tnhabttants of the Township of Walpole, 
in the District of Talbot; and of James L. Green and others, inhabitants 
of the Township of Townsend, tn the District of Talbot; praying that the 
eontroul of the Clergy Reserve Lands be not given into the hands of one 
or more Reltgious Soectettes, but that the same may be sold as heretofore. 

Of C.P. Huot, Esqutre, and others, inhabitants of the Parish of Baie 
St. Paul, in ree County of Saguenay; praying that a sum of money be 
placed at the dtsposal of the Board of Works for the purpose of construct- 
ing a Bridge over the "Rivtére du Gouffre." 

Of Alexis Ottsse and others, of the Parish of Bate St. Paul, in the 
County of Sag Saguenay 5 | praying that a Sun be granted for the improvement of 
the Roads in the said Parish. 


(46) 

Of James Alexander and other, Navigators, restding tn the County of 
Saguenay; praying to be made Branch Pilots for the River Saguenay exclus- 
tively, and for a Tariff of Fees. 

Of the Reverend L.A. Bourret and others, inhabttants of the County 
of Saguenay; praying that a small house be erected at "La Rivtére aux 
Outardes," wtth a depot of provistons, and that a Schooner and a Life 
Boat be constructed at the expense of Government, for the purpose of sav- 
tng the lives of persons shtpwrecked on the Manicouagan Shoals, and other 
places, and that a Keeper be appointed to the satd station. 

Of Simeon Destrotsmatsons, Esquire, and others, of St. Urbain and 
other Partshes in the County of Saguenay; praying that a sum be geainee 
them to enable them to butld a Bridge over the "Rivtére du Gouffre.' 

Of the Reverend B. Honorat and others, restding on the River Saguenay ; 
and of David Gagnon and others, residing on the River Saguenay; praying 
that certatn changes be made tn the Laws respecting property, tn order 
to meet the extgenctes of that Settlement. 

Of the Muntctpal Council of the District of Stimeoe; praying to be 
authorized to tmpose a Tax upon improved properties within the satd Dts- 
brtew. 

Of the Muntctpal Counetl of the District of Simcoe; praying to be 
authorized to Assess and Collect a certain Rate of Taxes on Town Lots tn 
the District Town of Barrte. 

Of the Municipal Council of the District of Simcoe ; praytng to be 
authorized to Levy and Collect a Tax upon wild Lands tn the said District. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Simcoe; praying that the 
Registry Office may be removed to Barrte, the District Town. 

Of Gerald Alley and others, inhabitants of the Township of Oro; pray- 
ing for atd to improve a certain Road through the satd Townshtp. 

Of James Wiekens, Esquire, President of the Simcoe Agricultural 
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Society; praying for the establishment of a Provinetal Agricultural Soe- 
iety; and that an atd be granted for that pEpeee, and for the endowment 
of a Professorship of Agriculture in King's College. 

Of John R. Gemmill, of the town of Lanark, in the District of Bath- 
urst; praying that he may recetve a grant of land made to the late Rev- 
erend John Gemnill, hts father, but not located by him. 

Of the Reverend A.G. Laurie, and others, mintsters and members of the 
Christian Universalist Assoetatton of Canada West; praying to be recog- 
nized by law, as entitled to the right and privileges enjoyed by other 
Christian Bodies in the Province. 

Of Joseph Louts Héon, of the Township of Somerset; praying for in- 
demnity on account of loss artsing from the construction of the Artha- 
baska Road. 

Of Ebenezer Jewell, of Demorestville; praying for a grant of land, 
in consideration of hts services and sufferings during the late war with 
the Untted States. 

Of Stephen Bowerman, of the Townshtp of Hollowell, itn the District 
of Prince Edward; complaining that a certain lot tn the satd Township, 
purchased by him from Government, does not contain the amount of land 
spectfied in the Letters Patent, and praying Reltef. 

Of Samuel De Veaux and others, of Niagara Falls; praying for an Act 
of ineorporattons, for the purpose of constructing a Bridge across the 
River Niagara, at the Falls. 

Of Donald M'Dermid, of Cornwall, formerly an officer in the Militta 
of Glengarry, praying for certain arrears of penston. 

Of Lachlan Bell and others, of Upper Canada; praying that the time 
allowed by the Act incorporating "the Niagara gara and Detrott Rivers Rail- 
road Company," for the completton of the said work, may be extended two 
years. 

Of Richard Millar and others, the President and Members of the Board 
of Poltce of the town of Niagara; praying for a repeal of so much of 
the Act 59 Geo. III. chap. 7, as makes the rate of Assessment on town 
Lots £50, as far as regards the satd town. 

Of the Munictpal Counetl of the District of Niagara; praying for the 
passing of an Act to close up certatn allowances for a road in Grantham. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Niagara; praying for a 
repeal of so much of the Act 59 Geo. III., Chap. 7, as values Town Lots 
at £50, in so far as the same relates to the Towns of Ntagara and Queens- 
ton. 

- Of the Muntetpal Couneil of the District of Niagara; praying for the 
passing of an Act requiring all public Temperance and other Houses to 
provide suttable accommodatton for travellers. 

Of David Johnston and others, of the Townshtp of Kilkenny, Canada 
East; praying for atd to open a road, and that the satd Townshtp be 
declared a dtstinet Munitctpaltty. 

Of the Honourable J.R. Valltéres de St. Réal and others, the Justices 
of Her Majesty ' s Courts of Queen's Bench, in Lower Canada; praying for 
the passing of an Act to ascertain and determine the travelling expenses 
of the Justices of the said Courts in Lower Canada. 
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Of Joseph Lemonde of Montreal; complaining that he has been dismtiss- 
ed from the sttuatiton of a Messenger to the Legislative Assembly, and 
praying for an tnqutry into the causes of hts removal. 

Of John Sharples, Esquire, Supervisor of Cullers, of the City of 
Quebec; praying for an tnerease of salary, as recommended and prayed for 
by ae Petition of certain Merchants and shtppers of lumber of the said 
CULY . 

Of Mrs. Marton Gtbb and other Ladies, Members of the Committee of 
Management of the Charles Street Infant School, Quebec; praying for an 
atd tn support of the satd Institution. 

Of Lady E. Stuart and other Ladies, the Committee of the Quebec 
Infant Sehool; praying for atd tn support of the satd Institution. 

Of the Reverend J.B. Coté and others, of the Sergniortes of Métis, 
Pachot and Matane, in the County of Rimouski; praying that a sum of money 


sah eS | 
be granted to them to make a road from Metts to Matane. 














Petitions re- Resolved, That the Petition of Isaac Law and others, 
ferred. be referred to a Select Committee, composed of 
Isaac Law, ae Colville, Mr. Macdonald of Kingston, Mr. 
otal. Stewart of Bytown, Mr. DeWitt and Mr. Price, 


to examine the contents thereof, and to report 
thereon, with all conventent speed, by Bill or 
otherwise; wtth power to send for persons, papers and records. 


Willtam Ordered, That the Petition of Willtam Bowron and 
Bowron, et al. others, of the Townships of Godmanchester and 
eee Hinchinbrook, in the County of Beauharnots; the 
ae ee ee Petition of Augustin Perrault and others, Mer- 
a chants and Tradesmen, of the City of Montreal, 
tn the District of Montreal; and the Bill to 
Dempsey's Re- authorize the Courts of Queen's Beneh and 
itef Bull. Chancery in Upper Canada in thetr dtscretton, 


to admtt John W. Dempsey to practtce as an 
Attorney and Solicitor therein; be referred to the Standing Committee on 
Private Brice. 





Samuel De- Resolved, That the Petition of Samuel De Veaux and 
Veaux, et al. others, of Niagara Falls, be referred to a 


Select Committee, composed of Mr. Merritt, the 
Honourable Mr. Daly, the Honourable Mr. Baldwin, Mr. Diekson, and Mr. 


(47) : 
Cummings, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon, wtth 
all convenient speed, by Bill or otherwise; with power to send for per- 
sons, papers, and records. 


John R. Resolved, That the Petttton of John R. Gemmtll, of 
Gemmtll. the Town of Lanark, in the District of Ba- 


thurst, be re e ferred to a Select Committee, com- 
posed of Mr. Cameron, Mr. Webster, Mr. Stewart of Bytown, Mr. Maddone lL 
of Stormont, and the Honourable Mr. Morin, to examine the contents there- 
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of, and to report thereon, with all convenient speed; with power to 
send for persons, papers, and records. 





Thoe. 8, nerd, Ordered, That the Petitton of the Reverend Thomas 

eb. al. B. Read and others, members of the United 
Church of England and Ireland, in the Partsh 

F, W. Sandys. of Port Burwell, in the Dtocese of Toronto; 





and the Petitton of the Reverend Francis 
William Sandys and others, members of the Untted Church of England and 
Ireland, tn Howard and other Townships, tn the Dtocese of Toronto, be 
referred to the Select Committee to whtch was referred the Petition of 


the Chureh Soctety of the Dtocese of Toronto, and other references. 


Mayor, &c., of Resolved, That the Petitton of the Mayor and 
Quebec. Counetllors of the City of Quebec, be referred 

to a Select, Commtttee, composed of Mr. Chabot, 
the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, the Honourable Mr. Daly, the Honourable Mr. 
Morin, and Mr. Laurtn, to examine the contents thereof, and to report 
thereon with all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 


MR. W. STEWART, of By town, ((moved)) that a petition be referred to 
a select committee, with power to report by bill or otherwise. 6 


MR. BALDWIN said, that he thought it an objectionable course to 
give committees, on subjects of this kind, leave to report by bill. 
There ought to be a report of facts first made to inform the House and 
upon which to ground the permission to introduce a bids. ? 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER, without knowing, or wishing to know, the names 
of parties referred to by the motion, entirely agreed with the sugges-— 
tion of the learned member for the Fourth Riding of York, and would 
recommend that the words "by bill" be struck out.8 


MR. W. STEWART agreed that the words "by bill" be expunged.? 


(47) 
lim. Roger- Resolved, That the Petition of Willtam Rogerson 
son, et al. and others, Manufacturers of Lwnber, of the 


Provinee of Canada, be referred to a Select 
Committee, composed of Mr. Stewart of Bytown, the Honourable Mr. Moffatt, 
the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, Mr. Cameron, and Mr. Leslie, to examine the 
contents thereof, and to report thereon wtth all conventent speed; with 
power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Oxford Mr. Chauveau, Chatrman of the Select Commtttee 
Electton. appotnted to try the merits of the Petttton of 


the Honourable Francis Hineks, of the City of 
Montreal, complatntng of the undue Election and Return of Robert Riddell, 
Esquire, Sitting Member for the County of Oxford, reported that the 
Committee met this day at nine o'clock, A.M., but were unable to pro- 
ceed to bustness, tn consequence of the absence of Mr. Bertrand, a 
member of the Committee. 


Ordered, That Mr. Bertrand, Member for the County of Rimouski, do attend 
tn hits place in thts House, to-morrow. 
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On motion of Mr. Dickson, seconded by Mr. Roblin, 


Middlesex Ordered, That the Order of thts House of yesterday, 
Election, "That William H. ai of the Town of London, 


Esqutre; e; George S. Tiffany, of the Town of 
Hamilton, Esquire; and Thomas D. Warren, of the Village of St. Thomas, 
Esquire, Commissioners appointed to take evidence in the matter of the 
Contested Electton for the County of Middlesex, having been gutlty of 
neglect, tn not returning the Commisston tssued by the Order of the House, 
be summoned to appear at the Bar of thts House; and that they bear 
the expense of the Summons;" be now read. 


The said Order was read accordingly. 


Ordered, That George S. Tiffany, Esqutre, one of the satd Commtsstoners, 
be now called to appear at the Bar of this House, to be examined on the 
subject matter of the Contested Electton for the County of Middlesex. 


Gio. TL anu. The said George S. Tiffany, Esquire, was accord- 
Esquire. ingly called, and appeared at the Bar of the House, 


and was examined by the Honourable Mr. Soliettor 
General Sherwood, as follows:-- 


Question 1. Are you one of the Commisstoners appotnted by this House 
to take the Evtdence on the trtal of the Contested Electton for the 
County of Middlesex. 


Answer. JI am. 


Question 2. Why has not a Return been made by the Commtsstoners of 
thetr proceedings upon the satd Commission. 


Answer. I appear at the Bar of this Honourable House, in obedience 
to an Order of thts Honourable House, tn the matter of the Contested 
Electton for the County of Middlesex, calling upon the Commtsstoners to 
account for thetr neglect tn not returning the Commtsston tssued by Or- 
der of thts Honourable House. I beg to state, for the information of 
this Honourable House, that the Commissioners finished taking evidence 
early in the month of July last, and adjourned over to the 16th day of 
October last, tn order then to make the Return of the Commission. 

I was unable to give my attendance on that day, in consequence of 
severe tliness whteh confined me to my bed, and therefore I had, some 

days previously, requested Mr. Notman to inform the other Commisstoners 
of my tnabiltty to attend on the day to which we had adjourned; from 
this time, until the month of February, I had no communtcatton with 
etther of the other Commnisstoners, excepting with reference to the entry 
on the record of our proceedings, of a minute made by me explanatory 
of the causes of our adjournment from the month of March to that of 
June, 1845, and also containing my optnion as to alleged Protest satd 
to have been made by one of the contending parttes. 

On the second day of February last, being at London, I saw Mr. Hor- 
ton, the Chatrman of the Commisston, who informed me, to my surprtse, 
that he had agatn adjourned to some day im March last. I then stated to 
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him that unless the Commisston should be returned, by the first day of 
the meeting of Parliament, that I feared tt would be considered a con- 
tempt of thts Honourable House. I also urged him to make the Return as 
soon as posstble; stnce that time I have had no communication from et- 
ther of the Commtsstoners, but I have heard it rumoured tn thts City 
that they had agatn adjourned to some day in the present month. 

I also beg leave to state, that my place of restdence ts about 
etghty mtles dtstant from that of the other Commisstoners, and the 
places for holding the sittings of the Commtsston, which rendered fre- 
quent personal intercourse with them tneonventent. My optnton was, and 
ts, that the Chairman has the dtrectton of the movements of the Commts- 
stoners, and that the duty of returntng the Commtsston more parttcularly 
devolves upon him. I was also of the optnion that, having been unavotd- 
ably absent upon the stxteenth day of October last, my stgnature and 
seal to the return was unnecessary; still had I been requested to asstst 
in making the return at any subsequent time, I would most cheerfully 
have done so. 

I beg to assure thts Honourable House, that I have endeavoured, on 
oceastons, fatthfully to discharge my duttes as a Commisstoner tn 


(48) 
this matter, and that nothtng would give me greater concern and regret 
than to be constdered dtsobedtent to the lawful commands of thts Honour- 
able House, or disrespectful of tts high powers and privileges.11 


7 


a ii L 


COL. PRINCE said he considered Mr. Tiffany's excuse sufficient to 
exonerate him, and he hoped that some Member of the Committee would 
move that his excuse be received. 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD then moved, seconded by MR. AYLWIN, that G. 
Db. taittany, Esq. withdraw. 13 


(48) 
Ordered, That George S. Tiffany, Esqutre, be dtrected to wtthdraw. 
Mr. Tiffany then withdrew. 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD ((then)) ... moved, seconded by MR. AYLWIN 
that George S. Tiffany, Esq., had satisfactorily answered the chargel4 
of neglectl5 brought against him by the Committee, and that the order 
of the house by which he was made to appear be discharged. 16 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD said that with regard to the remaining Com- 
missioners, upon whom the blame appeared to be thrown, by Mr. Tiffany's 
answer, summonses should be issued for their appearance at the Bar 
forthwith. 1/ 


(48) 

Resolved, That the satd George S. Tiffany, Esquire, has satisfactorily 
answered the neglect charged against him as one of the Commtsston- 
ers for taking evtdence on the trtal of the Contested Election for 
the County of Middlesex. 


Ordered, That the Order of thts House of yesterday, "That Willtam H. 
Horton, of the Town of London, Esquire; George S. Tiffany, of the 
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Town of Hamilton, Esquire; and Thomas D. Warren, of the Village of 
St. Thomas, Esquire, Commissioners appointed to take evidence in the 
matter of the Contested Election for the County of Middlesex; having 
been gutlty of neglect in not returning the Commission tssued by 

the Order of the House, be summoned to appear at the Bar of thts 
House, and that they bear the expense of the Summons;" be discharged, 
in so far as tt relates to the satd George S. Tiffany, Esquire. 


DR. TACHEL8 moved an address to his Excellency for the statement of 
the expenses of the Administration of Justice in Upper Canada, for the 
FearerTsay ye Lor wHss yaueigg La 


MR. AYLWIN seconded the motion, which he hoped would pass, owing to 
many honorable members laboring under a wrong impression relative to the 
expense. The motion went to ask what portion was paid from the public 
treasury, and what portion out of the district funds, or other local 
subdivisions. 


MR. DUGGAN had no objection to the motion, provided it included 
Lower Canada. He thought the distinction should not be made, 21 


MR. MERRITT was of opinion that the motion should include the years 
1836 and 1840. Because in the former, the administration of justice 
being before the establishment of double circuits, had cost but £3800, 
and since the year 1840 it had greatly increased. 22 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD hoped the hon. member would consent to in- 
clude Lower Canada. Hon. members would then be able to see the contrast 
of the amounts paid out of the general revenues, 23 


DR. TACHE had no objection to include Lower Canada in his motion, 
but he thought it unnecessary to enter upon any date anterior to the 
Union. 2 


(48) 

On motion of Mr. Taché, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, 
Address: Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Administration His Excellency, the Administrator of the Go- 
of Justice. verrment; praying that Hits Excellency wtll 


cause to be latd before this House, a state- 
ment for the years 1841, 1842, 1843, 1844, and 1845, of the amount of 
expenses tneurred for the support of the Administration of Justice tin 
thts Province,--spectfying how much thereof ts defrayed out of the 
Provinetal Treasury, and the portton borne by the Districts or of other 
Localities. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency, the Ad- 
mintstrator of the Government, by such Members of thts House, as 
are of the Honourable the Executive Councetl of thts Province. 


Members Resolved, That a Message be sent to the Honour- 
of Legislative able the Legtslattve Counetl, praying their 
Counetl to at- Honours will permit the Honourable Thomas 
tend Select M'Kay, one of their Members to attend the 


Committees. Select Committee of thts House, to whtch is 
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referred the Petition of Hamnett Pinhey, Esqutre, Warden of the Municipal 
District of Dalthouste, on Frtday next, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, 
to be examined on the subject of the satd Reference. 


Ordered, That Mr. Stewart of Bytown, do carry the satd Message to the 
Legislative Councrl. 


Resolved, That a Message be sent to the Honourable the Legislative Coun- 
etl, praying their Honours will permit the Honourables John Netlson 
and Louts Massue, two of thetr Members, to attend the Select Commit- 
tee of thts House, to whtch ts referred the Petition of Jean Bap- 
tiste Pagé and others, tnhabittants of the Parish of L'Anctenne 
Lorette, and other references on Monday next, at eleven o'clock in 
the forenoon, to be examined on the subject of the said references. 





SS 


Ordered, That Mr. Chauveau do carry the satd Message to the Legislative 
Counctl. 


MR. MERRITT2> said, the object of the motion of which he had given 
notice, was to obtain the amount expended on different portions of the 
St. Lawrence Canal - (hear, hear,) -— the expense attending them since 
opened, with a view of contrasting it with the amount of Tolls received. 
It was his intention to refer the information received to a committee 
of the House, to examine evidence and make a report thereon for the in- 
formation of the public. He (Mr. Merritt) adopted that course2® in or- 
der to bring before the House a matter which had already been publicly 
discussed, and which was of vital importance to the commercial interests 
of the country2/, ((and)) in order to correct the gross misrepresenta- 
tions which had been made. It had been asserted that the Board of 
Trade of this city had memorialized the Government to28 ((provide)) a 
continuous tow path, or, in lieu of that, steam tugs to tow vessels 
from canal to canal, and in and out of the canals29 , to compete with 
individuals in the Forwarding Trade, and that he (Mr. Merritt) had ad- 
vocated that measure; whereas, all that was ever attempted, or ever de- 
signed, was simply to complete the canal from end to end, and open a 
fair competiton between vessel and vessel for the transit of the coun- 
try30, and not to compete with any person.31 At the present time, the 
trade of Canada was at the mercy of the Forwarders, and it would be 
impossible for us to take advantage of free trade with England, unless 
the rates of transport were much reduced. 32 Would it be credited that 
after an expenditure of millions this canal had failed to effect the 
object for which it was constructed, namely, to cheapen transportation 
from our great inland lakes to the ocean and vice versa, and failed to 
produce an income, or any portion of the interest on the capital em- 
ployed in its construction?33 The cost of freight on a barrel of flour 
from Kingston to Montreal, a distance of from 180 to 190 miles, was ls. 
94.34, Would it be credited that the products of Canada are subject 
to a tax of ls. 9. pen barrel Tor-tlour for 100 to 130 miles, and son 
merchandise to £2 10s. per ton, without paying any portion into the rev- 
enue for Toll, when on the Erie Canal before July last only 9d. was 
paid to forwarders for carrying a barrel of flour from Buffalo to Al- 
bany, a distance of 360 miles, without toll? (Hear, hear.)35 These 
were facts generally known. He would ask what was paid on a ton of 
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goods from Prescott to Kingston - it was ten dollars a ton; but if the 
tug-boats were established, it would be much reduced36, to one half the 
price down and to 2 dollars per ton upwards besides payment of toll.3/7 
It may be argued and has been argued with much plausibility, that Gov- 
ernment should in no instance interfere in anything which can be effected 
by private enterprise; this he (Mr. M.) admitted to the fullest possible 
extent, but he maintained that making a continuous navigation or pro- 
viding means to connect portions of that navigation where a towing path 
was impracticable, interferes with no individual or any private inter- 
est whatever, but only assists every description of Craft large or small, 
to pass with certainty and facility. Again it had been said that the 
connection of those Cuts should be left to private enterprise because 
Government does not employ steamers in Atlantic Ports, or Rivers and 
Lakes. This he (Mr. Merritt) also admitted; it would be the height of 
folly for Government to do so, but there was no analogy between the two 
cases.38 In Europe there was no instance of any such tug-boats, neither 
in Liverpool nor any other harbor; and why? because? the Almighty who 
distributes his favours equally to all, has provided wind or tides or 
both, in all these situations, so that any vessel can reach her destin- 
ation when this power is favourable; steam here is a mere question of 
time, it may be employed or dispensed with at pleasure and produce no 
effect on the power of transit for the entire country, not so on this 
Canal which is composed of short cuts, a strong current in places, and 
an intricate channel in those lakes, through which it is impossible 

to beat up"~. At the present time, private parties, after running 
through the canals, had to wait the pleasure or convenience of the for- 
warders before they could return.4l He (Mr. M.) merely called the at- 
tention of members to those facts, in order they might understand his 
object42, He would again repeat, the object of the measure was to com- 
pete with no person: it was to perfect the work,43 We are now soon to 
be left to our own resources, and will be subject to more active compe- 
tition from the Erie canal, it is most important to make the St. Lawrence 
a perfect work; he had no fear of the result, and he would never cease 
keeping the subject before the public until the object for which the 
Canal was constituted, should be accomplished, and that is to cheapen 
the price of meine’? 


(48) 
On motion of Mr. Merritt, seconded by Mr. Cummings, 
Address for Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Statement of Hts Excellency, the Admtntstrator of the Go- 
Expenses, vermment, praying that he wtll be pleased to 
Publte Works. cause the Inspector General to lay before thts 


House, a Statement of the amount expended on 
the different cuts or portions of the St. Lawrence Canals; at what time 
the Cornwall and Beauharnots Canals were opened; the number of people 
employed; the amount of salaries or wages paid; and the expenses tneurred 
on each since opened, with the amount of tolls recteved on up and down 
freight during the same pertod. Also,--To direct the Board of Works 
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to report to this House whether 1t ts their intention to finish thts 
Canal, so as to admit the free passage of vessels from the upper lakes 
to tide-water and back, without transhtpment; and whether it ts thetr 
intention to furntsh a continuous towtng-path, or steam-power, to admit 
the free passage of each vessel between Prescott and Montreal; and if 
not, to report tn what manner vessels are to be supplted with the means 
of returning, where a towing-path ts not provided. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency, the Ad- 
mintstrator of the Government, by such members of thts House as are 
of the Honourable the Executive Counetl of this Province. 


MR. WATTS4? moved for a Select Committee+® of seven to examine the 
two Despatches respecting the Provincial Customs Act of last Session’, 
He stated the reason for so doing, was because he believed that one of 
these Despatches was written upon incorrect information, and the other 
upon no information at al148, and it was to correct the one and supply 
the other than (sic) he moved for the Committee.49 


(48) 
Provinetal Resolved, that the coptes of the Despatehes from 
Customs Act. Her Majesty's Prinetpal Secretary of State for 


the Colontes, respecttvely dated the 25th 
April, 1845, and the 3d February, 1846, with thetr enclosures, relating 
to the Provinetal Customs Act, passed during the last Sesston, and trans- 
mitted to thts House by Message from Hts Excellency, the Admintstrator 
of the Government, on the 26th ultimo, be referred to a Select Commit- 
tee, composed of Mr. Watts, the Honourable Mr. Robinson, Mr. Brooks, the 
Honourable Mr. Cayley, Mr. Lantter, the Honourable Mr. Morin, and Mr. 
DeWitt, to report thereon wtth all convenient speed; with power to send 
for persons, papers, and records. 


The order29 for bringing down Messrs. Horton and Warren was then 
confirmed. 51 


COL. PRINCE hoped the House would reconsider the matter: it would 
be very hard upon these young men who, he believed, erred through ignor- 
ance, to be compelled to come 500 miles?2 from the locality in which 
they lived, to Montreal at this season?3, and -to appear before the House, 
and at their own expense.94 As the Commissioners were both young prac-— 
titioners of the law they probably overlooked the injunctions of the 
Law.2> He would move that the Speaker be requested to order Messrs. Hor- 
ton and Warren to send down, forthwith the commission in the matter of 
the contested election of Middlesex, with the evidence taken thereon, and 
all papers and documents relative thereto, and that the order for their 
appearance at the bar of the House be suspended. 6 


(48) 
Middlesex Mr. Prince moved, seconded by Mr. Smith of 
Eleetton. Frontenac, That an Order do tssue from thts House, 


directed to Wn. H. Horton, Thomas D. Warren, and 
George S. Tiffany, Esqutres, Commissioners appotnted to take evidence 
in the Contested Election for the County of Middlesex, commanding them 
forthwith to return to this House, the Commisston and all the evidence 
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taken by the said Commisstoners in connexton with the said Election 
for the said County, as well as any documents pertaining thereto, which 
may have been produced before them; and that the Speaker's summons for 
thetr attendance be dtspensed with for the present. 


MR. SMITH supported the motion. He did not consider that Messrs. 
Horton and Warren intended contempt to the House. / 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD contended that the Commissioners had acted 
wrong, and it did not matter whether it was from ignorance or neglect; 
it should be shewn to them and to the country, that the House would under 
no circumstances whatever permit such conduct; he (the Solicitor General) 
also thought that the present motion was out of order, it went to res- 
cind the resolution come to by the house yesterday, and if such a course 
was allowed the business of the house would be exposed to great confu- 
sion; a member at any time could take advantage of a thin house to up- 
set former proceedings. 58 


MESSRS. BALDWIN and LAFONTAINE hoped the House would not entertain 
the motion. They did not believe the keeping back the evidence was a 
willful act; yet the conduct of the Commissioners had caused that House 
an inconvenience which it should teach them that it would not submit to 
under any consideration whatever .29 


SIR A. MACNAB. The Speaker thought the motion was not strictly 
out of order, although it would not look well on the journals, 60 


(48) 
The question having been put upon the said motion, a divtston ensued, 
and tt passed tn the negative. 


epere being only four Yeas, MESSRS. PRINCE, SMITH, MYERS, and JOHN- 
STON. 


MR. G. MACDONELL®2 of Dundas, moved, seconded by MR. D. MACDONELL 
of Stormont, - That the house do now resolve itself into a Committee 
of the whole to consider certain Resolutions in favour of extending, 
in Upper Canada, the trial by jury in certain cases.93 Mr. ((G.)) 
Macdonell made this motion for the purpose of ascertaining the opinion 
of the members before going into Committee; he (Mr. McD.) considered 
that the wipht..toei. trialebysjury, was) ther birth right of ‘every British 
subject, and it was a privilege that ought to be sacredly guarded 
against all encroachments; this right was at present infringed upon 
by several Acts, passed by the Legislature of Upper Canada, and he de- 
sired to repeal these Statutes; Magistrates had now the right to try 
many breaches of the revenue laws, and for petty tresspass (sic) &c.94 His 
object was to move a repeal of all those laws which made offences against 
the Customs and Excise Acts to be tried before two magistrates, and to 
tkanster ithe jurisdiction, in such cases, to65 another Court, where 
trial by jury might be obtained. He did not wish to establish any new 
Court or offices, and create additional expenses, but would make use of 
the Division Court which was now in existence, a Court which he thought, 
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was fully competent to take congnizance of the offences already mentioned, 
In the bill which he intended to introduce, if these resolutions should 
pass the house, he would enact, that the subject should be tried in the 
Division Court of the section in which he resided, as the law now stands, 
persons charged with offences against the Revenue Laws, were at the mercy 
of the Inspectors; he had known persons©6 dragged®/ 120 miles from their 
homes68 to the other ((end of the District))69 to be tried/70 at the ar- 
bitrary will of the District Inspector, who, from personal dislike or 
political feeling ... ((had)) ... harass((ed them. This)) was now too 
frequently the case. 


(48) 
On motion of Mr. Macdonell of Dundas, seconded by Mr. Macdonell of 
Stormont, 


Trial by Jury. Resolved, That thts House do now resolve ttself 
tnto a Committee of the whole House for the 
eonstderatton of certain Resolutions to extend the right of Trial by 


Jury, in certain cases, in Upper Canada. 





The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Committee. 
Mr. Sherwood of Brockville, took the Chatr of the Committee. 


MR. G. MACDONELL ((continued:)) The Inspector can now go to any 
Magistrate in the District, perhaps a personal friend, get him to issue 
a summons, returnable before himself and another Justice of the Peace, 
and get the offence tried before these parties who are prejudiced in 
favour of the prosecutor, and thus the unfortunate individual is deprived 
ef. fain justice. /2 The change of jurisdiction would not be attended 
with any increased expense to the country; it would extend the benefits 
of trial by jury, and, what was still more to be wished, allow men to 
be tried by their peers. He was aware that it would be objected to 
this, that there would be a difficulty in obtaining convictions in this 
manner/3, that juries will be inclined to favour the offender, being his 
neighbours, but such an objection cannot be maintained, as the adminis- 
tration of justice in Upper and Lower Canada is so pure, as to be above 
suspicion, the juries are taken from the same class as the magistrates, 
viz: the substantial Yeomen of the country, and surely they are as well 
able to decide the merits of the case, when examining it as juries, as 
when they sit in a judicial capacity/4. He had too high an opinion of a 
British Juryman, to believe that, under any circumstances, his verdict 
would be biassed./5 He (Mr. McD.) was a young member of the house, and 
had no desire to bring in a number of bills; he would therefore, be very 
happy should the ministry take the subject up, and relieve him from the 
responsibilities of this measure. /6 


MR. ERMATINGER opposed the Resolutions, he thought they would have 
the effect of preventing convictions, for unless the parties, who are 
guilty of breaches of the Revenue Laws, can be brought up immediately 
before a judge or magistrate and have the case summarily disposed, these 
laws would become perfectly nugatory, as the guilty individuals were 
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generally persons of no means. The people though they complain of the 
infringement of law will not become informers, so the Inspector is obliged 
to go about the country during the night, and at other times, and search 
out the offenders; the District judge, at least the one in the London 
District, had too much to do at present, and no further duties ought to 

be imposed upon him./7 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER recommended the hon. member or (sic) Dundas not 
to press his motion, but to move that the Committee rise and report pro- 
gress, as he (Mr. D.) wished to have a further consideration of the 
Resolutions. 


MR. G. MACDONELL would be happy to do so, if the Attorney General 
would promise his support to them. /9 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER could not pledge himself .80 


(48) 
And after some time spent therein, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair, 
And Mr. Sherwood of Brockville, reported that the Committee had made 
some progress, and had directed him to move for leave to stt again. 


(49) : 
Ordered, That the satd Committee have leave to stt again on Monday next. 


Member called Mr. Bertrand, Member for the County of Rimous- 
and did not kt, having been called, according to order, did 
appear. not appear. 

La Commu- The Order of the Day for the second reading 
nauté des Ftlles of the Bill to tneorporate "La Communauté des 

de la Charité of Filles de la Charité" of the “Parish of St. Hya- 

St. Hyacinthe, cinthe, in the District of Montreal, for the care 
Incorporation of infirm and stek persons, and for other purposes 
BLLie being read, 

Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time to-morrow. 

Great Western The Order of the Day for the Second Reading of 
Rattlroad Bill. the Btll to alter and amend the charter of the 


Great Western Ratlroad Company, betng read, 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time on Monday next. 


Bilt to Extend The Order of the Day for the Second Reading of 
Great Western of the Bill to tneorporate a Company to extend the 
Ratlroad. Great Western Ratlroad from Hamilton to Toronto, 


betng read, 


Ordered, That the said Bill be read a second time on Monday next. 


Constderatton The Order of the Day for taking into consider- 
of Speech. atton the Speech of His Excellency, the Admintstra- 


tor of the Government, delivered to both Houses 
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of the Provinetal Legislature, at the opening of the present Sesston, 

being read, 
The House proceeded accordingly to take said Speech tnto constderation. 
And the satd Speech was read. 


On motton of the Honourable Mr. Cayley, seconded by the Honourable 
Mr. Attorney General Smith, 


Resolved, That a Supply be granted to Her Majesty. 


Resolved, That thts House will, on Friday next, resolve itself into a 
Committee of the whole House, to consider of the Supply granted to 
Her Majesty. 


Then, on motton of Mr. DeWttt, seconded by Mr. Lesilte, 
The House adjourned. 
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The PILOT, 2 April 1846, reported: "The proceedings in the House last 
evening were not of much importance." 

The debate on this petition was reported by: ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 
16 April 1846; MIRROR, 3 April 1846, which incorrectly noted it among 
the petitions of that day; and CHATHAM GLEANER, 14 April 1846, MONTREAL 
GAZETTE, 3 April 1846, and BRITISH COLONIST, 17 April 1846, in identi- 
cal accounts. The BRITISH COLONIST mistakenly identified it as ocur- 
ring on the agenda for the 3lst of March. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. According to MONTREAL GAZETTE: ''The 
honourable gentleman read the petition, but was inaudible in the 
Reporters" gallery." 

For a discussion on this petition see the APPENDIX of 14 April 1846. 
The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, misdated 30 March 
1846, instead of 1 April 1846, and PILOT, 2 April 186460, in identical 
accounts. 

MIRROR, 1 April 1846, misdated 30 March 1846. 

LBD 
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LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 7 April 1846, commented: "Il est singulier que 
M. Bertrand ne soit pas ici, lorsque tant de personnes ont dit l'avoir 
vu ou avoir entendu parler de lui sur le chemin. Suivant une personne, 
{ii“avait @té vul lundi a4 Berthier; c‘est a 15 lieues de Montréal. Ce 
qu'il y a de bien certain, c'est qu'il n'est pas dans cette ville." 
The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 
1846, and CHATHAM GLEANER, 14 April 1846, in identical accounts; and 
MIRROR, 1 April 1846, and PILOT, 4 April 1846, in identical accounts. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 1 April 1846. 

We EIWE 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 1 April! 1846. 

JSD) 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 1 April 1846, 

and PILOT, 4 April 1846, in identical accounts. Commentaries are con- 
tained in LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 7 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 1 April 1846. 

IBID. 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: CHATHAM GLEANER, 14 April 
1846, MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846, and BRITISH COLONIST, 17 April 
1846, in identical accounts; MIRROR, 1 April 1846, and PILOT, 4 April 
1846, in identical accounts; and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 16 April 1846. 
A commentary may be found in KINGSTON NEWS, 6 April 1846. 
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MIRROR, 1 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 1 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 1 April 1846. 

ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 16 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 1 April 1846. 

ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 16 April 1846. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 
1846, reported the cost as being Ils. 6d. 

MIRROR, 1 April 1846. 

ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 16 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 1 April 1846. ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 16 April 1846, however, 
commented parenthetically: "(We understood the hon. member to say 
four dollars a tom.)7' 

MIRROR, 1 April 1846. 

ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 16 April 1846. 

MERROR, 1 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 1 April 1846. 

ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 16 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 1 April 1846. 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 1 April 1846, 

and PILOT, 4 April 1846, in identical accounts; and. .BRITISH,GOLONIST, 
17 April 1846, and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846, in identical accounts. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 1 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 1 April 1846. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 1 April 1846, 

and PILOT, 4 April 1846, in identical accounts; and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
3 April 1846, and CHATHAM GLEANER, 14 April 1846, in identical accounts. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

EBED. 

MIRROR, 1 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 1 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

Iss INDY- 

MIRROR, 1 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 1 April 1846. 

IBID. PILOT, 2 April 1846, commented: "We were happy to observe 
that there was almost an unanimous vote in favour of sending for the 
Middlesex Commissioners to explain their conduct in withholding the 
evidence." 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 1 April 1846, and 
PILOT, 4 April 1846, in identical accounts; and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 
April 1846, and BRITISH COLONIST, 17 April 1846, in identical accounts. 
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THURSDAY, 2 APRIL 1846. 


(49) 

Sherbrooke MR. SPEAKER latd before the House a statement 
Cotton Fac- of the affatrs of the Sherbrooke Cotton Factory, 
tory. pursuant to the Act 8 Vie. cap. 91. 

(For the satd statement see Appendix I.) 

ALeo., 

Agricultural Reports of Agricultural Soctettes tn Upper and 
Soetettes, U.C. Lower Canada, pursuant to Acts 8th Victorta, chap- 
and L.C. ters 53 and 54. 

(For the satd Reports see Appendtx J.) 
Petttions latd The followtng Petitions were severally brought 
on the table. up and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Brooks,--The Petition of Israel Rice, 
of the Township of Ham, in the Distrtet of St. Francis. 

By the oeo oie Mr. Solicttor General Sherwood,--The Petition of 
the President and Directors of the City of Toronto and Lake Huron Ratl- 
road Company. 

By Mr. Lacoste,--The Petition of Gabriel Marchand, Esquire, Pres- 
tdent, and others, the offtcers and members of the Agricultural Soctety 
of the County of Chambly. 

By Mr. Taché,--The Petttton of Joseph Hudon, Esquire, Prestdent, and 
J. B. Martin, Treasurer of the deen aimee C7 Ot. Pasenal, 

By Mr. Laurin,--The Petition of Frangots Nadeau, of the. Cety oF 
Quebec. 

By Mr. M'Connell,--The Petition of John Quimby and others, of a 
part of the Townshtp of Stanstead; and the Petition of Osgood Peasley 
and others, of the Township of Bolton. 

By Mr. Macdonald of Kingston, n,--The Petttion of John Macara, of the 
Cuty of Toronto. 

By Mr. Cummings,--The Petition of the Reverend G. B. Fuller and 
others, members of the United Church of England and Ireland, tn the 
Parish of Thorold, tn the Diocese of Toronto. 

By Mr. Lantter,--The Pettttion of Joseph | Chaurette and others, of 
the Partsh of Ste. Geneviéve, tn the County of Montreal; and the Pett- 
tion of Edward M | M' Knaughton aughton and others, of the Parishes of Ste. Anne, 
Ste. Genevtéve, and Pointe Clatre. 

By Mr. Smtth of Wentworth,--The Petition of Robert Jarvis Hamilton, 
Rsqutre, and others, inhabitants of the Town of Hamilton, and of the 
Tounshtp of Barton, in the District of Gore. 

By Mr. Chritstie,--The Petition of Pierre Bellivau, Esquire, and others, 
members of the Munictpal Counetl and inhabitants of Grand River, in the 
County of Gaspé. 

By Mr. Meyers,--The Petition of D. E. Boulton, Esquire, and others; 
the Petition of Benjamin Clark and others, Manufacturers of Lumber, 











Lief. 


restding on the St. Lawrence Sectton of the Provinee of Canada; the Pet- 
ttton of Henry Ruttan, Esquire, on behalf of the Public Meeting of the 
District of lewsaaenes and the Petition of Willtam M'Dougall and others, 
of the Township of Hamilton, in the District of Newcastle. 

By Mr. Chauvequ,--The Petition of Joseph Hamel, Esquire, and others, 
of the City of Quebec; and the Petition of the Pooarte Henry Black 
and others, inhabitants of the City of Quebec, and of St. Ambroise, 
and other Partshes. 

By Mr. Macdonald of Kingston,--The Petition of the Honourable Peter 
M'Gill and others, of the City of Montreal; and the Petition of the 
President, Directors, and Company of the Commercial Bank, of the Midland 
District. a 

By the Honourable Mr. Morin,--The Petition of the Munteipal Council 
of Hochelaga. 

By Mr. Boulton,--The Petition of W. B. Jarvis, Esquire, and others, 
tnhabitants of the City of Toronto. 

By the Honourable Mr. Baldwin,--The Petition of James Wallace, of 
the Parish of St. Germain de Rimouski, formerly Light House Keeper at 
Potnte des Monts; the Petition of John Paterson and others, of the Town- 
ship of West t Flamborough, in the District of Gore; and the Petitton of 
John Lesslte and others, inhabitants of the Townshtp of West Flamborough 
in thesO0tetriet of Gore. 

By the Honourable Mr. Robinson,--The Petition of George Shaw, of 
the City of Montreal. 

By Mr. Chabot, --The Petttton of Jacques Blats and others, Batteaux- 
men, restding tn the City of Quebec; the Petition of the Mayor and 
Counetllors of the City of Quebec (1 (relating to the lighting of the 
Streets); and the Petition of the Mayor and Counetllors of the City of 
Quebec (relating to a certain space of ground and Beach). 

by ie. Petrie, =-Te Petition of the Reverend Willtam Bell, Moderator, 
on behalf of the Synod of the Presbyterian Church, in Canada, tn con- 
nection with the Chureh of Seotland. 

By the Honourable Mr. Me fia’, —-the Petition of A. BF. Holmes, M.D. 

















and others, the caret Faculty of M'Gill College; and the “Petition ve 
William Wickes, A.M.; and of Edward Chapman, B.A., of the City of Montreal. 
(50) 


By Mr. Hall,--The Petition of Thomas Fidler and others, members of 
the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in the Townshtps of Fenelon 
and Verulam, in the Dtocese of Toronto. 

By Mr. Duggan,--The Petition of the Honourable Francis Hincks, 
Prestdent and others, members of the St. Patrick's Soctety of Montreal; 
and the Petition of Jacob L. Vangandt ae Jultet Vanzandt, of the City 











By Mr. Prince,--The | Petition oy yon "Bride and others, of Upper 
Canada. 

By Mr. Drummond,--The Petttion of Jostah Classon, of the City of 
Montreal. 

By Mr. Dickson,--The Petttion of the Muntetpal Counetl of the Dis- 
Preeer OF Niagara, (relating to the opening of Roads;) and the Petitton 


278 


of the Municipal Counctl of the District of Niagara, (relating to the 
Bonds of Collectors.) 

By the Honourable Mr. Aylwin,--The Petition of the Right Reverend 
the Lord Bishop of Montreal and others, members of the Untted Church of 
England and Ireland, tn the Dtocese of Quebec; the Petition of John 
Charlton Fisher, Esquire, L.L.D., Prestdent of the St. George's Soctety, 
of the City of Quebee; the Petition of Mrs. Eleanor Teed, of the City 
of Quebec, widow of the late John Teed; and the Petitton of J. C. Fisher, 
Esquire, L.L.D., President of the Literary and Htstortcal Soctety of 
Quebec. 





Petitions read. Pursuant to the Order of the Day the followtng 
Petttions were read:-- 

Of the Right Reverend R. Gaulin, President of the Corporation of 
the College of L'Assomption; praying for the usual Annual Atd towards 
the support of that Institution. 

Of the Reverend Henry Patton and others, members of the Untted 
Church of England and Ireland, in the Partsh of Cornwall, tn the Diocese 
of Toronto; praytng that measures may be adopted for vesting in the 
Church Soetety of the Diocese of Toronto, for the benefit of the satd 
Church, such a portton of the Clergy Reserve Lands, as shall correspond 
with thetr share of the tneome artsing from the same. 

Of Stephen S. Foster, Esquire, Prestdent and others, the Directors 
of the Shefford Academy; praying for atd in support of the satd Instttu- 
CLOMs 

Of John Marshall, sentor, and others, of the County of Halton; pray- 
ing that no dtvtston of the Clergy Reserve Lands be made, as prayed for 
by the Church Soctety of the Dtocese of Toronto. 

Of G. M. Boswell, Esquire, and others; praying to be tnecorporated 
as a Joint Stock Company, for the purpose of constructing a Ratlroad 
from Cobourg to Kingston. 

Of Cotonel A. W. Light and others, of Woodstock and other Towns, in 
the Distrtets of Brock and London; praying for an Act of tneorporattion 
to construct a Ratlroad to Ports Burwell and Rowan, to be called "The 
Woodstock, Port Burwell, and Port Rowan Jotnt Stock Ratlroad and Lumber 
Company." 

Of Joseph Tomlinson, Esqutre, and others, of Markham and other Town- 
shtps tn the Home District; praying that the Board of Works may be auth- 
ortzed and enabled to Plank a certain part of the line of Road leading 
from the satd Townshtps to the City of Toronto. 

Of John Glen, Esquire, and others, the Trustees of the Longueuil 
and Chambly Turnptke Road; complaining that the Corporatton of the Ctty 
of Montreal elatm, unjustly, the control over the approaches to the 
Landing on the Montreal stde of the Ferry between Montreal and Longueutl, 
purchased by the Trustees of the satd Turnptke Road, and have caused the 
Landing to be encumbered by timber, coals, firewood, and grain, and 
other obstructtons for the last two years; to the great inconventence of 
the Publte coming to market from the Townshtps and Partshes on the 
South Shore, and the detriment of the satd Trust; and praying that the 
satd approaches to the Landing, and the Road leading thereto, may be 
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placed under thetr authority, and that the Boat used for the purposes 
of the satd Ferry may be exempted from City Taxes. 

Of Willian Hannah and others, of the Parish of Lachine; praying to 
be exempted from the payment of Toll on the Turnptke Road leading from 
Montreal to Lachine, tn econstderatton of certain land ytelded by them 
for the purposes of the satd Road. 

Of Willtam Robins and others, of the County of Drummond; praytng 
for atd to open a Road, and to construct a Bridge between Stanfold and 
Grantham, in the satd County. 

Of Ambrotse Sivignt and others, of the Parish of St. Antoine de 

Tilly; praying for a Repeal of the Ordinances relating to winter Roads 
and Vehicles, so far as regards the Districts of Quebec and Gaspé, and 
the Munictpal District of Portneuf. 

Of the Reverend Robert R. Burrage of the City of Quebec, praytng 
to be retmbursed the sum of seven hundred and fifty pounds, whtch he 
has lost upon the sale of a building he had purchased for holding the 
Publte Grammar School tn Quebec, of which he was the Teacher under the 
Royal Institution for the promotion of Learning. 

Of H. Jessup, Esquire, and others, inhabitants of the City of 
Quebec; praying that certain By-Laws of the satd City, for the preven- 
tion of fires, may be made permanent by Legislative Enactment. 

Of George O'Kill Stuart, Esquire, and others, Landed Proprietors 
of the District of Quebec; praying to be tncorportated as the "Quebec 
and Melbourne Ratlroad Company," and for an atd to the satd Company of 
£25,000, etther as a Bonus or to be expended tn the purchase of Stock. 

Of John EF, Egan, Esquire, and others, tnhabttants of the County of 
Ottawa, residing on the South Bank of the Ottawa; praying that the 
satd County may be set apart and established as a separate District. 





Petitions re- Ordered, That the Petition of Willtan Hannah and 

ferred: others, of the Parish of Lachine, be referred 
to the Select Commtttee to which was referred 

hin. Hannah, the Petition of E. Guy, Esquire, and others, 

Cine: restding on the Lower Lachine Road; and other 
References. 

Rev. be fauvon Ordered, That the Petition of the Reverend Henry 

Cb.als Patton and others, members of the Untted 


Church of England and Ireland, tn the Parish 
of Cormall, tn the Dtocese of Toronto; and the Petition of the Reverend 
Job Deacon and others, members of the United Church of England and 
Ireland, in the Parishes of Adolphustown and Fredericksburg, in the 
Diocese of Toronto, be referred to the Select Committee, to which was 
referred the Petition of the Church Soctety of the Diocese of Toronto. 


wm. Peacock, Ordered, That the Petition of Wtlltam Peacock 
gL al. and others, lessees and occupants of Clergy 


Reserves, in the Township of Trafalgar, in 
the District of Gore; the Petition of John Lyon and others, tnhabttants 
of the Townshtp of Esquestng, tn the Gore District; the Petition of 
Dantel Hoover and others, inhabitants of the Township of Walpole, in 
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the District of Talbot, and the Petttton of James L. Green and others, 
inhabitants of the Township of Townsend, in the District of Talbot; be 
referred to the Select Committee to which was referred the Petition of 


George Roe and others, of the County of Russell. 





(52) 
Col. A. W. Ordered, That the Petition of Colonel A. W. Light 
Light, et al. and others, of Woodstock and other Towns tn 


the Distrtets of Brock and London, be referred 
to the Standing Committee on Private Bills. 


John Egan, Resolved, That the Petition of John Egan, Esquire, 
Esqutre, et al. and others, inhabitants of the County of 


Ottawa, restding on the South Bank of the 
Ottawa, be referred to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Stewart of 
Bytoun, the Honourable Mr. Papineau, the Honourable Mr. Attorney General 
Smith, Mr. Drummond, and Mr. Cameron, to examine the contents thereof, 
and to report thereon with all conventent speed; with power to send 
for persons, papers, and records. 


James Dean, Resolved, That the Petttion of James Dean, Esqutre, 
Esquire, et al. and others, Merchants of Quebec, be referred 


to a Select Commtttee, composed of the Honour- 
able Mr. Aylwin, Mr. Chabot, Mr. Chauveau, Mr. Christie, and Mr. Laurin, 
to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon with all conven- 
tent speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


James Alexander Resolved, That the Petitton of James Alexander 

cba. and others, Navigators, residing tn the County 
of Saguenay, be referred to a Select Committee, 

composed of the Honourable Mr. Laterriére, the Honourable Mr. Attorney 

General Smtth, Mr. Christte, Mr. Taché, and Mr. Chauveau, to examine the 

contents thereof, and to report thereon with all convenient speed; 

with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 














Niagara Munt- Resolved, That the Petition of the Muntetpal 
etpal Council. Counetl of the Distriet of Niagara, (relating 


to Temperance Houses,) be referred to a 
Seleet Committee, composed of Mr. Dickson, Mr. Cummings, Mr. Roblin, 
and Mr. Maedonald of Cornwall, to examine the contents thereof, and to 
report thereon wtth all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 


Resolved, That the Petttion of the Muntctpal Counectl of the District 
of Niagara, (relating to a Road tn Grantham,) be referred to a 
Select Committee, composed of Mr. Dickson, Mr. Cummings, Mr. Macdon- 
ald of Cornwall, and Mr. Merritt, to examine the contents thereof, 
and to report thereon with all convenient speed; wtth power to send 
for persons, papers, and records. 


On motton of Mr. Dickson, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Solicitor 
General Sherwood, 
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Middlesex Ordered, That the Select Committee appointed to 
Eleetton. try the mertts of the Petitton of William Not- 


man, Esquire, of Dundas, in the Gore District, 
complaining of the undue Electton and Return of Edward Ermatinger, Es- 
quire, to represent the County of Middlesex tn this present Parliament, 
have leave to adjourn until the twentieth day of April instant. 





Oxford Mr. Chauveaus Chairman of the Select Committee 
Election. appotnted to try the merits of the Petttion of the 


Honourable Franets Hineks, of the City of Montreal, 
complaining of the undue Electton and Return of Robert Riddell, Esqutre, 
Sitting Member for the County of Oxford, reported that the Committee 
met this day at ntne o'clock, A.M., pursuant to adjournment, but were 
unable to proceed to business tn consequence of the absence of Mr. Ber- 
trand, a member of the Committee. ea 


Member to Ordered, That Mr. Bertrand, Member for the County 
attend in of Rimouskt, do attend in his place in this 
his place. House to-morrow. 

Report on Pe- Mr. Laurin, from the Select Commtttee to which 
tition of J. M. was referred the Petttion of Jean Marie Robitatlle 
Robitaille, et al. and others, of the Partsh of L'Anctenne Lorette, 


and other References, presented to the House the 
Report of the satd Committee, whitch was agatn read at the Clerk's table, 
and ts as followeth:-- 
Your Committee have examined the Petitions, to them referred, and 
are of optnion that the prayers therein contained should be granted, 
and that a Bill should be tntroduced for that purpose. 


Winter Roads Ordered, That Mr. Laurin have leave to bring tn 
Berl. a Bill to repeal two certain Ordinances therein 





mentioned, relating to Winter Roads tn that 
part of the Provinee heretofore Lower Canada, in so far as regards the 
District of Quebec, the District of Gaspé, and that part of the District 
of Three Rivers which ts or was the Municipal District of Portneuf. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Wednesday next. 











Report on Pe- Mr. Woods, from the Select Committee to whtch 
titton of Cap- was referred the Petition of Richard E. Vidal, 
Lath Veda, Commander, of the Royal Navy, presented to the 


House the Report of the said Committee, whitch 
was again read at the Clerk's table, and ts as followeth:-- 

Your Committee have examtned the contents of the Petttion, and 
have heard the Petitioner's statement, which ts hereto appended, and 
have agreed to report a Bill, whtch they herewtth submtt for the 
adoptton of your Honourable House; and they cannot but express their 
regret that the Pettttoner should have been subject to the heavy legal 
and other expenses whtch he has necessarily incurred tn defending the 
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prosecutions against him, relative to the roads whtch have formed the 
subject of enquiry by this Committee, 

Captain Vidal, Royal Navy, examined. 

Questton. 

You complain tn your Petition of the great expenses you have incurred 
in defending your right to the road tn question. Pray state what they 
are? 

Answer. 

My expenses have been occastoned by the peculiarity of my sttuatton, 
the curcumstance of the Crown having originally granted me this road 
by Patent; made tt a ease which could only be decided in Her Majesty's 
Court of Queen's Bench, where it was trted. The opposing party using 
every means tn thetr power, to put me to the greatest possible expense. 
I had also, in consequence of the Judges' dectston, to re-purchase land 
sold by me some years ago, and also a good three story House, with brick 
basement, whteh had been erected thereon (wtthout any remonstranece from 
the parties now prosecuting), and for which alone, although less than 
half an acre, I had to pay eleven hundred and fifty dollars. I have 
been further obliged to fenee off this, now declared road across my 
two lots, and whtch road had never been used, tn any way, as a road, 
and had been ten years closed up by fences, prtor to this prosecution. 

I have further ineurred great expenses tn travelling to Sandwich, London, 
and Montreal, tn defence of my rights, bestdes the loss of time and 
anxtety tneurred, and these expenses together, amount to the sum of 
three hundred pounds, Currency. 





Vidal's vesting Ordered, That Mr. Woods have leave to bring in 
BLLL. @ Bill to vest in Richard FE. Vidal, his hetre 


and asstgns, the Government allowance for a 
road across certain lots of land in the Township of Sarnia, tn the 
Western District, now belonging to him. 


(52) 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time on Monday next. 


Publte Lands Ordered, That Mr. Macdonell of Stormont, have 
BLL. leave to bring in a Bill to extend the pro- 


vistons of the 13th Sectton of an Act of the 
Provinee of Canada, intituled, "An Act for the disposal of Publte Lands," 
and to amend the said Act in other respects, and, further, to provide 
for the final settlement of Land Claims. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House. 


MR. D. MACDONELL of Stormont, said the Bill which I have the honor 
of introducing to the notice of this House, is connected with public 
land transactions of this Province, and is intended to re-establish a 
meritorious class of Her Majesty's subjects in rightsof which they 
were deprived by the enacting of what is termed the Act for the dis- 
posal of Public Lands. The Act to which I beg to draw the attention of 
this honourable house was passed on the 18th of September 1841, but 
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as a measure which was of a highly important character was reserved 

for Her Majesty's pleasure, and was not promulgated till the 30th day 
of May, 1842, and on the last day of that year by the provisions of 
this Act, the right of certain persons who had rendered favourable, and 
in some instances distinguished services to the Crown, and to this 
Country in particular were extinguished if not presented prior to the 
first day of January, 1843, that if the parties who were so seriously 
affected by the passages of the Act in question, had had an opportunity 
of being informed on a certain day their claims would be extinct unless 
submitted to the Government previous to the first of January, 1843, 
then there would be no necessity for the measure which I have now the 
honour to introduce, but I maintain the position that the parties have 
been taken by surprise, therefore a further time ought to be offered 

to close these claims in an honorable manner. 


(52) 


and the same was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered 
to be read a second time on Monday next. 


MR. MERRITT3 moved an address for statement of ... the amount 
expended for the maintenance of the Police force in 1845, shewing the 
number employed on the different canals, and the payments to each.4 


(52) 
On motion of Mr. Merritt, seconded by Mr. Dickson, 
Address for Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Statement of Hts Excellency, the Admintstrator of the Gov- 
Expenses of ernment, praying that He will be pleased to 
Police Force. cause the Inspector General to lay before this 


House, the amount expended for the maintenance 
of the Police Force, for the year 1845, spectfying the nuwnber employed 
on the different Canals, and payment to each; and also, a Return for the 
years 1843 and 1844, applied for by the House during the last Session. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency, the Ad- 
mintstrator of the Government, by such Members of thts House, as 
are of the Honourable the Executive Council of thts Province. 

A Message from the Legislative Council, by John Fennings Taylor, 

Esquire, one of the Masters tn Chancery. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 
Thursday, 2d April, 1846. 


Legts lative Ordered, That one of the Masters tn Chancery do 
Counetllors go down to the Legtslative Assembly and ac- 
permitted to _at- quatnt that House that the Legtslative Council 
tend Select do give leave to the Honourable Thomas M'Kay, 
Committees. one of thetr Members, to attend the Select 


Committee, to whitch ts referred the Petitton 
of Hamnett Pinhey, Esqutre, Warden of the Municipal Distrtet of Dal- 
houste, on Friday next, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, to be examined 
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And also, 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 
Thursday, 2d April, 1846. 


Ordered, That one of the Masters tn Chancery do go down to the Legis- 
lative Assembly, and acquatnt that House that the Legislative Coun- 
ceil do give leave to the Honourables John Neilson, and Louts Massue, 
two of thetr Members, to attend the Select Committee to whtch ts 
referred the Petttton of Jean Baptiste Pagé and others, inhabitants 
of the Parish of L'Anetenne Lorette, and other References, on Monday 
next, at eleven o'clock tn the forenoon, to be examined on the sub- 
ject of the satd References, tf they think fit. 

And then he wtthdrew. 





MR. WATTS? moved the House into Committee to amend the Agricultural 
Act of last Session. 


(a2 
On motton of Mr. Watts, seconded by Mr. M'Connell, 
Agriculture, Resolved, That thts House do now resolve ttself 
(SL tnto a Committee of the whole House, to con- 





stder the expediency of amending the Act 8 
Viet. cap.58, for the encouragement of Agriculture in Lower Canada. 
The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Committee. 


Mr. Price took the Chatr of the Committee, 


MR. WATTS ... in moving the adoption of two resolutions, said 
that in consequence of the Act making it necessary for Agricultural 
Societies to be incorporated in June last in order to obtain its bene- 
fits, many districts had been unable to avail themselves of it. The 
first resolution was therefore intended to legalise such Societies as 
had been formed since that period. 

The object of the second resolution was to enable the County Socie- 
ties to expend a larger sum than that allowed by the Bill, £50, in the 
purchase of improved breeds of stock, seeds, &c./ 


MR. SCOTT thought the subject of these resolutions was of too much 
importance to be hastily dealt with; he therefore hoped the member for 
Drummond would be content with the adoption of the first resolution, and 
would allow the Committee to rise and report progress, in order to give 
time for members to examine into the merits of the second.® 


MR. WATTS. During the space of thirty years before the Union the 
Legislature of Lower Canada had passed Agricultural Bills every two or 
three years, but none of them had succeeded but the one past (sic) last 
session. Almost every county in the Districts of Montreal, Three Rivers 
and St. Francis and many in Quebec had established societies under the 
act. He (Mr. W.) was therefore very unwilling to interfere with it. 

He however wished to remedy an error in the bill, and to allow those 
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Societies who preferred to spend the money improving stock, rather than 
in giving premiums, to do so. Several French Canadians, connected with 
Agricultural Societies, wished this alteration to be made. ? 


MR. SMITH was sorry that every county in Lower Canada had not 
taken advantage of the bill. In Upper Canada the people had generally 
formed Societies and subscribed liberally to them. He (Mr. S.) thought 
that there ought to be only ((one)) act for the whole Province.19 


MR. AYLWIN would inform the hon. member, the reason why the French 
Canadians had not more generally taken advantage of the Agricultural Act 
of last session; from some fatality or other - the statutes generally 
did not come into their hands for five or six months, after it was in 
the possession of the ohter (sic) inhabitants.1ll 


The motion for postponement was lost.12 


(52) 
and after some time spent theretn, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr, and Mr. Price reported that the Com- 
mittee had come to several Resoluttons, which he was directed to submit 
to the House whenever tt shall be pleased to recetve the same. 





Ordered, That the Report be received to-morrow. 


MR. AYLWIN moved for an Address to His Excellency for the Survey of 
the River Saint Charles. 

The hon. gentleman stated that this motion was made in connection with 
a Petition from the Corporation of Quebec relative to the formation of 
Docks at the mouth of the said River, and that the same should be 
included in the Jurisdiction of the Corporation. The Survey had been 
ordered last session, but as yet he had not been able to obtain any 
information relative thereto.13 


(52) 

On motion of the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, seconded by Mr. Chabot, 
Address for Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Survey of Hts Excellency, the Admintstrator of the 
River St. Government, to pray that Hts Excellency will 
Charles. be pleased to order the proper offtcer to lay 


before this House, the Survey of the River 
St. Charles, in respect whereof the Address of this House to Hts Excel- 
Lency, Lord Metcalfe, then Governor General of thts Provinee, was voted 
on the 4th day of February, 1845. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency, the Ad- 
mintstrator of the Government, by such Members of this House as are 
of the Honourable the Executive Counetl of this Provtnee. 


MR. AYLWIN!4 moved for an Address to His Excellency for information 
why the appropriations voted for the improvement of the navigation of 
the River Richelieu had not been expended, 15 He had already made some 
enquiry but obtained no information.!©® The people in that section of 
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the country were loud in their complaints that although several large 
appropriations had been made at various times, both by this Legislature 
and that of Lower Canada, for the said purpose, yet the works had been 
neglected, and the navigation was as yet incompletel/7, and would, he 
thought, remain so till the Ministry were pressed to attend to it.18 

The perfection of the navigation of the River Richilieu (sic) had become 
a matter of great Commercial importance, on account of the new policy 

of Great Britain; and while vast sums were being expended for the bene- 
fit of the trade of Upper Canada, it was not just that the facilities of 
Lower Canada for like objects should be neglected.19 If , actording to 

a late Despatch, the principles,;of free trade were to,bé carried out 

it was necessary that the Richelieu should be brought into full play29, 
He did not see why improvement should be confined to the St. Lawrence 
above Montreal 1, unless, indeed, it could be proven that the St. Law- 
rence ended at the foot of the Current St. Mary, and that the rest of 

it down to the Gulf should be struck out of the Map. 22 He protested 
against a resolution of that House virtually blotting out of the map 

all below Montreal. If these things had occurred elsewhere, the Admin- 
istration would have been forced to hear of them, and it must now hear 
that the people of Lower Canada whose interests were concerned in the 
completion of this work were determined to obtain that measure of justice 
which was their due. 23 Already the improvements of the Richelieu cost 


£110,000 and ((they)) ... were determined that such an expenditure 
should not be lost, and that the work commenced should be completed. 24 
(52) 

On motton of the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, seconded by Mr. Chabot, 
Address rela- Resolved, That an humble Address be presented 
tive to River to Hts Excellency, the Admintstrator of the 
Richelteu. Government, praying that His Excellency will 


be pleased to inform thts House of all such 
steps as have been taken by the Board of Works to complete the navigation 
of the River Richelteu, and the causes why the appropriation made to 
that effect by the Statute of the 4th and 5th of Her Majesty's Retgn 
has not been expended. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency, the 
Admintstrator of the Government by such Members of thts House, as 
are of the Honourable the Executive Council of this Province. 


MR. AYLWIN2? ((moved that)) the Committee on the Post-office Depart- 
ment ... ((be)) declared to consist of Messrs. Aylwin, Baldwin, Moffatt, 
Morin, Robinson, Hale ... ((Christie)), Williams, and Lewd feu20 


MR. GOWAN objected to the committee named by the Hon. Mr. Aylwin ... 
because it embraced so few from Upper Canada, where the Post Office was 
a most monstrous grievance; he (Mr. Gowan) would state then that one 
of the greatest grievances in Upper Canada was the management of the 
Post Office; he would give one instance. Some time ago a young gentle- 
man came from England in the character of what he (Mr. Gowan) believed 
was called a surveyor; this gentleman, by his own mere fiat, fixed a 
Post Office station in a township in his (Mr. G.'s) county, in a remote 
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inconvenient place, two miles back from the seat of the Court House and 
Normal School, in defiance of a petition of the people of the expressed 
views of the Judge of the District, and of the unanimous opinion of the 
Municipal Council - in defiance of all! And when he (Mr. G.) called 
upon Mr. Stayner to prevent this flagrant abuse, the answer was that 
this young gentleman was his (Mr. Stayner's) constitutional adviser, and 
that he could not interfere. He (Mr. Gowan) was anxious that as such 
abuses existed in the Post Office in Upper Canada, that parties conver- 
sant with them should be on the committee, in order that they might be 
fully represented, and that it might be shewn that the people might not 
endure them longer. 


MR. LAFONTAINE said that when the hon. member for Leeds spoke of 
the great abuses of the Post Office in Upper Canada, he (Mr. L.) remarked 
"so much the better;'' his reason for making that observation was that he 
hoped that the complaints of Upper Canada would lead to a reform of the 
Post Office throughout the country; it was well known that the complaints 
of Lower Canada, often made, had no weight; Lower Canadians were not 
admitted into that department, and had no influence over it; no later 
than, that day a young gentleman, a protegé of the President of the 
Council, had applied to him (Mr. LaFontaine) respecting treatment he had 
received in the Post Office; he had been first in the Secretary's office, 
and was told he would be admitted into the Post Office, he was so admitted, 
but was retained only two months. This was a sample of the consideration 
Lower Canadians obtained at the hands of Mr. Stayner. He (Mr. LaFontaine) 
thought Mr. Stayner would be better employed in remedying the abuses that 
prevailed in his department throughout the province, than in writing 
letters to influence election contests as he did in Beauharnois in 1841, 
and in the county of Drummond in the last election as he (Mr. L.) was in- 
formed by Mr. Watts.28 


Hear, hear, from MR. WATTS. 29 


MR. AYLWIN was most willing to meet the views of Mr. Gowan, and as 
he had obtained, the consent of the hon. member for Gaspé to strike out 
his name; he (Mr. A.) would substitute therefor the name of the hon. 
member for Leeds. He (Mr. A.) was also willing to make way by with- 
drawing himself for any other Upper Canadian who might be suggested by 
Mr. Gowan. 30 


The committee was then agreed to, Mr. Gowan being substituted for Mr. 
Christie,1 


(32) 
Post-Offtce Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, the Hon- 
Department. ourable Mr. Baldwin, the Honourable Mr. Moffatt, 


the Honourable Mr. Morin, the Honourable Mr. 
Robinson, Mr. Hale, Mr. Gowan, Mr. Williams, and Mr. Leslie do compose the 


Select Committee appotnted to enquire into the Post-Office Department. 








Member called Mr. Bertrand, Member for the County of Rimous- 
and did not ap- kt, having been called, according to Order, did 


ear. not appear. 
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Mr. Riddell's - Mr. Smith, of Frontenac, moved, seconded by 
PocretonY Ou= Mr. Hall; That the Petttton of Robert Riddell, 
ford Election. Esquire, the sttting Member for the County of 


Oxford, presented to this House, on Friday, the 
twentieth of March last, be referred to the Standing Committee on Privil- 
eges and Elections. 32 


MR. SMITH, of Frontenac, in moving that the petition of Robert 
Riddell, Esq.?>, the sitting member for Oxford, complaining that Mr. 
Hincks had not served him with a list of objected votes, as by law re- 
quired34, be referred to the Committee of Privileges and Elections, 
said, that when he first introduced the petition, the Committee of 
Privileges was not formed, and for some days past the House being occu- 
pied with another point in reference to the Election Committee, he did 
not wish pending the decision of that question to press the present 
motion.35 


MR. BALDWIN doubted whether the House could entertain the petition; 
he thought the committee appointed to try the election alone had the 
power to try this and all other questions arising out of the enquiry .36 


SIR A. MACNAB (The Speaker) said if the Committee had authority to 
try the question referred to by the petition, the House had not.3/ 


MR. SMITH, of Frontenac: That is the question. The complaint is, 
that an order of the House, that lists of voters should be exchanged, 
has not been complied with. 38 


MR. JOHNSTON said that there was no evidence before the House that 
lists had not been exchanged; he (Mr. J.) did not understand the present 
attempt; it looked like a political movement to keep one man in and the 
other out; he (Mr. J.) would be the last man to give the gentleman con- 
testing the Oxford election a vote, but he would also be the last to deny 
him justice. 39 


MR. WILLIAMS. It is very clear that the House cannot take the pet- 
ition into consideration; the Election Committee alone has that power. 


MR. GOWAN saw no objection to the motion; he thought it a proper one. 
If the House doubted its power to entertain the petition, it was for the 
Committee of Privileges to enquire into the question and report to the 
House. 41 


MR. MORIN. The Committee of Privileges and Elections was a remnant 
of the old Lower Canada Parliament; it was not a Committee of Elections 
except in so far as they referred to the Privileges of the House.42 


MR. BALDWIN would remind the House that the name Committee of Priv- 
ileges and Elections was one of a period anterior to the Grenville Act. 
By the statute law, the Legislature transferred to a committee all its 
power to try election cases, and he, therefore, thought that the House 
had no right to consider the allegations contained in the petition in 
question; he could not acquiesce in the motion, and his opinion was 
much strengthened by that given by the Speaker .43 
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MR. MOFFATT thought the Speaker had not given a decided opinion. He 
(Mr. M.) was in doubt upon the question, and was not prepared to give a 
vote as to whether the House or the Election Committee ought to consider 
the petition, and he saw that other hon. members were alike embarrassed; 
the right course then was for the petition to go to a Committee of Pri- 
vileges, who would determine its ultimate destiny.44 


SIR A. MACNAB (The Speaker) felt it his duty to declare that he thought 
the House could not entertain the motion; the House had transferred its 
power to the Committee to decide all matters relative to a contested 
election. He (the Speaker) found that such was the opinion of the Attor- 
ney General of England, which he would read, as well as a case quite in 
point which he had met with. The hon. panes then read the opinion and 
the case from the Mirror of Parliament.4 


(62) 
Mr. Speaker having read the motton, dectded that it was out of order, 
and could not be received. 


MR. GOWAN rose to speak, but the House generally cried "Chair, 
chair ."46 


SIR A. MACNAB (The Speaker) said, that if his decision was appealed 
from, there must be no debate.4/ 


MR. GOWAN said that he would appeal.48 


aay 

An appeal betng made to the House, from Mr. Speaker's dectston, 

a dtviston ensued, and the names betng called for, they were taken down 
as followeth: 

For Mr. Speaker's dectston. 

Armstrong, Aylwin, Baldwin, Berthelot, Boulton, Boutillter, Brooks, 
Cameron, Cauchon, Cayley, Chabot, Chalmers, Chauveau, Christte, Cummings 
Desaunter, DeWitt, Dtekson, Attorney General Draper, Drummond, Ermatinger, 
Foster, Guillet, Hale, Jessup, Johnston, Lacoste LaFontatne, Lantter, 
Laterrtére, Laurin, Leslte, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, Macdonell of DUNDAS, 
Macdonell, of STORMONT, M'Connell, Merritt, Méthot, Meyers, Monro, Morin, 

(53) 
Smith of WENTWORTH, Stewart of BYTOWN, Stewart of PRESCOTT, Taché, 
Taschereau, Thompson, Webster, and Willtams.--(58.) 





Against Mr. Speaker's dectston. 

Colville, Daly, Duggan, Gowan, Hall, Maedonald of CORNWALL, Macdonald 
of KINGSTON, Moffatt, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Soltettor General Sherwood, 
Smtth of FRONTENAC, Attorney General Smith and Viger.--(138.) 





When the names were called out on the division on the appeal from 
the Speaker's decision, MR. PRICE called on Messrs. Draper and Cayley 
who were behind the Speaker's chair, to vote.49 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER. He said he had not been in the House at the commence- 
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ment of the discussion, and he did not sufficiently understand the merits 
of the question to vote on it, but without reference Cocrtssmer sr scue 
should support the Chair .20 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY then said: I support the Chair!. 


There was ... applause from the opposition members 2, 
(63) 
Niagara_and The Order of the Day for the second reading 
Detrott Rivers of the Bill to extend the provistons of the Act of 
Rattroad Bill. Upper Canada, ineorporating the Niagara and Detrott 


Rivers Ratlroad Company, being read; 

The satd Bill was read accordingly. 

Mr. Prince moved, seconded by Mr. Merritt, that the satd Bill be now 
committed to a Committee of the whole House. 

The Honourable Mr. Soltettor General Sherwood moved, tn amendment, 
seconded by Mr. Duggan, that all the words in the satd motion, after the 
word "Bill," be struck out, and the followtng substituted: "be referred 
to the Seleet Commtttee on Rattroads." 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD (Toronto) said that the government, following 
the example of the British government, had named a committee to consider 
the whole subject of railway management and legislation™4 for the purpose 
of examining and reporting upon all bills of this nature? ., and he trusted 
that his hon. friend56 would allow this to go to that Committee’, 
((and)) would postpone the consideration ((of)) this subject until the 
committee had reported 8, what provisions they recommend for the govern- 
ment of railways generally? and not attempt to force it through the 
House.60 If he would consent to do so he (Mr. Sherwood) would be per- 
fectly willing to let the matter rest in that way®l, In England we 
know the great inconvenience the subject of railways has given to Par- 
liament; and the Government had lately being (sic) speaking of intro- 
ducing some general laws for the government of all railroads.... If his 
hon. friend pressed the motion® » he should be obliged to divide the 
house®3 upon it 64 ((and)) he Mr. S. would be compelled to vote against 
it65; if he would wait till a further day, he (Mr. S$.) would probably 
not offer any objection to the measure.°® tft was useless for that House 
to name a Rail-road Committee if Bills were forced through without 
reference to it.67 


MR. BALDWIN said he would wish to know if the measure had been re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Bills, and if they had reported by 
bil1.68 


COL. PRINCE ((said)) it had, and they had reported by bil1.69 


MR. BALDWIN. He was utterly uninformed on what grounds the bill 
was applied for. They were not to grant bills unless they were shewn 
good reasons for doing it; and it would be a farce to read the bill 
without knowing something of its merits, and of the proposed under- 
taking. /9 He hoped that the matter would be postponed./1l 
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MR. JOHNSTON could not understand why the bill should be refused. 
This was an old charter, the company got a certain time to carry out 
the measure; they had been unable to do so, and now they only ask a lit- 
tle more time to carry out the work; that was all they asked, and he 
did not see any reasonable ground for opposing the bill./2 


MR. WILLIAMS said he would not give his consent until the commit- 
tee on roads had made their report, mentioning what rail-roads they 
thought should be recommended, 73 


MR. BOULTON said the hon. member for Carlton had spoken as if the 
House had objections to the bill; he protested against that supposition. 
The only reason they now opposed its reading was because they (the com- 
mittee would examine into the measure, and report thereon, and then 
the House would know something of the merits of the bill. 74 


MR. ERMATINGER. He wished only to make an observation on what had 
fallen from the Sol. General (West) and the hon. member from Toronto 
with respect to the Committee on Rail Roads, he did not think it was 
intended to apply to old Charters, and this was only a renewal of a 
charter already granted, and to which the despatch of Her Majesty was 
not intended to apply./95 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER made some remarks on the question/®, 


COL. PRINCE. It was far from his intention to press this, or any 
other measure// through, in opposition to the wishes of the house/8, 
which ... ((it)) declared itself not acquainted with; he was only fol- 
lowing the usual practice, but as it seemed there should be further time 
allowed, he would defer it with pleasure, but it was not clear to him 
that the79 general80 Committee on Rail Roads81 was to have the entire 
control over corporations which had already ((been)) established by 
the house82 ((and)) was the proper place to refer bills to.83 He did 
not desire to enter into the merits of the rivalry between this and any 
others which ... might be contemplated, with a view to a continuous 
road throughout the province, but in order to disabuse the minds of the 
members of the house 255 he was desirous of entering into a few explan- 
ations designed more especially for the use of the members from Lower 
Canada85 ((and)) would state the circumstances under which the railway 
company at present existed. In 183486 the London and Gore Rail Road, 
or rather the Great Western Rail Road bil187, the first railway bill 
for Canada88 , was passed in the Upper Canada Parliament®?, and it was 
the hon. Speaker who had the credit of introducing it to the parliament 
of Upper Canada. The bill incorporated the company, and limited the 
stock to £500,000. It was also provided that the road should be begun 
in two years and finished in ten. The bill, however, remained a dead 
letter; no steps were taken to carry out its provisions up to the year 
183790. Two years after the bill had been granted, a bill was applied 
and obtained from the Niagara and Detroit Rail Road Company?! ((and)) 
was submitted to parliament, and passed the house. That was the com- 
pany of which?2 he had the honor to be President93, and whose claims 
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he was now to advocate. The bill contained provisions precisely similar 

to those which had passed two years before. The amount of stock was 

limited to £500,000, the work was to be commenced in two years and com- 
pleted in ten. It also; gave power. to, the Great Western to join,;the 

Niagara and Detroit line, so as to rua (sic) lateral branches to Hamilton%4 , 
should they see fit.9> Matters remained in this way, until the Great 
Western company, finding themselves crippled for the want of funds, 

applied to government to lend them some money. A large sum was granted, 

but from some cause the railroad never did anything except breaking 

ground, 96 


MR. BOULTON. He did not think this was the proper time to enter into 
any discussion upon the measure, the hon. member should wait until the 
House entered into the merits of the bill.9/ 


COL. PRINCE. He would persist in his explanations as he wanted to 
shew the members that it was only justice he demanded; and that hon. mem- 
bers opposed it only because they had an interest in a rival undertaking. 98 
While this was going on with the Great Western, did the Niagara and De- 
troit company remain doing nothing? No; it subscribed its stock, paid 
in the amount of subscriptions required by law, and spent money in sur- 
veying the country, by the aid of an eminent engineer from the United 
States, who received $1500 for his labors. They issued their scrip?9, 
of which he (Mr. P.) had some on his desk. Officers and Directors were 
appointed from time to time, and the Company was in full operation, 
untill09 the rebellion - no, not rebellion, for there was no rebel there - 
but the invasion, broke upon that part of the province. When that hap- 
pened, the railroad, in common with many other useful institutionsl0 ; 

( (was) ) paralysedl02, ((and)) fell to the ground.!03 And such was the 
case ((also)) with the Great Western Rail Road; the time within which 
the work was to have been completed had expired, and it was now neces- 
sary to have the Provisions of the present bill extended in order to 
enable them to get the work completed! , He had now to ask whether 
there was any reason to refuse the bill? Had any petition been present- 
ed against it? On the other hand, had not a petition been presented 

in its favor, signed by the most respectable and intelligent men in 
that part of the country through which the road was to pass?105 Was 
there, he would ask any pretence for opposing ... ((this)) petition of 
thousands.... The shares have all been subscribed for. He had five 
hundred himself, and they were waiting to proceed1l06 , When the question 
should come up again, it would be for the house to decide, whether he 
and other members of the company! 7 were ... now, after all the trouble 
and expense they had undergone, to have all their plans!08 ((and)) pro- 
perty destroyed for the mere reason that some gentlemen thought the 
line was likely to pay too well. What would the enterprising people 

of England and the States think?109 shall we be disgraced before Eng- 
land and the United States, by having it said, that the House of Assem- 
bly refused to grant this bill because it would bring money to its 
proprietors? The Great Western Rail-road Company was only a private 
company; and shall one Rail-road Company have power to put down another 
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Rail-road Company? The hon. members opposite had only spoken against 

the bill because it was opposed to their pockets. He would rely upon 

the members of the House for justice, and justice was_all he asked. He 
would not enter into any further remarks at present , but was contented 
with having given his reasons for believing that the house would not 
refuse this bill, merely for the purpose of ere money out of the pock- 
ets of one party to put it into those of another. 11 When the bill came 
to be discussed he was determined to go into the matter fully and at 
length.112 


MR. SOL. GEN SHERWOOD did not at that time desire to enter into a 
discussion on the relative merits of the different rail-way schemes; and 
he (Mr. S.) hoped the House would suspend their judgment, with respect to 


this roadll3, ((as)) he would suspend his ... till after a full discussion 
had taken place, hoping that when he gave it he should do so in a correct 
and proper manner. In the meantime, he would remark, that there might 


be such a thing as an American as distinguished from a Canadian railway, 
and he thought that if the house desired to have a main line that should 
run through the province, and thro' the heart of the Canadian peninsula 

it would not adopt the views of his hon. friend from Essex. If, on the 
other hand, it was thought desirable to skirt lake Erie and make Buffalo 
the New York of the lakes, no doubt the line would be very advantageous.114 
He (Mr. S.) desired to see a great line of rail-roads established from 
Halifax to Quebec, and from thence to Lake Huron, by Britishl15 ((and)) 
Canadianll6 capital and enterprise. If we desire to obtain this capital - 
and we cannot construct our rail-roads without it - we must give capital- 
ists of the old country some security that charters for parallel lines 
will not be granted by this Legislature. The present rail-road forms 

no part of any great line in Canada, and would principally benefit the 

two large American cities, Buffalo and Detroit. The great mass of the 
stock was taken up by the people of the United States; it was in fact an 
American railroad, merely running through the British territory, skirting 
the shores of Lake Erie, and would be but a small benefit to Canada. He 
(Mr. S.) had heard that the stock of the Great Western Railroad Company 
had been taken up in England, and he knew that the stock of the Toronto 
and Lake Huron Company had been taken up, and he was opposed to the grant- 
ing of any charter for a railroad to run parallel with these roadsll/, 

He made these general observations in reference not to this particular 
line but to the many schemes which might be proposed, 118 He, therefore, 
moved, that this bill be not now referred to a committee of the whole 
House, but to the general committee on rail roads,1l 


MR. MERRITT thought that the opponents of this measure were en- 
deavouring to take an undue advantage of the Company. He, as interested 
in the railroad, had no objection that the consideration of the Bill 
should be postponed for two or three weeks, until the Railway committee 
have made their report, but he did object to placing the fate of this 
measure in the hands of the committee, he (Mr. M.) thought that this 
railroad would be a great Provincial benefit, that it would divert a 
great portion of the Americans travelling through this country, and 
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thereby enrich it, with the money that would be left in the Province by 
those going through; during the summer, at least 1000 persons every day 
went from Buffalo to Detroit, and vice versa. It was to obtain a portion 
of this immense amount of travelling, and to compete with the south side 
of Lake Erie, that this Company was established and not for the purpose 
of injuring the Great Western road. The Solicitor General had called 

it an American road, and attempted to get up a prejudice against it on 
that account, the same thing had been said of the Welland Canal, that we 
were building it merely for the use of the Americans. He (Mr. M.) thought, 
that if the house rejected this Bill, they would commit an injustice 
without a precedent. 20 








MR. CAMERON was surprised that the hon. member for Essex thought 
that his bill would not receive justice from the Committee. He (Mr. C.) 
had consented to refer a measure connected with the Great Western Rail 
Road, in which he was interested, to this Committee. This Committee was 
appointed to draft regulations for the Government of this House in the 
granting of Charters to Railway Companies. A general system had been 
found necessary in England and we ought also to adopt one here. The 
House has a perfect right when a Charter expires, as the Niagara and 
Detroit Railway Company's has, or will soon, to make such restrictions 
and conditions in new Charters as they please. The Road from Montreal 
to Portland had been stated to be similarly situated as the present Road, 
but he (Mr. C.) considered it to be part of the Great Western Road. The 
expenses by the St. Lawrence are so great, for Insurance, towage and 
pilotage, that we can never compete with the city of New York, unless we 
have a near and direct communication with the Ocean; and this can be got 
by the Portland Rail Road .121 


MR. HALL said that he did not intend to occupy the time of the House 
but a few moments. He would vote for the amendment to refer the bill to 
the railway committees, and his reason for doing so was, that if we grant- 
ed a charter to the Niagara and Detroit Railway Company it would inter- 
fere with that of the Great Western Railway. It would divide the interest. 
The English capitalists would be very careful of taking up the stock 
when there were two rival lines. They do not know but what we might 
grant a charter for the erecting of another parallel line. Does this 
road stop at Buffalo? If so, we can get far quicker to New York and 
Boston by the Great Western Railway. We have not, nor can we get capital 
to build parallel lines of road.122 


MR. BOULTON said, he thought this discussion ought not to have come 
on now. It ought to have been reserved for another occasion. He would 
vote for the amendment. In reference to the rival roads, he considered 
the Great Western was by far the better undertaking; he would not, how- 
ever, take upon himself to say that good reasons could not be urged for 
granting a renewal of the charter of the Niagara and Detroit Railway. 

By referring it to the Committee, the bill could not be quashed. Should 
they (the Committee) take upon themselves to report unfavourhble (sic) 
to the views of the hon. member for Essex ae (sic) could divide the House 
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on the subject.123 


MR. GOWAN said, he would beg to ask if it were parliamentary of the 
hon. member for Toronto saying that if the Committee reported unfavour- 
ably he could introduce the bill again this Session? We ought, he said, 
to have the road proposed by the hon. member for Essex. It will run 
along the south side of Lake Erie. If the hon. Sol. Gen.'s reasons for 
moving that it be referred to the Railway Committee were to see that the 
rules and standing orders of this House have been complied with, and to 
bring it under the general provisions for Rail-roads, and not to quash 
it, he would support the amendment. 


MR. MOFFATT was in favour of referring this Bill to the Railway 
oman t Cees and the house could discuss its merits when the Committee 
reported. 25 


COL. PRINCE had no objection to the reference to the Committee; 
this measure is of great importance to the people of the West, and he 
hoped that no obstacles would be thrown in the way of their obtaining the 
object of their desires. It has been said that this Railroad would be 
built entirely by American Capital, this was a great mistake as many of 
the substantial Yeomen along the line had taken a pride in becoming 
Stockholders, and he (Mr. P.) had taken five hundred shares, not for 
the sake of profit, but to encourage this laudable enterprise, but he 
would ask those, who started this as an objection, if when they wanted 
to borrow some money on a mortgage, would they object to receive £1000 
from an American gentleman. John Jacob Astor for instance? Certain 
members opposed this Rail road, because they supposed it would injure 
the Great Western Railroad among the British Capitalists, why, he (Mr. P.) 
thought that the whole of the stock of this Company had been subscribed 
for, and the first instalment paid. The hon. member for Lanark is per- 
fectly willing for his measure to go before the Committee, as he only 
wishes some trifling amendments made, his company having had an Act 
passed during the last Session, giving these five years to commence 
their road, and two to finish it, while he (Mr. P.) wished the house to 
grant his Company only five years longer to finish the Railroad. If 
the house contrary to all the principles of justice should decide against 
him, he (Mr. P.) would say with O'Connell, "sentence has been pronounced 
against me, but justice has not been done me."126 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD. Col. Prince has quite misunderstood my 
meaning. He said that he would prefer English capital, he had however, 
no prejudice to American capital. The Niagara and Detroit road, would 
be essentially an American railroad although it ran through British 
territory. He said that the principal objection he had to the road 
was this, that it ran too near the Province line. In case of war this 
road could easily be taken advantage of by the Americans, on the con- 
trary the Great Western Railroad ran through the very heart of Upper 
Canada, it would be surrounded by a bold and loyal yeomanry, and in the 
case of an invasion, no such advantage could be taken of it.12/ 


MR. ERMATINGER. He saw that hon. gentlemen were making up their 
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minds before the question was fairly discussed, this was in his opinion 
decidedly wrong; they ought to wait till the question was fairly discussed, 
then taking the arguments and facts adduced come to a fair and dispas- 
sionate decision. He (Mr. E.) was interested in both line of roads, they 
both ran through the section of the country which he had the honor to 
represent. He could wish to know if there would be a great national road 
from Sarnia to Halifax.128 


MR. WILLIAMS. Certainly.129 


MR. ERMATINGER ((continued:)) It would not be this century. If we 
were to have these Railroad he would beg to ask what would become of 
the Canals, what will be the use of them. The government would be coming 
down with their estimates before long, and among them we would find some- 
thing wanted for the canals, gentlemen will please consider this. Why 
(said he) the line of road would be as long as one-third of the English 
Railroads put together. The hon. member for Lanark spoke of the Portland 
Railroad, and he urges it on the ground of bringing the American travel 
to this country. For the same reason we want to build the Niagara and 
Detroit Railroad. The Solicitor General West, says that this line (from 
Niagara to Detroit) would be dangerous in case of war. He would beg to 
ask if the Great Western Railroad would not have its terminus at some 
point on the Province line as close as Niagara Railroad to the American 
shore .139 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD. It is proposed to end the line at Sarnia .131 


(53) 
The question having been put upon the motion or amendment, tt was 
agreed to unanimously. 
The questton being then put on the matn motton, as amended, tt was 
also agreed to, and 
Ordered, Accordingly. 


Ntagara Dis- The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
trict Debt Bill. the Bill to repeal the Act therein mentioned, autho- 
rtzing the ratsing of a sum of money in the District 
of Niagara, for the purpose of relteving the satd District from debt, 
betng read; 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and ordered to be engrossed. 


Simeoe Regis- The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Cry OFF LCS BULL, the Btll to provide for the removal of the Registry 


Office of the District of Stmcoe, from tts present 
stte to Barrte, the District Town, being read; 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and committed to a Committee of 
the whole House on Thursday next. 


Trafalgar The Order of the Day for the second reading 
Road, Bibl. of the Bill to tneorporate certatn persons as the 
Trafalgar, Esquesing and Erin Road Company, betng 
read; 
The satd Btll was accordingly read, and referred to the Standing 
Committee on Private Bills. 


PR 
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La Commu- The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
nauté des Filles the Brll to tncorporate "La Communauté des Filles 

de Charité of de Chartté, of the Parish of St. Hyacinthe, tn the 
St. Hyacinthe, District of Montreal, for the cure of infirm and 
PULL. sick persons, and for other purposes, being read;132 


MR. LATERRIERE moved the second reading of the bill to incorporate 
the Sisters of Charityl33, 


(53) 
The said Bill was accordingly read, 


MR. DUGGAN rose and said, that he had no objection to the bill, but 
he thought that it ought to be referred to the Committee on private 
bills, to see if the rules and regulations of this House had been com- 
plied with.134 


DR. LATERRIERE said, that he had no objection to its being referred 
to the Committee on private bills, but the House had already passed ten 
or twelve bills of the very same nature last session.135 


(53) 
and referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills. 
West Halton Mr. Speaker acquatnted the House, that he had 
Electton. recetved the Report of the Commissioners appotnted 


to take evtdence in the matter of the Contested 
Election for the West Riding of the County of Halton,136 


Member added Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Laterriére be 
to Committee added to the Select Commtttee to which was 
on Petition of referred the Petttion of Wishe Tegarthonttie 
Indtan Chtefs. and others, Chiefs and Warriors, Iroquots, 


Algonquins, and Ntptsstngs, of St. Regts 
and other places. 


Then, on motton of Mr. Duggan, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Viger, 


The House adjourned. 
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TREE 

TNS D 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 2 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 4 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 2 April 1846. 

IBID. 

IMS LIDS 

IBID. The MIRROR noted: "Mr. Speaker, handed to the Chairman of 
the Halton contested election the evidence in that case." 


FRIDAY, 3 APRIL 1846. 


(53) 
Petitions laid THE following Pettttons were severally brought 
on the table. up and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Riddell,--The Petition of the Reverend 
Frederick Fauquier and others, members of the United Church of England 
and Ireland, tn the Township of Zorra, in the District of Brock, in the 
Diocese of Toronto. 

By Mr. Foster,--The Petition of the Reverend Andrew Balfour of 
Waterloo, tn the District of Shefford. 

By Mr. Leslte,--The Petition of Anthony Leslte, Esqutre, Inspector 
of Licenses tn the District of Bathurst. 

By Mr. Lacoste,--The Petttton of P. P. Demaray, Esquire, Warden, 
and Pterre Gamelin, Esquire, Secretary of the Muntetpal Counctl of the 
Parish of St. John's, Dorchester. 

By Mr. “Cauchon, ~The Petitton of the Reverend Antoine Parant, Sup- 
ertor of the Seminary of Quebec, and others, inhabitants of La Cote de 
Beaupré, tn the County of Montmorency, See, the Petition of Charles 
Cazeau and others, of Quebec. 

By Mr. Boulton,--The Petition of the Bank of Upper Canada; the 
Petition of D. K. Servos, Esquire, and others, of the Townships of 
Saltfleet and Binbrooke, in the District of Gore, tn the Dtocese of 
Toronto; and the Petition of H. Burwell and others, of the Town and 
Distrtet of London. 

By the Honourable Mr. Morin,--The Petttton of Willtam Workman and 
others, of the City of Momineet the Petition of H. P. Paré é and others, 
School Teachers, of the District of Montreal; the Petition of Sorte 
Brondgeest, Esquire, and others, of Hochelaga. 

By Mr. Cummings,--The Petition of George Ball and others, inhabt- 
tants of Ntagara and other Townships in the District of Niagara. 

By the Honourable Mr. Robinson,--The Petition of Willtam Charles 
Hume, Esqutre, and others, tnhabttants of the Townshtp of Orillia. 

By Mr. Seott,--The Petition of W. G. Blanchard, Esquire, and others, 
of the County of Two Mountains. 

By the Honourable Mr. Viger,--The Petition of the Reverend Samuel 
S. Wood, A.M. > and others, members of the Untted Church of England 
and Ireland, in the Diocese of Quebec; the Petition oh the Very Rev- 
erend TI. Cooke and others, the Managing Committee of the Chrtsttan 
School of the Town and Parish of Three Rivers; the Petition of Charles 
Hubert Lasstseraye, Teacher of the late Soectety of Educatton of the 
Town of Three Rivers. 

By Mr. Sherwood, of Brockville,--The Petttion of the Reverend 
Edward Denroche and others, members of the Untted Church of England 
and Ireland, tn the Misston of Brockville. 

By Mr. Merrittt,--The Petttion of James B. J. Hilton and others, 
inhabitants of the Township of Grantham, tn the County of Lincoln; 
the Petition of George Stliver and others, inhabitants of the Townshtp 
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of Clinton, in the Distriet of Niagara; and the Petition of Absalom 
Haines and others, tnhabttants of the Townshtp of Louth, in the District 
of Nragara. 

By Mr. Thompson,--The Petitton of the Munictpal Council of the Dis- 
trict of Niagara, (relating to the mode of assessment); the Petttton of 
Charles Hill, of the Townshtp of Bertie, in the District of Niagara; 
the Petttton of James Sill and others, of the Township of Walpole, in 
the District of Talbot; the Petition of John De Cow, sentor, and others, 
of the County of Haldimand; and the Petition of Ronald M'Kinnon and 
others, of the Townshtps of Seneca and Oneida, tn the District of Gore. 

(54) 
By Mr. Brooks,--The Petition of the Reverend_C._B. Flemming und others, 


members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland in the Diocese of Quebec. 


By the Honourable Mr. Laterriére,--The Petition of Edouard Boudreau, 
of the Parish of Bate St. Paul, in the County of Saguenay, Physician. 








By Mr. Gutllet,--The Petttiton of David Trudel and others, of the 
County of Champlatn. 

By Mr. Chauveau,--The Petitton of Jean Baptiste Lebel, Esqutre, 
and others, of the Village of La Mtsére and of the Parish of St. Am- 
brotse, Jeune Lorette. a 

By Mr. Gowan,--The Petttton of John Dillon and others, of the Par- 
tsh of Longue Pointe and its vicinity; and the Petition of Frederick 
Fraser Carruthers, Esqutre, of the Ctty of Toronto. 

By Mr. Drummond,--The Petttton of James Blackburn, Esqutre, and 
others, freeholders of the Townships of Hull and Eardley, in the Coun- 
ty of Ottawa. 

By Mr. Chabot,--The Petttton of the Mayor and Councillors of the 
City of Quebec (relating to Assessors). 

By Mr. Hale,--The Petitton of William Ritchte, Esquire, and others, 
the Trustees of the Sherbrooke Academy; and the Petttton of R. N. 
Hall, and the Reverend William King, and others, members of the Untted 
Church of England and Ireland, tn the Diocese of Quebec. 

By the Honourable Mr. Moffatt,--The Petition of the Montreal Board 
of Trade (relating to the Bankrupt Laws); the Petttton of the Montreal 
Board of Trade (relating to interest on money loaned); the Petition 
of Thomas Molson, Esquire, and others, members of the United Church 
of England and Ireland, tn the Dtocese of Quebec; the Pettitton of the 
Reverend Willtam Bond and others, members of the Untted Church of 
England and Ireland, in the Diocese of Toronto; the Petition of W. B. 
Simpson and others, Protestant inhabitants of the Partshes of St. 
Polyearpe and St. Ignace, in the County of Vaudreutl; and the Petition 
of the Reverend W. Chadderton and others, members of the United Church 
of England and Ireland, attending the Chapel of St. Peter's, in the 
City and Diocese of Quebec. 

By the Honourable Mr. Aylwin,--The Petitton of the Literary and 
Historical Soetety of Quebec; the Petition of Mrs. M. H. Mountain, on 
behalf of the Committee of Ladtes of the Protestant Female Orphan 
Asylum at Quebec; the Petition of the Reverend John Cook, D.D., and 
others, the Ministers, Elders and Turstees of St. Andrew's Church, in 
the City of Quebec; and the Petition of Mrs. Mary H. Mountatn, and 
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other Ladies, the managers of the Male Orphan Asylum of Quebec, in 
connexton with the Church of England. 

By Mr. Solteitor General Taschereau,--The Petttton of E. Dalatre, 
Esquire, and others, Censttatres of the Seigniory of Lauzon; and the 
Petition of Simeon tarochelle, of the Parish of St. Anselme, tn the 
County of Dorchester, Mechantetan. 

By Mr.  Ermatinger, --The Petition of Oliver Qwen and Joseph Stfton, 
of the Town of London, in the District of London. — 

By Mr. Desaunter,--The Petttton of James Dickson and others, of 
the Banlieue of the Town of Three Rivers. 

By Mr. Duggan,--The Petition of William Kent and others, of the 
Townships of Toronto and Chinguacousy, in the Hor Home District. 





Niagara Debt An Engrossed Bill to repeal the Act therein 
BLL ES menttoned authorizing the ratsing of a sum of 


money tn the District of Ntagara, for the purpose 
of relieving the satd Dtstrtct from debt, was read for the third time. 


Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 
Ordered, That Mr. Cummings do carry the satd Bill to the Legtslative 


a ee, ~ : 
Counetl, and destre their concurrence. 


Petitions read. Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the follow- 
tng Pettttons were read:-- 

Of the Reverend John M'Intyre and others, mem- 
bers of the United Chureh of England and Ireland, tn Ortllia and other 
Townships, tn the District of Simcoe, tn the Diocese of Toronto; of 
Francts B. Baker and others, members of the Untted Church of England 
and Ireland, in the Township of Leeds, tn the Diocese of Toronto; of 
Hugh Allingham and others, membera of of the Untted Church of f England and 
Ireland, tn the Township of Yonge, in the Diocese of Toronto; of 
William Greene, Esqutre, and others, members of the United Church of 
England and Ireland, in parts of Yonge and other Townships, in the 
Dtocese of Toronto; of the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Toronto 
and others, members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in 
the Ctty of Toronto, tn the Dtocese of Toronto; of the Reverend Thomas 
Creen and others; of W. N. Bethune and others, members of the Untted 
Church of England and Ireland, tn the Parish ey Kkemptville, tn the 
Diocese of Toronto; and of the Reverend John Hitckte and others, mem- 
bers of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in the Town of Strat- 
ford and tts victntty, tn the Dtocese of Toronto; praying that meas- 
ures may be adopted for vesting in the Church Society of the Dtocese 
of Toronto, for the benefit of the satd Church, such a portion of the 
Clergy Reserve Lands as shall correspond with their share of the tncome 
artstng from the same. 

Of the Very Reverend Hyactnthe Hudon, Titulary Canon of the Cathe- 
dral of St. dJaeques at Montreal, Grand Vicar of the Diocese of Montreal, 
&e.; praying that the Nuns known as "Les Religteuses de Notre Dame du 
Bon Pasteur," may be incorporated by an Act of the Legislature. 

Of Mrs. Adélatde Bouchette, Widow of the late Joseph Bouchette, 
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Esqutre; praying that the sum of £1,000, for which her late husband had 
a just clatm upon the Legtslature, but which has not been ltquidated, 
may be patd to her. 

Of Mrs. M.A.F. Viger and other Ladies, Directresses of the Catholic 
Orphan Asylum of Montreal; praying for an atd in support of the satd 
Instttutton. 

Of the Reverend C. Laroeque and others, the Curé, Church Wardens 
and School Commissioners of the Parish of St. Jean L'Bvangé liste, in 
the District of Montreal; praying that the unclaimed balance of the 
sums granted during the years 1842 and 1843 for Education, be placed 
at the disposal of certain Trustees, to be by them expended for the ad- 
vaneement of learning. 

Of André Vandandaigue, Esqutre, Prestdent of the Agrtcultural 
Soetety of the County of Verechéres; praying that the 8th Vietorta, 
cap. 53, be amended in certain parttculars. 

Of André Vandandatque, Esquire, Warden of the Municipal Counetl of 
the Parish of St. Mathteu de Beloetl; praying that an Act be passed to 
compel every land proprietor to open and keep in repatr, during the 
Winter Season, tn front of hts Property, a road eight feet wide; and 
that there be no obligation to use any parttcular description of win- 
ter vehicle. 

Of Peter Buchanan and others; praytng to be incorporated as a 
Jotnt Stock Company, with power to construct a Ratlroad from Hamilton 
to Toronto. 

Of Benjamin Bolton and others, of the Town of Perth, and of Bath- 
urst and other Townships; praying for a new Survey of the contemplated 
Road from Perth to the Madawaska River. 

Of John Felton, Esqutre, and others, tnhabittants of the District 
of St. Franets; praytng for atd to complete the Road from the Town of 


(55) 
Sherbrooke to the Towunshtp of Stanstead. 

of John Felton, Esquire, and others, of the District of St. Francts, 
praytng Wor’ the atd to render secure the Bridge across the River St. 
Francis, in the Town of Sherbrooke, and to improve the Road leading 
through the Tounshtp of Ireland to the City of Quebec. 

Of Thomas Atkins, Inspector of Wetghts and Measures for the Dis- 
trtet of Quebec; praying for certain amendments tn the extsting Laws 
regulating the Inspection of Wetghts and Measures. 

Of the Reverend Jacob Gooft and others, members of the Soetettes 
of Menonists and Tunkers, restding in the Home District; praytng for 
the reductton of the amount now by law exacted from them for the 
non-performance of Milttta Service. 

Of Norman Jones and others, of the Townshtps of Markham and Whtt- 
church, tn the Home District; praytng for the adoption of some measure 
to remove the difficulties arising from the uncertainty of the monu- 
ments or governing potnts of Townshtp Lines, according to the ortginal 
surveys, by vesting power in the District Counectls or otherwtse. 

Of Str Allan N. MacNab and others, tn behalf of the inhabitants 
of Hamilton; praying for an extenston of the limits of the satd Town, 
and that it be erected into a Ctty, with a new and enlarged Charter. 
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Of Mrs. Margaret Havener, of the Village of Napterville, tn the 
County of Huntingdon; praying for a Pension, tn constderatton of the 
death of her husband, who was killed in an engagement at Odelltown dur- 
ing the rebellion in 1838. 

Of Samuel Httchcoek and others, of the Village of Port Sarnia, tin 
the County of Kent; praytng that a certain Road leading into the satd 
Village be not closed up as prayed for by Captain Vidal in hts Petttton. 

Of Thomas Katns, Esqutre, Mayor and others, the Counetllors of the 
Munictpaltty of the Townshtps of Grenville and Unton, on the River 
Ottawa; praying for aid to improve the Roads, and to erect Bridges be- 
tween Grenville and Hull, and to complete the thoroughfare by the Unton 
Bridge at Bytown. 

Of the Reverend J. Paquin and others, of the County of Two Mountains; 
praytng that the Agricultural Act of last Sesston be amended tn certatn 
particulars. 

Of Willtan Dunean, of Coteau du Lac; praying for the payment of a 
Balance due him by the Parish of St. Polycarpe, for the erection of a 
Bridge across the River Delisle. 

Of the Corporatton of the College of St. Hyacinthe; praying an atd 
for that Institutton. 

Of Charles Richardson, Esquire, and others, of the District of 

tagara; praying that the Act tneorporating a Company to construct a 
plank road from Ntagara to the Ten Mile Creek, be so amended as to 
allow them to alter the directton of the satd Road, and to authorise 
them to make a water course from the Welland Canal to the satd town, 
and to tnerease thetr capital stock for that purpose. 

Of Robert Hodgktsson and others, of the Townshtp of Grantham, in 
the District of Ntagara; praying for the passtng of an Act to close up 
a certain Road Allowance tn the Second Coneesston of the satd Township, 
and to establish and confirm "The Lake Road," now used as a Publte 
Htghway. 

Of John Hall and others, of Dumfries, tn the District of Gore; 
praying that no alteration may be made in the present course of the 
Road dividing the seventh from the etghth Concesstons tn the said 
Townshtp. 

Of John D. M'Kenate and others, of Beverly and Galt, in the Dis- 
LLet oy Gore, and of the Untted States of Amertca; complaining that 
they have been deprived of certain Lands in the Township of Beverly, 
by the operation of an Act of the Legtslature, for whtch they have 
recetved no tndemntftcatton, and praying reltef. 

Of the Montreal Board of Trade; praying for a Repeal of the Pro- 
vinetal Duty on Wheat, Flour, &c. and all other articles now paying 
a duty of one per cent.; and that an addittonal duty be tmposed upon 
Sptrtts of domestte manufacture. 

Of Str James Stuart, of the City of Quebec, Baronet, and of Ntch- 
olas Austin, of the Townshtp of Bolton, tn the District of Montreal; 
praying for the passing of an Act to factlttate and effect a partitton 
of certatn Lands held by them as tenants in common under Titles derived 
from certain Letters Patent of 1797. 

Of Thomas Molson, Esqutre, and others, tnhabitants of the City of 
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Montreal; praying to be tneorporated as a Company for the purpose of 
supplying the tnhabittants of the satd City with Gas, at a reasonable 
price. 

Of the Montreal Ladies Benevolent Soctety; praying for an atid in 
support of the satd Institutton. 

Of the President, Directors, and Company of the Bronté Harbour; 
praying for a renewal of the Charter of the satd Company. 

Of Edward Evans and others, of the County of Halton; praying that 
no divtston of the Clergy Reserve Lands be made, but that they be dis- 
posed of as heretofore. 

Of His Grace the Archbishop of Quebec, and others, inhabitants of 
the City of Quebec; praying that steps may be taken to provide a Gaol 
for the District of Quebec, affording more anple accommodation for 
the wants thereof, than the one now tn use. 

Of George O'Kill Stuart, Esqutre, and others, of the City of Quebec, 
and its vietntty; praying to be tncorporated for. the purpose of con- 
structing a Ratlway from the Boundary Line between the Province of 
New Brunswick and Canada, to the Western bounds of Upper Canada; and 
that aid be granted them for the accomplishnent of that object. 





Pettttons Ordered, That the Petition of the Reverend R. G. 
referred. Plees and others, members of the United Church 
of England and Ireland, in the Diocese of 
Members of the euebec; the Petttton of the Reverend John 
Churceh_of M'Intyre and others, members of the United 
England. Chureh of England and Ireland, tn Orillta and 


other Tounshtps tn the District of Stmeoe, in 
the Dtocese of Toronto; the Petttton of the Reverend Robert Blakey 
and others, members of the United Church of England and Ireland, in the 
Townshtp of Augusta, tn the County of Grenvtlle, in the Dtocese of 
Toronto; the Petition of W. H. Bethune and others, members of the 
Untted Church of England and Ireland, in the Parish of Kemptvtlle, in 
the Dtocese of Toronto, and the Petition of the Reverend Thomas Creen 
and others, be referred to the Select Committee to which was referred 
the Petition of the Church Soctety of the Dtocese of Toronto. 











Unttarians. Ordered, That the Petttton of the Reverend W. 
Adam and others, Unitartan Christians of the 
Mrs. Havener. Petitton of Mrs. Margaret Havener of the VWl- 
lage of Napterville, in the County of Hunting- 
Rev whtis» Hs don; the Petition of the Very Reverend Hyacinthe 
Hudon. Hudon, Titulary Canon of the Cathedral of St. 
Jacques at Montreal, Grand Vicar of the Dto- 
C. Richardson, eese of Montreal, &c.; the Petition of Charles 
Esqutre, et al. Richardson, Esq., and others, of the District 
of Niagara; and the Petition of Robert Easton 
Rk. E. Burns, Burns, Esquire, Judge of the District Court 
Esq. of ie Home District, be referred to the 


Standing Comntttee on Private Bills. 
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(56) 
G. M. Boswell, Ordered, That the Petition of G. M. Boswell, Esqutre, 
Esquire, et al. and others, be referred to the Select Committee 
on Ratlroads. 
Rev. J. Paquin, Resolved, That the Petitton of the Reverend J. 
et al. Paquin and others, of the County of Two Moun- 


tains, be referred to a Select Committee, com- 
posed of Mr. Scott, the Honourable Mr. Morin, Mr. Armstrong, Mr. DeWitt, 
and Mr. Watts, to examtne the contents thereof, and to report thereon 
with all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and 
records. 








Thos. Atkins. Resolved, That the Petition of Thomas Atkins, In- 

spector of Wetghts and Measures for the Dis- 
trict of Quebec, be referred to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. 
Chauveau, the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, Mr. Solicitor General Taschereau, 
Mr. Chabot, and Mr. Christte, to examine the contents thereof, and to 
report thereon with all conventent speed; with power to send for per- 
sons, papers, and records. 


Rich. Millar. Resolved, That the Petitton of Rtchard Millar and 

others, the Prestdent and members of the Board 
of Police of the Town of Niagara, be referred to a Select Committee, 
composed of Mr. Dickson, Mr. Merritt, Mr. Cummings, and Mr. Macdonald 
of Cornwall, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon 
with all conventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, and 
record. 


Report _on The Honourable Mr. Morin, from the Standing 
Private Bills. Commtttee on Private Bitlis, presented to the House 


the First Report of the satd Committee, whtch was 
agatn read at the Clerk's table, and ts as followeth:-- 


Banque des Your Committee have considered the Petttton 
Marchands. of Augustin Perrault and others; praytng to be 


allowed to establtsh a Bank tn the City of Mont- 
real, and beg leave to recommend that the prayer of the satd Petttion 
be complted with. 


Toronto Plank They have also examined the Petition of John 
Road. Grubb and others, of the Township of York, and 

the Gore of Toronto; praying for an Act of Incor- 
poration, for the purpose of enabling them to construct a Plank Road 
from the Gore of Toronto to the western termination of the western 
road; and they beg to recommend the same to the favourable considera- 
tion of your Honourable House. 








Beauharnots With respect to the Petition of Willtam Bow- 
Plank Road. ron and others, praying to be tncorporated as 

the Beauharnots Plank Road Company, your Committee 
find that the Rules of your Honourable House have not been fully com- 
plted wtth by the Pettttoners, inasmuch as the notice published by 
them, of thetr tntention to make the present application, is dated 
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the 6th of lMebruary, and the letitton was presented on the 30th of 
March; and as the 66th hule requtres that notice be given for at least 
two months prevtous to the presentation of the Petition, your Committee 
eannot recommend that any further action be taken thereon.1 


MR. COLVILLE gave notice that he would, on Monday next, move that 
the rules of the House be dispensed with in as far as related to the 
above petition. 2 


(56) 
The Honourable Mr. Cayley, one of Her Majesty's Executive Council, 
latd before the House, by command of His Excellency the Administrator 
of the Government, -- 





Statement of Accounts and Statements respecting the Public 
Public Ac- Ineome and Expendtture of the Consolidated Revenue 
counts for 1845. Fund of the Province of Canada, for the year 1845. 
(For the satd Accounts and Statements, see Appendix C.) 

Report_on Mr. Merritt, from the Select Committee to whtch 
Petition of was referred the Petttton of Samuel De Veaux and 

S. De Veaux, others, of Niagara Falls, with power to report by 
BE Gl. Bill or otherwise, presented to the House the Re- 


port of the satd Committee, whtch was again read 
at the Clerk's table, and ts as followeth:-- 

Your Committee have examined the Petition referred to them, which 
prays for the tneorporation of a Jotnt Stock Company for the purpose 
of constructing a Suspenston Bridge across the Ntagara River, at the 
Falls, and have carefully weighed the ctreunstances therein set forth, 
showing the uttltty of constructing the same, creating as it will, a 
great publte thoroughfare from the Untted States into Canada, and ren- 
dering it unnecessary for travellers to remain, as they now do, on the 
Amertcan side of the River, tn consequence of difficulty of access to 
thts shore, where they can obtain equally good accommodation, and have 
a better view of the Cataract. Your Committee are of opinton, that 
when tndtviduals are disposed to tnvest their capttal tn undertakings 
like the one now prayed for, and from whtch a great public beneftt will 
be derived, tt ts expedient, as a general princtple, for the Legts- 
lature to render them every posstble faciltty for carrying out their 
views, and by so doing eneourage individual enterprise, and advance 
the general interests of the Province; and, therefore, your Committee 
recommend the prayer of the satd Petitton to the most favourable con- 
stderation of your Honourable House. 


Oxford Mr. Chauveau, Chatrman of the Select Commtt- 
Election. tee appointed to try the mertts of the Petition 


of the Honourable Francis Hineks, of the Ctty of 
Montreal, complaining of the undue Electton and Return of Robert Rid- 
dell, Esqutre, sitting Member for the County of Oxford, reported that 
the Committee met thts day, at nine o'clock, A.M., pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, but were unable to proceed to business, tn consequence of the 
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absence of Mr. Bertrand, a member of the Committee. 


Resolved, That the said Select Committee have leave to proceed to bus- 
tness to-morrow morning, pursuant to adjournment, though Mr. Ber- 
trand should not be then able to attend. 


On motton of Mr. Prince, seconded by Mr. Drummond, 


Private Bills. Resolved, That the time for presenting Pettttons 
to thts House, for Private Bills or Reltefs, 
tn any way, be extended unttl Friday, the 10th instant. 


Albion Road Ordered, That Mr. Price have leave to bring ina 
Company Bill to tneorporate certain persons under the 
Bed, name of the Albton Road Company. 


He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the 
House, and the same was recetved and read for the first time, and or- 
dered to be read a second time on Thursday next. 


MR. CHRISTIE3 moved a Committee to inquire ((i))nto the condition 
of the Rolls, Records, Journals, and other papers appertaining to the 
late Parliament of Upper and Lower Canada, and the Parliament of this 
Province, and the precaution taken for their safe keeping, also the 
condition of the Judicial Registers, Records, Archives, and papers 
appertaining to the Courts of Justice in Lower Canada, and in changing 
the Clerks in Prothonotaries thereof, Clerk of the Crown, Clerks of 
the Peace, Sheriffs, &c., therein, and whether the same are kept and 
classed in an orderly and systematic manner, and due precautions taken 
for their preservation, and what measures (if any) should be adopted 
for that purpose, to consist of Messrs. Christie, Aylwin, Hale, Chabot, 
Méthot, Drummond, & Williams. 

Mr. Christie ... said that it was known that those deposited in 
Quebec and Three Rivers were in good order, but he was not aware 
whether such was the case in Montreal and in Upper Canada. While on 
this subject he would say that the archives of the French Government 
at Quebec were lately put in the most perfect order by a gentleman now 
seated opposite him, Mr. Faribault (one of the Clerks of the House.) 
The services of this gentleman thus rendered would be experienced per- 
haps for two centuries to come.4 





(56) 
Committee ap- Resolved, That a Select Committee, composed of 
pointed on Mr. Christte, the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, Mr. 
state of Rolls, Hale, Mr. Chabot, Mr. Méthot, Mr. Drummond, 
Records, &c. and Mr. Wtlitams, be appointed to enqutre 


tnto and report upon the state and condition 
of the Rolls, Records, Journals, and other papers, in manusertpt and 
print, appertaining to the late Parltaments of Upper and Lower Canada, 
respectively, and to the Parltament of this Province, and the pre- 
cauttons taken for thetr safe keeptng and preservation; also, the 
state and condition of the Judictal registers, records, archives, and 
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papers, appertaining to the several Courts of Justice in Lower Canada, 
and in charge of the respective Clerks or Prothonotartes thereof, Clerks 
of the Crown, Clerks of the Peace, Shertffs, and other officers, or 
funettonartes of the Judicature therein, and whether the same are kept 
and classed in an orderly and systematic manner by the proper officers, 
and due precaution taken for their safe keeping and future preservation; 
and if any and what measures ought to be adopted for that purpose, to 


(57) 
report thereon with all convenient speed; with power to send for per- 
sons, papers, and records. 





MR. MERRITT? moved an address for a statement of the amount 2xpended 
for the administration of Justice in Upper Canada, from the Provincial 
and District funds, and from fees, in 1836 and 1840.6 


(57) 
On motton of Mr, Merritt, seconded by Mr. Thompson, 


Administration Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
of Justice, Hits Excellency the Admintstrator of the Gov- 
Uses ernment, praying that he wtll cause the In- 


spector General to lay before this House, (in 
addttton to the amount for the pertods mentioned in the Address of this 
House to Hts Excellency, passed yesterday,) the amount expended for the 
Admintstratton of Justice in Upper Canada from the Provinetal and 
District Funds and from fees, tn the years 1836 and 1840 respectively. 


Ordered, That the said Address be presented to Hits Excellency the Ad- 
mintstrator of the Government, by such Members of this House as 
are of the Honourable the Executive Counetl of thts Provinee. 


MR. ROBINSON’ moved an address to Her Majesty, praying that she 
will be pleased to take into her favourable consideration the necessity 
of reducing the rates of prostage (sic) in the North American Colonies. 
... Hon. Mr. Robinson ... said, that he was aware that a similar ap- 
plication had been made by the Boards of Trade of Montreal and Quebec, 
and that the answers thereto were unfavorable; yet he thought it pro- 
per that the Legislature should take up the matter: its representa- 
tions might, perhaps, have more effect than those of less important 
bodies, and particularly at present when such serious changes are 
about to take place in the trade of the country. People may say that 
the item of postage is trifling in business, but he (Mr. Robinson) 
would say that it was not so; it was a large account with merchants 
at present, and consequently a very considerable tax upon the people. 
In the Report of the Toronto Board of Trade were some very apposite 
remarks on the subject. (The hon. member then read from the Report.) 
He (Mr. R.) knew that a great deal of blame was laid at the door of 
the Deputy Post Master, Gl. but he was not prepared to say who was in 
fault; he was anxious for investigation, that it might be ascertained 
who really was guilty. It was also said that the greatest resistance 
to enquiry to be met with was in the Post Office Department itself. 
This charge should, if true, be likewise established. (Hear, hear, 
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hear.) - He (Mr. R.) would not then say what sum ought to be fixed. A 
penny might be too low; if so, twopence should be tried. It was mon- 
strous that’ the postage of a letter from Montreal to some parts of 
Upper Canada ... ((was)) equal to the carriage of a barrel of flour be- 
tween the same places.? Besides, it led to constant disregard of the 
law. He (Mr. R.) never travelled but his carpet bag was stuffed with 
letters belonging to his neighbours, and while the present rates ex- 
isted he would never refuse to take a letter for a friend, but if a 
proper reduction were made he would not do so, and would have no objec- 
tion to the strict enforcement of the law. He (Mr. R.) was determined 
to persist in demanding a proper reduction. It was the fashion at home, 
in speaking of the Colonies, to call us an integral portion of the 
Empire, and to argue that we ought to be regarded in the same light as 
the counties in England; let us then, in the matter of postage, be 
treated like the counties of England, or as nearly so as possible. One 
of our Governors said that the people of Canada should have nothing to 
envy in the institutions of their American neighbours. He (Mr. R.) 

was the last man to envy many of those institutions, but when he was 
compelled to pay one shilling and fourpence for a letter instead of 
sixpence, he was certainly not so loyalty-proof as not to think better 
of the American regulations.10 He was determined to agitate this ques- 
tion until a reduction was effected, and so long as he held a seat in 
that House he would, Session after Session, move an Address of this 
nature, 


MR. AYLWIN said the country was much indebted to the hon. member 
for Simcoe for the independent course he had taken. He (Mr. A.) like 
the hon. member who had just sat down, was not prepared to impute blame 
to the Deputy Post Master Gl. It was surmised tha (sic) publicity was 
not given to the representations made respecting the Post Office, and 
this was, perhaps, the great cause of the existence and prevalence of 
abuse. He (Mr. A.) believed that the Post Office here and in the moth- 
er country was badly managed; there appeared to be a want of those 
checks and springs which kept other departments in order; old usages 
were still adhered to, and the wants of the age disregarded. Exertions 
should then be made to cleanse this - as he (Mr. A.) feared it was - 
Augean stable. The efforts of private individuals had done a great 
deal; how much more, then, might the demands of that House effect? 
all existing correspondence should, as a first step, be published; it 
might then be seen where lay the abuses, and where remedies should be 
applied. - The Deputy Post Master received a salary next to that of the 
Governor General; it should be known whether he rendered services cor- 
responding to so great an income. Much as individuals had to complain 
of high rates, he (Mr. A.) believed that the charges to Government 
were still greater. Some time ago, the member for Ottawa, Her Majesty's 
Commissioner of Crown Lands, published a report respecting the Sague- 
nay; in England the postage of such a document would be a penny - here 
it was fifteenpence; and with all due respect to the hon. member who 
prepared it, he (Mr. A.) should say that fifteen pence was more than 
the whole worth of it. The rates paid by members of the Legislature, 
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too, were higher than others were charged; the reason was obvious - the 
chief payment of the officers of petty places was a commission on the 
amount received. There was a public account connected with the post 
office, but he felbleved that it could net, from the state 1 was “in, be 
brought to light. How necessary then was it to know all about that 
department? All should be known. He (Mr. A.) was not prepared to ask 
controul over it, but if the secrecy now complained of were persisted 
in, the Colonies would be compelled to demand entire controul. A cer- 
tain power was given but when it came to be exercised, it was found to 
consist of a few dirty offices; he (Mr. A.) had had experience of this; 
he was once told that he had patronage in the post-office, but upon en- 
quiry he found he had an office of £8 in his gift! Why should the of- 
ficer in England while seeming to give some power virtually exclude us 
from all? - Then there was such mystification in what was done; he (Mr. 
A.) remembered that whilst in the Government he one day took up a re- 
port on the Post Office which lay in the Secretary's Office, but was 
told that although a subordinate officer might look into it a Minister 
could not! Such a system could not but by (sic) highly injurious to 
the public service. The hon. member concluded by again condemning the 
high rates of postage, declaring that it is absurd and ridiculous that 
while a letter from eas cost only ls 4d, the charge from Sandwich, 
im Ue... Was 29.5 6d.1 


DR. NELSON was right well pleased to hear the statements made by 
the hon. member for Leedsl3, in reference to the obstructions that 
were thrown in the way of establishing a Post Office in a particular 
part of his (Mr. Gowan's) County. He (Mr. N.) would mention another 
case which showed the manner in which the Post Offices in his country 
(sic) were conducted, and in which Petitions were disposed of - a 
highly respectable and influential gentleman living on the River 
Y((a))maska, about five miles up, applied to Mr. Stayner, to have a 
Post Office established in a rising village on that river, no answer 
was returned, after repeated applications, he received an answer in 
the negative. The gentleman then wrote to me to request me to make 
application, but he (Mr. N.) did not take any steps in the matter, as 
he considered if the application of so very a respectable individual 
was not attended to, he (Mr. N.) need not hope to be more successful. 
This was another of the many grievances which this country had to suf- 
fer on account of the Post Offices. He trusted that the motion for 
an address would have the desired effect, especially as it came from 
the other side of the house.l 


(57) 
On motion of the Honourable Mr. Robinson, seconded by the Honour- 


able Mr. Moffatt, 


Address _to_the Resolved, That an humble Address be presented 
Queen on kates to the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, pray- 
of Postage. tng that Her Majesty wtll be gractously pleas- 


ed to take tnto Her favourable constderatton, 
the necessity of reducing the rates of Postage in Her Majesty's North 
American Colonies. 
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Resolved, That the satd Resolution be referred to a Select Committee, 
composed of the Honourable Mr. Robinson, Mr. Webster and Mr. Chris- 
tte, to draw up and report the draught of an humble Address tn con- 


formtty to the satd Resolution, 


Milttia Bill. Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Attorney General 
Draper have leave to eet, tn a Brill for the 
better regulatton of the Milttta of this Province. 5 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a se- 
cond time on Tuesday next. 


Hastings Titles Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Soltettor General 
Bie. Sherwood have leave to bring tn a Btll to rem- 


edy certain defects tn the Regtstratton of 
titles in the County of Hastings in Upper Canada. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Tuesday, the fourteenth instant. 


MR. G. MACDONELLL6 (Dundas) moved for an address to his Excellency 
on the subject of certain lots in the town of Cornwall. é 


(57) ’ 
On motton of Mr. Macdonell of Dundas, seconded by Mr. Smith of 
Frontenac , 


Address for Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
papers relative His Excellency the Admintstrator of the Gov- 
fo.a Lot i ernment, praying that he will be pleased to 

Cornwall. cause to be latd before this House a copy of 


the Petttton on whtch was grounded the Order 
tn Counetl dtrecting the sale of Lots Nos. 10 and 11, North stde of 
Water Street, tn the Town of Cornwall, together with a copy of the 
satd Order tn Counetl; also, coptes of the Report of the District 
Agent, and of the Commtsstoner of Crown Lands, touchtng the same, and 
coptes of any letters and documents addressed by J. S. Macdonald, 
Esqutre, to the Government, on the subject, and of the repltes thereto. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hits Excellency the Ad- 
mintstrator of the Government, by such Members of thts House as 
are of the Honourable the Executive Council of this Province. 





Resolutions re- Mr. Price, from the Commtttee of the whole 
ported relative House to constder the expedtency of amending the 
to_ Agriculture, Act 8, Vict. cap.53, for the encouragement of 
(Le Oe Agrteulture tn Lower Canada, reported, according 





to order, the Resoluttons of the satd Commtttee; 
whteh Resoluttons were again read at the Clerk's table, and are as 
followeth:-- 


Resolved, That it ts the opinton of this Committee, that it ts exped- 
tent to make such alterations in the Act passed tn the last Ses- 








315 


ston, tntituled, "An Act to repeal certain Acts therein menttoned, 
and better to encourage Agriculture in Lower Canada, by the estab- 
ltshment of Agrtecultural Soeteties therein", as shall legalize the 
establishment of Agricultural Socteties tn those Counttes whtch 
did not avatl themselves of the provistons of the said Act, by 
establishing Soctettes in the month of June last. 


Resolved, That tt ts the optnton of this Committee, that of the monies 
received under the satd Act for County Socteties, tnstead of res- 
trtcting the approprtatiton for the importation of animals, &c., 
to Fifty pounds, tt ts expedtent to amend the Act so that such 
amount thereof as the Committee of the Soctety may determine, may 
be expended for such purposes over and above the sum of Fifty 
pounds already menttoned. 


Mr. Watts moved, seconded by Mr. Méthot, That the question of con- 
currence be now separately put upon each of the satd Resolutions,18 


MR. SCOTT. He thought they should not proceed farther with this 
measure until the House had report of Committee on petition of the Two 
Mountains; praying for alteration of the Agricultural laws, he there- 
fore moved in amendment that the report be committed to the Committee 
on the said petition.19 


(37) 
Mr. Scott moved tn amendment, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Morin, 
That all the words after "That" tn the said motton be struck out, and 
the following substituted, "the satd Report be referred to the Select 
Commtttee to whitch was referred the Petition of the Reverend J. Paquin 
and others, of the County of Two Mountains." 





MR. WATTS. The object of the bill he was going to introduce was 
merely to legalize the existence of such Agricultural Societies as had 
not been formed in June last; owing to the great time that elapsed be- 
fore the acts of last Session were printed and distributed, very few 
of the inhabitants in many parts of the country were aware of the exis- 
tence of the bill, establishing Agricultural Societies, in the month of 
June last, the time appointed by the Law for the election of officers 
and the formation of societies; and consequently most of the elections 
had only taken place in February last; the only object of this bill was 
to Legalize the existence of such societies as had been formed after 
the time allowed, in order that they might be enabled to receive the 
amount granted by government to the other Agricultural Societies: he 
thought the present bill was a good one; it had yet worked very satis- 
factorily; and he would be extremely sorry to see it meddled with, 20 


(67) 
The questton having been put on the motion of amendment, a ditviston 
ensued, and tt passed in the negative. 
The questton being then put on the matin motion, tt was agreed to. 
And the satd Resoluttons betng again read, and the question of con- 
eurrence being separately put upon each, they were agreed to by the 
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House, and 


Resolved, Accordingly. 


Agricultural Ordered, That Mr. Watts have leave to bring tn a 
Soctettes Bill, Bill to amend the Act for the encouragement of 
BialiGs Agriculture, by the establishment of Agricul- 


tural Soeteties in Lower Canada. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same 
was reecetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a se- 
cond time on Wednesday next. 


Member called Mr. Bertrand, Member for the County of Rimous- 
and did not ki, having been called, according to order, did 
appear. not appear. 

Bill relative to The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
modes of As- the Bill for the substitution of more simple modes 
surance, &. of assurance tn lteu of fines and recoveries, betng 
. read; 21 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER - This was a bill exclusively relating to the 
forms of conveyance of real estate, and he thought that there was no ne- 
cessity of entering into any discussion upon the measure at present, at 
least; he would therefore move that the bill be now read a second time .22 


MR. AYLWIN - wished to know if the bill was in accordance with the 
report of the Committee. 23 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER - Yes, exactly, and he would add that it was a 
bill precisely the same as one passed in the British Parliament in 1834. 
If the bill was read a second time now, he proposed, to refer it to a 
Committee of the whole on Tuesday next .2 


MR. BALDWIN - He had just receieved (sic) a copy of the bill; he 
would not oppose the second reading now, but would reserve to himself 
the power of entering into its merits on that occasion. 2° 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER - He had no wish to press the measure and seeing 
that the copies of the bill had just been distributed, he would defer 
the second reading of it till Tuesday next. 26 


(57) 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and commited to a Committee of 
the whole House on Tuesday next. 


Lunaties and The Order of the Day for the second reading 
Idtots' Reltef of the Bill to remove certain doubts as to the 
BLL, jurisdtetton conferred upon the Court of Chan- 


eery tn Upper Canada in matters relating to lun- 
attes, tdtots, and persons of unsound mind, and thetr estates, and to 
amend and extend the laws in force in Upper Canada relating to luna- 
ties, tdiots and persons of unsound mind, and their estates, being 
read; 


Ordered, That the said Bill be read a second time on Tuesday next. 
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(58) 
Provinetal The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Penitentiary the Bill to consolidate and amend the laws relat- 
BLite ing to the Provincial Penitentiary, being read;2’ 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said the object of the bill relating to the 
Provincial Penitentiary, was to consolidate the various Acts relating 
to this Institution, and to amend them in some particulars; and to re- 
move doubts in those cases where sentence of death was commuted to im- 
prisonment in the penitentiary. As however the bill has just been 
printed, he would agree to postpone the second reading until next Tues- 
day, and then to be referred to a committee of the whole on the suc- 
ceeding Tuesday. 28 


COL. PRINCE opposed the postponement of this measure, the principles 
of which were admitted by all. The season of the year that the Legis- 
lature has been called together is so late, and members are so anxious 
to get home, that he (Mr. Prince) called upon the administration to 
bring on the ... business as quickly as was consistent with the public 
interest. He (Mr. P.) approved of this bill, considering it to be an 
amelioration of the law, as it now stood. 29 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER —- The Ministry had used their utmost exertions 
to expedite the business, and he (Mr. D.) was as ready now, as ever he 
would be, to explain the principles of this Act, but, at the desire of 
some of the members, he had consented to postpone the second reading 
until Tuesday, he would, however, with the consent of the House, refer 
it to a Committee of the whole on Thursday. 30 


MR. AYLWIN would explain to the hon. member for Essex, the reason 
why the consideration of this measure ought to be postponed. He (Mr. 
A.) had just had the bill in his possession for ten minutes, and he had 
not yet read it. The bill also contains some very important provisions, 
touching the liberty of the subject, and ought not therefore to be 
hurried through the House. The government will at another time have 
to answer for the period of the year that the House has been called 
together. Because members wish to get home, is no reason why they 
should proceed with precipitation; he (Mr. A.) thought that now was 
the time for the members to be cautious, for this is one of the most 
important sessions that have ever been held.31 


MR. BALDWIN objected to the opinion that had been expressed, that 
the second reading of a bill was a mere matter of course, because it 
might lead the young members of the House into error; they might sup- 
pose that these forms were unnecessary, and hindered the despatch of 
business. — Bute she (ins B.) considered that ald ‘the cules of the House 
were founded on good sound sense; they were necessary to the just dis- 
charge of their duties. The second reading of a bill was one of its 
most important stages, and not therefore a matter of course. In the 
Upper Canada Legislature many of the members thought it a great hard- 
ship if they were not permitted to read their bills a first and second 
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time, and refer them to a committee; but such was not the practice of 
any other Legislative Body that he was acquainted with.32 


MR. MOFFATT, agreed with the hon. member for the Fourth Riding of 
York, that the more closely they followed the rules of the House the 
better. But there were some local or other bills about the principle 
of which, there could be no difference of opinion, which might be read 
a second time, without debate, and then referred to a committee to ex- 
amine their details. This was the rule adopted in the House of Commons 
in such cases.33 


MR. BALDWIN - There is another question put by the Speaker of the 
House of Commons, which is not put here, namely, shall I leave the chair. 
This practice might with advantage be adopted by us. 34 


(58) 
Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time on Tuesday next. 


Reqtstry BitLl, The Order of the Day for the House tn Commit- 
CRASS tee on the Bill to consolidate and amend the Regts- 


try Laws of Upper Canada, betng read; 
Ordered, That the satd Order of the Day be postponed until Tuesday next. 


Committee The Order of the Day for the House tn Commtit- 
of Supply. tee to constder of the Supply granted to Her Majes- 


ty, betng read; 


Ordered, That that part of the Speech of His Excelleney the Admitntstra- 
tor of the Government, to both Houses of the Provtnetal Parltament 
at the opening of the present Session, which relates to the grant- 
tng of a Supply to Her Majesty, be now read. 

The same was read accordingly. 


Ordered, That so much of the satd Speech as relates to a Supply, be 
referred to the satd Committee. 
The House then resolved ttself into the satd_ Committee. 
Mr. Colville took the Chair of the Committee;3> 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY2® then rose and addressed the House. He said 
that he should not detain the House long, but would endeavour to detail 
as concisely as possible the exact state of the finances of the country. 
He would begin by the estimate which had been made last year, of the 
probable amount of the revenue. He held in his hand a statement, which 
showed that the calculation made at that time for the whole revenue of 
the Province for the year 1845, fixed the probable amount at £522,850. 
Perhaps the actual revenue approached as nearly as was possible to that 
estimate, the returns for the year, showing a total of £524,367. To 
that sum, the balance in hand from 1845, £183,197, must be added, which 
had been appropriated, out of which latter sum £38,091 had been expen- 
ded in payment of various demands. Of these, he might mention as ex- 
amples, the sums of £13414 paid to the Contractors of the Chambly Canal, 
and of £9,187 for the contingencies of the House of Assembly. The 
printing of the Acts of Parliament had also cost £3655 and £7000 had 
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been forwarded to the sufferers by the Quebec fire; the whole of the 
items paid amounting to the sum of £38,091 already mentioned. The House 
then with this exception had disposed of the whole of this sum £707,564 
including the sum of £141,287 for the interest on the public debt, and 
£83,333 was employed in meeting the charges under schedules A and B of 
the Union Act. Of the general appropriations of last year there then 
remained about £10,000 not yet drawn for, while of the £125,000 voted 
for new works, only about £40,000 had been as yet expended, although 
all the works had been commenced, and the £63,266 voted for the sinking 
fund, to redeem the loan to Great Britain had not been remitted, so that 
there appeared to be at the credit of the consolidated fund an amount 
of £184,112. On the other hand, an advance had been made to the Board 
of Works of £139,470, in order to enable that department to proceed with 
the public works, which it had been authorized to undertake by the 4 
and 5 Vic., and which had exceeded the amount of the appropriations. 
He should advert to that matter more particularly at a later period. 
He would then turn to the several sources from which he expected to de- 
rive his income for the coming year, and would go over the various 
items. The first was the interest payable upon deposits. That had 
been last year calculated at £4,000; it actually returned £6,080, and 
he estimated it at £5000 for the current year. The casual revenue had 
been estimated at £5000. It really produced £11,480, but this excess 
was caused by the return of a sum of £6,000, which had been loaned to 
the Trinity House, for the erection of two light houses. This had been 
repaid by that institution from the proceeds of a tax of 2d. per ton 
levied upon shipping. For that item, therefore, he would go back to 
£5,000. The revenue from seizures, fines, &c. was calculated at £3200, 
it returned £3,390: for the coming year he would estimate it at £3,300. 

Exemptions produced £50 last year, and he estimated them at £50 
for the present year. The revenue from the public works had been es- 
timated last year, at £30,000, and had produced £27,500, which, however, 
should more properly be called £32,931, as the two sums of £2,230 and 
£3,200 which had been expended upon the Lachine and Welland Canals, 
had been rendered necessary for repairs, and were independent of the 
expenses attendant upon management and collection, which he thought 
were the only ones which could fairly be deducted from the gross re- 
ceipts, in order to estimate the nett proceeds. 

In order to estimate the probable revenue from the Public Works, 
he had obtained the assistance of Mr. Killaly, the Chairman of the 
Board of Works, as he was not able to say what works were completed or 
likely to return a revenue for the ensuing year. The memorandum fur- 
nished by Mr. Killaly, estimates the return from Public Works at 
£63,000, but as the estimate for the Welland Canal was taken at £33,000 
for 1845, whereas in 1845 it fell short of £20,000, he was not prepared 
to make a greater allowance than £22,000. The Lachine Canal having 
been closed during a part of 1845, no fair criterion could be obtained 
of the revenue that year, and he consequently estimated the returns 
for the current year at £7,000, the amount realized in 1844. The pro- 
ceeds from the Ottawa slides, Mr. Killaly estimated at £9000. The 
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whole amount of that gentleman's statement came to £63,000, but he would 
deduct one fourth from that and say £45,000 as the revenue from that 
department for the coming year. He felt that it was important to dwell 
upon this part of the subject, because it would appear that the revenues 
of the Province had been drawn upon to a greater extent than could have 
been anticipated, and because he knew that he should have something to 
do to answer all the questions which would be put to him from the other 
side of the House, as to the manner in which he accounted for the in- 
creased expenditure. The next item was the Bank imposts. They had 
been calculated at £10,000; and they had returned £13,020. For the 
coming year he estimated them at £13,000, which he thought he might 
fairly do when he considered the intention to increase their business, 
which several of the Banks had manifested by increasing their stock. 
The Excise had been estimated for the last gear (sic) at £35,000. It 
had produced £32,475, but the local taxes on Taverns, &c., having been 
abstracted to the amount of £7,524 in Upper Canada appropriated to the 
payment of rebellion losses, and £5,140 in Lower Canada to purposes 
peculiar to that part of the Province, he would take the amount of in- 
come from that source for the current year, at £20,000. The Customs 
reckoned last year at £400,000, had produced £419,000. He was not pre- 
pared to estimate to a nicety that source of revenue for the coming 
year, but he thought £406,000 might be fairly taken as the probable 
amount. As he proposed to make some changes in the duties levied on 
dutiable articles, he would go over some of the items which had been 
settled last year, and examine the results, in order to show the object 
on the alterations he intended to introduce. It happened that - 37 


MR. CHRISTIE asked if the net receipts were greater than those of 
1844.38 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY replied, no, - that several charges which 
belonged to the year 1844, had been paid in 1845, besides which the 
changes in the regulation of the customs, among which was one to abol- 
ish fees paid to officers, and to compensate them by an increase of 
salary, in lieu of those emoluments, had added somewhat to the expense 
of the department, - an expense, however, which he believed had been 
amply made up by the greater efficiency of the service and the con- 
sequent prevention of smuggling. To return to this subject, he was 
about to remark that it was highly proper to bear in mind the two dif- 
ferent objects for which customs was imposed, namely, - the creation 
of a revenue, and the protection of home production. In the latter 
case, of course, the object would be better attained, in proportion 
as the duty was onerous and prohibitive. On the other hand, if the 
object was the raising of a revenue, it was most important to use 
great caution, and exercise a judicious liberality in dividing and 
subdividing the burthen over a great many articles, in order to show 
that it was desired to raise revenue, not by heavy imports, but by 
largely increasing consumption. He would compare some of the estimates 
of last year with the real amount of revenue produced, so that hon. 
gentlemen might see the force of what he advanced. The first thing to 
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which he would call attention, was the protective duty levied on horses 
and cattle. The estimate upon the increased rate of duty was taken at 
£10,950. The actual receipts were §7,040, showing a falling off, as 
compared with the receipts in 1844, of £72, and as compared with the 
estimates, of £3,010. So that the duty appeared to have the effect of 
diminishing, instead of increasing the revenue. To show this in a more 
convincing light, he would strike off the receipt on account of horses, 
upon which no increased rate of duty had been imposed. It would then 
appear that the whole number of cattle imported in 1844 was 6561, pro- 
ducing a revenue of £5,572, while in 1845, no more than 2891 had been 
brought into the Province, and the customs levied upon them had not 
exceeded £4,098, showing a deficiency of £1,474. Another instanc2 of 
the effect of protective duties might be found in the case of the ad- 
dition of 73d. a barrel imposed on flour brought into the province. 

The number of brls. brought in the year 1844 was 131,287, upon which 

a revenue of £15,973 was raised. It was anticipated that an increase 
of the revenue upon this article would have taken place to the extent 
of £3,992, but instead of that being the case, the number of barrels 
imported fell off to 68,300, and the revenue derived from them was only 
£10,383 baking arreduction of notvless than £5,590: On ‘spirits, the 
charge instead of 6d. per gallon, was raised to ls. 3d., and the es- 
timated increase in revenue was calculated at £13,492, but instead of 
475,608 gallons imported in 1844, only 367,856 were brought in in 1845, 
showing a diminution of the consumption of 107,752 gallons. At the 
same time the revenue in 1844 was £36,268, so that the improvement 

was only £2,705 in lieu of £13,493, which had been expected. The duty 
on wines had been changed from ls. per gallon on Madeira, and 6d. on 
other kinds, to a general charge of 8d. per gallon, and 10 per cent 

ad valorem; and the estimated improvement was 17,665. The actual re- 
venue from this source in 1844 was £16,319: last year it was ¢17,732, 
showing no greater improvement in revenue than £1,413, at the expense 
of a decrease in quantity from 392,279 gallons in 1844 to 220,995 gal- 
lons in 1845, or a deficiency of 171,284 gallons. It was to be remark- 
ed, however, that the change was partly to be attributed to the heavy 
importations which took place in 1844, which, of course, rendered a 
large importation next year unnecessary. 

There were two other instances to which he would refer. These re- 
lated to the articles of tea and tobacco. Of manufactured tobacco, the 
importations in 1844, at the inland ports, amounted to 1,668,396 lbs., 
which, at 7 per cent. Imperial, and 2d. Provincial duty, brought in a 
sum of £19,666. In 1845, 2,183,320 lbs. were imported, being an im- 
provement in quantity, equal to 414,724 lbs., while the diminution in 
duty was only 3,473, the revenue amounting to £16,192, of unmanufac- 
tured tobacco, 61,/95 lbs. were introduced in 1844, and 330,822 lbs. 
in 1845, at the inland ports, the duty being, in each year, ld. ster- 
ling per 1b. showing that an enormous increase, to the amount of 
269,027 lbs. had taken place in the consumption, although no reduction 
had been made in the duty. But the change was to be imputed, also, in 
a great measure, to the praiseworthy vigilance exhibited by the officers 
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appointed to watch the frontier, as the excess was entirely at the in- 
land ports. There was imported into Montreal and Quebec, in 1844, 
253,474 lbs. of unmanufactured tobacco, at aduty of 1s per 1b: in 
1845, 191,930 lbs were imported, showing a decrease of 61,549 lbs., and 
exhibiting a total deficiency of £1,787 in the revenue froum (sic) 

that source. As there was so large an increase of importation at the 
inland ports, and so small a reduction in the seaports, he hoped that 
in another year the revenue might equal that of 1844. In the article 
of tea, imported at the inland ports, in 1844, the accounts showed a 
quantity of 1,088,199 lbs., whieheateld Imperial, and 2d> Provincial, 
duty, produced a revenue of £22,066. In 1845, 1,908,329 lbs. were in- 
troduced, showing an improvement in quantity of 820,130 lbs., and this 
on an article which had long ceased to be a luxury, and had become a 
necessary of life. It seemed to him, that the loss of £2,428, by the 
reduction of duty, was a trifle, compared to the advantage of the peo- 
ple of every class being able to procure the article in greater quantity, 
and at a cheaper rate. On this head, too, he assumed, that, in the 
coming year, the revenue would equal that of 1844. He desired, espec- 
ially, to direct the attention of the honorable member for Lanark to 
the several figures which he would give him, because they would show 
the truth of the principle which he had assumed with regard to tobacco - 
that the increase was owing to the increased vigilance of the officers. 
The quantities entered at the several ports mentioned below, in the 
years 1844 and 1845, stood as follows: - 


1844. LBA, 
Port Dalhousie * o)<lsMebe BOLLE nec l ees. 1S9903 ibs: 
Niagata.. «v.9s\ sale Bee mee pee GELS 21h, aay, 
WimdSOY, 0.) off «Fae. oho cet coneoeee 8 , 172 
PRESCOttE +. ion 2d see See Oe oS 7,329 
Brockville «4 @).' o1e Secu wes 83,397 
Bel levithe oc ag! ed Hye ee eel ah DSsol? 
Port stanley av wus < Mid Seep oes Oe G7 F320 


These ports were all of them situated in positions which were very 
favourable to the operations of the smuggler, but he would give two or 
three instances of some other ports in a different position, to show 
more distinctly the point which he desired to enforce. At Kingston the 
quantity of tea imported in 1844, was 114,927 lbs; in 1845 it was 
196,268 lbs; at Toronto, in 1844, it was 258,680 lbs; and in 1845, 
323,960 1lbs.; in Hamilton the quantity imported in 1844 was 191,198 
lbs, and in 1845, 265,657 lbs. Of manufactured and unmanufactured 
leather, the value in 1844 was £58,775, upon which a large duty was 
imposed, equal in some cases, to 25 or 30 per cent. In 1845 the im- 
portation only equalled in value £39,512, showing a falling off of 
£19,262 in value. The revenue was somewhat improved, but he thought 
the imposition was too heavy. The revenue from inland importation was 
in 1844 of the value of £5,568, and in 1845, £10,322, showing an im- 
provement of £4,654. In Montreal and Quebec the gross amount of cus- 
toms collected on this article was £1,426, in 1845, but he was unable 
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to give the amount in 1844, because being an ad valorem duty, it had 
been included with others of the same class, and the distinct amount 
could not be ascertained. From other sources, however, he was able to 
say, that he believed the amount must have been much higher that year 
than it was last. In the inland ports, the duty on leather, such as 
goat skins, sheep skins, &c., was, in 1845 £6,290, and on manufactured 
leather of all descriptions, £4,030. On linens, woollens, and hardware, 
the duty in 1844 had amounted to £113,486, and in 1845 to £123,277, 
showing on this item an improvement of nearly £10,000. 

On sugar, the duty in 1845 had been £86,006, in 1844 92,210 showing 
a diminution of about £7,000. This was to be accounted for from the 
largeness of the supply in 1844, and the very limited crop which had 
been made in Cuba last year. In molasses, the duty for 1844 had been 
£5,579, in 1845, 9,186. In fruits, oils, and spices there had been an 
improvement in 1845 of £8,300. He would now briefly go over the changes 
which he proposed to apopt (sic). First, in wines: he proposed, in- 
stead of the duty of 8d. per gallon, to substitute one of 4d.3; and in- 
stead of the ad valorem charge of 10 per cent., to reduce it to 5 per 
cent on all classes of wine. On Muscovado and bastard sugars, he pro- 
posed to reduce the duty for the present year by ls. 10d. per cwt., 
and to make a further reduction of ls. 3d. per cwt. in 1847, making the 
veduction, in all, 3s..1s. per .cwt. He proposed to classify all sorts 
of dye woods, with the nuts, vegetables, and other subtances (sic) 
used for dyeing, and to admit them at the same duty of 1 per cent. In- 
dian corn he proposed to admit duty free. American wheat he would also 
admit free, to be exported or to be ground in bond for exportation. 
He proposed to admit all kinds of manufactured or unmanufactured lea- 
ther , the produce of Great Britain or the British Colonies, when im- 
ported direct or by sea, at 5 per cent ad valorem. By inland routes 
he proposed to adopt the following scale: - 


UNMANUFACTURED LEATHER. 


Present rate. Proposed rate. 
per lb. per lb. 

On goat, lamb, and 

sheep skins Not to be changed. 
Calf sks, dressed 6d. 3d. 
Kips Bye ZGhs 
Harness leather 2d’. Leddy 
Sole do IS « ld, 
Leather cut to 

shape 6d. 3d. 


ON MANUFACTURED LEATHER 
Present rates. Proposed rates. 


per doz. per doz. 


Boots, shoes, &c. 
per doz. Te, Od. DBs 
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Present rates. Proposed rates. 
per doz. per doz. 


Womens' boots, & 

shoes, silk or 

satiny RCs hoe Hee & 0 OP Seiiee bia Fey 
Girls' boots, shoes 

and leather go- 

loshes, under 7 

inches aim lengtii!, ia) Mi.) Pa) Sao 2s. 
Girls' boots and 

shoes of silk, 

Satin, jean tor 

othex stuff) kad 

OL, MOTOCEO: nays ge, “PE Re ee Se 28 
Men's boots, per 

pair ot omy Te 
Boys' boots, above 

8 inches tan Length % .2°So.j hoisted Od. 
Boys' shoes, 8 inc's 

and. ~inger ‘og! GAhoite es Od). 4d. 


nel Sh. Gry, Ved. 


He anticipated that the revenues received at Montreal and Quebec 
would be increased by this change, and that the introduction of certain 
descriptions of goods would not be so strictly prohibited as they were 
by the tariff of last year; at the same time that a fair protection 
would be maintained for Home manufactures. The next circumstance which 
he approached was one upon which he apprehended no difficulty. When 
information was received of the awful calamity which befel (sic) the 
City of Quebec, the Governor in Council appropriated the sum of £7,000 
for the relief of the sufferers; and he trusted that grant would meet 
with the sanction of the House. (Cheers.) It was no time to consider 
of expediency, it was no time for delay, when thousands were without 
food or shelter; the adage "bis dat qui cito dat" may be applied in 
that case, and he had no doubt that the House would unanimously ap- 
prove of the appropriation. In further aid of the sufferers, the Gov- 
ernment proposed to raise by Debentures upon its guarantee, the sum of 
£100,000, to be given upon loan in proportionate sums for the restora- 
tion of the buildings destroyed; security being taken upon the lands 
and tenements for the loans made to individuals; he trusted that the 
House would concur in this measure of assistance. The next point to 
which he would allude, was the great loss of life and destruction of 
property which had taken place in the autumn of last year, among the 
shipping in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. The relief stations and Light- 
houses for want of support, were not so adequate to the purposes for 
which they were intended as they ought to be. He was not prepared to 
advocate the levying of any additional tonnage dues upon shipping, as 
he considered such a course, to say the least of it impolitic; as a 
commercial country, it was their duty to support the shipping, and put 
no burden wbich (sic) could be avoided upon trade. But a loan of 
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£19,000 had been made several years back by the Provincial Government, 
to the Commissioners of the Montreal Harbour, this sum had enabled them 
to build those magnificent wharves which had defied the force of the ice; 
those improvements had been productive of an ample revenue, and would 
in a short time enable the Commissioners to pay off the debt. He pro- 
posed therefore to apply this £19,000 as it should become paid, or, if 
necessary to anticipate the payments, for the purpose of erecting new 
light houses and establishing more relief stations. The next subject 
to which he came was the accumulation of the funds derived from the 
Jesuit Estates; these funds had been accumulating, he believed, since 
1832, or he might say from the year 1800, when that order became ex- 
tinct, until the present time, and they amounted to over £45,000, of 
which £14,115 was invested and £33,415 was still in the Receiver Gen- 
eral's chest. This sum invested in debentures, at even 5 per cent, 
would make an addition to the revenue of £2,250, and the yearly pro- 
fits of the same estates were about £4000 more, - He proposed to apply 
there (sic) sums towards Educational purposes in Lower Canada. 


MR. AYLWIN - In accordance with the Act .40 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY continued: - He was not aware whether the Act 
specified for Lower Canada alone, but such was the intention of the govern- 
ment. He would now turn to a uqestion (sic) which had been much agitated, 
and which was of considerable importance to Upper Canada - he alluded 
to the Administration of Justice - (cheers.) He proposed to charge 
this burden upon the public revenue, but as there were at present no 
means at his disposal for this purpose, he proposed to assume this year 
one-third of the charge, next year two-thirds of it, and finally in 
1848 that the Province should assume the whole - (cheers.) He did not 
think that Lower Canada could complain of this; it was not his inten- 
tion to draw upon the present revenue for this purpose, but to pro- 
vide a new fund from which it was to be liquidated. He proposed to 
make an alteration in the methok (sic) of levying the duty upon Pro- 
vincial spirits; at present the duty was charged upon the capacity of 
the still, a method which was found to bear most unequally, as the quan- 
tity of spirits drawn under certain circumstances from a still of one 
magnitude bore no proportion to the quantity drawn under different cir- 
cumstances from a still of the same proportions; he therefore proposed 
to levy a duty of 3d. per gallon upon the distiller's product. He 
was not prepared to state with correctness the exact amount which this 
change would produce, but he had reason to believe that it would be 
very great. He instituted enquiries as to the amount of spirits manu- 
factured in Canada, and the returns he had received set down the quan- 
tity at 4,500,000, exclusive of the Districts of Simcoe and Huron, 
from which no returns had as yet been received, but which might be set 
down at 70,000 more. He did not give this statement to the House as 
a correct one, but was prepared to allow a very wide margin; assuming 
it to be correct under the system he proposed this branch would pro- 
duce £57,000, now he was prepared to strike off more than one half and 
estimate the revenue thus to be derived at £28,000, or an increase of 
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23,000 over that now drawn from the same source. The cost of the Admin- 
istration of Justice in Upper Canada appeared by returns which would be 
shortly laid before the House, somewhat under £18,000, he believed in 
naming that sum, he was above what it would be found to cost, so that 
after paying the charge imposed upon, this new fund would contribute 
considerably towards other wants of the government. 1 _ To return again 
to the subject of the sinking fund which for two years would amount to 
£123,000. It would be remembered that when it was first proposed to 
raise a loan for the purpose of carrying on the Public Works, one mil- 
lion and a half sterling was authorized to be obtained upon debentures, 
with the guarantee of the British Government, but owing to the loose 
construction of the Act for the purpose, it was found that when that 
sum had been actually raised, the powers of the Act ceased. The Deben- 
tures had been sold in England at a premium of £12 per cent. conse- 
quently, although this province obtained the full sum of £1,500,000, 
yet the loan effected in reality was only £1,360,000; and, under the 
guarantee they were entitled to raise the further sum of £140,000 to 
make up the million and a half exclusive of the premium. The British 
Government was prepared to allow this, and it was clear that the pro- 
vince needed it to provide for the advances which had been made to 

the Board of Works. (Cheers.) There were two courses open to then, 
either to borrow this £140,000 and continue the Sinking Fund, or to 
allow the loan to remain as it was, and to take the Sinking Fund for 
two years, 1845, 1846 for the necessities of the province. - The Pro- 
vincial debt would be less in the end by £12,000, if they did not go 

to the full limit of their guaranteed credit, the saving being effected 
by the difference between the amount of the Sinking Fund for two years, 
or twice £64,000 and the £140,000 which they had power to borrow, in 
addition to the saving of exchange and interest, for it must be borne 
in mind that while they paid 4 per cent. for the borrowed money, they 
could not obtain that rate of interest upon the deposit of the Sinking 
Fund. The whole amount of the Provincial Debt to England was origin- 
ally £1,360,000 sterling, of this 44,000 had been repaid, and the pre- 
sent liability was £1,316,000; they had borrowed less than they had 
power to do, and he was free to confess they had spent more than they 
had authority to do. (Cheers.) He was now prepared to state how it 
happened that the large advances had been made to the Board of Works, 
and when that statement was made and the facts upon which it was 
founded investigated, he believed that House would have no grounds of 
accusation against the Administration. These works were designed and 
commenced beforr (sic) the present Administration came into power, in 
1842 and 1843; it was also well known that when contracts were given 
for the execution of such works, the Government stood committed for 

the whole sum which was involved by the contract no matter how much 

it exceeded the original appropriation; these contracts were made not 
at so much for the whole work, by which the requisite outlay could 

be immediately arrived at, but at so much per yard for excavation or 
masonry, and in like manner for other works. Thus, the contract béing 
once entered into, and the works commenced, it was not in the power of 
the Government, if it found that the estimates of the expense of the 





327 


work were too low, and that the appropriation for the purpose was about 
to be exceeded, to suspend the work. The moment these works were begun, 
the faith of the country was pledged for the payment of the whole sun, 
which the contract might bring against it. Thus it was, that when in 
July last they were called upon to make an appropriation of £22,000 for 
the Welland Canal, they had felt bound, for the sake of maintaining the 
credit, to do so, and further, to make monthly appropriations for the 
payment of the debt in which these works envolved (sic) then (sic); and 
thus, from that time until the first of March last, £90,000 had beeen 
(sic) expended. With regard to the works at the Rondeau Harbour, it 
had been also found necessary to exceed the amount provided by that 
House for the improvements; a report from the President of the Board of 
Works had been laid before the Council, showing that if the piers were 
left in their unfinished condition, in the autumn, exposed to the vio- 
lence of the winter seas, all that had been done would be destroyed; the 
further appropriation of about £6,000 on the works had therefore been 
authorized. In the year 1842, and '43 the Cobourg Harbour had been, 
some way or other mortgaged to the Government, and £10,000 had been ex- 
pended upon it; but no authority was to be found for the expenditure, 
and no appropriation by Parliament. (Hear, hear.) It seemed, however, 
to have been taken ftom (sic) the appropriation for Harbours aud (sic) 
Light Houses, but this had not been discovered until the appropriation 
for these purposes had been much exhausted, and then it was found nec- 
essary to remove it from that appropriation in order to give to those 
works the benefit of the true sum intended by Parliament for them. Pro- 
vision had therefore to be made for this. 

He wished to disguise nothing from the House, but to lay before it 
a plain and simple statement of facts. He asked for no favour at its 
hands, but courted the fullest and strictest investigation. - The ex- 
penses which the Administration had incurred were not expenses of their 
seeking, the works which had been carried on were none of their design- 
ing, the contracts had been entered into in 1842, 43, and the present 
ministry felt themselves compelled in order to preserve the public 
faith which had been pledged to contractors to make such advances as a 
strong necessity compelled, but for which they were not responsible. 
He had applied to the Board of Works for estimates of the probable fu- 
ture expenses on the Welland Canal, and had been informed that, inde- 
pendent of the means already expended, £183,328 would be required; this 
was indeed a great additional burden upon the revenue, the original 
appropriation was £500,000, and the probable cost would be £770,000; 
but this was not all, he had felt it his duty to call upon the Board of 
Works for estimates of the required outlay upon all the works now in 
progress, and at a very late period, as late as the 26th of March last, 
had obtained a report from the Secretary of the Board, which appeared 
to be Mr. Begly's particular report, in which it was shown that the 
sum which would be required, over and above appropriations made by the 
4th and 5th Victoria, was £508,000. He said that this was Mr. Begly's 
particular report, because appended thereto was a note from the Presi- 
dent of the Board, setting forth that the documents had been prepared 


328 


without his having been consulted upon the subject, and the amount was 
greater than the reports of the several Engineers had led him to expect; 
he could not therefore pledge himself to their accuracy although per- 
haps upon investigation they might be found to be correct. Perhaps the 
Chairman had not had time to look closely into these documents, and 
make the necessary enquiries and calculations. I know, said he, that 
there are likely to be a great many demands upon the public purse, and 
I wish to show you in what state that purse is, so that hon. gentlemen 
may be merciful when they ask for money. I pronounce no opinion upon 
the expenditure which has been made; I wish to cast no doubt upon the 
value of the works which are now in progress, and for the perfection 

of which this great debt has been incurred; one thing is evident that 
when they were commenced, what would be their actual cost, was not known. 
He was not prepared to say that the expenses incurred were greater than 
they ought to have been; he had, as a Commissioner of the Enquiry now 
going on, examined the books of the Board of works, and had found the 
prices moderate, in no instance had he found them extravagant; he knew 
something of these matters, particularly, as regarded timber, and in 

no instance had there been too high a price allowed; yet there was the 
conclusive fact, the actual cost had gone far beyond the estimates. 

He believed that thse (sic) works were, and would be of a vast and in- 
creasing importance to this country, and as yet they never were of 
greater importance than they promised to be at the present time. It 
had been said by some persons, that the St. Lawrence was an expensive 
route, and could not compete with New York; he did not agree with that 
opinion, on the contrary, he believed it might be made much cheaper. 

He appealed to his hon. friend for Lincoln whether the locks upon the 
Erie Canal were not more numerous, and of consequence more expensive 

in working than those upon the St. Lawrence. It had been said that 
vessels were more expensive here than among the Americans, this too 

he denied, we could build ships at from £5 to £10 per ton, while the 
Americans began at £10 and went up to £20. He had heard that the man- 
agement of these vessels was more expensive, what could we not be as 
economical as our neighbours; could it be said in a British Colony 

that its people cannot equip, man and sail their ships as well, and 

yet as economically as the Americans? What reason was there, then, 

why the St. Lawrence should not compete, yes, and successfully com- 
pete with any rival route? - There was no reason, and he believed that 
it would in its. Inland Waters, and through to the ocean, more than com- 
pete with the Erie Canal. The price of freight and insurance neces- 
sarily depended upon the amount of business carried on, it therefore 
became necessary that this country should exert itself to remove 

every duty which has the effect of preventing business, and it was on 
that account that he had given his aid towards the taking off the duty 
from wheat. If the market were a limited one, it was clear that it 
must always be a bad one, because a merchant could place no confidence 
in it. Supposing for instance, that a merchant in Liverpool has ad- 
vices that ‘the ‘price, of fleur ‘in Montreal is 25s'> per ‘barrel; “and ~“sup= 
pose he sends an order to his correspondent to ship him a large quan- 
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tity to his account, what would ... be the consequence? In all prob- 
ability five or six other merchants have been induced by the same cir- 
cumstances, to do the same thing; all their orders came at the same 
moment, and up goes the price to 30s. 

Again, when a ship-owner hears that the price of freight is 7s. 6d. 
per barrel, he may, perhaps send his vessel only to find two or three 
more in the port, all seeking freight like himself, and down goes the 
price, there is produce only to load two or three, and a competition is 
immediately established among them all to get a share. Thus, a limited 
market must always increase charges. He thought that no Administration 
would impose heavy tolls on the public works. It was sufficient that 
they should just pay their own expenses. It had been said by the hon. 
member for Quebec, that the lower part of the Province had no interest 
in the improvement of the Saint Lawrence navigation.42 


MR. AYLWIN, the hon. gentleman has mistaken me. He will find that 
I am of quite a different opinion. We have too much interest in if42 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY ((resumed:)) He dissented entirely from that 
opinion. He said that the St. Lawrence was the great artery which fed 
Montreal and Quebec, and every town upon its banks. He insisted that 
the carrying trade was the vital principle of the Lower Province, and 
that it was nourished by the trade which came to the Saint Lawrence. 
Every road and canal which came down to its shores communicated the pul- 
sation to the heart of Montreal, and through it to the whole of Lower 
Canada. He insisted that it was impossible to give a benefit to any 
one part of the country without benefiting the whole. And here he 
would ask what all the works on the Ottawa were made for if it were 
not for the benefit of Quebec? It was not Montreal; it was not the 
Upper Province which was advantaged by those works, but the City of 
Quebec to which all the timber of the country was sent for shipment; 
and here he would as the timber trade had been alluded to, show the 
immense quantity of timber which was exported and of which almost the 
whole was shipped at Quebec. In 


1842 265,000 loads were shipped. 


1843 448,424 do 
1844 444,000 do 
1845 506,945 do 

Of Staves there were shipped in 
Tenet cee tk Sete Be ih 642165500 
PSOE ee ee) tea ee ee ee eee te 510 5.0005000 
HONS eg oe. 5 en eee en, Rate, 644500, 000 


While the quantity of each description shipped from Montreal was merely 
nominal. If the hon. member from Quebec desired it he would go on to 
Deals.44 


MR. AYLWIN said he might go on to deal with something else.45 
MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY ((continued:)) He therefore contended that 
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expenditure,had been larger than the sums which were at first antici- 
pated, yet that all those great public works would ultimately prove of 
the highest adyantage to the colony.44 


MR. MERRITT enquired of the Inspector Gene((ral)) what was the 
whole amount of the public debt of Canada? 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY <- He could not state the aia Abeba but 
it would be found in the accounts laid Before the House. 


MR. MERRITT wished to know the amount of the deduction of the Civil 
List that would be made in the proposed bill of the Ministry? He (Mr. 
M.) considered they could not enter upon the discussion of the supplies 
unless the whole financial affairs of the Province were laid before 
them. 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY stated that the Civil List would be laid before 
the House in a few days.20 


MR. AYLWIN said, this was not the proper time for discussion, nor 
was it his intention to go into the subject. 1 The Inspector General 
had adopted the proper course in giving them, in the early part of the 
session, an exposé of the affairs of the Province, and of the intentions 
of the administration.22 He was much pleased with the manner in which 
the Inspector General's statement had been made, it was most satisfac- 
tory, and the statement of affairs of the Province most lucid--(cheers.) 3 
(Hear.) Yes, he was satisfied with the manner, put-4 the matter was 
another thing, and upon the proper occasion25 with the matter of these 
statements he must express his decided dissatisfaction. He did not in- 
tend to enter upon the discussion of them this evening, as he thought 
it would be profitless and fruitless. He (Mr. A.) was not now able to 
offer his objections to the statements and arguments of the Inspector 
General, nor to animadvert on the proceedings of the Government during 
the past year. He (Mr. A.) complained of the manner in which the ad- 
ministration had acted with respect to the sinking fund, and of their 
plunging the country into a large debt. He (Mr. A.) wished further 
time to be given him to verify the calculations of the Inspector Gen- 
era. 


MR. ROBINSON considered that the schemes of the Government ought 
to be as extensively made known as possible, to give an opportunity to 
those interested, to make known their views to the House. He (Mr. R.) 
was opposed to the reduction of the duty on leather, for many indivi- 
duals in Upper Canada were now making extensive preperations (sic) to 
build Tanneries, and their exertions would be paralysed if the present 
duty was reduced. When he (Mr.R.) was Inspector General; an office 
which is much more worthily filled by its present occupant - of all 
articles of commerce, he found leather to be the toughest. He (Mr.R.) 
had heard no complaints against the duties imposed last year - and he 
was opposed to these frequent changes. 2/ 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY in answer to an enquiry of Mr. Moffatt, 58 
stated that he would lay before the House, as full a statement as he 





could, of the imports and exports of the Province since the Union. The 
returns, for the first year or two, in consequence of many articles, 
which paid a duty of five per cent ad valorem not being particularized, 
were not so complete as could be desired. 


(58) 
and after some time spent theretn, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; 
And Mr. Colvtlle reported that the Committee had made some progress, 
and had directed htm to move for leave to sit agatn. 


Ordered, That the satd Committee have leave to stt agatn on Tuesday, 
the fourteenth tnstant. 


Then on motton of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smith, second- 
ed by Mr. Gowan, 
The House adjourned unttl Monday next. 


- APPENDIX, 3 APRIL 1846. 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: DISPOSITION OF CLERGY RESERVES. ) )©9 


MR. BOULTON asked whether it was the intention of Ministers to make 
any new arrangement relative to the disposition of the Clergy Reserves. Ol 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said that it did not lay (sic) with the Pro- 
vincial Legislature to make any alteration in this matter®2, As the 
Clergy Reserves had been set apart by an imperial statute ((which)) had 
already provided the manner of their disposal, no measure of this Colon- 
ial Legislature could at all affect them.... He said that the regula- 
tions for that purpose were made by Her Majesty in council.63 The Ad- 
ministration had done all it had the power to do - it had suggested to 
the consideration of Her Majesty in Council, the expediency of making 
some modifications in the original system , It was not the intention, 
however, of the ministry to do any thing serious in reference to them, 65 
When the Committee, to whom the petitions for these changes were refer- 
red, reported, he would put the hon. gentleman in possession of further 
information upon the subject. In the meantime he might rest assured 
that it was the desire of himself and colleagues, in any action they 
took upon this matter, to carry into effect the wishes of the House and 
country thereon, 66 


( (QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: PURCHASE OF DORCHESTER BRIDGE. )) 67 


M. CHAUVEAU demanda a 1'administration si c'’était son intention 
d'acheter le pont Dorchester®8, 


. AT. GEN. SMITH, stated that the subject was under considera- 
tion. M. Smith dit qu'il pourrait lundi donner une réponse sur ce 
sujet. 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: PROSPECTIVE JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
FOR OTTAWA COUNTRY.))/1 


MR. DRUMMOND asked if it were intended to form a seperate (sic) 
District for judicial purposes of the country up the Ottawa. /2 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH, said that the subject was under consideration 
and would be embodied in the resolutions which he intended to lay on 
the table in a few day./3 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: JACQUES CARTIER BRIDGE.))/74 
MR. DRUMMOND, asked what had been done with the money granted for 
the Jacques Cartier bridge./5 


MR. AT, GEN. SMITH stated that the answer to that question would 
be found in the report of the Board of Works which would be laid on 
the table in a few day. The answer to the next question would also be 
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found in that report. /6 
QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: MONTREAL COURT HOUSE. )) 77 


MR. DRUMMOND ((asked a question.))/8 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH, in answer to Mr. Drummond, said that a Bankrupt 
Bill was in course of preparation, and would be laid upon the table in 
a few days. That it was the intention of the Government to provide for 
the erection of the Montreal Court House’?. A few days would develope 
(sic) the intentions of the Ministry on that subject, and in the mean- 
time80 immediate steps for the preservation of the National Records 
now deposited in the vaults of the old gaol ((would be taken.))81 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: ERECTION OF BOUT DE L'ISLE 
BRIDGE. ))82 


MR. DEWITT made an enquiry of the ministry in reference to the dis- 
posal of the money for the erection of a bridge at Bout de L'Isle. He 
said that the money for that purpose had been voted nearly four years 
ago, and at this moment the carrier of Her Majesty's mail could not 
without great difficulty and danger cross over. 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH, said that this subject would be answered in 
the report of the Board of Works. 84 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: ERECTION OF RIVIERE DU CHENE 
BRIDGE. ) )85 


MR. LAURIN made an enquiry of the ministry in reference to the ex- 
penditure of money on the erection of a bridge on Riviére du Chene. 86 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH stated that an answer to this would be found in 
the report of the Board of Works, when laid on the table .87 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: LOWER CANADA JURORS.) )88 


MR. LAFONTAINE made an enquiry of the ministry respecting Jurors 
in Lower Canada. 89 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER said the subject was under consideration. 29 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: AMENDMENT OF JUDICATURE SYSTEM 
IN UPPER CANADA.)) 214 


MR. BALDWIN asked if it were the intention of the Ministry to in- 
troduce a measure to amend the system of Judicature in Upper Canada. 92 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER ... said that he was not prepared at present 
to introduce any measure for the amendment of the Judicature system 
of Upper Canada.?> Last session a Committee of which the hon. member 
for the Fourth Riding of York was himself one, made extensive enquir- 
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ies on the subject referred to?4, The government was in possession of 
the answers returned to the interrogatories addressed to the profession 
in Upper Canada, and time was required for collating and considering 
them.95 He (the Att. Gen.) was not prepared to act upon any one; the 
utmost he found himself able to do was to arrange and methodize them 
for future consideration. It was known that the Judiciary of Upper 
Canada consisted of a Court of Queen's Bench, in which presided a Chief 
Justice and four puisne Judges, and a Court of Chancery. A variety of 
propositions were made to the Committee, and two or three leading de- 
fects pointed out one of the defects was the want of a Court of Appeals. - 
With regard to the Court of Chancery, there was no necessity for a new 
Court of Appeal from that, the only Appellant Court wanted was from 

the common law decisions. At present the only Appeal from Courts of 
common law was to the Executive Council direct, upon such occasions of 
appeal, the Chief Justice assisted. While he (the Att. Gen.) admitted 
the want of an Appellant tribunal it would be unjust in him if he did... 
not, at the same time, state that during his experience, and it was not 
inconsiderable, he was not aware of more than four of five cases in 
which appeal was desired; he would not, however, say that if there were 
an Appellant Court more appeals would not be contemplated; but from the 
nature of the Jurisprudence of Upper Canada, he was of opinion that 
under any circumstance appeals from the common law Courts would be very 
rare compared with those from the Court of Chancery. One of the reme- 
dial suggestions offered was the erection of a second law Court with 
concurrent jurisdiction. With regard to this he thought he would pause 
sometime before adopting it. Another plan was to add two Judges to 

the Court of Chancery and then forming a Court of Appeal to be composed 
from Judges of all these Courts - and a third was to divide Upper Can- 
ada into two Districts, and to erect a new Court for what would then 

be the Eastern District, these Courts to have a concurrent jurisdiction 
and power of appeal from one to the other as in the Lower Province. 

If there were any delay in getting through the business of the present 
Courts there would be some shew of reason for these demands, but there 
was no such difficulty. When last in Toronto he (the Att. Gen.) took 
occasion to meet the Chief Justice and the four puisne Judges upon 

this subject, and he was informed by them that of the business then 
before the Court there would not be four cases in which judgment would 
not be pronounced; and he (the At . Gen.) would undertake to affirm 
that in any case where delay occurred it was not from an accumulation 
of business but from its being of such a nature as to render the 

Judges desirous of giving it more enlarged consideration. Such then 
being the case, and there being no arrear of business to be charged 
against the present Court, he (the Att. Gen.) was? as Vet"... Hot 
prepared to do the question that justice its high importance demand- 
ed97, ((and)) to recommend any new plan. 


FOOTNOTES - 3 APRIL 1846. 


The following was reported in MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 April 1846, and 
COBOURG STAR, 15 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 April 1846. 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 3 April 1846, 
and PILOT. 4, 7 April 1646, in identical accounts: 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. The two paragraphs of this speech are found 
in different columns of the MIRROR, and in different issues of the 
PILOT, “4, 7 April 1646. 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 3 April 1846, 
ane SP TROT) 43 AAT Is S46, “in Wdentical. accounts. 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 3 April 1846, 
PILOT, 4, 7 April 1846, and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 16 April 1846, in 
accounts which are identical except that in the BROCKVILLE RECORDER 
some speeches have been omitted entirely; and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 
April 1846, and COBOURG STAR, 15 April 1846, in identical accounts. 
A commentary is contained in EXAMINER, 8 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. The first and second paragraphs of this 
speech are found in different columns of the MIRROR and in different 
issues of PILOT, 4, 7 April 1846. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 April 1846, 
referred to Robinson's remarks as "stringent." 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

IBID. In all the sources consulted for this debate, there is no 
record of Gowan's speech. 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

There is a commentary on this in L'AURORE, 8 April 1846. 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 3 April 1846, 
and? PILOT ,. 7 Aprit: 1646, in identical, accounts. 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 3 April 1846, 
and” PILOT, 7 April Wie4o) <n identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 3 April 1846, 
andeei LOD April 846 jin identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 


ISU 

JHE MED) 5 

ISSA) 

IBID. The MIRROR presented a different account from that in the 
JOURNALS. It reported: "After some conversation it was agreed, that 


the bill should be read a second time on Tuesday, and that the House 
should go into committee of the whole and report on Thursday next." 
All the internal evidence indicates that the MIRROR's version was the 
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COrrece One, 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 3 April 1846, 

and PILOT, 7 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

IBID. 

BED 

EBID,. 

Es yUD Ys 

BL: 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 4 April 1846, 

whose account was copied by BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 9 April 1846; and 
MIRROR, 3 April 1846, PILOT, 7 April 1846, MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 April 
1846, BRITISH COLONIST, 10 April 1846, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 16 April 
1846, LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 9, 16 April 1846, and LE CANADIEN, 6 April 
1846, in accounts identical in most respects except that the reports 

of the MIRROR and the PILOT contain more speeches and are given in 

more detail than those in the other papers. The debate was also re- 
ported in KINGSTON NEWS, 9 April 1846, which copied MONTREAL HERALD, 
and COBOURG STAR, 15 April 1846, in accounts identical to each other, 
and in some respects identical to MIRROR, 3 April 1846, and PILOT, 7 
April 1846, and in some ways completely dissimilar. The PILOT, 7 
April 1846, acknowledged the MONTREAL HERALD as its source for Cayley's 
speech. This debate was also reported in identical accounts in the 
COBOURG STAR, 8 April 1846, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 9 April 1846, ST. CA- 
THARINES JOURNAL, 16 April 1846, and CHATHAM GLEANER, 14 April 1846, 
acknowledging the MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as their source. Commentaries are 
contained in: PILOT, 4 April 1846, whose account was copied by BROCK- 
VILLE RECORDER, 9 April 1846; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4, 7 April 1846; 
and EXAMINER, 15 April 1846. LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 April 1846, com- 
mented: "M. Cayley, au lieu de proposer que la chambre se résolve en 
comtié général sur les subsides, comme il en avait donné avis, a changé 
la nature de sa proposition, et il proposera de résoudre, vendredi, que 
la chambre se forme en comité général pour prendre en considération le 
discours de Son Excellence. La différence ne se trouve toujours que dans 
la forme, car, il s'agitttewjours deda liste civille:" 

COBOURG STAR, 8 April 1846, quoted from MONTREAL HERALD's comments on 
Cayley's speech: '"'As a maiden speech, it is entitled to great praise, 
lucid in its arrangement, forcible in expression, and carrying the con- 
viction along with it of its perfect honesty, by the candour and absence 
of reserve which were throughout conspicuous in it, and in the manner 
of the speaker.'" 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 


Oe OD) 

TRL. 

BED 

IBID. The PILOT, 4 April 1846, commented: "Mr. Viger sat smiling 
at... (( this )) announcement, while the Lower Canada members met it 


with the deepest indignation." 
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MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

BED 

ED 

PEED. 

LBED 

DPBEDY 

IBID. 

IBID. 

LEBER 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 9 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 April 1846 
MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

TBEDE 

IBID. There is no record in the sources consulted for a reference 
to Moffatt's question. 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 


The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 3 April 1846, and 


PILOT, 7 April 1846, in identical accounts; and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 


April 1846, COBOURG STAR, 15 April 1846, and CHATHAM GLEANER, 14 April 


1846, in identical accounts. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 April 1846. 

Tiss AD) 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 April 1846. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 
7 April 1846; and MIRROR, 3 April 1846, and PILOT, 7 April 1846, in 
identical accounts. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 7 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 7 April 1846. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 3 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 7 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

TBD 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 
April 1846; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 7 April 1846; and MIRROR, 3 April 
1846, and PILOT, 7 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

TBUDE 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 


April 1846, and COBOURG STAR, 15 April 1846, in identical’ accounts; LE 


JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 7 April 1846; and MIRROR, 3 April 1846, and PILOT, 
7 April 1846, in identical accounts. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 April 1846. 
EELDE 
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MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 April 1846. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 3 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 7 April, 2646, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 3 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 7 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

LBD. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 3 April 1846, 
and PILOT, / April 1846, dn identical accounts: 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

TBD 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 
April 1846, and COBOURG STAR, 15 April 1846, in identical accounts; and 
MIRROR, 3 April 1846, and PILOT, /°April ‘1846; in identicaliaccounts. 
MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 3 April 1846. 





MONDAY, 6 APRIL 1846. 


(58) 
Muntetpal MR. SPEAKER latd before the House Returns of 
DUS TEA CU pele Us the Debts and Liabiltttes of the Councils of the 


late Munictpal Districts tn Lower Canada, furnished 
tn conformity wtth the tt tae ins Of thé Aet 8 Veeteveap. 77. 


Also, 
Bonds and The Regtstrars' Report of Bonds and Securittes 
Securtttes. tn compltanee with the Provinetal Act 4 and 5 Vic. 
CHI ROIs Been 15; 
(For the satd Report, see Appendix L.) 
And also, 
Montreal Accounts of the Trustees of the Montreal Turn- 
Turnptke ptke Roads from 1st January to 31st December, 1845. 
Roads. 
(For the satd Accounts, see Appendix M.) 
Petitions laid The following Petitions were severally brought 
on the table. up and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Chalmers,--The Petttton of Franets Small 
and others, of the County of Halton; and the Petition of George S. 
Alton and others, of the Townshtp of Nelson, tn the Dtstrict of Gore. 

By Mr. Lacoste,--The Petitton of P. Besse and others, of the Parish 
of Chambly, tn the County of Chambly. 

By Mr. Stewart of Bytown,--The Petition of Donald Mathtson and 
others, of the Congregatton of Richmond, belonging to the Presbyterian 
Church of Canada, tn connexton with the Chureh of Seotland. 

By Mr. Meyers,--The Petition of Patrick Wallace and others, of 
Cobourg. 

By Mr. Lesite,--The Petition of the Honourable Gabriel Roy and 
others, of La Cote St. Laurent, in the Parish of St. Laurent. 

By Mr. Cummings ,--The Pett Petttton of Janes Kerby -and others, of the 
Tounshtp of Bertie, in the District of Niage Niagara; the Petttton of Thomas 
QO. Parry and others, of the Townshtp of Gatnsboro', in the District 
of Niagara; the Petition of Samuel Birdsall, Esqutre, and others, of 
the Township of Canboro', in the District me Niagara; and the Petition 
of Oztas Buekner and others, of the Township of Crowland, tn the Dis- 
trict of Niagara. 

By Mr. Petrte,--The Petition of Willtam Edwards and others, tnhab- 
ttants of the Townshtp of Clarence, in the Ottawa District. 

By Mr. Hale,--The Petttion of J. Taylor, Esquire, and others, mem- 
bers of the United Church of England and Ireland, in the Dtocese of 
Quebec. 
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By Mr. Thompson,--The Petitton of Colvin Gates and others, of the 
Tounshtps of Walpole and Ratnham, tn the District of Talbot. 

By the Honourable Mr. Soltettor General Sherwood,--The Petition of 
Thomas Gibbs Rtdout, Esqutre, and others, members of the Toronto Mech- 
antes Institute. 

By the Honourable Mr. Moffatt,--The Petition of John Borrowdatle 
and others, members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in 
the Diocese of Quebec; and the Petition of E. P. Wtlgress and others, 
Protestant inhabttants of the Partsh of St. “Michael's. 

By Mr. Chrtstie,--The Petition of John S. Mortar Horr ar, Esqutre, and 
others, of Percé, and ee adjacent, in the County of Gaspé; and the 
Petitton of Benjamin Coffin and others, inhabitants of Gaspé. 

By Mr. Smith of Frontenac,--The Petition of D. D. Calvin and others, 
inhabitants of the Townshtp of Wolfe Island. 

By Mr. Brooks,--The Petition of Thomas Steel and others, of the 
Townshtps of Shipton and Melbourne, and in the vicintty, in the County 
of Sherbrooke; the Petttton of the Reverend P. H. Harkin and others, 
inhabitants of the District of St. Francis; and the Petition of Thomas 
C. Allis and others, inhabitants < of the Township of Shipton, tn the 
District of St. Francts. 

By Mr. Merrttt,--The Petition of Samuel Wood and others, Agri- 

culturists; the Petition of James H. Comins of St. Catherines, in 
Upper Canada; and the Petition of the Reverend A. F. Atkinson and 
others, members of the United Church of England ¢ and Ireland, in the 
Townshtp of Grantham, in the District of Niagara, in the Diocese of 
Toronto. 
By the Honourable Mr. Baldwin,--The Petition of Charles H. Cody 

and others, of the Townshtp of Dereham, in the District of Brock; the 
Petition of M. Cowan and others, members of the Untted Church ae 
England and Ireland, in the Townshtps of Uxbridge and Broek; the Pet- 
itton of David Rintoul and others, of the Township of Beverley, in 

the District of Gore; the Petition of S. Vining and others, of the 
Townshtp of Nissourt, in the District of Brock; the Petition of Thomas 
M'Lean and others, oF the Township of Zorra East, in the District of — 
EroON, the Petttion of Moses Young and others, of the Townshtp of 

umfries, in the County of Halton; the Petition of A. Burtch and others, 

= the Township of Oxford East, in the District of Brock; the Petition 
of Jeremtah Cowan and others, of the Townshtp of Blenheim, tn the 
County of 0: Oxford; the Petition of John Maddock and othera: of the Town- 
shtp o Piel een: and the Petition o of Thomas G. Coyne and others, o 

sie dee of Dunwich, in the ee O Tenis ice 

By the Honourable Mr. Aylwin,--The Petition of Murdoch M'Kenzate, 
of Quebec; and the Petition of the Reverend Francis J. Lundy, Profes- 
sor of Classteal Literature in McGill College. 

By Mr. Gowan,--The Petitton of John Franets Rogers, of the Town 
oni Woodstock ean in the Distrtet of Brock; the Petitton of Richard D. 


Fraser, Esquire, of Edwardsburgh, in the District of Johnstown; the 
(59) 


Petition of Joel D. Parmenter and others, of Gananoque, Leeds, and 
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Lansdowne; the Petitton of Gersham Cutlin and others, members of the 
United Church of England and Ireland, tn the Township of Lansdowne, 

tn the Diocese of Toronto; the Petttton of Willtam Graham and others, 
members of the United Church of England and Ireland, tn the Townshtp 
of Escott, tn the District of Johnstown, in the Diocese of Toronto; 

and the Petttton of George Hornick and others, members of the United 
Church of England and Ireland, tn the Township of Kitley in the Diocese 
of Toronto. 

By Mr. Méthot,--The Petitton of Lue Michel Cressé, Esquire, of the 
Parish of St. Jean Baptiste de Nicolet. 

By the Honourable Mr. Morin,--The Petition of Louise Armand dite 
Flamme, of the Parish of Longueuil; and the Petitton of Paschal La- 
chapelle and others, inhabitants of the Munictpality of Hochelaga, in 
the Partsh of Montreal. 

By Mr. Prince,--The Petitton of John Burwell, of Port Burwell, 
Esquire. 

By Mr. Woods,--The Petttton of John G. Weir and others, of Kent, 
in the Western District; and the Petition of Ja James Taylor, of the Town 
of Chatham. 

By Mr. Watts,--The Petttion of Christopher Lyster and others, in- 
habttants of Kingsey and other Townshtps; the Petitton of Lteutenant 
Cotonel Cox and others, tnhabttants of Windsor and other Townshtps; 
and the Petition of Jean Louts Ployart, Esquire, of the Township of 
Durham, in the County y of Drummond. 

By Mr. Chabot,--The Petition of the Reverend P. M. Mignault and 
others, of the Parishes of St. Joseph of Chambly and Longueuil. 

By the Honourable Mr. DeBleury,--The Petition of N. B. Desmarteau 
and others, of Montreal. 

By Mr. Macdonald of Kingston,--The Petttiton of G. H. Ryland, Es- 
quire, Regtstrar of Montreal. 

By Mr. Boulton,--The Petttton of the Reverend William M'Murray and 
others, members of the United Church of England and Ireland, in the 
Town of Dundas, and Township of West Guwillimsbury, in the Dtocese of 
Toronto; the Petttton of the Reverend Willtam M'Murray and others, 
members of the United Church of England and Ireland, in the Village 
and Tounshtp of Ancaster, in the Diocese of Toronto; the Petitton of 
George T. Grange, Esquire, Shertff, and others, of the District of 
Wellington; and the Petttton of Thomas Sanders, Esqutre, and others, 
of the District of Wellington. 

By Mr. Ermatinger,--The Petitton of John Burwell, Esquire, of Port 
Burwell (relating to a contemplated Railroad.) — 

By the Honourable Mr. Papinequ,--The Petitton of John Parson and 
others, members of the Muntctpal Counctl of the Townshtps of of Bucking- 
ham and Portland, on the Ottawa. 

By Mr. Chauveau,--The Petition of Henry Joseph Jameson, of the 
City of Quebec, Brewer. 














Bill to factlitate An Engrossed Bill to factlitate the Conveyance 
the conveyance of of Real Property tn Upper Canada, was read for 
Real Property, the third time. 


er Mr. Macdonald of Kingston, moved, seconded by 
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Mr. Meyers, That the following Engrossed Ryder be added to the satd 
Bill, at the end of the Schedules, and do make part thereof. 








Ryder. 9. And the said (A. B.) Wife of the said 
a. luachetied an (Grantor), for and tn consideration of the sum 
A. B., Wife of the of Pounds, of the lawful money of Canada, to 





her in hand patd by the satd (Grantee), at or be- 
fore the sealing and delivery of these presents, 
Ee CI the recetpt whereof ts hereby acknowledged, hath 
; ee — granted, and released, and by these presents doth 
a grant and release unto the said (Grantee) hts 
heirs and asstgns, all her dower, and right, and title, whtch, in the 
event of surviving her said husband, she mtght or would have to dower, 
in, to, or out of the lands and premtses hereby conveyed or intended 
so to be. 

The satd Ryder being thrice read, and the question of concurrence 
being put thereon, tt was agreed to by the House. 


Resolved, That the Bill do pass, and the title be, "An Act to factlt- 
tate the conveyance of Real Property." 


satd (Grantor, ) 
hereby bars her 








Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper do carry the 
said Btll to the Legislative Counctl, and destre thetr concurrence. 


Pettttons read. Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the follow- 
ing Pettttons were read:-- 

Of Israel Rice, of the Township of Ham, in the Distriet of St. 
Francts; praying ee be indemnified for services rendered to the public. 
Of the Prestdent and Dtrectors of the City of Toronto and Lake 
Huron Ratlroad Company; praying for certain anendments to their Act 

of Incorporation, and to be authorized to increase thetr Capital. 

Of Gabriel Marchand, Esquire, Prestdent, and others, the Officers 
and Members of the Committee of the Agricultural Society of the Coun- 
ty of Chambly; praying for certatn amendnents to the Agricultural Act 
of last Sesston. 

Of Joseph Hudon, President, and J. B. Martin, Treasurer, of the 
Municipality of St. Paschal; praying that the section of the 8th Vict. 
chap. 40, authortaing Munteipal Counetls to impose a tax on merchants, 
may be modified. 

Of Frangots Nadeau, of the City of Quebec; praying that he may be 
provided wtth the means of putting into operatton an inventton which 
he has made to erect Battertes for Cannon. 

Of John M. Quimby and others, of a part of the Townshtp of Stan- 
stead; praying for a reduction tn the price of their lands, or that 
they may be relteved from the payment of back rents and interest. 

Of Osgood Peasltey and others, of the Township of Bolton; praying 
that no division of the satd Township may be made, except on certain 
econdtttons. 

Of John Macara, of the City of Toronto; praying that the Courts 
of Law and Equity in Upper Canada may be enabled to admit him to prac- 
tice as an Attorney and Soltettor in Upper Canada. 


3 
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Of the Reverend G. B. Fuller and others, members of the Untted Church 
of England and Ireland, in the Partsh of Thorold, tn the Diocese of Tor- 
onto; of Thomas Fidler. and others, members of the Untted Church of Eng- 
Zand and Ireland, in the Townships of Fenelon and Verulam, in the Dto- 
cese of Toronto; of the Reverend Frederick Fa Fanquter and others, members 
of the United Church of Eng Land and Ireland, tn the Township of Zorra, 
in the District of Brock, in the Diocese of Toronto; of D. K. Servos, 
Esqutre, and others, of the Townships of Saltfleet and Binbrook, in the 
District of Gore, tn the Diocese of Toronto; of the Reverend Edward 
Denroche and others, members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, 
in the Mission of Brockville; praying that measures may be adopted for 
vesting tn the Chureh Sooteby of the Diocese of Toronto, for the bene- 
fit of the satd Church, such a portton of the Clergy Reserve Lands as 
shall correspond with thetr share of the tneome artsing from the same. 

Of the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Montreal and others, mem- 
bers of the Untted Chureh of England and Ireland in the Dtocese of Que- 
bee; of the Reverend Samuel S. Wood, A.M., and others, members of the 
Unt ted Church of England anc and Ireland in the Diocese of Quebec; of the 
Reverend_C. B. Flemm ong and others, members of the United Church of 
Eng Land and Ireland, in the Diocese of Quebec; of Thomas Molson, Es- 
qutre, and others, menbers of the Untted Church of Engla England and . and poten 


(60) 
tn the Diocese of Quebec; of the Reverend Willtam Bond and others, mem- 
bers of the United Church of England and Ireland, in in the Diocese of 
Quebec; and of the Reverend W. Chadderton and others, members of the 
United Church of England and Ireland, attending the Chapel of St. Pet- 
er's, in the City and Diocese of Quebec; praying that measures may be 
adopted for vesting tn the Church Soctety of the Dtocese of Quebec, 
for the benefit of the satd Church, such a portton of the Clergy Re- 
serve Lands as shall correspond with thetr share of the tneome artsing 
from the same. 

Of Joseph Chaurette and others, of the Partsh of Ste. Genevitéve, 
tn the County of Montreal; complaining of the taxes authorized by the 
8th Victorta, cap. 41, for the purposes of Education, and praying re- 
trem 

Of Edward M'Naughton and others, of the Parishes of Ste. Anne, 
Ste. Geneviéve, and Pointe Claire; exposing certain dtsadvantages 
whieh would arise from the making of a road through the satd Partshes, 
along the banks of the River St. Lawrence, and the great benefits of 
an tnland road, and praytng the sertous constderatton and the tmpar- 
ttal dectston of the House thereon. 

Of Robert Jarvis Hamilton, Esquire, and others, tnhabttants of the 
Town of Hamilton, and of the Township of Barton, in the District of 
Gore; praying that a certatn concesston line tn the satd Township be 
granted to Robert Jarvis Hamilton, Esquire. 

Of Pterre Bellivau, Esqutre, and others, members of the Muntctpal 
Counetl and tnhabttants of Grand River, in the County of Gaspé; pray- 
tng for atd to construct a Bridge over the Grand River. 

Of D. E. Boulton, Esquire, and others; praying to be incorporated 
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as a Joint Stock Company for the purpose of constructing a Turnptke 
Road from Cobourg to Port Hope. 

Of Benjamin Clarke and others, manufacturers of Lumber , restding on 
the St. Lawrence Section in the Provinee of Canada; praying that the 
salary of the Supervisor of Cullers may be increased. 

Of Henry Ruttan, Esquire, on behalf of a Public Meeting of the In- 
habitants of the District of Newcastle; praying that the project of a 
Railroad from Quebec Westward may recetve the sanction of the Legisla- 
pags’ 

f Welliam M'Dougall and others, of the Townshtp of Hamilton, tn 
the Disease trict of Neweastle; praying that the Act 4 and 5 Viet. cap. 10, 
may be so amended as to enable the inhabitants of the satd Townshtp 
to elect thetr Township officers, independently of those restding in 
the Town of Cobourg, sttuated in the satd Township. 

Of Joseph Hamel, Esquire, and others, of the City of Quebec; offer- 
ing certain suggestions with respect to an aid to be granted them for 
thetr losses tn the late great fires, and praying for thetr adoption 
by this House. 

Of the Honourable Henry Black and others, inhabttants of the City 
of Quebec, and of St. ee se and other Parishes; praying for an Act 
to authorize the Quebec Turnpike Road Trustees to Macadamtze "L'Orntére 
Road" as far as St. Ambrotse. . 

Of the Honourable Peter M'Gill and others, of the City of Montreal; 
praytng to be tneorporated for the purpose of exploring and working 
Copper and other Mines tn thts Provtinee. 

Of the Prestdent, Dtrectors, and Company of the Commerctal Bank of 
the Midland District; praytng for certain amendments to thetr Act of 
Ineorporatton. 

Of the Munietpal Counetl of Hochelaga; praying for the establtsh- 
ment of distinct Munictpaltttes for the several concesstons or cdtes 
tn the Partsh of Montreal. 

Of W. B. Jarvis, Esqutre, and others, inhabitants of the City of 
Toronto; praying for the passing of an Act to authorize the formation 
and establishment of "Building Socteties" throughout the Province, 
under the provistons of the Act tncorporating "the Montreal Butlding 
Soetety." 

Of James Wallace, of the Parish of St. Germain de Rimouskt, form- 
erly Light House Keeper, at Potnte des Monts; praying for a Penston 
for his services as such, being afflicted with Rhewnatism contracted 
tn the discharge of his duties. 

Of John Paterson, and others, of the Townshtp of West Flamborough, 
in the District of Gore; praytng that no partttion be made of the En- 
dowment of King's College, and that the satd Endowment be protected 
from mtsmanagement. 

Of John Lesslte, and others, tnhabitants of the Township of West 
Flamborough, in the Distriet of Gore; praying that the Clergy Reserve 
Lands be not divided amongst the Reltgtous Sects of the Province, but 
that the proceeds of the same may be appropriated to the promotion 
of General Educatton. 

Of George Shaw, of the City of Montreal; praying that he may re- 














345 


ceive the reward guaranteed to hts father, the late Captain Shaw, for 
his mtlttary services. 

Of Jacques Blats and others, batteaux-men, restding tn the City of 
Quebec; praying for a Repeal of Clause XLV. of the Act 7 Viet. relating 
to the Corporation of Trinity House, Quebec. 

Of the Mayor and Councillors of the City of Quebec; praying for 
the passing of an Act or Acts to enable them to Light the satd City wtth 
Gas, and to supply tt and the parts adjacent with water. 

Of the Mayor and Counctllors of the City of Quebec; praying that a 
eertain space of ground and beach in the satd Ctty may be vested in 
them, for the purposes of the Corporation of Quebec; that they be au- 
thorized to borrow such sums of money as may be deemed necessary for 
the improvement of the satd space; and that thetr jurisdtetton be ex- 
tended to both stdes of the River St. Charles. 

Of the Reverend Willtam Bell, Moderator, on behalf of the Synod of 
the Presbytertan Church tn Canada, tn connexton with the Church of 
Seotland; praying that they may have an equttable amount of influence 
tn the management of the Untversity of King's College, and that Queen's 
College may be tneorporated with the satd Untversity as a Theologtcal 
College merely. 

OF Be Ps Holmes , M.D., and others, the Medical Faculty of MeGill 
College; praying for an atd in support of the said institution. 

Of William Wickes, A.M., and of Edward Chapman, B.A., of the City 
of Montreal; complatning that tn consequence of certain proceedings 
of the Governors of McGill College, they have not received their Sal- 
artes as Professors thereof for a certatn time, and praytng reltef. 

Of the Honourable Francis Hineks, President, and others, members 
of the_St. Patrick's Soctety of Montreal; praying for an Act of Incor- 
poratton. 

Of Jacob L. Vanzandt and Jultet Vanzandt, of the City of Albany, 
tn the Untted States of America; praytng for an Act to enable Hts Ex- 
ecellency, notwtthstanding the Act of 4th and 5th Victorta, chap. 100, 
to grant Letters of Preference to the Pettttoners to prosecute the 
rights of the Crown tn respect to lands escheated by the death of the 
Honourable Richard Duncan wtthout heirs. 

Of John M'Bride and others, of Upper Canada; praying that the Act 
tneorporating the Ntagara and Detrott Rivers Ratlroad Company, may be 
extended two years. 

Of Jostah Classon, of the Ctty of Montreal; praying to be tndemnt- 
fied for certain losses sustained by him as a Government Contractor, 
during the late war with the United States. 


(61) 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Niagara; praying for 
a repeal of Sec. 15, Cap. 20, 8 Viet., which gives to two Magtstrates 
of the ditviston, power to open road allowances. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Magara; praying that 
the form of Collector's Bonds may be left to the decitston of the Munt- 
etpal Counctls. 

Of John Charlton Fisher, Esquire, L. L. D., Prestdent of the St. 
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George's Soetety, of the City of Quebec; praying for an Act of Incorpor- 
atton. 

Of Mrs. Eleanor Teed, of the City of Quebec, Widow of the late 
John Teed; praytng that ¢ justtee may be ae to the memory of her late 
husband and to his Widow and Orphans, by an inquiry into the causes and 
ctreumstanees of hts illegal tmprisonment tn the year 1837. 

Of J. C. Fisher, Esquire, L.L.D., President of the Literary and His- 
tortcal " Soetety of Quebec; praytng oy an atd to procure manusertpt doc- 
uments of the History of Canada. 


Of the Reverend Andrew Balfour, of Waterloo, tn the District of 
Shefford; praytng for atd in support of a Grammar Sehool of which he 
ts master. 

Of Anthony Leslte, Esquire, Inspector of Licenses, in the District 
of Bathurst; praytng for the passing of an Act to indemnify him for 
having voted at the last Electton for the County of Lanark, in tgnor- 
anee of the Law. 

Of P. P. Demaray, Esqutre, Warden, and Pierre Gamelin, Esqutre, 





Secretary of the Muntetpal Council of the Parish of St. John's, Dor- 
chester; praying the consideration of the House on certain resolutions 
adopted by the satd Council, wtth respect to an extenston of the powers 
granted to Munictpal Councils. 

Of the Reverend Antotne Parant, Supertor of the Seminary of Quebec, 
and others, tnhabttants of "La Cote de Beaupré", in the County of Mont- Mont- 
morency; praying that the Bridge over the Montmorency River, be pur- 
chased by the Provinee, and that the roads in that County be placed un- 
der the control of the Turnptke Trustees. 

Of Charles Cazeau and others, of Quebec; praying for amendments to 
the Lunber Act. 

Of the Bank of Upper Canada; praying for a repeal or reduction of 
the tax now tmposed upon the ctreulating paper of the Banks of this 
Province. 

Of H. Burwell and others, of the Town and District of London; pray- 
tng for an Act to authorize the formation and establishment of Butldtng 
Soetettes throughout the Province, under the provtstons of the Act tn- 
corporating the Montreal Butlding Soctety. 

Of Willtam Workman and others, of the City of Montreal; praying 
that the votes at the Muntetpal Electtons of the satd Crty may be tak- 
en by ballot. 

Of H. P. Paré and others, Sehool Teachers of the District of Mont- 
real; praying for a Board of Examiners and other provitstons. 

Of J. T. Brondgeest, Esquire, and others, of Hochelaga; praying that 
the Turnpike Gate now situated at the entrance of the said Village, may 
be removed one mile further north. 

Of George Ball and others, inhabitants of Niagara and other Town- 
shtps, in the Dtstrtet of Niagara; praying that the Queenston and 
Grimsby Road be improved according. to the first intention of the Board 
of Works, and not made to pass through the Village of Jordon, as pet- 
tttoned for. 

Of Willtam Charles Hume, Esqutre, and others, inhabitants of the 
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Township of Orillia; praying for atd to improve the line of road from 
the Town of Orillta to the Town of Barrie and the Toronto Road. 

Of W. G. Blanchard, Esqutre, and others, of the County of Two Moun- 
tains; praying for the passtng of an Act to restore the Circuit Court 
to the Village of St. Andreuvs. 

Of the Very Reverend T. Cooke and others, the Managing Committee 
of the Christtan Sehool of the Town and Parish of Three Rivers; pray- 
tng that further atd be granted them. 

Of Charles Hubert Lasstseraye, Teacher of the late Soctety of Ed- 
ucatton of the Town of Three Rivers; praying that the sum of £200 Cur- 
rency be allowed him for certatn arrears of salary due to him tn the 
foregoing capactty. 

Of James B. J. Hilton and others, tnhabttants of the Township of 
Grantham, in the County of Lincoln; praying that a duty of 15 per cent. 
be imposed on Corn Brooms and on Manufactured Broom Corn imported into 
this Provinee from the United States. 

Of George Stlver and others, inhabitants of the Township of Clin- 
ton, tin the District of Niagara; praying that no partition be made of 
the endowment of the Universtty of King's College, and that measures 
be adopted for securing the satd endowment from mismanagement. 

Of Absalom Haines and others, tnhabttants of the Townshtp of Louth, 
in the District of Magara; praying that no partition be made of the 
endoument of the Universtty of King's College, and that measures be 
adopted to secure the satd endowment from mismanagement. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Ntagara; praying that 
property may be rated and assessed according to the actual value of 
the same tn Upper Canada. 

Of Charles Hall, of | of the Townshtp of Bertte, in the District of 
Niagara; praying g that the 28th Clause of the Land Act may be repealed, 
or so amended as to enable him to obtain indemntfteatton for the loss 
of certain land in the Tounshtp of Ratnham. 

Of James Stll and others, of the Township of Walpole, in the Dts- 
triet of Talbot; praying that the Township line between Walpole and 
Woodhouse may be established according to thetr Patents. 

Of John De Cow, senior; and others, of the County of Haldimand; 
praying that no partitton be made of the endowment of the Untverstty 
of King's College, and that measures may be adopted to secure the 
satd endowment from mismanagement. 

Of Ronald M'Kinnon and others, of the Townships of Seneca and 
Onetda, in the District of Gore; praying that the endowment of the 
University of King's College be not divided, and that the wasteful 
expenditure of tts funds be prevented. 

Of Edouard Boudreau, of the Partsh of Bate St. Paul, tn the Coun- 
tH OF Saguenay , Phystetan; praying for the exclusive prt privtlege of 
vacetnating tn that county. 

Of David Trudel and others, of the County of Champlain; praying 
for an aid to erect a Bridge over the River Champlain, tn the satd 
County . 

Of Jean Baptiste Le Bel, Esquire, and others, of the Village of 
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"la Misére," and of the Parish of St. Ambrotse, Jeune Lorette; praying 
that the Roads in those Parishes be placed under the controul of the 
Turnptke Trustees. 

Of John Dillon and others, of the Parish of Longue Potnte and tts 
vicintty; praying for the removal of the present Trustees of the Toll 
Road leading to the City of Montreal, and for the appointment of others 
in their stead. 

Of Frederic Fraser Carruthers, Esquire, of the City of Toronto; 
praying for the passing of an Act to authorize the Courts of Queen's 
Beneh and Chaneery respectively, to adnit him to practice as an Attor- 
ney and Solicttor therein. 

Of James Blackburn, Esqutre, and others, Freeholders of the Town- 
shtps of Hull and Eardley, in the County of Ottawa; praying for atid to 
Macadamtze or Plank the Road leading from the "Union Bridge" to Aylmer. 


(62) 

Of the Mayor and Counctllors of the City of Quebec; praying that 
the Act tneorporating the satd City may be so amended, as to provide 
for the Election of Assessors under certatn ctrcumstances. 

Of Willtam Rittehte, Esqutre, and others, the Trustees of the Sher- 
brooke Academy; praying for the usual annual atd in support of the 
said tnstttuttion. 

Of R. N. Hall and the Reverend William King and others, members of 
the United Church of England and Ireland, in the Dtocese of Quebec; 
praying that the Church Soctety of the Diocese of Quebec may “have the 
controul of that portion of the Clergy Reserves belonging to the 
Church of England which may be in the said Diocese. 

Of the Montreal Board of Trade; praying for certain amendments to 
the Bankrupt Law. 

Of the Montreal Board of Trade; praying for a certatn amendment to 
the Usury Laws of thts Province. 

Of W. B. Stmpson and others, Protestant inhabitants of the Parishes 
of St. Polyearpe and St. Ignace, tn the County of Vaudreuil; praying 
for c certain amendments of the Act relating to Elementary Instruction 
tn Lower Canada. 

Of the Literary and Htstortcal Soctety of Quebec; praying for atid 
tn support of the satd institution. 

Of Mrs. M. H. Mountain, on behalf of the Committee of Ladtes of 
the Protestant Female Orphan Asylum at Quebee; praying for the usual 
annual atd in support of the said institutton. 

Of the Reverend John Cook, D.D., Mintster, and others, Elders and 
Trustees of St. Andrew's Chureh, in the City of Quebec; praying for 
atd tn support of a School tn connexton with the satd Church. 

Of Mrs. Mary H. Mountatn and other Ladies, the Managers of the 
Male Orphan Asylum of Quebec, tn connexton with the Church of England; 
praytng for atid tn support of the satd institution. 

Of E. Dalaire, Esquire, and others, Censitaires of the Seigniory 
of Lauzon; praying for the abolttton of Setgntortal Rights. 

Of Stmeon Larochelle, of the Parish of St. Anselme, in the County 
of Dorchester, mechanictan; praying for aid to enable him to construct 
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a model of a self-acting Battery for Cannon, invented by him, and that 
he may be protected in the rights and advantages of the satd invention. 
Of Oliver Qwen and Joseph Sitfton, of the Town of London, tn the 
District of London; praying for an tnvestigation of certain claims held 

by them agatnst the "Board of Works," whitch it refuses to pay. 

Of Janes Diekson and others, of the Banlieue of the Town of Three 
Rivers; praying that they may be separated from the Parish of Three 
Rivers, for the purpose of forming a distinct Munictpality. 

Of Willtam Kent and others, of the Townships of Toronto and Chin- 
gquacousy, tn the Home District; praying that the Common School Act may 
be amended. 














Pettittons Ordered, That the Petitton of Edward M'Naugnton 
referred: and others, of Ste. Anne, Ste. Geneviéve, and 
Pointe Clatre, be referred to the Select Com- 
Edward mittee, to which was referred the Petitton 
M'Naughton, of E. Guy, Esquire, and others, restding on 
evra. the Lower Lachine Road, and other references. 
Member added Ordered, That Mr. Jobin be added to the said 
to Committee. Committee. 
ow, ey Leet, Ordered, That the Petition of Jean Baptiste LeBel, 
Fsq., et al. Esqutre, and others, of the Village of La 
Mtsére, and of the Parish of St. Ambroise, 
Honourable Jeune Lorette; and the Petttton of the Honour- 
i. BLdeK,, ec al. able Henry Blaek and others, inhabitants of 





the City of Quebec, and of St. Ambrotse and 
other Parishes, be referred to the Select Committee, to which was re- 
ferred the Petition of Jean Baptiste Pagé and others, tnhabttants of 
the Parish of L'Anetenne Lorette, and other references. 





Benjamin Ordered, That the Petitton of Benjamin Clark and 
Clavk, etal. others, Manufacturers of Lumber, restding on 
the St. Lawrence Section, tn the Province of 
John Sharples, Canada; and the Petition of John Sharples, 
Esqutre. Esqutre, Supervtsor of Cullers, of the City 


of Quebec, be referred to the Select Commtt- 
tee, to which was referred the Petition of William Rogerson and others, 
Manufacturers of Lumber of the Provinee of Canada. 


John Lessite, Ordered, That the Petition of John Lesslte and 
et dis others, tnhabttants of the Township of West 
Flamborough, tn the District of Gore, be re- 
ferred to the Select Committee, to which was referred the Petition of 
George Roe and others, of the County of Russell, and other references. 





Anthony Les- Ordered, That the Petttton of Anthony Leslie, 

ite, Esquire. Esquire, Inspector of Licenses, in the Dis- 
trict of Bathurst; and the Petttton of the 

Honourable Honourable Franets Htneks, Prestdent, and 

FP. Hineks, others, members of the St. Patrick Soctety of 

eval, Montreal, be referred to the Standing Commit- 


tee on Private Bills. 
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Mayor, &¢., Ordered, That the Petition of the Mayor and Coun- 
of Quebec. etllors of the Ctty of Quebec, (relating to 


the Lighting of the Streets); the Petition of 
the Mayor and Councillors of the City of Quebec, (relating to Assessors); 
be referred to the Select Committee, to whtch was referred the Petition 
of the Mayor and Councillors of the City of Quebec. 


Members of Ordered, That the Petition of Franets B. Baker 
Church of and others, members of the United Church of 
England. England and Ireland, tn the Townshtp of Leeds, 


tn the Dtocese of Toronto; the Petttion of 
Hugh Allingham and others, members of the United Church of England and 
Ireland, tn the Townshtp of Yonge, in the Diocese of Toronto; the Pet- 
ition of Willtam Green, Esquire, and others, members of the United 
Church of England and Ireland, tn parts of Yonge and other Townships, 
in the Diocese of Toronto; the Petition of the Reverend G. B. Fuller 
and others, members of the Untted Chureh of England and Treland, in 
the Partsh of Thorold, in the Dtocese of Toronto; the Petition of the 
Reverend Fredertek Fanquter and others, members of the United Church 
of England and Ireland, tn the Township of Zorra, in the District of 
Brock, tn the Diocese of Toronto; and the Petition of D. K. Servos, 
Esquire, and others, of the Townships of Saltfleet and Binbrook, in 
the District of Gore, in the Diocese of Toronto; be referred to the 
Select Committee, to whtch was referred the Petttion of the Church 
Soetety of the Diocese of Toronto, and other references. 





Messrs. Bur- Ordered, That the Petition of Messteurs Burroughs 
roughs_and and Huot, Prothonotary of the Court of Queen's 
Huot. Bench for the District of Quebec, be referred 


to the Select Committee appotnted to enqutre 
into the state of the archtves and records tn this Province. 


Mrs. Eleanor Resolved, That the Petition of Mrs. Eleanor Teed, 
Teed. of the Ctty of Quebec, widow of the late John 

Teed, be referred to a Select Committee, com- 
posed of the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, Mr. Chabot, Mr. Christie, Mr. Taché, 
and Mr. Berthelot, to examine the contents thereof, and to report 

(63) 

thereon, wtth all eonventent speed; with power to send for persons, 
papers and records. 








Messrs. Wickes Resolved, That the Petttion of William Wickes, 
and Chapman. A.M., and of Edward Chapman, B.A., of the 


City of Montreal, be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee, composed of the Honourable Mr. Moffatt, Mr. Gowan, the Honour- 
able Mr. Aylwin, the Honourable Mr. DeBleury, and Mr. Boulton, to 
examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon wtth all conven- 
tent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Toronto and Resolved, That the Petition of the Prestdent and 
Lake Huron Directors, of the City of Toronto and Lake 
Ratlroad Huron Ratlroad Company, be referred to a 
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Company . Seleet Committee, composed of the Honourable 

Mr. Soltettor General Sherwood, Mr. Duggan, 
and Mr. Boulton, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon 
wtth all conventent speed, by Bill or otherwise; with power to send 
for persons, papers, and records. 


John Macara. Resolved, That the Petitton of John Macara, of 

the City of Toronto, be referred to a Select 
Committee, composed of Mr. Macdonald of Kingston, Mr. Prince, Mr. Price, 
and Mr. Meyers, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon 
wtth all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and 
records. 





Muntctpal Resolved, That the Petttton of the Muntetpal Coun- 
Counetl of etl of Hochelaga, be referred to a Select 
Hochelaga. Committee, composed of the Honourable Mr. 


Morin, the Honourable Mr. Attorney General 
Smtth, Mr. Leslte, the Honourable Mr. DeBleury, and Mr. Lanttier, to. 
examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon with all convenient 
speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, and records. 





George Ball, Ordered, That the Petition of George Ball and 
eg obe others, tnhabitants of Niagara and other Town- 


ships, tn the District of Niagara, be refer- 
red to the Select Committee to which was referred the Petitton of 
the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Niagara (relating to a road.) 


Bank oF Us C, Resolved, That the Petttion of the Bank of Upper 

Canada be referred to a Select Committee, com- 
posed of Mr. Boulton, Mr. Webster, Mr. LeMotne, Mr. Thompson, and Mr. 
Macdonald of Kingston, to examine the contents thereof, and to report 
thereon with all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 


R. Jd. Hamil- Resolved, That the Petttton of Robert Jarvis Ham- 
ton, Esqutre. tlton, Esqutre, and others, tnhabttants of 


the Town of Hamilton, and of the Township of 
Barton, tn the District of Gore, be referred to a Select Committee, 
composed of Mr. Smith of Wentworth, Mr. Thompson, Mr. Chalmers, Mr. 
Webster, and Mr, Price, to examine the contents thereof, and to report 
thereon with all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 








Commeretal Resolved, That the Petition of the President, 
Bank. Directors, and Company of the Commercial Bank 


of the Midland District, be referred to a 
Seleet Committee, composed of Mr. Macdonald of Kingston, Mr. Webster, 
Mr. Sherwood of Brockville, and Mr. Meyers, to examine the contents 
thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent speed; wtth power 


to send for persons, papers and records. 


H. Gildersleeve. Resolved, That the Petition of Henry Gtldersleeve 
and others, be referred to a Select Committee, 
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composed of Mr. Macdonald of Kingston, Mr. Williams, Mr. Murney, Mr. 
Meyers, and Mr. Smith of Frontenac, to examine the contents thereof , 
and to report thereon with all econventent speed; with power to send 
for persons, papers, and records. 





F. F. Car- Resolved, That the Petttton of Frederic Fraser 
ruthers, Esq. Carruthers, Esqutre, of the City of Toronto, 


be referred to a Select Committee composed of 
Mr. Gowan, Mr. Duggan, the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, and 
the Honourable Mr. Morin, to examine the contents thereof, and to 
report thereon wtth all conventent speed; wtth power to send for per- 
sons, papers, and records. 





The Honourable Mr. Daly, one of Her Majesty's Executive Council, 
laid before the House by command of Hts Excellency, the Administrator 
of the Government:-- 


Board _ of A Report of the Board of Works, in accordance 
Works. with the 30th section of the Act 4 and 5 Victoria, 


chapter 38, dated December, 1845. 
(For the satd Report, see Appendix N.) 
Also, 


Preltminary Report of the Commtsstoners of Enquiry tnto thé Manage- 
ment of the Board of Works. 


(For the satd Report, see Appendix 0.) 





And also, 
Education, Report on a system of Publte Elementary Instruc- 
Dinte tion for Upper Canada. 
(For the satd Report, see Appendix P.) 
West Halton Mr, Willtams, Chatrman of the Select Committee 
Electton. appotnted to try the mertts of the Petition of 


James Durand, Esquire, complaining of the undue 
Election and Return of James Webster, Esqutre, the Sttting Member for 
the West Riding of the County of Halton, reported to the House the 
following Resolutions, which were again read at the Clerk's table. 


Resolved, That tt does not appear by the copy of the proceedings under 
the Commtsston appointed to recetve and take evidence in the matter 
of the Contested Electton for the West Riding of the County of 
Halton, produced before this Committee, that etther the Commtssion- 
ers or the Clerk appointed by them, were duly sworn, tn accordance 
with the provistons of the Statute for the Trtal of Controverted 
Eleettons tn Upper Canada, thts Committee cannot therefore recetve 
the evidence contained tn the satd Copy and Return under the said 
Commtsston. 


Resolved, That the satd Commtsstoners have been guilty of neglect of 
thetr duty by not complying wtth the provistons of the Statute for 
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the Trtal of Controverted Electtons.3 


COL. PRINCE said, as nominee to the petition, he found it his duty 
to make a motion relative to the conduct of these Commissioners.4 It 
appeared by the resolutions just read that the Commissioners referred 
to had been guilty of gross neglect of duty, so gross indeed, as to be 
almost unparalleled, and if no redress could be had, a very great in- 
justice might be done to the petitioner and to one of the constituen- 
cies of the country. In consequence of the conduct complained of, he 
(Col. Prince) was about to submit a motion which, he was free to con- 
fess, was a novel one, and for which he was not aware that a precedent 
could be found, and he would leave it to the House to support him or 
not as it thought fit. ... He should therefore move that Mr. Speaker 
do issue his warrant against the said Commissioners, to compel their 
attendance at the Bar, there, if able, to explain their neglect; and 
that they be directed to produce their original proceedings, in order, 
if necessary, to amend their return.® In England such a course was 
not necessary, because there evidence in cases of controverted elec- 
tions was taken viva voce. The Commissioners, in the present case, 
were bound by the Act to be sworn in a certain form, first the Chair- 
man, and then the oath to be administered to the other two by him, 
(the Chairman,) after which the Clerk is to be sworn by any one of 
the Commissioners. Now, it did not appear by the return made to the 
Committee that these oaths were administered. There was no jurat sent, 
and the Committee could not determine whether the parties were legally 
sworn or not. The motion which he (Col. P.) was about to make was, 
he feared, beset with difficulties. He did not know that the House 
had the power to supply the defects in the return, or whether it would 
be ruled that ee the parties were not sworn by the act they were 
yet literally sworn. 





MR. GOWAN thought that no evidence further than that already sent 
could be taken; at all events he would like that the question would 
be postponed, as he had not been able to consult the statute. 


MR. WILLIAMS said, he thought the House ought to entertain the 
motion: the evidence appeared to have been taken in the usual course, 
only that am copying *the Jurat ie omittedy Tt was likely that “this 
was in the original. It was clear to him, from the words of the sta- 
tute, that the House had controul in the matter. The Committee after 
having unanimously adopted two resolutions, had reported them to the 
House for their opinion. The Committee did not want further evidence 
as to the merits. By having the copy of the commission amended they 
would not be furnishing further evidence to the Committee.9 


MR. AYLWINLO - hoped that the motion before the House would pre- 
vail; it was no trifling or jesting matter that the sacred privileges 
of the House should be trampled upon in the manner just set forth. It 
was not to be endured that a man who ought to be, and was to be, tried 
really and truly by his peers, should be screened and protected be- 
cause, Mr. Commissioner this or that, or some other wretch, chose to 
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disregard and set at nought the orders of that House, and that as a 
further consequence a man should occupy a seat in that House to which 
he was not elected.ll 


MR. GOWAN called the Member for Quebec to order, - he had no 
right to say that any Member of that House sat in it without right.12 


MR. AYLWIN continued. "I am in order; I am not a man to be mealy- 
mouthed, and disguise my opinions, but I aver them openly and fearless- 
ly, and I will stand by them in this House or out of it.'!3 He (Mr. 
Aylwin) ... would repeat that if the allegations contained in the 
resolutions read by the hon. member for Durham were true that there 
was a person seated in that House who ought to be expelled, who was 
an intruder. What is the case? Three Commissioners have been author- 
ized to investigate a certain matter, have been invested with a power 
the most important, the most honorable, and instead of making a just 
and proper return they act so as actually to stifle enquiry, to pre- 
vent all justice! It was to be regretted that as the law now stood 
there was no punishment for such an offence.14 You have a Peniten- 
tiary, said the Member for Quebec, where you send petty larceny ras- 
cals for three, for seven, and for fourteen years; but I will tell you 
what I would do, if I had my way. I would sent these great villains, 
these plotting Commissioners three, not for three years, not for seven, 
nor for fourteen, but for life, -— for life, Sir. (Laughter.) JHonble. 
gentlemen might laugh; a great many serious things had been said by 
Members opposite lately, in a jesting way. It was no laughing mat- 
ter that by the rascality of those Commissioners a constituency was 
disfranchised, that a petitioner at that Bar was denied his just rights, 
that a person who had no right to it was allowed to hold the seat in 
that House which belonged to him.15 The hon. member concluded by re- 
commending an alteration in the form of the motion, it should not be 
for the Speaker to issue a summons, but for the House to "order" the 
attendance of the Commissioners. 


MR. DUGGAN, nominee for the sitting Member, rising, said ... "I 
will thank you to repeat what you said."17 


MR. AYLWIN. ... What, Sir?18 
MR. DUGGAN. "I will thank you to repeat what you said."19 


MR. AYLWIN, .... I said, sit, that by such condtc@ as tis, a 
petitioner at the Bar of this House might be denied his just rights, 
and his seat in this House might be held by another." (Cries of Oh! 
Oh! and Laughter.) 20 


MR. DUGGAN - he said that he had only been made aware within the 
last ten minutes of the motion. He considered however as it was a 
novel case, that the motion if wished to be passed in its present form, 
ought to be postponed to allow members the privilege of looking into 
precedents. The House has already he said rejected a petition for the 
reason that where the committee had jurisdiction, the House had none; 
now in this case the House, he (Mr. D.) conceived had no jurisdiction. 
If the motion is so altered as merely to compel the Commissioners to 
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appear and answer for their gross neglect of duty he would vote for 
it, but if it were to compel them to come up and amend the evidence 
he could not give his vote for the motion.21 


MR. LAFONTAINE did not think that the law required that there 
should be a certificate of the oath having been administered fur- 
nished by the party by whom it was administered; he was of opinion 
that if the return contained proof in any shape of the Commissioners 
having been sworn that it would be sufficient. If the case were 
otherwise the judgments of our Courts might be questioned upon the 
presumption that the Judges had not been duly sworn. 22 


MR. WILLIAMS. - He would beg to state again that it is mentioned 
that the three Commissioners were all present, and that they signed 
the affidavit, but there is no jurat appended to it. 23 


MR. HALL said the Hon. Member for Quebec had, as usual, indulged 
in a great deal of sound and fury24, descanted at great length on the 
villainy of the Commissioners, and ((had)) condemned them unheard to 
the Penitentiary2> and lashed himself into a towering rage about 
what, after all, might turn out to be a very small business. For 
himself he knew none of the Commissioners, but he believed them to be 
gentlemen, or that House would not have appointed them. Of this, 
however, he was certain, that if those gentlemen stood on the floor 
of that House, or if the Member for Quebec met them out of it, he 
would not dare to make use of the language which he had done in 
speaking of them. (Cheers.)26 Just now... he (Mr. H.) considered 
that hon. gentlemen ought not in this House to abuse unheard gentle- 
men who might - indeed, from his knowledge of the gentlemen, could - 
give a satisfactory reason for the omission.2/ It was not right to 
prejudge the question in this manner, and it was a cowardly thing 
for any Member of that House to take advantage of his position to 
vilify men more than his equals, and to associate their names with 
Penitentiary birds. (Cheers.) The Member for Quebec should remem- 
ber that all did not go to the Penitentiary that deserved it. 

(Cheers and Laughter.)28 He said that it appeared that he (Mr. H.) 
had excited the ire of the honorable member for Quebec by laughing. 
Now he thought that the hon. member for Quebec ought to be the last 
person to complain of laughing, as he is notoriously the laughing 
member of this House. He (Mr. Aylwin) has occupied for these several 


years the most prominent place in this House in crying "Hear, hear, 
&c. "29 


MR. BALDWIN entirely concurred in the view that the present was 
a most serious question, there was no doubt that the rights of the 
House ought not to be trifled with, and it was equally manifest that 
if the charges now preferred were true, a most grave offence has been 
committed against the House. With regard to the motion, he (Mr. Bald- 
win) was of opinion that the commissioners ought to appear before the 
House and bring with them the original minutes. He (Mr. B) agreed 
with the hon. and learned member for Terrebonne, that the certificate 
of the person who administered the oath was not necessary to establish 
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that the commissioners had been legally sworn, but that was a point 
for the committee to determine, and with their decision he (Mr. B.) 
would, of course, in no way interfere. If it should turn out that 

the commissioners were not sworn, then another difficulty might arise, 
but if it appeared that they were sworn, then he thought they (the 
commissioners) might be called upon to complete their return, for it 
was monstrous to suppose that after all had been done in the way of 
investigation, the whole proceeding should be stiffled (sic) by a mere 
omission of the commissioners. It was most important that the matter 
should be carefully enquired into, and that parties who assumed to 
discharge certain duties for that House, should be required to meet 
their engagements faithfully and honourably.30 


MR. R. MACDONALD of Cornwall was delighted in hearing the way in 
which the hon. and learned member for the fourth riding had treated 
the question, it was so different from the manner in which the hon. 
member for Quebec had treated it. He (Mr. B.) condescended to argue 
the question. But he (Mr. McD.) considered that he erred in his 
opinions. He would beg to put a hypothetic care (sic). On account 
of the expense of bringing witnesses to court a commission is issued 
to examine the witnesses, it is returned, and found to be informal, 
do the judges order it to be returned for amendment, no (sic) the 
plaintiff is non-suited? If the hon. member for Essex will confine 
the motion to the mere calling the commissioners to appear, and al- 
low them if they like to bring the evidence for their exculpation, he 
would vote for the motion.31 


MR. BALDWIN. - He would in a few words answer the hypothetic case 
put by the member for Cornwall. The Commission is returned to the 
Court in banc and from that time till the case comes up for judgment, 
there is no opportunity to have it amended, but that is not the case 
here, we can order the Committee to adjourn for a time, and in the 
interim amend the evidence.32 


MR. GOWAN would ask the hon. and learned member for Terrebonne 
whether a man could be convicted of perjury upon the mere setting 
forth in the evidence of the substance of the oath taken by him?33 


MR. BALDWIN - The oath is set forth word for word in the return. 34 


MR. GOWAN. - Still there could be no prosecution without the cer- 
tificate of the magistrate who administered the oath. He (Mr. Gowan) 
thought that according to the law there was no power to add to the 
evidence, and that it was the copy only and not the original minutes 
that could be available to the Committee.35 


MR. BALDWIN would observe again that it was not further evidence 
that would be adduced, but merely a making good the present evidence; 
there was in point of fact no return made; the object of the motion 
was to amend the return so as to perfect ie.36 


MR. CAMERON. - If it were allowed, he would allude to a former 
debate, and there he would find that hon. members did not look so 
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closely to the letter of, the .law but to the justice of the case. But, 
said he, circumstances alter cases. There are persons present who saw 
the commissioners sworn and all the formalities of the law complied 
with. Now if this is the case, and what is wanted to make the whole 
evidence formal is merely an omission in copying, ought the evidence 
not to be amended, and as amended go to the committee?3/ 


MR. CHALMERS. - He was well acquainted with the commissioners, and 
he could assure the House that they were perfect gentlemen38 , incapable 
of acting in the manner imputed to them. He had been perfectly dis- 
gusted with the language of the Member for Quebec39 in reference to 
them.49 His friend who had last spoken said that the Member for Que- 
bec would not have dared to have used, before the Commissioners, the 
language he had done in that House; now he (Mr. C.) was of a different 
opinion: he believed that Mr. Aylwin might do so with pentest impunity, 
and they would treat him with the contempt he deserved.4! The commis- 
sioners were perfect gentlemen.42 


MR. AYLWIN said, the hon. member who last spoke may know the Com- 
missioners to be gentlemen, but he (Mr. A.) could only judge of them 
by the report of the Committee; and the opinion he had expressed, 
formed upon that evidence, he was prepared to answer for in or out 
of the House. He (Mr. A.) was in that House to discharge a certain 
duty, and let no man suppose that he was to be intimidated from pur- 
suing what he conceived to be the right course, or that he was to be 
mealy-mouthed in denouncing what to him was palpable error .43 


MR. WILLIAMS —- thought that there would be no cruelty in bring- 
ing the Commissioners before the bar of this House to answer for 
their manifest neglect of their duty - and no injury would be done 
them - they might be able satisfactorily to explain their conduct .44 


MR. MORIN - was not an Upper Canada Lawyer, but there were some 
general principles of law, which were every where the same, and with 
respect to which he could express an opinion, and the question before 
them, he considered to be of this nature. The great difference be- 
tween this case, and a commission returned into a Court of law is, 
that. the datter relates only to a private action, — the Court that is 
seized of the cause, does not care who ... obtains a verdict; while 
the former relates to a great question of public law. If technical 
objections to the proceedings in election cases are allowed so often 
to prevail, it will be perfect nonsense to contest the seats of sit- 
ting members no matter how illegally they may hold their seats. 45 


MR. COLVILLE - was prepared to vote for that part of the motion 
which ordered the Commissioners to appear before the bar of this 
House, but he could not vote for the latter part, as he conceived 
that the statute had taken away all jurisdiction in the case, from 
the House. 46 


MR. ROBLIN - was of opinion that the House had nothing to do with 
respect to the legality of the Commissioner's return. We cannot even 
press an opinion concerning it, for it is entirely in the hands of 
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the Committee. The Committee has only come before the House, for them 
to use the power they possess, in order that the Commissioners might 
be brought before them, to explain their neglect.4/ 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD said, that under the Grenville Act he (Mr. 
S.) did not think that the House could interfere with the Committee, 
with respect to either a matter of fact or law. The Commission was 
executed perfectly, or it was not, and it should be received just the 
same as a Commission issued in the Court of Queen's Bench. When such 
a Commission is imperfectly executed the Court will not send it back 
to have the mistakes remedied. The statute provides, that when the 
House conceives that it will be attended with too great trouble and 
expense to have the witnesses examined before the Committee, a Commis- 
sion should be appointed. It directs the Commissioners how to proceed 
with examination of witnesses; and it further states, that when the 
Commission is closed it is to be directed to the speaker, who hands 
it to the Chairman of the Committee, and the committoe (sic) are then 
to examine the evidence, the same as if it were given before them 
viva voce. He (Mr. S.) would ask whether they are not ‘bound to go 
on with the case? Will the House now take it from the Committee? The 
Committee, are the sole judges of whether there was any evidence 
wanting, or any defect in the proceedings, and they say the law has 
not been complied with, and they want us to supply what is wanting. 
He (Mr. S.) thought that the defect could not be supplied - that the 
committee must adjudicate upon the Commission, in the style that they 
received it from the speaker. This opinion he formed by analogy with 
the practice of the Supreme Courts, which always rejects a commission 
at once when there is any defect in the seal or oath. It is true 
you may apply for a new trial, but here you cannot.48 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER - Hoped the Hon. Member for Essex would not 
press the latter part of the resolution, as he (Mr. Draper) was not 
prepared to vote against, or to express a decided opinion upon its 
merits, not knowing before he entered the House that the question 
would be brought before them. With respect to the first part, he 
(Mr. D.) thought there would not be a dissenting voice. Bring the 
Commissioners before the House for the manifest neglect of duty, and 
by doing so you will not bind yourselves with respect to your future 
conduct. He (Mr. D.) considered it better to leave the question un- 
decided until that time, for then they would be more prepared to 
state what their course ought to be. He (Mr. D.) would call the par- 
ticular attention of the Hon. Member for North York (Mr. Baldwin) to 
a clause of the statute that had not been noticed, and which he con- 
sidered might have a good deal of influence in the decision of the 
question. (Here Mr. Draper recited the clause). From this it is 
clear, that it is the duty of the Committee to receive the Commis- 
sion, and that they alone can decide whether the Commission has been 
legally returned or not, and if they report to the House that there 
is not such a return as the law requires, the House may appoint a new 
Committee .49 





MR. BALDWIN - So far from being shaken in his opinion by the clause 
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just read by the Attorney General, he considered it strengthened the 
view he had taken. The presumption is that all the proceedings of 

the Commissioners were regular, and that in point of fact the swearing 
did take place, and we wish the Commissioners to supply what they 
should have stated. All writs issued for a Court may be amended. 

Why do members object to the Commissioners bringing the minutes of 
their proceedings? Are they afraid that these minutes will be a 

sort of pandora's box, which will spread pestilence among them? Would 
there be any sense in ordering the Commissioners to appear before them, 
and afterwards send them back for the minutes? He (Mr. B.) did not 
hesitate to affirm that the Court of Queen's Bench had the power to 
order such returns to be amended, and the reason that it is not gen- 
erally done, is because these Commissions are generally opened at 

Nisi prius, and there is no time to have them amended; it would be 
different if they were opened in Banco. Returns to other writs are 
often amended. He (Mr. B.) wolld call upon Hon. members to recollect 
the consequences, if there was any way of remedying such trifling 
defects. He (Mr. B) would ask if the Commission had been sewed up 

in a bundle, and by mistake another parcel was sent to the speaker 

and delivered to the Chairman of the Committee. Could not this mistake 
be neglected?20 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD - No.1 








MR. BALDWIN - he would consider it a prostitution of justice if 
such was the case. His opinion, was, that, what has been regularly 
done by the Commissioners, we have the power to make them put it in 
a proper shape. This is very different from sending them back to 
take more evidence. 2 


COL. PRINCE was glad that this question had come up. He would 
however move to have leave to withdraw the resolution in order that 
he might substitute another one to the effect, that the Commissioners 
be ordered to appear before this House, and to bring the minutes of 
their proceedings with them. He (Mr. P.) thought it but fair to let 
them know what they are brought here for. Supposing it turns out 
that the parties were duly sworn, and that it was a mistake that the 
jurat was not returned, the House would then not punish them so much. 23 


(63) 

Mr. Prince moved, seconded by Mr. Price, That Miles O'Reilly, John 
Ogilvie Hatt, and Samuel B. Freeman, Esquires, Commisstoners appointed 
to take evidence in the matter of the Contested Election for the West 
Riding of the County of Halton, be ordered to attend at the Bar of 
thts House forthwtth, to answer for their neglect in not complying 
with the orders of the House and the Statute, in thetr proceedings 
under the Commisston upon whtch they acted, and to bring wtth them 
the ortginal minutes of thetr proceedings under the Commission. 





MR. RIDDELL - did not approve of the latter part of the motion. 4 


MR. J. A. MACDONALD of Kingston - did not see the object of order- 
ing them to bring their minutes with them, as the House could not act 
upon them. He (Mr. McD) agreed with the hon. member for Bellechasse, 
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that the Committee could receive evidence as to whether the oaths had 


been duly administered or not, but the House had nothing to do with 
PEsS3 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD differed from the hon. member (Mr. Baldwin) 
with respect to the power of the Court of Queen's Bench to amend re- 
turns of Commissions. The Grenville Act having delegated to eleven 
men, who are sworn, the power of trying contested elections; they are 
not to be controuled (sic) or interfered with by the House. If the 
House had to decide the election, it would be different. 56 


MR. DUGGAN thought it an encroachment upon the rights of the Com- 
mittee. If the Committee had passed a resolution that this House be 
requested to send for the Commissioners in order that they might ex- 
plain their returns, it would then have been proper for the House to 
make use of their power to assist the Committee. But he was opposed 
to their indirectly assisting the Committee, when they had not asked 
them to do so. 


MR. PRICE - Had heard no good reason why the Commissioners should 
not be ordered to bring the minutes of their proceedings. It appeared 
to him absolutely necessary and just to the Commissioners and them- 
selves that the former should be told of what we complain; otherwise 
if the Commissioners appeared before the Committee, and certain ques- 
tions were put to them, they might reply, if we had known that we 
should have been asked such a question, we would have brought down 
the proceedings with us. He (Mr. P.) would like that a good and solid 
reason should be given why they should not be directed to bring the 
minutes of their proceedings. 28 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD would ask cui bono do you order the min- 
utes to be brought? He considered that they had not the power to do 
so. The reason that he (Mr. S.) did not like that the minutes of 
the proceedings should be ordered to be brought was, that it appeared 
to him that it was a sort of pledge that the House would order the com- 
mission to be amended. 





MR. GOWAN would read a short extract from the same speeches that 
were read by the Speaker, and upon which the House acted last Friday. 
Mr. Wynn, the author of the Grenville Act, said that an opinion ought 
not to be expressed by the House of Commons on a question that would 
have to be decided by the committee; so he (Mr. G.) was opposed to 
any interference by the House with the proper duties and rights of the 
committee. 


MR. DUGGAN. — My name appears on the motion as seconder, but as 
I do not ee of the latter part of it, I request that my name be 
struck off, ol 


(63) 

The Honourable Mr. Solicitor General Sherwood moved tn amendment, 
seconded by Mr. Duggan, that the words "and to bring with them the 
original minutes of thetr proceedings under the Commtsston," be struck 
out of the motton. 
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(64) 
West Halton The Question having been put upon the motion 
Electton. of amendment, a ditviston ensued, and the names 


betng called for, they were taken down as follow- 
eth:-- 


YEAS. 


Boulton, Brooks, Cayley, Chalmers, Colville, Cummings, Daly, De- 
Bleury, Diekson, Attorney General Draper, Duggan, Ermatinger, Foster, 


Gowan, Hale, Hall, Jessup, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Meyers, Moffatt, 
Murney, Papineau, Petrie, Riddell, Robinson, Roblin, Seymour, Sher- 
wood of BROCKVILLE, Solicttor General Sherwood, Smith of FRONTENAC, 
Attorney General Smtth, Stewart of BYTOWN, Stewart of PRESCOTT, Soli- 
ettor General Taschereau, Viger, and Woods--(36.) 








NAYS. 
Armstrong, Aylwin, Baldwin, Berthelot, Bouthillten Cameron, Cauchon, 


————— 
—_— ees 





So tt passed tn the negattve. 

The questton betng then put on the matn motton, the House divided 
thereon, and the names being called for, they were taken down as fol- 
Loweth:-- 


YEAS. 


Armstrong, Aylwin, Baldwin, Berthelot, Bouthillter, Cameron, 
Cauchon, Cayley, Chabot, Chalmers, Chauveau, Christie, Cummings, 





Macdonell of DUNDAS, Macdonell of STORMONT, M'Connell, Merritt, Méthot, 
Moffatt, Monro, Morin, Murney, Nelson, Papineau, Petrie, Price, Prince, 
Riddetl, Robinson, Roblin, Rousseau, Scott, Seymour , Sherwood of 
BROCKVILLE, Attorney General Smith, Smtth of WENTWORTH, Stewart of 
BYTOWN, Stewart of PRESCOTT, Taché, Solicitor General Taschereau, 


Thompson, Viger, Wrlitans, and Woods--(65.) 














NAYS. 


Boulton, Brooks, Colville, DeBleury, Duggan, Meyers, Soltettor 
General Sherwood, and Smtth of FRONTENAC--(8.) 


So tt was carrted in the affirmative, and 
Ordered, Accordingly. 


Private Btlls. The Honourable Mr. Morin, from the Standing 
Committee on Private Bills, presented to the 
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House the Second Report of the satd Committee, whtch was again read 
at the Clerk's table, and ts as followeth:-- 


Phe “Relig Your Committee have constdered the Petition 
euses du Bon of the Very Reverend Hyacinthe Hudon, Titulary 
Pasteur" Brill. Canon of the Cathedral of St. Jacques, Montreal, 


&e.; praying for the passing of an Act to tncor- 
porate the Soctety called the "Religteuses du Bon Pasteur;"--Mr. 
Hudon has appeared before them in support of his Petitton, and from 
his evidence (whitch is appended hereto) they are fully persuaded that 
the tnstttutton ts one of a most useful and benefictal nature, and 
that tf the powers for whteh they apply are granted them, they would 
be enabled greatly to tnerease its usefulness; your Committee there- 
fore recommend the same to the favourable nottce of your Honourable 
House. 


Woodstock and With respect to the Petition of Colonel Light 
Port Burwell and. others, praying to be tncorporated for the 
Rattlroad. purpose of constructing a Ratlroad to connect 


Woodstock with Ports Burwell and Rowan, your 
Committee find, upon tnqutry, that the Rule of your Honourable House, 
whieh requtres that notice of the appltcatton be duly published, has 
not been complted wtth, they cannot therefore recommend a constderatton 
of the. Petition. 


COMMITTEE ROOM, 
6th April, 1846. 





Evidence of The Very Reverend Hyactnthe Hudon, Titulary 
Very Rev. H. Canon of the Cathedral of St. Jacques, s, at Mont- 
Hudon. real, and Grand Vicar of the Diocese of Montreal, 


called in and examined. 


1. Is the Corporation created by the Act 3 Will. 4, c. 35, still 
in extstence, and what ts the amount of thetr property and ltabtlttes?-- 
The Corporatton, though legally tn extstence, has not extsted, in fact, 
for at least four years. They have no property, having transferred 
the ltttle they had tn payment of debts, and I constder that they 
have no debts now, as I belteve the debts have been patd by the per- 
son to whom the debt was transferred; the debts amounted to £424 
17s. 11d. The Petittoners would have no objection to be charged, 
tn point of law, wtth the debts of the former Corporatton, and in 
facet, at a meeting of the satd Corporation, on 16th January, 1845, 
tt was resolved to transfer all tts affairs to the present petittoners, 
and to apply to the Legislature for the requistte authority. JI pro- 
duce a copy of the resolutton to that effect. 


Extract from the Book of Deltberattons, Rules, and other Offictal 
Aets of the Corporatton of the Montreal Female Penttent In- 
BEL TMELOM a= FOLTO Wal Se Ai Warn fall ee ek ae 


Meeting of the "On this stxteenth day of January, one thous- 
16th January, and etght hundred and forty-five, at a meeting 


1845. of this Corporation, held at the Convent du Bon 
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Pasteur, according to notice given yesterday, to all the members pre- 
sent tn thts City, and at which were present Monsetgneur Ignace Bourget, 
Bishop of Montreal; Dame M. Amable Fortter, wife of the Honourable D. 

B. Viger, President of the satd Corporation; Dame Jos. Ant. Gagnon; 
Dame M. Josephte Leborgne dite Perras; Dame Jacques s Lafleur; and Dame 
Jos. Paul Laecrotx; it was resolved, that a Petition should be present- 
ed to the Legislature, for the purpose of amending the Bill incorpor- 
ating them under the name of 'The Charitable Institution for Penttent 
Females,' passed tn the third year of the Reign of Hts late Majesty, 
King William the Fourth, (ec. 35) and sanctioned by Hts Majesty tn Coun- 
etl, on the 13th April, 1834, so as to transfer the powers of the said 








Pasteur, in order that they may, under that name, enjoy the rights and 
privileges mentioned tn the satd Bill. 
Made and passed, at the Convent du Bon Pasteur, on the day and 
year above wrttten. 
(Signed) M.A.F. VIGER, 
M. JOSEPHTE LE BORGNE, 
ADELAIDE LAURENT 
Dame JACQUES LAFLEUR. 
MARIE CHARLOTTE LA CROIX. 
+ Jg. Ev. de Montreal." 
(True Copy, ) 
H. HUDON, P'tre. 


2. Is the present instttution in actual operation, and tf so, for 
what Length of time has tt been so?--It has been tn operation two years; 
the number of reformed females within tts walls ts now about thirty- 
three; there are eighteen ladtes connected wtth the management of the 
establishment,--they also provtde for and educate a number of orphan 
gtrls; the whole number of persons tn the establishment tf about stxty 
or seventy, and they might, beneftctally, be extended to two or three 
hundred. I constder the tnstitution as tending greatly to the promo- 
tion of morality. The property they now hold conststs of thetr House 
tn the Quebec Suburbs, and several lots of land in the City not butlt 


(65) 
upon, and other lots are promtsed to them. From the nature of the es- 
tabltshmnent, and the certainty of tts extenston, I think that a reve- 
nue of £1,000, (the amount authortzed to be held by the former Corpro- 
atton,) would be quite tnadequate to thetr necesstttes, and that £3,000, 
the amount they are now destrous of holding, ts the smallest that 
could suffice. 


MR. CHABOT62 - moved agreeably to the notice he had given, that a 
Select Committee of five Members be appointed to make certain enquiries 
respecting the Courts of Appeals in Lower Canada. 

by the. statute establishing the Court of Appeals in Lower Canada, 
Ji Vio.. caps, 18, Sec. 194 *Lt is.enactedithat it shall-be: the duty of 
this Act, to make and establish, as well for the grand Court of appeals 
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as for the several courts of Queen's Bench in Lower Canada in the Su- 
perior Terms thereof, a tariff of fees for the officers of the said 
Courts respectively of the Attornies practicing therein, and also such 
rules of practice as may be necessary in civil matters. The Act came 
into force on the 21st day of April 1844, and consequently the period 
within which the said court were to have made the said tariff and rules 
of practice had expired nearly a year ago, and as yet no tariff or 
rules of practice had been made by the said Court of Appeals, he there- 
fore moved for a Committee to be appointed to enquire into the reasons 
why they had not complied with the said statute in order that some 
steps might be taken to have the said Rules of Practice and Tariff 

made if the Court still refused to do so.§3 


(65) 
Court of Resolved, That a Select Committee, composed of 
Appeals, L. C. Mr. Chabot, the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, the 


Honourable Mr. LaFontatne, Mr. Solicitor 
General Taschereau, and Mr. Drummond, be appointed to inqutre, whe- 
ther the Court of Appeals for Lower Canada, constituted by the Act 
7th Victoria, chap. 18, has performed and executed the duty imposed 
and prescribed by the 13th section of the satd Act, wtth respect 
to the making of Rules of Practice for the said Court, and for the 
Courts of Queen's Bench, and Tariffs of Fees for the Officers of the 
satd Courts; and in case the said section shall not have been complied 
wtth, and carrted into effect, and obeyed, to tnquire why tt has not, 
and to suggest some plan or method of gtving effect to tt, to report 
thereon with all conventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 


ELlectton Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. LaFontaine have 
Bi bila ibe. Ue leave to bring in a Bill to repeal certain 


Acts therein menttoned, and to regulate Elec- 
tions in Lower Canada, of Members of the Legislative Assembly. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, 4 


MR. LAFONTAINE.--In making this motion, Mr. Lafontaine took 
occasion to say, that as he was one of the persons engaged in the 
correspondence with Ministers which had excited so much curiosity, 
he felt it to be his duty to lay the documents connected therewith 
before the House, and that he should do so on Tuesday .©5 


(65) 
and the same was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to 
be read a second time on Wednesday the fifteenth instant. 
On motion of Mr. Cummings, seconded by Mr. Merritt, 


Entries in Ordered, That so much of the Entries tn the Jour- 
Journals read nals of this House of the Sesston of 1843, as 
(Petttton of contain the Petition of the Muntetpal Council 
Niagara Muni- of the District of Niagara, on the subject of 


etpal Counctl. ) the selection of a stte for a new Distrtet 
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Toun; the Petttton of John Harrts and others, inhabitants of Grimsby 
and other Townshtps, in n the District of Niagara; and the Reports of 
the Select Committee, to whtch the said Petittons were referred; be 
now read. 

The said Entrtes were read accordingly. 


Resolved, That the satd Entries be referred to a Select Comnittee, 
composed of Mr. Cummings, the Honourable Mr. Robinson, Mr. Merritt, 


Mr. Thompson, and Mr. Duggan, to report thereon with all convenient 
speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Kingston In- Ordered, That Mr. Macdonald of Kingston, have 
eorporation leave to bring tn a Bill to incorporate the 
BULt: Town of Kingston as a City. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Monday next. 


Standing Resolved, That a Select Committee, composed of 
Orders. the Honourable Mr. Baldwin, the Honourable 


Me. Moffatt, the Honourable Mr. Soltettor Gen- 
eral Sherwood, the Honourable Mr. Morin, the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, 
Mr. Christie, and Mr. Williams be appointed to constder the subject 
of Standing Orders, Rules, and Regulattons of thts House, regulating 
the reference of Petttions; the thtrd reading of Bills; gtving notice 
of amendments to Bills intended to be moved in Committee of the whole 
on such Bills; and on notices generally: and to prepare and Report 
Standing Orders, Rules, and Regulations on these subjects, or any of 
them. 


On motion of the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, seconded by Mr. Chabot, 


Address for Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Light House His Excellency, the Admintstrator of the Gov- 
Expendt ture. ernment; praying that His Excellency wtll be 


pleased to dtrect the proper Officer to lay 
before thts House a Statement of the expenditure of the sum of £5,000 
voted at the last Sesston of this present Parltament, for the erectton 
of Light Houses; dtstingutshtng how much of the satd expenditure had 
been made tn relation to Light Houses in the River St. Lawrence from 
Quebee downwards. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency, the 
Administrator of the Govermment, by such Members of thts House 
as are of the Honourable the Executive Counetl of thts Provtnee. 


On motton of the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, seconded by Mr. Chabot, 


Address rela- Resolved, That an humble Address be presented 
tive to a Glebe to Hts Excellency, the Administrator of the 
Lot, Bytown. Government, praying that Hts Excellency wtll 


be pleased to direct the proper officer to 
lay before thts House, coptes of all docwnents and representations 
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made to the Crown Lands Department, tn relation to the purchase by 
John Rochester of Bytown, of a certain lot of land tn the vicinity 
of that town, set astde and reserved as a Glebe Lot, for the Church 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland; and also, copies 
of all such representations as may have been made upon thts subject 
by the Reverend Thomas Strong. 


ordered, That the said Address be presented to Hts Excellency, the Ad- 
mintstrator of the Government, by such Members of thts House as 
are of the Honourable the Executive Counctl of this Province. 





On motion of Mr. Meyers, seconded by Mr. Hall, 


Cobourg Ratl- Resolved, That this House do now resolve ttself 
road Bill. tnto a Committee of the whole House, to take 


into constderatton the expediency of reviving 

and amending an Act of the Legtslature of the late Provinee of Upper 
Canada, passed in the fourth year of the Retgn of Hts late Majesty 
King Willtam the Fourth, tntttuled "An Act to tncorporate certain 
Persons under the style and tittle of the Cobourg Ratlroad Company," 
and for other purposes therein menttoned. 

The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Committee. 

Mr. Jessup took the chatr of the Committee, and after some time 
spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr, and Mr. Jessup reported that the 
Committee had come to a Resolution, whtch he was dtrected to submit 
to the House, whenever tt shall be pleased to recetve the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


On motton of Mr. Colville, seconded by Mr. Macdonald of Kingston, 


Petptron oF Resolved, That the 66th Standing Order of this 
Wm. Bowron, House be suspended, in so far as regards the 
et al. Petttton of Willtam Bowron and others, of 


the Townshtps of Godmanchester and Hinchtn- 
brook, tn the County of Beauharnots. 


Ordered, That the satd Petition be referred (de novo) to the Standing 
Committee on Private Bills. 


(66) 
Htstorical Ordered, That the Petttion of the Ltterary and 
Soctety, Quebec. Historical Soetety of Quebec, praying for an 


atd tn support of the satd Institutton, be 
printed for the use of the members of thts House. 


Magdalen The Order of the Day for the second reading 
Istands Bill. of the Bill relating to the Magdalen Islands, in 


the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and to enable the inhab- 
ttants, householders thereof, to establish a Munictpal Council in the 
said Islands, betng read; 
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The satd Bill was accordingly read and referred to a Select Comnit- 
tee, composed of Mr. Chrtstte, Mr. LeBoutillter, Mr. Taché, the Honour- 
able Mr. Laterriére, and Mr. Hale, to report thereon, with all conven- 


tent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Instruction to Ordered, That it be an tnstruction to the satd 
Committee. Committee to enqutre whether the disposttions 


of the said Bill could be advantageously ex- 
tended to the new settlements in the County of Saguenay and the terrt- 
tory of the Madawaska; and also about the means of extending to those 
parts the benefit of the Provincial Statute, establishing Commtsstoners 
for the trtal of Small Causes, and the Statute for the promotton of 
Elementary Education in Lower Canada. 


Gaspé Mar- The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
rtages, &c. Bilt. the Bill to make proviston for the legal proof 
and preservation thereof, of certain informal 
marrtages had, antertor to a certatn date therein menttoned, before 
Justtees of the Peace and others, tn the Inferior District of Gaspé, 
as ratified by Act of the Legislature of Lower Canada, but whereof 
no regtster or records have been kept, and for recording the same, in- 
eludtng also certain births, or baptisms, and burials, in the satd 
District, being read; 





MR. CHRISTIE moved that the bill be read a second time. The bill 
was for the purpose of allowing proof to be made of certain marriages 
of which no record had been preserved, in order that they might be now 
recorded. A similar bill was passed in 1832, but the people in Gaspé 
did not avail themselves of the benefits of that Act, most of them 
being unaware of its existence: the time allowed for the making proof 
of marriages had long expired and the present bill was merely for the 
purpose of allowing such persons as had not taken advantage of the for- 
mer Act, to make proof of such marriages in order that they might be 
enregistered. 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH - He would ask the hon. member for Gaspé if 
the present bill would affect the present established rights of any 
persons. 08 


MR. CHRISTIE - It would not have any such effect. 69 


MR. CHABOT - He was satisfied with the intentions of the intro- 
ducer of the bill, but he would oppose some of the clauses of it./0 


MR. CHAUVEAU - He was very sorry to be under the necessity of 
opposing the hon. member for Gaspé, but felt he must oppose the pre- 
sent bill; it was a very serious matter to interfere with the acquired 
rights of parties. The hon. member has said that it would not, but 
he thought the bill would have that effect; and by the bill also any 
two witnesses would be valid to establishing a marriage, even though 
they might have a great interest in proving it, or even though they 
might be the next nearest relations, or heirs of the parties, whose 
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marriage they wanted to prove. /1 


MR. AYLWIN.--He wished the hon. member would postpone his bill till 
another day, as he was not prepared to decide upon it; and he would 
be very sorry to vote against a bill which he would feel himself bound 
to do, if the measure was pressed now. 72 


MR. CHRISTIE - He would at once have deferred the measure, at the 
request of the hon. member, but from the fact that during last session 
the bill had been referred to a select committee, and they had reported 
favourably: he only wanted justice, and as it was of importance to 
have the measure cee a this session, he would press the second read- 
ing of the bill./ 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH - It appears that certain marriages have been 
solemnized before persons not qualified and of which no records have 
been kept, and the present bill is for to enable these parties to prove 
their marriages before Courts of Justice in order that they may be re- 
corded; it would be for the Committee to report what clauses in the 
bill they thought objectionable, he himself did not like the construc- 
tion of some of them, particularly the seventh. / 


(66) 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and referred to the Select 
Committee to whteh was referred the Magdalen Islands Bill. 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU moved seconded by Mr. Daly, that the 
Committee be also required to report if the provisions of the bill 
could not be advantageously extended to Lower Canada. /5 


(66) 
Gaspé Muntct- The Order of the Day for the second reading 
paltttes Bill. of the Bill relating to certain Municipalities 


tn Gaspé, not regularly established, according 
to Law, and to remedy the defect, and for other purposes, being read; 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and referred to the Select 
Committee to whitch was referred the Magdalen Islands Rill. 


Gaspé Admtn- The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
tstrattion of the Bill for the better administration of Justice 
Justice Bill. tn the general Sessions of the Peace for Gaspé, 


and to prevent charges upon the Treasury of the 
Provinee, for unnecessarily summoning Jurors thereto being read; 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and referred to the Select 
Committee to which was referred the Magdalen Islands Bill. 


Sale of Lands, The Order of the Day for the House tn Commit- 
Ue tas tee to take tnto constderation Resolutions for 





the repeal of certain parts of the Imperial Act, 
relating to the disposal or sale of lands in Upper Canada, being read; 
The House accordingly resolved itself into the satd Committee. 
Mr. Price took the Chair of the Committee, 76 


MR. G. MACDONELL - He having entered into the question at some 
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length on ((a)) former occasion, ... he did not intend to occupy the 
time of the house by again going over the ground he then did; he thought 
the house would be doing great injustice to the people of Upper Canada, 
if they refused to repeal this act, for as the law now stands, it is 
productive of very injurious results; a great deal of land in Upper Can- 
ada was drawn by old soldiers, Upper Canada Loyalists, who, afterwards, 
wanted to sell their land; well, if a purchaser goes forward in good faith, 
and gives a valuable consideration for it, and upon going to settle on 
the land, finds a squatter there, he is in consequence of this statute 
unable to take possession of his own property, or to sell his rights in 
it. A bill was introduced last session, it had been read a second time 
and it was an ty from the press of business that it was not passed during 
last session./ 


COL. PRINCE.--The Statute of Henry the 8th was passed when the law 
of real property was not so well known as at present; in order to pre- 
vent persons laying up old and disputed titles to lands; in Upper Canada 
men are to be found in every District, that make it a business to hunt 
up defects in titles - land sharks who go about seeking what land they 
may werst (sic) from its rightful owner. He did not think that it 
would do for us to repeal statute of 32, Henry the 8th, in a young coun- 
try like this./8 


MR. G. MACDONELL of Dundas.--This was a question which was simple 
enough for any capacity; and was there anything he would ask remarkable 
in repealing a Statute made in barbarous times, he thought the repeal- 
ing of the Statute would eradicate an obnoxious weed which defaced the 
beautiful institutions which the learned Atty. Genl. had so eloquently 
described. Lord Brougham, when he called for the repeal of the Statute 
stated that it was a disgrace to the kingdom, and that it was a Statute 
that stunk in the nostrils of the British Parliament. The Statute oper- 
ated greatly to the prejudice of the poorer people. The first time the 
statute was sought to be applied in Upper Canada, it was for the benefit 
of one of the Queen's Bench. He hoped to see ((the)) House pass a 
resolution declaring that the Statute was not in force./9 


COL. PRINCE.--The Hon. Member when he spoke, referred to Lord 
Brougham as a great authority on law. He (Mr. Prince) knew something 
of Lord Brougham and of his habits, he was no doubt a very able and 
learned man, but he (Mr. P) thought he spoke the sentiments of the 
English Bar when he said that Lord Brougham was not considered to be 
a great lawyer, he was a great orator, a great statesman, no doubt, but 
no lawyer. He (Mr. P.) could not describe him better than in the words 
of a high legal functionary who said that Lord Brougham would be a very 
great man if he knew a little law, and then he would know a little of 
everything. The man who said that knew men well, and had in his life- 
time forgot more law than Lord Brougham ever knew. 0 


MR. G. MACDONELL of Dundas.--He would not press the resolutions, 
seeing the present feeling of the House was against them, and he 
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would therefore move that the Committee do rise and report progress. 81 


(66) 
and after some time spent theretn, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair, 
And Mr. Price reported, that the Committee had made some progress, 
and had dtrected him to move for leave to sit again. 


Ordered, That the satd Committee have leave to stt again on Monday 
next, 82 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER stated that the statute of Henry VIII. was 
passed to prevent the buying of litigated rights, or what was called 
pretence titles. It was a law declaratory of and in addition to tne 
Common Law. In Plowden's Commentaries, a work held in high repute by 
Common Law lawyers, the doctrine of Common Law on this subject was 
fully laid down, and this author proved that this statute only added 
the penalties. He (Mr. D.) was prepared to go with the hon. member 
for Dundas as far as to say that no qui tam action should be allowed 
for the penalties, as the statute may in some instances have .--. 
prevented the sale of real property. In other cases, however, which 
had come under his own observation, the statute had had a beneficial 
effect. An instance or two he would relate:--A person was a student 
of a practising Barrister, and in his office this student became ac- 
quainted with titles executed twenty years ago, which bestowed cer- 
tain property on a married woman, when a certain contingency happened. 
He went to this married woman, and she, being old and infirm and hav- 
ing forgotten the transaction, was induced by the small consideration 
of thirty pounds to sell her rights, which were proved to be worth at 
least £1000. Another instance he (Mr. D.) mentioned of the devisee 
of certain property, having had his rights maintained by the salutary 
fear of the penalty imposed in this statute. A question had arisen 
in Upper Canada, with respect to whether this statute was in force or 
not - an eminent lawyer had given it as his opinion, that it was not 
in force, but no case had as yet come up in which this question was 
decided by the Court. These resolutions go much further than merely 
declaring that the statute is not in force; they change the ancient 
policy of the common law - the common law imposes no penalty, except 
making the conveyance void, it was the statute that did so. He (Mr. 
D.) objected to the second resolution, because it is opposed to the 
policy of the law for centuries past, this policy has been to prohi- 
bit the sale and purchase of rights of actions - of the claims that 
are being litigated before Courts of Justice. A commission was a few 
years ago appointed, composed of the greatest lawyers in England, to 
examine and report on the improvements that might be made in the trans- 
fer of real property and to settle the numerous difficulties connected 
with the intricate study, and these learned men had recommended that 
the ancient fabric of the common law should be restored in all its 
purity, that like some of England's splendid cathedrals or monuments 
that have been erected to the honour of some of her saints and warriors, 
the dust and rubbish that centuries have accumulated around then, 
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should be cleared away and they be restored in all their pristine glory 
and splendour. 


MR. BALDWIN - was pleased at the lucid and eloquent manner in 
which the Attorney General had defended the law as it now stood. He 
(Mr. B.) did not approve of hastily changing any law. In addition to 
those instances mentioned by the Attorney General of the beneficial 
effect of the law, he would state a case that occurred in his own prac- 
tice. Two individuals had made an exchange, and one of the parties did 
not make an entry - one of those pests to society who go up and down 
Upper Canada, raking up defects in titles discovered the omission, and 
he purchased the right from the other party. He (Mr. B.) recommended 
a service of notice upon him of a qui tam action for the recovery of 
the penalties, the effect was that justice was obtained - in his exper- 
ience, in no one instance has the statute been used for oppressive 
purposes, and it has often been applied to protect the innocent from 
the rapacity of the wicked - and when he found that a statute has been 
in force for so long a time and has been used for good purposes, he 
was not prepared to repeal it. He (Mr. B.) could not go so far as 
the Attorney General, in consenting to the repeal of the statute, un- 
less a substitute was provided. He (Mr. B.) did not approve of the 
course that the hon. member for Dundas had adopted, in bringing in gen- 
eral resolutions and asking the House to agree to them. It was better 
to introduce the whole measure that is to become law, for then they 
would be able to judge of the propriety of the change. 84 


(66) 
Trial by Jury. The Order of the Day for the House tn Commit- 
tee for the constderation of certain resoluttons 
to extend the right of Trial by Jury in certain cases, itn Upper Can- 
ada, being read; 


Ordered, That the satd Order of the Day be postponed unttl Monday next. 


Great Western The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Railroad Bills. the Bill to alter and amend the Charter of the 
Great Western Ratlroad Company, being read; 


Ordered, That the said Bill be read a second time on Monday next. 


The Order of the Day for the second reading of the Bill to tncor- 
porate a Company to extend the Great Western Railroad from Hamilton 
to Toronto, betng read; 

The satd Bill was accordingly read and referred to the Select 
Commtttee on Railroads. 


Vidal's Reltef The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Lye the Bill to vest in Richard E. Vidal, his heirs 


and asstgns, the Government allowance for a Road 
across certain Lots of Land in the Township of Sarnta, tn the Western 
District, now belonging to him, betng read; 
The satd Btll was accordingly read, and referred to the Standing 
Committee on Private Bills. 


BY) f 


Then, on motton of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, 
seconded by Mr. Prtnee, 
The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX, 6 APRIL 1846. 


((NOTICE OF QUESTION RE: MILITIA NOMINATIONS.)) 


M. CAUCHON a donné avis qu'il demanderait ... 4 1'administration 
si elle a fait ou si elle a intention de faire une enquéte sur la con- 
duite de M. Gugy, par rapport aux récentes nominations de la milice.85 


((POSTPONED MOTION RE: COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE ON THE 
STATE OF THE PROVINCE. ))86 


MR. JOHNSTON - said that he would like to make a few remarks be- 
fore making the motion, and he would endeavour to condense his remarks 
in order to save the time of the house. The public accounts had lately 
been laid on the table, and he was glad to see it, for it was the best 
statement that had ever been laid on the table by any Inspector Gen- 
eral. He wanted to know the amount of the public debt, but he could 
not find it in the book containing the public accounts; now this was 
a thing they ought to know, and it was very extraordinary he did not 
shew them the amount that they owed, although he could ask half a 
million pounds from them; they were going deeper and deeper in debt 
every day, and if they went on in this way he would not be surprised 
if in twenty years after this the very light of heaven would be taxed 
in order to let them get their schemes carried on, it was a bungling 
system altogether that was carried on between the Board of Works and 
the Government. The board of Works was composed of Messrs. Papineau, 
Cayley, and Morris, and they were always sure to whitewash each other; 
he knew that, in Upper Canada, they were always creating new offices, 
and putting persons into them who mismanaged everything. For suppose, 
a Surveyor goes out some day to mark out a road, another one was sure 
to follow him the next day to correct it, and then they always con- 
trived to place the marks where the carts passing could destroy or 
rub them out, in order to get a new job of it; all this arose from 
the Members of the House not making the Ministers do as they should 
do; he thought that they should pay the contracts at once, and do away 
with the Board of Works altogether. They were a bungling set, for 
they have never made a correct estimate yet, he would tell them some- 
thing which had lately happened, to give them an idea how things 
were carried on. A few days ago he wanted to get some information 
regarding some wild land, and he went to Mr. Papineau, the head of 
the Crown Land Department, and Mr. Boutillier, his Deputy, happened 
to be at Mr. Papineau's side at the time, and asked them some questions 
regarding the land in question. Oh, said Mr. Papineau, go to Mr. 
M'Nab, he will be able to give you more information about it than 
we can; well, he (Mr. J.) went to Mr. M'Nab, who was a very obliging 
and respectable gentleman, and enquired about the land from him, but 
Mr. M'Nab said he could not give any information without written in- 
structions; now, that was a nice way to carry public business on; and 
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yet some way or the other they always contrived to whitewash each 
other when they came to the House. 


MR. CHRISTIE - There is an intention to make an enquiry into the 
expenditure on public works es and he hoped that the Hon. Member 
would defer it till that was done.88 


MR. JOHNSTON - He was much obliged to the Hon. member for his sug- 
gestion, but he was afraid that he was too kind to the Ministry, and 
that was what spoiled them; he did not, however, wish to delay the 
Bills now before the House, and would therefore not proceed further 
in the matter at present, but beg leave to postpone his motion to 
this day month. 89 


((This was )) agreed to. 90 
((WITHDRAWN BILL RE: VISITATION OF INSTITUTIONS. )) 22 


The order of the day for the second reading of the bill introduced 
by Mr. Christie for the visitation of certain Institutions, was brought 


Wy 
MR. CHRISTIE entered into some explanation of the nature of ((the)) 


bill, and said that it would entail an expence of £750 a year to carry 
out the provisions of the bil1. 93 : 


MR. AYLWIN - asked if the bill which was going to entail an ex- 
pense of £750 per annum on the country was introduced with the consent 
of the Ministry. 94 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH - he intended to oppose the bill on that 
ground, as they had no money they could spare for the purposes of 
the bill, he thought remedies existed at present for many of the evils 
the bill was intended to obviate, he did not see any absolute neces- 
sity for the measure. 99 


COL. PRINCE - said he had no doubt that the mover of the bill was 
actuated by the best motives: he had heard that there were no Courts 
of Oyer and Terminer in Lower Canada?6, 


MR. AYLWIN, I beg your pardon?/. 


((COL. PRINCE continued:)) And that persons were liable to be 
confined in gaol there for a long time before they were tried, whe- 
ther they were guilty or not. He hoped something would be done to 
remedy this evil. 


MR. CHRISTIE then begged leave to withdraw the bill99. 
((This)) was granted, 100 
((MR. CHRISTIE withdrew the bill.))101 


FOOTNOTES -— 6 APRIL 1846. 


Ane 


oe 


The text of this petition is found in LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 28 
April 1846. 

The text of this petition is found in LE CANADIEN, 24 April 1846. 
The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 
April 1846; PILOT, 7 April 1846; and MIRROR, 6 April 1846, and PILOT, 
9 April 1846, in identical accounts. Commentaries are contained in 
PILOT, 7 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 6 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 6 April 1846. 

BED 

JEIBSIID) 

IBID. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 April 1846, noted: "In the course of 
the debate Mr. Aylwin took an opportunity to inveigh in the most rabid 
terms, against the Commissioners, one of whom it appears is the Speak- 
er's brother-in-law." 

MIRROR, 6 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 April 1846. 

IBID. 

MIRROR, 6 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 6 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 April 1846, which reported that Duggan spoke 
"in a quiet, determined way." 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 April 1846. 

TBD. 

IBID. The MONTREAL GAZETTE reported that Aylwin hesitated before 
reiterating his statement. 

MIRROR, 6 April 1846. 

IBID. 

EBLD:. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 6 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 6 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 6 April 1846. 

IBID. 

TBS 

IBID. 

IBID: 

IBID. 

BLD 

TBI. 

BLD. 


SHED) 


54. 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 April 18464. 

MIRROR, 6 April 1844. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 6 April 1846. 

BEDE 

IBID. 

LB LD 

TBEDr 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IED) 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

LEED: 

TSB) 

PBIDS 

EBED. 

LEDs 

BaD? 

IBID. 

EB EDS 

BED! 

The following remark was reported by: MIRROR, 6 April 1846, and 
PELOT, 9 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 6 April 1846. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 7 April 1846; 
and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 April 1846, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 16 
April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 April 1846. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 6 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 9 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 6 April 1846. 

RED 

TSM ED Is 

IBID. 

IBID. 

1isMD)- 

LBD. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 6 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 11 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 6 April 1846. 

LBL). 

PEED 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. The MIRROR reported the rest of the debate as having occurred 
after the Committee had reported and the House had resumed. 
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MIRROR, 6 April 1846. 

TBD 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 9 April 1846. 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 6 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 9 April 1846, in identical accounts. 
MIRROR, 6 April 1846. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

BD. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 6 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 9 April 1846, in identical accounts. 
MIRROR, 6 April 1846. 

AEs ED}c 

TEED). 

IBID. 

IBIS AOD). 

BED. 

IBID. 

TSS IUD) 

LEED. 

IBID. 
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(66) 
St. Lawrence MR. SPEAKER latd before the House, a Statement 
and Atlantic of the affairs of the St. Lawrence and Atlantic 
Ratlroad. Ratlroad Company for the year ending 17th March, 


1846, recetved in conformity to the Act 8, Vic. 
cap. 26, as follows:-- 


STATEMENT OF MONIES recetved and disbursed by the St. Lawrence and 
Atlantic Railroad Company, Incorporated by Act of the Provincial 
Parltament, 8 Vie. cap. 25, for the year ending 17th March, 1846:-- 

























1846. 17th March 


To amount received to thts date on 
account of ftrst call on 6127 Shares 17795 10°38 
DEDUCT-- 
Disbursements of Mr. Galt on his mts- 
sion to England. For advertising, 
printing, engraving, postages, and 
other disbursements , 
Travelling expenses between 14th June 
and 8lst December, 1845. 


474 2 9 


303 38 95 


Gir Gy iste. 
at the current rate of exchange when 
patd ‘ 

Disbursements of the houden Gere 
ON s salary to the 31st Decem- 
er, 1845 

foe air and other printing in 

Canada 

Professtonal fees ee 

Stattonery, postage, Corporation seal, 

and other petty disbursements 


-. (963 14 6 
. (928 12 6 


LoU PO oe 


42. 9 9 
Lo oO! 50 


66 1 2) oreo 18 % 


15627 12 4 


(Errors Excepted.) THOMAS STEERS, Secretary. 


(67) 

I, Thomas Steers, Secretary to the St. Lawrence and Atlantic Railroad 
Company, betng duly sworn, declare, that the foregoing its a correct 
Statement of the receipts and disbursements of the satd Company for the 
year ending the 17th March, 1846, to the best of my knowledge and belief. 


THOMAS STEERS. 


B49 


Office of the St. Lawrence and Atlantic Ratlroad Company, Montreal 
28th March, 1846. 
Sworn before me at Montreal thts 30th day of March, 1846. 


SSI EEN ell ole 


Also, 
Quebec Library Report of the Quebec Library Assoctation for 
Assoctattion. year 1845, as follows:-- 


The Board of Directors of the Quebec Library 
Assoctatton, tn accordance with the 8th Clause of the Act Incorporating 
the said Assoctatton, passed at the last Sesston of Parliament, 17th 
March, 1845, to wtt:-- 

"VTIT. And be tt enacted, that the satd Corporatton shall be bound 
to transmit yearly, to each of the three branches of the Legislature 
during the first fifteen days of the Sesston thereof, a detailed account 
of their revenues and expenditures, shewing also the nature and extent 
of the tmmoveable property possessed by them, and the revenue dertvable 
therefrom, " 

Respectfully state that the revenue of the Assoetatton for the past 
year amounted to £455 15s. 6d., obtained as follows:-- 













To balanee on hand, 2nd January, 1845 a 
Subsertptions collected from 399 Members 320 7 6 

do for the year 1846 26 Oe 0 
Amount recetved for paper sold, &c. 6 


And that the expenditure of the Soctety was £364 12s. lid. in detail 
as follows:-- 





By Cash patd for books ... ‘ “Ze: wd 1 
do papers and periodicals ae G7 RG 5 
do binding wars ae by eh Teal 
do printing and uu anute tie ot 16 5 9 
do salartes of Ltbrartan and Super- 

tntendant ... ite 103 6 8 
do ltght and fuel sans Te ae 5 
do insurance ache srk 7. HO 0 
do postages... ae of 21 0 5 
do sundrtes msi’ tite 14 5 0 
do lecture room SOLO ao el 4 
do collecting subscriptions Sar 0 5) 0 
do repairs to butliding ... or mash 0 
do tnetdental expenses have 21 0 4 


Ww 
9S 
HS 
Ka 
Qo 
KA 
Wa 


380 


Balanee in City Bank eke a 91 2 7 





And that the Assoctation is not yet possessed of any tmmoveable pro- 
perty. 
ALL whieh is humbly and most respectfully submitted. 


dhe: Gr HESS Mel lOP 
PRESTGeNT, Gsl.ae 


Quebec, 27th March, 1846. 


Also, 
Insane_and Report of the Insane and Foundlings in the Gen- 
Foundlings. eral Hospttal, (Soeurs Grtses) Montreal, from Ist 


July, 1844, to Ist January, 1846; and the Report of 
the Commisstoners for the peter of Insane and Invaltd Persons tn the 
District of Quebec, with Estimate of Expenditure for Invaltds and Found- 
lings from 1st January to 31st December, 1846. 

(For the satd Reports see Appendix Q.) 


Petitions latd The following Petttions were severally brought 
on the table. up and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Armstrong,--The Petttton of Frangots xX. 
Lanbert and others, from near Lake Mandevtile, in the District of Three 


Rivers; and the Petttion of Charles mond, Esquire, Prestdent and others, 
Administrators of the Academy of Berthter, in the District of Montreal. 

By Mr. Cameron,--The Petttton of the Reverend M. M'Donagh, of Perth, 
in the District of Bathurst; the Petition of John A. Gemmill and others, 
of the District of Bathurst; the Petition of Willian Bowes, of the 5th 

Concession, of the Townshtp of Ramsay, in the District of Bathurst; and 
the Petttton of John Rttehte and others, Trustees of the Baptist Church 
of Perth, in the County of Lanark. 

ee Mr. Watts,--The Petitton of S. Jones and others, members of the 

ited Church of England and Ireland, in the Diocese of Quebec. 

By Mr. Chalmers,--The Petition of Caleb Hopkins, Esqutre, uire, and others, 
of Hamilton, and of Trafalgar, and other Townshtps, in the District of 
Gore; the Petition of Joseph Ireland and others, of the Township of 
Nelson, in the District of Gore; and the Petttton of JouP Gage and 
others, of the Townshtps of “Nelson and Saltfleet, in the District of 
Gore. 

By Mr. Cummings ,~-The Petition of Abraham Schooley and others, of 
Humberston, tn the District of Niagara; and the Petttion of John Graybill, 

Esquire, and others, of the Township of Wainfleet, in the District of 
Niagara. 

By Mr. Brooks,--The Petition of the Reverend Henry Wilkes, A.M., 
and other Ministers of the Gospel, constituting the Ministerial Associa- 
tion of ‘the City of Montreal. 




















381 


By the Honourable Mr. Moffatt,--The Petttion of the Reverend Willtam 
Dawes and others, members of the United Church of England and Ireland, 
tn the Dtocese of Quebec; and the Petition of Robert Fleming Gourlay. 

By Mr. Willtams,--The Petition of James W. Sharrard and others, of 
Pickering, and other Townships tn the Home District. 

By the Honourable Mr. Robtnson,--The Petttion of the Reverend John 
A. Mulock and others, members of the United Church of England and Ireland, 
tn the Townshtps of Tiny and Tay, in the District of Simcoe, in the Diocese 
of Toronto. 

By Mr. Prince,--The Petttiton of Mrs. Catherine M'Lennan, widow of 
Hugh M'Lennan, late doorkeeper to the Legislative Assembly. 

By Mr. Boulton,--The Petition of Mrs. Julta Bell, of the City of Tor- 
onto, widow of the late Akneas Bell. 














Pettttons Ordered, That the Petttton of the Reverend William 

referred: Bell, Moderator, on behalf of the Synod of the 
Presbytertan Church, in Canada, in connectton 

Rev. Wee Bell: wtth the Church of Seotland, be referred to the 


Select Committee to whitch was referred the Pet- 
ttton of George Roe and others, of the County of Russell, and other refer- 
ences. 


Talbot Munt- Ordered, That the Petttton of the Muntctpal Council 
etpal Council. By ine Distriet of Talbot; and the Pettvion oF 


M'Dougal and others, freeholders and tnhabt- 
tants of Upper Canada, be PeRTeRTEH to the Select Committee on Ratlroads. 


Wild Fowl Mr. Taché, from the Select Committee to which 
Protection Bill. was referred the Petitton of the Honourable Antoine 


Gaspard Coutllard and others, of the County of 
L'Isltet, presented to the House the Report of the satd Committee, which 
was agatn read at the Clerk's table and ts as followeth:-- 


(68) 

Your Commtttee having taken tnto thetr constderatton the Petition re- 
ferred to them, have the honour to report, that the prayer of the said 
Petttton ought to be granted, and measures adopted to meet the views of 
the Pettttioners. 


Ordered, That Mr. Taché have leave to bring in a Bill for the better pre- 
servation of certatn Wild Fowl, in the County of L'Islet. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time on Monday next. 


Private Bills. The Honourable Mr. Morin from the Standing Com- 

mittee on Private Bills, pre presented to the House the 
third Report of the satd Committee; which was again read at the Clerk's 
table, and ts as followeth: 


Unitartans. Your Comntttee have considered the Petitton of 
the Reverend W. Adam and others, of Toronto, pray- 
ing that the Societies of Unitarian Christians may be placed upon an 
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equality with other religtous bodies, and have decided to recommend the 
prayer thereof, so far as relates to the Congregation of Unitarian Chris- 
ttans of Toronto only. 


Margaret Your Committee have also considered the Pettttion 
Havener. of Margaret Havener, praying for a penston, her hus- 


band having been killed at Odelltown during the Re- 
bellton; but they constder that the subject of the Petition ts more pro- 
perly one for the constderatton of the Executive Government, and they 
therefore abstain from gtving an optnton as to its merits. 


Re &. burns. The Petition of Robert Easton Burns, Esquire, 
Judge of the Home District Court, praying to be 
permitted to practise as a Barrtster and Counsel in the Courts of Equity, 
has also come under thetr constderatiton; Your Committee are aware of the 
propriety, as a general prinetiple, of confining the Judges exclusively 
to the duties of thetr offtce, but they have ascertained that in the 
present case the prayer of the Pettttoner may be granted without any con- 
currence of jurtsdtetton, and wtthout any tnterference wtth, or prejudice 
to, his offtetal duttes, and also wtthout obliging him to leave Toronto, 
where his prinetpal duttes as a Judge are to be exerctsed; they therefore 
recommend it to the favourable consideratton of your Honourable House. 





Wiagara Plank They have also examined the Petition of Charles 
Road. Richardson, Esquire, and others, praying that the 


Act tncorporating the Ntagara and Ten Mile Creek 
Plank Road Company may be so amended as to allow them to alter the place 
of termination of the satd road in the Town of Ntagara, and to authorise 
them to make a water course from the Welland Canal to Mtagara; and they 
percetve upon tnqutry, that the notice given by the Petittoners, appltes 
only to the latter part of the above prayer; but Mr. Dickson, a Member 
of Your Honourable House, who has charge of the Petition, having informed 
the Comntttee that the other object may rematn over for the present, 
without detriment to the tnterests of the Company, they therefore re- 
commend that that part of the prayer of the Petttion which relates to 
the construetton of a water course from the Welland Canal to Niagara be 
complted with, upon condttion that the Company enter tnto such arrange- 
ments as may be necessary wtth the Board of Works. 


Beauharnots The Petttton of Wtlltam Bowron and others, 
Plank Road. praying to be tneorporated as the Beauharnots Plank 
Road Company, having agatn been referred to your 

Committee, and the rules of your Honourable House relating to the pub- 
Litcatton of notice having been suspended, so far as relates to the satd 
Petitton, your Committee have accordingly constdered the same, and are 
convinced of the usefulness of the undertaking; but as tt ts the first 
instance of a toll road betng prayed for tn Lower Canada, as far as your 
Commtttee are aware, they recommend that the matter be well constdered 
tn entertatning the Bill that may be presented to your Honourable House 
tn relation thereto. They would suggest that at any time hereafter the 
Government should have power to assume to ttself the contemplated road, 
upon paying five per cent. over the estimated value thereof at the ttme. 
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Also, that the maximum of tolls be fixed tn the Bill, and generally that 
the provisions for protecting the public interests, inserted in the late 
Acts for erecting toll bridges, be applted to this case as far as prac- 
ticable. 

Your Committee, whtle on this subject, feel it their duty to call the 
attentton of your Honourable House to the propriety of adhering strictly 
to the standing orders concerning notices and publications, tn matters 
of tolls and exclustve privileges, as the interests of third parttes 
might otherwise frequently be interfered with, much to thetr prejudice, 
and wtthout their knowledge. 


Magdalen Mr. Christie, from the Select Committee to which 
Islands. was referred the Petttton of Joseph Cormter, Esqutre, 
and others, of the Magdalen tela, tn the County 


and District of Gaspé, presented to the House the Report of the said 
Committee, which was agatn read at the Clerk's table, and ts as followeth:-- 
Your Committee have taken tnto consideration the Petition of Joseph 
Cormier and others, tnhabttants of the Magdalen Islands, in the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence, earnestly praytng, for the reasons set forth tn thetr Pet- 
ition, that those Islands be not detached from this Province and annexed 
to the netghbouring Province or Government of Prince Edward's Island; and 
your Committee are of opinion that the prayer of the Petitton ought to 
be granted, and accordingly recomnend, that an humble Address be pre- 
sented to His Excellency, the Administrator of the Government, request- 
tng that Hts Excellency will be gractously pleased to tnterpose his good 
offices wtth the Home Government tn behalf of the tnhabttants of those 
Islands,--for the most part Acadtans of French origtn, descendants of 
the colonists of L'Acadie (now the Province of Nova Seotta), ortginally 
colontzed by France, whose reltgiton, language, usages, and interests, 
are tdentified with those of the majority of the tnhabttants of Lower 
Canada--to prevent the annexatton they apprehend, of those Islands, to 
the Government of Prince Edward's Island, and that the coneurrence of 
the Honourable the Legislative Counctl be requested to the Address of 
your Honourable House, to Hts Excellency on this subject. 





Marrtages and Mr. Colvtlle, from the Select Committee to whtch 
Baptisms Bill, was referred the Petition of Isaac Law and others, 
(Presbytertan presented to the House the Report of the satd Com- 
Synod. ) mittee, whitch was agatn read at the Clerk's table, 


and ts as followeth:-- 

Your Committee have considered the satd Petition, whtch prays that 
the laws relating to the solemnizatton and registering of marrtages, 
and registering baptisms, be so amended as to extend the privtleges 
thereof to the Assoctate Presbytertan Synod of North America, and they 
beg leave to recommend that the prayer thereof be granted. 


Ordered, That Mr. Colville have leave to bring tn a Bill to enable the 
Mintsters of the Assoctate Presbyterian Synod of North America to 
keep Registers of Bapttsms, Marriages, and Burials, performed by 
them, and for other purposes. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 

was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
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second time on Monday next. 


Report on Mr. Gowan from the Standing Committee on Prtint- 
Printing. tng and Binding, presented to the House the First 
(69) 


Report of the satd Committee, which was again read at the Clerk's table, 
and is as followeth:-- 

Your Conmittee met on the second tnstant, and caused to be inserted 
in each of the Newspapers publtshed in this Ctty, an Adverttsement for 
Tenders for the Daily Printing of your Honourable House. 

Your Committee agatn assembled on this day, when they had laid before 
them three Tenders only, as follows:-- 


Composttton Press Work 
per 1000 ems. per Token. 
From Messrs. Desbarats and Derbtshtre, 


im English and Frenne «sctegalen® sce 1 9 2 0 
From Messrs. Campbell and Perrault, in 

Bnglteh and Freneh sate. su eee uke. 1 73 whee set 
From Messrs. Lovell and Gtbson, in 

Bug lish: and trencn 2 me. <aa ase ii if 1 8 


Your Committee have unantmously resolved to accept the Tender of 
Messrs. Lovell and Gtbson, both on account of tts being the lowest, and 
on account of thetr having performed the printing of the last Session in 
an expeditious and credttable manner, and to the satisfaction of your 
Honourable House. 

Your Committee beg to remark, that, as compared with former Tenders, 
for work done for your Honourable House, the Tender now recommended for 
your adoption ts constderably lower. 


Ordered, That the satd Report be taken tnto constderatton on to-morrow. 


Niagara Ordered, That Mr. Merritt have leave to bring tna 

Suspenston Btll for erecting an internattonal Brtdge over 

Bridge Bill. the Niagara River, at or near the Falls of 
Niagara. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time on Wednesday, the fifteenth tnstant. 


Burn's Reltef Ordered, That Mr. Duggan have leave to bring ina 
BLL. Bill for the Reltef of Robert Easton Burns, 


Judge of the Home District Court. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same 
was reeteved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a sec- 
ond ttme on Monday next. 





On motton of Mr. Williams, seconded by Mr. Prince, 


West Halton Resolved, That the Select Committee appotnted to 
Electton. try the merits of the Petttion of James Durand, 
Esquire, complaining of the undue Electton and 
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Return of James Webster, Esquire, the Sttting Member for the West Riding 
of the County of Halton, have leave to adjourn until Friday, the seven- 
teenth day of April, tnstant, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, for the 
cause asstgned tn the first resolution reported by the said Committee, to 
thts House, at tts last sitting. 





Unitartans Ordered, That Mr. Price have leave to bring in a 
Reltef Bill. Bill to afford reltef to a certain reltgtous 


eongreagatton, at Toronto, denominated Unttar- 
tan Christtans. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time,1 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER enquired if this was the same body for a congre- 
gation of which in Montreal a bill was passed last session? 


MR. PRICE replied that it was. ... ((and moved that the Bill)) be 
read a second time on Monday next. 
(69) 


and ordered to be read a second time on Monday next. 


On motton of the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, seconded by the Honourable 
Mr. Baldwin, 


New Brunswick Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 

Boun Line. Hts Excellency, the Admintstrator of the Gov- 
ernment, praying that His Excellency wtll be 

pleased to communtcate to thts House, such documents as may properly 

and conventently be made public, in relation to the Boundary Line between 

Canada and New Brunswick. 


Ordered, That the said Address be presented to Hits Excellency, the Admtn- 
tstrator of the Government, by such Members of thts House as are 
of the Honourable the Executive Council of thts Province. 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH, seconded by MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY4- Moved that 
this House do now resolve itself into Committee of the whole to consider 
the Acts and Ordnances (sic) of Lower Canada, establishing the Trinity 
Houses of Quebec and Montreal. 


(69) 
On motion of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smtth, seconded by 
the Honourable Mr. Cayley, 


Trinity Houses Resolved, That thts House do now resolve ttself 
Quebee and tnto a Comnittee of the whole House, to take 
Montreal. tnto constderatton the expediency of repealing 


the Acts and Ordinances of Lower Canada, esta- 
blishtng the Trintty House of Quebec and Montreal, and regulating Pilots 
and Ptlotage, with a vtew to the substttutton of further enactments on 
the same subject. 
The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Committee. 
Mr. Murney took the Chair of the Committee, 





MR. AT. GEN. SMITH. The laws respecting the Trinity Houses of 
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Quebec and Montreal are about to expire, and the resolution he was going 

to move, was merely to the effect that it was desirable to repeal present 
laws, and in order that he might be enabled to introduce a bill in their 

stead. 


MR. AYLWIN: He considered it his duty as a Representative of the 
eity of Quebec, to do all he could to carry out the views of the Gov-— 
ernment on this subject; and if the bill should be of such a nature as 
he could conscientiously vote for, he would be happy to assist in carry- 
ing it out. 

(69) 
and after some time spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker reswuned the Chatr, and Mr. Murney reported that the Com- 
mittee had come to a Resolutton, which he was directed to submit to the 
House, whenever tt shall be pleased to recetve the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


On motion of Mr. Cameron, seconded by Mr. Lantter, 


Clergy Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Reserves. Hts Excellency, the Administrator of the Gov- 


ernment; praying that he may be pleased to lay 
before thts House coptes of any correspondence, memoranda, or recommend- 
ations that may have taken place between the Government of thts Province, 
and the Colonial Secretary, on the subject of the sale or management of 
the Clergy Reserves. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hits Excellency, the Adnin- 
tstrator of the Government, by such Members of thts House as are of 
the Honourable the Executive Counetl of this Provinee. 


On motton of Mr. Chauveau, seconded by Mr. Sherwood of Brockvtile, 


Oxford Resolved, That for the reasons stated by the Chatr- 
Electton. man, to wtt:--"the permtsston gtven this day to 

the Parttes to adduce evtdence in relatton to 
the list of objected votes, and the dtstance at which the wttnesses to 
be brought for that object reside;" the Select Commtttee appointed to 
try the mertts of the Petitton of the Honourable Francis Hineks, of the 
City of Montreal, complaining of the undue Electton and Return of Robert 
Riddell, Esquire, Sitting Member for the County of Oxford, have leave to 
adjourn until Tuesday the twenty-first day of April tnstant, at the hour 
of nine o'clock, A.M. 


Huron Rates Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Cayley have leave 
and Taxes to bring in a Bill to provide for the recovery 
BL: of the rates or taxes intended to be tmposed 


by certatn By-laws of the District Council of 
the District of Huron. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Tuesday next. | 
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Toronto Butld- Ordered, That Mr. Boulton have leave to bring in a 
ing Soctety Bill to extend the provtstons of the Act, in- 
Bee. eorporating the Montreal Butlding Soetety to 





the several Cities and Towns in Upper Canada. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a second 


(70) 
time on Monday next. 


MR. CHRISTIE® moved for the appointment of a Select Committee to 
examine the public accounts. 


MR. BALDWIN wished to know whether the leader of the Government ap- 
proved of the course pursued by the hon. member for Gaspé. He (Mr. B.) 
considered it to be contrary to English precedent .10 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER: It is the course pursued last Session.-+ 


MR. AYLWIN said, it was true he agreed last Session to an enquiry, 
by a Committee of the House, into the public accounts; but he thought 
that with a Government properly constituted such an enquiry was perfect 
nonsense. This enquiry ought to take place in the Committee of the 
whole House. The report of the Committee last Session proved that under 
the Baldwin LaFontaine Administration every farthing, every stiver, had 
been honestly expended. By appointing such a Committee you create an 
imperium in imperio. 

MR. CHRISTIE was astonished at the hon. member for Quebec. Would 
he not consent to mete out to the present Administration the same measure 
of justice that he required for the late Ministry? It would be a pretty 
kind of Responsible Government if, under it, the House, by a Committee, 
could not examine the accounts, as it is impossible, when the House is 
sitting in Committee of the whole, to look into them thoroughly.13 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD was of the same opinion as the hon. member 
for Gaspé. If the contrary course was adopted, a Government might say, 
we are strong enough to prevent enquiry, and we will not allow the ac- 
counts to be examined, and thus the door would be open to the greatest 
corruption. It is enough that the Government must take the initiation 
in all money grants; but then the House would not do their duty if they 
did not see that these grants were faithfully expended. The present 
pOUEr ment did not wish to stifle enquiry, and information could do no 
harm. 


(70) 

Consolidated Resolved, That the Accounts and Statements respect- 
Revenue Fund. tng the Income and Expenditure of the Consolt- 

dated Revenue Fund of the Provinee of Canada, 
for the year 1845, as latd before thts House, by command of His Excel- 
lency, the Administrator of the Government, on the 3d tnstant; be re- 
ferred to a Select Comnittee of eleven Members, to examine and report 
thereon with all conventent speed, and from time to time, tf they shall 
see fit; wtth power to send for persons, papers, and records; and that 


388 


the satd Committee be composed of Mr. Christte, the Honourable Mr. Moffatt 
the Honourable Mr. Robinson, Mr. Hale, Mr. Leslie, Mr. DeWitt, Mr. Petrte, 


Me. Brooks, Mr. Cameron, Mr. LeMotne, and Mr. Thompson. 





Instruction to Ordered, That tt be an Instruction to the satd Com- 
Comnittee. mittee to resume the examtnatton of such ac- 

counts as have remained unexamined from the 
last Sesston. 


Adjournment. The Honourable Mr. LaFontatne moved, seconded 
by Mr. Leslte, that when thts House doth adjourn on 
Thursday next, tt will adjourn until the Monday following.1> 


MR. LAFONTAINE.1® And he took that opportunity~/ now in pursuance 
with the notice he had given yesterday, ((to)) proceed to lay before 
the House, the correspondence which had taken place relative to changes 
in the Ministry. It was a duty that he owed tol8 the other side of the 
House, to his own friends and to himself. There could be no doubt in 
the mind of any member of the House, that a correspondence of some kind 
had taken place, relative to certain ministerial changes. He was one of 
those with whom that correspondence had taken place, through the medium 
of an hon. gentleman who did not belong to that Housel9, It had taken 
place ... during the fall of last year, and was very suddenly discon- 
tinued on the 26th of November last.29 Since that time2! he had an in- 
terview with the hon. gentleman who had entered into the correspondence 
with him (Mr. L.) and had obtained his permission to use22 the documents 
in his possession23, when and where he should see fit24, for the infor- 
mation of the House.22 As a member of this House, it was ... suggested 
to him26 upon a former occasion2/ by some members that he should pub- 
lish the correspondence, but he (Mr. L.) did not think proper to28 speak 
very particularly about it; but since that time his friends on his own 
side of the House, had had a meeting to discuss the subject - in doing 
which they only followed the example of the supporters of the Govern- 
ment29, the members on the other side of the House30 , and had passed 
some resolutions, by which he was called upon to declare whether31 he 
was a party to the negotiation32 and if so’, to show33 the correspondence. 
He stated that he was a party, and read the correspondence, and his 
friends have not only authorized but requested him to state the nature 
of the correspondence to the House, as both they and their constituents 
were interested in it. He had to wait a proper time to do so, and he 
was not a little surprised34 yesterday to receive from the hon. gentleman 
(Mr. Caron) a note stating that he (Mr. Caron) was determined to give 
publicity to the3 5 whole3 correspondence; and as the hon. gentleman 
has offered to publish the correspondence, he would only be following 
his example if he did so now, and he considered that it was a duty which 
he owed to his party and to himself3/, to lay the matter before them in 
his place in Parliament, rather than to allow it to appear, for the 
first time, in the newspapers. ® As early as the 19th of September 
last, he received from the Hon. Mr. Caron, Speaker of the Legislative 
Council, two letters dated the 7th and 8th of September respectively 
which he would now read. The hon. gentleman then proceeded to read 
the letters in French??, 
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COL. PRINCE49 interfered here. He rose to question of order; he 
would ask the hon. member to read it in English first, or at least 
when he comes to Mr. et part of the correspondence, as he 
wished to make a motion.41 


MR. LAFONTAINE stated that he intended to read the letters in both 
languages and proceeded to do so .42 


COL. PRINCE rose to order. He intended to make a motion; he objected 
to reading of correspondence, which he thought should not be read in 
this House. He would ask the hon. member one question, and if he answer- 
ed it, he would make a motion.43 I1 ajouta que la chambre était au fait 
de ce qu'il prétendait faire par cette motion. 


SIR A. MACNAB, the Speaker, called MR. PRINCE to order. He did not 
think the hon. member (Mr. Prince) could interrupt the hon. member 
(Mr. Lafontaine) - in reading the letters. He considered the hon. mem- 
ber in order in doing so. 


The reading of the letters was accompanied by loud cries of (hear, 
hear) from the hon. gentleman's side of the House .46 


COPIE 


Extrait d'une Lettre de M. Caron 
a M. LaFontaine. 


QUEBEC 7 Sept. 1845, 


Mon cher ami, 

Je me fais un devoir de vous écrire la substance d'une conversation 
que j'ai eue il y a quelque tems a4 Montréal avec M. Draper, dans laquelle 
il m'a manifesté le désir de voir quelques-uns de nos amis se joindre 4 
iiadminuetratrons voter. ce dont if s'agit. 

Dés 1'été dernier, M. Draper sans étre aussi explicite qu'il l'a 
été cette fois, m'avait fait entendre qu'il serait bien flatté de voir 
quelques Canadiens-Francais faire partie de 1'Administration, autres que 
ceux qui y sont déja. 11 m'avait mentionné Morin comme un de ceux-1a;3 
et tout en me disant qu'il regardait comme impossible de vous y voir 
entrer vous méme, 4 raison des difficultés personnelles existant entre 
vous et le gouverneur, il me donna 4 comprendre qu'il y avait moyen de 
faire disparaftre cet obstacle, en vous pourvoyant autrement. Quant 4 
M. Baldwin, il parut @tre sous l'impression qu'il serait disposé 4 se 
retirer de lui-méme, et semblait méme avoir des informations sur le 
sujet. Je regardai tout cela comme de simples confidences que je devais 
garder pour moi, vu qu'il ne m'avait pas autorisé a4 les communiquer. 
Quelques jours avant mon départ pour Montréal, je recus de lui une note 
me rappelant cette couversation (sic) et me priant de lui communiquer 
les difficultés que je voyais 4 un rapprochement, afin, disait-il, de 
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s'assurer s'il n'y aurait pas moyens de les faire disparaitre. Je lui 
répondis que devant aller 4 Montréal, je le verrais et lui ferais 1a ma 
reponse. 

En effet l'ayant rencontré, aprés avoir fortement insisté sur les 
avantages que le public en général, et particuliérement la partie fran- 
caise de la population, retireraient d'avoir dans le Conseil en pays 
des personnes connaissant les besoins de tous et en état d'y pourvoir; 
aprés m'avoir représenté le tort que notre isolement causait au Bas- 
Canada en entier, mais plus particuliérement 4 notre portion de sa 
population, il m'a dit qu'il y avait des difficultés, mais qu'il fallait 
voir s'il n'y avait pas moyen de les surmonter. La premiére était de 
pourvoir de situations les nouveaux venus. La-dessus il m'a dit que 
Mr. Viger serait facilement induit 4 se retirer et que Mr. Papineau ne 
demandait pas mieux; que ces deux situations devaient @tre remplies par 
des Canadiens-Francais; il m'a paru désirer voir Morin Président du Con- 
seil mais a tout @vénement pour cette place, il voulait un Canadien. 

Il a parlé de la situation de Solliciteur Général qui devait étre occupée 
par un de notre origine, et qui, quoique ne fesant pas nominalement 
partie du ministére, n’en exercerait pas moins une grande influence sur 
la conduite des affaires. Il a aussi parlé de la situation d'un Assis- 
tant Secrétaire qui fournirait 4 son homme des émolumens respectables 

et qui devait @tre remplie par quelqu'un ayant ou devant avoir un 

siége dans le Parlement. Voici a4 peu prés tout ce qu'il pouvait offrir 
pour le moment a nos amis, qu'ils pourraient eux-mémes ensuite travailler 
a faire leur part plus considérable. 

Une autre difficulté qu'il a signalée était relative 4 vous-méme. 

A votre sujet. il a dit que rien ne lui ferait plus de plaisir que de 
vous avoir pour collaborateur; mais que le gouverneur et vous ne pouvant 
vous rencontrer, il fallait renoncer 4 vous voir faire partie de 1'Ad- 
ministration tant que Lord Metcalfe serait au pouvoir; mais qu'il serait 
injuste de sacrifier un homme de votre importance et de votre mérite; que 
vos amis serait (sic) blamables s'ils le fesaient, mais que l'on était 
prét a faire disparaitre cette difficulté en vous placant de maniére 4 
vous satisfaire. J'ai compris ot il m'a dit que 1'intention était de 
vous mettre sur le Banc. 

Quand 4 M. Baldwin, il n'en a pas dit grand chose; mais j'ai compris 
comme dans la premiére conversation dont je vous ai parlé, qu'il comp- 
tait qu'il se retirerait de lui-méme. I1 m'a dit qu'il y avait d'autres 
détails sur lesquels il était str que 1'on pourrait s'entendre. Tout 
ceci m'a été dit avec permission de le communiquer, et méme avec priére 
de faire tout ce qui dépendrait de moi pour effectuer un rapprochement 
et pour engager quelques-uns des n6tres a4 prendre dans le conseil les 
siéges que l'on pouvait faire vider pour le moment. 

Je dois vous dire que je suis d'avis que l'état dans lequel nous 
sommes ne peut pas durer.... Ce qu'on nous offre est peu de chose, mais 
ce pourrait é€tre le commencement de quelque chose de mieux.... Il est 
trés possible que je voie mal les choses, mais il me semble que cette 
ouverture vaut bien la peine qu'on y réfléchisse; je vous la communique 
dans cette vue afin que vous y pensiez, avec liberté de la communiquer, 
mais la chose doit @étre faite avec discrétion.... 
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Tout 4 vous, 


ED. CARON. 


COPIE 


Léttre de 1'Hon. E, Caron 4 M. 
LaFontaine. 


(PRIVEE. ) 
QUEBEC, 8 Sept. 1845. 


Mon cher ami, 

Vous recevrez avec la présente la lettre que je vous ai écrite 
hier bien a la hate, mais qui contient pourtant un récit correct, en 
substance du moins, de ce qui s'est passé entre M. Draper et moi, et 
aussi un exposé succinct mais sincére de mes opinions présentes sur 1'im- 
portant sujet qui y a donné lieu. Quelque soit votre maniére de voir 
les choses, que vos vues s'accordent ou non avec les miennes, j'espére 
que vous me rendrez la justice de croire que les motifs qui me font agir 
dans cette circonstance sont honnétes et désintéressés. 

Tout ce que je me suis proposé était de faire part 4 vous et 4 
M. Morin, de L'ouverture qui m'avait été faite, bien déterminé 4 ne pas 
pousser la chose plus loin, si vous é@tes d'avis que 1l'arrangement pro- 
posé ou tout autre qui pourrait mettre de nos gens au pouvoir, sont 
impossibles dans les circonstances. Si tel est le cas, je le regret- 
terai sincérement, mais je me résignerai et attendrai des circonstances 
plus favorables. 

Quant 4 la partie de la transaction qui vous regarde, je ne la 
mentionne seulement pas, étant d'avis que d'aprés votre position vous 
devez regarder cette affaire comme s'il s'agissait d'un autre et que 
vous n'eussiez rien a y faire personnellement. 

Il n'est pas nécessaire de vous dire que ma lettre d'hier est d'une 
nature confidentielle; qu'elle ne doit étre communiquée qu'ad Morin et a 
tels autres amis dont vous é@tes str, puisque si la démarche entreprise 
était sans résultat, il serait mieux pour tout le monde que la chose 
restat entre nous. Ecrivez-moi au plutdt et dites moi ce que vous pensez 
qu'il serait a propos de faire. 


ToUt-a vous, 


ED. CARON. 


Lettre de M. Lakontaine a M. 
Caron. 
Montréal, 10 septembre 1845. 


Mon cher ami, 

Je m'empresse d'accuser la réception de votre lettre en date du 
8, ainsique (sic) de celle qui l'accompagnait. Ces lettres ne me sont 
parvenues que tard hier dans l'aprés-midi. Selon votre désir, je les 
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ai communiquées 4 notre ami Morin. 

En répondant 4 votre communication, je ne réponds que pour moi seul; 
et je le fais comme je l'eusse fait, si mon nom n'avait pas été mélé a 
vos entretiens avec M. Draper. 

Bien que la nature et le but de ces entretiens, en autant que j'y 
suis concerné, me justifieraient de m'abstenir d'exprimer une opinion, 
cependant, consultant votre désir, je sois au sentiment de l'amitié que 
je vous porte, de vous dire franchement ma pensée, mais seulement sur 
ceux des points de votre lettre, auxquels je me crois appelé a répondre. 

Je dois d'abord vous faire remarquer que j'infére de la teneur de 
votre lettre, quoique cela n'y soit pas exprimé en termes précis, que 
vous é6tes d'opinion que dans les circonstances ot se trouve le pays, la 
majorité de chaque province doit gouverner respectivement, dans le sens 
que nous attachons 4 cette pensée, c'est d-dire que le Haut-Canada doit 
étre représenté dans 1l'administration du jour par des hommes possédant 
la confiance du parti politique de cette section de la province qui est 
en majorité dans la chambre d'assemblée, et qu'il en devrait étre de 
méme pour le Bas-Canada. Soit; et si c'est 14 votre opinion, il me 
semble qu'elle vous fournit les moyens d'offrir 4 M. Draper des raisons 
"fortes et irrésistibles" pour soutenir un avis que vous lui auriez don- 
né en harmonie avec cette opinion. Ces raisons se présentent d'elles- 
mémes, sans qu'il soit besoin de les énoncer en détail. 

L'administration actuelle, quant au Haut-Canada, est formée sur 
ce principe, mais pour le Bas-Canada sa formation repose sur un prin- 
cipe contraire. Pourquoi cette distinction entre les deux sections de 
la province? N'y a-t-il pas dans ce fait 14 seul une pensée d'injustice, 
d'oppression méme? 

La voie qu'a prise M. Draper pour obtenir le résultat qu'il désire, 
me parait @tre inconstitutionnelle. Personne n'est responsable de la 
démarche par suite de laquelle vous m'écrivez. Vous n'étes pas chargé 
de réorganiser, soit en tout, soit méme en partie, 1'administration 
dont il est membre. Vous n'assumez aucune responsabilité. C'est ce qui, 
au premier abord, m'a fait hésiter 4 vous faire part de mes opinions. 
S'il en eGt été autrement, vous auriez eu le droit d'exiger d'un ami 
qu'il vous donnat son avis sur ce que vous auriez eu 4 faire, et en 
pareil cas je me serais fait un devoir de répondre a votre appel, sans 
omettre aucune partie de vos demandes, et sans crainte de compromettre 
qui que ce soit. 

Si donc aujourd'hui je réponds sur quelques points, vous devez 
croire que je ne le fais pas sans quelqu'hésitation. 

Ce que l'on vous propose est une répudiation du principe de la 
responsabilité, en tant qu'il s'agit de son application au Bas-Canada. 
Puisque M. Draper admet que la section Bas-Canadienne du ministére ne 
représente pas le Bas-Canada, pourquoi la maintenir? Pourquoi, suivant 
vos principes, ne pas former une nouvelle administration pour le Bas- 
Canada, 4 l'aide de quelqu'un qu'on chargerait constitutionnellement de 
le faire? Une administration ainsi formée serait forte de 1'influence 
que lui donnerait l'appui de la majorité de nos représentans (sic), 
ferait prévaloir cette influence légitime dans les conseils, et en retour 
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donnerait au pays toute la garantie qui résulte nécessairment du contréle 
qu'exercerait sur elle 1l'opinion publique. C'est alors, et alors seule- 
ment que vous pouvez vous flatter d'avoir dans une administration, pour 
faire usage de vos propres termes, ''des personnes disposées et capables 
de soutenir nos intéréts." 

Mais l'on vous dit: nous voulons seulement nous adjoindre quel- 
ques Canadiens comme Canadiens-frangais. De ce moment, ceux qui entrent 
ainsi au ministére y entrent non par suite d'un droit constitutionnel, 
non par l'action de 1'opinion de leurs compatriotes, mais uniquement 
par suite de la faveur, du bon plaisir d'un gouverneur. De ce moment 
1'expérience nous l'apprend, ils sont sans influence; ils ne sont plus 
des agens libres, ils ne sont que des instrumens entre les mains de ce 
gouverneur, pour faire mal comme pour faire bien. S'ils ont quelque 
capacité et quelque talent, ils les font tot ou tard servir a jeter la 
division parmi nous. D'un coté ils cessent bientdt de sentir le frein 
salutaire de l'opinion de leurs concitoyens; de l'autre, ils s'accoutument 
a ne consulter que leurs intéréts personnels et souvent méme leurs 
passions. Ils n'obéissent plus qu'aux volontés arbitraires d'un gou- 
verneur. Voulez-vous que je vous cite des exemples? En voici: M. 
Dominique Mondelet croyait sans doute étre utile 4 ses compatriotes, 
lorsque sous lord Aylmer il accepta une place dans le conseil exécutif. 
Nous l'avons vu presque de suite renier son passé, et plus tard nous 
l'avons vu voter la suspension des juges Panet et Bédard, et servir lui- 
méme d'avocat 4 ce tribunal illégal de la cour martiale. Cependant on 
l'avait appelé au conseil comme Canadien-frangais. C'est 4 ce titre que 
plus tard 4 une époque assez mémorable nous avons vu MM. De Bartzch, 
Heney, Quesnel, Louis Panet prendre siége dans le conseil exécutif. Ils 
croyaient sans doute pouvoir y servir les intéréts de leurs compatriotes. 
Ils ont fini par y voter la suspension de notre constitution représen- 
tative: 

Dans ces derniers temps nous avons encore vu entrer au conseil, par 
la méme porte, MM. Viger et Papineau. Ils ont dit, comme les autres, 
qu'ils pensaient y @tre utiles 4 leurs concitoyens d'origine francaise. 
Cependant un de leurs premiers actes, commis au grand jour, a été de 
nous donner pour orateur une personne que nous devons estimer sans doute, 
mais qui n'entend pas un seul mot de notre langue, et de repousser la 
candidature d'un Canadien-frangais, parlant également les deux langues, 
bien que la voix reconnaissante de leurs compatriotes l'appelat unanime- 
ment 4 cette haute charge. Nous nous plaignons, et surtout vous, du 
district de Québec, de la répartition injuste des deniers publics dans 
la derniére session. A qui le devons-nous? Sous les auspices de qui 
cette répartition a-t-elle été faite? Que MM. Viger et Papineau vous 
répondent. 

Cependant toutes ces personnes invoquaient leur qualité de Canadiens- 
frangais pour accepter des places. Tous portaient des noms plus connus 
que celui de M. Taschereau qui, comme eux, n'entre dans 1'administration 
qu'au méme titre, et par la méme porte, avec la meilleure volonté du 
monde, de bien faire sans doute. Le méme sort l'attend. Un peu plus 
de division parmi les Canadiens, avec tous ses malheureux effets, voila 
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tout ce que nous avons 4 attendre d'un systéme qu'un journal de Quebec 
vient de proclamer au grand jour, et que je ne puis qualifier autrement 
que de systéme de chercheurs de places. Je suis, je vous l'avoue, encore 
a apprendre ce que ce systéme peut procureur de bon. 

S'il était deux noms qui passent, sous ce systéme, faire espérer 
qu'ils exerceraient dans le conseil quelque influence; s'il était deux 
noms auxquels une administration devait quelque reconnaissance pour s'étre 
adjoints a elle comme Canadiens-frangais, ces deux noms étaient certaine- 
ment ceux de Viger et Papineau. Et cependant voila que M. Draper vous 
apprend que Son Excellence est préte 4 leur donner leur congé:! Est-ce 
au moins pour former une nouvelle administration pour le Bas-Canada? 

Oh, non, c'est uniquement pour faire un replatrage d'une administration 
que M. Draper avoue ne pas représenter le Bas-Canada; et que l'on 
voudrait refaire en substituant aux noms de Viger et Papineau, deux 
autres noms Canadiens-frangais a4 l'aide desquels 1'on espérait sans 
doute créer parmi nous un peu plus de division que n'en n'ont créé ceux 
des premiers. Puisque l'on Veut ainsi congédier MM. Viger et Papineau 
pourquoi ne congédie-t-on pas également MM. Daly et Smith? Est-ce que 
ces deux derniers représentent plus de Bas-Canada que les deux premiers? 
Ceux-ci du moins peuvent invoquer un passé, tandis quelles deux autres 
n'ont qu'un présent, et je vous en laisse le juge. 

Pauvre M. Viger, si c'est 14 le traitement qu'on lui destine, 
traitement que l'on dit @tre prét 4 lui administrer, je ne suis pas 
surpris de voir pour ainsi dire tous les officiers du gouvernement ne 
parler de lui qu'avec dérision. Deux hommes ainsi placés, ainsi traités, 
peuvent-ils exercer une grande influence sur les déliberations du con- 
seil, et y faire respecter les intéréts de leurs compatriotes? Si cette 
influence y est nulle, comme on doit le présumer d'aprés les aveux de 
M. Draper, M. Taschereau qui ne vient qu'a leur remorque, et a qui, de 
plus, la porte du conseil est fermée, peut-il s'attendre a faire mieux 
qu'eux? Voila ot nous conduira, ou plutdt voila l'état de choses que 
perpétuera ce systéme d'accepter des places a tout prix. Ce qu'il faut 
avant tout aux Canadiens-frangais c'est de rester unis et de se faire 
respecter. Ils se feront respecter dans le conseil et y exerceront la 
légitime influence qui leur est due, non quand ils n'y seront représentés 
que par des instrumens passifs du pouvoir, quelqu'en soit le nombre, mais 
bien quand ils y seront constitutionellement (sic) représentés par une 
administration Bas-Canadienne formée en harmonie avec des principes que 
1l'opinion publique ne désavoue pas. 

La démarche qu'a faite auprés de vous Mr. Draper, a toute la ressem- 
blance du monde avec celle que Mr. Sullivan fit auprés de vous et moi 
A Québec en Juillet 1842. On reconnaissait alors que 1'administration 
du tems (sic) qui était celle que Lord Sydenham avait léguée a4 Sir 
Charles Bagot, ne représentait pas le Bas-Canada. On voulait comme 
aujourd'hui y ajouter un ou deux noms francais seulement comme Canadiens- 
francais. Vous savez tout ce qui s'en est suivi; je n'ai pas besion de 
vous le rappeler. La mé@éme scéne est sur le point de se renouveller, 
ou je me trompe beaucoup, a moins que le systéme d'accepter des places 
a tout prix, ne vienne, en comblant les voeux des chercheurs de places, 
jeter nos compatriotes dans une division et une faiblesse mortelle. 
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Lord Metcalfe est le Lord Sydenham, et son successeur sera le Sir Charles 
Bagot. 

J'en viens done a une conclusion sur laquelle vous ne pouvez pas 
vous méprendre. C'est qu'en fait d'administration le Bas-Canada doit 
avoir ce qui est accordé au Haut-Canada; rien de plus, mais aussi rien 
de moins. 

Voila 1'expression sincére de mes vues. Si je me trompe l'erreur 
est mienne. Je le regretterai sans doute; mais advienne que pourra; je 
désire avant tout rester en paix avec mes convictions qui sont ma cons- 
CLENCE’. 

Je ne puis terminer sans vous dire un mot sur ma position a 1'égard 
de mes amis politiques. Je l'ai souvent dit et je le répéterai encore, 
c'est qu'aucune considération qui me soit personnelle, ne doit les 
empécher, de former partie d'une administration qui, pour le Bas-Canada, 
serait organisée d'aprés les principes constitutionnels qui doivent 
diriger notre conduite. 

Je ne servirai jamais d'instrument pour diviser mes compatriotes. 

Si 1'on forme une administration qui mérite ma confiance, je la soutien- 
drai de bon coeur. Si cette administration n'a pas ma confiance, mais 
qu'elle posséde celle de la majorité de mes compatriotes, ne pouvant la 
soutenir, je me retirerai volontiers de la Représentation, plutdt que 

de jeter la division dans nos rangs. Si, sous le systéme d'accepter des 
places 4 tout prix, il est des personnes qui, pour un avantage personnel 
et momentané, ne craignent pas de détruire le seul bien qui fait notre 
force, l'union entre nous, je ne veux pas @tre et ne serai jamais de 

ce nombre. 

N'ayant aucun désir de tenir secrétes mes pensées ou mes vues 
politiques, je vous permets de faire de cette lettre l'usage que vous 
jugerez convenable. 


Je suis avec estime 
Votre ami dévoué 


L. H. LAFONTAINE. 
L'HON. E. R. CARON. 


COPIE 


Lettre de” i*Hon.-E. “Caron ‘a “i Hon. 
W. Draper 
QUEBEC, 17 Septembre 1845. 


Mon cher Monsieur, 

A la suite de la conversation que j'ai eue avec vous 4 Montréal, 
dans le mois dernier, je vous avais promis de me mettre en communication 
avec quelques personnes influentes appartenant au parti Canadien-Frangais, 
afin de voir s'il n'y aurait pas moyen d'effectuer un arrangement qui 
aurait pour effet de les engager 4 prendre part a l'administration et 
a se joindre au parti qui est actuellement au pouvoir. Ma derniére 
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lettre vous aura appris que j'avais travaillé a4 remplir cette promesse 
et vous aura mis au fait des raisons qui avaient retardé la conclusion 
de ma négociation. Ce n'est qu'aujourd'hui que je me trouve en état de 
vous instruire du résultat de mon entreprise, et dans ce que je vais 
vous dire, je vous parlerai avec cette franchise que vous devez attendre 
de moi aprés la confiance que vous m'avez montrée. 

Si je me rappelle bien notre conversation, aprés avoir observé qu'il 
y avait dans chacune des deux sections de la Province un parti puissant, 
celui auquel vous apparteniez par le Haut-Canada, et celui auquel j'ap- 
partiens par le Bas, vous avez insisté sur les avantages qui résulte- 
raient a tout le pays de la réunion de ces deux partis, de laquelle 
résulterait une administration forte, jouissant de la confiance de la 
grande majorité de la Province entiére. Vous m'auriez représenté le 
tort causé a la partie de la population 4 laquelle j'appartiens, par 
l'isolement dans lequel nous avions été de 1'administration des affaires 
depuis quelque tems (sic), et vous m'avez donné les meilleures raisons 
du monde pour faire désirer la premiére de ces choses et faire disparaitre 
l'autre. Quand nous en sommes venus 4 1'examen des difficultés qui se 
trouvaient dans le chemin qui conduit 4 ce résultat, nous nous sommes 
arrétés aux suivantes comme étant celles qui nous paraissaient les plus 
sérieuses. 

1. Tous les siéges du Conseil @étant remplis, comment faire place 
a ceux qu'on voudrait y introduire? 

2. Serait-il juste de laisser dehors et d'abandonner certains 
individus influents et respectés du parti que 1'on recherche, et qui 
cependant, a4 raison de leur position particuliére, ne pourraient faire 
partie de l'administration tant que le gouverneur actuel serait au 
pouvoir? 

3. Il se trouvait actuellement dans le Conseil certains membres 
avec lesquels ceux que l'on voudrait adjoindre pourraient difficile- 
ment fraterniser. 

Plusieurs autres détails ont été mentionnés, mais comparés 4 ce 
qui précéde, ils ont été trouvés de peu d'importance, et nous avons cru 
qu'ils pourraient @tre réglés avec facilité. 

Cette maniére d'envisager le sujet est celle sous laquelle je l'ai 
présenté 4 ceux de mes amis que j'ai consultés, et je dois tout d'abord 
vous dire que je n'en ai pas rencontré un seul qui, comme vous et moi, 
ne désiradt pas sincérement voir mettre fin 4 une division qui est si 
préjudiciable a tout le monde. Tous sont tombés d'accord sur la nécessité 
d'un changement, et sont convenus que ce changement, pour @tre durable 
et satisfaisant, ne pouvait s'opérer qu'au moyen de l'union ou la 
coalition des deux partis les plus nombreux et les plus influents dans 
chaque section de la province; et je puis vous informer que j'ai trouvé 
les esprits bien disposés pour marcher vers ce but. 

L'apropos (sic) et la nécessité de la chose étant une fois admis, 

il a fallu s'occuper des moyens de la faire réussir, et sur cet objet 
encore il n'y a eu qu'une opinion. I1 a été posé en principe que la 
direction des affaires devait @tre entre les mains des deux partis domi- 
nants dans chacune des sections de la province, que 1'administration ne 
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devait pas plus conduire le Bas-Canada au moyen d'une majorité prise 

dans le Haut, qu'elle ne doit imposer la loi a la majorité du Haut-Canada 
par suite de l'aide que lui donnerait le Bas, et qu'une administration 
quelconque ne devait durer que tant qu'elle serait soutenue par une 
majorité respective dans chacune des sections de la province. 

L'on a dit que dans la partie supérieure les choses étaient telles 
qu'elles devaient @étre; que 14 1'administration était soutenue par la 
majorité, mais qu'il n'en était pas de méme ici of la minorité seule 
soutenait le ministére qui était opposé par la majorité; que cependant 
il n'y avait pas de raison de ne pas mettre ici les choses sur le méme 
pied qu'elles sont 14; que ce ne pouvait é@tre qu'a cette condition que 
la majorité pourrait se joindre 4 1'administration d'une maniére honorable 
et conforme aux principes. 

L'on n'a aucune objection quant 4 la maniére dont elle est composée 
pour le Haut-Canada; l'on insiste sur le méme droit pour le Bas-Canada. 
L'on dit que les personnes en place actuellement ne devraient pas étre 
un obstacle a l'arrangement en contemplation, puisque d'aprés le systéme 
de gouvernement sous lequel nous vivons, en acceptant une situation, 
elles ont di s'attendre a la céder du moment que d'autres, d'aprés les 
circonstances, seraient plus en état qu'elles de conduire les affaires 
d'une maniére avantageuse pour le pays. L'on est d'avis que s'il est 
nécessaire d'effectuer dans le conseil un plus grand nombre de vacances 
que celles dont il a été question entre nous, l'intérét ot la convenance 
individuels de ceux que cette mesure atteindrait, ne devraient nullement 
étre pris en considération. 11 faudrait remplir les situations par 
ceux qui jouiraient de la confiance du plus grand nombre, et si l'on 
adoptait cette régle 1'on verrait de suite disparafitre la premiére dif- 
ficulté que nous nous sommes faite, celle de trouver des situations pour 
ceux qu'il serait 4 propos et avantageux de faire entrer dans 1'adminis- 
tration. 

L'on pense que quelqu'un devrait @tre chargé d'élaborer et de pro- 
poser les bases du nouvel arrangement, et de soumettre les noms de ceux 
que Ll'on voudrait y faire entrer. Tout en désirant donner une majorité 
dans 1'administration au parti qui est en majorité dans cette portion 
de la Province, l'on est disposé a4 faire 4 la minorité une part raison- 
nable dans la direction des affaires et 4 la voir représentée dans le 
Conseil d'une maniére équitable. Quelques noms appartenant 4 cette 
catégorie, qui ont été mentionnés, donneront, je pense, satisfaction 
générale. 

L'on a vivement senti la difficulté que nous anticipions tous deux, 
résultant de 1l'exclusion qu'il fallait faire de l1'arrangement projeté, 
de certains individus influents et qui, sous d'autres circonstances, 
auraient di y tre admis avec avantage. Cependant en s'en tenant au 
principe énoncé plus haut que les personnes ne devraient pas étre un ob- 
stacle a4 la réalisation d'un projet avantageux au pays, il a été de 
suite entendu que l'on n'insisterait pas pour le moment sur 1'admission 
au pouvoir de ceux contre lesquels l'on savait exister des objections 
que l'on n'espérait pas faire disparaitre, persuadé que l'on était que 
ces personnes sauraient apprécier les motifs qui auraient fait agir leurs 
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amis, et qu'elles ne se croiraient pas délaissées ni sacrifiées parceque 
(sic) l'on aurait été forcé de céder 4 une impérieuse nécessité que l'on 
regrettait. Quant a l'un de ceux-1la, M. LaFontaine, je suis autorisé 4 
dire qu'il verra avec plaisir se former une administration jouissant de 
la confiance du pays, et que c'est de bon coeur qu'il soutiendrait, quoi- 
qu'il n'en ferait pas partie, une pareille administration qui serait com- 
posée d'hommes dont il approuverait les principes. L'on m'a donc donné 

A entendre, et je puis a4 peu-prés vous assurer que la seconde de nos 
objections est bien loin d'étre insurmontable. 

Quant 4 la troisiéme (la présence dans le conseil de personnes qui 
pourraient empécher d'y entrer d'autres dont les services seraient néces- 
saires), elle se résoud par les mémes raisons que celles qui ont été 
émises pour surmonter la premiére, et l'on dit que s'il se trouve dans 
le conseil quelques membres avec lesquels raisonnablement ne pourraient 
pas siéger ceux qui, plus qu'eux, seraient en état de faire l'avantage 
du pays, il faudrait bien que ces membres cédassent leur place, et en 
cela ils ne feraient que remplir la condition a laquelle ils se seraient 
soumis en entrant en office. 

Ce qui précéde doit vous faire comprendre que l'on est d'avis que 
l'administration pour cette partie de la province devrait @tre recon- 
struite; que le changement que l'on y ferait en substituant une ou deux 
personnes 4 un égal nombre de celles qui en font maintenant partie, 
serait sans résultat effectif, n'apporterait aucune force au ministére, 
ne ferait qu'isoler ceux qui accepteraient, de leurs concitoyens; que 
cette mesure serait en pure perte pour le gouvernement, en méme temps 
qu'elle serait trés dommageable politiquement parlant 4 ceux qui s'y 
préteraient. Je vous assure que c'est 1a l'opinion de tous ceux 4 qui 
j'en ai parlé; et cela étant, ou bien vous ne trouverez personne disposé 
a se préter 4 1l'arrangement que vous avez en vue: (celui de remplacer 
les deux membres qui se seraient retirés), ou bien si vous trouviez 
quelqu'un qui le fit, celui 14 ne vous serait d'aucun avantage. 

Telles sont les informations que j'ai pu recueillir; je les crois 
conformes aux idées de la grande majorité de ceux qui se mélent d'affaires 
dans cette partie de la province. La réalisation de cet objet n'est 
pas sans difficulté, mais elle est possible, et si c'est le seul moyen 
que l'on ait de rétablir la paix, la tranquillité et la satisfaction 
dans le pays, il faudrait l'obtenir 4 tout prix. Je m'estimerai bien 
heureux, si je puis contribuer 4 amener ce résultat, et a cette fin 
comme pour toute autre qui tendrait au bien @tre du pays, vous pouver 
disposer de moi a volonté. 

Espérant que vous voudrez bien excuser le peu d'ordre qui régne dans 
cette lettre @crite a la hate au milieu de nombreuses occupation (sic), j'ai 
l1'honneur de me souscrire avec la plus haute considération et la plus 
parfaite estime. 


Cher monsieur, 


Votre trés humble et trés dévoué serviteur, 


ED. CARON. 
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(TRADUCTION. ) 


L'hon. W. Draper a l"honorable 
Rie Garon. 


Montréal, 16 oct. 1845. 


Mon cher Monsieur, 

Vous n'avez peut-étre pas remarqué par les journaux que j'ai été un 
peu plus d'un mois absent, en circuit, d'ot je n'ai été de retour qu'hier, 
et vous voudrez bien, j'en suis sir, me pardonner de ne pas faire plus 
dans ce moment que d'accuser la réception de votre lettre du 17, et de 
vous remercier bien sincérement des explications franches qu'elle con- 
tient. 

Vous sentirez que j'ai besoin de réfléchir avant que je puisse 
pleinement apprécier jusqu'ad quel point mes efforts peuvent réussir 4 
amener a un résultat favorable le sujet de nos conférences. Je désire 
bien ardemment et de tout mon coeur obtenir un résultat aussi avantageux; 
content soit de participer a cette tache, ou d'étre témoin de son succés 
accompli par d'autres. 

Je vous écrirai aussit6t que j'aurai pu consacrer au sujet le tems 
(sic) que son importance exige; car personne ne comprendra mieux que vous 
que, tandis qu'individuellement je suis prét a faire tous les efforts 
pour obtenir un but que je regarde comme si désirable, a cette fin je 
vous ai fait part sans réserve de mon désir de connaitre quelle chance 
il y avait de réussir auprés de ceux avec lesquels vous étes plus par- 
ticuliérement 1ié, j'ai besoin de m'assurer de beaucoup de coopération 
de méme que d'entrer dans beaucoup de consultation avec ceux avec les- 
quels, aussi bien que ceux sous lesquels j'agis, avant que je sois 
capable de vous répondre dans le méme esprit que vous m'avez si obli- 
geamment écrit etc. 


W. H. DRAPER. 


TRADUCTION. 


Lion: Ws, Draper: a L* Hon, E. 
Caron 


(CONF IDENTIEL) 
MONTREAL 19 Nov: 1845. 


Mon cher Monsieur, 

D'aprés la confiance que vous avez bien voulu placer en moi, vous 
devez vous attendre 4 apprendre de moi ce qui, dans tous les cas, je 
pense, devrait @tre tenté pour accomplir le seul but que nous nous 
sommes proposé, savoir, faciliter la formation d'un gouvernement qui 
posséderait la confiance du pays généralement. J'ai souvent réfléchi 
sur le sujet, avec un bien vif désir d'effectuer une bonne intelligence 
avec le parti auquel vous é@tes 1ié comme constituant la majorité de la 
Représentation du Bas-Canada dans 1'Assemblée. La maladie de Lord 
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Metcalfe m'a empéché de lui soumettre la question. Mais quant au résultat 
de mes propres vues, je puis vous en faire part sans réserve. 

Je sens fortement qu'il y a des obligations auxquelles comme homme 
politique et comme homme d'honneur, je ne puis manquer en ce qui regarde 
des tiers, tandis que d'un autre coté j'ai droit d'espérer de leur part 
ce que, pour des raisons publiques, je suis préparé de faire. 

Maintenant je suis, comme je vous l'ai dit, prét a céder ma place. 
Je n'apprécie pas assez la vie publique pour m'y cramponner, ou pour 
adopter une ligne de conduite autre que celle que je puis ouvertement 
justifier pour y demeurer. Voila pour moi. 

J'ai senti que notre conseil avait besoin d'étre fortifié, et que 
les charges d'Orateur du Conseil Législatif et de Président du Conseil 
Exécutif pouvaient @tre réunies a l'appui ((de)) mon projet, comme moyen 
d'économie publique. 

La position de M. Viger, je le sens, lui donne des droits a4 toute la 
considération possible de ma part. Je dois avoir pour lui, comme vous 
le sentirez vous-méme j'en suis certain, tous les égards qui sont dts 4 
ses sentimens et 4 ses désirs. Mais je ne vous cacherai pas, et je 
vous répéterai ce que je vous ai déja dit, que je considére depuis long- 
tems (sic) l'abandon par lui de la place qu'il occupe, comme essentiel 
a force du gouvernement. La maniére d'effectuer cette retraite est une 
autre considération. 

Quant a mes autres collégues du Bas-Canada MM. Daly et Papineau et 
Smith, je puis vous dire ce que ((je)) pense de leurs sentimens, spé- 
cialement les deux premiers. Ils ne tiennent pas 4 garder leurs places, 
pour embarrasser le gouverneur actuel ou son successeur, dans la for- 
mation de son conseil. J'ai souvent eu des conversations avec M. Papineau, 
et d'aprés ce qu'il m'a dit, je suis persuadé; qu'il n'hésiterait pas un 
moment a se retirer pour le bien de son pays plutdt que de créer des 
difficultés en restant au pouvoir. Pour M. Smith, je n'ai eu aucune 
conversation avec lui sur la possibilité de sa retraite. 

Je puis répondre pour MM. Morris et Cayley comme pour moi-méme que 
nous ne demeurerons en charge qu'autant que nous pourrons le faire sans 
compromettre nos caractéres comme individus, et que nous y serons utiles 
au public. Si ces deux bases nous manquaient, nous nous retirerions. 
Aucun de nous ne placerait de difficultés sur la voie d'arrangements pour 
la formation d'un bon gouvernement. 

Ces prémisses étant posées, je désire maintenant vous faire cette 
question, afin de prévenir tout malentendu par la suite, et de me mettre 
en pouvoir d'agir franchement dans cette question vis-a-vis de ceux avec 
lesquels ou par l'ordre desquels je dois agir, comme je vous avais in- 
formé dans ma derniére lettre: 'Quelles situations devraient @tre ren- 
dues vacantes, ou quels changements devraient é@tre faits dans 1'adminis- 
tration pour satisfaire aux justes attentes des Canadiens-Frangais en 
genéral, et pour obtenir leur appui?" Je ne vous demande pas de nommer 
vu que le temps pour une pareille proposition n'est pas encore venu; et 
ce ne serait pas non plus la, la maniére de le faire. Mais si je puis 
dire distinctement ce que 1'on veut comme sine qua non, je suis én posi- 
tion de mettre franchement la question devant ceux qui y ont droit et de 
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me consulter avec eux tous sur ce que nous conseillerons. Vous verrez 
j'en suis str, que je ne puis autrement agir honorablement vis-a-vis de 
mes collégues. 

Jusqu'ici nos communications ont été restreintes a nous deux. L'es- 
time que je porte 4 votre caractére, ma confiance dans votre jugement 
et la considération que j'ai pour la haute position que vous occupez, m'ont 
fait désirer une explication, afin que je pusse, en fesant connaitre mes 
propres vues (si vous croyez devoir faire connaitre les votres.) savoir 
quelle espérance il y avait d'un rapprochement. 

Jusqu'ici notre confiance, je le crois, a été mutuelle. Votre der- 
niére lettre contient un exposé franc et intéressant de vos vues générales 
et de celles de vos amis politiques. Je puis maintenant aller de 1l'avant 
du moment que j'ai votre réponse; mais comme ce que j'ai a faire est de 
mettre la question devant le gouverneur et mes collégues, je ne puis le 
faire, sans votre consentement, ayant 4 y méler votre nom ainsi que 1'ex- 
pression de votre opinion sur la question que je vous ai posée quant au 
changement qu'il était nécessaire de faire. Croyez-moi, &c. 


W. H. DRAPER. 


L'HON. M. CARON. 


COPIE. 


InvnoOnleath Carona lUhonma awe Hs 
Draper. 


Québec, 26 nov. 1845. 


Mon cher Monsieur, 

Votre billet du 24 a été recu ce matin. En m'annongant le départ 
de Son Excellence, vous me dites que vous vous hatez de me transmettre 
cette information, vu que cette nouvelle pourrait changer nos vues sur 
la nature de la derniére lettre que vous m'avez écrite. 

En effet ce départ ne peut manquer d'avoir le résultat que vous 
anticipez. 

Dans les communications que nous avons eues ensemble, vous savez 
que je ne me suis jamais donné pour chef de parti; je me suis seulement 
prété, et cela je l'ai fait bien volontiers, 4 servir d'intermédiaire 
entre ceux que notre parti regarde comme ses chefs et vous-mémes, afin 
de leur faire parvenir les communications que vous avez bien voulu me 
faire, et aussi pour vous transmettre leurs vues et leurs idées sur le 
sujet qui nous occupait. En m'acquittant de cette tache, je ne vous ai 
pas caché mes propres opinions; mais cette partie n'étant que secondaire, 
toujours j'ai voulu vous faire connaitre ce que voulaient et exigeaient 
les guides du parti avec lequel vous vouliez négocier un rapprochement. 
Je n'ai prété mon ministére 4 cette fin que parce que je savais qu'il 
existait des obstacles momentanés qui empéchaient que les communications 
pissent aisément se faire d'une maniére directe entre 1'administration 
actuelle et ceux auxquelles il fallait s'adresser pour atteindre le but 
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desiré. Les obstacles, ce me semble, n'existent plus et ne doivent plus 
exister, et par conséquent ma mission doit cesser avec les causes qui 
l'ont fait naitre. 

Je serais faché pourtant que vous concluriez de ceci que je refuse 
d'aider a un rapprochement que nous paraissons tous deux désirer; tout 
au contraire, je suis prét a faire tout en mon pourvoir pour en faciliter 
la conclusion. Mais comme vous avez sur les lieux ceux de qui dépend 
en grande partie le succés de l'arrangement, il me parait plus convenable, 
plus facile et plus expéditif de traiter directement avec eux, tout en 
vous invitant 4 ne vous géner aucunement avec moi, et a m'indiquer libre- 
ment de quelle maniére je puis é@tre utile. 


Je suis bien sincérement, 
Tout a vous, 


ED. CARON. 47 


Nos. a, 
(Extract of a. Letter .frometon. hy 5b.) Caron. to Hons Lslielabentaineg, ) 


TRANSLATION. 
QUEBEC, Sept. 75) L845: 


MY DEAR FRIEND. - I deem it my duty, to give you in writing the sub- 
stance of a conversation I had some time since in Montreal with Mr. 
Draper, in which he intimated to me the desire he had that some of our 
friends should join the Administration. The following is the substance 
Gi wes 

As early as last summer, Mr. Draper, without being as explicit as 
he was on this occasion had given me to understand that he would be very 
glad to see some French Canadians form part of the Administration, other 
than those who already composed it. He had mentioned Morin as one of 
the former and at the same time that he intimated that he considered as 
impossible, your forming part of it owing to the personal differences 
existing between yourself and the Governor, he gave me to understand 
that there would be some means devised of removing the obstacle by pro- 
viding for you otherwise. As to Mr. Baldwin he seemed to be under the 
impression that he would be disposed to retire unsolicited and appeared 
to be, indeed, possessed of some information on that subject. I con- 
sidered all this at the time as merely confidential and to be kept to 
myself, inasmuch as he had not authorized me to communicate it. A few 
days before my departure for Montreal, I received from him a note recal- 
ling to my recollection the conversation alluded to and begging of me 
to inform him what were the difficulties that stood in the way of a re- 
conciliation in order to ascertain whether some plan could not be de- 
vised to remove them. I answered that as I was about going to Montreal 
I should there see him and give him my answer. Having accordingly met 
with him he after having strongly insisted upon the advantages that 
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would result to the public and particularly to the French part of the 
population by having in the Council of the country persons knowing the 
wants of all, and able to provide for them; after having represented to 
me the injury which our isolated position inflicted upon the whole of 
Lower Canada but more particularly our portion of the population, he 
told me that there were difficulties in the way but that we ought to 
consider whether there were no means to overcome them. The first dif- 
ficulty was to find situations for those who were to be introduced. 
Thereupon he told me that Mr. Viger could be easily prevailed upon to 
retire and that Mr. Papineau desired nothing better; that both these 
situations should be filled up by French Canadians; he seemed desirous 
that Morin should be President of the Council; but he wished at all 
events to see that place filled by a Canadian. He spoke of the office 
of Solicitor General, which, he said, ought to be filled by one of our 
origin and who, although not forming nominally part of the Ministry, 
would, nevertheless, exercise great influence in the conduct of affairs. 
He also spoke of an Assistant Secretaryship, the incumbent to which 
ought to receive handsome emoluments, and who should have, or be able 
to obtain a seat in Parliament. This was about all that he could for 
the present offer to our friends, who, when in power, might themselves 
strive afterwards to make their share more considerable. 

Another difficulty which he pointed out was in reference to your- 
self. As regarded you, he said that nothing would afford him greater 
pleasure than to have you as a colleague, but that as the Governor and 
yourself could not meet, the idea of seeing you form part of the admin- 
istration must be given up so long as Lord Metcalfe remained in power; 
but that it would be unjust to sacrifice a man of your influence and 
merit; that your friends would be highly censurable if they did so; but 
that this difficulty could easily be made to disappear by giving you 
an appointment with which you would be satisfied. I understood, or 
rather he told me the intention was to place you on the bench. 

As to Mr. Baldwin, he said little about him; but I understood, as 
I did in my first conversation of which I have spoken, that he thought 
he would retire of himself. He said that there were other details, 
upon which he felt very sure that we could agree. All this was told 
me with full permission to communicate it and indeed with an earnest 
request that I should do all in my power to bring about a junction of 
parties and to induce some of our friends to accept of such seats in 
the Council as could, for the present, be vacated for them. I cannot 
forbear telling you that I am of opinion that the present state of 
things cannot last. What is offered is indeed little but it might be 
a beginning of something better. It is very possible that I may not 
view the matter rightly but it does seem to me that the overtures made 
are worthy of consideration. I communicate them to you that you may 
consider of them, and you are at liberty to communicate on the subject 
with your friends, but this must be done with discretion. 


Tan OC, 


R. E. CARON, 


(Letter from the Honorable R. E. Caron to Mr. 
LaFontaine. ) 


QUEBEC, 8th Sept. 1845. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, - You will receive with this, the letter I wrote 
you yesterday, which although written in great haste, contains, in 
substance at least, a correct account of what passed between Mr. Draper 
and myself, and also a succinct but sincere exposé of my general opin- 
ions on the important subject which gave rise to it. 

Whatever may be your views of the subject whether they agree with 
mine or not, I trust, you will do me the justice to believe that the 
motives by which I am actuated are honest and disinterested. 

All that I intended to do was to communicate to you and Morin the 
overtures that had been made to me, fully determined not to urge the 
thing further; if you are of opinion that the proposed or any other 
arrangement which might place our friends in power, is under the cir- 
cumstances, impossible. Should such be the case, I should sincerely 
regret it, but I shall submit and await more favourable circumstances. 

With regard to that part of the transaction which regards you, I 
do not even allude to it being of opinion that in your position, you 
ought to look upon this matter as if it had reference to another and 
not to yourself personally. 

It is unnecessary for me to state that my letter of yesterday's 
date is of a confidential nature, and is to be communicated only to 
Morin, and such other friends as you can rely upon, for if the proposed 
arrangement should be without any result, it would be better for all 
parties that it should remain between us. Write me immediately, and 
say what you think is best to be done. 


R. E. CARON. 


No. 3. — Llransilation. 


(Letter from Hon. L. H. LaFontaine to Hon. R. 
BiwGaron?) 


MONTREAL, 10th Sept., 1845. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, - I hasten to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 8th instant, as well as that which accompanied it. These letters 
only arrived late yesterday afternoon. According to your wish I have 
communicated them to our friend Morin. In replying to your communi- 
cation I answer only for myself, and I do so as I should have done, had 
my name not been mixed up in your conversation with Mr. Draper. Al- 
though the nature and the object of these conversations, in so far as 
I am concerned, would justify me in abstaining from the expression of 
any opinion, yet, in accordance with your wish, I think it due to the 
friendship which I feel for you, to express my opinion frankly, but 
only on these points in your letter to which I think myself called on 
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to answer. I should observe at first that I infer from the tenour of 
your letter, although not stated in express terms, that you are of 
opinion that in the circumstances of the country the majority of each 
Province should govern respectively in the sense, that we attach to that 
idea - that is to say, that Upper Canada should be represented in the 
administration of the day by men possessing the confidence of the poli- 
tical party in that section of the province which has the majority in 
the House of Assembly, and that it should be the same for Lower Canada. 
Now, if this is your opinion it appears to me that it furnishes you 
with the means of offering to Mr. Draper "strong and irresistible" reas- 
ons in support of any advice given in harmony with this opinion. These 
reasons naturally present themselves without there being any occasion 
to offer them in detail. The present administration, as far as regards 
U. C., is formed on this principle, but as regards L. C., its formation 
rests on an opposite principle. Why this distinction between the two 
sections of the Province? Is there not in this fact alone a manifest- 
ation of injustice, if not of oppression? The course taken by Mr. 
Draper, to obtain the results which he desires, appears to me to be 
unconstitutional. No one is responsible for the step owing to which 
you write me; you are not charged to reorganize either in whole or 

even in part the administration of which he is a member; you assume 

no responsibility. It was this which at first made me hesitate to 

give you my opinion. Had it been otherwise you would have had a right . 
to demand from a friend that he should give you his advice upon what 
you would have to do, and in such case I would have deemed it my duty 
to reply to your appeal without omitting any part of your demands, 

and without fear of compromising any one. If then I answer you on 

some points, you must understand that it is not without some hesita- 
tion. What is proposed to you is a repudiation of the principle of 
responsibility in so far as applies to Lower Canada. Since Mr. Draper 
admits that the Lower Canadian section of the ministry does not repre- 
sent Lower Canada, why maintain it? Why according to your principles 
not form a new administration for Lower Canada with the aid of some 

one constitutionally charged to do so? An administration thus formed 
would be strong with the influence that the support of the majority of 
our representatives would give it, and would make that influence legit- 
imately prevail in the Council, and in return would give to the country 
all the guarantee which necessarily results from the controul 

which public opinion would exercise over it. It would be then and then 
only that you could flatter yourselves with having in an administration, 
to make use of ((on)) your own terms persons disposed to and capable of sus- 
taining our interests. 

But it is said to you - We only wish to join to us some Canadians 
as French Canadians. From that moment, those who thus enter the Min- 
istry enter it not in consequence of a constitutional right, not by the 
action of the opinion of their countrymen, but only by favour, by the 
good pleasure of a Governor. From that moment, as we learn by exper- 
ience, they are without influence - they are no longer free agents; 
they are only instruments in the hands of the Governor, to do evil as 
to do good. If they have any capacity or talent, they make them serve 
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sooner or later, to throw division among us. On the one hand, they soon 
cease to feel the salutary check of the opinion of their fellow citi- 
zens; on the other side they accustom themselves only to consult their 
personal interests, and often even their passions. They obey only the 
arbitrary will of a Governor. Do you wish that I should cite you 
examples? Here they are: - Mr. Dominique Mondelet thought without 
doubt to be useful to his countrymen, when under Lord Aylmer, he accep- 
ted a place in the Executive Council. We have seen him almost immedi- 
ately denying his past life and afterwards voting for the suspension 

of Judges Panet and Bedard, and acting himself as Advocate before that 
illegal tribunal, the Court Martial? Yet he was called to the Council 
as a French Canadian. It was under this title that at a later and 
sufficiently memorable epoch, we have seen Messrs Debartzch, Heney, 
Quesnel, Louis Panet, take their seats in the Executive Council. They 
doubtless thought they would be able to promote there the interests 

of their fellow countrymen. They ended by voting there for the suspen- 
sion of our representative Constitution. In later times we have seen 
Messrs. Viger & Papineau enter the Council by the same door. They 

have said, like the others that they could be useful there to their 
fellow countrymen of French origin. Yet one of their first acts com- 
mitted in broad day was to give us for Speaker a person that we may 
doubtless esteem, but who does not understand a single word of our 
language, and to oppose a French Canadian speaking both languages 
equally, although unanimously called by their grateful countrymen to 
that high office. We complain, and especially you of the District of 
Quebec, of the unjust division of the public monies during last session. 
To whom do we owe it? Under whose auspices has this division been 
made? Let Messrs. Viger and Papineau answer. And yet all these per- 
sons appealed to the fact of their being French Canadians as a reason 
for their accepting office. All of them had names better known than 
that of Mr. Taschereau, who, like them, only enters into the adminis- 
tration under the same title, and by the same door, with the best 
desire in the world, doubtless, to do good. The same fate awaits him. 
A little more division among the Canadians, with all its unfortunate 
effects; this is all we have to expect from a sytesm (sic) which a 
Quebec journal has just sanctioned in broad day, and which I cannot 
describe otherwise than as a system of "office seekers." 

I am I confess to you, yet to learn what good this system can 
produce. If there were two names that under this system it could be 
hoped would exercise some influence in the Council, if there were two 
names to which an administration owed some gratitude for their having 
joined it, as French Canadians, those two names were certainly those 
of Viger and Papineau - and yet now you learn from Mr. Draper that 
His Excellency is ready to give them their congé!! Is this in order 
to form a new administration for Lower Canada? Oh no! It is only to 
make a patchwork (replatrage) of an administration that Mr. Draper 
confesses does not represent Lower Canada and that it is wished to 
reform substituting for the names of Viger and Papineau two other 
French Canadian names, by the aid of which it would be hoped no doubt 
to create amongst us a little more division than has been created by 
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the first named. Since it is then proposed to give the congé to Messrs. 
Viger and Papineau, why not also give the congé to Messrs. Daly and 
Smith? Is it because the latter represent Lower Canada more than the 
former? Messrs. Viger and Papineau might at least invoke the past in 
their favour whilst the others have nothing but the present, and I leave 
you to judge what that is. Poor Mr. Viger: If this is the treatment 
destined for him, treatment which it is said they are ready to adminis-— 
ter to him, I am not surprised to see, so to speak, that the officers 
of the Government only speak of him with derision. Two men thus placed, 
thus treated, can they exercise a great influence over the delibera- 
tions of Council and cause the interests of their countrymen to be 
respected there? If that influence is nothing as must be presumed, 
after the avowal of Mr. Draper how can Mr. Taschereau who only follows 
in their wake, and to whom moreover the door of the Council is shut, 
expect to do better than them? What such a state of things would 

bring us to, or rather what it would perpetuate would be to accept 
office at any price. What French Canadians should do above every thing 
is to remain united and to make themselves respected. They will make 
themselves respected in the Council, and will thence exercise the 
legitimate influence which is due to them, not when they are repre- 
sented there only by the passive instruments of power, however numer- 
ous they may be, but when they shall be constitutionally represented 
there by a Lower Canadian administration formed in harmony with prin- 
ciples which public opinion does not repudiate. The step taken by 

Mr. Draper towards you is in every respect similar with that which Mr. 
Sullivan took towards you and me at Quebec in July 1843. It was then 
acknowledged that the administration of the day which was that which 
Lord Sydenham bequeathed to Sir Charles Bagot did not represent Lower 
Canada. It was desired as now to add to it one or two French names 
only as French Canadians. You know all that followed, I have no 
occasion to remind you of it. The same scene is on the eve of being 
re-enacted, or I am much mistaken; unless, indeed the system of accep- 
ting places at all price should by accomplishing the wishes of the 
office-seekers throw our countrymen into a deadly division and weak- 
ness. Lord Metcalfe is the Lord Sydenham, and his successor will be 
the Sir Charles Bagot. I arrive then at a conclusion regarding which 
you cannot misunderstand me. It is, that as regards the Administration, 
Lower Canada should have what is granted to Upper Canada - nothing 
more, but also nothing less. This is the sincere expression of my 
views. If I am mistaken, the error is mine. I may regret it, with- 
out doubt, but come what may, I desire above every thing, to remain at 
peace with my own convictions, which are my conscience. 

I cannot close without saying a word upon my position with respect 
to my political friends. I have often said, and I again repeat it, 
that no personal consideration for me should prevent them from forming 
part of an Administration, which for Lower Canada should be organized, 
in accordance with the constitutional principles which ought to direct 
our conduct. I will never be an instrument to divide my countrymen. 

If an Administration should be formed which commands my confidence, I 
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will support it with all my heart. If that Administration has not my 
confidence, but possesses that of the majority of my countrymen, being 
unable to support it, I would cheerfully withdraw from the House rather 
than cause division in our ranks. If under the system of accepting 
office at any price, there are persons who, for a personal and momen- 
tary advantage, do not fear to break the only bond which constitutes 
our strength, viz., union among ourselves, I do not wish to be, and I 
never will be, of the number. Having no desire to keep secret my 
thoughts or my political views, I permit you to make whatever use of 
this letter you think best. 


i Tami; 


Nowe Leanslation 


(Letter from Hon. R. E. Caron to the Hon. W. 
H. Draper.) 


QUEBEC, Sept. 17, 1845. 


MY DEAR SIR: - After the conversation that I had with you in Mon- 
treal last month I promised you to communicate with some influential 
members of the French Canadian party in order to ascertain if there 
were any means of coming to an arrangement the effect of which would 
be to engage them to take part in the administration, and to join the 
party now in power. My last letter will have informed you that I had 
endeavoured to perform this promise, and will have made you perfectly 
aware of the reasons which had delayed me in bringing my negotiation 
to a conclusion. It is only this day that I am able to inform you of 
the result of my undertaking, and in what I am about to say to you I 
will speak with that frankness that you have a right to expect from 
me after the confidence that you have evinced towards me. If I 
recollect our conversation right, after you had remarked that there 
was in each of the two Sections of the Province a powerful party, that 
to which you belong in Upper Canada and that to which I belong to in 
Lower Canada, you insisted on the advantages that would arise to the 
whole country from a union of those parties, the consequences of which 
would be a strong administration enjoying the confidence of the great 
majority of the entire Province. You represented to me the injury 
caused to the portion of the population to which I belong by the 
isolation in which we had been for some time back from the adminis- 
tration of public affairs, and you gave me the best reasons in the 
world for desiring the first of these things, and for endeavouring to 
remove the other. When we came to examine the difficulties which pre- 
sented themselves in the way of such a result, we found that the fol- 
lowing appeared to be the most serious. Ist. All the Seats in the 
Council being filled, how were places to be provided for those whom it 
was desired to introduce. 2nd. Would it be just to leave aside and 
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abandon certain influential and respected members of the party whose aid 
was sought, and who yet owing to their particular position could not 
form part of an administration so long as the present Governor should 
remain in power. 3rd. There are at present in the Council certain mem- 
bers with whom those that it was desired to add to it, could not easily 
fraternize. Many other details were found of little importance, and 
such as we thought might be easily arranged. The above manner of view- 
ing the subject is that under which I have presented it to those of my 
friends with whom I have consulted, and I must at the outset assure 

you that I have not met one who did not, like you and me, sincerely 
desire to put an end to a division which is so prejudicial to the whole 
country. All are agreed in the necessity of a change, and are further 
agreed that such change, to be lasting and satisfactory, can only be 
effected by the union or coalition of the two parties the most numer- 
ous, and most influential in each section of the Province, and I can 
inform you that I have found all parties well disposed towards that 
object. The expediency and necessity of the thing being once admitted, 
it became necessary to consider the means of making it succeed, and on 
that subject also there has been but one opinion. It has been assumed 
as a principle that the direction of affairs should be in the hands of 
the two prevailing parties in each section of the Province; that the 
administration ought not more to govern Lower Canada by means of a 
majority obtained in Upper Canada than it ought to govern the majority 
of Upper Canada by means of the aid that Lower Canada should give to 
it, and that no administration whatever ought to last any longer than 
it shall be sustained by a majority in each of the sections of the 
Province respectively. It is said that in the Upper section things 

are as they ought to be; that there the administration is sustained by 
the majority but that it is quite different here where the minority 
alone sustains the Ministry which is opposed by the majority, that not- 
withstanding there is no reason why things here should not be put on 
the same footing as they are there, that on this condition alone the 
majority could join the administration in an honorable manner, and in 
conformity with principle. No objection is made as to the composition 
of the administration for Upper Canada, but the same right is insisted 
on for Lower Canada. It is said that persons now in office ought not 
to be an obstacle to the contemplated arrangement as according to the 
system of government under which we live, they must in accepting 

office have expected to resign it, so soon as others according to cir- 
cumstances should be more in a position than they, to direct public 
affairs in a manner advantageous to the country. 

It is maintained that if it should be necessary to make a greater 
number of vacancies in the Council than those of which we spoke, the 
personal interest or convenience of those that this measure might reach 
ought not in any way to be taken into consideration. The situations 
must be filled by those who enjoy the confidence of the greatest num- 
ber, and if this rule should be adopted the consequence will be the re- 
moval of the first difficulty that presented itself, that of finding 
situations for those that it might be thought expedient, and advan- 
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tageous to bring into the administration. 

It is thought that some individual should be charged to work out, 
and settle the basis of the new arrangement, and to submit the names 
of those that it might be desirable to bring into it. Though it is 
desirable to give a majority in the Administration to the party which 
is in that’ position in this (part, of the Province.) there tea. dispoc.— 
tion to give to the minority a reasonable share in the direction of 
affairs, and to have it represented in the Council in an equitable man- 
ner. Some names which have been mentioned belonging to that descrip- 
tion of persons would in my opinion give general satisfaction. A 
great difficulty has been felt, and one which we both anticipated, 
arising from the necessity of excluding from the projected arrangement 
certain influential individuals who, under other circumstances, might 
have been advantageously admitted. Notwithstanding this, adhering 
to the principle enunciated above, that individuals ought not to be 
an obstacle to the realization of a project advantageous to the coun- 
try, it has been consequently understood, that, for the present, the 
admission to power of those against whom objections that we cannot 
hope to remove are entertained will not be insisted on, in the full 
persuasion that those indivuduals will know how to appreciate the 
motives which have induced their friends thus to act, and that they 
will not consider themselves either forsaken or sacrificed because the 
former have been forced to yield to an imperious necessity, which they 
regret. With regard to one of those individuals, Mr. LaFontaine, I 
am authorized to state, that he will see with pleasure the formation 
of a Ministry which shall enjoy the confidence of the country; and 
that he will support with all his heart, though he should not form 
part of it, an Administrationcomposed of men of whose principles he 
approves. I am given to understand, and I can almost assure you that 
the second of our difficulties is very far from being insurmountable. 
As to the third (the presence in the Council of individuals who might 
prevent others whose services might be necessary, from joining it,) it 
is resolved by the same reasons that have been adduced to surmount’ the 
first, and it is said that if there are in the Council some members 
with whom those who are in a better position than they to serve the 
country cannot reasonably be expected to sit, it would be necessary 
that those members should yield their seats, and in doing so, they 
would only fulfil a condition to which they submitted when they 
accepted office. 

You will understand from the preceding remarks that the opinion is 
entertained that the Administration for this part of the Province 
must be reconstructed, - that any change which should be made in it 
by substituting one or two persons for an equal number of those who 
are now members of it would have no effective result, would bring 
no strength to the Ministry, would merely isolate from their country- 
men those who should accept of it, that such a measure would be of 
no use to the Government, at the same time that it would be very 
damaging, politically speaking, to those who should lend themselves 
to it. = J assure you that this 15 thejopinionsor abl those wien 
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whom I have spoken, and being so you will either find no individual 
disposed to lend himself to the arrangement that you have ... in view 
(that of replacing the two members who should retire) or if you should 
find any one who should do so he would be of no use to you. Such is 
the information that I have been able to collect. I think it in 
accordance with the opinion of the great majority of those who take 
part in public affairs in this part of the Province. The realization 
of fthis object as not without ditfiieulty but) it. is possible, and if 

it is the only mode that exists of reestablishing peace, tranquility 
and satisfaction in the country, it should be obtained at any price. 

I should esteem myself very happy if I could contribute to such a 
result and for that end, as for every other which shall tend to the 
prosperity of the country, you may dispose of me at your pleasure. 
Hoping that you will be good enough to excuse the want of order which 
you will find in this letter which has been hastily written in the 
midst of numerous occupations, I have the honour to subscribe myself 
with the highest consideration, and the most perfect esteem, dear Sir, 
your most humble and most devoted servant, 


R. E. CARON. 
Hon. W. H. Draper. 


NO 5) 


(Letter from the Hon. W. H. Draper to the Hon. 
Ren apEGatconen) 


MONTREAL, 16th October, 1845. 


MY DEAR SIR, - You may not have observed by the papers that I have 
been rather more than a month absent on circuit, from which I returned 
only yesterday, and you will, I am sure, readily excuse me that I do 
no more at this moment than acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 
17th, and thank you most sincerely for the frank explanations it con- 
tains. 

You will feel that some reflection is necessary before I can fully 
appreciate how far any exertions of mine are likely to be successful 
in) bringing te a ‘favourable result)the subject of OUR conferences. My 
heart is earnestly engaged in the effort to obtain a result so bene- 
ficial; - content either to share in the task or to witness its success- 
ful accomplishment by others. 

You shall hear from me as soon as I can possibly devote to the sub- 
ject the time its importance demands - for no one will better under- 
stand than yourself that while individually I am ready to make any 
effort to attain an end I consider so desirable, & for that purpose 
have fully opened to you my desire to learn what prospect there was 
of success with those with whom you are more particularly connected, 

I have to secure much co-operation, as well as to enter into much con- 
sultation, with those with, as well as those under, whom I am acting 
ere I shall be able to reply to you in the same spirit as you have so 
kindly addressed me. 
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Believe me, my dear sir, with every sentiments (sic) of respect, 
sincerely yours, 


W. H. DRAPER. 


N@anO's 


Letter from the Hon. Mr. Draper to the Hon. 
Migs Gatcon. 


(CONFIDENTIAL. ) 
MONTREAL, Nov. 19, 1845. 


MY DEAR SIR, - You will, after the kind confidence you have placed 
in me, expect to hear again from me what under all circumstances I 
think should be attempted, in order to accomplish the single end we 
have proposed to ourselves, viz., to facilitate the formation of a 
Government which would possess the confidence of the country generally. 
I have reflected again and again on the matter, with an anxious desire 
to effect a good understanding with the party with whom you are con- 
nected, as constituting the majority of the L. Canada Representatives 
in the House of Assembly. The illness of Lord Metcalfe has prevented 
my laying the question before him. But the result of my own views I 
may fully lay before you. 

I feel sensibly that there are obligations, which, as a politician 
and a man of honor, I cannot throw aside as regards others, - while, 
on the other hand, I feel free to expect from others, that which, on 
public grounds, I feel proud to do. —- Now I am, as I told you, ready 
to make way as regards my own office. I do not value public life 
enough to cling to it, or to take any course but that which I can 
justify, to renainvin it: So muchstor myself. 

I have felt our Council required to be strengthened, and that the 
offices of Speaker of the Legislative Council and President of the 
Executive Council, might be united as a public saving in furtherance 
of my design. 

The position of Mr. Viger, I feel entitles him to every possible 
consideration on my part. - Every regard to his feelings and his 
wishes, should, and must be (as I am sure you will feel) shewn by me. 
But I will not conceal from you, nor indeed have I, that I have long 
viewed his retirement from the position he occupies as essential to 
the strengthening of the Government. The mode of effecting it, is 
another consideration. 

As to my other Lower Canada colleagues, Messrs. Daly, Papineau 
and Smith, I can state to you what I believe to be their feelings,. 
especially the two former. They are not anxious to stick to office, 
to embarrass the present or any future Governor in forming his Coun- 
cil. With Mr. Papineau I have often held conversations from which I 
feel certain that he would not hesitate a moment between retiring to 
benefit his country, and remaining to create difficulty. With regard 
to Mr. Smith, I have held no conversation with him on the possible 
question of his retirement. 
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I can answer for Mr. Morris, and Mr. Cayley, - as for myself, that 
our holding office is dependent on our doing so on terms which will not 
compromise our character as individuals, and will be of public service. 
If either of these, grounds fail, we would retire. No difficulty can 
arise with either of us in making any arrangements for a good govern- 
ment. 

This being premised, I wish now to put to you this question to 
prevent all misunderstanding thereafter, and to enable me to act fair- 
ly in the matter towards those with whom and through whom I have to 
act, - as I intimated to you in my last, - "What Offices would require 
to be vacated, or what changes made in the present administration, in 
order to satisfy the just expectations of the French Canadians gener- 
ally, and secure their support?" I do not ask you to name - as the 
time for such a proposition has not arrived, nor would this be the 
way to make it. But, if I can state distinctly what is expected as 
the ‘sine qua non = “Lam ina position to lay the case fairly betore 
the proper parties, and to consult with them all as to what will advise. 
You will, I am sure, see I cannot otherwise act an honourable part to 
my colleagues. 

Hitherto our communications have been of a character confined to 
ourselves. From my esteem for your character, and my confidence in 
your judgment, and from the high position you hold, I sought an 
explanation that I might, - opening my own views, - ascertain (if you 
felt right to communicate yours) what prospect there was of a rapproche- 
ment. So far our confidence I believe has been mutual. Your last 
letter contains a frank and interesting exposé of the general view of 
yourself and political friends. I can now go forward the moment I 
have your answer; but as my course forward is to lay the question 
before the Governor and my colleagues I cannot do this, involving your 
name without your full consent, and added to it the expression of 
your opinion on the question I have put as to the necessary changes. 





Believe me, &c., 


W. H. DRAPER. 


INORe dis 
TRANSLATION. 


QUEBEC, 26th Nov. 1845. 


MY DEAR SIR: - Your note of the 24th has been received this 
morning. In announcing to me the departure of His Excellency you 
tell me that you hasten to give me this information as the news may 
change my views regarding the last letter that you wrote me. In fact 
this departure cannot fail to have the result that you anticipate. 

In the communications that we have had together, you are aware that 
I have never represented myself as head of a party. I have only lent 
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myself, and that I have done most willingly to mediate between those 
whom our party regards as its leaders and yourself, in order to ac- 
quaint them with the communications that you have been pleased to make 
me, and also to transmit to you their views and ideas on the subject 
which has occupied our attention. In performing this task I have not 
concealed from you my own opinions, but this being of only secondary 
importance, I have always endeavoured to make you understand, what the 
leaders of the party with which you wished to bring about a reconcili- 
ation would desire, and claim. I have only lent my assistance to this 
object because I knew that there existed temporary difficulties which 
prevented communications being easily made in a direct manner between 
the present administration, and those whom it ought to address in 
order to attain the desired end. The obstacles it appears to me no 
longer exist and ought no longer to exist, and consequently my mission 
must cease with the causes which gave rise to it. I should however 

be sorry that you should conclude from this that I refuse to aid in 
bringing about a reconciliation that we both appear to desire. On 

the contrary I am ready to do all in my power to facilitate the con- 
clusion of it. But as you have on the spot those on whom in a great 
degree the success of the arrangement depends, it appears to me more 
expedient more easy and more expeditious to treat with them directly. 
Begging you not to embarrass yourself in any manner with me, and to 
point out to me in what way I can be useful to you. 


Yours truly, 


(Signed, ) R. E. CARON.48 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER49 rose to offer a few observations, and hoped 
that29 on the present occasion, the general rule of the House which ob- 
liged hon. members to confine themselves to the immediate question would 
be dispensed with2!, ((and)) should not be too strictly enforced against 
him?2, because he should feel rather hardly used if he were limited to 
the question as to whether the House should or should not adjourn ac- 
cording to the motion before the chair.23 (Laughter.)4 However lit- 
tle justice might be awarded him in other respects, he felt that the 
justice which demanded that he should have liberty to speak would not 
be denied him; and he would say at the outset, that in the transaction 
which then occupied the attention of the House, he had nothing "to con- 
ceal, nothing to explain away22, (hear, hear)56, and nothing" whatever 
to extenuate. - (Cheers.) He would speak plainly, so that he might not 
be misunderstood, and would fearlessly avow)/ that he entertained the 
views respecting a union of parties expressed in the correspondence 8, 
((and)) that the principles upon which he had acted with regard to the 
French Canadian part of the population in 1841, when he had the honor to 
hold a place in the government under Lord Sydenham, were the same which 
had governed his public course in 1842,... they remained unchanged when 
he came into office in 1843, and were still unaltered in 1846. - (Cheers.) 
Those principles were well known to every one of his colleagues, nay to 
every one who knew anything of the history of public affairs in Canada°9 
since the Union®9, He had avowed them in Parliament, whenever the occasion 
required him to do so, he had avowed them when he had been called to 
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the administration of Lord Metcalfe, and he could tell gentlemen on 
the other side of the House that, if one thing more than another had 
led to the long delay which had taken place in the formation of that 
administration, it was his desire - it was more than a desire - to 
form an administration by which those principles might be carried out. - 
(Loud Cheers.)®l It was the difficulty of carrying out the principle 
of a union which he (the Attor. Gen.) contended for; and he would 

also add that it was not his fault if the principle was not carried 
out.92 Then with reference to the correspondence, he would say that 
there was more of it than had been read by the hon. member for Terre- 
bonne63, which he would presently read.©4 Not that he meant to assert 
that the hon. member had intentionally withheld any part of it, but 
while he had communicated to the House two letters, which he (Mr. Dra- 
per) had heard of for the first time that night, and ... the contents 
of which he had hitherto known nothing, there were others which con- 
tained his sentiments in writing, which he should read, in preference 
to saying any thing upon the subject on which they treated. - (Cheers.) 
Then as the Cicero text had it, litera scrip ta manet, and would show 
by what principles he had been actuated. It was only justice to him- 
self to assert that he knew nothing of the letters of the 7th and 8th 
September, nor of any representation which had been made of his com- 
munications, except that which was contained in the letter of the 17th 
September. With reference to that letter, he would only ask any man 
of honor, he would ask the honorable member for Terrebonne himsel £65, 
and he would ask the House whether that letter sufficiently informed 
him of the views of those who had been consulted by Mr. Caron, 66 
whether it bore out the representations which were made in other parts 
of the correspondence as to communications which were said to have 
come from him. He asked that hon. member whether, from the letter 
which was written to him, or from anything else which had passed be- 
tween himself and the hon. gentleman with whom he corresponded - as 

he thought confidentially - he asked whether he or any man could have 
supposed or believed, from the letter of the 17th September, that any 
such representations had been made as those which the hon. gentleman 
had begun by reading. (Cries of No! No!) He asked whether he had 
been fairly dealt with, when such representations had been made of 
what had passed? (Cheers and cries of No!) Was he informed that he 
had been represented as saying that he was disposed to join an Admin- 
istration with that hon. member for a colleague? Was he told in 

that letter what the representation really was? Was he told that the 
hon. member was willing to support an Administration formed on the 
principles of union of the two.parties? On the contrary, he did not 
know®/ till yesterday who it was that Mr. Caron corresponded with. 
Could it be supposed that if he knew of such a letter as that of the 
Hon. Mr. Lafontaine's of the 10th of September, that any further cor- 
respondence would have taken place; had he seen that letter, had he 
been informed of its tone and temper towards his colleagues, he 

would have gone no farther; he would have seen that it was impossible 
to bring about a reconciliation, and would have stopped all proceed- 
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ing.68 He asked, as an act of justice, that the hon. member would say 
whether the letter which he (Mr. Lafontaine) had read, warranted any 
representation that he (Mr. Draper) was ready to take office with that 
hon. member. He asked that particularly, because the whole of the con- 
versation which had taken place, in the first instance, between himself 
and Mr. Caron, was predicated upon the impossibility which existed of 
that hon. gentleman's forming any part of an Administration while Lord 
Metcalfe remained at the head of affairs, and upon the fact that his 
object was not to destroy Lord Metcalfe's Government, but to give it 

a permanent strength. (Loud cheers). He was bound to say, in justice 
to the hon. gentleman with whom that conversation was held, that, as 

he (Mr. Draper) was sometimes foolish enough to attempt to speak the 
French language69, as he ... did with the view of improving his know- 
ledge of that language/0, it was possible there might have been some 
misunderstanding as to the ae of what took place, but this he would 
say/1, that he never intended’/2, on that occasion/73, to say that he was 
willing to join the honorable member for Terrebonne in an administration - 
(hear, hear.) He never did say that but for the difficulty arising out 
of personal feeling on the part of Lord Metcalfe, such an alliance might 
take place/4. He said so distinctly, because he was certain that he 
gave no expression to such views on the subject. He had given no opin- 
ion, because it was unnecessary for him to say what he should do under 
such or such circumstances, when his object was to meet an immediate 
difficulty, of which these questions formed no part. He had little to 
explain to the House, for the letters bore upon their faces the proof 
that he had throughout done everything which was due from himself to his 
colleagues, and everything which they considered they had a right to expect 
at his hands. He did not desire, as he had said before, to withhold any- 
thing, but he must not be put before the country with a portion only of 
the correspondence. He would remark, however, that he still - notwith- 
standing all that had passed - entertained some notion of delicacy - no 
doubt very absurd, and of a kind, which from the manner in which he had 
been used, he could readily conceive, some people could not understand - 
but which had prompted him to take upon himself to say, that he would 
not make public any part of the correspondence which was in his hands, 
unless with the consent of the gentieman from whom he had received it. - 
(Long protracted cheers.) He had demanded that gentleman's authority 
before he would permit himself to divulge what he conceived to have 

been imparted to him, under the seal of confidence. He went farther, 
and he declared that he had abstained from communicating their con- 
tents, even when he had heard reports on the subject which had stag- 
gered him - when he heard things which he knew to be untrue, stated 

with a confidence and boldness of assertion, which he himself could 
hardly believe was without some authoritative foundation. - His honor- 
able friends on this side of the House knew well that it had been 
stated, in some quarters, he knew not by whom, that a letter, written 

by the hon. member for Terrebonne, had been communicated to him (Mr. 
Draper), and had been answered through Mr. Caron. He declared, before 
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God and man, that, till that night, he had heard nothing whatever 
about the communication between Mr. Caron and the hon. member opposite, 
and that he never knew that any such had taken place. All he knew was 
that Mr. Caron had written to him to say that Mr. Lafontaine would 

not be in the way of forming an Administration, but would support any 
which might be formed, if it consisted of men in whom he could have 
confidence. He (Mr. Draper) could not help feeling that a very dif- 
ferent system had been pursued by the two parties engaged in the nego- 
ciation (sic). While his letters, marked private and confidential, 
had been placed in the hands of the honble. member for Terrebonne, 
that gentleman's, which he had forwarded with a frank and manly bold- 
ness without any such indication, had been kept back from him. If he 
(Mr. Draper) had read the letters, reflecting, as they did, upon the 
friends with whom he was associated, would he ever have written the 
succeeding letters, which the hon gentleman opposite had read? Would 
he not have stopped? Would he not have been forced to say, at once, 
that all hope of reconciliation was at an end? Why had he not been 
treated with common fairness? Why had not the criticisms on his let- 
ters been handed to him? He asked, again, if he had been treated with 
justice? He had entered upon the subject with one purpose only - that 
of endeavouring to ascertain whether no means could be found to pro- 
duce a union which would be satisfactory to the whole community. He 
did not imagine that he was doing anything more than he had a perfect 
right to do when he entered upon it, and he would never have made the 
correspondence public, never have broken the confidence which was re- 
posed in him. He felt it necessary, in addition to the letters al- 
ready read, to read two or three others, in order to explain the course 
which he had taken. He would, however, remark, that he made no com- 
plaint of the hon. gentleman opposite; that hon. gentleman had broken 
no faith with him, because he had been entrusted with no confidence; 
there had been no correspondence whatever between them, and there would 
have been no correspondence at all except it had sprung from a desire 
on his (Mr. Lafontaine's) part to effect an approchement which would 
have been beneficial to the country at large. He was then in a posi- 
tion in which he desired to do nothing more than to place the truth - 
the whole truth - before the public, and to stand or fall by it. - 
(Cries of trés bien.) He had acted with the utmost frankness through- 
out, and in proof that he had done so, he-would mention, that feeling 
it would be a delicate thing to allow his friend to write him any 
letters, after any material change in public affairs had taken place, 
and before his friend had become acquainted therewith, he took the 
earliest opportunity, after he could get back to town from Monklands 
upon the news of the permission which had been granted to Lord Met- 
calfe to return home had been communicated to him, to acquaint his 
friend with the fact. He lost no time in writing, though he did so 
with feelings oppressed by the thought of what had passed with that 
noble minded man - when parting from him, as he (Mr. Draper) had done - 
not desiring on his own account to leave the country, but yet fully 
aware of his own physical weakness, he said "if you think that I can 
be of any good to Canada, I will gladly lay my bones here". He need 
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not explain that on that head there had been no hesitation on his part 
or on that of his friends, but what he desired to mention was, that 

he had only just time to save the post that evening, and that he wrote 
in such haste that he had had no time to take a copy of his note. The 
purport of it, however, was this, that such a change had taken place 
as would probably prevent my friend from writing what he otherwise 
would write. He would now read a letter which he wrote on the day of 
Lord Metcalfe's departure. /° 


No 4/8. 
(From Mr Draper to Mr Caron) 


(CONFIDENTIAL. ) 
MONTREAL, Nov. 26, 1845. 


MY DEAR SIR, - The departure of Lord Metcalfe took place this 
morning. Although this change in no respect alters the opinion I en- 
tertain on the necessity of strengthening the local Administration, 
it materially alters the position in which I am and may be placed, 
and the powers I may have to effect any thing beneficial and satis- 
factory. 

I felt it my duty on Monday,* the day on which I had the first 
official communication of His Lordship's intention, to apprize you 
of it, and in the same spirit I mention to you how I feel my posi- 
tion affected, as you have a right to expect from me the earliest in- 
timation of everything which may influence you own opinions and ac- 
tions in this matter. Believe me, &c, 


W. H. DRAPER 


(Hon. (Rsk. WCaren sto. Hon. .W. H. Draper,,) 


TETU*S HOPE. 
19th March, 1846. 


DEAR SIR, - The object I had in view in the communications which 
have passed between us, was, - as I have frequently told you in wri- 
ting and personally, - to make you acquainted with the views and 
opinions of my political friends, in order to see whether it might 
not be possible to come to an arrangement with them. - In order to 
fulfil the mission I had undertaken, it was absolutely necessary to 
consult the leaders of the party with whom I had to negociate (sic). - 
As many of them lived at a distance, I adopted, as the easiest and 
most open mode of communication, the plan of sending to them both 
your letters and my own, as they were exchanged between us. It thus 
happens that the important part of our correspondence is now in the 


*Mem. - I kept no copy of this note. It contained nothing but 
the annunciation that Lord Metcalfe was going away, and that the in- 
formation was given that Mr. Caron might consider how far it would 
affect his proceedings. 
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possession of the friends to whom I sent it. - I am not aware what use 
they intend to make or can make of these documents, but anticipating 
the possibility of their using them and making them public, I think 

it my duty to mention the fact to you, in order that if our correspon- 
dence should become public you may know under what circumstances the 
thing took place, and how and why the papers that compose it, passed 
out of my hands. 


I am, as ever, 
Dear Sir, yours), 


R. E. CARON, 


Now «9: 
(From Mr Draper to Mr Caron.) 


(PRIVATE. ) 
MONTREAL, 19th March, 1846. 


MY DEAR SIR, - I have just received your note of this date, in- 
forming me that in reference to certain communications, partly verbal 
and partly written, which had passed between us in relation to the 
administration of public affairs in this Province, and the introduc- 
tion into office of gentlemen, like yourself, of French Canadian ori- 
gin, that you had, from the necessity of consulting with the chiefs 
of the party with whom you were connected, transmitted to them my 
letters addressed to you; that these letters are now actually in the 
possession of your friends, to whom you had sent them; that you are 
ignorant what use they may intend to make of them, but, anticipating 
that they may possibly make them public, you felt it your duty to com- 
municate the fact to me that, in case our correspondence should be- 
come public, I might know under what circumstances it had passed out 
of your hands. 

Our communications began by a conversation, sought for on my part 
with you, in which I expressed my desire to ascertain (if you thought 
fit to place that confidence in me) whether the obstacles in the way 
of bringing into office gentlemen such as yourself were not to be 
surmounted, and I said that unless gentlemen of opposite parties should 
place sufficient reliance on each other's honour and character, to con- 
verse frankly and confidentially on such a subject, there could be no 
means of ascertaining their respective opinions, or whether any "rap- 
prochement" between them was possible. I understood you to assent to 
this proposition, and I then discussed with you my views as to the 
state of political parties and the possibility of bringing the French 
Canadian party into a position by which they would exercise a just 
share in administering public affairs. You made me aware that you 
must confer with others before you could inform me what probability 
there was that any result could be attained. To such conference, how- 
ever, I was no party - to this moment I do not know the names of the 
parties with whom it was to be held - nor, so far as you informed me, 
was my name to be made use of. 
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The letters which I addressed to you, in furtherance of our conver- 
sation, were, on my part, certainly written in the same spirit of con- 
fidence which as I understood was to govern our conversation. They 
were all, if I mistake not, marked in a manner unequivocally to shew 
this, - in fact, a((s)) strongly as is consistent with a proper regard 
of what is due, and should be left, to the honour of a gentleman. 

The course which your friends, in whose hands you had placed these 
letters, may take in forcing you into the position of being a party to 
making that public which was confidential, and communicated in reliance 
on your character, is a matter in respect to which I do not feel I have 
anything to do. It of course, rests between you and them. As regards 
myself, I must observe that I never supposed, nor did you, until your 
note of this morning, ever intimate to me that you had placed the let- 
ters, which I addressed to you, out of your own control, or even that 
you had put it into the power of any third party to violate the confi- 
dence we had placed in each other. On my part, I can assure you, I 
had invariably taken care, in all communications with others to which 
the subject matter of our correspondenbe (sic) gave rise, to secure 
that your name should not be brought into question. 

I have felt it due to myself to make this reply to your note, that 
the opinion I entertain of the character of our communications may be 
known to you as soon as possible after I am apprised of the position 
in which you are placed, with your own friends, in regard to it. 


Believe me, &c. 


Nos LO; 
(Honm.! Ri) EB. iCaron: tor Hons W. H.. Draper.) 
MONDAY, April 6, 1846. 


DEAR SIR, - The correspondence which passed between us, and, as a 
necessary consequence, between me and some of my friends to whom I was 
obliged to communicate it, has lately given rise to some debates in 
your house; the newspapers have taken up the subject, and it has be- 
come the theme of public discussions in which it is represented as al- 
together different from what it really is. 

I have always thought that the publication of this correspondence 
would be of no advantage, and have done all I could to prevent it; - 
but from the turn the business has taken and the state in which things 
now are, it seems to me preferable that the matter should appear in 
its true light, and should be judged of and appreciated according to 
its true merits and at what it is really worth, and not according to 
reports which must be more or less false and erroneous. 

I am therefore not of opinion, that it would be an act of justice 
to me, and for the interest of all those who have taken part in this 
correspondence that it should be at once published, - and that it 
should be so at my instance rather than in any other way. I flatter 
myself that you will coincide in opinion with me, and that you will 
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give your consent to a proceeding which I had not anticipated and sin- 
cerely regret, but to which I am driven by circumstances. 

In effecting the publication I propose to leave out all that does 
not bear upon the principal matter; - I have looked upon many of your 
notes as destined for my eye alone; they have never been shewn, and 
have never gone out of my hands. These will be omitted, unless you 
express your wish to the contrary, of which you will please to inform 
me. 

Waiting your answer, I have the honor to subscribe myself, 


Dears, 
Your very devoted servant, 


Te ee CARON. 


NGrady Jul 
(From Mr Draper to Mr Caron.) 
MONTREAL, 6th April, 1846. 


MY DEAR SIR, - I delayed answering your note of this morning, from 
the necessity of consulting some friends as to the course I ought to 
take. A new feature has just presented itself. Mr. Lafontaine has a 
few minutes ago given notice that tomorrow he will communicate the cor- 
respondence he has to the House. I do not know what portion of the 
correspondence between you and myself is in his hands. I assume all 
that has been written is not. My consent to publication is now quite 
unnecessary - and I am, on the contrary, obliged to ask you to allow 
me to make public anything you or I have interchanged, which Mr. Lafon- 
taine either may not choose, or may not be able - from not possessing 
it - to communicate. I am told that it has asserted that some letter 
of Mr. Lafontaine to you was sent or communicated to me, and that I 
answered it. I wish your authority for stating that you never commun- 
icated to me either Mr. Lafontaine's letter or that of any other per- 
son, relating to the matter, otherwise than your letter of the 17th 
September last, may be considered a communication of them. 

Your answer before the House meets to-morrow, will greatly oblige, 


Yours, my dear sir, 


NOME 
MONTREAL, 7th April 1846. 


DEAR SIR, - Before replying to your note of yesterday evening, I 
must inform you that at the same time that I wrote to you in the morn- 
ing to inform you of my wish to publish our correspondence, I wrote 
also to Mr. Lafontaine, not for the purpose of asking his consent, 
for I knew that he wished for such publication, but to let him know 
that I had decided, under the new circumstances of the case, to do of 
my own accord, what I had before declined to permit. 

In a note received from Mr. Lafontaine in answer to mine, he has 
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given me to understand, that my determination myself to publish it, was 
regarded as an abandonment of my opposition to the publication of the 
correspondence by others. It is, in all probability, in consequence 
of this mode of looking at the matter, that Mr. Lafontaine now considers 
himself at liberty to do that which he was not at liberty to do before, 
and it is for this reason, I suppose, that he has given the notice of 
which you inform me in your note. - However this may be, I have thought 
it right to put you in possession of the facts, and to acquaint you 
that I have no participation in this proceeding. 

I pass now to the contents of your letter. 

The portion of your correspondence which is in Mr. Lafontaine's 
possession, consists, if I mistake not in the following documents: - 

lst. - Two letters written by me to that gentleman, and dated res- 
pectively, the 7th and 8th of September, containing the substance of 
our conversation at Montreal, in the preceding August. 

2ndly. - Your letter of the 16th October in answer to mine of the 
17th September. 

3rdly. - My own letter of the 17th September. 


4thly. -— Your other letter of the 19th November, being a further 
reply to mine of the 17th Sept. 
5thly. - The letter I wrote you on the 26th November. 


The rest of my correspondence which is out of my possession, con- 
sists of several letters written by me on the subject in question to 
Messrs. Lafontaine and Morin, or which I have received from them. 
Those letters have in fact formed the basis, in part, of the communi- 
cations I have made to you, and these gentlemen were the friends of 
whom I spoke in my letters to you; but you never saw their letters or 
mine to them, and their names were never mentioned to you, except that 
of Mr. Lafontaine in my letter of the 7th of September. 

I therefore willingly give you the authority you ask for, to con- 
tradict in my name, any report which may tend to induce a belief, "that 
some of Mr. Lafontaine's letters were sent or communicated to you, and 
that you replied to them." The letter of the 17th September contains 
all the information derived from them, which has been communicated by 
me to you. That letter speaks for itself. 

You are also authorised to make public such portions of our cor- 
respondence as you may think proper, and which Mr. Lafontaine may not 
wish or may not have it in his power to publish. 

Hoping that this answer will be satisfactory to you, I subscribe 
myself, 


Dear Sir, 
Your very devoted servant, 


ED. CARON. 76 


MR. LAFONTAINE explained: he had nothing to do with the com- 
munication between the Attorney General and the Hon. Mr. Caron, but he 
felt assured that the conduct of the latter gentleman was strictly 
honourable.//7 ((Il a dit)) que l'hon. procureur-général avait cherché 
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a prouver que la publicité de ces lettres se fesait sans la permission 
de M. Caron, mais ... cette chose n'avait aucun fondement’™, although 
at one time the hon. gentleman referred to, had objected to the publi- 
cation of the correspondence, he had consented to his making use of it 
in his place in Parliament in accordance with constitutional usages, 
using however, a judicious discretion. Such was the position of the 
affair, when he yesterday received a note from the hon. gentleman an- 
nouncing his intention of immediately publishing the correspondence. 
He accordingly felt it his duty immediately to lay it before Parlia- 
ment. 

MR. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER se leva ensuite®9, 

M. Viger parla d'abord en francais et répéta ensuite en anglais 
presque littéralement tout ce qu'il avait dit. 11 commenga par se 
lamenter de ce qu'il avait été depuis deux ans en butte aux persécu- 
tions de ses compatriotes; et qu'il était encore dans la chambre comme 
un blanc ot venaient porter les coups de tous les cétés de la chambre; 
on L'avait calomnié, on avait parlé de son avarice, de son ambition, 
de sa cupidité; on l'avait méme représenté comme un traftre, et comme 
restant au ministére malgré les voeux de ses compatriotes, et dans la 
seule vue de satisfaire sa vanité et son ambition! mais, s'écria-t-i18!, 

... ce soir me voila disculpé de toutes ces accusations qu'on a 
portées contre moi! Cette correspondance qu'on vient de lire est 
toute en ma faveur: les lettres méme de mes collégues font voir que 
je ne suis ni avare, ni ambitieux, que je ne reste au ministére que 
parce que j'y suis forcé pour le bien de mes compatriotes: 1'hon. 
procureur-général avoue que je tiens peu au ministére, et que je me 
retirerais bien volontiers, si mon pays n'en souffrait pas! Qu'on ne 
vienne donc plus proférer contre moi 1'accusation que je me cramponne 
au pouvoir et que rien ne sera capable de me faire lacher prise! 

Mais malgré tous ces résultats en sa faveur il trouvait cependant 
que la correspondance n'aurait jamais d@ @tre publiée. 11 fit un long 
discours sur l'inviolabilité du secret.... Il prétendit qu'il était 
sans exemple dans les annales de Parlemens que des correspondances 
eussent été de voilées de la maniére que 1l'avait fait Mr. La Fontaine. 
Il termina par dire qu'on avait noirci sa réputation parmi ses com- 
patriotes mais que la Providence lui rendrait justice un jour .82 He 
now wanted to say a few words in English; he was not a good English 
speaker, but he could speak a little English in his own way.83 ((He)) 
said, that he had listened with no less surprise than regret to the 
member for Terrebonne, while reading a series of letters, which dis- 
played one of the greatest violations of confidence ever witnessed, 
either in private or public life; a violation which could be excused 
upon no grounds; for should a Legislative Assembly deliberately admit 
that expediency justified the sacrifice of the highest moral obliga- 
tions? Letters written under the obligation of confidence, such as 
those which had been brought before that House, were not the property 
of him into whose hands they came, but of the writer, and until his 
consent had been obtained to their publication, no circumstances could 
justify such a course. Without his express sanction, no power on 
earth could dissolve the obligation under which the receiver of those 
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letters lay .84 The Hon. Member opposite had broken a rule of honor in 
reading the correspondence; there was no constitutional law or practice 
that required any member to do such a thing, no power could dispense 
with the laws of honor, and he would defy the Hon. Member to85 point 
out in parliamentary history a parallel case to the one before that 
House; and were such a case to be found, he denied that it was a pre- 
cedent to follow; he denied that a course which was in defiance of 
every law of morality and honour was obligatory in an Assembly where 
those laws of all others, should be held most sacred. He believed the 
present proceeding to unexampled. A few evenings ago, an honourable 
member had made a motion in that House for an Address to His Excellency, 
for the production of certain correspondence relative to the matter now 
before it; that motion too was without example in parliamentary prac- 
tice. The Governor had no right of himself to give the information 
sought for, although he might, under certain circumstances, have given 
liberty to the Members of his Council to make the required explanation. 
Had that motion have been made in a proper and a constitutional way, 
neither himself nor his colleagues would have hesitated to have placed 
the whole matter before the House; as it was, he could have gained 
nothing by a motion for that of which the Governor knew nothing. The 
honourable member for Terrebonne had laid great stress upon his wish 

to act constitutionally, but how had he evinced that desire? By ask- 
ing permission of Mr. Caron to make public private and confidential 
communications. He had laid great stress upon his desire to do good, 
and how had he sought it, but by the most evil means - by the sacri- 
fice of the highest moral obligations which could be binding upon men. 
The letters which had been read were marked confidential; it was re- 
peated over and over again in them, that they were to be strictly con- 
sidered as such; whence then he asked, whence came the right to break 
that confidence? Surely it could not seriously be urged that the honour 
of that House, the honour of the country, the honour of the individual 
concerned, could be upheld by an act such as this; an act which des- 
troyed in the very outset every spring of honour? (Cheers.) For my- 
self, Sir, continued the honourable gentleman, I have been represented 
as an avaricious, ambitious old man; for more than two years such 
epithets have been heaped upon me; it has been said that I was tenacious 
of office, and sought the aggrandizement of my own family. Sir, I 

will not repeat the worse than despicable reproaches, which have met 

me during this Session of this Legislature from honourable members on 
the other 6id@ of the Houses. “hut. Sir, L can do better, Eican forgive 
them, for this night has proved to them that the ambitious, avaricious, 
office-loving old man, was prepared, Sir, and offered, to resign his 
place in the Councils of his country for its peace and welfare 6, lk 
the proposed arrangement had been effected .87 


Loud and repeated cheers from both sides.88 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER ((continued:)) Gentlemen may insult me as 
they have already done, they may misrepresent my motives as they have done, 
they may blacken my reputation among my countrymen, which they have succeeded 
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in doing89-- 
Hear, hear from the opposition?9, 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER ((continued:)) But I believe the impres- 
sion will not last - I believe that at length my motives will be apprec- 
iated, and though I may be met here with scoffs and taunts from those who 
should blush to use them, that posterity will do me justice. (Loud 
cheers.) 91 


Cheers from the Ministerial benches. ?2 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER ((continued:)) I can afford to forgive 
these things now; those who belied have vindicated me; the slur has been 
taken from me - the reproach has been cast upon themselves - by the read- 


ing of the correspondence now before the House (Loud and prolonged cheer- 
ine.) 92 


MR. AYLWIN said: Sir, I am a plain spoken man; and all I can say is, 
that after the exposé which has taken place to-night, the idea that the 
member for Three Rivers should get up and say one single word is a most 
extraordinary one. All I can say is, that if that honorable gentleman re- 
presents in this House any portion of the people of Lower Canada, then, 
Sir, I represent none. (Laughter.) I call on the French Canadian Members, 
I am not a French Canadian, and I am sorry I am not. (Cheers and eedpar ce: 
I call upon them to say if that honorable gentleman represents them? 


No! No! from the Opposition. 95 


MR. LAFONTAINE said, that the hon. Attorney-General had complained 
that an allegation made in one of the letters which he had read, was in- 
correct, but with that he (Mr. Lafontaine) had nothing to do, but in reply 
to the insinuation that he had no right to make use of the correspondence, 
he must express his opinion that he had the right to do so on his own 
account, for the simple reason that he had been made a principal in the 
negotiation, even before he knew anything of the matter. He must say, 
however, that at the first application Mr. Caron had refused to consent 
to the publication of the letters, and only consented to allow it when 
he had been called on to explain his refusal. As to the other remarks 
which had been made, they related to affairs which were altogether between 
the hon. Attorney General and Mr. Caron, he would only say that he had no 
doubt that Mr. Caron had only written what he believed to be the truth.96 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said, that one of the letters spoke of certain 
steps which had been taken to prevent the publication of the correspon- 
dence. Would the hon. gentleman say what they were?9/ 


MR. LAFONTAINE said, that when he had spoken to Mr. Caron on the sub- 
ject, he had refused at first to allow the letters to be published, and 
wrote a letter containing his refusal. It was only when he insisted upon 
his right, and asked whether his refusal extended to the case of the mat- 
ter coming before the House, that that hon. gentleman gave his consent. 98 


COL. PRINCE expressed regret at the course the hon. member for 
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Terrebonne had adopted. This subject seems to have excited a great 
interest, as even the ladies were drawn from their houses to be present 
at this debate. He (Mr. P.)99 could not conceive what was to be the 
result of this discussion, introduced, as it had been, in a most sing- 


ular manner. What good was to be effected by it? - to what result did 
it lead?!00 Is it to lead to the public good? No. It is a personal 
persecution of a man who is an honour to Upper Canada. (Hear, hear,)101 


"Parturiunt montes et nascitur ridiculus mus ."102 The mountain has 
been in labour, and lo! it has brought forth a mouse.l93 He was per- 
fectly astonished that the honorable member for Terrebonne should have 
been allowed to introduce a matter of this nature, under the cover of 

a motion "That when this House adjourns on Thursday, it stand adjourned 
until Monday next." But, although surprised, he did not regret that 

it had taken place. As a Briton, he was proud of his fellow Briton, 
the Hon. Attorney General, - he had stood the brunt of the battle 
nobly, and he had come out unscathed from the fire, and the people of 
Upper Canada had good reason to be proud of him. (Cheers.) This dis- 
cussion had originated in no good purpose, - it had been produced by 

no proper motive; but, in the end, it would be productive of much good. 
It was intended as a personal persecution of the Attorney General. 
(Cheers.) Had he been allowed, in an earlier stage of the proceedings, 
he would have moved, in amendment, that it was not compatible with the 
dignity of that House to receive or have cognizance of correspondence 
made in strict confidence, but that it would let the world know that 
nothing could justify such a breach of faith, and it would place upon 
its records, in the strongest terms, its disavowal of a course which 
tended to destroy the bonds of confidence between man and man. (Cheers.) 
The proceeding of that Housel04 ought to set an example to the country 
of 105 highest and strictest principles of honor106 and integrityl0/ = 
principles which that night they had seen violated and cast to the 
winds. He did not charge the member for Terrebonne with a breach of 
faith; the confidence had been reposed and betrayed elsewhere; but 

he considered his conduct, to say the least of it, in exceedingly bad 
taste. (Cheers.) He appealed to hon. members from Upper Canada if 
they would have acted as he had done?108 


Loud cries of No! No! Never!109 


COL. PRINCE ((resumed:)) But he could find no excuse for that 
gentleman who had, under the seal of confidence, received the commun- 
ications of the Attorney General, and then hawked their contents 
about among his friends. (Cheers.) He objected to the way in which 
this matter had been introduced, by a side-wind, which prevented hon- 
orable members from expressing their opinions by a vote.110 ((But)) 
though he (Mr. P.) had objected to the reading of this correspondence, 
he was too happy to find that it had been read - it shewed him that the 
object was to embarrass the Governmentlll, and those who conceived 
it hoped to make it the ground-work of a vote of want of confidence. 
(Cheers.) What did the member for Terrebonne care for Mr. Carron 
(sic)? That gentleman had no more idea that this matter would be 
brought before that House, when he made his communications to Mr. 
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Lafontaine, than he had of marrying his (Mr. P.'s) grandmother; but 

he had been thrown overboard to satisfy party spleen. The conduct of 
the Attorney General had been most noble and patriotic; there was 
nothing inconsistent in what he had done; he had wished to give to the 
French Canadians who commanded the confidence of the majority of the 
Representatives of that origin a fair share in the councils of the 
country; and his advances had been met with base treachery and ingrat- 
itude. He had made known his views to the gentleman who, as the 
Speaker of the Council, was one of the highest men in the country, in 
confidence, and he had asked his opinion upon a subject in which it 
was justly to be supposed he felt the greatest interest, and he had 
offered himself and colleagues to resign the offices they held, if 
such a course would promote the welfare of the country. What could 

be more manly, more straightforward than this? He had made no propos- 
als to the members of the Opposition, but as the subject of his design 
concerned the French Canadians, he had sought the advice and assistance 
of the man holding the highest position amongst them, and therefore 
most mkt to be acquainted with the views and feelings of their 
leaders .t1 The leaders of the French Canadians had been guilty of 
base ingratitudell3, The honourable gentleman's colleagues were sat- 
isfied with his conduct; what right, then had others to question it? 
It would have been better for themselves, better for the country, and 
better for the interests which they represent, if the French Canadians 
had accepted the hand of friendship when held out to themll4, And 
they had rejected itl15, But the longer he (Col. P.) sat in that House, 
the more he became convinced that it was impossible to conciliate 

them on true British principles. (Cheers.) 16 The principle they 
seem to have acted upon was aut Caesar aut nullus!1’7, How then, was 
this to end? Was the country to be convulsed and divided by these 
sectional differences for ever? Had not every effort been made to 
bring in the French Canadians? What more did they desire?118 Unless 
the British inhabitants would bow their necks and allow themselves to 
be trampled, the French Canadians would not join them in promoting 
good government .119 ((He did not)) believe that the French Canadians 
desired it; but he certainly would like to know what they did require. 
What, he would again ask, was to be the result of this discussion? 

Was there to be yet another debate upon the subject? Was this but 

the initiative of a charge of improper conduct against the Hon. Attor- 
ney-General; was it to be followed by an attempt at a vote of want of 
conf idence?120 


Loud cheers, and cries of "Come on, let us have it,"121 


COL. PRINCE ((continued:)) Why do not the opposition come manfully 
forward and move a vote of want of confidence? He (Mr. P.) only hoped 
he might be present in order that he might behold how miserably such 
a motion would faill22, for at this, of all other periods of the 
Ministerial existence it stood the least chance of success. (Cheers.) 
He (Col. P.) was not given to harsh language, and here there were 
great grounds for making use of it; but he would tell the honorable 
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gentleman from Terrebonne, that his conduct that evening deserved, and 
had, the disgust of thel23 majority ofl124 members of that House.125 


Loud cheers and cries of "It has'"126! yes - No.127 


COL. PRINCE ((resumed:)) For the sake of the character of the French 
Canadiansl28, which he respectedl29, he deeply regretted that this dis- 
cussion had taken place, that they should have been mixed up in any way 
in this publication of confidential letters; and he trusted, for the 
honour of that House, if ever a vote was taken upon the merits of this 
transaction, it would not fail to stigmatise, in the most unequivocal 
manner, conduct such as this. For surely, Sir, if it be true that the 
principle of monarchy is honourl30 "as Sir Francis Bond Head said it 
was,13l it is no less true that the principlel32" and practicel33 of 
legislation and of private gentlemen should be honour also. (Loud 
cheers. )134 


MR. CHAUVEAU spoke in French.135 


MR. BALDWIN wished to remark upon an objection raised by the mem- 
ber for Essex as to the manner in which his hon. friend136, the learned 
Member for Terrebonnel37, had brought this subject before the House; 
he would tell that hon. member that however strange it might appear. 
to himl38, any one acquainted with Parliamentury (sic) practice, with 
Parliamentary history, must know that the course taken by his hon. 
friend was perfectly correct.139 It was the practice pursued in Eng- 
landl40, He (Mr.B.) observed that the hon. President of the Council 
shook his head, he feared that the hon. gentleman's memory in the pre- 
sent, as well as other instances, failed him. The occasion of such 
debates in the British Parliament generally was on a motion of adjourn- 
ment, or on the issuing of a new writl41, or on the question of the 
orders of the day.142 As far then as regarded the time and manner of 
the discussion, there was not the slightest informality. It was also 
correct, as had been stated by the speaker, that the correspondence 
would form no part of the Journals, it was a mere matter of explanation. 
In referring to the more important question before the House, he (Mr. 
B.) would first say that hs(sic) was not prepared to join with the 
Att. Gen. West in condemning an hon. gentleman who held a high place 
in another branch of the Legislature, because that distinguished in- 
dividual was not there to explainl43 whetherl44, according to the sug- 
gestion of the learned Attorney General himself145, he had not put an 
erroneous construction upon, and from a difference in language misap- 
prehended the conversations which he reported as having held with the 
hon. Attorney General.146 But, he (Mr. B.) had no doubt as to the pro- 
priety of the course pursued by the hon. and learned Member for Terre- 
bonne; he was prepared to, and did, in the fullest manner, justify 
that course; he maintained that his learned friend had been guilty of 
no breach of confidence, he was bound in justice to constitutional 
principles, in justice to his party, to those who gave him, and would 
continue to give him, a firm and honest, and hearty support - (Loud 
cheers.)147 He was bound by the respect due to that House, and to the 
country at large, and148 in justice to his own high character tol49 
come forward and give the explanation he had done. For his own.part 
he (Mr. B.) was willing to assume his share of the responsibility of 
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the act, yes, he was willing to bear the whole on his own shoulders.150 
(Cheers.) He observed that hon. members opposite smiled; he was not 
surprised that some of those gentlemen smiled, those who were known 
only for their disregard of British principles, or who like the learned 
Member for Essex, (Col. Prince) had British principles ever on their 
tongue, but never in their heart (cheers and laughter) and whose whole 
lives have been spent in resisting the establishment of such principles, 
but he did wonder at others who had themselves drank at the fountain 

of English freedom, it did astonish him to hear them decry a practice 
that had been followed by a Chatham, a Pitt and othersl51 of the great- 
est names upon the page of British History .152 He did not know what 
the President of the Council might recollect in the way of precedent, 
but he would appeal to the Hon. Attorney General West, did he not re- 
collect the celebrated attempt in 1812 to form a Ministry, the long 
negotiations that took place, when all attempts failedl53? The par- 
ties concerned came down to Parliament, and explained, as the member 
for Terrebonne had done, and read a long correspondence, yet they had 
not been assailed with such language as that applied to his honourable 
friend; such terms might have been as justly used towards them.154 





Cries of "No! No! they asked leave to publish."155 


MR. BALDWIN ((resumed:)) He spoke of the manner of introducing 
this correspondence. (Oh! oh! and laughter.)!56 Was it imputed 
to the parties concerned in that affair that they had acted inconsis- 
tently with the principles of honor and good faith? He (Mr. B.) had 
occasion to say before in that House, what he would then repeat, that 
the exclusive responsibility of such negotiations as those in question 
did not belong to the party on the Ministerial side; the member of the 
opposition was bound to reveal fully to his party the part he had 
taken, that they might judge how far he had attended to their inter- 
ests. - Applying this principle then to the present case, he would 
ask, how the hon. member for Terrebonne could have satisfied his friends 
that his conduct was consistent with his position, without disclosing 
all that had occurred on both sides. In the first place, he was re- 
quired to do all in his power to bring about a junction of parties. 
He receives a letter!57 from Mr. Caron, containing such a sentence as 
this - "All this he told me with full, &c,"158, in which he is requested 
to consult his friends.159 He could not reply thereto consistently 
with his character as one of the leaders of a party, without consulting 
those friends with whom he was in the habit of acting, and whose sup- 
port it was necessary for him to obtain. How could he do this with- 
out laying the communication made to him before them; and after he 
had done so, and distorted rumours had gone abroadl60, and he is called 
upon for explanationl61? Was he to be told that his mouth was to be 
shut - that he was not allowed to explain and to justify himself? 
What would be the natural consequence of such a doctrine? why, the 
consequence would be, that his friends would, from his silence, be 
brought to believe that the whole affair was a mere pretence on his 
part, a pure invention; that the letters were forgeries, got up for 
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some personal purposel62, He did not say that such a charge would be 
made, but the doctrine laid down, by members oppositel63, must be the 
natural consequences (sic) of closing a man's mouth on such occasions. 
No man had a right to place another in such a position. From the mo- 
ment his hon. friend received the letter he had done, he became entitled 
to make known its contents whenever it was rendered necessary for his 
justification, and he had not the power to justify himself without 
doing so. The employment of a third party in the correspondence had 
been unfortunate; it would have been better if the honourable Attorney 
General had communicated directly with the hon. member for Terrebonne, 
then it was probable these difficulties would not have arisen. Had 

he taken this course and made his advances with the understanding that 
they were to be secret, the member for Terrebonne would have answered 
him, that he could receive no communication under such a seal, that 

it was inconsistent with his duty to his country, the Parliament and 
his party. 164 But the present was not such a case. Here a letter is 
written involving a direct necessity to consult others. If it were 
stated in the letter received by the hon. member for Terrebonne that 
it should not pass into other hands, the immediate answer of the hon. 
gentleman would be, "I cannot proceed as you desire; I cannot act upon 
your recommendations, because you do not permit me to use what would 
be my authority for acting."165 To say explanation was to be denied, 
to say that his hon. friend's mouth should be shut, was placing him in 
a position in which no man had a right to place another.166 He (Mr. 
Baldwin) would repeat that he considered the conduct of his learned 
friend167 the member for Terrebonne in producing that correspondence! 68 , 
had been strictly that of a man of honor.169 ((He)) had done no more 
than he had a full right to do, and he was willing to assume his share 
of the responsibility of the act.1/0 With respect to the correspon- 
dence which had been read, it remained to be seen what it would pro- 
duce; he did not know whether the hon. member for Three Rivers felt 
very thankful to the hon. Attor. Gen. West.1/1 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER. I do thank him.!/2 


MR. BALDWIN: Well then all he (Mr. B.) would say was that the 
hon. member was thankful for small favours - (much laughter) .173 iige 
had at least been admitted that the Administration was not such as it 
ought to be; the hon. Attorney General now declared as he had declared 
in 1843 his strong desire to associate some influential French Cana- 
dians in the Government; if such are his sentiments, and if such they 
were in 1841 as he had said, it was a pity that he had not offered 
his assistance to him Mr. Baldwin at that time, when he was struggling 
alone to form an Administration on those principles, and when he 
would have been glad of his assistance.!/4 He (Mr. Baldwin) would 
make one more remark. The hon. members on his side of the House had 
heard the declaration of the hon. member for Essex (Col. Prince) that 
it was impossible to satisfy the Lower Canadians!/5, had heard the 
cheers with which ... ((his)) remarks ... on the impracticability of 
forming an Administration with_them, had been greeted by the other 
side of the Houset/6 , (hear, )177 and he would ask them what hope of 
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sympathy they could have with a party that could thus cheer such an 
enunciation. He prayed of them to look well before they committed 
themselves to their counsels!/78, He (Mr. B.) had no doubt that the 
opposite side would gladly take the votes of his hon. friends, but he 
doubted whether they would give much in return.1/79 (Cheers 280 


M. CAUCHON: M. l'orateur, si j'avais besoin de consistence, je 
n'irais certainement pas la chercher chez 1'hon. membre pour Essex (M. 
Prince) .18 


COL. PRINCE: Ayez donc la bonté de répéter en anglais ce que vous 
venez de m'adresser, je ne puis pas vous suivre. 


M. CAUCHON: Je ne parle pas bien l'anglais, mais cependant je 
n'ai aucune objection 4 traduire "I was saying Mr. speaker, that if 
I was to seek for consistency I would not go to the honourable member 
for Essex." (Applaudissemens et rires prolongés). Chacun a4 son talis- 
man dans ce monde, chacun 4 un pouvoir de fascination auquel il lui 
est bien difficile de se soustraire. Les uns obéissent 4 un instinct 
généreux de patriotisme et de devoir, tandis que d'autres se courbent 
sous d'autres influences. 

Vous avez sans doute vu magnétiser quelquefois, vous avez di remar- 
quer alors la puissance que le magnétiseur exerce sur le magnétisé, 
comme celui-ci suit a4 distance la main du premier partout ot elle se 
dirige. Eh! bien le livre bleu c'est le talisman, c'est pour quel- 
ques-uns la puissance du magnétiseur sur son patient. Ils se tournent 
sans cesse vers cet objet; et, comme par une fatalité malheureuse, ce 
livre si fécond se trouve toujours entre les mains du pouvoir, il suit 
comme conséquence inévitable que ces hommes sont partout ou se trouve 
le pouvoir. L'honorable membre pour Essex nous a dit que s'il appuyait 
l'administration actuelle, c'est qu'elle donnait de bonnes mesures au 
pays, et il vient de protester solemnellement (sic) que quand méme 1'hon. 
membre pour Terrebonne remonterait au pouvoir, il ne l'appuierait 
jamais. Je n'ai aucune crainte sur son compte, car il nous a dit 
aussi qu'il n'avait donné son appui a la précédente administration 
que parce qu'aussi elle avait donné de bonnes mesures au pays. Comme 
jusqu'ici il a toujours voté avec le gouvernement, quelque soient les 
hommes qui soient au pouvoir, il s'en suit que c'est le pouvoir qui 
donne la faculté de bien faire et de bien penser, et qu'alors 1'hono- 
rable membre pour Terrebonne aurait retrouvé ces facultés qu'il avait 
perdues en redevenant simple député. I1 est donc facile d'apprécier 
toute la valeur des votes et des opinions de 1'honorable membre pour 
Essex. 

On a jeté de hauts cris sur la nature de cette correspondance pour 
faire perdre de vue le sujet principal qui était la correspondance 
méme, qui était que le leader de 1'administration avait voulu se 
défaire de trois ou quatre de ses collégues pour attirer 4 lui la 
majorité du Bas-Canada. Voila la question toute entiére. J'ai été 
surpris de voir l'honorable représentant des Trois-Riviéres se lever 
dans cette circonstance pour défendre la position de celui qui a voulu 
le mettre 4 la porte et se débarrasser de lui comme d'un étre nuisible. 
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Loin de garder un profond silence, pour prendre ailleurs une décision 
honorable, ou de prendre une noble attitude dans cette chambre méme, 

en présence d'un pareil état de choses, loin de donner le beau spec- 
tacle d'un homme qui comprend sa position et qui désire d'un coup se 
mettre a la hauteur de son passé, il vient nous répéter pour la mil- 
liéme fois ses doctrines sur la constitution, les usages parlementaires 
et la moralité publique, sur 1l'inviolabilité du secret et du dépot, 
tandis que depuis qu'il est ministre le gouvernement n'a cessé de violer 
la constitution et les régles les plus sacrées de la morale publique. 

Que les diverses piéces de cette correspondance portassent ou non 
la marque confidentiel, elle ne pouvaient pas étre d'une nature con- 
fidentielle, puisqu'on y débattait une question qui intéressait le pays 
entier, qui tendait 4 changer essentiellement la position des partis 
politiques, puisque c'était, 4 cet effet, une correspondance entre un 
membre du gouvernement et un homme de l'opposition; puisque l'hon. pro- 
cureur-général avait chargé 1'hon. président du conseil législatif de 
consulter ses amis politiques et de d'entendre avec eux pour voir s'il 
ne serait pas possible d'effectuer un rapprochement entre les majorités 
respectives des deux parties de la province. 

Comment ett-il été possible 4 M. Caron de connaitre 1l'opinion de 
ses amis sans communiquer les intentions et les lettres de 1l'honorable 
procureur-général qui contenaient ses intentions? L'honorable membre 
pour Terrebonne étant placé 4 la téte de l'opposition, comment M. 

Caron pouvait-il éviter d'aller a4 lui; comment par conséquent 1'hono- 
rable procureur général peut-il dire qu'il avait appris hier pour la 
premiére fois que 1'honorable membre pour Terrebonne fit en possession 
de quelques-unes de ses lettres, surtout lorsque M. Caron lui avait 
écrit que l1'honorable député de Terrebonne ne serait pas un obstacle 

a un arrangement? Tout cela pouvait-il s'effectuer sans que M. La 
Fontaine en connit quelque chose? Personne n'était en droit de le 
sacrifier, sans le consulter du moins, puisque ses talents, son expé- 
rience acquise par vingt années de luttes et surtout la noble attitude 
prise par lui, en 1841 en face de la tyrannie de lord Sydenham, lorsque 
ce gouverneur fesait les élections par la violence et en versant le 
sang des électeurs. Cette position est trop belle aujourd'hui et 

trop justement acquise pour qu'on la lui enléve, sans lui demander 

a lui-méme de faire le sacrifice que l'on peut croire nécessaire: 
aussi M. Caron ne 1'a-t-il pas fait. Je ne sais si l'on m'a trompé; 
mais j'ai plus d'une fois entendu de la bouche de personnes bien in- 
formées, que l'honorable leader de 1'administration n'a aucune in- 
fluence personnelle ni politique dans le Haut-Canada, et qu'on est 
loin d'avoir confiance dans ses principes et dans sa droiture; mais 
que l'on est bien obligé de le garder 14 et de l'appuyer, parce que 

de ce coté de la chambre il ne se trouve personne capable de le rem- 
placer. Parmi nous il n'en est pas ainsi, nous ne mendions pas 
l'appui du talent. Ce n'est pas l'homme de talents que nous accep- 
tons comme chef, mais l'homme de principes, tout en estimant et en 
appréciant ce qu'il peut y avoir en lui de talents et d'expérience. 
Nous n'en sommes pas rendus au point d'accepter pour chefs des hommes 
dans lesquels nous n'avons pas de confiance. M. Caron ne pouvait donc 
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pas céler cette correspondance 4 1l'hon. député de Terrebonne et lui 
faire ce que l'hon. procureur-général ferait 4 ses collégues. Cela 
étant l'hon. député de Terrebonne ne pouvait pas abuser de la posi- 
tion faite a lui par ses compatriotes, il ne pouvait pas passer pour 
les trahir, par conséquent il devait 4 ses amis, au public de faire 
connaitre la verité dans toute sa plénitude, afin de faire voir de 
quel cété se trouve la faute si le pays est dans un pareil état 
d'anarchie et d'affreuse souffrance. L'hon. député de Frontenac ne 
nous a-t-il pas dit l'autre jour que si nous nous trouvions sacri- 
fiés nous devions nous en prendre 4 nous mémes, c'était notre faute, 
puisque nous nous obstinions a vouloir conduire au ministére avec 
nous M. Baldwin et ses deux ou trois amis; n'était-il pas de notre 
intérét de faire voir a ceux qui nous on élus que cette accusation 
n'était pas fondée, et de faire retomber sur qui de droit la grave 
responsabilité de notre pénible situation. 

Lorsque d'un cété l'honorable député de London ne donnait a4 ceux 
qui l'appuient dans cette chambre qu'une partie des faits, et qu'il 
faussait par 1a l'opinion de ces membres et du public par 1'entremise 
de ces membres, pouvait-il, d'un autre cété, obliger au secret celui 
qu'il compromettait ainsi vis-a-vis de ses amis et de son parti? Une 
pareille prétention est absurde et injuste et ne devait pas prévaloir 
en présence du devoir, en présence des obligations de tout homme public 
envers ceux qui le font tel. 

M. Caron a été attaqué dans cette chambre, sans avoir les moyens 
de se défendre, ce n'est pas agir noblement 4 son égard. Je suis sir 
que s'il pouvait parler dans cette enceinte, il se justifierait pleine- 
ment des accusations de 1l'honorable procureur-général et de ses amis, 
il n'y a pas de courage a4 attaquer quelqu'un qui n'est pas en position 
de se défendre.183 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER had been so particularly alluded to ((by Mr. 
Baldwin)) that he would ask leave of the House to say a few words in ad- 
dition to what had previously fallen from him. He would confine himself, 
however, to two or three points which grew out of the communications, and 
which had been made the occasion for reflections upon his conduct which 
common respect for himself obliged him to reply; first,’ however, he 
would answer the question which had been put to him relative to British 
practice, and he would challenge the hon. member for the Fourth Riding 
with all his Parliamentary reading, and all his acquaintance with his- 
tory to point out a single instance in British practice, in which a 
letter marked private and confidential had ever been publicly used. He 
would join issue with the hon. gentleman upon that point - he would re- 
peat the challenge, and defy him to point out a single instance in Bri- 
tish history in which public men have ever published a private letter 
without the consent of the writer.184 


MR. BALDWIN here said he was not aware of such an instance.185 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER ((continued:)) The hon. gentleman was not aware 
that such an instance ever occurred - then all he had to say was that the 
analogies upon which the honorable gentleman had dwelt, failed entire- 
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ly to make out his case. He agreed at once that if he had made a pro- 
position and received an answer upon which he could have based an 
arrangement - and the communication((s)), so far as he had been con- 
cerned, were commenced in sincerity of heartl86, and with a full inten- 
tion of carrying them outl87 - that then he would have been obliged to 
apply the principles laid down by the honorable member. If these pro- 
posals had been made and refused then he still agreed with his honor- 
able friend that those to whom they were made whether they accepted 

or refused them, would have been bound to justify their course by 
explaining to the country; but that state of things had never arrived, 
and that was the distinction to which his hon. friend seemed to be 
insensible. In the state of things to which he had alluded he would 
no doubt have been bound to answer any challenge for enquiry which 
might be given in Parliament; but while he admitted all that, he must 
still profess himself utterly incapable of understanding how the hon. 
member for Terrebonne —- who must have known, even from the letters 
themselves, that he could under no circumstances have been included 

in any ministerial arrangement, could conceive that he was to be held 
responsible for not accepting of the office which had never been offered 
him. As to his hon. friends, who it had been said were ready to cry 
"aye" or "no" as he directed them, all he could say was, that if he 
had their support - and proved he was to have it - he owed it to their 
being as independent a body of men as represented the majority in 
Upper or in Lower Canada. So far from being able or desirous to dic- 
tate to them what vote they should or should not give, there was not 
one of them who did not know that he had never, publicly or privately, 
attempted to exercise any other influence than that which he would ever 
have while his public conduct entitled him to their support .188 He 
trusted that his conduct would always be such, as would entitle him 

to the hearty support of his party.189 He felt that he might be just- 
ly proud of the high position in which he was placedl90, at the head 
of a body of independent men.l91 


MR. AYLWIN: Member of Parliament for London!192 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER: Yes! member of Parliament for London, and as 
little ashamed of his position when supported by his friends on his own 
side of the House, as the hon. member himself was when he expressed his 
just pride at being what, if he (Mr. Draper) recollected right, was 
called the representative of - the returning officer of Portneuf.193 
He (Mr. D.) had adopted no new views with respect to admitting the 
French Canadians to a just share in the Government. He confessed 
that he heard with some surprise the taunts that were thrown out 
against him for want of sincerity. He had no desire to allude to 
the past, nor rake up bye-gone troubles!95, ((and)) old soresl96 , 
except in so far as it was necessary to do so, to show, that in making 
the propositions which he had expressed his readiness to carry out, 
he had adopted no novel course. - It was, therefore, with surprize, 
that he heard the hon. member for the Fourth Riding alluding to the 
transactions of 1842. He was hardly prepared - he must confess it - 
to hear that hon. member rise in his place and impute it to him as a 
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crime, that he had not stood by the hon. gentleman's side to second 
the energetic measures which the hon. gentleman was prepared to adopt 
for the benefit of the French Canadian part of the population. He 
thought that, the explanations ... givenl9/ during the last Parlia- 
mentl98 had been sufficient for the occasion, and that he had done with 
it when he had, once for all, replied to all questions that concerned 
himself. Now, however, it was said as a reproach that he could not 
have been sincere in his proposition, because he had not acted with 
the hon. member for the Fourth Riding.199 He would state now what he 
stated before, in reply to the Hon. Member for the North Riding of 
York, who inquired why he did not resign with him, when Lord Sydenham 
would not do justice to the French Canadians.299 He would tell that 
hon. gentleman, that he had no desire to have acted the part which 
that hon. gentleman performed, but yet he trusted that there were mem- 
bers enough in the House who could remember the explanations and ad- 
missions of that period, and who would recollect that it would have 
been no little hardship to expect him to join the hon. member in a 
course of policy, of which the hon. member kept him in entire ignor- 
ance up to the day of the hon. member's resignation. He would only 
add, that in looking coolly back over the events of that year, he 

had seen no cause to regret that he had not placed himself in the pos- 
itions which the hon. member assumed. 201 


COL. PRINCE said, he had entered the House just in time to hear 
the member for the Fourth Riding of York declare that he, Colonel 
Prince, had a great deal of British principle on his tongue, but none 
in his heart; he would retaliate that accusation, he retorted it upon 
him202, He had always doubted if ever he (Mr. B.) had them in his 
heart, and he was certain now that293 he had not a morsel of British 
principle in his composition204, He is not a Briton and there was 
nothing British about him295, and his whole political course showed 
it. If that hon. gentleman were in the Government to-morrow he Col. 
Prince would oppose him, he pledged himself to give him the strongest 
opposition in his power, because he had misunderstood his (Col. P.'s) 
character. He would tell that hon. gentleman that he was the most 
impracticable minister the world ever saw; the French Canadians had 
been sacrificed to his impracticability as had been observed the other 
night; they had not a fair voice in the country because they had 
allied themselves to the impracticables of Upper Canada.206 He moved 
an amendment seconded by MR. JOHNSTON, that when the House adjourn on 
Thursday, that it stand adjourned until Tuesday next instead of Mon- 
day. - (Laughter. ) 297 


(70) 
Mr. Prinee moved tn amendment, seconded by Mr. Johnston, that the 
word "Monday" in the satd motion be struck out, and the word "Tuesday" 
substituted. 


MR. BALDWIN wished to offer a word or two in explanation, in con- 
sequence of what had fallen from the Hon. Attorney General. He (Mr. 
B.) had certainly expressed surprize that the hon. and learned gentle- 
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man, entertaining such an anxious desire to obtain justice for the 
French Canadians, had not supported him in 1841, when he resigned ex- 
pressly for that purpose; but he (Mr. B.) did not mean to convey the 
idea that the Attorney General was bound to him (Mr. B.) in any way . 298 


MR. WATTS did not think that the discussion had taken a proper 
turn. This correspondence ought to be considered in its general bear- 
ings upon the interests of Lower Canada in particular, - (hear, hear;) 
it was of secondary importance whether the hon'ble member for Terre- 
bonne299 had been guilty of a breach of private confidence or not. 
(Cries of oh! oh!)210 In all probability the conduct of the hon. and 
learned member for Terrebonne will be censured or applauded according 
to the political bias of the persons who pass judgment on 16.210) Ks 
for the remarks which had fallen from the member for Essex, he placed 
very little reliance in them212, ((He)) (Col. Prince) had stated that 
the conduct of the hon. member for Terrebonne was calculated to excite 
disgust. Be that as it may, it was his (Mr. W.) opinion that the hon. 
member for Terrebonne ... would be in power before twelve months had 
passed over213, and he had no doubt if ((he and)) the member for the 
Fourth Riding of York came into power to-morrow, that gentleman ((Col. 
Prince)) in spite of all the hard things he had said would be found 
as a staunch a supporter214 as he had been before, and as he had been 
to every ministry since he came to the country. What is the subject 
of debate at present? (Hear, hear.) It appears that there has been 
a secret correspondence commenced without the knowledge of his col- 
leagues or his supporters, between the leader of the Ministry and a 
leading gentleman of opposite politics, for the purpose of strength- 
ening the Ministry by the adhesion of the great body of the Lower Can- 
adians, and turning out his colleagues to fill their places from the 
opposition benches215 and he conceived the real question was, did that 
House approve of such transactions.... With regard to the course taken 
by the Hon. Attorney General, he (Mr. W.) did not approve of it; he 
denied that he ((Mr. D.)) had any right to carry on the correspondence 
which he had done without consulting the majority which supported him 
last session. (Ironical cheers and lau hter.)216 ((And)) he (Mr. W.) 
did not approve of this correspondence. 17 it was against the spirit 
of Responsible Government for him to act as he had done. (Shouts of 
laughter.)218 The ministry were placed in their seats by the votes of 
the majority of this House, and they, the L. C. section of this major- 
ity, had given them a steady and hearty support, and had never once 
allowed them to be placed in a minority from the commencement of the 
present Parliament up to the present. They had, therefore, no right 
to sell a portion of that majority - to adopt a course that would kick 
a number of members into the opposition. 219 It was an attempt to 
drive five or six members of their side ((of)) the House to the other 
in order to obtain a majority of twenty. (Hear!)220 ye (Mr. W.) 
denied that the Attorney General West had a right to cabal with the 
leaders of the opposition without the knowledge of his colleagues. 

He would ask the hon. members for Missisquoi, Three Rivers, Ottawa, 
and Megantic, who form the Lower Canada section of the Ministry, 
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whether they were made acquainted with the existence of this correspon- 
dence when it commenced or not. (Loud cries of hear, hear, hear.) - 
He (Mr. W.) was under the impression that they were not, and for the 
members of the party which has supported the Government, how were they 
made aware of this correspondence? Was it communicated to them by the 
hon. Atty. Gen. or his colleagues, or has not its existence been made 
known to them by the members of the opposition. (Hear, hear.) - If 
two Generals in the charge of adverse armies, were, without the know- 
ledge and consent of their respective governments, caught in secret 
correspondence to betray the troops under their command, we all know 
the punishment they would receive for their treachery, and he (Mr. W.) 
would ask whether there was such a wide distinction between military 
and political honour, that what would be ruin in the one, case was to 
be applauded in the other. But to come to a nearer parallel - if Sir 
R. Peel, without the knowledge of the Duke of Wellington and His col- 
leagues, were caught tampering in a secret correspondence with Lord 
John Russell, with a view to changes in the Ministry, would not his 
conduct be reprobated by the whole British Parliament and people? If 
such would be the case, he (Mr. W.) considered that the Attorney Gen- 
eral had acted decidedly wrong in commencing these negotiations with- 
out the knowledge of his colleagues and his party, and he (Mr. W.) as 
an independent member of this House, felt it his duty to his constit- 
uents to protest against their being victimized by the Attorney Gen- 
eral for Upper Canada, whose sole object seemed to be to strengthen 
peo hands at the expense of the British population of Lower Cana- 
da. 


((MESSRS. CHAUVEAU et CAUCHON ont dit)) quelques mots.222 


COL. PRINCE: He should not have troubled the House again if he 
had not been taunted by the Hon. Member for Drummond, with having sup- 
ported the late Ministry, he did not deny it, and he opposed them now 
because they opposed the principles that they then supported. There 
was no difference betwen (sic) the present Ministry as to principle. 
The opposition arises merely for place and not for principle, he 
defied them to point out any inconsistency in his (Mr. P.) conduct. 
(Irontcal cheers.) 223 


(70) 
The questton having been put on the motion of amendment, 1t passed 
tn the negative. 


The questton betng then put on the matin motton, tt was agreed to, 
and 


Ordered, Accordingly. 


Orders Ordered, That the Orders of the Day be postponed 
postponed. unttl to-morrow, 


Then, on motion of the Honourable Mr. Viger, seconded by Mr. Gowan, 
The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX, 7 APRIL 1846. 


((QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS RE: COLONIZATION OF SAGUENAY. )) 


DR. LATERRIERE demanda ... aux messieurs du cabinet si le gouverne- 
ment se proposait de soumettre a cette chambre, dans cette session, 
quelque mesure relative a l'organisation du nouveau Saguenay.... 

L'expédience d'octroyer des titres aux colons qui se sont établis 
sur ce territoire depuis quatre 4 cing ans; 4 quel prix l'acre et a 
quelle condition?224 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU ((a répondu:)) Le gouvernement s'en 
occupe mais n'est pas encore prét a répondre a cette question, 225 


DR. LATERRIERE ((demanda:)) Si c'est 1'intention du gouvernement 
de séparer 1l'ancien du nouveau Saguenay; de constituer ce dernier en 
district judiciaire et y nommer un juge résident?226 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU ((a répondu:)) Nous avons 4 ce sujet 
un projet qui n'est pas encore mar.22/ 


DR. LATERRIERE ((demanda:)) Si c'est l'intention du pouvoir au 
moins de donner 4 cette nouvelle section du pays un membre pour la 
représenter en parlement?228 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU ((a répondu:)) Non....229 


DR. LATERRIERE ((demanda:)) Si c'est aussi son intention d'aban- 
donner pendant quelques années le revenu de la vente des bois sur les 
terres de la couronne, dans cette localité, pour que cet argent soit 
employé a l'ouverture des grandes communications dans ce district, 
et a l'entretien des postes de distance en distance sur le chemin 
Bagot que le gouvernement a fait tracer ?230 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU ((répondit:)) Non, ce serait absurde! 
avec quoi payerait-on nos dettes?231 


DR. LATERRIERE ((demanda:)) Si conformément aux promesses qui 
ont été faites 4 ceux qui ont pris ou prendront des terres chaque 
coté du chemin Sydenham le gouvernement se propose de leur accorder 
ces terres gratuitement?232 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU ((répondit:)) Je ne suis point prét 
a répondre 4 cette question. 233 


DR. LATERRIERE ((demanda:)) Si a Chicoutimi le terrain de la 
Chapelle des Sauvages, leur cimetiére et 1'ancienne maison des 
Jésuites, non loin de la sus-dite chapelle, seront reservées for- 
mellement comme appartenant au culte catholique et ne pouvant avoir 
d'autre destination?234 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU ((répondit:)) "Je ne suis point prét 
a répondre 4 cette question."235 


DR. LATERRIERE ((demanda:)) Si outre les dix acres de terrain pour 
établissement d'Eglises Paroissiales, Cimetiéres, &c., partout ot Mon- 
seigneur 1l'Archevéque jugera convenable d'établir une Paroisse, le 


439 


gouvernement accordera gratuitement un lot de terre en faveur de la Fa- 
brique de la dite Paroisse?236 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU ((répondit:)) 'Je ne suis point prét a 
répondre 4 cette question."237 


DR. LATERRIERE ((demanda:)) Si en faveur de chaque arrondissement 
d'école, en sus de l'acre accordé, il sera également donné par le 
gouvernement un lot de terre? 238 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU ((répondit: "Je ne suis point prét a 
répondre 4 cette question."))239 


DR. LATERRIERE ((demanda:)) Si a aucune des deux localités, la 
grande Baie et Chicoutimi, il ne serait point expédient d'accorder 
par @coles modéle (sic), deux lots de terre pour chacune de ces Ecoles? 240 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU ((répondit: '"Je ne suis point prét a 
répondre cette question.")) 241 


DR. LATERRIERE ((demanda:)) Si 1l'intention du gouvernement est 
d'accorder quatre lots de terre en faveur d'un collége ont devra sous 
peu d'années @tre établi dans la principale localité?24 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU ((répondit: "Je ne suis point prét a 
répondre 4 cette question.")) 243 


DR. LATERRIERE ((demanda:)) Si, confomément 4 la suggestion qu'en 
a faite le commissaire des terres de la couronne, dans son rapport sur 
le Saguenay, le 27 septembre dernier, le gouvernement se propose d'ac- 
corder une annuité 4 méme le revenu qu'il pergoit de la location 
des postes du roi en faveur des sauvages Montegnais, - en outre, des 
terres en townships au lac St. Jean, a Chicoutimi, a la riviére Bet- 
seamitis et Godbout, sur lesquelles ils pourraient se fixer et se livrer 
a l'agriculture comme dernier moyen de salut?244 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU ((répondit)) Le gouvernement a en con- 
templation le projet de réunir cette tribu sur une ile 4 la décharge du 
lac St. Jean pour essayer de leur faire apprécier les avantages d'un 
plus haut degré de civilisation; mais le el aetaaa es n'est pas encore 
décidé 4 leur faire toucher une annuité.245 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: AMENDMENT OF SCHOOL LAW.)) 


M. LAFONTAINE a demandé ... a l'administration si c'était son in- 
tention d'amender la loi d'éducation de maniére 4 faire disparaitre 
la taxe compulsoire (sic) .246 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU répondit que non.24/ 


Mais, dit "M. Lafontaine," j'ai vu quelque chose 4 ce sujet dans un 


document public, 248 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU, aprés un moment d'hésitation: Ce que 
vous avez vu est peut-étre un document publié, mais non public. 
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L'on se met a rire249, 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: CONDUCT OF COL. GuGy.))?29 


MR. CAUCHON ... made an enquiry of Ministers respecting the conduct 
of Col Gugy, Adjutant of Militia for Lower Canada, according to notice. 


In answer MR. AT. GEN. SMITH stated that when the complaints 
against Col. Gugy, who was a public officer, are in the possession of 
the Government, then they would be prepared to answer the enquiry.252 


((WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: CORRESPONDENCE OF COL. GUGY AND 
COL. DEHERTEL.))223 


MR. JOHNSTON moved that an humble address be presented to His 
Excellency the Administrator of the Government, praying for copies of 
all correspondence between Col. Gugy and Col. DeHertel. 


MR. CAUCHON wished to ask the Ministry if they had been put in pos- 
session of the complaints of the constituents relating to Col. Gugy.29° 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH: It is very unparliamentary to wander from 
the subject before the Chair, and to enter into a tirade against a 
public officer without first having laid complaints before Government; 
and is it not unparliamentary to ask if the Government are going to 
enter into an enquiry against a public officer; what right has he to 
ask questions of this nature of us? Does he think we are responsible 
for the appointments in the militia? When that question was settled, 
then they would justify them if required. 256 


MR. JOHNSTON begged leave to withdraw his motion.2>/ 


((WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: CONDUCT OF JUDGE HENRY ALLEN.) ) 298 


MR. ERMATINGER - In moving this address, he would beg to state 
that the subject is one of great importance, it involves the conduct 
of one of the Judges of a large district in Upper Canada. The law of 
the last session has fortified them in security - they are rendered 
independent of every thing but of this House. - He wished that the 
complaints forwarded to the Government in reference to the conduct of 
Henry Allen, Judge of the London District, might be laid on the table 
of this House. A district containing upwards of 40,000 inhabitants 
was tyrannized over by this Judge. He would beg to lay an instance 
or two of his arbitrary conduct before the House. On one occasion 
about 100 persons were assembled in the Court House, Henry Allen, 
Judge of the District Court, for a frivolous pretence dismissed the 
court, without any business being transacted; again in reference to 
his decisions, they were contrary in his (Mr. E.) opinion to both law 
and equity; one instance he would mention - one person sued another 
on a note for 25s. and on a bond for 27s. The defendant swore that 
he never had any transaction with the plaintiff to the amount of 22s. 
6d., and the plaintiff was obliged to bring up seven witnesses, and 
obtained but tardy justice. The defendant then turns round and sues 
the plaintiff for the sum of £4, and obtains judgment, and on this 
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account was indicted for perjury, and convicted. He (Mr. E.) would 
beg to inform this House that the removal of Henry Allen from the 
office of Judge of the London District is ardently wished for both by 
the people, the bar and the magistrates - they were all of them dis- 
satisfied with his conduct.259 


COL. PRINCE - He hoped that the hon. member for Middlesex, would 
not press his motion. All the members will recollect that at the last 
session a bill was passed for making the Judges independent of the 
crown. This was following the example set to them by George the IV., 
who, in his first speech from the Throne, to the Parliament of Great 
Britain, recommended that the Judges ought to be made independent of 
the Crown. He (Mr. Prince) did not stand here as the counsel of 
Judge Allen, he did not stand here as his defender, but as the advo- 
cate of justice. Judge Allen may have adjudged a few cases contrary 
to the opinion of some individuals, contrary to the opinion of the 
hon. member for Middlesex, but is he for this to be dismissed from 
his office? The Judge may have erred in judgment, and we must make 
every allowance for him; he has for a number of years resided in the 
West Indies, and he may have his prejudices. Before a Judge can be 
removed he must be proved either grossly ignorant or grossly corrupt; 
now does the hon. member for Middlesex mean to charge him as being 
either corrupt or ignorant? Is he to be dismissed he would again ask 
for merely deciding a case or two perhaps wrong? As he said before, 
he did not stand here as the advocate of Judge Allen, no, but it was 
the pride of his heart to stand forth as the advocate & defender of 
the legal profession. 260 


MR. BALDWIN - He said that he was not aware of the course that 
the ministry intended to take in reference to the motion; if they 
allowed it to pass, it would be casting a reproof on the Government; 
he wondered to see them sitting so long silent. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER - Hear, hear. 262 


MR. BALDWIN - The hon. Attor. Gen. said "hear, hear," it well be- 
came him to hear; he (Mr. B.) considered it the sacred duty of the 
administration to keep the fountain of justice clear, there was no 
duty more incumbent on them than to protect the people from incompe- 
tent or corrupt judges. He held it to be the duty of the ministry if 
they found ignorant or corrupt judges to come down to this House with 
the information. If the motion was agreed to, it would imply that 
the Government had been guilty of a neglect of duty, in not having 
the complaints forwarded to them investigated. He did not think that 
the hon. member for Middlesex had made out a case of corruption, suf- 
ficient to call upon this House to pass the motion for an address. 263 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER would explain that the reason why he just now 
said "hear, hear," was his astonishment that the hon. member for the 
Fourth Riding of York should take it for granted that the Government 
would allow the motion to pass without the proper notice. He (Mr. 
Atty. Gen.) would have replied immediately, upon the motion being 
read, had he not seen that the hon. mover was about to speak. He 
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(the Atty. Gen.) came down to the House prepared to give the explana- 
tions required. He held it to be his duty, as it would be that of 

any one in his place, to do so. (Hear, hear.) The Government was 
bound to investigate such questions, and should not leave to the House 
the responsibility arising out of them. (Hear,hear.) With regard 
then to the case immediately before the House, he (the Atty. Gen.) 

had to state that complaints against the Judge who was referred to 

had been received, and after full deliberation the Government had re- 
solved not to bring them before the House. They were of opinion, 

that although the Judge had erred, it was not to that extent to call 
for the interference of the House. Other charges had lately been pre- 
ferred, and were under the consideration of the Government. Represen- 
tations had also been made to him (the Atty. Gen.) individually, but 
he advised the party to submit them in the proper shape. (Hear. ) 264 


MR. BALDWIN explained that he had presumed that no member of the 
Government intended to speak to the motion, from seeing the Speaker 
was about to put 1£.205 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER: It was from mere accident that he was not 
up before the speaker made the attempt. 266 


MR. AYLWIN had not the honor of knowing Mr. Allen; but from what 
had been stated, both by the hon. member for Middlesex, and by the 


Atorney (sic) General, he believed him (Mr. Allen) to be an honest 
267 
man. 


MR. ERMATINGER thought it due to himself, after all that had been 
said, to make a few remarks. He did not accuse the Judge of corruption. 
It was not for him to pronounce in the matter after the Government 
had taken the initiative. The hon. and learned member for Essex had 
made a beautiful appeal; but he (Mr. E) had a plain duty to perform 
for those who sent him to that House, - people who were not capable 
of fine appeals, but who were honest, and had to earn their bread 
by the sweat of their brow. He (Mr. E.) had not spoken of gross cor- 
ruption, but that there was gross incapacity, could not be mistaken; 
so thought the magistrates, the bar, and the people, 268 


COL. PRINCE%Ss Where) is) thes proot of this?269 


MR. ERMATINGER: I presume there is as much proof for it as for 
what you say. (Laughter.) He (Mr. E.) had been several years in cor- 
respondence respecting that Judge. He always pressed for his removal, 
with the expectation that the charges which he urged would be enquired 
into, and his present object was that the House might see from the 
corrsepondence (sic) he wished to be produced, that the only way to 
remedy the evil was by amending the law. The last letter he (Mr. E.) 
received, stated that the Government could not remove the Judge, be- 
casue the law did not allow it; meaning if words meant any thing, that 
they would remove him if they could. In consequence however of the 
suggestions of his friends he would withdraw his motion.2/0 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 7 April 1846, and 
PILOT, 11 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 

IBID. 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 7 April 1846, and 
PILOT, 11 April 1846, in identical accounts. There is a commentary in 
LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 16 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 

IBID. 
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The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 7 April 1846, and 
PILOT, 11 April 1846, in identical accounts. There is a commentary in 
PILOT, 7 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 

EBID’. 
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The debate on this motion was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 April 
1846; MIRROR, 7 April 1846, and PILOT, 9 April 1846, in identical ac- 
counts; MIRROR, 7 April 1846, and LA MINERVE, 9, 13 April 1846, in ac- 
counts which contain some identical speeches, and some which are com- 
pletely dissimilar; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 8 April 1846, whose account 
was copied from LA MINERVE, 9, 13 April 1846; and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 
April 1846, BRITISH COLONIST, 17, 21 April 1846; CHATHAM GLEANER, 21 April 
1846, and L'AURORE, 15 April 1846, in accounts identical in most res- 
pects except that the reports in the MONTREAL GAZETTE and the BRITISH 
COLONIST contain more speakers than those in the CHATHAM GLEANER and 
L'AURORE, and some of the speeches in the MONTREAL GAZETTE, the BRI- 
TISH COLONIST and the CHATHAM GLEANER are given in more detail than 
those in L'AURORE. Commentaries are contained in: EXAMINER, 15 April 
1846; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 11, 13, 16 April 1846; LE CANADIEN, 15 April 
1846s) 2 TLOTs, o> tl, 14516 April 1846% and L'AURORE, 15° April 1846; 

The MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 April 1846, commented that the following debate 
on the correspondence aroused "a degree of interest unprecedented for 
some time.... The House was occupied until after seven o'clock by 
business of comparatively trivial importance. At that time, Mr. Lafon- 
taine rose," and the debate began. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 April 1846. 

IBID. The MONTREAL GAZETTE reported that LaFontaine said "he was not 
surprised." 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846, 

IBID. LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 11 April 1846, noted that Prince was not at 
his seat when LaFontaine explained that he had permission to read the 
letters from Caron. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 

IBID. 
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LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 11 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 

IBID. 

LA MINERVE, 9 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 

IBID. According to MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 April 1846, Draper "made a 
brief but most effective speech, which was heartily applauded by his 
friends and well received by the gentlemen on the opposition Benches.’ 
MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 April 1846. 
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MIRROR, 7 April 1846, 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, LO April 1846. 
MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, LO April | 846. 


MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 

IBID. 

LA MINERVE, 9 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846, 

LA MINERVE, 9 April 1846, commented : "la mine qu'il ((Viger)) ne put 
s'empécher de faire en se levant fit pousser un éclat de rire dans les 
galeries et dans l'enceinte de 1'assemblée." 

According to LA MINERVE, 9 April 1846: "avec un ton d'enthousiasme." 
LA MINERVE, 9 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 April 1846. 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 April 1846. LA MINERVE, 9 April 1846, observed: 
"Pendant le discours de M. Viger, le parti ministériel son propre parti, 
ne put a diverses reprises, retenir son envie de rire. Mais, M. Viger 
prit tout pour des applaudissemens." 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 April 1846. 
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LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 11 April 1846. The internal evidence in LE 
JOURNAL DE QUEBEC's reports of this day pinpoints the date of this ex- 
change as either 7 or 8 April 1846. As no other newspaper reported it, 
it was placed in the Appendix of 7 April 1846. 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 7 April 1846, and 
PILOT, Li Aprit 16465 in identical accounts. 
MIRROR, 7 April 1846. 
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WEDNESDAY, 8 APRIL 1846.1 


(70) 
Petitions Laid The followtng Petittons were severally 
on the table. brought up and latd on the table. 
By Mr. Soltiettor General Taschereau, --The 
Petttton of Willtam Dawson and others, of the County of Dorchester. 

By Mr. Rousseau, --The Petition of J. O. Chevrefils, Esqutre, and 
others, tnhabittants of the County of Yamaska. 

By Mr. Cummings,--The Petition of Thompson, Esqutre, 
and others, inhabitants of the Townshtp of Stanford, in the District 
of Ntiagara. 

By Mr. Webster,--The Petition of James K. Andrews and others, 
tnhabttants of the Townshtp of Dumfries, 1 in the District of Gore. 

By Mr. Jessup,--The Petition of William Gibson, Esquire, and 
others, freeholders of the Township of of Edvardsburgh. 

By Mr. Chabot,--The Petttion of Willtam Power and Jean Casimir 
Bruneau, Esquires, Cireutt Judges tn and for the District of Quebec. 

By Mr. Roblin,--The Petitton of James Carpenter and others, of 
Demorestville and tts vteintty; and the Petition of Thomas Morgan 
of Hallowell, tn the District of Prince Edward. 


Petttions read. Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the follow- 
ing Petttions were read:-- 

Of Franets Small and others, of the County of Halton; praying that 
no dtvtston be made of the Clergy Reserve Lands of the Province. 

Of George S. Alton and others, of the Townshtp of Nelson, in the 
District of Gore; praying that the duttes tmposed on Agrtcultural 
Produce comtng tnto Canada, may be continued. 

Of PR. Besse and others, of the Partsh of Chambly, in the County 
of Chambly; praying for amendments to the Winter Road Act. 

Of Donald Mathtson and others, of the Congregation of Rtchmond, 
belonging to the Presbytertan Church of Canada, in connexton with 
the Church of Seotland; praying that the Bill introduced into Parlta- 
ment during the last Sesston, relating to the Constitutton and Man- 
agement of King's College, may be passed into a law. 

Of Patrick Wallace and others, of Cobourg; praying to be tncor- 
porated as the "Cobourg Manufacturing Company," for the purpose of 
manufacturing Paper. 

Of the Honourable Gabriel Roy and others, of La Cote St. Laurent, 
tn the Partsh of St. Laurent; praying for an extension of the Ordinance 
3rd Viet. chap. 31, so as to inelude a certatn ptece of Road within 
the jurtsdictton of the Road Trustees. 

Of James Kerby and others, of the Townshtp of Bertie, in the Dis- 
trict of Niagara; praying that the Distrtet Town may be removed to 
Port Robinson. 

Of Thomas 0. Parry and others, of the Townshtp of Gainsboro', in 
the District of Niagara; and of Samuel Birdsall, Esqutre, and others, 
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of the Township of Canboro', in the District of Niagara; praying for 
the removal of the District Town to a more central part other than 
St. Catharines. 

Of Oztas Buehner and others, of the Townshtp of Crowland, tn the 
DiStYTCt. OF Niagara; praytng that the Distrtet may be removed to Port 
Robtnson. 

Of William Edwards and others, tnhabttants of the Township of 
Clarence, in the Ottawa District; praying that the Sectartan Character 
of the Untverstty of King's College be abolished, that the Funds be not 
dtvtded amongst the different religious denominations, and that Chairs 
for Agrteulture, Chemistry, and Polttical Economy, be established there- 
Ls 

Of Gersham Cutlin and others, members of the United Church of Eng- 
land and Ireland, tn the Township of Lansdowne, in the Diocese of Toronto; 
of the Reverend Wilitam M "Murray and others, members of the Untted Church 
of England and Ireland, in the Village and Townshtp of Ancaster, in the 
Diocese of Toronto; of the Reverend A.F. Atkinson and others, members 
of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in the Township of Grantham, 
tn the District of Niagara, in the Diocese of Toronto; of Wtlltam Graham 
and others, members of the Untted Church of England an and Ireland, in the — 
Tounshtp of Escott, in the District of Johnstown, in the Diocese of To- 
ronto; of George orge Hornick and others, members of the United Church of 

England and Ireland, in the Tounship of Kitley, tn the Diocese of Toronto; 
of M. Cowan and others, members of the United Chureh of England and Ire- 
land, in the Tounships of Uxbridge and Brock; and of the Reverend Wil 
Liam M M'Murray and others, members of the United Church of England and 
Ireland, in the Town of Dundas, and Township of West Guillimbury, in the 
Diocese of Toronto; praying that measures may be adopted for vesting in 
the Chureh Soetety of the Diocese of Toronto, for the benefit of the satd 
Church, such a portion of the Clergy Reserve Lands as shall correspond 
wtth thetr share of the tncome aristng from the same. 

Of J. Taylor, Esquire, and others, members of the Untted Church of 
England -and Ireland, in the Diocese of Quebec; and of John Borrowdate 
and others, members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in the 
Dtocese of Quebec; praying that measures may be adopted for vesting in 
the Church Soetety of the Diocese of Quebec, for the beneftt of the said 
Church, such a portion of the Clergy Reserve Lands, as shall correspond 


(1) 

with their share of the funds artsing from the same. 

Of Thomas Gibbs Ridout, Esquire, and others, members of the Toronto 
Mechanies' Institute; praytng for an Act of Incorporation. 

Of E.P. Wilgress and others, Protestant tnhabitants of the Partsh of 
St. Michael's, Lachine; praying for certatn amendments to the Act to 
provide for Elementary Instruction in Lower Canada. 

Of D.D. Calvin and others, inhabitants of the Township of Wolfe Is- 
land; praying to be exempted from the operation of the Act of last Ses- 
ston relating to Ferries. 
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Of Charles G. Cody and others, of the Township of Dereham, tn the 
District of Broek; praytng that the Clergy Reserve Lands may not be 
placed under the control of any Eeclestasttcal Corporatton. 

Of Richard D. Fraser, Esquire, of Edwardsburgh, in the District 
of Johnstown; praytng for remuneration and support tn constderattion 
of the Military services rendered by him. 

Of Lue Michel Cressé, Esquire, of the Parish of St. Jean Baptiste 
de Nicolet; praying that a law may be passed to enable him to dispose 
of hts deeds (Greffe), as he ts about to leave the Province. 

Of Loutse Armand dite Flamme, of the Parish of Longueutl; praying 
for a Penston tn constderatton of the death of her Husband, occasioned 
by a wound received whtle serving as a Miltittaman durtng the late War 
with the Untted States. 

Of John Burwell, of Port Burwell, Esquire; praying for the pay- 
ment of hts claim for Stock held tn the Port Burwell Harbour Company, 
surrendered to Govermment by the satd Company. 

Of Paschal Lachapetle and others, inhabitants of the Muntetpality 
OF Hochelaga, + tn the Partsh of Montreal; praying that the satd Munt- 
etpaltty may be divided tnto five distinct Muntetpaltttes. 

Of Jolin G. Wetr and others, of the County of Kent, in the Western 
District; praying that the County of Kent be set apart as a separate 
District, and that Chatham be the District Town. 

Of George I. Grange, FE: Esquire, Shertff, and. others, of the District 
of Wellington; praying that no measure may be passed to destroy the 
reltgtous character, or to tnvade the chartered Rights of the Untver- 
sity of King's ay cae 

Of Benjamin Coffin and others, tnhabitants of Gaspé; praying that 
an Act be passed for proving and registering ie ce ee in 
the satd Distrtet previous to 1821 by Dissenting Clergymen and before 
Justices of the Peace, as well as Births and Burtals. 

Of Thomas Sanders, Esquire, and others, of the District of Wel- 
lington; praytng that each denomination may have the control of tts 
proportion of the Clergy Reserve Lands, and that the rights of the 
present occupants be guarded by certain Legtslattve provtstons. 

of Calvin Gates and others, of the Townshtps of Walpole and Ratn- 
ham, in the District of Talbot; praying for the construction of a 
Harbour at Sandusky Creek, etther by a grant or by incorporating a 
Company for that purpose. 

Of John S. Mortarty, Esqutre, and others, of Percé and parts 
adjacent, in the County of Gaspé ; praying that an Act be passed for 
proving and regtstertng Marriages solemntsed tn the said Distrtct 
previous to 1821, by Dissenting Clergymen and before Justices of the 
Peace, as well as Btrths and Burtatls. 

Of Thomas Steel and others, of the Townships of Shtpton and Mel- 
bourne, and thetr vicinittes, in the County of Sherbrooke; praytng 
for a further atd, tf necessary, to build the proposed Bridge across 
the River St. Francis, between Melbourne and Richmond, sufftcetently 
strong for the passage of Rail-cars, and that the Quebec and Melbourne 
Railroad Company be empowered to use the said Bridge. 
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Of the Reverend P. H. Harkin and others, inhabitants of the Dis- 
TUE Ope ts Francis; praying that more adequate provtston be made 
for the Insane in this Province. 

Of Thomas C. Allis and others, tnhabitants of the Townshtp of 
Shtpton, tn the District of St. Francis; praying that certain amend- 
ments be made to the present Charter of the University of King's 
College. 

Of Samuel Wood and others, Agriculturtsts; praying that provision 
be made for a Professor's Chair tn Chemistry, in tts applicatton 
to Agriculture tn the University of King's College, and for the es- 
tablishment of Model Farms tin each District. 

Of James H. Comins, of St. Catharines, tn Upper Canada; complain- 
tng that he has not recetved the remuneration promised him for his 
services tn Canada during the last War wtth the Untted States, and 
praying relief. 

Of David Rintoul and others, of the Township of Beverley, in 
the Distrtet of Gore; praying that the Clergy Reserve Lands be not 
divided, as pettttoned for, but that proceeds thereof may be appro- 
prtated to the promotion of general educatton. 

Of S. Vining and others, of the Township of Nissouri, tn the Dis- 
trict of Brock; of Thomas M'Lean and others, of the Township of Zorra 
East, in the District of Brock; of A. Burtch and others, of the 
Tounshtp of Oxford East, in in the District of Brock; of Jeremtah Cowan 
and others, of the Tounshtp of Blenheim, in the County of Oxford; and 
of John Maddock and others, of the Townshtp of Puslinech; praying 
that the Clergy Reserve Lands be not placed under the eontroul On 
any Ecclestastteal Corporatton. 

Of Moses Young and others, of the Townshtp of Dumfries, tn the 
County of Halton; praying that no partition be made of the endowment 
of King's College, but that it be so managed as to remove sectarian 
differences. 

Of Thomas G. Coyne and others, of the Townshtp of Dunwich, in 
the District of London; praytng that the Clergy Reserve Lands may 
not be placed under the control of any Ecclesiastical body, but that 
the proceeds thereof may be approprtated to the promotton of general 
educatton. 

Of Murdoch M'Kenzie, of Quebec; praying to be indemnified for 
the loss of his house, which was blown up by the authorities during 
the late Ftre itn Quebec. 

of the Reverend Francis J. Lundy, Professor of Classtcal Litera- 
ture in McGill College; complaining that he has been illegally dis- 
missed and foretbly ejected from the satd College by certain of the 
Governors thereof, and praying reltef. 

Of John Francis Rogers, of the Townshtp of Woodstock, in the Dis- 
trict of Broek; praying for the payment of a certain Claim for Ser- 
vices rendered during the troubles of ee 

Of Joel D. Parmenter and others, of Ga noque, Leeds, and Lans- 
downe; praying for certain Amendments to the Division Court Act. — 

Of James Taylor, of the Town of Chatham; praying for the payment 
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of a certatn amount due him by the Board of Works for labour performed 
on the London and Chatham Road. 

Of Christopher Lyster Lyster and others, inhabitants of Kingsey and other 
Townshtps; praytng for Atd to continue the Quebec Road through Arth- 
abaska to the junetton with the Plank Road from Montreal to Stanstead 
at the Village of Stanstead. 

Of Lieutenant Colonel Cox and others, inhabttants of Windsor and 
other Townships; praying for Atd to rebutld two Bridges and to repair 


(72) 
part of the Port St. Franeis Road. 

Of Jean Louts Ployart, Esqutre, of the Townshtp of Durham, tn 
the County of Drummond; praytng Indemnity for loss sustatned by him 
through the fault of a publte Officer. 

Of the Reverend P. M. Mtgnault and others, of the Partshes of St. 
Joseph of Chambly and Longueuil; praying for the passing of a general 
Law respecting the Construction of Winter Vehtcles, tn accordance with 
the Ordinance 3 and 4 Viet., chap. 25. 

Of N. B. Desmarteau u and others, of Montreal; praying for Amend- 
ments to the Montreal Turnpike Road Act. 

Of G. H. Ryland, Esquire, Registrar of Montreal; complaining that 
the Government has not performed certain Engagements entered into 
wtth him, and praying reltef. 

Of John Burwell, Esqutre, of Port Burwell; praytng agatnst the 
Ineorporatton of the "Woodstock, Port Burwell, and Port Rowan Joint 
Stoek Ratlroad and Commeretal Company." 

Of John Parson and others, members of the Muntctpal Counectl of 
the Tounships of Buckingham and Portland, on the Ottawa; praying for 
the Constructton and Improvement of a certain Road, and the butldtng 
of Bridges in the satd Townshtp. 

Of Henry Joseph Jameson, of the City of Quebec, Brewer; praying 
for the removal of certain dtsabilittes under which he labours as a 
Bankrupt. 








Pettttons Ordered, That the Petttion of John M'Bride and 
referred: others, of Upper Canada; the Petition of 


Lachlan Bell and others, of Upper Canada; and 


t . pata eat ts Aa 
sei ae, the Petttton of John Prince, Esquire, Pres- 





ae tdent of the Niagara and Detrott Rivers Ratl- 
Lonbell eer. als road Company, and others, freeholders and 

i tnhabitants of Upper Canada; be referred to 
Bic ea ee, the Select Commtttee on Ratlroads. 
Hon. @. Roy, Ordered, That the Petitton of the Honourable 
et al. Gabrtel Roy and others, of La Cote St. Lau- 





rent, 71 tn the Parish ar St. Laurent, be re- 
ferred to the Select Committee to which was referred the Petition of 
E. Guy, Esquire, and others, residing on the Lower Lachine Road, and 
other References. 
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P. P. Dema- Ordered, That the Petition of P. P. Demaray, Es- 
ray, Esq., and quire, Warden, and Pierre Gamelin, Esquire, 
Pierre Game- Secretary of the Munitctpal Couneil of the 
lin, Esq. Parish of St. John's, Dorchester, be referred 


to the Select Committee, to which was referred 
the Petitton of the Muntetpal Council of Hochelaga. 











wn. Edwards, Ordered, That the Petition of Willtam Edwards 
et al. and others, inhabitants of the Townshtp of 
Dua Rentoul. Clarence, tn the Ottawa District; the Peti- 
ne tton of David Rintoul and others, of the Town- 
shtp of Beverley, tn the District of Gore; 
C. Cody, et al. the Petition of Charles G. Cody and others, 
Semipet of the Township of Dereham, tn the District 
ae of Brock; the Petttton of S. Vining and 
et al. ; aig 
others, ¢ of the Townshtp of _Ntssourt, tn the 
T. M'Lean, District of Brock; the Petitton of Thomas 
et al. M'Lean and others, of the Townshtp of Zorra 
A. Burtch, East, tn the District of Brock; the Petition 
Sia of A. Burteh and others, of the Township of 
Oxford East, tn the District of Brock; the 
J. Cowan, Petttton of Jeremtah Cowan and others, of the 
eb- ats 


J. Maddock, 


et al. 


Towunshtp of Blenheim, tn the County of Oxford; 
the Petttton of Thomas G. Coyne and others, 
of the Township of Dunwtch, tn the District 
of London; and the Petitton of John Maddock 
and others, of the Townshtp of Puslineh; be 
referred to the Select Committee, to whitch 
was referred the Petition of George Roe and 


others, of the County of Russell. 


Rev. W. 


M'Murray , 
CULL. 


T. Sanders, 
Esq. et ae. 


Rev. W. 
M'Murray , 
Ctra: 


M. Cowan, 
eElalk 


Rev. J. Hickte, 


Stu is 


Ordered, That the Petitton of the Reverend Wil- 


ttm M'Murray and others, members of the 
United Church of England and Ireland, in the 
Village and Townshtp of Ancaster, in the Dto- 
eese of Toronto; the Petttton of Thomas San- 
ders, Esquire, and others, of the District 
of Wellington; the Petition of the Reverend 
William M'Murray and others, members of the 
United Church of England and Ireland, in the 
Town of Dundas , and Townshtp Cee West Gutl- 
Limbury , in the Diocese of Toronto; the Peti- 
tton of M. Cowan and others, renbene of the 
United Church of England and Ireland, in the 
Tounshtps of Uxbridge and Brock; and the 
Petition of the Reverend John Hicktie and 











others, members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in the 
Town of Stratford and its victnity, in the Diocese of Toronto, be 
referred to the Select Committee, to which was referred the Petition 
of the Church Soctety of the Dtocese of Toronto. 
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Bu Copfitinet- Qt. Ordered, That the Petition of Benjamin Coffin and 

others, tnhabitants of Gaspé; and the Pett- 
tion of John S. Mortarty and others, of Percé, and parts adjacent, in 
the County of Gaspé; be referred to the Select Committee, to whtch was 
referred the Magdalen Islands Bill and other references. 





Muntetpal Ordered, That the Petition of the Muntetpal Coun- 
Council, etl of the District of Wiagara (relating to 
(Niagara. ) Toun Lots) be referred to the Select Commtt- 


tee, to whitch was referred the Petitton of 
Richard Millar and others, the Prestdent and Members of the Board of 
Poltce of the Town of Ntagara. 


Je Stel, Bear. Resolved, That the Petitton of James Sill and 

others, of the Township of Walpole, in the 
Distriet of Talbot, be referred to a Select Committee, composed of 
Mr. Thompson, the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, the Honour- 
able Mr. Soltettor General Sherwood, Mr. Roblin, and Mr. Dtekson, to 
examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon wtth all conven- 
tent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 





J. M'Kenzte, Resolved, That the Petttion of John D. M'Kenzte 
2tIaL. and others, of Beverley and Galt, in, the 


District of Gore, and of the United States 
of Amertca, be referred to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Dick- 
son, the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, the Honourable Mr. 
Cayley, Mr. Webster, and Mr. Chalmers, to exanine the contents thereof, 
and to report thereon with all conventent speed; with power to send 
for persons, papers, and records. 








H. J. Jameson. Resolved, That the Petitton of Henry Joseph 

Jameson, of the City of Quebec, Brewer, be 
referred to a Select Commtttee, composed of Mr. Chauveau, the Honour- 
able Mr. Aylwin, Mr. Soltettor General Taschereau, Mr. Christie, and 
Mr. Chabot, to examtne the contents thereof, and to report thereon 
with all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, 
and records. 


J. G. Wetr, Resolved, That the Petttton of John G. Wetr and 
er gr. others, of the County of Kent, in the West- 

ern District, be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee, composed of Mr. Woods, Mr. Prince, Mr. Cameron, Mr. Ermattin- 
ger, and the Honourable Mr. Cayley, to examine the contents thereof, 
and to report thereon, with all conventent speed, by Btll or otherwise; 
with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 








J. Hutchison, Resolved, That the Petition of James Hutehtson 
Ondids fs and James F. M'Carthey, on behalf of a Public 


M'Carthey. Meeting of the inhabitants of Bayham and 
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(ay) 
other Townships, tn the Districts of London, Oxford, and Talbot, be 
referred to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Ermatinger, Mr. Gowan, 
Mr. Cummings, Mr. Merritt, and Mr. Williams, to examine the contents 
thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent speed; with power 
to send for persons, papers, and records. 


DED. Catvin Resolved, That the Petition of D. D. Calvin and 
et al. others, inhabitants of the Township of Wolfe 


Island, be referred to a Select Committee, 
composed of Mr. Smith of Frontenac, Mr. Stewart of Bytown, Mr. Dick- 
son, Mr. Jessup, and Mr. Seymour, — to examine the contents thereof, and 
to report thereon with all convenient speed; with power to send for 
persons, papers, and records. 


Career. Resolved, That the Petition of Charles Hill, of 

the Townshtp of Bertte, tn the District of 
Ntagara, be referred to a Seleet Committee, composed of Mr. Thompson, 
Mr. Macdonell of Stormont, and the Honourable Mr. Papineau, to examine 
the contents thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent speed, 
by Bill or otherwise; with power to send for persons, papers, and re- 
cords. 





G._ H. Ryland, Resolved, That the Petition of G. H. Ryland, 
Esq. Esquire, Regtstrar of Montreal, be referred 


to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Mac- 
donald of Kingston, the Honourable Mr. Moffatt, Mr. Gowan, Mr. Mey- 
ers, the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, and Mr. Hall, to examine the contents 
thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent speed; wtth power 
to send for persons, papers, and records. 











NM. B. Desmar- Resolved, That the Petition of N. B. Desmarteau 
teaqu et al. and others, of Montreal, be referred to a 


Select Committee, composed of the Honourable 
Mr. De Bleury, the Honourable Mr. Moffatt, Mr. Jobin, Mr. Lacoste, 
and Mr. Colvtlle,to examine the contents thereof, and to report 
thereon with all convenient speed; wtth power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 





Muntetpal Resolved, That the Petition of the Muntctpal 
Counetl Council of the District of Vtetorta, (relat- 
(Vtetorta. ) tng to the Munictpal Counetl Act) be referred 


to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Mur- 
ney, Mr. Woods, and the Honourable Mr. Robinson, to examine the con- 
tents thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent speed; with 
power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Resolved, That the Petttton of the Munictpal Counetl of the Dtistriet 
of Victoria (relating to a macadamtzed road), be referred to a 
Select Committee, composed of Mr. Murney, Mr. Roblin, and Mr. 
Hall, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon, 
with all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, pa- 
pers, and records. 
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Rk. D. Fraser, Resolved, That the Petitton of Richard D. Fraser, 
Esq. Esquire, of Edwardsburgh, in the District of 
Johnstown, be referred to a Select Committee, 





composed of Mr. Gowan, Mr. Sherwood of Brockville, Mr. Jessup, and 
Mr. Macdonell of Stormont, to examine the contents thereof, and to 
report thereon with all conventent speed; with power to send for per- 
sons, papers, and records. 


Report on Mr. Prince, from the Select Committee to 
Petttton of whtch was referred the Petttton of John Macara, 
J. Macara. of the City of Toronto, presented to the House 


the Report of the said Committee, which was 
again read at the Clerk's table, and ts as followeth:-- 

Your Committee have examined the certifteates and documents pro- 
duced tn support of the Petttton, and they find that the said John 
Macara served a Clerkshtp of ftve years with a wrtter to the Signet 
in the Ctty of Edinburgh, previous to entering upon which the said 
John Macara attended all the Literary Classes of the Untverstty of 
Edinburgh, required by the Soctety of Writers to the Stgnet from mem- 
bers of thetr body;--that he afterwards attended the Law Classes of 
the satd Untverstty, during hts clerkshtp; and that upon these qual- 
tficattons, whitch would have entitled him to adntsston to the Supreme 
Court of Scotland, he was duly admitted to practice before the Sher- 
tff's Courts of Scotland. 

Your Comnittee further find that the satd John Macara, has duly 
served under articles of Clerkshtp to an Attorney at Law and Soltect- 
tor tn Chancery in thts Provinee, stnece the Ist June, 1842, and that 
he has been a member of the Law Soectety of Upper Canada for upwards 
of three years. 

Your Committee beg further to report, that the satd John Macara 
has produced to them testiumontals from very htgh authorittes in 
favor of his character and abtlity for the practice of hts professton. 

Your Comntttee are of optnton that the satd John Macara ts only 
debarred from practtsing tn the Courts of this Province by the rigtd 
construction placed upon the Statute 7 Will. IV., ec. 15, which has 
not descrtbed the Seottish Courts by the terms applted to them tn 
Scotland, and has thus excluded the great body of Sceotttsh Soltet- 
tors from the privileges enjoyed by English and Irtsh Soliettors in 
this Provinee,--an excluston, however, which falls with unusual 
severtty on the Pettttoner, in as much as hts qualtftcations entitled 
him to rank tn the htghest class of Scotttsh Practittoners. 

Whtle your Committee would recommend the clatm of Mr. Macara 
to relief, as one entitled, tn tts peculiar ctreumstances to the fav- 
ourable constderation of the Provinetal Parliament;--they would also 
reconmend that a general measure should be tntroduced, admitting 
Soltettors, Writers, or Advocates, before the Sheriff's Courts of 
Seotland, after service of three years in thts Provinee, to the prt- 
vtleges enjoyed here by English and Irish Soltcttors. 





Macara's Reltef Ordered, That Mr. Prince have leave to bring in 
Bie. a Btll for the relief of John Macara, of the 


City of Toronto, Esquire. 
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He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Monday next. 


MR. SCOTT2 moved that an address be presented to His Excellency 
for all correspondence between the Government and the Commissioners 
appointed to examine into ((the Lower Canada Rebellion losses claims))3. 


MR. COLVILLE - was happy to have an opportunity of saying a few 
words on this subject. He would ask the Ministry why the claims that 
had been adjudicated upon in 1838 and 1839, had not been settled? He 
(Mr. C.) thought it was not right that the payment of these persons 
should be delayed until all the claims were decided upon.4 


MR. SCOTT - was desirous that the instructions given by the Govern- 
ment to these Commissioners should be laid before the House, as he 
understood that these instructions are not such as they ought to be. 
Individuals have presented large claims which cannot be substantiated - 
he (Mr. S.) thought they ought te (sic) have been obliged to go before 
a magistrate and. swear to the correctness of them. The Commissioners 
will probably report that £150,000 is claimed, when only £100,000 is 
really due for losses. 


MR. MEYERS - had seen in the papers, that a discussion had arisen 
before the Commissioners with respect to those who would be allowed 
to present their claims, and that they had decided to allow those 
who had taken up arms against the Government, and whose property was 
in consequence destroyed, to fyle their claims. He (Mr. M.) must, 
in the name of the people of Upper Canada, protest against paying the 
losses of any rebels.® Such a course would be offering a premium 
for rebellion, and ... the country would not support the Government 
in such a proceeding./ 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD replied, that if members would reserve 
their opinions until such time as Ministerscame down with a measure 
for this purpose, they would not find that the Administration in- 
tended to do any such thing.® 


MR. MORIN - The people of Lower Canada had been calumniated long 
enough. They had been obliged to submit to illegal courts, and now 
it was attempted, notwithstanding all the professions of oblivion of 
Sr ga pased (sic), to have their loyalty tried before commission- 
ers. 


MR. HALL. - Though we are willing to cast the shade of oblivion 
over the past, we are not prepared to pay rebels for their losses.10 


MR. ARMSTRONG, did more to pacify the inhabitants of the section 
of the country in which he resided, than gentlemen opposite, and yet 
he had been called a disloyal man. If a person happened to differ 
from his neighbours, and his house was attacked, and he defended it, 
he was then called a rebel.1t1 
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(73) 
On motion of Mr. Seott, seconded by Mr. Chauveau, 
Address, Re- Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
bellton Losses, Hts Excellency, the Administrator of the 
(ie Cae Government ; praying that he will be pleased 


to cause the proper officer to lay before 
this House, a copy of all correspondence whitch may have taken place 
between the Government and the Commission now appotnted to enqutre 
tnto the losses sustatned by the tnhabitants of Lower Canada, during 
the late Rebellton, wtth the Instructions given to the satd Commission. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency, the 
Admtntstrator of the Government, by such Members of thts House, 
as are of the Honourable the Executive Counetl of thts Province. 


Magdalen Ordered, That the Report of the Select Committee, 
Istands. to which was referred the Petttton of Joseph 


Cormter, Esqutre, and others, of the Magdalen 
Islands, tn the County of Gaspé, be committed to a Committee of the 
whole House on to-morrow. 


(74) 
Board _of Ordered, That two hundred and fifty coptes of the 
Works. Report of the Board of Works, dated December, 


1845, latd before the House on the stxth 
instant, be printed tn each of the English and French Languages, for 
the use of the Members of thts House. 


On motion of Mr. Chrtstte, seconded by Mr. LeBoutillter, 


Message for Resolved, That a Message be sent to the Honour- 
Asststant able the Legtslative Counetl; praying their 
Clerk Legista- Honours will permit Charles DeLéry, Esquire, 
tive Counctl to one of the Clerks asststant of thetr Honour- 
attend Select able House, to attend the Select Committee 
Committee. appotnted by thts House, to enqutre tnto, and 


report upon the state and conditton of the 
Rolls, Records, Journals, and other papers appertaining to the late 
Parliaments of Upper and Lower Canada, and of the Judictal Registers, 
Records, Archives, and Papers appertatning to the several Courts of 
Justice tn Lower Canada, and whether the same are kept and classed 
in an orderly and systematte manner, and due precauttons taken for 
thetr safe keeping and preservatton; on Saturday next, at ten o'clock 
tn the forenoon, to be examtned on the subject of the said reference. 








Ordered, That Mr. Chrtstte do carry the satd Message to the Honourable 
the Legtslattve Council. 


Trinity Houses, Mr. Murney, from the Committee of the whole 
(Quebee and House, to take tnto constderation the expediency 


Montreal. ) of repealing the Acts and Ordinances of Lower 
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Canada, establishing the Trinity Houses of Quebec and Montreal, and 
regulating Pilots and Ptlotage, with a view to the substitution of 
other enactments of the same subject, reported according to Order, the 
Resolution of the satd comnittee, which Resolution was again read at the 
Clerk's table, and agreed to by the House, and ts as followeth:-- 


Resolved, That tt ts expedient to repeal the Acts and Ordinances of 
Lower Canada, establtshing the Trinity Houses of Quebec and 
Montreal, and regulating Pilots and Pilotage; with a vtew to 
the substitution of further enactments on the satd subject. 


Trinity House Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Attorney Gen- 
Btll (Quebec. ) eral Smith have leave to bring tn a Bill to 





amend and consolidate the Laws and Ordinances 
now in foree, relating to the powers and duties of the Corporation of 
the Trintty House of Quebec, to Pilots and Pilotage in the Port of 
Quebec, and to the Quebec decayed Pilot Fund, and for other purposes. 


He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the 
same was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be 
read a second time on Friday, the 17th instant. 


Trintty House Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Attorney Gen- 
Bill (Mon- eral Smith have leave to bring in a Bill to 
treal. ) repeal certatn Acts, and an Ordinance therein 


mentioned, relating to the Trinity House at 
Montreal, and to amend and consolidate the provisions thereof. 


He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the 
same was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be 
read a second time on Friday, the 17th instant. 


Cobourg Ratl- Mr. Jessup, from the Committee of the whole 
road. House, to take tnto consideration the expediency 


of revtving and amending an Act of the Legtis- 
lature of the late Province of Upper Canada, passed tn the fourteenth 
year of the Retgn of Hts late Majesty, King Willtam the Fourth, tn- 
tttuled, "An Act to tneorporate certain persons under the style and 
title of the Cobourg Ratlroad Company," and for other purposes therein 
mentioned, reported, according to Order, the Resolutton of the satd 
Committee, which Resolution was again read at the Clerk's table, and 
agreed to by the House, and ts as followeth:-- 


Resolved, That itt ts expedient to revive and amend an Act of the Leg- 
tslature of the late Province of Upper Canada, passed in the 
fourth year of the Retgn of Hts late Majesty, King William the 
Fourth, tntttuled, "An Act to tncorporate certain persons under 
the style and title of the Cobourg Ratlroad Company," and for 


other purposes therein mentioned. 


Cobourg Ratl- Ordered, That Mr. Meyers have leave to bring in 
road Bill. a Btll to revive and amend the Act of Upper 


Canada, tneorporating the Cobourg Ratlroad 
Company, and for other purposes therein mentioned. 
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He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Wednesday next. 


Winter Roads The Order of the Day for the second reading 
BULL of the Bill to repeal two certain Ordinances 


theretn mentioned, relating to Winter Roads, tn 
that part of the Province heretofore Lower Canada, tn so far as re- 
gards the District of Quebec, the District of Gaspé, and that part 
of the District of Three Rivers whitch ts or was tn the Munictpal Dts- 
trict of Portneuf, being read;12 








MR. LAURIN moved that the bill ... be read a second time.13 


MR. DEBLEURY requested the mover to postpone the second reading 
for a few days, as he (Mr. D) intended to bring in a bill on Monday 
or Tuesday next to regulate Winter Roads throughout Lower Canada, 
and this measure might be included in it.14 


MR. LAURIN objected to do so, as this had been done last session!>, 


(74) . 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and committed to a Committee 
of the whole House. 
Mr. Cauchon took the Chatr of the Committee, 


MR. AYLWIN thought that winter roads were not a proper subject 
for legislation. An Ordinance similar to the late Special Council 
Ordinance, was passed in 1788, but the feelings of the people were so 
much opposed to it, that it became a dead letter, and was repealed 
two or three years afterwards. These laws are more apt to retard 
the desired improvement than to forward it.16 


MR. MOFFATT - Unless something is done to enable the people of 
the Eastern Townships to come to Montreal, with their double sleighs, 
they would continue to be put to great inconvenience, and it would 
virtually be sending them to Boston as their market .1/ 


MR. CHABOT - The roads are worse in the district of Quebec than 
in Montreal, and the bill has reference to Quebec .18 


MR. McCONNELL's constituents were very much interested in this 
subject, as when they started from their houses for Montreal, with a 
double team, they were obliged, when they came to the seigniories, 
to unyoke their horses and place them one before another; and every 
one knew that horses could not in this way draw as much as when they 
were placed abreast. He (Mr. McC) did not think the French Canadians 
were such unreasonable men as to object to eek means to obtain good 
roads for themselves and for their neighbours. y 


MR. COLVILLE recommended that every municipality should have a 
snow plough. 


MR. SCOTT said, while the people of Upper Canada and the United 
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States had good roads they had execrable ones. The only time in which 
they had good winter roads, fit for rational creatures, was the two years 
after the Ordinance of the Special Council was passed; and he was sorry, 
after the people had been put to great expense to obtain new sleighs, 
that the beneficial parts of the ordinance had been repealed.21 


(74) 
and after sometime spent theretn, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr, and Mr. Cauchon reported that the 
Committee had gone through the Bill without making any amendment there- 
to, and the Report was again read at the Clerk's table. 


Agricultural The Order of the Day for the second reading 
soctLties Bilt. of the Btll to amend the Act for the encouragement 


of Agriculture, by the establishment of Agricul- 
tural Soctettes in Lower Canada, being read; 
The said Bill was read accordingly. 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be Engrossed. 





Report on The Order of the Day for taktng tnto constder- 
Printing. atton the First Report of the Standing Committee 


on Printing and Binding, being read; 
The House proceeded accordingly to take the satd Report tnto con- 
stderatton, and the satd Report being agatn read, 


Coneurred in. Resolved, That thts House doth concur tn the 
First Report of the Standing Committee on 
Printing and Binding. 


Authentte 


Actoctea The Order of the Day for the second reading 


of the Bill for better regulating the formalt- 
ttes of authentic Actes passed before Notartes, 
being read; 

The Honourable Mr. Viger moved, seconded by the Honourable Mr. 
Attorney-General Smtth, that the satd Bill be now read a second time. 

Mr. Laurin moved tn amendment, seconded by Mr. Lacoste, that the 
word "now", tn the satd motion, be struck out, and the word "to- 
morrow" be substituted. 

The Questton having been put upon the motion of amendment, tt 
was agreed to by the House. 

The Questton being then put on the matn motton, as amended, tt 
was also agreed to, and 


Ordered, Accordingly. 


(75) 
Assessment The Order of the Day for the second reading 
Bulle of the Btll to regulate Assessments and the ap- 
potntment of Collectors and Assessors tn Upper 
Canada, being read; 22 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER. - He was anxious to know if the hon. mem- 
bers opposite would contest the bill. The bill was essentially dif- 
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ferent from the former one in many respects, and he had received many 
suggestions from different parts of the county, respecting it if the 
hon. members were not opposed to the principle of the bill he would 
move that the House go into Committee upon it, when any amendments 
not contrary to the principle of the Bill might be made. When the 
House went into Committee he would enter fully into the question. 23 


(75) 
The Honourable Mr. Attorney-General Draper moved, seconded by the 
Honourable Mr. Attorney-General Smith, that the satd Btll be now read 
a second time. 


MR. PRICE. - He hoped that when the House went into Committee 
the hon. gentleman would take into consideration if it would not be 
advisable to tax captial and leave the farmer alone; he was afraid 
that the Bill as it now stood would tax the farmers chiefly. A man 
who had his farm mortgaged would have to pay tax on the whole value 
of the property while the capitalist who had perhaps a greater amount 
vested in the farm then (sic) the owner escaped free; he objected to 
one class being heavier taxed than another, especially that class 
which contributed so much to the prosperity of the country, he hoped 
that the hon. gentleman when the House went into Committee would take 
this into consideration. He liked the Bill.24 


MR. MEYERS objected to the Bill unles it was extended to both 
parts of the Province. 25 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER. - The hon. gentleman has overlooked that the 
municipalities in Lower Canada had power to impose taxes for local 
purposes; he (Mr. D.) was not introducing a new system of taxation 
but was only endeavouring to improve the old one which had existed 
for so many years. 26 


MR. HALL said that on a former occasion he had been misunder- 
stood in this House, and unintentionally misreported. He was re- 
ported to have said hat (sic) he was opposed to all taxation. - Now 
what he really did say was, that while the country had a surplus 
revenue — while it raised enough by indirect taxation to carry on 
the expenses of Government and leave a large balance - it was not only 
unnecessary to resort to direct taxation, but was both unjust and im- 
politic. He was answered that a country could not thrive without 
taxation, and was pointed to the United States for proof of this as- 
sertion. However, the hon. member who had made that remark was mis-— 
taken in his facts, for in the United States the customs collected 
at the various ports went to support the expenses of the Federal 
Government, and the direct taxation to the particular State. Since 
the evening upon which the bill was introduced, however, the circum- 
stances had been entirely changed, from the announcement which had 
been made by a member of the Government that the administration of 
justice was to be charged on the Provincial Revenue. Thus this tax 
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would be levied for the future only to supply the necessities of the 
locality where they are levied. 2/ 


COL. PRINCE objected to members entering into a discussion of the 
bill now; if hon. members have no material objection to the bill, they 
should let it be read now, and when the House went into committee upon 
it, they might discuss it then. He put it to the House whether it was 
not unparliamentary to go into the merits of the bill now, unless hon. 
memeers (sic) were opposed to the principle of the bill.28 


MR. ROBLIN mentioned several objections he had against the bill, 
especially with regard to the appointment of assessors, and to the 
manner of assessing personal property, which, he said, he merely threw 
out as hints, in order that they might consider them before the House 
went into committee on the bill.29 


MR. R. MACDONALD of Cornwall rose and said, this is the most im- 
portant measure of the session and he could not remain silent, while 
such an important measure was under discussion. As the measure re- 
lated solely to Upper Canada, he hoped to see the members for that 
section of the Province come forward en masse and express their opin- 
ion on the bill. He for one was not prepared to support the measure. 
He would beg to ask whether such a measure should be passed without 
the opinion of the people being expressed on it, he was not prepared 
to legislate till that opinion had been expressed, they had not peti- 
tioned for such a measure. He had no objection to authority being 
given to Municipal Councils to tax their Districts for local improve- 
ments but he did not think that a compulsory measure, ought to be 
passed. He would vote against the bil1.30 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD. —- He considered that this was the proper 
time to discuss the principles of the bill; when the principles are 
established at the second reading, the House goes into committee of 
the whole, and the details of the bill are then settled. He believed 
the principle of the bill to be this: real property shall be taxed 
according to its real value, and not according to its arbitrary value. 
Is, said he, a person who owns property to the value of £1500 to pay 
no more than a person who owns to the value of £200? Is a person who 
lives in a two story house to pay no more than the poor man who lives 
in his one story house? He considered that the country should be 
taxed ad valorem. This principle had been introduced in the city of 
Toronto, and had been found to operate beneficially; he considered 
that this principle would be pronounced the most equitable and just 
that could be adopted. The honorable member for the West Riding of 
York had asked him to corroborate his statement that a great deal of 
the property in Toronto was, although nominally owned by the posses- 
sors, in reality owned by the wealthy capitalist, who held mortgages. 
He was aware that such was the case, but he drew quite different con- 
clusions from those of the honourable member; if the mortgages 
were to be taxed, and the nominal owner only to pay according to 
the actual amount he owed of the property, then the mortgagee 
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would be compelled to pay all the taxes; it would be an inducement to 
mortgage the property. The mortgagee would be paying all the taxes; 
the actual owner would be enjoying all the benefit. It has been said 
that the bill is confined only to a few odescriptions (sic) ((o))f 
property; if you agree with the principle of the bill, vote for the 
second reading, and when it is committed you can make amendments to 
it. The principle adopted in the bill has been approved of, both in 
Great Britain and the United States. It had been objected to the ap- 
pointing of the assessors; now, he thought that hon. member had mis- 
understood the subject; the bill gave power to appoint assessors for 
each township, and, if they deemed fit, to unite two townships. Again, 
it has been objected to the bill that it is compulsory, and the people 
have not called for it. He would beg to state that it was not a com- 
pulsory measure; it only gave power to the District Councillors to 

tax their respective Districts if they saw fit, and he felt convinced 
hon. gentlemen will admit that the District Councillors are legiti- 
mately the people. It had also been objected that the bill did not 
include Lower Canada, but Lower Canada had their Municipal Councils, 
who were empowered to tax. If the people of Lower Canada did not 
choose to levy taxes for local improvements, then let them remain as 
they are; but the people of Upper Canada knew the benefit of taxation, 
and he was confident that they would gladly avail themselves of this 
bill to levy taxes for local improvements. He had no desire to force 
on Lower Canada a taxation which they did not want. The hon. member 
for Prince Edward has objected to the bill, because it repealed two 
clauses of the Boundary Act. Now, he would beg to ask that hon. gen- 
tleman what other course could have been adopted? Was the assessment 
Bill to be incorporated in the Boundary Law Act, or vice versa? He 
thought the House ought now to decide on the principle of the bill; 
the details could be settled in committee. 


MR. THOMPSON was disappointed in this bill, it did not go far 
enough, all property ought to be taxed according to its value. If 
the Administration went upon the principle that they must have the 
bill, the whole bill and nothing but the bill he would oppose it, 
but with the understanding that the amendments might be made to its 
details he would vote for the second reading. He (Mr. T.) considered 
it to be oppressive on the poor, it taxed what was in the possession 
of every poor man, viz, a cow, while many articles that the rich 
usually possess are exempted. The bill says nothing of taxing Mills, 
Merchants Shops and Monopolies. 32 


‘MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD. - Merchants Shops were an omission. 33 
MR. THOMPSON was glad to hear it.34 


MR. MERRITT was opposed to this bill in principle and detail. In 
principle because, under the altered circumstances of the country, it 
was unjust to throw the whole of the taxation upon the agricultural 
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community. This bill will not be received with satisfaction in Upper 
Canada. 3 


MR. ROBINSON would ask the member for South Lincoln (Mr. Merritt) 
what bill he would support if not the present one, as it did not im- 
pose any new taxes but only equalized the present system. His consit- 
tuents were anxious that alterations would be made, similar to those 
provided for in this bil1.36 


MR. GOWAN congratulated the proposers of this bill on the feeling 
that now prevailed with regard to it. He (Mr. G.) considered it, to 
be the very best bill that could have been introduced; and that it 
would give satisfaction to all classes of the community. The hon. 
member for the South Riding of York had complained that Merchants 
and Lawyers were not to be taxed. He (Mr. G.) believed that the hon. 
member was a lawyer, and he would ask him, if he would consent to 
have his brains taxed. Lawyers generally reside in the large corpor- 
ate towns, where their property is amply taxed - they have to pay the 
county rates and a tax to the corporations besides. This bill places 
in the hands of the different Municipal Councils the appointment of 
the assessors, one of the most important officers in the country. He 
(Mr. G.) looked upon this as one of the most important improvements, 
because it imposes the responsibility upon a few persons, whose pro- 
ceedings, are reported in the newspapers, and are vigilantly watched. 
The Assessors are appointed by the Councils in most Corporations, and 
if this is found necessary where the people are generally educated, 
how much more necessary is it in the several parts of the country, 
where they are more scattered and less educated. The system of assess- 
ment at present adopted, is to value all wild lands at four shillings 
an acre, and improved lands at £1 an acre - thus the rich man who had 
his lot near a town or village, worth perhaps £50 or £100 an acre, 
paid no more than the poor farmer living fifty or a hundred miles from 
market and whose farm was not worth more than £4 or £5 an acre. It 
has been said that this bill does not go far enough — he (Mr. G.) 
thought it better to try the people of Upper Canada with a partial 
measure, and then if they were in favour of it, a more full and com- 
plete system could be adopted. 3/ 


MR. WILLIAMS was in favour of this bill, because it will relieve 
the farmer. He (Mr. W.) could mention an instance of an individual 
who now pays only sixpence to the Council who will, under this bill, 
be obliged to pay £60, and thus the poor farmer at a distance from 
towns and villages will be exempt in a great degree from taxation. 


MR. CAMERON, before giving his support to the bill, wished to say 
a few words; he was astonished at the opposition made to the bill. 
The principle of the bill was merely with regard to the manner of 
raising the assessment; it does not impose any new tax. The bill, 
he thought, would relieve the poorer part of the people and divide the 
assessment among the rich; he did not see anything very objectionable 
in the bill, and he was bound to support it upon principle; he had 
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supported the same principle in 1843, and with the understanding that 
further amendments would be allowed when the House went into committee 
he would go heartily with the measure; he felt assured that if the bill 
was carried out, it would be acceptable to the country; he thought that 
the persons lending money on mortgages should be assessed for the amount 
of the mortgage, and that the bill should also extend to persons in- 
vesting money on debentures; he was not opposed to taxation, for he 
thought it tended to bring out the energy of the people, and he did 

not think the country would be against the bill; but if persons who 

had large fortunes were taxed at equal rate with others, it would be 
sure to become disagreeable to the country. The appointment of the 
District Council to levy the assessment he thought to be the best 

way that could be devised. He gave the bill his highest support upon 
the supposition that amendments would be allowed when the House went 
into committee on the bil1l.39 


The question being put whether the bill should be read a second 
time, it was declared to be carried40, 


MESSRS. JOHNSTON and G. MACDONELL (Dundas) insisted ... in calling 
for a division. 41 


(75) 
The Question having been put upon the satd motion, a divtston 
ensued, and the names betng called for, they were taken down as fol- 
loweth:-- 


YEAS. 


Armstrong, Baldwin, Berthelot, Boulton, Boutillter, Cameron, 
Cauchon, Cayley, Chabot, Chalmers, Chauveau, Christte, Colville, Cum- 
mings, Daly, DeWitt, Attorney General Draper, Duggan, Foster, Gowan, 
Gutllet, Hale, Hall, Jessup, Jobin, Lacoste, Laterrtére, Laurtn, 
LeMoine, Leslie, Macdonald of CORNWALL, Merritt, Méthot, Meyers, 
Monro, Morin, Papineau, Price, Prince, Robinson, Roblin, Rousseau, 
Scott, Seymour, Smith of FRONTENAC, Attorney General Smith, Smith 
of WENTWORTH, Stewart of BYTOWN, Stewart of PRESCOTT, Taché, Solt- 
ettor General Tasehereau, Thompson, Viger Watts, Webster, Willtams, 
and Woods.--(57.) 




















NAYS. 
Johnston, Macdonell of DUNDAS, and Macdonell of STORMONT--(3.) 


So tt was carrted in the affirmative. 
And the satd Bill was accordingly read, 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER moved that the House do go into Committee of 
the whole to-morrow on this bill. He hoped that the members would 
prepare themselves to go into discussion of the bill, at least the 
members who intended to propose amendments, in order that he (Mr. D.) 
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might have time to see the precise effect these amendments would 

have on the bill. He believed the practice in England was to inscribe 
notice of any amendment intended to be proposed by any member in a 
book kept for that special purpose. He did not wish to insist upon 
their following this practice, but merely would request them to pre- 
pare themselves, for the reason he had just stated. 


MR. BALDWIN said, that this had been the practice to some extent 
in this country, but not to so great an extent as it should have been. 
There was a practice followed by the late Ministry which he thought 
was a more convenient one, and which he would recommend to their at- 
tention. The practice was to move that the Committee rise and report 
progress after the bill had been discussed, with the view that the 
person who had the charge of the measure might have an opportunity 
of seeing whether anything had been overlooked or not, in order that 
he might have an epee au of having any defect amended when the 
Committee should sit again. 3 


(75) 
and committed to a Comntttee of the whole House, on to-morrow. 
Pluraltty of The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Offices Bill. the Bill to prevent the undue accumulatton and 


pluraltty of Offices, being read; 
Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time on Wednesday next. 


Common The Order of the Day for the second reading of 

School Bill. the Btll for the better establishment and main- 

CU alee) tenanee of Common Schools tn Upper Canada, betng 
read; 44 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER, in moving the second reading of this bill, 
stated that he had explained its principle features when he intro- 
duced it. He had thought it better to repeal the whole of the bill 
passed in 1843, embodying however in the present bill most of its 
clauses, as it was more convenient to have the whole school system 
governed by one law. The great objection to the late bill, and which 
he sought to remedy by the present one, was that the different parts 
of the system had been left too unconnected, that there was no pro- 
per system of controul from the lowest to the highest officers; 


in consequence of this many disputes had arisen. - He (Mr. D.) also 
provided for the establishment of Normal Scools (sic) .45 
(75) 


The said Bill was accordingly read and committed to a Comntttee 
of the whole House on Tuesday next. 


District Courts The Order of the Day for the second reading of 

BLL (US Cd the Bill to amend an Act passed during the last 
Sesston of thts Parltament, intituled, "An Act to 

amend, consolidate, and reduce, into one Act, the several Laws now tn 
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foree establtshtng or regulating the Practice of District Courts, tin 
the several Districts of that part of this Province formerly Upper 
Canada," betng read; 

The satd Bill was accordingly read, and committed to a Committee 
of the whole House, on to-morrow. 


Militta Bill. The Order of the Day for the second reading 
of the Btll for the better regulatton of the 
Milttta of thts Province, betng read; 


Ordered, That the said Bill be read a second time on to-morrow. 46 


Fines and Re- The Order of the Day for the House in Com- 
covertes Bill. mittee on the Bill for the substitution of more 
simple modes of Assurance tn lteu of Fines and 

Recovertes, betng read; 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the satd Committee. 

Mr. Cumnings took the Chatr of the Committee, and after some time 
spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair, 

And Mr. Cummings reported that the Commtttee had gone through the 
Bill, and had made several amendments thereto, whtch amendments were 
agatn read at the Clerk's table, and agreed to be the House. — 


Ordered, That the satd Bill, as amended, be engrossed. 


Lunatics and The Order of the Day for the second reading 
Idiots Reltef of the Bill, to remove certain doubts as to the 
Bilin Jurtsdtetion conferred upon the Court of Chancery 


tn Upper Canada, tn matters relating to Lunatics, 

Idiots, and Persons of unsound mind, and thetr Estates, and to amend 
and extend the Laws in force tn Upper Canada, relating to Lunatics, 
Idiots, and persons of unsound mind, and thetr Estates, betng read; 

The satd Btll was accordingly read, and committed to a Committee 
of the whole House. 

Mr. Boulton took the Chatr of the Commtttee, and after some time 
spent therein, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr, 

And Mr. Boulton reported that the Committee had gone through the 
Bill without making any amendment thereto, and the Report was again 
read at the Clerk's table. 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be engrossed. 


eee 
Orders post- Ordered, That the rematning Orders of the Day be 
poned. postponed until to-morrow, and that they be 


then the first Orders of the Day. 


Then, on motion of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, 
seconded by the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smtth, 
The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX, 8 APRIL 1846. 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: SALE OF CLERGY RESERVES.) )4/ 


MR. HALL - in giving notice that he would to-morrow enquire of the 
Administration, why the sales of the Clergy Reserves have been stopt 
(sic) said, that he hoped that full information would be given on the 
subject, as he would frankly tell the ministry, that they could do 
nothing to damage their influence so much as by interfering with the 
law as it now stood; the people of his section of the country felt 
very much interested in this subject .48 


FOOTNOTES -— 8 APRIL 1846. 
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According to MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 April 1846: "In the House, on 
Wednesday night, no discussion of consequence took place." 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 
April 1846; and MIRROR, 8 April 1846, and PILOT, 11 April 1846, in 
identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 8 April 1846. 
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IBID. 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 8 April 1846, 
misdated as 7 April 1846, and PILOT, 11 April 1846, in identical 
accounts. There is a commentary in EXAMINER, 22 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 8 April 1846, misdated as 7 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 8 April 1846, noted: "The second reading of the Militia 
Bill was only postponed till to-morrow, in consequence of it appear- 
ing that the French copies of the bill had just been distributed 
amongst the members." 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 8 April 1846, 
andeeinol, lL -Apeii 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 8 April 1846. 


THURSDAY, 9 APRIL 1846. 


(75. 
Pettttons laid THE followtng Petitions were severally brought 
on the Table. up and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Bouttllter,--The Petttton of the Munt- 
etpal Counctl of St. Hyactnthe. 

By Mr. DeWitt,--The Petttion of John Hale and others, Leather Manu- 
faeturers and Dealers, of Montreal. 

By Mr. Smith of Wentworth,--The Petition of Lodicartus Betsang and 
others, of Waterloo and other Townshtps. 

By Mr. Willtams,--The Petttton of the Reverend Robert Harding and 
others, members of the United Church of England and Ireland, tn the 
Townshtp of Emily, tn the Diocese of Toronto. 

By Mr. Chalmers,--The Petition of James P. Gage, and others, of 
the Townshtp of Nelson, tn the Dtstrtet of Gore; the Petition of Alex- 
ander M'Naughton and others, of the Township of Nassagaweya; the Pett- 
tion of Henry F. Graham and others, tnhabitants of Barton and other 
Townships, in the District of Gore; and the Petttton n of He Hens M'Cann 
and others, of Nassagaweya. 

By Mr. Monro,--The Petttton of the Reverend T. G. Elltot ba 
others, members of the Untted Chureh of England and Ireland in the 
Townshtp of Colchester, tn the Western District. 

By Mr. Lanter, ~The Petition of the Reverend Messtre Lamarre, of 





Montreal. 

By the Honourable Mr. Moffatt,--The Petition of Stster E. ves 
dite M'Mullen, Supertor, and other Ladies, the Religious the Sisters 
of Charity of the General Hospital of Montreal (Soeurs Grises.) 

By Mr. Scott,--The Petition of the Reverend Messire Ducharme and 
others, of Ste. Therese and other Partshes, tn the County of Terre- 
bonne; and the Petition of the Reverend Edward G. Sutton and others, 
members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in the Diocese 
of Quebec. 

By Mr. Roblin,--The Petition of Robert Riddell, Esquire, and 
others, of the District of Talbot. 

By Mr. Ermatinger , --The Petition of W. F. Wallace, Esquire, Chatr- 
man of a Meeting of the tnhabitants of Bay ham am and the adjoining Town- 
ships in the Distriet of London. 
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By Mr. Dickson,--The Petitton of John Claus and W. Claus, of 
Niagara; and the Petition of Edmund Riselay, Esquire, and others, of 
the District of Niagara. 

By Mr. Hale,--The Petition of George W. Brooks, Esqutre, and others, 
of the Town of Sherbrooke and tts vicintty. 

















Winter Roads An Engrossed Bill, to repeal two certain 
Bilt. Ordinances theretn menttoned, relating to Winter 


a 
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Roads, tn that part of the Province heretofore Lower Canada, tn so far 
as regards the District of Quebec, the District of Gaspé , and that 
part of the District of Three Rivers whitch ts or was tn the Municipal 
District of Portneuf, was read for the third time. 


Resolved, That the Btll do pass. 





Ordered, That Mr. Laurin do carry the satd Btll to the Legtslative 
Counetl, and destre thetr concurrence. 


Agricul tural An Engrossed Bill, to amend the Act for the 
Soetettes Bill. encouragement of Agrtculture, by the establtsh- 
(Leeces ment of Agricultural Soctettes tn Lower Canada, 


was read for the third time. 
Mr. Lantter moved, seconded by Mr. Méthot, that the following 
Engrossed Ryder be added to the satd Btll, and do make part thereof:-- 


Ryder. "And be tt enacted, That after the passing of 
thts Act, the place or places where the exhtbt- 
tions are to be held, and the ttme for holdtng them, shall be deter- 
mined by a majortty of the Office Bearers and Committee, instead of 
by the President as heretofore." 
The satd Ryder betng thrice read, and the question of Concurrence 
being put thereon, tt was agreed to by the House. 


Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That Mr. Watts do carry the satd Bill to the Legislative 
Couneitl, and destre their Concurrence. 


Pettittons read. Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the follow- 
tng Petitions were read:-- 

Of Frangots X. Lambert and others, from near Lake Mandeville, in 
the District of Three Rivers; praying for an atid to enable them to 
make a Road. 

Of Charles Emond, Esqutre, Prestdent, and others, Admintstrators of 
the Academy of Berthter, in the District of Montreal; praying for 
a Grant of Money for the satd tnstttuttion. 

Of the Reverend M. M'Donagh of Perth, in the District of Bathurst; 
praying that a certatn part of a Street in the satd Town, may be 
granted to the Catholie Congregation, for the purpose of erecting 
a Chapel thereon. 

Of John A. Gemmtll and others, of the District of Bathurst; 
praying for atd to construct a Road from Brockville, to tntersect 
a road from Bytown to Pembroke. 

Of Willtam Bowes, of the 5th Coneesston of the Townshtp of Ram- 
say, tn the District of Bathurst; praying to be tndemntfted for cer- 
tatn expenses tneurred by him tn the erection of a Sehool House. 

Of John Ritehtie and others, Trustees of the Bapttst Church of 
Perth, in the County of Lanark; praying that thetr titles to a cer- 
tain piece of Land in the said Town, for the benefit of the said 
Church, may be legalized by an Act of the Legtslature. 
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Of Caleb Hopkins, Esquire, and others, of Hamilton and of Trafal- 
gar, and other Townships in the District of Gore; praying for atd to 
Plank the main road leading from Hamilton to the termtnatton of the 
Macadamized road from the City of Toronto. 

Of Joseph Ireland and others, of the Township of Nelson, in the 
Distrtet of Gore; praying for the tmprovement of the Dundas street, 
from the eastern boundary of the Gore District to the Town of Hamtl- 
ton. 
~ Of J. P. Gage and others, of the Townships of Nelson and Salt- 
fleet, tn the District of Gore; praying for the construction of a 
Swing Bridge or Ferry over the Burlington Bay Canal. 

Of Abraham Schooley and others, of the Township of Humberstone, 
in the District of Niagara; and of John Graybill, Esquire, and others, 


of the Township of Watnfleet, in the District of Niagara; praying that 


the Distrtet Town may be removed to Port Robinson. 

Of the Reverend Henry Wilkes, A.M., and other Ministers of the 
Gospel, constituting the Mintstertal Assoetation of the City of 
Montreal; praying that the Act 3 and 4 Vict. cap. 78, relating to 
Clergy Reserves, may be strtetly adhered to. 

Of S. Jones and others, members of the United Church of England 
and Ireland, tn the Diocese of Quebec; and of the Reverend Willtam 
Dawes and others, members of the United Church of England and Ireland 
in the Diocese of Quebec; praytng that measures may be adopted for 
vesting tn the Church Soctety of the Diocese of Quebec, for the bene- 
ftt of the satd Chureh, such a portton of the Clergy Reserve Lands 
as shall correspond with thetr share of the funds artsing from the 
same. 

Of Robert Fleming Gourlay; setting forth:--That, in the case of 
your Petittoner, a Report was submitted to your Honourable House, 
September 11, 1841, as follows:-- 

"Report of Select Committee, to whom was referred the Petttion 
of Robert F. Gourlay, Esquire, have the honour to report:-- 

Your Committee having investigated the Petition, and examined 
wttnesses tn relatton to the same, and procured affidavits from per- 
sons cognizant of the matters and allegations contained therein, find 
the following facets fully proven. 

"The Petitioner, Mr. Gourlay, first visited Canada in the year 
1817, where he had aequtred property by marrtage, and also by pur- 
chase; and commenced stattstical enquirtes into the capabtlittes of 
the Provinee; tn the course of which he became aware of the existence 
of vartous abuses. He then proposed that a Commtsston should be ap- 
potnted to proceed to Great Britain, to have these abuses rectified; 
and held publte meetings for that purpose, accounts of the proceed- 
ings of whieh were publtshed tn a pamphlet, whtch was generally ap- 
proved of by the people of the Province, but, by those in power, 
was constdered as having a seditious tendency; and he was, therefore, 
arrested, and put on hts trial for seditton, at Kingston; but, betng 
aequttted, he was again trted at Brockville, wtth, however, a stmilar 
result. 
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"He then had to proceed to New York, on bustness; and, on his re- 
turn, was imprisoned in the Gaol at Niagara, where ill treatment, in 
being confined in a cell for five weeks, tn the dog days, debarred from 
the sight of, or communication with his friends, his counsel, and the 
magistrates of the district, threw both his body andmind into such 
a state as to render him totally unfit to defend himself upon his trtal, 
or even to comprehend his arratgnment. The result of the trial was, 
that he was bantshed from the Province, under patn of death should he 
return; his alleged crime betng, that he neglected to qutt the country 
upon the order of a single magistrate, (two Legtslative Councillors) 
acting under an unjust construction of an unconstitutional statute, 
most tllegally exerctsed. 

"Your Committee do not think tt necessary to comment on such pro- 
ceedings. 

"From the evidence adduced, which will be found in the Appendix to 
thts Report, your Committee are of opinton, that the arrest and im- 
prisonment of the Petittoner, in Niagara, in 1819, was illegal, uncon- 
stituttonal, and without the posstbiltty of excuse or palltation: that, 
debarring him from an tntervtew with his friends or his counsel, was 
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also tllegal, unjust, and unconstitutional: that, preventing magts- 
trates of a County or District from. vtsiting the Gaol of that County 
or District, ts a vtolatton of all propriety: and, tf perststed tin, 
would lead to the most pernitctous consequences. 

"Your Comntttee are further of optnton, that hts trtal and sen- 
tence, when in a state of bodily and mental weakness, from sufferings 
whteh he had undergone, whitch prevented htm from defending himself, 
was unjust, unconstitutional, and cruel. 

"Your Commtttee cannot but express a hope, that your Honourable 
House wtll do the Pettttoner that justice, whtch has been so long 
dented him, and pass an Address to His Excellency, the Governor Gen- 
eral, declaratory of the above optntons, in order that the Crown may 
repudtate the transacttons by which the Petitioner has been persecuted 
to his rutn; and, that the Legtslature may declare hts bantshnent null 
and votd; and cause him to be compensated for the losses he has sus- 
tained by the unwarrantable exercise of authority. In the mean time, 
that some allowance be made to him to defray hts personal expenses 
whtle in attendance before the Legislature, defending the rights of 
a Brittsh subject. 

"Your Committee are in possesston of proofs, that during the rebel- 
lion, when the Petttioner was restdent in the United States, His Ex- 
cellency Str Franets Bond Head, then Lieutenant Governor of Upper 
Canada, dertved from him the most tmportant intelligence of the move- 
ments of the Brigands, then organizing for an attack on the Province. 
Thts, your Committee humbly suggest, should netther be overlooked 
nor forgotten. 

"ALL whitch ts respectfully submitted, 


"WILLIAM DUNLOP, Chairman. 
"Kingston, Septmeber 11, 1841." 
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That this Report was debated, sustained, and stood among Orders 
of the day, for further debate, till the 16th September, when tt was 
unanimously resolved, that a copy should be communicated to the Gover- 
nor General. That, three weeks afterwards, the Administrator of the 
Government caused to be patd to your Petitioner, the sum of Fifty 
Pounds, in part of expenses, tn compltance wtth the recommendation of 
your Honourable House. That your Petitioner then resolved to pro- 
ceed to England, there to lay the whole matter before the Imperial 
Parliament; and, wtth that intent, applted for Office Coptes of nec- 
essary papers, whtch he procured, all but coptes of two affidavits, 
then mtsstng. That your Petitioner went to Quebec, for embarkation, 
hoping to see the Governor General, and be assured by him that coptes 
of the satd affidavtts would be fortheoming when required, &c. But, 
finding that His Excellency would first arrive at Kingston, your Pett- 
tioner returned to that place, where, to his astonishment, he was 
served with a copy of a Report of a Committee of the Executive Coun- 
cil, withstanding the optntons of your Honourable House. And thus it 
became necessary that he should rematn tn Amertca ttll the Provinetal 
Parliament was again in Sesston. 

In the month of September, 1842, your Petttioner had a Pettttion 
presented to your Honourable House, complaining of trregulartty on 
the part of Crown Ministers, and praytng for enquiry tnto the same. 
That Petitton was referred to a Committee, which watved tts only ob- 
ject, and recommended that a Penston should be granted to your Pett- 
ttoner, "in constderatton of hts losses and sufferengs," whtch he 
could not accept, as that recommendation conflicted with the Report 
of 1841: tn fact, tt has subjected your Petitioner to unspeakable 
distress; certainly, not tntenttonally, for your Petitioner ts assured 
that it proceeded from the greatest kindness. It put an end to all 
hope of appeal of the Impertal Parliament, and furnished excuse for 
denying your Pettttoner any allowance recommended by your Honourable 
House to be made to htm "whtle defending the rights of a British sub- 
eet 

The Report of 1841 was well digested, and regularly debated. 
Never was there a questton before your Honourable House, wherein the 
dignity of the Crown was so deeply tnvolved. Never were responsible 
Mintsters so pledged to watchfulness, as when thts question was de- 
bated. If aught could be said in behalf of tll used power, then was 
the time to say tt. But, tn fact, no plea could be put tn, which 
could not instantly be repelled. Wot a word, in opposition, fell 
from Mintsters of the Crown, on that occaston. On the contrary, all 
aequtesced, at every stage; and jotned in the unanimous vote for ad- 
dressing the Governor General. 

After bustness was thus fintshed, what right had Mintsters of the 
Crown to draw up a Report in contradiction of the opinions of your 
Honourable House? Str Richard Jackson had prevtously declared to 
your Petitioner, that he would not enter on the consideration of the 
question, because "he was only tn the temporary administration of the 
Government;" and your Petitioner had never expected that he would do 
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anything of the kind. To your Petittoner, first and last, tt has ap- 
peared a result of treachery and clandestine interference: treachery 

on the part of Crown Minsters, and interference of some party tnterested 
tn the tssue. Nor can your Pettttoner imagine any subject more tmper- 
atively demanding enquiry. To him, the Report of the Committee of 

the Executive Council seems a tissue of unwarrantable assertions and 
fallactous arguments; and he believes tt was served upon him, tn the 
hope, that he would succumb or pertsh in unequal combat. 

Your Petittoner returned to Canada as a peacemaker, and for bene- 
volent objects. He was encouraged to remain, and petition the Legts- 
lature, by the unbounded kindness of the tnhabitants. Your Honourable 
House has ever manifested towards him the warmest sympathy; and, his 
saddest reflection ts, that stern duty has held him up as regardless 
and ungrateful. Indeed, duty to the rights and respectability of your 
Honourable House has thrust him tnto this cruel dilemma. 

Sinee 1841, your Petittoner, though labouring under every disadvan- 
tage, has never, for a moment, relaxed exertions tn this great cause-- 
the cause of truth and justice--which ts equally yours and his; a 
cause which must now or never be determined, as he ts fast sinking 
beneath age and inftrmity. 

In 1842 your Committee pleaded want of time for a full discussion 
of the subject. Now, there ts need of no such plea: now, your Honour- 
able House can investigate every ctrcunmstance: wtthstand every as- 
sault, and arrive at a satisfactory end. 

Your Petittoner has no doubt whatever, that your Honourable House 
can sustain the Report of 1841, against that of the Executive Council; 
and, that oppostng forces may be vtewed at once, he wtll annex hereto 
a copy of that Report. 

He now entreats, that the whole of these premtses may be taken 
tnto the sertous constderation of your Honourable House. 


Copy of a Report of a Committee of the Frecuttve Counetl, of 
the 10th December, 1841, and approved by His Excellency 
the Admintstrator of the Government, tn Counctl, on 13th 
December, on the applteatton of Mr. Robert F. Gourlay. 

The Commtttee of Counctl, in obedience to your Excelleney's com- 
mands, have constdered the appltcation of Mr. Robert F. Gourlay, pray- 
tng to be tnformed, what he has to expect from the Executive Govern- 
ment, tn consequence of an Address of the Honourable the Legtslative 
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Assembly, founded upon a Report of a Select Committee of that Honour- 
able House, of which the following ts an extract:--"Your Committee 


cannot but express a hope, that your Honourable House will do the 
Pettittoner that justice whitch has been so long dented him, and pass 
an Address to His Excellency the Governor General, declaratory of the 
above opintons, tn order that the Crown may repudiate the transactton 
by whteh the Petittoner has been persecuted to hts ruin, and that the 
Legislature may declare hts sentence of banishment null and void, and 
cause him to be compensated for the losses he has sustatned by the 
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unwarrantable exercise of authority: and, tn the mean time, that some 
allowanee be made to him, to defray his personal expenses, while in 
attendance before the Legislature, defending the rights of a British 
subject." 

The wrong complained of by Mr. Gourlay, appears to have originated 
in an Act of the Provinetal Parltament, passed in the year 1804, en- 
titled, "An Act for the better securing thts Province against all 
seditious attempts, or destgns, to disturb the tranquillity thereof." 

Thts Act authorized the Governor, Lteutenant-Governor, or person 
administering the Government of the Provinee, the members of the Legts- 
Lative and Executive Councils, the Judges of the Court of King's Bench, 
or other persons authorized tn that behalf, by warrant, to arrest any 
person or persons, not having been an inhabttant or inhabitants of the 
Province, for the space of six months next preceding the date of such 
warrant, and not having taken the oath of allegtance, who, by words, 
actions, or other behaviour or conduct, hath or have endeavoured, or 
hath or have given just cause to suspect, that he, she, or they, ts, 
or are, about to endeavour, to altenate the minds of His Majesty's 
subjects of the said Province, from hts person, or hts Government, or, 
in any ways, with a sedtttous tntent,. to disturb the tranquillity 
thereof, and, upon such arrest, and upon examinatton, to order such 
person to leave the Province. 

The same Act provides, "that, upon any such person being found at 
Large wtthtn the Province, without licence to return, granted by the 
Government, he should be committed, without batl, until released by 
the Government, or be delivered by the Court of Oyer and Terminer, 
tn due course of law. And, that he should be liable to tmpri sonment 
and banishment, from which banishment, tf he should again return, 
without license, he should be liable to suffer death as a felon." 

Thts Act has been long stnce repealed, in the optnton of the Com- 
mittee most wisely. and properly, by the Legislature; but, in the con- 
sideration of the present questton, the Committee feel bound to look 
to the law as tt stood at the time of the events complatned of. 

It appears, that Mr. Gourlay, upon tnformatton gtven upon oath, 
by a member of the House of Assembly, was arrested, and brought before 
two members of the Legtslattve Counctl, upon a charge of having en- 
deavoured, by words, actions, and behavtour, to altenate the minds of 
Hts Majesty's subjects from the King's person and Government, and to 
ratse a rebellion against the King's Government, in the Province; and, 
not betng able to gtve full and complete sattsfaction to the gentle- 
men who tssued the warrant, on these points, he was ordered, by them, 
to quit the Province wtthin a ttme limited. 

Mr. Gourlay chose to dtsregard the order thus gtven, and, by hts 
dtsobedience rendered himself ltable to the penalties of the Act: and 
being found at large withtn the Province; contrary to tts provisions, 
he was arrested, tried, and convicted, upon the statute; and sentenced 
to be imprtsoned and banished. Mr. Gourlay now claims redress, and 
ts destrous to know the intentions of the Executive Government res- 
peeting hts case. 
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It appears, that, tn accordance wtth one part of the Address, 
your Excellency has directed a payment to Mr. Gourlay of fifty pounds. 

It ts further requtred by the Address, that the Government should 
repudtate the transactton. 

The proceeding against Mr. Gourlay does not appear to have been 
an act of the Executive Government, but of a trtbunal exercising extra- 
ordinary and extenstve power, and having the wildest discretion as 
to the mode in whitch it should be used. In assenting to the repeal 
of the Act ttslef, the Government has already expressed its opinion, 
tn the strongest manner, against the continuance of such arbitrary 
power tn any person, or body of persons; but, the Commtttee do not 
see how the disavowal of the act of persons over whitch the present 
Government of the Provinee had no control, can, tn any wise, help Mr. 
Gourlay's case. 

If the legaltty of the proceeding be called in question, on the 
ground that the statute was not tntended to apply to British subjects, 
a reference to the Act ttself wtll shew that actual residence in the 
Provinee, and the taking the oath of allegtance, were the necessary 
qualtfitcattons which would exempt any person from the operatton of 
the law. The betng a natural born subject of the Crown does not enter 
into the questton. 

On looking to the history of the time when the Act was passed, 
only a few years after the suppresston of a formidable rebellion in 
Ireland, and almost immediately after an attempt of the same nature 
tn the same country, and at a pertod when the war of the French 
revolution was raging, a contest of prinetple by which all men's minds 
were more or less agttated, tt ts not extraordinary that such a mea- 
sure should have been entertatned in a distant, and then weak portton 
of the emptre. There ts no good reason to suppose that tt was not tn- 
tended to operate against Brittsh subjects, quite as stringently as 
against Foretgners; and the power summarily to prevent even Brittsh 
subjects from settling in British Colontes, and ordering them to de- 
part therefrom, was not so unprecedented as to found an argument on 
the tmposstbiltty of the Upper Canadian Legislature meantng to extend 
the provtstons of the law to all persons, whose presence tn the Pro- 
vinee appeared to be dangerous to tts peace, and who came within the 
strtct letter of the Act. There is no ground to questton the power 
of the Legtslature to pass such an Act; and the repudtatton of the 
proceedings under it, as tllegal, would, without benefitting Mr. 
Gourlay, have the effeet of a declaratton purporting to make invalid 
what was, nevertheless, mantfestly legal, however harshly the law may 
have operated against the appltecant for redress. 

If the statute of the Provinetal Parliament be admitted to be 
valtd, tt will be seen that the wildest power and discretion were given 
to those who were to act under tt. 

It appears not to have been necessary for the procurement of an 
order to leave the Province, to state or prove any posttive overt 
aets of sedition or treason, to produce a general impresston from a 
person's act or general deportment. Even "amounting to suspicion," 
was all that was necessary, and the law appears to have been so far 
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complted with. A satisfactory enquiry into the grounds for the pro- 
ceeding, would, at thts day, tf practicable, tend to no good purpose. 
Mr. Gourlay suffered for direct disobedience to the law, as tt stood. 
He could not legally have been acquitted by any jury, for such dtsobe- 
dienee; and no regret that such a law should have existed, or, that 
it should have been used with severtty against him, and no commisera- 
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tion for his sufferings, will authortze the admission of the dangerous 
and destructive prinetple, that tndivtduals are to judge for them- 
selves, and, wtth timpuntty, act in defiance of the posttive law of 
the land. 

Mr. Gourlay appears, legally, to be tn a position requiring pro- 
teetton from the sentence passed upon him, as to tts future operation. 
The Committee belteve that he might, at any time, stnce the repeal of 
the Aet tn question, have procured this protection by means of a par- 
don, under the great seal, and there ts no good reason why, tf he 
wishes tt, he should not be granted a pardon now. But, he further 
seeks pecuntary tndemntty, for what he constders an tllegal prosecu- 
tton and conviction, whitch cannot be. granted tn the shape he requires 
tt, unless tt can be shewn that the prosecutton and conviction were 
really tllegal. 

Before any grant of indemnity can be made to Mr. Gourlay, it ts 
necessary that the matter should be brought under the consideration 
of the Legislative Assembly by the Government. It ts not the tnten- 
tion of the Commtttee of Counetl to advise a ltmttation of the ltabtl- 
tty of the Legislative Assembly, by withholding from tt an opportunity 
of granting a sum of money, whitch would relieve Mr. Gourlay, to any 
moderate extent; but tt would be unjust to him, were he to be permitted 
to rematn under the impresston that the Government recognized the tl- 
legality of the sentence pronounced against him, or ltabtltty of the 
publte funds to tndemntfy him, as a matter of right, agatnst the con- 
sequences of hts own deltberate infringement of the law of the Pro- 
vinee. 

Certifted, 
(Signed, ) ie eH ER SE Ce 


Of Janes W. Sharrard and others, of Pickering and other Town- 
shtps, tn the Home District; praying that the mintsters of the deno- 
minatton called "Christians," may be allowed to celebrate marrtage 
on the same condtttons as the mintsters of other Reltgtous denomina- 
tions. 

Of the Reverend John A. Murlock and others, members of the United 
Church of England and Ireland, tn the Tbwnships of Tiny and Tay, in 
the District of Simcoe, tn the Diocese of Toronto; praying that mea- 
sures may be adopted for vesting in the Church Soctety of the Diocese 
of Toronto, for the beneftt of the satd Church, such a portion of 
the Clergy Reserve Lands as shall correspond wtth thetr share of the 
tneome artsing from the same. 

Of Mrs. Catherine M'Lennan, widow of Hugh M'Lennan, late Door- 
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keeper to the Legislative Assembly; praying for a Penston, tn consid- 
eration of the services of her late husband. 

Of Mrs. Julta Bell, of the Ctty of Toronto, widow of the late 
AEneas Bell; praying remuneration for certain services performed by 
her satd late husband. 





Pettttons Resolved, That the Petition of Caleb Hopkins, 
referred: Esquire, and others, of Hamtlton and of Tra- 
falgar and other Twonshtps, in the District 
Of Caleb Hop- of Gore, be referred to a Select Committee, 
kins, Esqutre, composed of Mr. Chalmers, Mr. Webster, and 
et al. Mr. Duggan, to examine the contents thereof, 


and to report thereon wtth all conventent 
speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 





J. Ireland, Ordered, That the Petttton of Joseph Ireland and 
er aL. others, of the Townshtp of Nelson, in the 
Distrtct of Gore, be referred to the satd 
Committee. 
Rev. H. Wilkes Ordered, That the Petition of the Reverend Henry 
et al. Wilkes and other ministers of the Gospel, 
constituting the Ministertal Assoctatton of 
J. Marshall, the City of Montreal; the Petition of John 
Sentor, et al. Marshall, Sentor, and others, of the County 


of Halton; and the Petttton of Francts Small 
and others, of the County of Halton, be referred to the Select Com- 
mittee, to whitch was referred the Petition of George Roe and others, 
of the County of Russell. 








Bronté Har- Ordered, That the Petttion of the President, 

bour Company. Dtrectors, and Company of the Bronté Har- 
bour ; and the Petttton of John Burwell, 

J. Burwell, Esqutre, of Port Burwell, (relating to a 

Esqutre. eontemplated Ratlroad,) be referred to the 
Standing Committee on Private Bills. 

J. Dtekson, Ordered, That the Petttton of James Dickson 

etal. and others, of the Banlteue of the Town of 


Three Rivers, be referred to the Select Com- 
mittee to whtch was referred the Petttion of the Munictpal Counetl 


of Hochelaga. 








Member added. Ordered, That Mr. Desaunter be added to the satd 
Committee. 

John Lamb, Ordered, That the Petttton of John Lamb and 

Beals others, tnhabitants of the Township of War- 
wtek; and the Petition of Wtlltam Dixon and 

W. Dtxon, others, tnhabitants of the Township of War- 

2b lal. wiek, be referred to the Select Committee 





to which was referred the Petitton of the 
Chureh Soctety of the Dtocese of Toronto, and other references. 
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Muntetpal Ordered, That the Petition of the Munietpal 
Council, Council of the District of Niagara (relating 
(Niagara. ) to the mode of Assessment,) be referred to 


the Committee of the whole House, on the Bill 
to regulate Assessments, and the appointment of Collectors and Asses- 
sors tn Upper Canada. 


J. W. Sharrard, Resolved, That the Petttion of James W. Sharrard 
CEL: and others, of Pickering and other Townshtps 


tn the Home District, be referred to a Sel- 
ect Committee, composed of Mr. Willtams, Mr. Petrie, Mr. Chalmers, Mr. 
Thompson, and Mr. Meyers, to examine the contents thereof, and to re- 
port thereon wtth all conventent speed; with power to send for per- 


sons, papers, and records. 





G. _S. Alton, Resolved, That the Petitton of George S. Alton 
oe us and others, of the Townshtp of Nelson, in 


the Distrtet of Gore, be referred to a 
Select Committee, composed of Mr. Chalmers, Mr. Williams, Mr. Meyers, 
Mr. Seymour, and Mr. Cummings, to examine the contents thereof, and 
to report thereon with all conventent speed; with power to send for 
persons, papers, and records. 


Report on Pe- Mr. Smtth of Wentworth, from the Select Com- 





tition.of, Ra dd. mittee, to which was referred the Petttion of 
Hamilton, et al. Robert Jarvts Hamilton, Esqutre, and others, in- 


habttants of the Town of Hamilton, and of the 
Towunshtp of Barton, tn the District of Gore, presented to the House 
the Report of the satd Commtttee, whitch was agatn read at the Clerk's 
table, and ts as followeth:-- 

Your Committee have constdered the Petttton, whitch prays that the 
the Conecesston Line between Lots numbers 14 in the Third, and 14 tn 
the Fourth Coneesstons of Barton, may be conveyed to Robert Jarvis 
Hamilton, Esqutre, in lteu of a portion of land granted by him, for 
the constructton of a road across Lots 13 and 14 in the Thtrd Conces- 
ston. Your Committee have ascertained that the Municipal Counctl of 
the Gore District passed a By-law, authorizing the conveyance of the 
portton of the Concesston Line in questton to Mr. Hamilton; and also, 
that the Petittoner has complted with the Rules of Your Honourable 
House tn regard to the publtcation of notice of the present appltca- 
tton; they therefore beg leave to recommend that the prayer of the 
Petttton be granted. 


Barton Con- Ordered, That Mr. Smtth of Wentworth, have leave 
eesston Con- to bring tn a Bill to convey a part of the Con- 
veyanee Bill. (80) 


cesston Line between the Third and Fourth Conecesstons of the Township 
of Barton, in the Gore Distrtet, to Robert Jarvis Hamilton. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Wednesday next. 
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Report on Mr. Roblin, from the Standing Committee on 
Contingencies. Contingenctes, presented to the House the First 


Report of the said Committee, whtch was agatn 
read at the Clerk's table, and ts as followeth:-- 

Your Committee have tn part proceeded wtth the examtnatton of the 
aecount current, for disbursements of Contingencies, since the 16th 
December 1844, up to the 2d April, 1846, as latd before them by the 
Clerk;--the balance tn favour of the House at the last date, as ap- 
pears by the account current, having been expended, the Committee re- 
commend that the sum of Five Thousand Pounds, for payment in part of 
Contingenetes durtng the present Session be advanced to the Clerk for 
that purpose. 


Ordered, That the satd Report be comnttted to a Committee of the whole 
House on Monday next. 


Private Bills. The Honourable Mr. Mortn from the Standing 

Commtttee on Private Bills, presented to the 
House the Fourth Report of the satd Committee, which was again read 
Ge the Clerks table,.and. as ae followeth: 





Dempsey 's Re- Your Committee have gone through the Bill to 
ltef Bill. authorize the Courts of Queen's Bench, and of 


Chaneery, in Upper Canada, in thetr discretion, 
to admit John W. Dempsey to practtse as an Attorney and Soltettor 
theretn, and have made several amendments thereto, whtch they submit 
to your Honourable House. 





Time for re- On motton of the Honourable Mr. Morin, sec- 
cetving Re- onded by Mr. Méthot, 

ports, &., on Ordered, That the time for recetving Private Bills 
Private Bills be extended to Saturday, the etghteenth day 
Extended. of Aprtl tnstant, inelustvely. 


Ordered, That the time for recetving the Reports 
of Committees on Private Bills, be extended until Tuesday, the fifth 
day of May next, tnelustvely. 


Medtctne and Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Attorney Gen- 
Surgery Bill. eral Smith, have leave to bring tn a Btll to 


regulate the Study and Practice of Medicine, 
Surgery, and Midwifery tn thts Province. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House,1 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH introduced a bill to regulate the study of Medi- 
cine; he said it was a very important measure and trusted that as he 
had obtained the valuable assistance of hon. members of the Medical 
Profession and others in support of a similar bill last year the same 
consideration would be extended to him in the present instance; he was 
prevented by circumstances from carrying through the measure of last 
session but hoped that the bill now submitted would become law.2 


MR. BALDWIN should like to have time to communicate with some of 
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the faculty in Toronto.3 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH was willing to allow any time that the learned 
member might require; he (the Attorney General) would fix Friday next 
for the second reading and if further delay was necessary he would of 
course assent to it. 


(80) 
and the sane was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to 
be read a second time on Friday the seventeenth tnstant. 


Message from A Message from the Legislative Council, by 
Legislative John Fennings Taylor, Esquire, one of the Masters 
Council. tn Chancery. 

Mr. Speaker, 
Sites of Schools The Legislative Council have passed a Bill, 
BEL des tinttituled, "An Act to provide for vesting in 


Trustees the Sttes of Schools in that part of 
this Province called Upper Canada," to whtch they destre the coneur- 
rence of the Assembly. 


Also, 
Niagara Debt The Legislative Council have passed the Bill, 
Bully tntttuled, "An Act to repeal the Act therein men- 





ttoned, authorizing the ratstng of a sum of money 
in the District of Niagara, for the prpose of relieving the satd Dis- 
trtet from Debt," without any amendment. 


And also, 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 
Thursday, 9th April, 1846. 
Leave granted Ordered, That one of the Masters tn Chancery do 
to Assistant go down to the Legtslative Assembly, and ac- 
Clerk to attend quaint that House, that the Legtslative Coun- 
Select Committee. etl do give leave to Charles DeLéry, Esquire, 


one of thetr Clerks' asststant, to attend 

the Seleet Commtttee appotnted to enqutre tnto and report upon the 
state and condttton of the Rolls, Records, Journals, and other papers 
appertaining to the late Parliaments of Upper and Lower Canada, and 
of the Judictal Regtsters, Records, Archtves, and Papers appertatning 
to the several Courts of Justtece tn Lower Canada; and whether the same 
are kept and classed tn an orderly and systematic manner, and due pre- 
cautions taken for their safe keeping and preservation; on Saturday 
next, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, to be examined on the subject 
of the satd reference. 

And then he wtthdrew. 


Stites of Schools An Engrossed Bill from the Legislative Coun- 
Bilt « etl, tntituled, "An Act to provide for vesting in 


Trustees the Sttes of Schools in that part of 
this Province called Upper Canada," was read for the first time. 
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Mercantile Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Soltettor Gen- 
Transactions eral Sherwood have leave to bring in a Bill 
BLU: to exempt certain Mercanttle transacttons 


from the operation of the Law for the preven- 
tion of Usury. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House,? 


MR. BALDWIN was somewhat surprized (sic) to find such a measure 
coming from the Ministerial side because he well remembered that the 
President of the Council gave him (Mr. B.) his poreue ud aid in re- 
sisting a similar measure on a former occasion. 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD. - The bill was brought in entirely on his 
own responsibility. / 


MR. BALDWIN. - It being a Government day and the bill coming for- 
ward with Ministerial prestige he was led to suppose that it had eman- 
ated from the Ministry at large; he, however, did not regret that he 
was mistaken; it gave him hope that the venerable President of the 
Council would again assist him in his efforts to resist the measure 
or, should the learned member prefer to take the lead, he (Mr. B.) 
would become his humble follower .8 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER had not yet read the bill, but it was 
quite possible that the hon. and learned member and himself might 
act together on the present as they did on a former occasion.? 


(80) 
and the same was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered 
to be read a second time on Friday the seventeenth instant. 


Toronto and Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Solicitor Gen- 
Lake Huron eral Sherwood have leave to bring ina Bill 
Rattlroad Bill. to amend an Act passed tn the 8th year of Her 


Majesty's Retgn, intttuled, "An Act to amend 
an Act passed tn the stxth year of the Retgn of His late Majesty, 
King Willtam the Fourth, entitled, "An Act to tnecorporate the City 
of Toronto and Lake Huron Ratlroad Company." 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Thursday the stxteenth instant. 





Petition of The Honourable Mr. Solicttor General Sherwood 
Church So- moved, seconded by Mr. Boulton, that the Select 
etety. Committee, to whtech was referred the Petttton of 


the Church Soctety of the Dtocese of Toronto, 
and other references; and the Select Committee, to whitch was referred 
the Petition of George Roe and others, of the County of Russell, and 
other references; be severally dtssolved, and that this House do now 
proceed to name a Committee, conststing of five Members , to whtch the 
subject matter of the said Petitions shall be referred. 0 
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The hon. member, MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD, observed there were then 
two committees appointed by the House to examine and report on that 
subject. He (Mr. S.) considered this was contrary to English prece- 
dent. His object was to have one committee appointed by all parties, 
who would thoroughly examine the whole matter and make such a report 
as would guide the House in their decision on that important ques- 
tion.11 


MR. BALDWIN would resist the motion. He (Mr. B.) would not say 
that there was precedent for the appointment of two committees on 
the same subject, but he considered that it was quite proper that there 
should be, when petitions were presented praying for exactly opposite 
measures. The rule was that no person who had expressed himself 
against a measure should be appointed on the Committee to examine 
that measure, - on the same principle as it was said that a child 
should not be placed in the hands of a nurse that cared not for it. 
A large proportion of that House, even on the Government side, were 
opposed to the measure prayed for by the Church Society, and he (Mr. 
B.) would not be a good nurse to it, as he desired to strangle it, 
and dash out its brains. If, therefore, petitions ask for diametri- 
cally opposite things there must be different committees, to whom 
they should be referred; but he (Mr. B.) did not see that any, good 
object would be gained by referring these petitions to a committee. ... 
If the object was to investigate facts, then undoubtedly it was ex- 
pedient to do so, but not in such cases as the one before them. 
Investigation in this matter could do no good, because if any action 
was taken thereon it must spring from the Legislature, though these 
petitions were useful in a statistical point of view as shewing upon 
what point public opinion was concentrated!3, and as such similar 
petitions were regarded in England. In that country they never thought 
it necessary to refer petitions on the great questions of the day to 
any cemmittee (sic). It was an exceedingly inconvenint (sic) prac- 
tice of referring almost every petition to a committee.14 He ob- 
jected to ((a)) joint Committee because Members must be introduced 
into it inimical to one or other of the petitions. And it was of no 
use to appoint two Committees one to report against the other. 


MR. CHALMERS was very much pleased with the observations from the 
talented and consistent member for the North Riding of York - (Mr. 
Baldwin); and he (Mr. C.) perfectly concurred in them all. He (Mr. 
C.) would tell the Sol. Gen. that if he was aware of the public feel- 
ing in the country he woudl never dare to attempt to interfere with 
the present arrangement. If they should consent to vest these lands 
in the various ecclesiastical bodies, they would be branded with 
eternal infamy. 


MR. AYLWIN differed with the hon. member for the North Riding of 
York. He (Mr. A.) considered that the answer given that day by the 
Atty. Gen. on that subject showed the necessity of investigation. 

It appeared to him extraordinary that hon. members could not approach 
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that subject calmly and dispassionately, discarding the popular cla- 
mour that had been raised respecting it. He (Mr. A.) did not think 

it ought to be a Government measure for it was a matter the Provincial 
Legislature, could not touch, relating, as it did, to an Imperial 
Act.1’ The Imperial Parliament was alone competent to alter the dis- 
position of those lands.18 He (Mr A.) knew very little about Upper 
Canada. His official duties obliged him very unwillingly, for a 

short time to reside in Kingston, and he was never higher up the coun- 
try than Belleville; he was not, therefore, acquainted with the feel- 
ings of that part of the Province on that subject. Disputes in L. C. 
have been hitherto entirely of a political nature - one race had 

been set in opposition to another; but they had never been cursed 
with religious disputes, and he hoped that they were not now to be 
introduced among them. Why could they not all give and take? He 

(Mr. A.) wished to give all denominations their just rights - to place 
them upon a perfect equality - and to make a fair division of the Cler- 
gy lands.19 In the course of his remarks the hon. gentleman read an 
extract from the Montreal Register, bearing the names of respectable 
clergymen29, He (Mr. A.) was sorry to see ... ((this)) statement ... 
signed by certain reverend gentlemen with whom he was unacquainted, 
and whose labours on behalf of education were evinced in the splendid 
college in St. Antoine Suburbs, in this city, to which he would be 
very happy to lend his aid to obtain Parliamentary assistance, as he 
had done to Victoria College. It was said2! that this division was 
intended for the aggrandizement of one sect22, ((for whom)) the pos- 
session of these lands would form a splendid endowment ... at the 
public expense, and ((that)) there is great reason to fear that the 
endowed Church would soon seek to be established. He (Mr. A.) thought 
that these assertions were perfectly unfounded23, and it really was 
painful to see such false reports promulgated with the sanction of 
such names. The Imperial Act had settled that the revenue of these 
lands should be divided in certain proportions among all denomination 
(sic) of Christians, inclusive of Roman Catholics.2 Could any one 
fear an established Church, or that priestcraft would ever prevail in 
that Province?2) 


No - yes. 26 


MR. AYLWIN ((continued:)) This was not the day to be afraid of 
it, nor did he believe that it was to be feared in North America. 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD said, it had been imputed to him by the 
hon. member opposite, (Mr. Baldwin) that his object was to obtain 
a report favourable to his view of the subject upon which the House 
had been petitioned. It was neither correct nor Parliamentary to 
attribute such a motive to him. He certainly would be pleased at a 
report favourable to the clergy, being made; but it was wrong to say 
of him, that that was his only reason for pressing the motion. What 
he desired was that a Committee should be selected from the whole 
House, by which a careful enquiry would be made, and some one report 
furnished, and not that they should imitate the abominable practice 
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in the neighbouring States, of having a majority and a minority re- 
port. It was known to that House that the Clergy Reserves was a ques- 
tion of long standing, and one out of which had arisen a great deal 
of difficulty and contention. When the union of the provinces first 
took place it was enacted by the Constitutional Act, that a certain 
portion of the land in Upper Canada was set ... apart for the Protes- 
tant clergy. The clergy of the Church of England contended that this 
provision was meant alone for them. He (the Sol. General) never 
joined in that demand, but was always of opinion that the law referred 
to the Protestant clergy generally. The dispute, however, went on 
from year to year, until at length, in the first Session of Lord 
Sydenham's Parliament in Upper Canada, a bill was introduced by his 
learned friend the present Atty. Gen. West, for the settlement of 

the question. The bill did not become law, but it was soon after- 
wards made the basis of an Imperial Act, by which the Reserves were 
divided amongs (sic) all the religious denominations, not even ex- 
cepting the Catholics. According to this law, then, the clergy of 
the Church of England find that they have an acknowledged right to a 
certain portion of these lands; but it also happens that under an ar- 
rangement, by which the government is bound to sell the lands, the 
proceeds are being greatly reduced. The government sent persons about 
to value the different lots, and the expense attending this and the 
other proceedings necessary, amounts to not less than 40 per cent. 
They (the clergy) finding then that the munificent endowment of Eng- 
land is being frittered away, came to that House to ask that they 
themselves might obtain the charge of it, in order that by economical 
management it may be rendered a real, and not a nominal, benefit. 

And in asking this, they also express their willingness to bind them- 
selves, if it were thought necessary, to dispose of all the lands 

in a given time, say four or five years; and they are further willing 
that present occupants should have the right of pre-emption. This 

is the reasonable request of the Church of England, not alone for 
herself, but for Catholics, Methodists, Presbyterians, &c. She is 
desirous that all should have the full benefit of what the Act en- 
titles them to. The hon. member again deprecated as anomalous the 
plan of two committees, and urged, as before, that they should be 
broken up, and one general committee appointed. But should the House 
not agree with him, he was willing to go on. His great object was 

to preserve order, and, therefore, was he anxious to avoid the con- 
fusion of two committees. 


MR. BALDWIN. - The question should, properly, not go to a commit- 
tee at all.29 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD would beg the hon. gentleman's pardon. The 
appointment of a committee was the right course. It had been said 
that it ought to have been a Government measure; the Government had 
nothing to do with it; they found a statute settling the matter and 
were willing to leave it to those interested to seek a change or not. 
Some of the parties so concerned have, then, applied to have their 
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share placed under their own controul in order to prevent its being 
eaten up under the present arrangement; it was to apply to the Imper- 
ial Government to set that arrangement aside that he (the Sol. Gen.) 
was desirous, and he saw no reason against such a course, except per- 
haps a mere frivolous jealousy of the Church of England. He (the Sol. 
Gen.) was delighted with the liberal sentiments expressed by the hon. 
and learned member for Quebec, and he trusted that other hon. members 
who usually acted with that gentleman participated in his views of 
the present question; he trusted that the Roman Catholic members of 
the House would sustain him in undertaking to obtain a right that 

was felt to be so beneficial in their own Church, and which merely 
went to secure to the clergy of the Church of England an advantage 
that was given on the face of the statute, 30 


MR. CAMERON - The subject of the Clergy Reserves had for years ag- 
itated the Province, and it was an outcry against liberal men, that 
they made it a political hobby, and that they never desired a settle- 
ment of it, and altho, the House of Assembly year after year expressed 
unanimous opinions against appropriating one-seventh of the Province 
to the support of one or more churches, yet, during the administra- 
tion of Sir George Arthur, by means, influence and representations, 
he would not now allude to, the question was referred to the imperial 
authorities, and although on a census obtained by fraud and deception, 
and utterly false as to several bodies in this province, an appropria- 
tion even then inconsistent with their own decision given by the 
judges, was made, yet he (Mr. C.) was one of those who desired to ac- 
quiesce in it and for the sake of peace, wished never to hear of it 
again. But who are the agitators now? Who got up petitions at Tor- 
onto, and sent them to every rectory and congregation in the Province? 
Who, he said, would subvert the Imperial statute, impeach even a 
tory Commissioner of Crown Lands, and heap charges against Govern- 
ment. And he (Mr. C.) must add that the statements out of doors, and 
the arguments used here are altogether apart from the fact, and evi- 
dently have some other object in view than that which is pretended 
to actuate the movers. It is pretended that the expenses of the 
Crown Land office for the sale of these lands amount to 40 percent, 
and that great abuses exist, and under valuations by the Agents. Now 
had any hungry radical made this direct and serious attack on the 
Government, he (Mr. C.) should not have wondered, and he would have 
been attacked on all hands as a factious and troublesome man. But 
for the Sol. Gen. (West) to make such an attack, was quite unparal- 
leled. He (Mr. C.) would like to know from the Commissioner of Crown 
Lands if his department charges the Clergy Reserve funds 40 per cent 
for sales.31 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU - Explained that 40 per cent of the 
expenses of the office was charged to the fund, and that was relieved 
by an amount varying from 25 to 40 on the purchaser .32 


MR. CAMERON - He should like to be informed what per centage 
that is on sales.33 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU - Was not prepared to explain.34 
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MR. CAMERON - then said he did not suppose it was 7 per cent in 
all cases. The appointment of independent men, one of whom was an 
episcopalian, to value the reserves, he had always looked upon as one 
of the best acts of the late Administration, and those who know the 
difficulties that existed in determining the rights of squatters, the 
conflicting claims of four or five parties to the same land and the 
falsehoods, yes, even perjuries that were committed to secure titles 
would at once admit that there was no other way of getting at the 
truth but by personal visitation, and his opinion was the lands were 
valued high enough —- he was perfectly willing to make any alterations 
or amendments in the management that might secure to the Church all 
they were entitled to, but he would never consent to give these lands 
over to the management of different religious bodies; there was trou- 
ble enough now, and the sales were interrupted, but if the gentlemen 
on the Treasury benches knew the feelings of the inhabitants of Can- 
ada West on this subject, they would hardly propose in addition to 
hand over the settlers to different Soulless Corporations, which 
would have one office at Quebec, one at Three Rivers, another at 
Sandwich, and one at Gaspé as well as every intermediate place where 
a sect had a footing. He (Mr. C.) warned them to let the act of the 
Imperial Government take its course, let the land be sold and the 
different churches get the proceeds in strict accordance thereto; he 
was of opinion that the present motion would ont result in a party 
report that would involve further difficulties.3 


MR. ROBINSON was in favour of the appointment of a new Committee, 36 


MR. WILLIAMS - He thought it desirable that the Committee should 
be appointed by the House, if it was in accordance with parliamentary 
practice. He had no objection to give the lands over to the Ecclesias- 
tical Corporations, provided the objections from the other side were 
fairly met, and these objections must be entertained, for many of them 
were valid. He (Mr. W.) wished that the lands should be given over 
to the Ecclesiatical (sic) Corporations, and that a provision be 
made in the law that they should be bound to sell them by a certain 
time, in order that no vast accumulation shall remain in their hands, 
but they shall be sold in order that they may be cultivated and set- 
tled. Much had been said about these lands being too highly valued. 
No doubt much depended on the valuators. Those who disliked the 
Church, and were opposed to endowments, would value them low, where- 
as those in favor of the Church would value them too high. He (Mr. 
W.) must say that in the county which he represented, he thought the 
valuation had been fair - indeed there were many complaints that it 
was too high. 37 


MR. MURNEY - Said that the Government had received reports of 
the persons appointed to value the lands; and after twelve months 
had been allowed to them, to see if the lands had been truly valued, 
a Proclamation had been issued from Government, predicated upon this 
report, allowing the land to be sold at the valuation of the Commis- 
sioners, with ten years’ credit. And that Proclamation as the Govern- 
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ment well knew had been received with great satisfaction by the people; 
and in face of this, out comes an order stopping the sale of the lands, 
on the ground that they had been valued too low. He (Mr. M.) had 
heard many persons express their opinions about the valuation. Some 
had said that they were valued too high, and some that the valuation 
was too low; but in his county he thought they were valued about what 
they were really worth. He thought the Government bound to take that 
valuation; if they now ordered a new valuation to be made before it 
was finished, a new Administration might be in power, and it might 
order another valuation, and in this way delay the sale of the lands 
for a very long period, 38 


MR. HALL - Was opposed to the motion, because he considered it 
to be the object of the hon. and learned mover to procure a report 
favorable to his view of the question involved. He (Mr. H.) would 
vote against such a Report were it presented; he was opposed to any 
portion of the Clergy Reserves being re-invested in the hands of the 
Clergy, because it would then be impossible to divide the lands at 
all satisfactorily. There would be constant complaining of favori- 
tism. Much had been said about the expense of the present mode of 
disposing of the reserves. He (Mr. H.) would ask why not reform 
that mode? Whose fault was it that 40 per cent was exacted? And 
who suffered this loss? He had paid six dollars for the inspection 
of some Clergy land, and he apprehended that these six dollars formed 
part of the 40 per cent; and thus it would appear that it was upon 
the poor men who occupied the land, and not upon the Clergy, that 
this tax of 40 per cent fell. He (Mr. H) would repeat that he was 
opposed to such a report being obtained as that sought for by the 
Sol. General. He was opposed to the Clergy getting into their hands 
the management of the lands; and he would say that the sooner the 
question was properly settled the better. The Crown Lands Depart- 
ment with all its Clerks was still unable to do the business of the 
country, - it appeared that the more clerks they had, the worse they 
got on. He (Mr. Hall) would undertake to get three persons in 
Upper Canada who would do the business, and give more satisfaction. 39 


COL. PRINCE -— If the result of this motion was to have the effect 
of investing the lands in the Clergy, he might oppose it, but the 
object was merely to refer certain petitions from a large and res- 
pectable body of men, to a Committee selected by the House. He, as 
a Protestant, felt grieved at the divisions that existed among them, 
for the unanimity of the Catholics was their strong hold. He (Mr. 
P.) desired very much a settlement of this question, and he admired 
the spirit that the hon. member for Quebec (Mr. Aylwin) had evinced 
on this occasion. The moment a person mentions the name of Clergy 
Reserves, it excites angry feeling; it appeared to be a sort of 
Pandora's box from which sprung all sorts of disease and pestilence.40 


MR. GOWAN intended to support the motion of the Solicitor General, 
but not because he was in favour of the prayer of the Church Society. 
He (Mr. G.) wished such a committee to be named as would report ad- 
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verse to this prayer. He (Mr. G.) considered that the country was 
opposed to placing these lands in the possession of the clergy. The 
members of this House ought to remember the agitation, turmoil and 
contention that existed in Upper Canada for so many years on this 
subject, and therefore he hoped that it was not again to become the 
source of trouble - that the impression would not go abroad that the 
country was to continue blocked up by these reserves. He (Mr. G.) 1 
was of opinion that it was injudicous (sic) to allow any Ecclesiasti- 
cal body to become holders of real estate; and he did not wish to see 
any lands left to obstruct the settlement of the country, as would be 
the case from the wish of the Clergy to enhance that value.42 It was 
in opposition to our interests as the inhabitants of a new country 

to build up the clergy of any denomination. If these lands were 
given to the Church Society, they would not sell them but lease them 
out to different individuals, and thus a numerous body would become 
dependent upon this corporation. He (Mr. G.) was not desirous of 
building up in this country the landlord and tenant system; he wished 
to see every occupant of a farm the proprietor of that farm 3, He 
desired to behold "a bold peasantry, its country's pride," occupying 
their own freehold, and bequeathing their improvements to their child- 
ren.44 Thus an honest and independent yeomanry would be raised up 

in the country, and the country itself enriched, as it is well known 
that the tenant for the time being took the life blood from the land 
and made the most of it during the time he had it in his possession. 


Laughter from MR. RIDDELL. 46 


MR. GOWAN hoped the hon. member for Oxford would tell the House 
what he (Mr. R.) objected to in his (Mr. Gowan's) statements, and 
not interrupt him thus.47 


MR. RIDDELL must beg to call the attention of the hon. member 
for Leeds to the fact that when persons let farms, it was generally 
convenanted that a rotation of crops should take place, and that the 
fences should be kept up.48 


MR. GOWAN hoped the hon. member would not think them such idiots 
at (sic) not to know that. He (Mr. G.) did not think this the most 
proper time to debate this question, but he wished to give his opin- 
ions before voting on the motion, for he was afraid that they would 
be misrepresented. 


MR. MOFFATT. — When he rose before to address the House, he in- 
tended to have called its attention to the real question before it: 
it was whether it were more expedient to appoint one committee chosen 
indiscriminately from the members of the House, or two committees, to 
one of which we would refer the petitions in favor of the division of 
the Clergy Reserves, and to the other petitions against the division. 
Both the committees would, he was sure, bring in different reports. 
The present discussion was anticipating that which would properly 
come before the House when the committee had reported; indeed, the 
present discussion was anticipating the report of the committee,.20 
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MR. ROBLIN - The hon. member for Leeds had made some remarks, 
which ought to be taken into the serious consideration of all members 
of this House. He recollected the time when the Clergy Reserves was 
made a test question; he had the honor of having a seat in the Upper 
Canada Parliament, when this question was agitated both in the coun- 
try and in Parliament, and at the Hustings it was particularly the 
test question. Episcopalians were elected, and the people had then 
found out their mistake. The people of Upper Canada would be very 
wrong in electing persons who would vote for the conveyance of the 
Clergy Reserves to a corporate Church Society, which was irresponsible. 
It was said that the Radical party could not live without having the 
Clergy Reserve question or the University Bill to agitate; well, the 
question had been settled, and who now are the agitators but the jan = 
Church party, altho' in the division ((they)) got the lion's share. 1 


No, no.22 


MR. ROBLIN ((continued:)) Hon. gentlemen cry no, no, but he would 
say, yes, yes; let the petitions daily laid on the table answer who 
are the agitators. Who are now agitating the country from one end 
to the other? The Clergy Reserves had been for some time back called 
for to be placed in the market, at last on the 10th March, they were 
put up for sale; the farmers were anxious to purchase, and sold their 
wheat and other grain to effect their purchases, but now when they are 
ready to buy, the sale is stopped. In reference to the prices, he con- 
sidered that they were fair on the whole; it was true that a petition 
from 3 individuals was intrusted to him, complaining that their lots 
were valued too high. He considered that it was a very unjust course 
of procedure to stop the sales now; the expense has been incurred in 
valuing them, &c., and is that to be gone over again? He fully agreed 
with the remarks made by the member for Leeds, that every farmer 
ought to have his property in fee simple, by that means we will be 
able to raise up a bold and sturdy yeomanry. The Clergy Reserves 
must be sold, and let the Church of England have every farthing she 
is entitled to, but do not give her the lands. Mr. R. concluded by 
saying, that there had not yet been one petition praying for the divi- 
sion of the Clergy Reserves, except from the Church of Eng'd.23 


MR. MORIN spoke in French at some length. He could not believe 
it was the intention of the Episcopalian clergy to place those lands 
fairly in the market after having had them in their controul. In fact, 
all their proceedings - this year and before, and with the Legislature 
or otherwise - plainly indicated a contrary course. Dependent les- 
sees, and not freehold owners, were to be the occupants intended. - 
He suspected much that the recent stoppage of the sales of those re- 
serves had something to do with the pressure exercised in that sense. 
But there was one part of the subject which appeared entirely over- 
looked in the discussion. It was the miseries to which were subjected 
the actual settlers on all adjoining lands, and who were obliged to 
make roads across those reserves, drain them, make all ditches and 
fences without having any one to apply to for those obligations. This 
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had been severely felt in Lower Canada, independent of the value which 
those lots acquired by the labour and sweat of industrious men who 

had bought their lands, - that one-seventh had been purposely inter- 
mixed in small lots with all disposable lands. He then commented 
further on the manner in which those reserves and those formerly called 
the crown reserves had been appropriated and set apart. 


MR. PRICE. - The hon. member for Essex had gravely asked "what 
have we to do with this question;" he (Mr. P.) was surprised to hear 
such an opinion from the Mentor of the House (laughter) he thought 
the question one of vital importance to that House for although the 
motion only referred to the formation of a Committee still was it 
pregnant with the most serious consequences. The Solicitor General 
West had asked why he (Mr. Price) had cheered when he (the Solicitor 
General) was speaking, - it was because he thought that while the 
learned gentleman was describing the extravagant manner in which the 
Clergy Reserves are now managed he was casting a serious reflection 
upon the Government, they being alone answerable for that management. 
(Hear, hear.) He (Mr. P.) thought the motion before the House should 
be calmly considered; it was all important to know what kind of a 
Committee is to be struck, as from it is to emanate the decision wether 
(sic) the Reserves are to be kept in the charge of the Government with- 
out reference to demands to the contrary from any denomination of the 
Clergy, and whether the latter are to keep their hands clear from 
wordly (sic) traffic and devote themselves "without distraction" to 
the service of their master. He (Mr. P.) thought that the only way 
to dispose of the present question would be for a strong Government 
to come down to the House with a bill to settle it decidedly and for 
ever, and say, as had been said in the last session by the Attorney 
General West in reference to another memorable question "by this bill 
I stand or fall."" (Hear, hear and laughter.) It had been said that 
the Clergy Reserves were originally held to belong and did belong 
exclusively to the Church of England. He (Mr. P.) should like to in- 
form some of the members of the Lower Province of the real history 
of the question and particularly did he desire to enlighten the hon. 
member for Quebec whose knowledge of the matter was, as dark as ac- 
cording to his own admission, was his geographical acquaintance with 
U. Canada. (Laughter.) He (Mr. P.) would challenge his opponents to 
say whether the Legislature of Upper Canada until the last session 
ever passed a law endowing the Clergy with these lands. No! The 
same conclusion was always come to whether by Tory or Liberal Parl- 
iaments viz that they would not corrupt the Clergy, that they would 
allow them to go on in their holy office free from the corrupting in- 
fluence of endowments. This was ever the case till the last session 
when Lord Sydenham by means of the grossest corruption secured a ma- 
jority to pass a bill dividing the Reserves among four denominations; 
this bill passed and was sent home, but did not become law, nor had 
it, as he (Mr. P.) believed, any thing to do with the passing of the 
Clergy Reserve Act in the Imperial Legislature. He (Mr. P.) was in- 
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formed by a gentleman who was then in England that that measure was 
passed in order to secure the carrying of the Union Bill, Sir R. Peel 
requiring, at the instance of the Archbishop of Canterbury, the pass- 
ing the former measure as his price for enabling the Whigs to enact 
the latter. Neither was the division of the lands made by the Provin- 
cial Legislature, bad as it was, anything like so unjust as that 
sanctioned a) the Imperial Act. He (Mr. Price) would vote against 
the motion." ((He)) was averse to dividing these lands among Reli- 
gious denominations, he did not wish to see the Ministers of the Gos- 
pel corrupted in this way, but that their lands would be kept from 
filthy lucre. He hoped to see those lands applied to legitimate 
purposes, and the question set at rest for ever, by devoting them to 
general educational purposes. 26 The Solicitor General knew full well 
that there are religious denominations in Upper Canada who if the 
lands were sold would never receive a portion of the money, who would 
not take it. He (Mr. P.) for one would not belong to a Church that 
would receive money from the state; other churches that are named, as 
entitled to a share, would not get it for years. He (Mr. P.) was 
surprised that the hon member for Leeds would support the motion af- 
ter the eloquent speech he had made against the demands of the Clergy.°/ 
If a strong Ministry would bring a measure like that, a well matured 
measure, down to that House, it would deserve and have the pupE eee 
and confidence of that House, and the people of the country. 


MR. BOULTON - The members opposite are wonderfully patriotic on 
this subject. They were afraid that if they did not keep this and 
the University question before the country, they had no hopes of re- 
gaining power. He (Mr. B) asserted that all of the Clergy Reserves 
did belong to the Church of England, but as a portion had been taken 
from them by the Imperial Statute, he was desirous of making the most 
of what remained, and not to have them frittered away in expenses. 


MR. DUGGAN. - He felt convinced that it was far more desirable 
to have one Committee, than two which would bring in two different 
reports. He considered that the best way to settle the question was 
to dispose of the Clergy Reserves; if, however, the division of them 
was decided on, it was unfair to suppose that the right of preemption 
would not be respected by the Church Society. He considered that a 
great deal of the excitement, and objection to the division, was got 
up by politicians, for the purpose of making political capital out 
of it, or by greedy speculators, for the purpose of enriching them- 
selves when the market had been glutted. He considered that the very 
fact of the issuing of the order to stop the sale shewed that there 
was something wrong; if there are grievances, why should this House 
refuse to investigate them, by the appointment of a committee, chosen 
indiscriminately by the House. He held that it would be injustice to 
the petitioners to refuse to appoint the Committee; he would like if 
it was appointed, to have all the evidence that could be got brought 
before the Crown Land Office.60 


MR. MERRITT. - A great deal of interest is taken in these Clergy 
Reserves, while no one seems to care about the general lands of the 
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Province, which are the patrimony of the whole people. He (Mr. M.) 
had no hope that the Government will ever make these lands permanently 
useful to the Province. When the Clergy Reserves bill was before the 
upper Canadian Parliament, he (Mr. M.) had introduced a clause provid- 
ing that the proceeds of the land should be invested in the Province, 
so as to keep the capital in the country; but, in the Imperial Act, 
this provision had been altered, and it would be seen by a reference 
to the Public Accounts that a great portion was invested at 3 per 
cent, although 6 per cent might have been obtained here.6l 


(80) 
The Questton having been put upon the said motion, a dtvtston 
ensued, and the names being called for they were taken down as fol- 
loweth:-- 


YEAS. 


Boulton, Cayley, Christte, Colville, Daly, Dickson, Duggan, Erma- 


tinger, Foster, Gowan, Hale, Jessup, Johnston, LeBoutillter, Mac- 
donald of CORNWALL, Macdonell of DUNDAS, M'Connell, Meyers, Moffatt, 


Monro, Papineau, Prinee, Riddell, Robinson, Scott, Sherwood of BROCK- 
VILLE, Soltettor General Sherwood, Smith of FRONTENAC, Viget Viger, Wil- 
ltams, and Woods.--(81.) 


NAYS. 


Armstrong, Baldwin, Berthelot, Bertrand, Boutillter, Brooks, 
Cameron, Cauchon, Chabot, Chalmers, Chauveau, Desaunter, Dewitt, 


Guillet, Hall, Jobin, Lafontaine, Lantter, Laterrtére, Laurin, 
LeMoine, Leslie, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Macdonell of STORMONT, Mer- 
ritt, Méthot, Morin, Nelson, Petrie, Price, Roblin, Rousseau, Sey- 
mour, Attorney General Smith, Smith of WENTWORTH, Stewart of BYTOWN, 
Steuart of PRESCOTT, Taché, Thompson, and Webster.--(40.) 


So tt passed in the negative. 





(81) 
Ordered, That two hundred coptes of the Petition of Robert Fleming 
Gourlay, be printed for the use of the Members of this House. 


Montreal Ordered, That the accounts of the Trustees of 
Turnptke the Montreal Turnptke Roads, laid before the 
Roads. House on Monday the stxth instant, be re- 


ferred to the Select Committee to whitch was 
referred the Petitton of E. Guy, Esquire, and others, restding on 
the Lower Lachtne Road; and other references. 


Message from The Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, 

Adnintstrator one of Her Majesty's Executive Counctl, delivered 

of the Govern- to Mr. Speaker a Message from His Excellency, the 

ment. Admintstrator of the Government, stgned by Hts 
Excellency. 


And the satd Message was read by Mr. Speaker, all the Members of 
the House being uncovered, and ts as followeth:-- 
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CATHCART. 
Ordnance The Admintstrator of the Government informs 
Vesting Act. the Legislative Assembly, in reply to their Address 


to be furntshed with any correspondence that may 
have taken place tn relation to a Bill passed in the last Sesston of 
Parliament, and reserved for Her Majesty's pleasure thereon, intituled, 
"An Act to explatn and amend part of an Act, passed in the seventh 
year of Her Majesty's Retgn, tntttuled, 'An Act for vesting in the 
princtpal Offtcers of Her Majesty's Ordnance, the estates and property 
therein descrtbed, for granting certain powers to the said Officers, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned;'" that the subject of that 
Bill ts still under the constderation of the Imperial Government, and 
the Admintstrator of the Government does not, therefore, concetve him- 
self to be at ltberty to communtcate to the Legislative Assembly the 
unfinished correspondence referred to. 


GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
Montreal, 9th April, 1846. 


Addition to a Ordered, That Mr. Taché be added to the Select 

Comntttee. Committee to whitch was referred the Pettitton 
of the Mayor and Counctllors of the City of 

Quebec. 

Ordered, That the satd Committee have leave to report from time to 

time. 

Provinetal The Order of the Day for the second reading 

Penitentiary of the Btll to consoltdate and amend the Laws 

BLL: regulating the Provincial Penitentiary, being read; 


The satd Bill was accordingly read, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the whole House, on Tuesday, the twenty-first 
instant. 


Registry Bill, The Order of the Day for the House in Comnit- 
(Oeee tee on the Bill to consoltdate and amend the Regts- 


try Laws of Upper Canada, being read;62 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD, ((moved)) the House ... into Committee of 
the whole on Bil((1)) to amend Registry Laws of Upper Canada. 


(81) 
The House accordingly resolved itself into the satd Committee. 
Mr. Maedonald of Cornwall, took the Chair of the Committee, 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD - by the present Registry laws all deeds 
may be enregistered by memorial, but by the bill now before the House 
he proposed that all deeds should be registered at full length; if 
the House agreed to this he would go through the bill now, but if the 
House thought it better that deeds should be allowed to be enregistered 
by memorial, then he would move that the Committe (sic) rise, report 
progress and ask leave to sit again in order that he might have time 
to make such alterations as the bill required, if the House decided 
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that deeds might be enregistered by memorial. The hon. member for 

the Fourth Riding had objected to the registration of the deed at full 
length; it was his (Mr. S's.) opinion and also that of his colleagues 
that the deeds should be registered at full length. The objection of 
the hon. member is principally this, that by the reading of titles at 
full length on registry books, it would throw them open to unprincipled 
persons who might search out for defects in them and who might after- 
wards prevail upon the grantors to give them a good title for a small 
consideration, and thus enable them to oust the real purchaser, and 
that this had been already done where deeds had been registered by 
memorial, and that it would be ... worse if they were registered at 
length; he (Mr. S.) did not think that registering them at full length 
would increase this evil. And besides, the registry law was not for 
the purpose of securing persons having defective titles, but for the 
benefit of purchasers who would, by the proposed law, be better able 
to see the title the person they were purchasing from had; it appeared 
to him that it would not interfere with deeds already passed, and it 
will have the effect of making people more careful about titles when 
purchasing, and thus remedy many of the defects now existing; a good 
reason for having deeds registered at length was, that in case of 

the destruction of deeds by accident, the parties could get a dupli- 
cate of the original deed in the Registry office; he knew cases where 
parties had lost suits, they could not prove a single covenant in a 
deed which had been lost, although it had been registered by memorial 
for the memorial did not contain the covenants in the deed; he could 
not see that when a man buys a defective title the law should pro- 
tect him. The object of the registry laws was to shew the nature of 
the title, and every thing about the title should appear in the regis- 
try office, in order that the whole community might know its nature, 
so as to Be eoue persons purchasing, from being deceived as to its 
validity. 4 


MR. BALDWIN - With great deference to the opinion of both the hon. 
Sol. General and his colleagues, he must say that he was of the same 
opinion which he had formerly expressed, in favour of registration 
by memorial instead of the deed at full length. There are two clas- 
ses in which titles are bad - one, when titles are bad in common jus- 
tice between the parties, and the others, when they are bad merely 
in consequence of some technical defect. In all cases of the first 
kind, the danger of acquiring titles by length of time was exceedingly 
small, as there were generally enough of parties interested who would 
bring the matter before a Court of justice - in the second class of 
cases all must admit it was exceedingly undesirable to spread out on 
the face of the register these defects and all the covenants in the 
deed, not only to the parties interested, but also to those pests of 
society, land sharks as they have been well called, who go about rob- 
bing their neighbours of their property - this is a great evil and 
greatly overbalances the good that may arise in a few cases. With 
respect to this system making the people more careful, he (Mr. B.) 
thought that as property became more valuable, proprietors will have 
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their conveyances more strictly drawn up. In England the great landed 
preprietors (sic) carefully guard their titles, they are kept in the 
archives of the proprietor or his legal adviser. The Duke of Bedford 
will not let his title be seen by any one but his legal adviser, who 
is sworn to secrecy, not even by those who are purchasing leases from 
him. Another serious objection to registering the whole deed is, 
that it will materially increase the expense. It is true that the 
Attorney General's bill respecting the conveyancing of land will ob- 
viate this objection in some degree, but not altogether - the ex- 
pense of searches will also be greater, having to examine all the 
covenants. He (Mr. B.) objected to making a copy from the Registry 
ofhicerprima, facie evidence: of the title when it is lost. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER — The principal objection of the hon. member 
(Mr. Baldwin) was, that deeds being registered at full length, they 
would be open to the inspection of every person; and that some per- 
sons might take advantage of any defect they might find in a title 
to wrest the land from the owner; he reminded the hon. gentleman 
that his objection failed, with regard to wills at least, for par- 
ties were obliged to make prabate of all wills devising real estate 
both in England and in Upper Canada. Undoubtedly the objection of 
the learned member in reference to technical errors was entitled to 
serious consideration, and it was probably correct that titles were 
in many instances kept back on that account; he (Mr. Draper) could 
not say that he was much acqainted (sic) with the practice of land 
holders in England in that respect, but with regard to the Bedford 
house, history told something ot its estates which he (Mr. D.) would 
not then particularize but which might perhaps, account for the cau- 
tion referred to by the hon. member for the Fourth Riding. He (Mr. 
D.) thought however, that the memorial under the present system, 
disclosed as much any defects: in a deed, as if the deed was regis- 
tered at full length, he thought the expences would be about equal to 
those incurred under the present system; he was certain there would 
not be more than a sixpence of difference in the great majority of 
cases. In cases of lengthy deeds containing family settlements, or 
where a very valuable property was sold it might be more, but it 
would not cost more in the generality of cases. 


COL. PRINCE was in favour of registering Deeds at full length - 
for many deeds which profess to pass property in fee simple, may 
contain covenants which lessen the value a great deal. Why should 
not an honest vendor be willing to have his whole title made known 
to the purchaser? As to the property of the Russell family, it 
was well known that a great deal of it was acquired at the reforma- 
tion, and hence the objections to show the titles. 6/7 


MR. WILLIAMS - He did not intend to go over all the arguments 
used by the members who had spoken on the question, but he would 
make one remark about making it compulsory to register titles at 
full length. Could there be a stronger proof that it would meet 
with the disapprobation of the whole people of Upper Canada, than 
this? The Registry Law has been in operation about 50 years, and 
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during that period not one in five hundred deeds had been registered 
at full length, and could they ask for a better proof of their repug- 
nance to this mode of registering? He knew what the whole people of 
Upper Canada would say about this question, and they would say that 
it was done for the benefit of the lawyers, and them alone.68 


MR. HALL. - Of law matters and registering of deeds the people 
at large know very little; but this they do know, that they must 
register their deeds, and he was convinced that they would be well 
satisfied with this bil1.69 


MR. ERMATINGER - He thought that this clause was exceedingly ar- 
bitrary; it would be the cause of increasing the expense of enregis-— 
tering deeds, /0 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD. - The hon. member for Middlesex has said 
that this bill would increase the expense of registration, now he 
did not believe that it would do so, but to prevent all likelihood 
of such being the case, he was willing to insert a proviso that the 
fee should not exceed a certain sum. He believed that this bill would 
cause a saving in conveyancing, because it would save from 5s. to 
10s. for a memorial. His sole object in introducing this clause was 
to create a confidence in sheriffs' sales, by having the whole of 
the title before them in the registry office. Honorable members talk 
of the profession taking advantage of the title being set forth in 
full, to hunt up for defective titles, but bad as the lawyers were 
supposed to be by certain parties, he did not believe that the profes- 
sion at large would be guilty of such conduct. It had again been 
said that this bill was framed for the aggrandisement of the lawyers, 
but the fact was, it would be a dead loss to them, for instead of 
drawing a deed and memorial, as before, they would now only draw a 
deed without a memorial. Would this be to their advantage?/1 


MR. BALDWIN moved in amendment that the section making it compul- 
sory to register deeds at length be amended, so as to leave it op- 
tional to enregister either in full length, or by memorial./2 


The amendment ... ((was)) putZs 
Ayes 34, nays 18 - majority 16.74 


(81) 
and after some time spent therein, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
And Mr. Macdonald of Cornwall, reported that the Committee had 
made some progress, and had dtrected htm to move for leave to stt 
again. 


Ordered, That the satd Commtttee have leave to stt again on Tuesday 
next. 


Simeoe Regis- The Order of the Day for the House tn Commit- 
try Office Bill. tee on the Bill to provide for the removal of 
the Regtstry Offtce of the District of Simcoe, 
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from tts present stte to Barrte, the District Town, being read; 


Ordered, That the satd Order of the Day be postponed until Thursday 
next. 


Albton Road The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Bice. the Bill to tncorporate certain persons under the 
name of the Albton Road Company, being read; 
The said Bill was accordingly read, and referred to the Standing 
Commtttee on Private Bills. 


Magdalen The Order of the Day for the House in Com- 
Islands. mittee on the Report of the Select Committee to 


whteh was referred the Petitton of Joseph Cormier, 

Esqutre, and others, of the Magdalen Islands, in the County of Gaspé, 
betng read; . 

The House accordingly resolved ttslef into the said Committee. 

The Honourable Mr. Robinson took the Chatr of the Committee, and 
after some time spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr. 

And the Honourable Mr. Robtnson reported that the Committee had 
come to a Resolution, which Resolution was again read the the Clerk's 
table, and agreed to by the House, and ts as followeth:-- 


Address. Resolved, That an humble Address be presented 

to His Excellency, the Admintstrator of the 
Government, requesting that His Excellency will be gractously pleased 
to tnterpose Hts good offices wtth the Home Government, in behalf of 
the Inhabitants of the Magdalen Islands, for the most part Acadtians 
of French ortgin, descendants of the Colonists of L'Acadte, (now the 
Provinee of Nova Scotta) ortgitnally colonized by France, whose relt- 
gton, language, usages, and interests are identtfted with those of a 
majortty of the inhabitants of Lower Canada; to prevent the annexa- 
tion they apprehend, of those Islands, to the Government of Prince 
Edward's Island. 








Communteated Resolved, That the satd Resolution be commnunt- 

to_Legislative eated to the Legtslative Counctl, by Message, 

Counetl. requesting the concurrence of thetr Honours 
thereto. 


Ordered, That Mr. Christte do carry the satd Message to the Legisla- 
tive Council... 


Authentic The Order of the Day for the second reading 
Actes Bill. of the Bill for better regulating the formaltttes 

of certain authentic Actes passed before Notaries, 
betng read; 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time on Tuesday next. 


Assessment The Order of the Day for the House tn Commtt- 
tee on the Bill to regulate assessments and the 
appointment of Collectors and Assessors in Upper 


BLE ono. 
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Canada, being read;/° 
MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER, ((moved)) the House ... into committee of 
the whole on the Assessment Bill of Upper Canada. /6 


(81) 
The House accordingly resolved itself into the satd Committee. 
Mr. Hall took the Chatr of the Committee, 


lst section of Bill was agreed to.// 


On coming to the second section, MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said that 
at present there was an assessor for each township appointed at Town- 
ship meetings, but he intended that the bill should empower District 
Councils to form larger assessment districts by joining two or more 
townships together for the purposes of this bill, and to nominate an 
Assessor for each of these districts; no township however to be divi- 
ded into two parts; that is to say, one part of it put into one As- 
sessment District and another into another district; and no such dis- 
trict shall be less than one township./8 


MR. MERRITT — He had an objection to the placing the appointment 
of the Assessors into the hands of District Councils. He thought 
the best way was to allow the townships to choose their own assessors, 
and then the assessors would be men who would be sure to know some- 
thing about the property they had to value, for it was all in their 
own township; but by this bill you unite two or three townships to- 
gether and send men to value property of which they know nothing./9 


MR. SMITH (of Frontenac). - He was in favour of allowing Dis- 
trict Councils to appoint Assessors, for they would be sure to see fit 
persons appointed. He thought the two offices of Assessor and Collec- 
tor might be vested in one person. 80 


MR. BALDWIN. - The arguments of the hon. member for Lincoln were 
calculated to strengthen him in his opoinion (sic) against the prin- 
ciple sought to be introduced; he did not see any aimee es for making 
such a great change, and must therefore oppose the clause. 1 


MR. SHERWOOD (of Brockville) said that the Townships often ap- 
pointed very improper persons as assessors. He though (sic) the 
bill would remedy this evil, and it appeared to him would work much 
better than the old system, as the District Council would be likely 
to appoint much better educated men, 82 


MR. WILLIAMS. - The duties of assessors under the bill were most 
important and responsible, and it would be better for their appoint- 
ment to proceed from the District Councils than from township meet- 
ings; and he was opposed to confining an assessor to a single town- 
ship. 


MR. ROBLIN. - He did not think that this clause would be an im- 
provement. District councils were often influenced by party feeling, 
and worse men would be appointed by them than by townships. He was 
opposed to the clause.8 
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MR. MEYERS, objected to the appointment of assessors being placed 
in the hands of the District Councils. He moe the townships were 
best qualified to appoint their own assessors.8 


MR. THOMPSON. - He was in favour of District Councils having power 
to appoint Assessors, but was against assessors having jurisdiction 
over more than one township. 86 


MR. GOWAN. - He still held the same opinions as he expressed last 
night. He thought the office of assessor the most important of all 
their municipal offices. It was important that the office should be 
well filled, not only to the municipality, but to the province, and 
to the administration of justice, for the Jury Lists were made out 
from the assessor's books. He thought it desirable that a higher 
class of persons should be appointed assessors now, as their duties 
would be more important. At township meetings very little attention 
was paid to the election of eee officers; he thought it should be 
vested in the District Council.9/ 


MR. R. MACDONALD, of Cornwall, was in favour of the appointment 
of Assessors being made by the District Councils.88 


MR. ERMATINGER - He had heard no objection from the people against 
the old system, it would lead to no improvement to change it. The 
District Council have quite enough of business to do already without 
giving them more to do. People did pay attention at their township 
meetings to the appointment of proper officers. 89 


MR. PETRIE - made some VIS LSE Shah Eee but in so low a tone as to 
be inaudible in the Reporters Box. 


MR. RIDDELL - He thought that Township meetings should be abol- 
ished. He thought that the District Council should appoint the As- 
sessors, and he thought there should be only two or three for the 
District in order that there should be as great an equality in the 
assessment as possible. 2 


MR. D. MACDONELL of Stormont said, the measure then before the 
Committee was one that purposed to make a thorough change in the as- 
sessment laws of Upper Canada, and to deprive the people of the town- 
ships in that part of Canada, of the power of electing their Asses- 
sors and Collectors, and of uniting two, three or more townships of 
a District into one assessment division. He (Mr. McD.) was not pre- 
pared to deprive the people in Western Canada of the choice of their 
Township officers, and was inclined to think that they would exercise 
that privilege with caution. By the bill then before the House, it 
was contemplated to place the appointment of Assessor and Collector 
in the District Councils; it was probable that the selections would 
be judiciously made by that body, but from his (Mr. McDonnell's) 
experience in District matters, he did not see any sufficient ground 
to induce him to preclude the people at their township meetings from 
making the selection, and particularly as this bill contemplates 
placing an extensive power in the hands of Assessors viz., the val- 
uation of landed property, a power that in his opinion ought to be 
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exercised with the utmost caution. It was true the bill contemplates 
a check on the Assessors's valuation, but when such power was vested 
in any one man, it was his (Mr. McD's) firm opinion, that that man 
should be the choice of the people at their township meetings which 
would also tend to prevent a family influence predominating in Dis- 
trict Councils. It had been stated by hon. members that township 
meetings are confused and turbulsnt (sic); it may be so in some in- 
stances, but in many cases they are conducted with great order - con- 
fusion and disorder was in his opinion caused by the meetings being 
held in places which are too confined. From all he (Mr. McD.) had 
heard he was not disposed to take the power from the people of select- 
ing their Assessors and Collectors.?2 


COL. PRINCE said, he was one of those persons who had voted for 
the establishment of District Councils, and he was now sorry that he 
had done so. He was against placing any more power in their hands than 
they now possessed, because they were utterly incompetent to perform 
the duties already imposed upon them. They were elected for party 
purposes only, and had neither brains nor principles; and they only 
went to the Council Chamber for the purpose of badgering each other. 
He had no confidence in District Councils. He (Col. Prince) referred 
particularly to the council of the Western District, with whose pro- 
ceedings he was more particularly acquainted. So grossly ignorant 
was that Council of its duties, that when the Clerk was petitioned 
against, although it was notorious that he was a highly Med ake 
character, they would not even allow the petition to be read. 3 


MR. BOULTON and MR. DUGGAN - Were in favor of Plage ae the appoint- 
ment of Assessors in the hands of the Counsels (sic) .? 


MR. CAMERON - Contradicted the statements of the hon. member for 
Essex, which contained gross misrepresentations of the people of the 
Western District, and he called upon the hon. member for Kent to de- 
fend those whom he represented, from the calumnies that had been so 
boldly uttered.95 


MR. DUGGAN. - Order, order. 76 


MR. CAMERON - If it be according to order for you to sit here and 
listen to men being proces’ calumniated, it ought to be in order to 
listen to a defence.?/ 


MR. CHALMERS - Thought the mass of the people would object to 
the power of appointing Assessors being taken from them. If the 
people of the Western District are so bad as the hon. member for 
Essex represented, he (Mr. C) could not see how such a corrupt peo- 
ple could send to that house a jewel so pure as the hon. member - 
(laughter) .98 


COL. PRINCE explained that he did not mean to condem (sic) all 
the people of the Western District and he would say that it was not 
by the bad portion that he was returned, - it was not by the Port 
Sarnia men. The hon. member reverted to his charges against the 
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clerk, and challenged the hon. member for Lanark, or any other, to 
contradict them if they could. 99 


MR. CAMERON said, that he must again contradict the statements made 
by the honourble (sic) member for Essex. The men sent by the Northern 
Townships of Kent were generally men worthy a seat in this House; he 
would name Capt. Vidal, now in town; Mr. Durand, the present repre- 
sentative of Sarnia; Mr. Hill, Mr. Inglis, Mr. Fisher, Mr. Johnson, 

Mr. Smith, Mr. Gisner, Mr. Duck; he asserted that the petition alluded 
to was too indecent to be read, and that the character of the clerk 

was as good as that of the hon. member for Essex himself, and he again 
demanded of the member for Kent to aid and defend not only his con- 
stituents but his native district from aspersions so false and foul, 

and would only make one remark that he (Mr. C.) could conceive nothing 
so damnatory to any man's character as an admission that he was at 

war with all his neighbours! The hon. member for Essex took pains 

to represent himself in this position, and it was he thought correct.100 


MR. WOODS — Had voted against the Municipal Bill in 1841, but 
since that time he had never said a word against the Councils, and 
had done all he could to promote their prosperity. The Council of 
the Western District had done good, though they had also committed 
some errors, as all legislative bodies do, and he did not think they 
were so bad as hon. member for Essex had stated; there are men in 
the Council with whom he (Mr. W) was proud to associate, and who 
would be an honor to any society. With the character of the Clerk, 
he (Mr. W.) was not acquainted, and would leave that question to be 
settled between the accused and accuser. He (Mr. W) approved of the 
clause under discussion.101 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER - Briefly replied to some of the objections 
that had been urged against the second clause. He considered that as 
they were adopting a new system of valuation, they required a new 
mode of appointment of Assessors to carry this system into effect. 
He (Mr. D.) thought that the Councils being deliberative bodies, 
would be ... ((more)) likely to appoint proper Assessors, than the 
people at their primary assemblies, and that it was not inconsistent 
with the popular principle to place the appointment in the hands of 
the Council, as they were elected every year, and if the people ob- 
jected to their proceedings they could elect new Councillors in the 
coming year. He (Mr. D.) eee not abandon the bill because all the 
clauses were not carried.!9 


MR. ROBINSON was in favour of having assessors appointed by the 
District Council; but he thought there should be one assessor for 
each Townahip 103 


The question was then put whether the second section of the bill 
should pass . 


It was decided that it should not. Ayes, 21; nays, 33,105 
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and after some time ee therein. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr, 

And Mr. Hall reported that the Committee had made some progress, 
and had directed him to move for leave to stt agatn. 


Ordered, That the satd Committee have leave to stt again on Tuesday 
next. 


Milttta Bill. The Order of the Day for the second reading 
of the Btll for the better regulation of the 
Militta of this Provinee, being read; 
The satd Bill was accordingly read106 


The Militia Bill was read a second time without discussion, there 
being no opposition to the principle of the bill, with the understand- 
ing that amendments were to be allowed when the House went into Com- 
mittee on the bi11197, 


(81) 
and committed to a Commtttee of the whole House, on Friday, the 
seventeenth tnstant. 


Orders Post- Ordered, That the remaining Orders of the Day be 
poned. postponed unttl Monday next. . 


Then, on motton of Mr. Gowan, seconded by Mr. Stewart of Bytown, 
The House adjourned unttl Monday next. 





APPENDIX, 9 APRIL 1846. 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: STOPPAGE OF CLERGY RESERVES 
SALES.) )108 


MR. HALL asked the members of the Administration why the Sale of 
the Clergy Reserves had been stopped. 109 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER. - The reason was that it appeared from the 
investigation now going on respecting the Crown Lands Department that 
the valuation made of a large proportion of these Lands was consider- 
ably, he would say perhaps one third less, than the true value and 
it was therefore determined that no more Sales should take place 
until further information was. obtained; that determination was not, 
however, meant to apply to a that had been received before 
its adoption. (Hear, hear.) 0 
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MONDAY, 13 APRIL 1846. 
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Petittons laid THE following Petitions were severally brought 
on the table. up, and latd on the table:-- 

By Mr. Lantter,--The Petitton of the Honourable 
R. U. Harwood and others, of Vaudreuil. 

By Mr. Cameron,--The Petttion of the Reverend David Leavitt and 
others, Mintsters and Members of the Christian Universalist Assocta- 
tion of Canada West; the Petition of the Reverend Benjamin Fralick 
and others, the Mintsters and Members of the Christian Universaltst 
Assoetation for Canada West; the Petition of the Muntetpal Council 
of the District Bathurst (relating to Schools); the Petitton of the 
Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Bathurst (relating to King's 
College); the Petttton of the Reverend Willtam Dick, on behalf of 
the Ottawa Baptist Assoetatton convened at St. An Trews (relating to 
King's College); the Petition of the Reverend William Dick on behalf 
of the Ottawa Baptist Assoctatton convened at St. Andrews (relating 
to Clergy Reserves); and the Petition of Thomas ; S. Shenston, Of. 
Woodstock. 

By the Honourable Mr. DeBleury,--The Petttion of T. Appleton and 
others, Contractors, Master Builders and Masons, of Montreal. 

By Mr. Boulton,--The Petttion of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common- 
alty of the City of Toronto (relating to the Acts tncorporating the 
satd City). 

By the Honourable Mr. Morin,--The Petition of George Perry and 
others, of the City and Partsh of Montreal, the Partsh of Longueuil 
and netghbourtng places; the Petttton of Wrlltam Giroux and others, 
of Hoehelaga and Montreal; and the Petition of the Municipal Counctl 
of Hochelaga (relating to Turnptke Trustees). 

By the Honourable Mr. Daly,--The Petition of Jean Baptiste Rous- 
sequ, and others, tnhabittants of Forsyth and other Townships, in 
the County of Meganttic. 

By Mr. Thompson,--The Petition of Robert H. Bruce, Esqutre, and 
others, inhabitants residing on the Grand River in the County of 
Haldimand; the Petttion of Jamas Blott, Esqutre, and others, tnhabt- 
tants of the Township of Dunn, in the District of Niagara; and the 
Petition of Witlltam Chalmers and others, tnhabitants of the Townshtp 
of Sherbrooke Forest, in the District of Niagara. 

By Mr. Evmatinger, --The Petition of G. Wrong and Alexander Saxton, 
Esqutres, tn behalf of the tnhabitants of the Tounshtp of Malahide. 

By the Honourable Mr. Cayley,--The Petition of Henry Puddtcombe 
and others, members of the Untted Chureh of England and Ireland, in 
the Towunshtp of Wilmot, tn the District of Wellington, tn the Diocese 
of Toronto. 

By the Honourable Mr. Soltettor General Sherwood,--The Petttton 
of John King, Esqutre, M.D., and George R. Grasett, Esquire, L.M., 
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on behalf of the Toronto Medteo-Chirurgtcal Soctety. 

By the Honourable Mr. Robinson,--The Petttion of William Charles 
Hume, Esquire, tn behalf of the tnhabitants of Ortilia, and adjotning 
Tounships; and the Pettttonof the Reverend Alexander Pyne, A.B., and 
others, members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in the 
Toumshtps of Sarnta and Plympton, tn the Diocese of Toronto. 

By Mr. Prtce,--The Petttton of Thomas Ewart, Esquire, and others, of 
the City of Toronto; the Petttton of John Murphy and other inhabttants 
of the Townshtp of Vaughan, in the Home District; the Petttton of Daniel 
Knowles and others, tnhabttants of the Townshtps of Searborough and 
Pickering; the Petition of Henry Miller and others, inhabitants of the 
Tounshtp of Markham, tn the Home Dtstrict; the Petition of William Steel 
and others, inhabitants of the Townships of Scarborough and Pickering; — 
the Petitton of Newton Bosworth and others, members of the ee Church 
in Paris, Upper Canada; the Petttton of the Reverend J.M. Cramp, tn be- 
half of the Canada Bap Baptist Union (relating to Theological Colleges): the 
Petition of J.M. Cramp, in behalf of the Canada Baptist Union (relating 
to Clergy Reserves); and the Petition of Reverend J.M. Cramp, in behalf 
of the Canada Baptist Union (relating to King's College). 

By Mr. Johnston,--The Petttion of James Rosamond and others, mem- 
bers of the Untted Chureh of England and Ireland, tn the Village of 
Carlton Place, tn the Diocese of Toronto; the Petittton of S. Ormsby 
and others, members of the United Church of England and Ireland, tn 
Richmond and tts victnity; and the Petttion of Thomas Corcoran and 
others, of the Town of Bytown. 

By Mr. Murney,--The Petition of the President and Board of Police 
of Belleville. 

By Mr. Roblin,--The Petitton of Gtdeon B. Whtte and others, of 
the Township of Hillier; and the Petition of Andrew Austin and others, 
Medical Practittoners of the District of Prince Edward. 

By Mr. Seymour,--The Petition of the Venerable George O'Kill Stuart 
and others, inhabitants of the Town and Townshtp of Kingston; and the — 
Petition of the Reverend Job Deacon and others, members of United Church 
of England and Ireland, in the Parishes of Adolphustown and Fredericks- 
burgh, in the Midland District, (relating to Schools.) 

By Mr. Chabot,--The Petition of the Reverend J. L. Alatn and 
others, of the District of Gaspé; and the Petttton of Isaae Hilgrove 
Gosset, Esqutre, of the Island of Jersey. 

BY Mr. Stewart of Bytown,--The Petttion of Louts T. Besserer and 
others, of the Town of Bytown; and the Petttton of Robert Stobo and 
others, of the Dtstrtet of Bathurst. 

By Mr. Sherwood of Brockville,--The Petitton of Peter Adams and 
others, tnhabttants of the District of Johnstown; the Petttton of 
Htram Adams and Abel S. Pope, of the Township of Edwardsburgh, in 
the District of Johnstown, and the Petitton of George Crawford, Es- 
quire, Chatrman on behalf of a meeting of the inhabitants of the 
Town of Brockville. 

By Mr. M'Connell,--The Petttton of Ichabod Smtth and others, 
Trustees of Stanstead Seminary. 
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By the Honourable Mr. Aylwin,--The Petition of the Right Reverend 
the Lord Btshop of Montreal and others, the Committee of Management 
of the National Sehools of Quebec; the Petition of Jeffery Hale, Es- 
quire, and others, President and Members of the Quebec British and 
Canadtan School Soetety 5 and the Petition of G. H. H. Ryland, Esqutre, 
and others, Registrars in the District of Montreal. 

By the Honourable Mr. Moffatt,--The Petttton of Alphonso Wells, 
of the City of Montreal. 

By the Honourable Mr. Baldwin,--The Petition of Charles Baker 
and others, master mechantcs of the City of Toronto. 

By Mr. DeWitt,--The Petitton of Willtam Evans and others, of the 
Parish of Montreal. 

By Mr. Willtams--The Petttton of John Gibson and others, of the 
Townshtps of Clarke and Manvers, in the District of Newcastle. 

By Mr. Gowan,--The Petition of Joseph P. Slocum, of Port Sarnia 
the Petition of James Hannah, of the Townshtp of Sarnia, and the Peti- 
tion of John Burwell « of Port Port Burwell, Esquire, (relating to a grant 
of tandsy 

By Mr. Cummings ,--The Petition of J. H. Culp, of the Townshtp of 
Stanford, tn the Distriet of Niagara; the Petition of Dilly Coleman 
and others, of the Townshtp of Thorold, tn the District of Niagara; 


(83) 
the Petition of John Lemon and others, of Willoughby, in the District 
of Niagara; and the Petition of Arthur Johnston and others, of the 
Township of Bertie West, in the District of Nia Niagara. 

By Mr. Macdonell of Dundas,--The Petition of A. Rainsford and 
others, of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in the Town- 
ship of Osnabruck, tn the County of Stormont, in the Diocese of Tor- 
onto. 

By Mr. Dtekson,--The Petition of Walter H. Dickson, Esqutre, and 
others, of the Town of Ntagara. 

By Mr. Bertrand,--The Petition of H. Davidson and others, members 
of the United Chruch of England and Ireland, tn the Dtocese of Quebec. 
By Mr. Soltcttor General Taschereau,--The Petttton of Féréol 

Roy, Esquire, and others, tnhabttants of the South shore of the 
River St. Lawrence, in the District of Quebec; and the Petition of 
Jean Baptiste Laverdiére and others, of Bellechasse. 

~ By Mr. Macdonald of Kingston,--The Petition of the President, 
Dtrectors, and Company of the Commercial Bank of the Midland Dts- 
trict; and the Petttton of M. T. Hunter, Prestdent of the Merchant 


Seamen's Soetety of Kingston. 








Mr. Speaker The Honourable the Speaker then addressed the 
addresses the House tn the words following:-- 
House. I beg to be permttted to address a few words 


to the House. 
Thts House ts probably aware that, at a great sacrifice of prt- 
vate feeling, I came down to the meeting of Parltament, in order to 
discharge, to the best of my humble abtlittes, the duties of an im- 
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portant publie office; and it has now become my painful duty to state, 
that an impending domestic calamtty, artstng from the dangerous, and, 
as I fear, hopeless state of the health of Lady MacNap, obliges me to 
request that I may, for a season, be relteved from my duttes as the 
Speaker of thts House. 

I trust tt ts unnecessary for me to assure Honourable Gentlemen, 
that, from the moment I was placed in the Chair, my greatest desire 
has been to obtain the confidence of this House, by the fatthful dis- 
charge of my duttes, and the impartiality of my conduct; tf, in the 
pursutt of thts object, I should at any time have fatled to distin- 
gutsh correctly, between what was due to private feelings and publze 
service, or to have overlooked the many tnstances I have expertenced, 
of the ktndness and parttaltty of my frtends, I trust that thts House 
wtll not place the error to the account of a presumptuous reltance on 
my oun abtlittes. It may have happened that, etther from hastiness 
of temper, or the pain of tndisposttton, I have shewn inattention, 
or feelings of trrttatton towards members of this House; to all such 
I beg to express sincere regret for tts occaston, and most humbly 
apologize for tt. 

Having had some years expertence in the office of Speaker, I am 
not unacquatnted wtth the difficulties of the station I have had the 
honour to fill, - diffticulttes whteh are frequently tnereased by the 
unexpected urgency with whtch they present themselves for eluctdation 
and removal. The same expertence has, however, taught me, that in 
all such cases, whoever has the honour to fill the Chatr of thts 
House, can at all times confidently rely upon the support and the in- 
dulgence of the House. 

If, therefore, <~t should be the pleasure of the House, owing to 
the melancholy posttion tn whteh I.am placed, to relteve me, for the 
present, from my duttes as thetr Speaker, they may rest assured, that 
I shall not fatl to use every exertion to resume my duttes, whenever 
I may be released from the dtscharge of those sacred obltgattons of 
my domestte ctrele, which thts House wtll permit me to say, I cannot 
but feel are paramount to every other consideratton. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER then rose and said, that he was sure he only 
spoke the sentiments of the? House - of both sides of it - when he 
said that it was with sincere regret that it had learned4 the melan- 
choly announcement” ((of)) the painful necessity under which the 
Speaker found himself compelled to retire from the dignified office 
which he had filled with so much honour to himself. If it could con- 
vey any consolation in the midst of his affliction, his honour might 
be assured of the heartfelt sympathy of the House. © But, said the 
learned gentleman, my feelings will not permit me to do more than to 
move the resolution which I hold in my hand. / 


(83) 
On motton of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, seconded 
by the Honourable Mr. Viger,8 


pa 


Resolved, That Mr. Speaker's request for leave of absence, be granted for 
the reasons assigned by him. 


Cette proposition ayant été adoptée en silence, SIR A. MACNAB descendit 
du fauteuil et sortit, saluant les deux cétés de la chambre, dont tous les 
membres étaient debout.? 


(83) 

Mr. Speaker Mr, Speaker then left the Chair, and the Mace was 
leaves the latd under the table. 
Chatr. 
Honourable The Honourable Mr, Attorney General Draper, mem- 
Mr. Morin ber representing the Town of London, stood up, and 

ointed addressing himself to the Clerk, (who, standing up, 
Speak ae pointed to him, and then sat down,) moved to resolve, 


that the Honourable Augustin Norbert Morin, a Member 
of thts House, be destred to take the Chair, to supply the Speaker's place, 
during hts absence, and no longer; in which motton he was seconded by the 
Honourable Mr. Aylwin, Member representing the City of Quebec. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER again rose, and said that the situation in which 
the House was now placed, without a Speaker, 10 in consequence of the leave 
it had granted, it was necessary to take some further steps! in order 
that it might go on with the business of the country. He had looked into 
a few precedents on the subject, and had ascertained that there was suf- 
ficient warrant for the course he now proposed to take. It appeared that 
there had been several cases in the British Parliament of Speakers having 
obtained leave of absence, on account of illness,1l2 and one, in the Upper 
Canadian Assembly, of a Speakerl3 (Sir Allan McNab) 14 having obtained 
leave, on account of an absence caused by his duty to the public,.15 Under 
such circumstances it was necessary to enter into some arrangement to fill 
the Chair during the absence of the hon. Speakerl6, He (Mr. Draper) in- 
tended following the course pursued on those occasionsl/ ((when)) it had 
been resolved by the House to elect some Minister to perform the duties 
of Speaker, during the absence of the Speaker. In accordance with that 
practice, he should now move that the hon. member for Bellechassel8, a 
gentleman who would be acceptable to the House generallyl9, be desired to 
take the chair, during the absence of Sir A. N. McNab, and no longer. He 
need say no more in support of the motion than that Mr. Morin had, ona 
previous occasion29, last Session,21 been supported by a very large num- 
ber of the House, though he had not obtained a majority. 22 


The nomination was seconded by MR. PRES. EX, COUN. VIGER who, however, 
gave way to Mr. Aylwin23, 


The motion was seconded by MR. AYLWIN24, 


(83) 
And the Questton being put by the Clerk, tt was 


518 


Resolved, Nemine contradicente, That the Honourable Augustin Norbert 


Morin be destred to take the Chatr, to supply the Speaker's place 
during his absence, and no longer. 





The Honourable Augustine Norbert Morin was then conducted to the 
Chatr by the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, and the Honour- 
able Mr. Aylwin, where, standing on the upper step, he returned his 
humb Le acknasledgments to the House for the great honour they had 
been pleased to confer upon him. 





MR. MORIN ... addressed the House in French and English, 29 ( (He) ) 
said that he felt much regret at hearing the painful cause which had 
led to the retirement of the Speaker.26 He believed, he said, that 
no situation was more important than that of presiding over that 
House2’?, He (Mr Morin) must thow (sic) himself on the good feeling 
of the members, for28 under any circumstances he would feel incompe- 
tent to the discharge of the important duties of Speaker, but pecu- 
liarly so after the hon. gentleman who had just been compelled to 
retire from the chair under such distressing circumstances. Notwith- 
standing the allusion ... which had been made by that hon. gentleman 
to the errors which he had committed, he (Mr. Morin) must say that he 
was unaware of any such, 29 


Hear, hear from both sides of the House, 29 


He, MR. MORIN, was sure that there was no second opinion in the 
House as to the manner in which the hon. gentleman had discharged 
the arduous duties of his office.31 He (Mr. M.) believed then, that 
under any circumstances, he would be insufficient for his duties of 
the office, but especially he would have to beg the consideration of 
the House at the commencement of his career, because of the small 
attention which he had hitherto been able to pay to its duties.32 
There was the more necessity for his appealing for indulgence help 
and advice from the House which he humbly sought from all its members. 
(hear, hear.)33 He would, however, assure the House, that this 
knowledge of his own deficiency would only make him more anxious 
to receive its advice on all difficult occasions34 and he should 
receive it at all times with profound respect. 35 


(83) 
And then he sat down in the Chatr, and the Mace was Latd upon 
the table. 


MR. BALDWIN ... alluded to the propriety of submitting to His 
Hxcellency (sic) a notification of the choice which the House had 
made of its new Speaker, 36 


(83) 
The House then adjourned during pleasure. 3! 
The House resumed, 
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Lunattes and An Engrossed Bill to remove certain doubts as 
Idiots Reltef to the Jurisdiction conferred upon the Court of 
BLU. Chaneery in Upper Canada, tn matters relating to 


Lunattes, Idiots, and persons of unsound mind, 
and thetr estates, and to amend and ontend the Laws in force in Upper 
Canada, relating to Lunaties, Idtots, and persons of unsound mind, and 
thetr estates; was read for the third time. 


Resolved, That the Btll do pass. 


Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper do carry the 
said Bill to the Legislative Council and desire thetr concurrence. 


Fines and Re- An Engrossed Bill for the substitutton of 
covertes Bill. more stmple modes of assurance in lieu of fines 
and recoveries, was read for the third time. 


Resolved, That the Btll do pass. 


Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper do carry 
the satd Bill to the Legtslative Counctl and destre thetr concur- 
rence. 


Petitions read. Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the follow- 
tng Pettttons were read:-- 

Of William Dawson and others, of the County of Dorchester; pray- 
tng for atd to enable them to complete the road from Point Levit to 
Kennebec. 

OF a Os Chevrefils, Esqutre, and others, tnhabitants of the 
County of Yamaska; praying that Bridges be constructed over the Yam- 
aska, St. Franets and Nicolet Rivers. 

Of Archtbald Thompson, Esquire, and others, tnhabttants of the 
Township of Stanford, tn the District of Niagara; praying for the re- 
moval of the County Town to a more central part, but that tt may not 
be sttuated at St. Catharines. 

Of James K. Andrews and others, tnhabttants of the Township of 
Dumfries, tn the Distriet of Gore; praying for the establishment of 
a certain new line of road, and that the old road allowance be 
granted to J. K. Andrews, in lteu of the said new line. 

Of William Gibson, Esquire, and others, freeholders of the Town- 
ship of  Edwardsburgh; praying that the Town line may be continued 
from the rear of the 5th Coneesston to the rear of the Township, agree- 


(84) 
ably to the map in the Surveyor General's Office. 

Of Wttltam Power and Jean Castmtr Bruneau, Esquires , Ctreutt 
Judges in and for the District of Quebec; praytng that the Ctreutt 
Judges of the satd Dtstrtct may receive an allowance for travelling 
expenses, and tndemnity for expenses already tneurred. 

Of James Carpenter and others, of Demorestville and its vicinity; 
praying that the Act 4 and 5 Vict., chap. 19, may be so amended as to 
reduce the number of scholars requtred to be taught tn the Grammar 
School of that place. 
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Of Thomas Morgan, of Hallowell, in the District of Prince Edward; 
praying that the Judge of the satd District be appointed a Commissioner 
to adjust elatms held by Petittoner, as well as by any others in the 
District, for loss by erroneous surveys of land. 

Of the Muntetpal Council of St. Hyactnthe; praying that the laws 
relating to sletghs be repeated. 

Of John Hale and others, Leather Manufacturers and dealers, of 
Montreal; praytng that no reductton be made in the rate of duty now 
imposed upon Leather and Leather Manufactures. 

Of Lodicartus Betsang and others, of Waterloo and other Townships; 
praytng that a term be allowed them for obtatnitng thetr naturaltzatton, 
and for a general law granting a longer pertod for taking the oath of 
allegiance, or that all altens after a restdence of seven years may 
take the satd oath. 

Of Janes P. Gage and others,3® of the Township of Nelson, in the 
Distrtet of Gore; praytng that the Funds of the Universtty of King's 
College may not be divided amongst different Religtous Denominations. 

Of Alexander M' Naughton? and others, of the Townshtps of Nassa- 
gaweya; praying that the Funds of the Untversity of King's College, 
Toronto, may not be divided amongst various Reltgtous Denominattons. 

Of Henry F. Graham and others, inhabitants of Barton, and other 
Townships tn the District of Gore; praying for the construction of 
a Swing Bridge over the Burlington Bay Canal. 

Of Alexander M'Cann*? and others, of Nassagaweya; praying that 
the Report of the Select Committee, recomnending that a portton of 
the Clergy Reserve Lands may be vested tn the Church Soctety of the 
Diocese of Toronto, be rejected. 

Of the Reverend T. G. Elliot4| and others, members of the United 
Church of England and Ireland, in the Townshtp of Colchester, tn the 
Western Distrtet; and of the Reverend Robert Harding and others, mem- 
bers of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in the Township of 
Emtly, in the Dtoeese of Toronto; praying that measures may be adop- 
ted for vesting tn the Church Soctety of the Diocese of Toronto for 
the benefit of the satd Church, such a portion of the Clergy Reserve 
Lands as shall correspond with their share of the tneome arising 
from the same. 

Of the Reverend Edward G.42 Sutton and others, members of the 
United Church of England and Ireland, tn the Diocese of Quebec; pray- 
tng that measures may be adopted for vesting in the Church Soctety 
of the Diocese of Quebec for the benefit of the said Church, such a 
portion of the Clergy Reserve Lands as shall correspond wtth thetr 
share of the tncome artstng from the same. 

Of the Reverend Messtre Lamarre and others, of the Parish of 
for an atd to repatr certain Roads, and to make a Quay and other 
improvements tn the said Island. 

Of Sister E. Forbes dite M'Mullen, Supertor and other Ladies, 
the Reltgtous Ststers of Charity of the General Hospital of Montreal, 
(Soeurs Grises;) praying to be empowered to sell certain portions of 
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thetr property. 

Of the Reverend Messire Ducharme and others, of Ste. Thérése and 
other Parishes, in the County of Terrebonne; praytng that the Registry 
Office for the satd County may be removed from the Village of Terre- 
bonne to Ste. Thérése de Blatnville. 

Of Robert Riddell, Esquire, and others, of the District of Tal- 
bot; praying that the 4th Seetton of the Naturalization Law of 1841 
may be revived and continued. 

Of W. F. Wallace, Chairman of a meeting of the tnhabttants of 
Bayhan, and the adjoining Townshtps tn the District of London; pray- 
tng for atd to tmprove the Port Burwell Harbour, and to construct a 
Plank Road leading thereto. 

Of John Claus and W. Claus of Niagara; praying for an enqutry 
tnto a certatn Surrender made by the Stx Nations Indtans, on the 
Grand River, tn Canada West, to the late Honourable Willtam Claus, 
of whom they are heirs. 

Of Edmund Riselay, Esquire, and others, of the District of Niagara; 
praying that the Act passed last Sesston, for the regulation of Fer- 
rtes, may not apply tn tts operations to the River Niagara; and that 
tt be restricted to Ferries entirely wtthin the Province. 

Of G. W. Brooks and others, tnhabitants of the Town and vicinity 
of Sherbrooke; praytng that the tntenttons of the Legtslature expressed, 
during the last Sesston, on the subject of a Branch Road from Sher- 
brooke to the Eastern Townshtps may be carrted out. 


Pettttons Ordered, That the Petitton of Mrs. Julta Bell, of 
Referred: the City of Toronto, widow of the late AEneas 
: Bell; and the Petttton of Mrs. Catherine 

ena M'Lennan, widow of Hugh M!' 
ugh M'Lennan, late door 
Catherine keeper to the Legtslative Assembly, be re- 
M'Lennan. ferred to the Standing Committee on Contin- 
genctes. 
P. Wallace, Ordered, That the Petttion of Patrick Wallace and 
ebrar. others, of Cobourg; the Petition of D. E. 


Boulton, Esquire, and others; the Petitton 


D. E. Boulton, of Thomas Molson, Esqutre, and others, tnhabi- 


HE uan ey REC tants of the City of Montreal; and the Pett- 
T. Molson, tion of Lodicarius Betsang and others, of 
Esquire, et al. Waterloo and other Townships, be referred to 
L. Bet the Standing Comntttee on Private Bills. 

. Betsang, 
reise 
ReUsm Laws Ordered, That the Petition of the Reverend Fran- 
Lundy. ets J. Lundy, Professor of Classtcal Ittera- 


ture in McGill College, be referred to the 
Seleet Committee to whtch was referred the Petttion of William Wickes, 
A.M., and of Edward Chapman, B.A., of the City of Montreal. 


Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Cayley be added to the satd Committee. 
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Samuel Bird- Ordered, That the Petition of Samuel Birdsall, Es- 
sall, Esq. et al. qutre, and others, of the Townshtp of Canboro, 
J fethye etan tn the Distrtet of Niagara; the Petttion of 
ab BA James Kerby and others, of Bertie, in the Dis- 
Ta Oe PAV § trtet of Niagara; the Petttton of Thomas 0. 
et al. Parry and others, of the Township of Gainsboro', 
0. Buchner. in the District of Ntagara; the Petition of 
Ory a Oztas Buchner and others, of the Township of 
—— = Crowltand, in the District of Niagara; the 
J. Graybill, Petttton of John Graybill, Esquire, and oth- 
Esquire, et al. ers, of the Toimehip of Wainfleet, tn the 
Distrtet of Niagara; the Petitron of Abraham 
A. Sehootey, Schooley and ere, of the Townshtp of Hum- 
Se berstone, tn the District of Niagara; and 
A. Thompson, the Petition of Archibald Thompson, Esqutre, 
Esquire, et al. and others, inhabitants of the Township of 


Stanford, in the District of Niagara; be re- 
ferred to the Select Committee to whitch were referred so much of the 
entrtes in the Journals of thts House of the Sesston of 1843, as con- 
tain the Petition of the Munietpal Counetl of the District of Niagara, 
on the subject of the selectton of a stte for a new District Town; 
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J. Harris, et al. the Petttion of John Harris and others, tn- 
habttants of Grimsby, and other Townships, in 
the District of Ntagara; and the Reports of the Select Committee to 
whteh the satd Petttions were referred. 


C.. Gates, et al. Resolved, That the Petitton of Calvin Gates and 

others, of the Townships of Walpole and Ratin- 
han, tn the District of Talbot, be referred to a Select Committee 
composed of Mr. Thompson, the Honourable Mr. Soltettor General Sher- 
wood, the Honourable Mr. Paptneau, Mr. Merrttt, and Mr. Price, to 
examtne the contents thereof, and to report thereon with all convent- 
ent speed; with power to send for persons, papers and records. 


TI. Morgan. Resolved, That the Petitton of Thomas Morgan, of 

Hallowell, tn the District of Prince Edward, 
be referred to a Select Comnittee, composed of Mr. Roblin, Mr. Mac- 
donald of Kingston, and Mr. Price, to examine the contents thereof, 
and to report thereon wtth all conventent speed; wtth power to send 
for persons, papers, and records. 


J. K. Andrews, Resolved, That the Petttton of Janes K. Andrews 
eta. and others, tnhabttants of the Township of 

Dunfrtes, in the District of Gore, be referred 
to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Webster, Mr. Willtams, Mr. 
Stewart of Bytown, Mr. Roblin, and Mr. Dickson, to examine the con- 
tents thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent speed; with 
power to send for persons, papers, and records. 











W. Dunean. Resolved, That the Petition of Willtam Dunean of 
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Coteau du Lac, be referred to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. 
Lantier, Mr. Mé thot, Mr. Laurin, Mr. Macdonell of Stormont, and Mr. 
Guillet, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon with 
all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and 
records. 


W. M'Dougall, Resolved, That the Petitton of Wm. M'Dougall and 
et al. others, of the Townshtp of Hamilton, tn the 


District of Neweastle, be referred to a Select 
Committee, composed of Mr. Meyers, Mr. Williams, Mr. Seymour, Mr. 
Macdonald of Cormiall, and Mr. Chalmers, to examine the contents 
thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent speed; with power 
to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Messages from The Honourable Mr. Daly, one of Her Majesty's 
Admintstraton Executtve Counctl, deltvered to Mr. Speaker, two 
of the Govern- Messages from Hts Excellency, the Admintstrator 
ment. of the Government, signed by His Excellency. 


And the satd Messages were read by Mr. Speaker, 
all the Members of the House being uncovered, and are as followeth:-- 


CATHCART, 


Lots for Public The Administrator of the Government recom- 
Butldings tn mends to the Legislative Assembly the constdera- 
Montreal. tton of the necesstty of adopting measures to 


authorize the Administrator tn Council to select 
and acquire suttable lots of ground in the City of Montreal, for the 
erection of a Restdence for the Governor of the Province, of a Parl- 
tament House and Publte Offices, and to provide the means of carry- 
ing these objects tnto executton. 
GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
Montreal, 13th April, 1846. 


CATHCART, 
Appltcatton of The Administrator of the Government recommends 
Honourable to the constderatton of the 

L. J. Papineau. BO UES UE. Legtslative Assembly the accom- 


panytng application from the Honourable L. d. 

Paptneau, for arrears of Salary, amounting to Four Thousand Five Hun- 
dred Pounds Currency, and not drawn by him, as Speaker of the Legts- 
lative Assembly of Lower Canada. 

The Administrator of the Government ts advtsed that thts debt 
ts due in potnt of Law, and tf the House coneur in thts optnton, and 
shall be pleased to make proviston for the payment of tt, the Admints- 
trator of the Government ts authorized, tn such case, to stgntfy hts 
willingness on behalf of Her Majesty's Government, to accede to Mr. 
Paptneau's application. 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 

Montreal, 11th April, 1846. 
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(Copy. ) 
Montreal, 4th March, 1846. 


SIR, 

May I beg that you wtll be kind enough to submit to Hts Excellency, 
the Governor-General, for hts early and favourable constderation, my 
just elatm for the payment of arrears of Salary due to me as former 
Speaker of the House of Assembly. 

Your sense of justice and perfect knowledge of the facts, exempt 
me from the necesstty of entering into any explanation wtth reference 
to the nature and amount of my claim, which is founded on publte docu- 
ments. I therefore trust, that at the first convenient opportunity, 
you will lay before Hts Excellency all necessary information, and a 
detatl of the circumstances whtch oblige me respectfully to solicit 
his interference, by tssuing his warrant to the Recetver General, or 
adopting such other measure as in hts wtsdom and benevolence he may 
think proper, so as to enable me to recetve a sum which I think justly 
due to me from Her Majesty's Government. 

LOM, OCs 


(Stgned, ) L. J. PAPINEAU. 
The Honourable D. DALY, 
Ow ACs "ae. 


The Honourable Mr. Daly, one of Her Majesty's Executive Counctl, 
laid before the House, by command of Hts Excellency, the Admintstra- 
tor of the Government, 


Return of Return to an Address of the Legtslative As- 
Commutattions. sembly, dated the 30th ultimo; praying that Hts 


Excellency, the Admintstrator of the Government, 
would be pleased to direct the proper officer to lay before the House 
"a Return of the number of Comnutattons whitch have taken place under 
the Act 8th Vtetorta, chapter 42, tntttuled "An Act the better to 
facilitate optional Commutations of the tenure of lands en roture in 
the Seigntortes and Fiefs in Lower Canada, into that of france alleu 
roturter," 


SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 
Montreal, Ist Aprtl, 1846. 


SIR, 

I have the honour, by command of the Admtntstrator of the Govern- 
ment, to request that you will be good enough to furnish me at your 
earliest conventence, to enable His Excellency to reply to an Address 
of the House of Assembly upon the subject, with a ltst or schedule 
of all Notarial agreements or actes which may have been depostted tn 
your office by any Setgntor or Proprietor of any Fief or Setgniory 
in Lower Canada, tn pursuance of the requirements of the 3d sectton 
of the Act 8th Vie., cap. 42. 





I have, &e., 
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(Stgned, ) De DALY, 


Secretary. 
Honourable W. MORRIS, 


Recetver General, 


aoe Vee aier 
(86) RECEIVER GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Montreal, 3d April, 1846. 
DIE, 
Notarial Actes. _ JI have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 


of your letter of the ist instant, and in reply 
thereto, I beg to state that no Notarial agreements or actes have as 
yet to my knowledge been deposited in my offtee by any Setgnior or 
Proprtetor of any Ftef or Setgntory in Lower Canada, in pursuance of 
the requtrements of the 8th Victoria, c. 42. 


I have, &e., 
(Signed, ) W. MORRIS, 
Recetver General. 

Honourable D. DALY, 

Provinetal Secretary, 

GO GOs VGC. 

Also, 
Navigation of Return to an Address of the Legtslative As- 
River Rtche- sembly to Hts Excellency, the Administrator of 
lieu. the Government, dated 2d instant; praying that Hts 


Excellency will be pleased to inform the House "of 
all such steps as have been taken by the Board of Works to complete 
the navtgation of the River Richelteu, and the causes why the appro- 
priatton made to that effect by the Statute of the 4th and 5th Vie- 
torta has not been expended." 

(Copy. ) BOARD OF WORKS, 
Montreal, 11th April, 1846. 


SIR, 

By command of His Excellency, the Administrator of the Govern- 
ment, I have the honour to report for hts tnformatton, 

That the works of the improvement of the River Richelteu were 
adverttzed and tenders for thetr construction recetved early in 
1844, 

That on the 10th July the tenders were decided on, and after the 
usual enqutrtes as to the securities, &c., the contract was executed 
on the 12th August of the same year. 

That although considerable preparatton of matertals was made by 
the contractors, thetr progress wtth the work generally was very un- 
satisfactory, so much so as to compel the Board in September last to 
tnstttute proceedings to take the work out of thetr hands. That the 
parttes so contracted with, were those who had taken the work of the 
Montreal termtnation of the Lachtne Canal, tn whtch they also fatled; 
and becoming bankrupt, all thetr outfit, as well as the materials pre- 
pared by them for the prosecutton of their works, were placed in the 


526 


hands of the asstgnees, and it has been but within the last few days 
that the Board have been able to make such arrangements with them as 
give them the command of the matertals. 

The work ts now re-advertized, and every exertion will be made to 
have the work completed tn the shortest posstble time. 


I have, &c. 
(Stgned, ) H.H. KILDALY, 
Chatrman. 

Honourable D. DALY, 

Provinetal Secretary, 

Ger Wer wee. 

And also, 
Quebec Turn- Return to an Address of the Legislative As- 
ptke Roads. sembly to His Excellency, the Admintstrator of 


the Government, dated 30th ultimo; praying that 
His Excellency wtll be pleased to acquatnt the House "wtth the rea- 
sons why the Trustees of the Quebec Turnptke Roads have not caused 
the road from the Cote de Champigny (ineluding the atd Céte) to the 
Bridge commonly called the "Red Bridge" or "Commisstoner's Brtdge" to 
be Macadamized, in conformity wtth the Act 8th Victoria, chap. 565, 
and tf the satd Trustees have the tntentton of conforming themselves 
to the satd law, and of Macadamtztng the satd road tn the course of 
next summer." 


(Copy.) 
Quebec, 7th April, 1846. 


Sih. 

In answer to your letter dated the Ist instant, transmitting copy of 
an Address of the House of Assembly for certain tnformatton relative to 
the Quebee Turnptke Trust, I have the honour to tnform you, by order of 
the Trustees of the Quebec Turnptke Roads,that they have not caused 
the road from the Céte de Champigny, ineluding the said Cote,to the 
Bridge commonly called the Red Bridge or Commisstoner's Bridge, to be 
Macadamtzed, tn conformity with the Act 8th Vtct., c. 55, for the fol- 
lowing reasons:-- 

Because the loan authorised by the satd Statute of the sum of 
etght thousand etght hundred and etghty-two pounds currency was granted 
upon the petitton and esttmate made by the Trustees to the Legtslature, 
for the purpose of fintshing the old roads and works then tn progress and 
previously put under thetr management, tn which estimate the Champigny 
Road was not ineluded; but after the petition and estimate made by the 
Trustees, tt was tneluded tn the Act by the Legtslature wtthout any pro- 
vtston or grant of moneys for tts construction. 

To make and Macadamize the Champtgny Road as provided for by the Act 
tt wtll requtre a sum of three thousand pounds currency or thereabouts. 
I am further directed by the Trustees to inform you, that steps 

have been taken by them preparatory to commenetng and making the 
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Champigny Road as soon as they have funds to apply to that object. 
I have, &e. 
(Stgned, ) J. PORTER, 
Secretary. 
Honourable D. DALY, 
Provinetal Secretary, 
&e. &C. &. 


Ordered, That the Select Committee on Railroads have leave to report 
from time to time. 


Report on The Honourable Mr. Robinson, from the Select 
Ratlroad Bills. Committee on Ratlroad Bills, wtth power to report 


from time to time, presented to the House the 
First Report of the satd Committee, which was again read at the 
Clerk's table. 
(For the satd Report, see Appendix R.) 


Magdalen Ordered, That the Select Committee to whtch was 
Istands Bill. referred the Magdalen Islands Bill, and other 


References, have leave to report from time to 
time. 


Ordered, That Mr. Leslte be added to the said Committee. 


Mr. Christie, from the Select Comntttee to whtch was referred 
the Bill relating to the Magdalen Islands, in the Gulf St. Lawrence, 
and to enable the tnhabttants , householders thereof, to establish a 
Muntetpal Counctl in the satd Islands, and other references, with 
power to report from time to time, presented to the House the First 
Report of the satd Committee, which was again read at the Clerk's 
table. 
(For the said Report, see Appendix S.) 


Report on Mr. Stewart of Bytown, from the Select Com- 
Petttton of W. mtttee to which was referred the Petition of Wil- 
Rogerson, ltam Rogerson and others, Manufacturers of Lum- 
Be ae. ber, of the Province of Canada, and other refer- 


ences, presented to the House the Report of the 
satd Commtttee, whtch was agatn read at the Clerk's table, and is as 
followeth:-- 


Report. Your Committee having taken tnto constdera- 
tton the Pettttons of several parttes, praying 
that the salary of the Supervisor of Cullers in Quebec be increased; 
beg leave to recommend that such salary be tnereased from four hun- 
dred to five hundred pounds, and that tt should not hereafter exceed 
that sum. 
(87) 
Ordered, That the said Report be committed to a Committee of the 
whole House, on to-morrow. 


x28 


Private Bills. Mr. Hale, from the Standing Committee on Prt- 

vate Bills, presented to the House the Fifth Re- 
port of the satd Committee, whtch was again read at the Clerk's table, 
and is as followeth:-- 


Trafalgar Your Committee have examined the Bill to tn- 
Road Bill. corporate certain persons as "the Trafalgar, Es- 


questing, and Erin Road Company," and have made cer- 
tain anendments thereto, whtch they submtt to your Honourable House. 


Petition of A. Your Committee have considered the Petitton 
Leslte, Esq. of Anthony Leslte, Esquire, Inspector of Licences 


for the Dtstrict of Bathurst; praying to be pro- 
teeted from the consequences attendant upon hts having tnadvertently 
voted at the last Electton for the County of Lanark. A law was 
passed last Sesston for the purpose of tndemnifying such persons 
(being dtsabled from voting) as might, through tgnorance of the law, 
have given thetr votes at the last General Electton; but as the Elec- 
tion in question was held a few months subsequent to the General 
Electton, the Petitioner's case does not come within that Act; your 
Comntttee beg leave, therefore, to recommend that a Bill be passed 
for hts reltef. 





Woodstock The Petttton of John Burwell, Esqutre, pray- 
Raitroad. ing against the tncorporatton of the Woodstock, 


Port Burwell, and Port Rowan Ratlroad Company, 
has been referred to your Committee, but as they have already re- 
ported agatnst the measure in question, it ts unnecessary for them 
to take the Petttton into thetr constderation. 








Report on Pe- Mr. Willtams, from the Select Committee, to 
tition of J. W. which was referred the Petition of James W. Shar- 
Sharrard, et al. rard and others, of Ptekering and other Townshtps 


tn the Home District, presented to the House the 
Report of the satd Commtttee, whitch was agatn read at the Clerk's 
table, and ts as followeth:-- 

Your Committee have considered the Petition of James W. Sharrard 
and others, of the Home District, praying that the mintsters of the 
denomination called "Christians," may be allowed to celebrate Mar- 
riage; and having ascertained that the members of the satd denomina- 
tton, are respectable and somewhat extenstve body, they beg leave to 
recommend that the privtlege whitch they desire to obtain for their 
mintsters be granted to them, upon the same conditions as the minis- 
ters of other denomtnattons. 








"Bible Ordered, That Mr. Williams have leave to bring in 
Christtans" a Btll to extend the benefit of a certain Act 
Bole of the Parliament of Upper Canada, therein 


menttoned, to the ministers of the denomina- 
tion calling themselves "Btble Christians;" and also to extend the 
benefit of the satd Act to a certain other denomination styling them- 
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selves "Christtans." 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Monday next. 


Leslie's In- Ordered, That Mr. Leslie have leave to bring in a 
demni fication Bill to indemnify Anthony Leslie, Inspector 
Bie. of Lieenses, for having, tn ignorance of the 


Law, voted at the late Election for the County 
of Lanark. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Thursday next. 


Great Western Ordered, That the Bill to tneorporate a Company 
Rattlroad Bill. to extend the Great Western Railroad from 

Hamttton to Toronto, be committed to a Com- 
mittee of the whole House, to-morrow. 


Gaspé Admin- Ordered, That the Bill for the better administra- 
tstration of tton of Justice tn the General Sessions of 
Justice Bill. the Peace for Gaspé, and to prevent charges 


upon the Treasury of the Provinee, for un- 
necessartly summoning Jurors thereto, as reported by the Select Com- 
mittee, to which was referred the Magdalen Islands Bill and other 
References, be commttted to a Committee of the whole House, on to- 
morrow. 


Trafalgar Ordered, That the Bill to incorporate certain 
Road Btll. ersons, as "the Trafalgar, Esquest and 
EE SE P Sd UNE 


Erin Road Company," as reported by the 
Standing Comntttee on Private Bills, be committed to a Committee 
of the whole House, on Thursday next. 





Niagara _and Ordered, That the First Report of the Select Com- 
Detroit Rivers mittee on Ratlroad Bills, upon the Petttton 
Rattlroad. of John Prince, Esquire, Prestdent of the 





Niagara and Detrott Rivers Railroad Company 
and others, freeholders and tnhabttants of Upper Canada, be committed 
to a Committee of the whole House, on to-morrow. 


Dempsey 's Re- Ordered, That the Fourth Report of the Standtng 
Lief Bill. Committee on Private Bills, phen (He BtlLl to 


authorize the Courts of Queen's Bench and of 
Chaneery, in Upper Canada, in their discretion to admit John W. Demp- 
sey, to practise as an Attorney and Solicttor therein, together with 
the satd Bill, be committed to a Committee of the whole House, on to- 
morrow. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER43 had a motion to submit to the House, which 
he felt it was his duty to do. The precedent he had endeavored to 
follow had occurred in the Irish Parliament after the restoration of 
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Charles II. The Speaker was absent in England with an address to His 
Majesty, and had not returned at the opening of Parliament. When met, 
a motion was made in approval of his absence, and the House not wish- 
ing to dispense with his services, the Solicitor General was appointed 
to act in his place, and it appeared that the whole matter had pre- 
viously been determined on, for after the election, the Usher of the 
Black Rod appeared at the door and said that the Lords Justices were 
sitting in the Irish House of Lords, and accordingly the House pro- 
ceeded there with their new Speaker, who addressed their Lordships, 

as the report said, "in a neat, appropriate speech, befitting the oc- 
casion.""44 


A laugh from MR. LAFONTAINE.4> 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER ((resumed:)) And which part of the proceed- 
ing he (Mr Draper) had no doubt would not be omitted in the present 
instance. He should therefore move that the House do present an hum- 
ble address to His Excellency informing him of the temporary leave of 
absence which had been granted to Sir A. Macnab, and notifying him 
that they had chosen another member to preside over them.46 He con- 
cluded that this notification being made, means would be taken, on 
the part of His Excellency, to meet the House in a becoming manner, 
in order to have the new Speaker properly introduced to him. 47 


MR. AYLWIN wished to offer a few observations, but he hoped Her 
Majesty's Attorney General would understand that he had no desire to 
raise obstacles in the path of the Government. He was simply anxious, 
that in the circumstances before the House, they should act without 
reproach, so that if ever a similar painful domestic calamity should 
unfortunately force a future Speaker to ask the indulgence of the 
House, that they would be able to find a precedent in the course they 
were now adopting. For his part, the intelligence had come upon him 
so suddenly, that he had not been able to turn back to any analogous 
case, and he must confess that the annals of the Irish Parliament 
were not an authority he would wish to select, for it was the last 
place where he would look for anything good. He had unfortunately 
been absent when the former speaker had requested permission to va- 
cate his seat, and therefore he had been unable to add his word of 
sympathy. But what he had to remark could perhaps be better said 
in the absence of that honorable gentleman, for, in his presence he 
would have hesitated in the selection of his language .48 It was, 
that he deemed it his special and particular duty, especially under 
circumstances which he (Mr. Aylwin) had been placed, and which were 
known to every hon. member in the House, to express his regret, his 
deep regret, at the loss which the House had received by the depart- 
ure of the late Speaker; and, more than al1,49 when he reflected on 
the painful circumstances which had compelled him to retire, he0 
hoped and believed that every member of the House sympathized with 
the hon. gentleman as deeply as he did,°1 


(87) 
On motton of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, seconded 
by the Honourable Mr. Daly, 


fo yl 


Address, in- Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
forming His Hts Excellency, the Administrator of the Govern- 
Excellency of ment, informing His Excellency that thts House, 
absence of Mr. upon the application of their Speaker, the 
Speaker. Honourable Sir Allan Napter MacNab, Knight, 


has, for the reasons assigned by him, of an 
impending severe domestte calamity, granted to him leave of absence 
from his duttes, and have appotnted a Member of thts House to be 
thetr Speaker, until the return of Sir Allan Napter MacNab, their 
first Speaker. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency, the 
Administrator of the Government, by such Members of this House, 
as are of the Honourable the Executtve Counctl of this Province. 


Orders Post- Ordered, That the Orders of the Day be postponed 
poned. until to-morrow. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER then rose to move the adjournment of the 
House, but before members separated23 ((he)) wished to make reference 
to matters which had already occupied the attention of the House, and 
which were matters of public notoriety. His object in rising was to 
perform an act of justice to an hon gentleman>4, who filled a high 
place in another branch of the Legislature, whom he might now, once 
more in sincerity and truth, designate his honourable friend.°6 It 
was due to the house, to the hon. gentlemen, and himself, that he 
should_not withhold his present admission. He had to express his re- 
gret, that in a former debate28 when speaking of a certain corres- 
pondence which had now become, he might say, famous” » from ignor- 
ance of the whole character of those letters, he had adopted a tone 
towards that hon. gentleman, that he never would have used, had he 
been aware of their contents. In justice to himself and©9 desiring, 
as he did, never unnecessarily to attack an absent man, and especial- 
ly never to attack him unjustly —- and in justice to that honourable 
gentleman, 6l he would repeat that had he known the facts, the words 
would never have been uttered.©2 From what he had since seen he 
(Mr. D.) was convinced that his remarks were unjustifiable, and he 
took that occasion publicly to declare s0®3, On one other point he 
would remark, that he had on a former evening dissented from the 
truth of a statement which appeared in part of the correspondence 
which had been read that evening, 4 but he had not been clearly under- 
stood. He wished to couple it with the assurance, that he felt con- 
fident that the hon. gentleman would never have written it had he 
not believed the statement to have been made,®5 and although he (Mr. 
Draper) also believefi (sic) that he had not said what was imputed 
to him, yet the affair occurred in a personal interview, and a mis- 
understanding might have occurred®6, for he believed him incapable 
of stating what was not true. 


MR. AYLWIN said, that the observations of the honourable member 
for London were correct, and made in a right spirit; in fact they 


poy! 


were just such as he (Mr. Aylwin) would have made had he been in the 
position of that hon. gentleman, 68 ((However he)) was sorry that the 
present occasion had been taken to make any remarks relative to these 
affairs, as there was no opportunity to debate the question. He 
should have wished them to have been made at a different time, and 
under different circumstances. The hon. member for Terrebonne was 
placed in an extraordinary position. /9 


Hear, hear, and laughter ((from)) MR. J. A. MACDONALD./1 


MR. AYLWIN:- The hon. member for Kingston might cry hear, but/2 
something would be heard and the hon. member for Terrebonne would be 
heard -— when his turn came. He repeated that that hon. gentleman 
stood in a position which was by no means an enviable one (hear, 
hear) as far as those were concerned who did not know him, but he 
(Mr. Aylwin) had known him and had had some experience of him, and 
he knew the other hon. gentleman to whom allusion had been made,/3 
by the member for London/4, and thought he had some experience of 
him too.’ He therefore regretted that anything had been said. If 
it had been said on the morrow, painful as the circumstances might 
be, he would then feel it his duty to come forward.’© On a former oc- 
casion he had felt it his duty not to_open his mouth, and to abstain 
from giving a vote, and he desired to say nothing under the cir- 
cumstances of that eveing, but oh! if the disucssion should come 
up on the succeeding evening, he would feel it his duty to say some- 
thing, he would feel it his duty to stand up and defend his friend 
and his colleague. /8 He (Mr. A.) believed his hon. and learned 
friend for Terrebonne right, and he could not allow any aspersions 
to be cast upon him./9 His friend's character was now assailed, and 
he should therefore speak. He Ee it the subject should be put off 
for a day, or at once be discussed. 0 Why did he wish the subject 
put off? Because if had been the happiest moment of his life when 
he had that evening led the hon. Speaker to the chair, because he 
hoped from that moment for better things for the Province and the 
Empire, and because angry discussion8l ((and)) the observations of 
the hon. member had called forth his most painful feelings. If, how- 
ever, the discussion was publicly brought out, he should take his 
stand by his hon friend, who he (Mr Aylwin) considered in the right, 
and82 ((who)) had been ill-treated, and ill-treated in the worst pos- 
sible way.® He (Mr Aylwin) would say nothing of his own wrongs. 

His hon. friend from Terrebonne knew to what he alluded, and although 
he might admit that had he been in the position of the Attorney Gen- 

eral he should have adopted a similar course, yet he considered that 

the discussion ought not to have originated to throw a cloud over the 
reputation of his hon. friend .84 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER - Explained that he meant to throw no asper- 
sions upon any one, but simply to explain his own remarks on a former 
occasion. 8° ((He)) wished to do nothing but that act of justice 
which he conceived was due to his hon. friend86, to acknowledge his 
error in censuring an hon. gentleman who was not a member of this 


See) 


House. He had been most guarded in his language? , and he was glad 
that the hon. gentleman who had just spoken concurred with him in 
thinking he was right to do 5088 | and certainly ((he)) had not re- 
flected upon any hon. member.89 He intended to make no allusions to 


any person of anything beyond that, and desired that his remarks might 
be understood in no other light.90 


MR. AYLWIN hoped that it was understood that the hon. member for 
Terrebonne was not called upon that night for any explanation, and 
that no gauntlet had been thrown down to challenge discussion. 7+ 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER assented. 22 


(87) 
Then, on motion of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, 
seconded by the Honourable Mr. Daly, 
The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX, 13 APRIL 1846. 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: ADDRESS TO HIS EXCELLENCY FOR COPIES 
OF CORRESPONDENCE RE: SALE OF CLERGY RESERVES.) ) 


MR. CHALMERS gave notice that he would move to-morrow for an ad- 
dress to His Excellency the Governor General, for copies of all cor- 
respondence between His Excellency and the Secretary of State, in re- 
ference to the sale of the Clergy Reserves. 

Mr. Chalmers said that he felt embarrassed in reference to the 
notice, and the reason was, that the learned Att. Gen. West, in a con- 
versation a few moments ago, had stated to him that there was no such 
communication, he might have misunderstood him, and he would assure 
the Government that he did not wish to embarrass, but nothing would 
hold him short, from getting the subject before the House. 93 


FOOTNOTES - 13 APRIL 1846, 
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PILOT, 14 April 1846, which noted that during the delivery of the 
speech "the hon. and learned speaker was much affected; and indeed 
there was scarcely a member on either side of the House that did not 
evince deep sympathy with the learned gentleman." 

The debate on this matter was reported by: LE CANADIEN, 17 April 
1846; PILOT, 14 April 1846, whose account was copied by BROCKVILLE 
RECORDER, 16 April 1846; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846, BRITISH 
COLONIST, 17 April 1846, COBOURG STAR, 22 April 1846, and LA MINERVE, 
16 April 1846, in accounts identical except that LA MINERVE's and the 
COBOURG STAR's reports are somewhat abbreviated; and KINGSTON NEWS, 16 
20 April 1846. Commentaries are contained in LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 
16 April 1846; LE CANADIEN, 20 April 1846; and BRITISH COLONIST, 17, 
21 April 1846. 

PILOT, 14 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 

PILOT, 14 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 

PILOT, 14 April 1846. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846, noted: 

"The hon. gentleman sat down much affected." 

According to PILOT, 14 April 1846, it was Baldwin who seconded the 
motion. 

LE CANADIEN, 17 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 20 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. The KINGSTON NEWS, 20 April 1846, 
reported this segment of the speech as: "A similar case had happened 
in the English Parliament, when the Speaker had been permitted to 
absent himself from circumstances affecting his own interest...." 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 

PILOT, 14 Aprid 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 20 April 1846. 

PLLOT, 14 April 1546. 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 18464. 

PILOT, 14 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 20 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 

The MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846, noted: "The House then ad- 
journed for about half an hour." KINGSTON NEWS, 20 April 1846, how- 
ever reported that the adjournment was for an hour. 

The MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846, noted that Mr. Price presented 
this petition. 

IBID. 

EBGD 

IBID. 

RB LDE 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 
April 1846, BRITISH COLONIST, 17 April 1846, and LA MINERVE, 16 April 
1846, in accounts identical except that LA MINERVE's report was some- 
what abbreviated; and KINGSTON NEWS, 20 April 1846. 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 14 April 1846, 
and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 16 April 1846, in identical accounts; LA 
MINERVE, 16 April 1846, MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846, and BRITISH 
COLONIST, 17 April 1846 in accounts identical except that LA MINERVE's 
report was somewhat abbreviated; LE CANADIEN, 17 April 1846, translat- 
ing an account from MONTREAL HERLAD, and KINGSTON NEWS, 20 April 
1846, in accounts identical except that LE CANADIEN omitted certain 
speakers; and KINGSTON NEWS, 16 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 20 April 1846. 

PILOT, 14 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 20 April 1846. 

PILOT, 14 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 20 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 18464. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 20 April 1846. 

PILOT, 14 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 20 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 

KINGSTON NEWS, 20 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 





69. 
70. 
vie 
72. 
fei 
74. 
ex 
Os 
ike 
78. 


5 
/ 


80. 
al 
82. 
83. 
84. 
85. 
86. 
Si. 
88. 
So: 
90. 
aL. 
92. 
93" 


PILOT, 14 April 1846. 
KINGSTON NEWS, 20 April 1846. 
IBID. 

IBID. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846, 


KINGSTON NEWS, 20 April 1846. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 


KINGSTON NEWS, 20 April 1846. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 
BRITISH COLONIST, 17 April 1846. 


Be] 


This source was used due to the 


omission of one line in the account of MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 


PILOT, 14 April 1846. 
KINGSTON NEWS, 20 April 1846. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 


KINGSTON NEWS, 20 April 1846. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 


KINGSTON NEWS, 20 April 1846. 
PILOT, 14 April 1846. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 


PILOT, 14 April 1846. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 


PILOT, 14 April 1846. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 April 1846. 


IBID. 
IBID. 
PILOT, 14 April 1846. 


TUESDAY, 14 APRIL 1846. 


(87) 
House_attends A MESSAGE from Hts Excellency, the Admints- 
Administrator trator of the Government, by Fredertek Starr Jar- 
of the Govern- vis, Esquire, Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod. 
ment in Legis- Mr. Speaker, 
lative Counctl His Excellency, the Administrator of the Govern- 
Chamber. ment, destres the immediate attendance of this 


Honourable House, in the Legtslative Council 
Chamber. 
Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, with the House, went to the Counetl 
Chamber, 


(88) 

And betng returned, 

Mr. Speaker reported, that when the House did attend His EFxcel- 
Lency, the Admintstrator of the Government, this day, in the Legis- 
lative Counetl Chamber, he had addressed His Excellency as follows, 
ViBI=-- 


MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 


Sir As iN. The Legtslative Assembly having, upon the 
MacNab 's application of thetr Speaker, Str Allan Napter 
absence. MacNab, Knight, for the reason asstgned by him, 


of an impending severe domestic calamity, granted 
to him leave of absence from hits duttes, I have the honour to state 
that they have been pleased to appotnt me to be thetr Speaker, until 
the return of Str Allan Napier MacNab. 

If, in the performanee of the important duttes thus entrusted to 
me, I should at any time fall tnto error, I trust that the fault will 
be tmputed to me alone, and not to the Assembly, whose servant I am; 
and that whtle I have the honour to fill thts htgh and important 
offtce, nothing may occur to affect or dimintsh the harmony between 
the different branches of the Legtslature, which has hitherto so 
happily prevattled. 

To whitch the Honourable the Speaker of the Legislative Council 
satd, 

Mr. Speaker, 

I am commanded by Hts Excellency, the Administrator of the Govern- 
ment, to declare to you, that he recetves the communication just made 
by you, with full confidence in the wtsdom and judgment of the As- 
sembly, who have thus appotnted you to be their Speaker during the 
absence of Str Allan Napter MacNab. 


Middlesex Mr. Speaker aequatnted the House that he had 
Electton. received the Report of the Commisstoners, appointed 

to take evidence tn the matter of the Contested 
Election for the County of Middlesex. 
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Supervisor of Mr. Speaker laid before the House the accounts 
Cullers. of the Supervisor of Cullers to the 31st December, 


1845, as required by the Act 8th Viet. cap. 49. 


ee ne 


Also, 
Mechanic's Statement of Property held by the Mechanic's 
Institute. Institute of Montreal, as requtred by the Act 8th 


Viet. scap. 93. 
Mechanie's Institute of Montreal, April, 1846. 


GENERAL ABSTRACT OF PROPERTY. 


Library, 850 Volumes, estimated value... . £212 10 O 
Setenttftie Apparatus 58 0 O 
Chemical GO o WIR 66 | 0 20 
MUNEVALER pm Wa ie ee 60 0 O 
Maps, Charts and Drawings . 12 10 O 
Pamphlets and unbound works . LO) FO) 30 
EUPVATUVCG 25, cee ia Se a hs LB io OO 
COMPELS 7 rea 
Certtfted, 


JOHN OSTELL, 
Prestdent of the 
Montreal Mechantes' Instttute. 
CHS. M'DONALD, 


Recording Secretary. 


And also, 
Banks and In- Statements of the affatrs of the Banks and 
surance Offtces. Insurance Offtees of the Provinee, received in 
conformtty to an order of the House of the 31st 
ultimo. 


Pettttons latd The following Petttitons were severally brought 
on the table. up and latd on the table. 

By the Honourable Mr. Soltettor General Sher- 
wood,--The Petition of William Leslie, Sentor, and others, members of 
the Untted Chureh of England and Ireland, of the Townships of Moore 
and Sombra; and the Petttton of the Toronto Board of Trade, (relating 
to the rate of Postage.) 

By Mr. Roblin,--The Petitton of Samuel Solmes, Esquire, and others, 
of the District of Prince Edward. 

By the Honourable Mr. Robtnson,--The Petitton of Willtam Gamble 
and others, of the Home Distrtet; the Petttton of the Reverend Thomas 
Smith Kennedy and others, members of the Untted Church of England and 
Ireland, in the Townships of Darlington and Clarke, in the Dtocese 
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of Toronto; and the Petition of John Tipping and others, tnhabitants 
of the District of Stmecoe. 

By the Honourable Mr. Baldwin,--The Petition of Chester Draper and 
others, of Cartwright, Martposa, and other Townships; the Petition of 
Peter Perry and others, tnhabttants of Whttby and other Townshtps; and 
the Petition of Joseph Gould and others, of the Township of Uxbridge, 
in the Home District. 

By Mr. Thompson,--The Petttion of the President, Directors, and 
Company, of the Gore Bank. 

By Mr. Webster,--The Petttion of George J. Grange and Thomas Hodg- 
skin, on behalf of a Publte Meeting in the Town of Guelph, tn the 
District of Wellington. 

By Mr. DeWitt,--The Petition of S. B. Caldwell and others, Leather 
Manufacturers and Leather Dealers. 








Petition of Ordered, That the Petttton of the Reverend Ed- 
Rev. EB. G. ward G. Sutton and others, members of the 
Sutton, et al. United Chureh of England and Ireland, in the 
Referred. Diocese of Quebec, be referred to the Select 


Committee to which was referred the Petitton 
of the Church Soetety of the Dtocese of Toronto. 


Report on Pe- Mr. Dickson, from the Select Commtttee ‘to 
tition of Munt- whteh was referred the Petitton of the Muntctpal 
etpal Counerl, Counetl of the District of Ntagara, (relating to 
(Niagara. ) Temperance Houses,) presented to the House the 


Report of the satd Committee, which was again 
read at the Clerk's table, and ts as followeth:-- 

Your Committee, to whitch was referred the Petttton of the Niagara 
District Muntetpal Counetl, praying that an Act may be passed author- 
tzing the respective District Counctls of thts Province to pass Bye- 
Laws for the regulation of Temperance Houses, beg leave to report 
that, tn thetr optnton, a great necesstty extsts for some provtsion 
betng made by law for the regulatton of Temperance Houses, the same 
betng very numerous throughout the Province; and as they hold out 
tnducements for all well-disposed persons to frequent the same, your 
Committee are of optnton, that they ought to be equally required to 
furntsh good and comfortable accommodation as well as persons taking 
out ltcenses, that those persons repatring thereto may find those 
comforts whitch they ought to recetve, and which proprietors of the 
satd Houses ought to be compelled to furnish; and therefore, the satd 
Petttton ts, by your Committee, recommended to the favourable con- 
stderation of the House. 


Temperance Ordered, That Mr. Dickson have leave to bring in 
Houses Bill. a Bill to enable the Distrtet Councils in 


Upper Canada to regulate Temperance Houses. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Monday next. 
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Private Bills. Mr. Hale, from the Standing Committee on Prt- 

vate Bills, presented to the House the Sixth Re- 
port of the satd Committee, whitch was again read at the Clerk's table, 
and ts as followeth:-- 





Vidal's Re- Your Committee have examined the Bill to vest 
itef Bill. tn Richard E. Vidal, hts heirs and asstgns, the 


Government allowance for a Road across certain 
lots of land in the Townshtp of Sarnia, in the Western District, now 


(89) 
belongtng to htm, and have agreed to the same without amendment. While 
thus reporting the Bill in question, your Committee deem themselves 
called upon to recommend, that the party whose reltef is contemplated 
by tt, should be exempted from the usual payment requtred for Private 
Bills, tn as much as tt has tn view the rendering legal and valid a 
transfer of the site of a public road, made bona fide by publte auth- 
ortttes, the legaltty of whitch ts questioned. 


Bronté Your Committee have considered the Petttton 
Harbour. of the Prestdent and Dtrectors of the Bronté Har- 

bour Company, praying that their Act of tncorpora- 
tion, which expired last year, tn consequence of the works not having 
been completed, may be renewed; and finding that a portton of the 
eapttal stock has been subsertbed and patd up, and that a substantial 
Pter has been constructed, they beg leave to recommend that the satd 
prayer be granted. 


Petition of Your Comntttee have also constdered the 
L. Betsang. Petition of Lodicartus Betsang and others, com- 


platning of the formaltttes and expenses to 
whteh they are subjected tn order to avail themselves of the Alten 
Act, and praying for the passing of a general law relative to the 
naturalization of altens; and your Committee, whtle they do not con- 
stder that the subject of a general law comes legitimately within 
the scope of thetr duttes, are also of optnion, that they should not 
proceed further tn the consideration of the Petttton in question, 
the Executtve Government betng the authority to whom the Pettttoners 
should have addressed themselves, and tn whom the dtscrettonary power 
of establishing the formaltttes complained of, ts vested by the Prov- 
tnetal Statute. 


Vidal's Re- Ordered, That the stxth Report of the Standing 
lief Bill. Committee on Private Bills, upon the Brill 


to vest in Richard E. Vidal, his hetrs and 
assigns, the Government allowance for a Road across certain lots of 
land in the Townshtp of Sarnia, in the Western District, now belong- 
tng to htm, be committed to a Committee of the whole House on to- 
morrow. 


Bankrupt Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Attorney Gen- 
Laws Bill. eral Smith have leave to bring in a Bill to 
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eontinue and amend the Bankrupt Laws now in force tn this Province. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, 


MR. AYLWIN begged to say that he should give this bill his most 
decided opposition. It had been forced upon him, when in the ministry, 
in a very peculiar manner, and against his own wishes.2 The Bankrupt 
Law was an abominable one and ought to be abolished; he was surprised 
that any Minister would undertake the odious task of perpetuating it.3 


MR. CAMERON could not agree in a whole sale condemnation of the 
law; he thought it was often a relief to the honest debtor, and af- 
forded facilities to trade; but he should admit that he had heard uni- 
versal complaints of the law as it now stood as affording great temp- 
tation to roguery4. ((He)) objected to some of the workings of the 
present bill, which were of a kind that made it impossible for any 
man to continue honest who was exposed to its operation. He, there- 
fore, hoped that the Attorney General's measure would remedy the de- 
fects complained of .6 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH. - The present law expires this session, and 
his (the Atty. Genl's) object was not to revive it in its present 
form. Guarantees against the frauds now complained of would be intro- 
duced/, Amongst these, the principal were the appointment of official 
assignees instead of those chosen by creditors, as at present8, and 
new regulations would be made respecting the granting of certificates 
to Bankrupts. At present it was a matter of much doubt and diffi- 
culty with the Commissioners to pronounce upon the statements fur- 
nished by Bankrupts. Instead of the present mode the Bill then be- 
fore the House required that proper books of accounts be produced 
before a certificate would be granted. ? 


MR. MOFFATT thought that the principal evils under the present 
bill occurred from the inattention of creditors to their own inter- 
ests. 


MR. DEWITT would prefer a new bill altogether; none of the pre- 
sent law should be retained such was its tendency to crime and fraud. 
As to books, he thought they could be no security. After a man had 
been white-washed too (sic) or three times it would be easy for him 
to make books.1ll 


MR. LAFONTAINE ((asked a question of Mr. Moffatt.))12 


MR. MOFFATT, in answer said, that the Board of Trade of Montreal 
had applied for an alteration of the Bankrupt Law. 13 


MR. LAFONTAINE would remark respecting the printing of the pre- 
sent bill what he often before had occasion to say, viz., that he 
trusted it would not be delayed till the last hour. No matter to what 
length the second reading was deferred - whether a week or a month, 
the Bill never reached the hands of members before the very time they 
were called upon to discuss it.! 
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(89) 
and the same was received and read for the first time, and ordered 
to be read a second time on Tuesday next. 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITHL5 - moved that the House go into Committee to 
adopt a Resolution empowering the Government to re-build the Montreal 
Court House and to acquire the ground for that purposel6, 


(89) 
On motton of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smtth, seconded 
by Mr. Soltettor General Taschereau 


poeenes ates hee Ea 
Court House, Resolved, That thts House do now resolve itself 
(Montreal. ) tnto a Committee of the whole House, to take 


into constderatton the proprtety of adopting 
measures for the rebutldtng of a Court House in the Ctty of Montreal, 
and of aequtring the ground necessary therefor, and of providing the 
necessary Funds for that object. 
The House accordingly resolved ttself into the satd Committee. 
Mr. Duggan took the Chair of the Committee, 


MR. JOHNSTON ((asked a question.))1/ 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH in reply ... stated that it was the intention 
to raise the necessary funds by increase of tax upon law proceedings 
as had been done in one instance before by the Parliament of Lower 
Canada.18 


MR. AYLWIN - would offer no objection to the general resolution 
then submitted, but would on the proper occasion, enter upon the ques- 
tion of "ways and means.'"' A tax upon law proceedings was the most 
odious of all taxes; it was wrung, from the most wretched class of 
the people. The hon member deprecated at much length the proposed 
tax as a further infringement on the Union Act acording (sic) to 
which, the Judiciary in Lower Canada was to remain as before - all 
expenses attending it having been paid out of the public chest.19 


MR. LAFONTAINE - asked what was meant by the word "acquiring" in 
the resolution. 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH —- The object of the Government was to acquire 
ground other than the present site, upon which to erect the new 
building. The question would come up at the proper time, 21 


MR. BALDWIN - thought that if any difference of opinion existed 
about a site, it was desirable that the resolution should not be so 
worded as to pledge the House to any certain course. He would sug- 
gest the striking out of the word acquiring, and the substituting 
of some more general term. 22 


This suggestion was adopted and the resolution accordingly car- 
ried.23 


(89) 
and after some time spent therein, 
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Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair, 

And Mr. Duggan reported that the Committee had come to a Resolution, 
whteh he was dtreeted to submit to the House, whenever it shall be 
pleased to recetve the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


Message from A Message from the Legislative Counetl by 
Legtslative Joln Fennings Taylor, Esquire, one of the Masters 
Counetl. tn Chancery. 


Mr. Speaker, 
The Legtslative Counctl have passed the followtng Bills, to wh~ch 
they destre the coneurrence of the Assembly. 


Brockville "An Act to authorize the Devisees and Trus- 
Police (Town tees of the wtll of the late Honourable Charles 
Lot) Bilt. Jones, to convey a Town Lot theretn menttoned, 


to the President and Board of Poltce of Brock- 
vtlle, for the uses and purposes therein menttoned." 


Vanzandt's "An Act for the Relief of Jultet Vanzandt, 
Relief Bill. wife of Jacob L. Vanzandt, who claims as sister 





of half blood of Richard Dunean, late of Weiletams— 
burgh, in the Eastern District of the Province. eaten 


Gloucester "An Act for defining and establtshing the 
Gore Bill. course of the stde lines of lots tn the Gore of 
the Tounshtp of Gloucester, tn the District of 
Dathouste." 
And then he wtthdrew. 


Brockville An Engrossed Bill from the Legislative Coun- 
Poltee (Town etl, tntituled, "An Act to authorize the Devisees 
Lot Bobi, and Trustees of the will of the late Honourable 


Charles Jones, to convey a Town Lot therein men- 
tioned to the Prestdent and Board of Police of Brockville, for the 
uses and purposes therein mentioned," was read for the first time. 





Vanzandt's An Engrossed Bill from the Legtslattve Coun- 
Reltef Bill. etl, tntttuled, "An Act for the Reltef of Jultet 


Vanzandt, wife of Jacob L. Vanzandt, who claims 
as Stster of the half blood of Rtehard Duncan, late of Williamsburgh, 
tn the Eastern District of thts Province," was read for the first time. 





Gloucester An Engrossed Bill from the Legislative Coun- 
Gore Bill. etl, tntttuled, "An Act for defining and estab- 

lishing the course of the side lines of lots tn 
the Gore of the Township of Gloucester, in the Distrtet of Dalhousie," 
was read for the first time. 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY moved the House into Committee to consider 
the expediency of amending the law relative to the manner of levying 
duties upon Spirits.24 
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(89) 
On motion of the Honourable Mr. Cayley, seconded by the Honourable 
Mr. Attorney General Smith, 


Duty on Stills. Resolved, That this House do now resolve ttself 
tnto a Committee of the whole House, to take 
tnto constderation the propriety of repealtng the Laws in force relat- 
tng to duttes on Stills, and the method of collecting the same, and 
of substituting other enactments therefor. 
The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Committee. 
Mr. Cauchon took the Chatr of the Committee, 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY moved the amendment of laws ((r))elating to 
duties on still((s)).2> It was not his intention to go into the sub- 
ject at the present stage of proceedings. He would content himself 
by observing that he had two objects in view, the first was2® to ob- 
tain the sanction of the House2/ to provide a more equitable mode than 
that now in force; and the second was to increase the Revenue. Under 
the present system the duty was levied upon the capacity of the Still, 
without relation to its construction except in certain cases, and 
without respect to how often it was worked, or the quantity which was 
produced from it. The principle he therefore proposed for the adoption 
of the House was shifting the duty to the Spirits themselves, so that 
the Distiller would pay according to the quantity he manufactured, 28 
He considered it the more equitable way.29 


MR. CAMERON said, he was happy to be able to support the motion 
of the Hon. Inspector General, and he believed it would be productive 
of both of the objects he had stated he had in view39, It was decid- 
edly the more equitable mode to lay the tax on the gallon. It would 
also3l raise a considerable revenue from an article which was the 
most legitimate object of it.32 He, (Mr. C.) however, hoped there 
would be no attempt to introduce the English system of excise. 


MR. ERMATINGER said, that he was in favor of levying the duty on 
the Sap eaas of the mash tun, in connection with the gravity of the 
wash.3 He considered it the fairest way>>, One great objection to 
the method proposed by the Hon. Inspector General3/, was the restric- 
tions that would be necessary to ascertain the quantity of spirit 
produced38 ; the great((est)) objection was the entailing on the coun- 
try a system of excise. There would be such difficulty to levy it.40 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH said, that it was not intended to introduce 
anything like a system of excise4l , with its prying at all hours into 
the Distillers' epee and its liberty to examine into his books 
and transactions 2, but of course some restrictions would be neces- 
sary; they would, however, be so simple, that there could be no objec- 
tion to them.43 ((They would)) ... merely ... provide such necessary 
security as should enable the Collector to ascertain whether the 
statements of puantiey made by manufacturers and verified on oath, 
were correct.#4 All these details would be more conveniently dis- 
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cussed at a future period, and he therefore hoped the House would al- 
low the motion to pass. 


MR. WEBSTER. - He considered the proposed system the most equitable46, 
((and he)) was in favor of the proposed change 7, It, however, could 
not be carried out without an excise. However, it were far better to 
fall back on the old system. 48 


The motion was then carried49, 


(89) 
and after some time spent theretn, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair, 
And Mr. Cauchon reported that the Committee had come to a Resolu- 
tion, whitch he was dtrected to submit to the House, whenever it shall 
be pleased to recetve the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


Witnesses At- Ordered, That Mr. Solteitor General Taschereau 
tendanee Bill. have leave to bring in a Btll to enforce 
the attendance of witnesses before Magts- 
trates in Lower Canada, tn certatn cases. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the 
same was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be 
read a second time on Tuesday next. 





Forgery Bill. Ordered, That Mr. Soltettor General Taschereau 
have leave to bring in a Bill to amend the 
Law tn cases of Forgery. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the 
same was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be 
read a second time on Tuesday next. 


On motton of the Honourable Mr. Moffatt, seconded by the Honour- 
able Mr. Robinson, 


Address for Resolved, That an humble Address be presented 

Communtea- to His Excellency, the Administrator of the 

tions, &c., re- Goverrment, praying that he wtll be pleased 
(90) 

lative to to eause to be latd before this House coptes 

MeGill College. of any Report or other communtcations made 


to the Executive by the Royal Institution 
for the advancement of learntng, stnce last Sesston of the Provinetal 
Parltament, tn reference to the affairs of MeGill College. Also, 
Coptes of all correspondence, for the same period, between the Exe- 
ecutive and the Secretary of State for the Colontes, and between the 
former and the Prinetpal or Governors of McGill College, in reference 
to the affairs of the satd College. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency, the 
Admintstrator of the Government, by such Members of thts House 
as are of the Honourable the Executive Counctl of this Province. 
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St. Lawrence Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Moffatt have 
and Atlantic leave to bring in a Btll to amend the Act in- 
Railroad Bill. corporating the St. Lawrence and Atlantic 


Ratlroad Company. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House,?9 


MR. MOFFATT introduced a bill to amend the act incorporating the 
Saint Lawrence and Atlantic Rail Road Company. He said that the bill 
was merely introduced to amend those portions of the bill of last 
session, that were adverted to in the despatch from the Colonial Sec- 
retary. The first point the 38th clause in reference to Tolls, %c.; 
and the next in reference to the obstructions of navigable streams. l 


MR. BALDWIN - He did not intend to oppose the passing of the bill, 
but we have appointed a committee, they have reported several bills, 
but the specific objects for which they were appointed are not men- 
tioned. He considered that no rail-way bill should be proceeded 
with till we have that report. 22 


MR. ROBINSON - As chairman of the Committee, would beg to state, 
that as the documents are very lengthy, the several members of the 
committee had not yet had time to look over them. The bills that had 
been reported however, it was understood, should be subject to what- 
ever might be considered necessary hereafter .23 


(90) 
and the same was received and read for the first time, and ordered 
to be read a second time on Monday next. 


Leave of Ordered, That Malcolm Cameron, Esquire, have 
Absence. leave to absent himself from thts House 


from Saturday next, during the rematnder 
of the Sesston, on urgent prtvate business. 


On motton of Mr. Cauchon, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Baldwin, 


Address for Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Correspon- Hts Faecellency, the Administrator of the 
dence relative Government, praying that he wtll be pleased 
to_Joseph to cause to be latd before thts House, coptes 
Simpson. of any correspondence whitch may have taken 


place between the Executive Government and 
Joseph Simpson, complaining that the Trintty House of Quebec have 
unjustly refused to give him a certificate of qualtfication as a 
Ptlot, and also coptes of any correspondence between the Government 
and the satd Trinity House, on the same subject. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency, the 
Administrator of the Government, by such Members of this House, 
as are of the Honourable the Executive Counctl of this Province. 


MR. CHALMERS°4 moved that an address be presented to His Excellency 
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for all communications between His Excellency and the Colonial Secre- 
tary with respect to ‘the Glergy Reserves. 

Mr. Chalmers - said he was placed in an awkward predicament with 
respect to this important subject. He (Mr. C.) had had the honour of 
presenting a number of petitions to this House on the subject of the 
Clergy Reserves; he (Mr. C.) did not know why he had been made the 
medium of communication with this House, unless it was because kin- 
dred spirit mingled together. He (Mr. C.) was intimately acquainted 
with many of the signers of these petitions, and he thought that 
their prayer ought to be listened to with attention by this House. 

He (Mr. C.) did not wish to intrude and to embarrass the Government, 
but he desired that justice shoul((d)) be done to the people of the 
country. 


(90) 
On motton of Mr. Chalmers, seconded by Mr. Willtans, 
Address for Resolved, That an humble Address be presented 
Communtea- to Hts Excellency, the Administrator of the 
ttons, relative Government, praying that he will be pleased 
to Clergy to cause to be latd before this House a copy 
Reserves. of any communtcations whieh he may have re- 


ceived, from Her Majesty's Secretary of 
State for the Colontes, relative to suspending the sale of the Clergy 
Reserves. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency, the 
Administrator of the Government, by such Members of thts House 
as are of the Honourable the Executive Counctl of thts Province. 


Message from The Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, 
Hts Excellency. one of Her Majesty's Executive Counctl, delivered 


to Mr. Speaker a Message from Hts Excellency, the 
Admintstrator of the Government, stgned by His Excellency. 
And the satd Message was read by Mr. Speaker, all the Members of 
the House betng uncovered, and ts as followeth:-- 


Clergy Reserve CATHCART. 
Lands. The Admintstrator of the Government transmtts 


for the information of the Legislative Assembly 
tn reply to thetr Address of the 7th instant, a copy of a Report of a 
Commtttee of the Executtve Counetl, approved by the late Governor Gen- 
eral, suggesting certain alterations in the Regulations prescribed by 
Her Majesty tn Councetl for the sale of the Clergy Reserve Lands. 

The Administrator of the Government tnforms the Legtslative As- 
sembly that the Report referred to has been transmitted to Her Majes- 
ty's Secretary of State for the Colontes, and ts still under the con- 
stderatton of the Impertal Government. 


GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
Montreal, 14th April, 1846. 


(Copia: d 
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Copy of a Report of the Executive Council, dated 17th of September, 
1845; approved by His Excellency the Governor General tn Coun- 
etl, the same day. 


On the Petition of John Armstrong, that the amount of nine years’ 
tnterest on Clergy Reserve Lot No. 15, tn the Third Concession of the 
Tounshtp of Lansdowne, on whtch he has settled and improved may be 
remttted. 

The Committee have attentively reconstdered the complatnt of the 
Pettttoner as well as that of many other tndividuals who have recently 
come before Your Excellency with thetr representations on the subject 
of the existing Regulations for the sale of the Clergy Reserves. 

In order to bring before Your Excellency the particular etreum- 
stances of thts case, tt may be proper to state that under the author- 
tty of the Imperial Statute passed in the seventh and etghth years 
of the Reign of His Majesty king George the Fourth for the sale of 
the Clergy Reserves in the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, His 
Excellency Sir P. Mattland, the Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada, 
by and with the advice of his Executive Council on the 16th day of 
February 1828, adopted certain Regulations for the dtsposal of the 
Clergy Reserves in that Province, the 6th of which dtrected "that 
the lots not under lease be disposed of by private sale; the 7th that 
the lots be payable by tnstalments as follows: Ten per cent. upon 
entering tnto the .agreement, and the restdue in nine equal annual tin- 
stalments with interest yearly or at any earlter pertod at the optton 
of the purchaser." These regulations do not require the occupants 
of lots not under lease to pay any back interest or rent; and it was 
during the time that they were tn force that the greater number of 
the complatnants went upon these lands and applted for thetr pur- 
chase at the then valuation. 

It ts well known that a large quantity of the Clergy Reserves 
was valued by different indtviduals under the authority of the Gov- 
ernment, long prtor to the Union of the Provinces, and many persons 
tn possesston of these lands so valued, repeatedly made applicatton 
to the Commisstoner of Crown Lands to be allowed to purchase under 
the Regulations then in extstence, but owing to the limtted quantity 
of Clergy Lots at the disposal annually of that officer, and to other 
causes unknown to the Committee, very many of these appltecants were 
dtsappotnted tn thetr endeavour to become the purchasers up to the 
beginning of the year 1841, when all sales of the Reserves ceased. 

On the 21st of October of that year, tn pursuance of the Impertal 
Act 8 and 4 Victorta chapter 78, an order was passed by Her Majesty 
tn Counetl for the disposal of the Clergy Lands tn thts Province, 
and tt was provided by the 9th and 10th Regulations of that order, 
that Lessees or thetr Assignees, and occupants of these lands should 
be entitled for the space of twelve calendar months after the land 


(91) 
should be offered for sale, to become the purchasers, and that all 
sales shall be for money tn hand. 
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On the 10th of December 1842 Her Majesty in Council was pleased 
to rescind the above Regulations in order that the agent for the sale 
of these lands shall allow the privilege of pre-emption to Lessees or 
thetr Assignees and to occupants, and that in case of any sales to 
Lessees or thetr Assignees or occupants tnterest upon the purchase 
money at the rate of six per cent. per annum, shall be added thereto 
from the time the leases of such lands expired, or from the time of 
occupation as reported by the Inspectors. 

It was also ordered by these last Regulations, that a credit of 
part of the purchase money shall be given; that ts to say that two- 
stxths of the purchase money shall be patd in hand, and the rematning 
four-sixths, tn four equal annual instalments, with interest at the 
rate of stx per cent. 

The Committee understand by the Petittons before them, that the 
Lessees whose leases have exptred, and the occupants of Clergy Lots, 
are dissatisfted with the terms upon whitch the lands are now offered 
for sale because they are less favourable than the Regulations which 
extsted when they took possesston, and were led to expect the privi- 
lege of becomtng purchasers of thetr respective lots, and also be- 
cause they are required to pay the full amount of the purchase money 
within the pertod of four tnstead of ten years. They complain of the 
charge of back interest on the present valuation of the lands, and 
allege that had they been permitted to purchase at the former valua- 
tion, and under the old regualttons, their conditton would have been 
greatly preferable, as the uncertainty tn whtch they have been kept 
has tended to unsettle thetr minds and retard thetr improvements. 
Besides which tt ts stated, that the present valuation exceeds tn 
many instances the accumulated princtpal and interest of the former 
valuatton. 

Taking tnto constderatton the whole of the etreumstances of thts 
very important and perplexing question, the Committee are dtsposed 
to advise Your Excellency to recommend to Her Majesty to rescind the 
ninth and tenth Regulations of Her Majesty's Order of the 10th Decem- 
ber 1842, and to substitute the followtng:-- 

Ninth. That when any of the said Clergy Reserve Lands shall be 
offered for sale, whtch have been leased, the leases of whteh have 
expired, and the rent rematning unpatd, or whitch have been occupied 
without authority prior to the Ist day of January 1841, the agent 
for the sale of such Clergy Reserves shall allow privtlege of pre- 
emptton to such Lessees or thetr Assignees and to the satd occupants. 
And, that in case of any sales to such Lessees or occupants, the 
parties tn possession shall furntsh to the Agent or the Collector of 
Clergy Rents, an affidavit from two neighbours shewing the pertod of 
oecupaney and the nature and extent of the improvements made, and 
the satd Agent for the collection of the Rents, shall be authorised 
to arrange the amount to be paid, at the customary rent of leased 
lots, such arrangement to be subject to revision and modification in 
particular cases by the Governor General in Council. 

Tenth. That the satd Clergy Reserve Lands shall be sold on the 
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following terms, that ts to say:--One-tenth of the purchase money to 
be patd tn hand, and the remaining nine-tenths in nine equal tnstal- 
ments, payable on the first day of January tn each year, with tnter- 
est at the rate of stx per cent. per annum,--the first of the said 
tnstalments to fall due and be payable on the first day of January 
next ensuing after any such sale. Provided always, that the pur- 
chaser or purchasers shall be at ltberty to pay the whole purchase 
money or any tnstalment or instalments, with interest to the day of 
payment in anticipation of the same becoming due. 

Fifteenth. That the privtlege of pre-emption granted by the ninth 
Regulation to Lessees and thetr Asstgnees, whose leases exptred pre- 
vtous to the first day of January 1841, and also to occupants of 
Clergy Lots without authority prior to the same date, shall not be 
considered to extend to such Lessees or their Assignees, or to such 
occupants as do not on or before the first day of January 1847 make 
application to the Comntsstoner of Crown Lands, for the purchase of 
the Clergy Lots whtch they respectively occupy, and who do not on or 
before that day, pay to the Agent for the collection of rents, all 
rents whitch may be due, according to the ninth Regulatton of thts 
date. 

Stateenth. That no person who may without authority after the 
first day of January 1846, enter upon or possess himself of any 
Clergy Lot, shall be regarded as having any claim to pre-emption as 
the purchaser, and the Commtsstoner of Crown Lands shall not deal 
with any such occupant as betng entitled to any constderattion, by 
reason of hts having so entered upon any Clergy Lot. 

The Commtttee would humbly advise your Excellency to represent 
to Her Majesty's Prinetpal Secretary of State for the Colonies, the 
probability of a greater quantity of Clergy Reserves being applted 
for by purchasers, during the year 1846, than one hundred thousand 
acres, and solictting hts approbation of sales betng made by the 
Commtsstoner of Crown Lands to a greater extent, tf necessary. 





Certtfted. 
(Stgned, ) E. PARENT. 

Message and Ordered, That the satd Message, together with 
Report to be the Minute of the Executive Counetl, accom- 
Printed. panytng the same, be printed for the use of 

the Members of this House.°® 
Leave of Ordered, That John Pritnee, have leave to absent 
Absence. himself from this House, from Saturday next, 


during the remainder of the Sesston, on 
urgent private business. 


On motion of Mr. Lantter, seconded by Mr. Méthot, 


Address rela- Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
tive to Cascades . His Excellency, the Administrator of the 
Plank Road. Government, praying that he wtll be pleased 


to cause to be latd before thts House, a 
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Statement showing the different Tenders offered and made for the lease 
of the Tolls on the Cascades Plank Road during the current year; the 
dates of all such tenders, by whom they were made, at what amount or 
price, and to whom and when the Tolls on the Cascades Plank Road were 
Let for the current year, commenced since the spring of 1846. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Ad- 
mintstrator of the Government, by such Members of thts House as 
are of the Honourable the Executtve Council of thts Province. 


Wolfe Island Ordered, That Mr. Macdonald of Kingston, have 
Ratlroad Bil. Leave to bring tn a Bill to tneorporate "the 


Wolfe Island, Kingston and Toronto Ratlroad 
Company." 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House.>/ 


MR. AYLWIN — hoped that the House would not allow any bills for 
the establishment of any Rail-road to be introduced until the Committee 
appointed on Railroads had made a report, laying before the House such 
rules and regulations as the Committee might consider proper for the 
ARAL on of Railroads generally8, of the same character as in Eng- 
land. 


MR. ROBINSON —- stated that the Committee would probably be pre- 
pared to report to-morrow, that he did not consider that it was nec- 
essary to wait for the Report of the Committee as care would be taken 
that any bill now passed, would contain clauses subjecting it to any 
rules or regulations that might be reported by the Committee, and 
that they should not obstruct the introduction of any bill at pre- 
sent, 


MR. AYLWIN - he was not desirous of obstructing the introduction 
of the hon. member for Kingston's measure into the House; but he ob- 
jected to anything further being done until the report of the Com- 
mittee be had.61l 


MR. HALL - there are nine hundred lines of railroads applied for 
in England, and there is plenty of money in that country to carry 
these schemes into effect; but it was different in Canada, and he 
(Mr. H.) thought that the House ought not to be too stringent in 
their rules with respect to rail-roads in this country, but ought 
rather to encourage them by every means in their power.62 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD said, that the Railroad Committee were 
preparing some regulations which would be speedily reported to the 
House .63 ((He)) concurred in many of the remarks of the hon. mem- 
ber for Quebec, (Mr. Aylwin) but he went too far, when he asked us 
to follow the example of England in every respect in relation to rail- 
roads, for we are in different circumstances to what they are in Eng- 
land; there money is abundant, and so anxious are capitalists to 
invest their money in railway schemes, that £17,000,000 have been 
placed in the hands of the Accountant General of England as a deposit, 
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on account of new railway projects®4, In that country there was a 
mania for Railroads, a mania which aaa: the investment of capi- 
tal in other objects of speculation®5, and it has been found impos- 
sible to obtain money for the ordinary purposes of trade.... In con- 
sequence of this state of things the Parliament of Great Britain had 
been found to interfere and to make stringent rules and regulations 
with respect to these railroads 6. proceedings which threatened to 
seriously affect the Commercial prosperity of the country. No greater 
argument in favor of the necessity of such restrictive enactments in 
that country need be adduced than that at the present time upward of 
£10,000,000 were deposited upon Charters not yet granted .67 Many of 
these regulations are inapplicable to our situation, but others might 
with good effect, be put in force in this country; such as obliging 
the railroad companies to carry the mails, settling the amount that 

is to be paid them for their services, by arbitration &c.68 In this 
country the circumstances were very different, the difficulty was not 
here to restrain speculation, but to get capitalists to have anything 
to do with Railroads.©9 We have granted charters in Upper Canada 
which have remained up to this time almost a dead letter/9 on the 
Statute Book. At length a different disposition began to be mani- 
fested/1, two or three companies/3 have lately had the amount of 
their stock subscribed, and would likely soon go into operation. /4 

It was indispensable that the Provincial Legislature should not make 
any too stringent enactments. There was also another consideration 
which the House should not lose sight of and that was the security 

of the interests of those who might invest their capital in these 
works’), The greatest caution ought to be exercised by the House, 
that when a charter for a railroad has been granted, and capitalists 
have invested their money in it, that another should not be granted 
for a line to run parallel with the first railroad, for if they act 
thus, British capitalists would have no security/®, Publie ‘conii= 
dence would be shaken/’’, ((and)) it would make ... ((them)) careful 
how they invested money in speculations which might perhaps be entered 
into competition with, almost before they began to be put in operation. /8 
They would not be inclined to invest their money in a country where 
their rights were not protected. This was a consideration of vast im- 
portance. The present bill proposes to give a charter where none al- 
ready exists, and he (Mr. S.) thought there could not possibly be any 
objection to its passing. The general regulations which may here- 
after be reported by the Committee and agreed to by the House, may be 
inserted in this and other railroad bills before they pass the House. / 


MR. MOFFATT said the report of the committee on public rail roads 
would merely contain a list of such clauses as they thought should 
be introduced into every bill, and which would be afterwards embodied 
in a bill, for the purpose of shortening the other bills89, ((He)) 
objected to the principle advocated by Mr. Sherwood®!, The House 
ought to be very careful how it induced capitalists to enter into 
speculations here82, He trusted ... ((it)) would be cautious of al- 
lowing any roads exclusive privileges, so that parties laying out 
money on any road could not come to the House and say, we thought you 
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would not allow any parallel road to be made, or we would not have in- 
vested our money in it. This Government should let the capitalists 
of England know that it would in no case allow them_a monopoly. He 
(Mr. M.) would grant a charter for every Road, and®5 the English capi- 
talist ought to look into the matter himself, and judge whether it 
would answer his purpose as a profitable investment before he embarked 
in (sic) it 86 


MR. CAMERON said, with all due respect to the hon. member for Mon- 
treal, (Mr. Moffatt,) he (Mr. C.) considered his arguments most extra- 
ordinary, for could British capitalists foresee what course that 
House would pursue. And after they had embarked their capital on 
the faith of a Charter from that House, another charter might, on the 
hon. member's argument, be granted for a line to run parallel with the 
former one. That was not the practice in either England or France. 8/ 
((He)) thought the same rule should be adopted in Canada as prevailed 
in England, France, and the United States, which was, to direct the 
capital of the country into the most advantageous channels, and to 
admit of no competition which would be injurious to the earlier specu- 
lators.88 He (Mr. C.) complained of the railway committee reporting 
in favour of the Niagara and Detroit Railway before they had received 
answers from the head of the military department to communications 
which had been addressed to him in respect to that rail road. Would 
the House, if it had granted a charter for a rail raod from Montreal 
to Kingston, grant one also for a short line from Montreal to Lachine?89 


MR. MOFFATT - Certainly. 29 


MR. CAMERON - They would not do justice, then; and they would cer- 
tainly defeat the general scheme, if they granted charters for short- 
paying lines.91 


MR. MERRITT said, the member for Lanark had not been able to ans- 
wer the arguments of the hon member for Montreal, for they were un- 
answerable. Surely the House was not prepared, in this country, and 
at this time, to create monopolies, when in England they were discoun- 
tenanced. That great statesmen, Sir Robert Peel, stated in his place 
in the House of Commons, that those who had embarked their capital in 
rail roads that had cost £60,000 a mile could not complain if they 
had to compete with those that now cost only £4,000 a mile. Would 
hon. members oppose this road because it was connected with an Ameri- 
can one, although the Great Western was connected with the same point?92 


MR. HALL - Would the hon. member for Lincoln grant leave to the 
Americans to build another canal ten feet from the Welland Canal?93 


MR. MERRITT - Certainly; for it would lower the tolls, and bene- 
fit the country. 94 


(91) 
and the same was received and read for the first time, and ordered to 
be read a second time on Monday next. 
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On motton of the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, seconded by Mr. Chabot, 


Address for Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 

Statement of His Excellency, the Administrator of the 
(92) 

Timber Government, praying that His Excellency will 

Licenser. be pleased to cause to be laid before this 


House, a Statement of all Licences for cutting 
Timber upon the Crown Lands tn the County of Saguenay, containing the 
names of the parttes to whom such Licences have been issued. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency, the Ad- 
mintstrator of the Government, by such Members of this House as 
are of the Honourable the Executive Counctl of thts Province. 


MR. AYLWIN?° moved for an Address to His Excellency for informa- 
tion of all location tickets granted and mining rights given to par- 
ties, to work the mines on Lake Superior, with the names of the ap- 
plicants, &c. The hon. gentleman said in explanation that he had been 
informed?6, whether correctly or not, he could not say, that the Gov- 
ernment had granted9/ large tracts of land 21 miles square he was told, 
to those who explored the same, and rights to make mines and extract 
copper ore therefrom’8 , on this understanding that they should survey 
the country at their own expense?9. If the Government had done this, 
if it had granted the public lands, and given a preference to certain 
individuals, which he and every inhabitant of this Province could 
not obtain, they had done that which they had no right to dol00, 
they have committed an injustice to him, yes and to the whole of Can- 
ada 01. and he would impeach them. (Laughter. )102 If ((it were)) 
not ... ((true)) he should be most happy to hear it, and it would be 
a pity so much time should be lost. He would, however, declare that 
he would sift the matter out, and would ascertain whether any person 
had been so favoured as to be allowed to obtain rights of preference, 
merely because they had explored a track at their own expense. He 
would know - he would learn - he would be told —- he would know every 
namel03, (Laughter.) He would know every applicant.104 


MR. MOFFATT: Yes.105 


MR. AYLWIN ((resumed:)) The hon. member for Montreal said yes - 
he had heard that that hon. gentleman had been an applicant. He had 
never spoken of that hon. member except in the terms of respect which 
were due to his public or private character, but he had understood 
that that gentleman had applied for certain grants, which, he dared 
say, would be readily obtained, considering the position in which he 
stood to government. He had also heard the hon. member for Essex 
mentioned as one of the parties who had made these applications .106 
If this region contained the mineral wealth it has been represented 
to do, it was the duty of the Government to have it surveyed, and to 
grant it in such a manner as would be most advantageous to the revenue 
of the Province, having respect also to private interests.107 He was 
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determined that there should be no jobbing about it, but that it should 
be put up to public competition.108 The hon. gentleman then repeated 
the former part of his speechl09 , 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH said that the hon. gentleman had put himself 
to a great deal of unnecessary trouble, and wasted a large amount of 
virtuous indignation to no purpose, as the Government intended to 
offer no opposition to his motion, but would give him all the informa- 
tion sought for. 


COL. PRINCE. -— If the hon. member had contented himself, with 
merely making the motion, and not alluded to himlll so pointedlyll2 
by name, he would not have spoken on the present occasion, as there 
was no disposition on the part of the Government to refuse any infor- 
mation on this subject. He (Mr. P.) was astonished that a person so 
well skilled in parliamentary practice, and in proceedings before 
courts of law, as his hon. friend (Mr. Aylwin) should have allowed 
himself to have been led astray by the chimeras of his brain.113 Some 
kind friend had evidently pulled the wool over the hon. gentleman's 
eyes, and he really believed he had found a mare's nest. 14 He (Mr. 
P.) would endeavour to remove ... ((that wool)) and the sand that has 
been cast into them by other individuals!l15, He would take the op- 
ea to enlighten him upon a subject of which he evidently knew 
nothing. 16 He perfectly agreed with him that the Government had no 
right to show partiality to 17 one part of Her Majesty's subjects 
over another; but he did think that it was their duty1l18 to give a 
greater encouragement to those who were more enterprising than their 
fellowsll9, that the hidden resources of the country might be devel- 
oped. 0 Such was the principle which guided the Commissioners of 
Woods and Forests in making grants of mighty privileges upon the 
Crown Lands in England.121 ((He)) would ... ((now)) set him right 
as to the erroneous opinion he appeared to entertain on the right of 
the government to grant privileges to discoverers of mineral treasures. 
In fact her Majesty never had any difficulty about granting a lease 
not for twenty-one years only, but even for ninety-nine years, to 
such discoverers. Take the forest of Dean as an example of a mineral 
tract in England.122 ((It was a)) great Mining District where his 
(Col. Prince's) grandfather was a Lessee under the Crown, ((and where)) 
the leases were granted to the discoverers of mines for 99 years.123 
That part of the country was hollowed out with coal mines, over which 
the husbandman conducted his agricultural labours. Now, if a man 
discovered a mine in that part of the country, what steps did he take 
to reap the benefit of it? He went to the office of woods and for- 
estsl2 » memorialized the Crown, and after certain formalitiesl25 
obtained a right to work it for as many years as his or her Majesty 
pleased, paying a royalty of twelve per centl26 on the profits of the 
same. As regarded the grants which it was said had been made in 
Canada when the facts were known it would be found that no great fa- 
vor had been given, or any great preference or partiality shown to 
those who had had liberty granted them upon discovering a mine to work 





D217 


it at their own expense, and to expend thousands upon thousands of 
pounds to develope (sic) the riches and resources of the country. 

He would now briefly mention the facts with relation to the country 
about Lake Superior. They were these: —- In 1841 a few enterprising 
individuals, eight countrymen of his own - Britons - and three Ameri- 
cans, joined their forces to explore the northern shores of Lake 
Superiorl28, in search of 129 ((the)) great mineral treasuresl30, which 
they had reason to believe existed there, and to obtain a knowledge 
of the Fisheries which were represented to be valuable.13l1 A peti- 
tion was entrusted to his charge, which he duly presented to the Up- 
per Canadian legislature 3 » for an Act of Incorporation to work the 
mines and carry on fisheries on the North Bank of Lake Superior.133 
Upon speaking to some members of the house on the subject, however, 
they thought it so utopian a scheme that, in tenderness to himself, 
they said, "We will save you from your friends, (for his name was one 
of those appended to the petition,) and will throw out your bill." 
There the matter rested on the Canadian sidel34. But hisl35 Ameri- 
canl36 friends whose enterprise was not cramped by that spirit of in- 
activity which too much distinguishes this Colony1l3’, did not sleep 
upon it; theyl38 pushed on and soon discovered that the South Bank 

of Lake Superior also contained great mineral wealth, and the conse- 
quence was that in 3 or 4 years they had made139 large fortunes by 
the works they had undertaken. In August last, he was again applied 
to, and pressed by several friends to undertake the matter once more. 
In accordance with their views he came down to Montreall40 to en- 
deavor to awaken the enterprize of the Government, and to effect some 
arrangements for carrying on mining operations. He stated his views 
to the members of Government, and received some encouragement, but 
there the matter rested so far as grants or locations were concerned .141 
With oe Tee to the copper minesl42, the only benefit which had been 
accorded!43 himself and his friends!44 ((was that they)) had been 
graciously permitted, under the great Seal of the Provincel45, to 
spend their money in exploring the inhospitable shores of Lake Super- 
ior, where they had no other pillow but the bare earth, and no canopy 
but the starry sky. That was the whole privilege granted, with one 
exception - no doubt a great infringement of the rights of the sub- 
ject; Li was this. — thatl46, if we did discover a mine, we were to 
have the liberty of working it at our own expense, upon such terms as 
the Government might see fit to impose. He (Mr. P.) did not thank 
the Administration for these favours, for at present the specula- 
tion had turned out anything but profitable to those who had embarked 
in it. One thing only was certain on that point; it was that himself 
and his friends had spent upwards of £500 since August last, in these 
explorations, which had made by very eminent geologists. Four reports 
had been prepared of their researches, and had been sent to government, 
and he had brought down specimens with him, so that every possible 
means had been taken to make known the resources of the country. He 
had said that hitherto these proceedings had been unprofitable. Among 
the persons who had undertaken them, however -: for there were many 
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persons who had obtained permission to carry them on - there were one 
or two who had derived advantage from them. These were parties who 
had obtained the licenses, not for the purpose of making use of them 
in exploring, but to hawk them about the streets of Detroit, where 
they sold some of them to Americans, who considered them valuable on 
account of the broad seal of the Province, and the signature, '"Met- 
calfe," which appeared upon them.148 I£ the people of Canada had half 
the enterprise of the Americans, many of them would have gone into the 
region possessed of mineral wealth, and squatted there, without the 
permission of the Government. Large fortunes have been made from the 
cepper (sic) mines on the southern shore of Lake Superior, while ovr 
mineral wealth lies dormant.149 He believed it was the intention of 
the Government to send up the Provincial Geologist to this region, and 
to mark out lots one mile in breadth and five deep, a quantity which 
no enterprising individual would care to accept. About 25 of these 
licenses were granted .150 He thought that the men who had undertaken 
to bring to light the resources of the country, instead of having re- 
flection cast upon them, deserved the thanks of the colony. It was 
people who would do so, who alone could take away the reproach so fre- 
quently thrown out against the Canadians, by the people of the other 
side, that their sluggishness was so great that it would be necessary 


to root them out, to make room for more active men. For his own parti5l, 


he (Mr. P.) would repeat what he stated in moving the address to His 
Excellency in answer to the speech from the Throne, that a government 
to be strongl52, ((and)) popular!53, must be liberal to those who are 
willing to develope (sic) the resourcesl54 ((and)) material prosperity 
of the country.155 


(92) 

On motion of the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, seconded by Mr. Chabot, 
Address for Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Statement of Hts Excellency, the Administrator of the 
Location Government, praying that Hts Excellency wtll 
Tickets. be pleased to cause to be latd before this 


House, a Statement of all Locatton Tickets 
for occupation of Lands for mining purposes tn that part of thts Prov- 
ince which heretofore constituted the Provinee of Upper Canada, and 
the names of the parttes to whom the same have been given. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hits Excellency, the Ad- 
mintstrator of the Government, by such Members of this House as 
are of the Honourable the Executive Counctl of thts Provtnee. 


Government Ordered, That Mr. Sherwood of Brockville, have 
Roads Bill. leave to bring in a Bill to prevent the open- 
tng of Government allowances for Roads, with- 
out an order from the Munictpal Counctl of the Distriet tn which the 
satd allowances are situated. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 


was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Thursday next. 
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On motton of Mr. Chabot, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, 


Address for Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His 
Correspondence Excellency, the Administrator of the Government, 
relative to praying that he wtll be pleased to communicate to 
Quebec Trinity this House, a copy of all correspondences which 
House. have taken place between the Executive Government 


and the Quebee Trinity House and the Quebee Corpor- 
ation, concerning the place called "Cul « de Sac" tn the City of Quebec, from 
the 1st January, 1840, up to this date. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Administra- 
tor of the Government, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honour- 
able the Executive Council of thts Province. 


Commi sstoners Ordered, That Mr. Laurin have leave to bring in a Bill 
Courts Bull. to amend an Act therein mentioned, and to allow 


certain Fees to Advocates appearing in cases before 
Commtsstoners Courts, in the Towns of Quebec, Montreal, and Three Rivers. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a second time 


on Wednesday the twenty-second tnstant. 


Montreal and Ordered, That Mr. Macdonald of Kingston, have leave to 
Lachine Ratl- bring in a Bill to tnecorporate "the Montreal and 
road Bill, Lachtne Ratlroad Company." 


He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, 


MR. AYLWIN stated his intentions to oppose the measure as one of those 
coming under the observations which had been made by the hon. Solicitor- 
General on a previous occasion that evening. 


(92) 
and the same was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be 
read a second time on Monday next. 
On motton of Mr. Colville, seconded by Mr. Brooks 


poe et 
Huntingdon Resolved, That this House do now resolve ttself tnto a 
Plank koad. Committee of the whole House, to constder the pro- 


priety of incorporating "the Huntingdon Plank Road 

Company." 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the satd Committee. 

Mr. Murney took the Chair of the Commttee, and after some time spent 
theretn; 

Mr, Speaker resumed the Chair, 

And Mr. Murney reported that the Committee had come to a Resolution, 
whitch he was directed to submt to the House whenever tt shall be pleased 
to recetve the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


eens 

Notartal Pro- Ordered, That Mr. Laurin have leave to bring in a 
fesston Bull, Bill for the better regulation of the Notarial 
(Lats profession tn Lower Canada. 





He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
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received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time to-morra. 


Supervisor of Ordered, That the Accounts of the Supervisor of 
Cullers Ac- Cullers, to the 31st December, 1845, latd be- 
counts _to_ be fore the House this day, be printed for the 
Printed. use of the Members of thts House. 

Montreal Ordered, That the Select Committee, to which was 
Turnptke referred the Petition of E. Guy, Esquire, and 
Roads. others, restding on the Lower Lachine road, 


and other references, have leave to report 
from time to time. 


M. CHAUVEAULS? fait motion pour 1'impression de la requéte du 
Révd. George Lemoine et autres habitans du comté de Québec, demandant 
que le gouvernement achéte le pont Dorchester sur la riviére St. 
Charles et le mette sous le contréle des syndics des chemins 4 bar- 
riéres d'aprés les dispositions de la 8e. vict. chap. 55,158 

Toute instruction lui étant enlevée sur ce sujet, et n'ayant pas 
méme pu d'aprés les régles parlementaires commenter la réponse dé- 
favorable donnée par le procureur-général a la demande contenue dans 
cette requéte, M. Chauveau a recouru 4 cette motion pour donner pub- 
licité 4 ce qu'il considére une criante injustice comise (sic) envers 
ses constituans. Ce que demandaient les pétitionaires (sic) n'était pas 
une faveur, c'était un simple acte de justice. 

Des lettres patentes en date du 22 avril 1789 accordaient 4a 
Nathaniel Taylor et autres un privilége exclusif pour un pont sur 
la riviére St. Charles; ce privilége accordé pour l'espace de 50 an- 
nées est maintenant expiré, mais diverses ordonnances et statuts du 
Bas-Canada en accordant ce privilége en faveur de MM. Smith et Ander- 
son, et particuliérement la 59e Geo. 3, ch. 28, ont pourvu a ce que 
le gouvernement achetat a l'expiration des 50 années le pont tel qu'il 
se trouverait alors. On ena conclu que le privilége ne serait réelle- 
ment expiré que lorsque le pont aurait @té acheté. Cette objection 
a été faite 4 une requéte la part des citoyens de Québec demandant la 
permission de construire un pont libre sur la riviére St. Charles. 

Le comité de cette chambre auquel fut réferé cette requéte l'année 
derniére n'a pu prendre sur lui de décider cette question, le seul 
moyen, le plus juste envers tout le monde, le plus expéditif, celui 
qui mettrait fin 4 toute litigation, celui que la loi indique pour 

se tirer de cette difficulté, c'est 1l'acquisition du pont par la 
province. C'est tout ce que demandent les pétitionnaires: il n'y 
aurait rien de surprenant, ni assurément, rien de trop exigeant de 
leur part s'ils demandaient la construction d'un ou de plusieurs ponts 
pas le bureau des travaux publics sur la riviére St. Charles. Le 
bureau des travaux publics a construit des ponts et pratiqué des 
chemins dans tous les coins les plus obscurs du Haut-Canada; on a 
fait 4 méme les deniers provinciaux, dans le seul district des Trois- 
Riviéres, cing grands ponts qui ont cotté des sommes énormes, il n'y 
a aucune raison de ne pas en faire autant 4 Québec, mais nous ne 
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demandons pas méme que l'on fasse pour nous ce que l'on fait pour les 
autres: nous demandons seulement qu'on nous laisse faire. La légis- 
lature a jugé 4 propos d‘établir un monopole sur une riviére qui coule 
auprés et qui j'espére beintdt coulera au milieu d'une grande ville: 
nous lui demandons qu'elle rachéte ce monopole. Le simple bon sens, 
la simple @quité, lui en feraient un devoir; quand méme les disposi- 
tions de cinq ou six statuts ne le prescriraient point. Cependant la 
réponse que nous donne 1l'administration aprés avoir été interpellée 
plusieurs fois cette année et l'année derniére, aprés avoir pendant 
deux ans pris le sujet dans sa trés sérieuse considération, c'est que 
1'état des finances ne lui permet point d'accorder cette demande cette 
année. 

L'état des finances! Et qui la (sic) fait cet état des finances? 
qui a jeté les trois quarts des revenus du pays dans ce canal de Wel- 
land, par lequel il semble que tout le trésor public doit passer? 
1l'administration a-t-elle bonne grace a se défendre sur 1'état des 
finances, lorsqu'elle est préte 4 recommander un vote d'une centaine 
de mille louis pour 1'érection d'édifices publics 4 Montréal; lors- 
qu'elle trouve de pareilles sommes, ne pourrait-elle par trouver cinq 
ou six mille louis, non pas pour faire un présent, mais pour acquitter 
une dette contractée, il y a plus d'un demi siécle envers les habi- 
tans de mon comté? 

Il y a dans cette chambre un hon. membre dont le comté porte le 
nom du pont en question. Cet hon. membre n'est pas précisement dans 
le cabinet; mais il est auprés du cabinet. Dans la fameuse adresse 
de cet hon. membre a ses électeurs, il était question de grandes amé- 
liorations, dans le district de Québec, si longtemps négligé. (Ecoutez!) 
Si longtemps négligé, était le mot. Assurément que 1'hon. membre nous 
donne pour commencer une bel exemple de la grande influence qu'il de- 
vait exercer en faveur de ce pauvre district de Québec, si longtemps 
négligé! (€coutez: écoutez:) 

Le grief dont se plaignent les habitans du comté de Québec ne 
serait supporté patiemment par aucune autre localité dans la province. 
Les taux sur le pont Dorchester sont exhorbitans; joints au péage de 
la barriére, et au péage des autres ponts ils forment pour les habi- 
tans de la cdéte du Nord, un impdt de cinquante pour cent, sur les pro- 
duits agricoles qu'ils vendent 4 la ville. Un habitant de St. Joachim 
par exemple a un écu de péage a payer pour venir a Québec; bien sou- 
vent ce qu'il apporterait au marché ne se vendrait qu'une ou deux 
piastres. La conséquence est qu'il reste chez lui. Les taux des 
deux ponts et de la barriére pour les habitans de 1'Ange-Gardien, 
dans le comté de Montmorency, s'éléve (sic) a quarante sous; sur un 
voyage de chaux qui se vend trois chelins, et 5d. au plus, on vote que 
c'est cinquante pour cent, et au moins trente pour cent, méme pour un 
habitant de Beauport; dix-huit sous ou un chelin de péage est encore 
beacoup plus qu'il ne faudrait. 

M. Chauveau termine en disant qu'il a fait son devoir envers ses 
constituans, en exposant les faits tels qu'ils sont devant la chambre. 
Il laissera le pays juger de la justice que l'on rend au comté de 
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Québec, surtout lorsqu'on compare la modicité de sa demande avec les 
milliers de louis dépensés chaque année dans les autres parties de 
la province.159 


M. AYLWIN. - Je concours entiérement, M. l'orateur, dans les re- 
marques que vient de faire mon hon. ami qui représente le comté de 
Québec. Nous avons encore eu ce soir une exemple de la maniére dont 
est traité la partie du pays que nous habitons. 

Je me trouve singuliérement situé au sujet de cette affaire du 
Pont Dorchester. J'ai eu occasion, comme avocat, de soutenir les 
droits de MM. Smith et Anderson. J'entretiens aujourd'hui, comme 
membre de cette chambre, la méme opinion légale que j'entretenais 
alors. Je crois qu'il serait souverainement injuste de priver les 
propriétairesdu pont du privilége qui leur a été accordé. Mais je 
suis autorisé 4 déclarer de la part de MM. Smith et Anderson, que 
bien loin de s'opposer a 1'extinction du monopole créé en leur faveur, 
ils sont prét 4 se conformer a la clause du statut qui a rapport 4 
cet objet. Ils seront satisfaits de tout arbitrage que le gouverne- 
ment voudra indiquer; ils sont préts 4 s'en rapporter 4 quelque tri- 
bunal que ce soit dans ce pays pour la liquidation de leurs droits. 
Bien loin de mettre des obstacles 4 ce qu'ils considérent un acte de 
justice envers leurs concitoyens, ils faciliteront le réglement de 
cette affaire de tout leur pouvoir. 

L'administration ne devrait-elle pas avoir honte de refuser au 
comté de Québec une aussi mince allocation que celle qui lui est 
demandée; surtout quand on songe au gaspillage qui se fait tous les 
jours pour des objets d'une bien moindre importance! Quoi, la petite 
ville des Trois-Riviéres, le petit bourg des Trois-Riviéres, que 
représente l'hon. président du conseil, a eu des ponts tant qu'il en 
a voulu; ces ponts ont été deux fois brisés et emportés par la glace, 
et on les a rebatis chaque fois a4 une dépense énorme; on a dépensé 
beaucoup plus que ne vaut la ville des Trois-Riviéres elle-méme; et 
pour une ville comme Québec, le bureau des travaux publics, ne con- 
struira pas un seul pont, pour qu'elle puisse communiquer avec les 
campagnes qui l'environnent? I1 est vrai que la petite ville des 
Trois-Riviéres a toujours été heureuse dans le choix de ses représen- 
tans; avant l'hon. président du conseil, c'était 1'hon. procureur- 
général d'alors, qui alors tenait 1'hon. président du conseil sous 
les verroux, et dépensait tout l'argent qu'il pouvait pour son bourg- 
pourri.l60 


M. L'ORATEUR, M. MORIN, ((a)) appelé ((M. Aylwin)) a 1'ordre.161 


M. AYLWIN (( a continué:)) Je me soumets volontiers, M. l'orateur 
a votre décision, et pour me résumer je dois ajouter que la conduite 
de 1l'administration dans cette circonstance est tout ce que l'on peut 
imaginer de plus honteux et de plus scandaleux. Lorsqu'on se rappelle 
ce qui a été dit l'année derniére 4 1'hon. membre pour le comté de 
Rimouski, on voit que c'est un parti pris chez l'administration de 
tout refuser aux comtés qui sont représentés par des membres de 1'op- 
position. Si c'est 1a ce qu'on entend par gouvernement responsable, 
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c'est le systéme le plus corrompu et le plus corrupteur qu'on puisse 
imaginer (trés bien! trés bien!) 

Les honorables membres qui siégent sur les bancs ministériels 
devraient rougir d'une pareille corruption; surtout un de ces honorables 
membres. Je fais allusions a un honorable membre qui n'a encore rien 
dit dans cette chambre, mais qui a beaucoup entendu (écoutez! écoutez!) 
Quant 4 1l'honorable président du conseil, je ne lui conseille pas de 
venir a Québec de sitdt, je ne lui conseille pas surtout de venir pas- 
ser sur le pont Dorchester.... 2 


-Pourquoi?163 


M. AYLWIN ((continua:)) -Pourquoi? (attention marquée.) Pourquoi, 
demandent les honorables membres.... Parce qu'il lui faudra payer pour 
passer! (Rires prolongés.)164 


M. GOWAN et ... ((le)) COL. PRINCE ... dirent que 1'on payait sur 
tous les chemins et les ponts dans le Haut-Canada; qu'il fallait bien 
payer pour avoir de beaux chemins 


((On a)) répondu que 1'on Pea encore beaucoup plus cher 4 
Québec pour en avoir de mauvais16, 


(92) 
Petition of Ordered, That three hundred coptes of the Peti- 
ReviiGeib; tton of the Reverend George L. LeMoine and 
Lemotne others, of the County of Quebec, be printed 
Printed. for the use of the members of thts House. 
Hastings Titles The Order of the Day for the second reading 
BELL. of the Bill to remedy certain defects in the reg- 


tstration of titles in the County of Hastings, in 
Upper Canada, betng read; 


In the course of a short discussion which arose on this subject, 
.. MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER and MR. MURNEY ((spoke)).167 


(92) 
The satd Bill was accordingly read and commttted to a Committee 
of the whole House on Friday next. 


Supply to Her The Order of the Day for the House in Commit- 
Majesty. tee to constder of pe eerie granted to Her 


Majesty, being read; 
MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY ((moved the House into Committee of the 
Whole)).169 


(92) 
The House accordingly resolved itself tnto the satd Committee. 
Mr. Colvtlle took the Chair of the Committee, 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY said it was not his intention to make any 
demand now for any special purpose, but merely to move a resolution 
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that it is expedient that a supply be granted to Her Majesty, and then 
to move that the Committee rise, report progress, and ask leave to sit 
again.1/0 


MR. AYLWIN hoped that the members would take into consideration 
what had been said at the Free Trade meeting the other day, so that 
when the question came to be discussed in the house, they might be 
well prepared upon the subject. 


The resolution that a supply be granted to Her Majesty was then 
earried. 


(92) 
and after some time spent theretn; 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr. 
And Mr. Colville reported that the Committee had made some progress, 
and had directed him to move for leave to stt again. 


Ordered, That the said Committee have leave to stt again on Tuesday 


next. 
Huron Rates The Order of the Day for the second reading 
and Taxes of the Bill to provide for the recovery of the 
Baile Rates or Taxes tntended to be imposed by certain 





By-Laws of the District Counctl of the District 
of Huron, betng read; 
The satd Btll was accordingly read, and ordered to be Engrossed. 


Sehool Brill, The Order of the Day for the House tn Commit- 
(UsaGay tee on the Btll for the better establishnent and 

maintenanee of Common Schools tn Upper Canada, 
being read;1/3 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER, seconded by MR. AT. GEN. (sic) SHERWOOD 
((moved that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole.))174 


(92) 
The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Committee. 
Mr. Chabot took the Chatr of the Commtttee. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER stated that he would not speak at length now 
on the bill, but would offer explanations on each clause as it was 
brought before the Committee; the bill was to a great extent founded 
upon the present act; the greatest change contemplated by the bill 
now before the House, was to do away with the Office of Township Super- 
intendants (sic), and to vest the office in the District Superinten- 
dant (sic); and by doing so they would effect a saving in the present 
expenditure that would enable them to establish a normal school.1/5 

((He)) moved that the Salary of the Superintendent of Education 
should be £500 per annum or such a sum less than that as should bear 
the same relation to the sum appropriated for Schools in Upper Canada, 
as that appropriation bears to that for Lower Canada.176 
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MR. BALDWIN - He would like to ask the Hon. Member if the office 
of the Superintendant (sic) of Education was to be held as at present 
in Cobourg. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER - It is to be held at Toronto.1/8 


MR. ROBINSON said that the Superintendent of Education had gone 
to Europe last year, and had travelled over Great Britain and a great 
part of the Continent, for the purpose of enquiring into the various 
systems of education, and had no doubt collected much valuable infor- 
mation on the subject; and he wanted to know if the bill was founded 
upon any information derived from him.179 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER - He had received much valuable information 
from that sore of which they had availed themselves in framing 
the present bil1.18 


MR. JOHNSTON hoped that nothing would be done with regard to the 
bill, until once the report of that gentleman be printed and laid be- 
fore the House.181 


MR. PRICE - The report of the Superintendant (sic) of Education 
for Upper Canada, Mr. Ryerson, of the result of his visit of the dif- 
ferent educational institutions of Europe, ought to have been printed, 
and in the hands of the Members, before considering the present bill, 
as it might furnish us information, not only with respect to higher 
branches of education, but also with respect to common schools. He 
(Mr. P.) would like to hear if the province was to pay for the ex- 
pense of the Reverend gentleman's journey to Europe, and whether the 
present bill was drafted by him, or by the Attorney General. He (Mr. 
P.) understood that the Reverend gentleman, Mr. Ryerson, had been 
highly pleased with the Prussian system of education and was desirous 
of introducing it into Canada.182 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER would relieve the hon member (Mr. Price) from 
the painful apprehension that he seems to labour under, for he would 
assure him, that while he was in the Ministry, there was no danger of 
any part of the Provincial funds being used to pay the expenses of 
Mr. Ryerson's visits to Europe. He (Mr. D) had of course consulted 
the Assistant Superintendent of Education for Upper Canada, and had 
received many valuable suggestions from him, but he (Mr. D) had 
drafted the bill, and was responsible for its contents. He (Mr. D) 
had taken the general machinery of the old bill, remedying many of 
its defects - such as abolishing Towne aee Superintendants (sic), and 
establishing a normal school, &c. &c. 18 


MR. ERMATINGER - would beg to observe that this bill would be a 
great benefit to the people of Upper Canada. He objected to the first 
clause, he did not see the use of it. With respect to the Normal 
School, he considered it a dangerous experiment; he had seen some 
Model Schools and we had better have had none at all. The Normal 
School would take away the benefits of the common school, and would 
be an increase of expenditure, 184 
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MR. GOWAN - This ought not to be considered a party question, 
the education of the youth was a subject of the greatest importance, 
and he was convinced would be considered so by both sides of the 
House. The present bill, he considered to be a great improvement on 
the existing law. In the district which he represented, they had 
found the greatest difficulty in carrying it out. The first improve- 
ment in this bill which he would notice was the cutting off the Town- 
ship superintendents, another point of great importance which was 
exceedingly doubtful in the existing law, was the power to assess; 
many district councils had refused to assess for school purposes, 
this duty was distinctly defined in the bill now before us. The next 
improvement he would notice was that the teacher if he taught for 
three months was allowed the year's salary; some had taught three 
months in one place, three more in another, and so on, and received 
four years' pay for one year's service. This was not allowed in the 
present bill. The last point he would notice was, that under the 
old bill, all the trustees went out annually, this was wrong. The 
trustees went out when they had been acquainted with their duties, 
under the present bill, however, only one-third went out. This was 
a decided atptoveneien | 


MR. BALDWIN. - The Hon. Attor. General has, wilfully he would not 
say, misunderstood the force of the remarks of the hon. member for 
the South Riding; he wished to know whether this bill was the child 
of the Attor. General or of the Assistant Superintendent of Education. 
He would confess that the existing law was in some points defective; 
but the reason of this was, that it was intended to have formed part 
of a series of measures, of which the Municipal Council was one, and 
the failure of which rendered the School Act imperfect. 186 


MR. ROBLIN - he considered that the sum of £500 as the salary of 
the Assistant Superintendent was too much; he considered that £400 was 
sufficient.18 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER - the House gave last session £500 to the 
Lower Canada Superintendent, and when the duties were materially in- 
creased, he felt sure that there could be no objection to give the 
Upper Canada Superintendent £500,188 


MR. ROBLIN —- if we give too much on one occasion, we ought not 
to do the same again, he would move that £400 be substituted for 
£500,189 


MR. MERRITT said, that under the bill now before them, it would 
cost £1300 to support the two superintendents, with their clerks, 
while, in the State of New York, the Secretary of the State was ex 
officio the Superintendent of the whole State, and two or three et 
clerks in his office do all the business that our Superintendents do. 
He thought one Superintendent would be sufficient for the whole Pro- 
Plan 


MR. WILLIAMS said, he would have supported the amendment of the 
member for Prince Edward but that it would be invidious to make a 
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distinction between the salaries of the two superintendents.191 


MR. ERMATINGER said, he was very agreeable to give the £500, if 
the £175 included both clerk and travelling expenses.192 


MR. ROBLIN's amendment was then put, and lost.193 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER then moved that the said Superintendent of 
Education should be allowed £175 for a Clerk and the contingent ex- 
penses of his office.19 


The clause was then carried.195 
The third clause <... CGwas)) read ,196 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER - this clause contains a new and important 
feature namely, the establishment of an unpaid Board for the purpose 
of examining the ... books to be used in Schools and for the purpose 
of examining Normal Schools, and to aid the ern Non 


MESSRS. BALDWIN, ROBLIN, and ERMATINGER spoke against it198, 
((The third and fourth clauses)) were passedl99, 
((The fifth clause was read. )) 200 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER - said, by the clause now before the Committee, 
it is intended to establish a Normal School. In the bill of the hon. 
member opposite (Mr. Baldwin) introduced in 1843, there was a clause 
for establishing Normal Schools which had not been adopted, and this 
clause was therefore only for the purpose of giving effect to the 
existing law; and if you get a Normal School you will get a good sys- 
tem of education established through the whole country; and of so 
great importance are schools of this kind held in the State of New 
York, that the sum of £10,000 is annually appropriated for Normal 
Schools; with regard to the expence, he did not intend to take it from 
the sum appropriated for the Common Schools but on the contrary, he 
would be able to give about £1500 per annum the first year, more for 
them; by the abolishing of the office of Township Superintendents you 
will effect a saving of about £3100 per annum, for there are 310 Town- 
ships which at present pay their Superintendants (sic) from £5 to £25 
a year and which may be safely averaged at £10 each, which would give 
a total of £3100 saved by this bill per annum; of which sum he would 
devote during the first year, £1500 for the erection of buildings for 
Normal Schools, and £1500 for the school itself; after the first 
year the expences of the school are to be limited to £1500, and thus 
leaving at least £1200 more a year to the Common Schools; and it is 
proposed that a competent person should be ane Sr from Ireland to 
come out and take charge of the Normal School. 201 


MR. BALDWIN - He concurred in that part of the bill relating to 
the proposed change about Townships Superintendants (sic), and the 
monies to be saved by it. He thought the country would be a gainer 
by it. He would like very much to have young Canadians for Teachers, 
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and he was perfectly satisfind (sic) with the proposed measure, al- 
though it should cost the country a great deal more. 


MR. MERRITT hoped that a larger sum than £1500 should be appropri- 
‘ated for the school. 293 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said that calculations had been made of the 
amount necessary, and it was thought that this sum would be quite suf- 
PVeTen ie 


The ((fifth)) clause was then passed, 205 
The sixth clause 2. (Gvwas)) read, 206 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) - Said that he objected to power 
of appointing District Superintendent being given to the Governor and 
Council; he thought it should be left with the people themselves .207 


MR. RIDDELL thought it should be left with the Government. In 
his mownry a most unfit person had been appointed by the District 
Council. 298 


MR. BALDWIN though the appointment should be left in the District 
Councils. 


MR. D. MACDONELL, of (Stormont) - Said the office was a very 
important one, and that the appointment should be left in the Dis- 
trict Counci((1)), and also that the appointment should be made an- 
nually. 


The clause as it stood was put, with the understanding that if 
Committee were against it, it should be amended so as to leave the 
appointment in the District Councils. 211 


On a division, the proposition to vest the patronage in the Govern- 
ment was lost. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER then moved that the clause be amended, so that 
the appointment be left in District Council, and that appointment be 
made during their pleasure. 213 


COL. PRINCE said, that if any part of the bill gave more power to 
any District Council than it now possesses, he would oppose it clause 
by clause. In his District the Council were quite incompetent and 
unfit to perform their duties, - he spoke of no other District - know- 
ing their incompetency, he, as he had already said, would vote against 
the bill clause by clause, if it gave them any greater power than they 
now possess. Col. Prince suggested to the Hon. Attorney General 
the expediency of making some provision for the separate education of 
the children of Negroes in the Western District. 21 There were a 
great many coloured people, and there was such a great prejudice 
against them, that the white people21l6 objected to their children 
mixing with the blacks in the common schools. The demoralizing state 
of the Negro population, a condition arising from their previous sla- 
very and want of education was a crying evil, and it was the duty of 
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the Government to endeavour to snatch the children from the vices and 
brutish ignorance of their fathers, by some provision for their moral 
teaching and literary eateuceion2 He therefore, thought that 
there should be a division of the school monies, at least in his Dis- 
trict, among two school masters, one to be appointed, for the white, 
and the other for the coloured children. 218 


The sixth clause passed as amended , 219 


After the ninth section had been passed, the attention of the 
Chairman was called to the fact that there was not a sufficient num- 
ber of members in the house to form a quorum, #20 


The committee then rose221, 


The chairman, MR. CHABOT, reported that they had passed several 
clauses, and that they were unable to continue, from want of a suf- 
ficient number of members to form a quorum.222 


(92) 
Several Members having rettred, Mr. Speaker reswned the Chair. 


The Speaker, MR. MORIN, then ordered the Clerk to call the mem- 
bers' names223 


(92) 
Quorum. The names of the Members present were taken 
doun, as followeth:-- 


(93) 
Mr. Speaker. 


Baldwin, Cayley, Chabot, Chauveau, DeWitt, Attorney General Dra- 
per, Lantier, Laurin, Méthot, Petrie, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, and 


Smith of WENTWORTH. 


And at midnight224 Mr. Speaker adjourned the House for want of a 
Quorum. 


APPENDIX, 14 APRIL 1846. 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: PURCHASE OF DORCHESTER 
BRIDGE. )) 225 


M. CHAUVEAU ... demanda de nouveau ... a l'administration, si elle 
devait recommander l'achat du pont Dorchester .226 


In answer to ... Mr. Chauveau, MR. AT. GEN. SMITH said it was not 
his intention to introduce a Bill to purchase Dorchester Bridge. 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: DISTRICT OF QUEBEC CIRCUIT 
JUDGE. )) 228 


MR. CHABOT - Enquired of the Ministry whether it was their inten- 
tion to appoint another Circuit Judge for the District of Quebec, in 
the place of W. K. M'Cord, Esq, who had ((been)) appointed Police 
Magistrate for Quebec?229 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH -— It was not their intention to do so; as they 
were not aware that the public welfare required it, if it could be 
shewn that the public welfare demanded it, they might appoint another 
ager under the present circumstances, they were not prepared to 
do so. 


( (QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: DISTRICT OF QUEBEC CIRCUIT 
JUDGE. )) 


MR. CHABOT ((asked a question)) as to whether it was the intention 
of the Government to appoint a third Circuit Judge in Quebec in the 
room of Mr. Taschereau appointed Sol. General; —231 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH said, that it was not the intention of the 
Government to make such appointment unless they found there was an 
absolute necessity for the same. 232 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: ABOLITION OF FEUDAL TENURE. )) 


MR. LAURIN ((asked a question. )) 233 


In answer ... MR. AT. GEN. SMITH said that Government was not pre- 
pared to introduce any Bill having for its purpose the repeal of the 
Feudal Tenure. 234 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: DISTRICT OF QUEBEC FOUND- 
LINGS: )):229 


MR. CHABOT moved an enquiry of the Ministry relative to the found- 
Lings inwthe Districteot Quebec. 236 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH - Wait till the estimates are laid on the table. 23/ 


571 
((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: PUBLIC WORKS BILL. ))238 


MR. LANTIER made an enquiry of the Ministry respecting the act rela- 
tive to public works. 239 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH said, it was the intention of the Government to 
introduce a bill. 240 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: OSHAWA PORT OF ENTRY.))241 


MR. MUNRO ((asked a question.) ) 242 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH - In answer to the enquiry ... whether it was 
their intention to make Oshawa a port of entry, said that the matter 
had only been under consideration to-day. 243 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: TRENT RIVER FLOOD LOSSES.) ) 244 


MR. MURNEY ((asked a question.) ) 245 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH - In answer to ((the)) enquiry ... if it was 
((the)) intention of the Ministry to make provision for losses sus- 
tained by the overflow of the Trent, said that he would be able to ans- 
wer the enquiry to-morrow. 


((POSTPONED MOTION RE: ADDRESS RE: LAKE ST. PETER EXPEN- 
DITURES.)) 247 


MR. GOWAN's - Motion for an address to His Excellency, on expen- 
diture of £58,000 for deepening Lake St. Peter, was postponed till 
Monday eee 


((DEBATE ON PETITION FROM QUEBEC SUPERVISOR OF CULLERS RE: 
INCREASE OF SALARY.) ) 


((A petition was presented)) from the Supervisor of Cullers at 
Quebec praying for an increase of salary. 


MR. CAUCHON - said he thought that the Government should declare 
their views of the petition, as it involved a money question. 250 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH - It would be seen by the Act, that the salary 
of the petitioner was not paid out of the Provincial funds but was 
obtained by fees, neither was any surplus that might arise to go into 
the public chest, but in such case the Government were empowered to 
reduce the fees so as to meet the expenditure. 291 


MR. AYLWIN —- had, last year, set his face entirely against the 
increase of salary now sought for, but since that time he found out 
that the present salary was less than that often given by a merchant 
to his chief clerk. When the bill establishing the present salary 
was first introduced, in a former Parliament, he (Mr. Aylwin) was 


ave 


suspicious of a job being in contemplation - he spoke with the best 
feeling towards the hon. member for Lanark - and he was therefore not 
very favorable to it; but he now saw reason to change his views, and 
he considered that the officer was not sufficiently paid; it also ap- 
peared that although the time of the petitioner was not exclusively 
occupied, yet he was prevented by his tenure of office from doing any- 
thing else. Among the reasons which induced him (Mr. Aylwin) to sup- 
port the application was, his having seen a petition in favour of it 
signed by a large number of merchants known to him to be of the high- 
est respectability. It should, however, be plainly understood that 
the salary would be now fixed, and that the door should be closed 
against all further faepeabe,2 


MR. MOFFATT - was favorable to the increase but thought the sub- 
ject ought to be referred to a Committee of the whole House, 293 


MR. MEYERS - having been entrusted with a petition in favour of 
the present application, would observe that he heard all oes praise 
the manner in which the petitioner performed his duties. 2>4 


MR. CAMERON - was glad that his views in reference to the salary 
in question were at length adopted; he thought from the beginning that 
£500 ought to be the amount. It was also a satisfaction to him to 
find that when parties discovered that they had acted from vindictive, 
or other unworthy feelings, they were ready to act in the proper way, 
and to express suitable regret. 25 


MR. AYLWIN - denied that he had acted from vindictive feeling. 256 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 
April 1846; BRITISH COLONIST, 21 April 1846; and MIRROR, 14 April 1846 
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April 1846; BRITISH COLONIST, 28 April 1846; and MIRROR, 14 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 16 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 April 1846. 
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(93) 


Petitions latd _ THE following Pettttons were severally 
on the table. brought up and latd on the table:-- 

By Mr. Macdonell of Dundas,--The Petition of 
John Laing and others, of the Eastern District. 

By Mr. Christte,--The Petttion of H. O'Hara, Esqutre, and others, 
members of the Untted Chureh of England and Ireland, tn the Diocese 
of Quebec. 

By the Honourable Mr. Moffatt,--The Petition of J. S. M'Cord, 
Esquire, and others, members of the United Church of England and Ire- 
land, tn the Dtocese of Quebec. 

By Mr. Chalmers,--The Petttton of Willtam B. Kerns and others, 
members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in the Township 
of Nelson, tn the District of Gore. 

By Mr. Taché,--The Petttton of Joseph Hudon, Esquire, Prestdent, 
and Jean Bte. Martin, Secretary, on behalf of the Corporation of the 
Munictpality of St. Paschal, in the County of Kamouraska; the Petition 
of Joseph Ouellet, Esquire, and others, of Trots Pistotes, tn the 
County of Ren and the Petitton of the Reverend F. X. De L'age, 
and others, of the Ctty of Quebec, and of ot Michel and other Parishes. 

By Mr. Bertrand,--The Petition of J. B. A. Chamberland, Esquire, 
and others, of the County of Rimouskt. 

By Mr. Brooks,--The Petttton of Joseph Smith and others, tnhabi- 
tants of the Township of Compton, in the District of St. Francts. 

By Mr. Prince,--The Petition of Samuel Gardiner, Esquire, and 
others, tnhabttants of Sandwich and tts netgnboushned. in the Western 
District. 

By Mr. Cummings,--The Petition of Andrew Pettit and others, mem- 
bers of the ae Church of England and Ireland, in the Township of 
Grimsby, in the Diocese of Toronto; and the Petttton of Thomas Willson 
and others, of Thorold, in the District of Niagara. 

By Mr. Hale,--The Petttton of Mrs. Luctnda Lane, mother of Willtam 
Lane, late Clerk tn the Provinetal Secretary's office. 

















Huron Rates An Engrossed Bill to provide for the recovery 
and Taxes of the Rates or Taxes intended to be imposed by 
Bou certain By-laws of the District Counctl of the 


Distrtet of Huron, was read for the third time. 
Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Cayley do carry the said Bill to the 
Legtslative Counetl and destre thetr concurrence. 


Petitions read. Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the follow- 
tng Petittons were read:-- 
Of the Honourable R. U. Harwood and others, of Vaudreuil; praying 
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for aid to construct a Road and Bridges leading to the City of Montreal. 

Of the Reverend David Leavitt and others, Ministers and members 
of the Christian Untversalist Association of Canada West; and of the 
Reverend Benjamin Fralick and others, the Ministers and members of the 
Christian Universaltst Assoctatton for Canada West; praying that they 
may enjoy the same rights and privileges as other religious bodtes. 

Of the Municipal Counetl of the District of Bathurst; praying that 
they may recetve the School Grant for 1845. 

Of the Munictpal Council of the District of Bathurst; praying that 
the Charter of King's College may be established upon a ltberal basis, 
and that a Chatr for Agriculture and Agricultural Chemistry be estab- 
lished theretn. 

Of the Reverend Willtam Dick, on behalf of the Ottawa Baptist 
Assoctatton, convened at St. Andrews; praying that all Her Majesty's 
subjects in thts Provtnee may partake equally of the benefits of 
King's College. 

Of the Reverend Willtam Dick, on behalf of the Ottawa Baptist 
Assoctattion, convened at St. St. Andrews; praying that no no alteration may 
be made in the Imperial Act respecting the Clergy Reserves. 

Of Thomas S. Shenston of Woodstock; complaining that he has been 
ill-used by a certain Magistrate in the District of Brock, and pray- 
tng reltef. 

Of I. Appleton and others, Contractors, Master Butlders, and 
Masons of Montreal; praying for the repeal of a certain ancient French 
Law, whieh compels them to guarantee the stability and durability of 
thetr work for ten years. 

Of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the Ctty of Toronto; 
praying for certain amendments to the Acts Incorporating the satd 
Citys 

Of George Perry and others, of the City and Parish of Montreal, 
the Parish of Longueuil, and netghbouring places; of the Muntetpal 
Counetl of Hochelaga; and the Petition of William Gtroux and others, 
of Hochelaga and Montreal; praying that no extenston of privileges 
may be granted to the Trustees of the Longueutl and Chambly Turnpike 
Road. 

Of Jean Baptiste Rousseau and others, tnhabitants of Forsyth 
and other Townshtps, tn the County of Megantic; praytng an atd for 
the tmprovement of the Lambton Road. 

Of Robert H. Bruce, Esquire, and others, inhabttants residing 
on the Grand River, tn the County of Haldimand; praytng that measures 
may be taken for the reductton of certain Rivulets in the satd County 
to thetr original wtdth, by ratsing embankments. 

Of James Blott, Esqutre, and others, tnhabitants of the Townshtp 
of Dunn, in the District of Niagara; and of Willtam Chalmers and 
others, tnhabitants of the Townshtp of Sherbrooke Forest, in the 
District of Ntagara; praying that the District Town may be removed 
to Port Robinson. 

i Os dal G. Wrong . Wrong and Alexander Saxton, Esquires, tn behalf of the tn- 
habitants of the Township of Malahide; praytng for atid to construct 
a Harbour at Port Burwell. 
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Of Henry Puddicombe and others, members of the United Church of 
England and Ireland, in the Toumshtp of Wilmot, tn the District of 
Wellington, tn the Diocese of Toronto; of the Reverend Alexander Pyne, 
A.B., and others, members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, 
in the Tounshtps of Sarnia and Plympton, in the Diocese of Toronto; 
of James Rosamond and others, members of the United Church of Engl< England 
and Ireland, tn the Village of Carlton Place, of the Diocese of Toronto; 
ORD: . Ormsby and others, members of the “United Church of England and 
Ireland, in Richmond and tts vietnity; and of A. Rainsford and others, 
members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in the Township 
of Osnabruck, tn the County of Stormont, in the Dtocese of Toronto; 
praytng that measures may be adopted for vesting tn the Church Soctety 
of the Dtocese of Toronto, for the benefit of the satd Church, such a 
portton of the Clergy Reserve Lands as shall correspond with their 
share of the tncome aristng from the same. 


(94) 

Of John King, Esquire, M.D., and George R. Grasett, Esquire, L.M., 
on behalf of the Toronto Medico-Chtrurgtcal Soctety; praying for the 
establishment of a College of Phystetans and Surgeons tn Upper Canada. 

Of Willtam Charles Hume, Esqutre, tn behalf of the tnhabitants of 
Orillta and adjotntng Townshtps; praying for the completton of a cer- 
tain tnterval of the Windsor Harbour and Sturgeon Bay Road. 

Of Thomas Ewart, Esqutre, and others of the Ctty of Toronto; of 
John Murphy and others, inhabitants of the Township of Vaughan, in 
the Home District; of Dantel Knowles and others, inhabitants of the 
Toumships of Searborough and and Pickering; of Henry Miller and others, 
inhabitants of the Township of Markham, in the Home District; praying 
that no partttton be made of the endowment of King's College, but that 
tt be protected from mtsmanagment. 

Of Willtam Steel and others, tnhabttants of the Townships of 
Searborough and Piekering; praying that no divtston be made of the 
Clergy Reserve Lands, but that they may be sold for the benefit of 
general educatton. 

Of Newton Bosworth and others, members of the Baptist Church tn 
Faris, Upper Canada; | that there may be no Theological Chatr 
in the University of King's College, but that it be for the promotion 
of general educatton. 

Of the Reverend J. M. Cramp, in behalf of the Canada Baptist Unton; 
praytng that no atd be granted to denominational Schools or Colleges. 

Of the Reverend J. M. Cramp, tn behalf of the Canada Baptist Unton; 
praying that no dtvtston may be made of the Clergy Reserve Lands. 

Of the Reverend J. M. Cramp, in behalf of the Canada Baptist Unton; 
praying for an alteration in the Charter and against a division of the 
endowment of the Universtty of King's College. 

Of Thomas Corcoran and others, of the Town of Bytown; praying that 
no Act be passed Incorporating the satd Town. 

Of the Prestdent and Board of Poltce of Belleville; praying that 
thetr Act of Incorporation may be amended. 
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Of Gtdeon B. nite and others, of the Townshtp of Hiller; pray- 
ing that a certain Survey in the said Townshtp may remain as tt ts at 
present. 

Of Andrew Austin and others, Medical practittoners of the Dis- 
trict of Prince Edward; praytng that certain measures be taken to 
organtze the Medical Professton in thts Province, and to place tt on 
a proper footing. 

Of the Venerable George O'Kill Stuart and others, inhabitants 
of the Town and Townshtp of Kingston; praying against the passing of 
any Aet to tnelude Lot No. 24 within the limits of the satd Town. 

Of the Reverend Job Deacon and others, members of the United 
Church of England and Ireland, in the Parishes of Adolphustown and 
Fredericksburgh, tn the Midland District; praying that the Church of 
England may have the control of tts share of the Common School Funds. 

of the Reverend J. L. Alain and others, of the District of Gaspé; 
praying that the proposed Bill relating to Marriages in the District 
of Gaspé may not pass tnto a Law. 

Of Isaac Hilgrove Gosset, Esquire, of the Island of Jersey; pray- 
tng that the proposed Bill, relating to Marrtgaes in the District of 
Gaspé, may not pass into a Law. 

Of Louts T. Besserer and others, of the Town of Bytown; praying 
for an Act of Incorporation for the satd Town. 

Of Robert Stobo and others, of the District of Bathurst; praying 
for the Survey of a certain Line for a Road in Ramsay and Packenham. 

Of Peter Adams and others, inhabttants of the District of Johns- 
town; praying that the Road from Potnt Cardinal to Heck's Corners, in 
the Townshtp of South Gower, be completed, and that it be placed under 
the control of the Board of Works. 

Of Hiran Adams and Abel S. Pope, of the Township of Edwardsburgh, 
tn the District of Johnstown; complaining of the setzure of certain 
articles by the Custom House Offteers, and praying reltef. 

Of George Crawford, Esqutre, Chatrman on behalf of a meeting of 
the tnhabttants of the Town of Brockville; praying for the passing of 
a certain Act for the assessment of real and personal property in 
the Town of Broekvtttle. 

Of Ichabod Smith and others, Trustees of Stanstead Seminary; pray- 
tng for the usual atd tn support of the satd tnstitutton. 

Of the Right Reverend the Lord Btshop of Montreal, and others, 
the Comntttee of management of the National Schools at Quebec; pray- 
tng for an aid tn support of the satd institutions. 

Of Jeffery Hale, Esqutre, and others, Prestdent and members of the 
Quebec British and Canadtan School Soctety; praying for atid in support 
of the satd institution. 

OF Gee. Ryland, Esquire, and others, Registrars in the District 
of Montreal; praying that means may be devised for securing to them 
remuneration for the duties of the satd office. 

Of Alphonso Wells, of the City of Montreal; praying remuneration 
for hts services as Comntsstoner on the part of Canada, for determin- 
ing the Boundary Line between Canada and New Brunswtck. 

Of Charles Baker and others, Master Mechanics of the City of 
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Toronto; praying for the passing of an Act to compel Apprentices to 
serve during the whole term of thetr engagements. 

Of Willtam Evans and others, of the Parish of Montreal; praying 
for certain amendments to the Turnptke Act. 

Of John Gibson and others, of the Townships of Clarke and Manvers, 
in the District of Neweastle; praying for aid to construct a Road 
through the satd Townshtps to Lake Ontarto. 

Of Joseph P. Slocum, of Port Sarnia, and of Janes Hannah, of the 
Tounshtp of Sarnia; praytng that a certain Road in the satd Townshtp 
may not be closed up as pettttoned for by Captain R. E. Vidal. 

Of John Burwell, of Port Burwell, Esquire; praying for a grant 
of Land for all the Loyal Volunteers during the late insurrectton and 
tnvastons. 

Of J. H. Culp, of the Townshtp of Stanford, tn the District of 
Niagara; praying for the payment of a certain amount due by the Pro- 
vinetal Government to the Estate of the late Robert Randall. 

Of Dilly Coleman and others, of the Township of Thorold, in the 
District of Niagara; praying for the removal of the County Town, but 
that tt may not be sttuated at St. Catharines. 

Of John Lemon and others, of Willoughby, in the District of 

tagara ; 3 and of Arthur Jolnston and others, of the Township of Bertte 
eee in the District of Niagarc Niagara; praying that the District Town may 
be be removed to Port Robinson. 

of Walter H. Dickson, Esqutre, and others, of the Town of Niagara; 
praying for the passing of an Act to regulate and protect the Fisher- 
tes tn the Lakes of the Province. 

Of H. Davidson and others, members of the Untted Church of Eng- 
Land and Ireland, in the Diocese of Quebec; praying that measures 
may be adopted for vesting in the Church Soctety of the Diocese of 
Quebec, for the benefit of the satd Church, such a portton of the 
Clergy Reserve Lands as shall correspond with thetr share of the in- 
come artsting from the same. 


(95) 

Of Féréol Roy, Esquire, and others, inhabitants of the South 
Shore of the River St. Lawrence, in the District of Quebec; praying 
that the exclusive privilege of using the Ferry across the satd River, 
demanded by H. N. Patton, Esquire, and others, be not granted to 
them. 

Of Jean Baptiste Laverdtére and others, of Bellechasse; praying 
for atd to factlitate thetr tnternal comnuntcattons. 

Of the President, Directors, and Company of the Commerctal Bank, 
of the Midland District; praying for Reltef from the payment of the 
Tax on the circulatton of Bank Notes. 

OFOMS T. Hunter, President of the Merchant Seamen's Soctety of 
Kingston; praying for exemption from the payment of Harbour Dues in 
eertain cases. 























Petitions Ordered, That the Petitton of Willtam Evans and 
referred: others, of the Parish of Montreal; and the 
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W. Evans, et al. Petition of the Honourable R. U. Harwood and 
others, of Vaudreuil, be referred to the Select 
eee 1 Committee, to which was referred the Petitton 
HETasOW ) GUAT of E. Guy, Esquire, and others, restding on 
the Lower Lachine road, and other references. 


Instructton. Ordered, That tt be an instruction to the satd Com- 
mittee, to take and recetve the evidence and 

optnton of the Chatrman of the Board of Works, on that part of the 

Petition of the Honourable R. U. Harwood and others, of Vaudreutl, 

whtch refers to the propriety of opentng the road from Montreal to 

St. Ann's, through the interior of the Island of Montreal; and also 

on the Petition of Edward M'Naughton and others, of the Parishes of 

Ste. Anne, Ste. Genevtéve, and Pointe Claire. 








A. Rainsford, Ordered, That the Petitton of A. Rainsford and 

ema, others, members of the United Church of Eng- 
land and Ireland, in the Township of Osnabruck, 

Ottawa Baptist in the County of Stormont, tn the Dtocese of 

Assoctatton. Toronto; the Petttiton of the Reverend Willtam 

Fo Reames Diek, on behalf of the Ottawa Baptist Assocta- 

Sp ae tton, convened at St. Andrews, (relating to 

= the Clergy Reserves;) the Petition of James 

S. Ormsby, Rosamond and pthenss members of the United 

et Gl. Church of England and Ireland, tn the village 


of Carlton Place, in the Diocese of Toronto; 
and the Petition of S. Ormsby and « and pees members of the Untted 
Church of England and Ireland, in Richmond and its vicintty; be re- 
ferred to the Select Committee, to which was referred the Petttton of 
the Church Soctety of the Diocese of Toronto, and other references. 





Ottawa Baptist Ordered, That the Petition of the Reverend Wil- 
Assoctattion. lttam Dick, on behalf of the Ottawa Baptist 
5 tee Association, convened at St. Andrews , (re- 
ao lating to oe s College;) the Petttion of 
a Alexander M'Cann and others, of Nassagaweya; 
A. M'Naugh- the Petition of James P. Gage and others, of 
ton, et al. the Township of Nelson, in the District of 


Gore; and the Petttton of Alexander M'Naugh- 
ton and others, of the Township of Nassagaweya, be referred to the 
Select Committee, to which was referred the Petition of George Roe 
and others, of the County of Russell, and other references. 


Inhabitants of Ordered, That the Petitton of W. F. Wallace, 
Bayham, &¢. Chatrman of a meeting of the tnhabitants of 
Bayham and the adjoining Townships in the 
Inhabitants of District of London; and the Petition of G. 
Malahide. Wrong and Alexander Saxton, Esqutres, tn be- 


half of the tnhabttants of the Townshtp of 
Malahide, be referred to the Select Committee, to which was referred 
the Petttion of James Hutchtson and James F. M'Carthy, on behalf of 
a Publite Meeting of the inhabttants of Bayham, and other Townshtps 
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tn the Districts of London, Oxford and Talbot. 





ev wc tale Ordered, That the Petition of the Reverend J. L. 
Alain, et atl. Atatn and others, of the District of Gaspé; 
tod tone e and the Petitton of Isaac Hilgrove Gosset, 





Esquire, of the Island of Jersey, be referred 
to the Select Committee, to which was referred the Magdalen Islands 
Bill, and other references. 


Commeretal Ordered, That the Petitton of the President, 
Bank, (M.D.) Directors, and Company of the Commerctal 


Bank of the Midland District be referred to 
the Select Committee, to whtech was referred the Petttton of the 
Bank of Upper Canada. 








W. Chalmers, Ordered, That the Petttion of William Chalmers 
en al. and others, tnhabttants of the Township of 
Reese ate Sherbrooke Forest, on the District of Nta- 
SS gara; the Petttion of James Blott, Esqutre, 
A. Johnston, and others, tnhabitants of the Township of 
et al. Dunn, tn the District of Niagara; the Pett- 


tton of Arthur Johnston and others, of the 


J. Lenno : ; : : : 
£2 ee Township of Bertie West, tn the District of 


Ele é =e 
oe ge Niagara; the Petition of John Lemon and others, 
D. Coleman, of Willoughby, tn the District of Niagara; 
eiuals and the Petition of Dilly Coleman and others, 


of the Townshtp of Thorold, tn the District 
of Ntagara; be referred to the Select Committee, to which were re- 
ferred so much of the Entrtes tn the Journals of thts House of the 
Session of 1843, as relate to the Selection of a Stte for a new Dis- 
trict Town for the District of Niagara. 


Rev. D. Leavttt Resolved, That the Petitton of the Reverend 

Cb ale David Leavttt and others, ministers and mem- 
bers of the Chrtstian Universalist Assoctia- 

tton of Canada West, be referred to a Select Committee, composed of 

Mr. Cameron, Mr. Willtams, and Mr. Price, to examine all the contents 

thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent speed; with power 

to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Rev. B. Fra- Ordered, That the Petition of the Reverend Ben- 
Lick eb al. jamin Fraltek and others, the ministers and 

members of the Chrtsttan Untversaltst Assocta- 
tion for Canada West, be referred to the satd Commtttee. 











Bathurst Resolved, That the Petttion of the Muniectpal 
Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Bathurst, (relating 
Counetl. to King's College) be referred to a Select 


Committee, composed of Mr. Cameron, the Hon- 
ourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, Mr. Roblin, Mr. Hall, and Mr. 
Stewart of Bytown, to examine the contents thereof, and to report 
thereon with all econventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, 


586 


papers, and records. 


E. Risely, et al. Resolved, That the Petition of Edmund Rtisely, 

Esqutre, and others, of the District of Mta- 
gara, be referred to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Dickson, the 
Honourable Mr. Baldwin, the Honourable Mr. Solteitor General Sherwood, 
Mr. Cummings, and Mr. Merritt, to examine the contents thereof, and 
to report thereon with all convenient speed; wtth power to send for 
persons, papers, and records. 





P. Besse, et al. Resolved, That the Petttton of P. Besse and others, 
of Chambly, tn the County of Chambly, be re- 

ferred to a Select Commtttee, composed of Mr. Lacoste, the Honourable 

Mr. DeBleury, Mr. Franehére, Mr. Armstrong, Mr. Colvile, Mr. Bouttliter, 

and Mr. Jobin, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon 

with all econventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, 

and records. 





Agricultural Resolved, That the Petition of Gabriel Marchand, 

Soctety of Esquire, Prestdent and others, the offtcers 

Chambly. and members of the Committee of the Agricultural 
(96) 


Soetety of the County of Chambly, be referred to a Select Committee, 
composed of Mr. Lacoste, Mr. Franchére, Mr. LeMoine, Mr. Colville, and 
Mr. Armstrong, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon 
with all convenient speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, and 
records. 


J. P.. Gage, Resolved, That the Petttton of J. P. Gage and 
ata. others, of the Townshtps of Nelson and Salt- 


fleet, tn the District of Gore, be referred 
to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Chalmers, Mr. Smith of Went- 
worth, and Mr. Cummings, to examine the contents thereof, and to re- 
port thereon with all conventent speed; with power to send for per- 
sons, papers, and records. 











H. F. Gra- Ordered, That the Petition of Henry F. Graham and 
ham, et al. others, tnhabitants of Barton and other Town- 


shtps, tn the District of Gore, be referred 
to the said Committee. 


R. He. Bruce; Resolved, That the Petttton of Robert H. Bruce, 
et al. Esqutre, and others, tnhabttants restding on 


the Grand River, tn the County of Haldimand, 
be referred to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Thompson, Mr. 
Cummings, Mr. Dickson, Mr. Roblin, and Mr. Willtams, to examine the 
contents thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent speed; 
with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 





Notartal Titles, Mr. Soltettor General Taschereau, from the 
&e. Bill, Select Committee, to whitch was referred the Bill 
(ACH to remove all doubts as to the validity of certain 
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deeds, tnstrunents, and documents, executed before Notaries in Lower 
Canada, and to secure the rights, titles, and interest, of all parties 
concerned therein, reported that the Committee had gone through the 
Btll, and had made several amendments thereto, whieh amendments were 
again read at the Clerk's table. 





Ordered, That the satd Bill and Report be committed to a Committee 
of the whole House on Monday next. 


Magdalen Mr. Chrtstte, from the Select Committee, to 
Islands Bill. whteh was referred the Magdalen Islands Bill, and 


other references, with power to report from time 
to time, reported that the Commtttee had gone through the Bill relat- 
tng to the Magdaten Islands, in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and to enable 
the inhabitants, householders thereof, to establish a Munietpal Coun- 
etl tn the satd Islands, and had made several amendments thereto, 
whteh amendments were agatn read at the Clerk's table. 


Ordered, That the satd Bill and Report be committed to a Committee 
of the whole House, on Monday next. 


Petition of the Mr. Maedonald of Kingston, from the Select Com- 
Commeretal mittee, to whitch was referred the Petition of the 
Bank, M.D. Prestdent, Directors, and Company of the Commer- 


etal Bank of the Midland District, presented to 
the House the Report of the said Committee, which was again read at 
the Clerk's table, and ts as followeth:-- 


Report. Your Committee find that, of the three hun- 

dred thousand pounds of new stock added to the 
Capttal Stock of the Commercial Bank, by the Statute 6th Victoria, 
chapter 26, there still remains, not patd up, the sum of one hundred 
and stxty-nitne thousand stx hundred and fifty pounds. The time for 
paytng up the whole of this new stock, will expire on the 12th day of 
October, 1847, and the Petittoners are destrous that this ttme should 
be extended for four years more. 

Your Committee think thts request a reasonable one, and recom- 
mend that tt should be complied wtth. 

Your Commtttee also recommend, that the time for holding the an- 
nual General Meeting of the Shareholders of the Capital Stock of the 
Bank, should be altered from the second to the first Tuesday tn July 
of each year, as tt appears that such alteration will be more con- 
ventent for the purpose of preparing and exhtbiting to the Share- 
holders the Statement of the Bank affatrs required by law. 

The Petitttoners complatn that, by the stringent provtstons of the 
20th section of thetr last extended Charter, they are prevented from 
taking etther real or personal property in satisfaction of debts pre- 
vtously contracted with them, or purchased at sales on judgments re- 
covered by them. These restrictions are, tn the opinton of your 
Commtttee, equally injurtous to the Pettttoners and thetr debtors. 
The Bank ts deprived of means of saving ttself from loss whtch are 
allowed to all other creditors, and ts obliged, in many cases, to 
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sell the property of those indebted to them at a price which ts in- 
sufficient to pay the debt in full, and ts at the same time ruinous 
to the debtor. 

Your Committee are therefore of opinion, that whtle Banks should 
not be permitted to lend money on the securtty of property, real or 
personal, they whould be allowed to receive, tn payment or sattsfac- 
tion of debts already ineurred, such property as their debtors are 
able to give them. 


Commeretal Ordered, That Mr. Macdonald of Kingston, have 

Bank Charter leave to bring in a Bill to amend an Act, tn- 
Amendment tituled, "An Act to extend the Charter of tne 
BEL. Commeretal Bank of the Midland District, and 


ta imerease tre Caprtal. Stock.” 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Monday next. 


On motion of Mr. Sherwood of Brockville, seconded by Mr. Seymour, 


Brockville Resolved, That thts House do now resolve ttself 
Poltce. tnto a Committee of the whole House, to take 
tnto constderation the proprtety of amending 

an Act, passed in the second year of the Retgn of Hts late Majesty, 
Willtam the Fourth, establtshtng a Board of Police tn the Town of 
Brockville; and also the Laws relating to Assessments and Statute 
Labour, of that part of thts Province called Upper Canada, so far as 
they relate to the satd Town. 

The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Committee. 

Mr. Foster took the Chatr of the Committee, and after some time 
spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

And Mr. Foster reported that the Committee had come to a Resolu- 
tion, whitch he was dtreeted to submtt to the House whenever it shall 
be pleased to recetve the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


Shertffs' Ordered, That Mr. Sherwood of Brockville have 
Poundage Bill. leave to bring tn a Bill, to regulate the 


Poundage to be recetved by Sheriffs on Execu- 
tions, and for other purposes theretn mentioned. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Monday next. 


Sehoolt Act Ordered, That Mr. Roblin have leave to bring in 
Amendment a Bill to amend the Act theretn menttoned re- 
BUC Cee eC lating to the appropriation of moneys dertved 


from the sale of School Lands tn Upper Canada. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the 
same was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read 
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(97) 
a second time on Wednesday next. 
Bathurst Ordered, That Mr. Cameron have leave to bring in 
Sehool Moneys a Btll to enable the District of Bathurst to 
BLL. recetve the Sehool moneys apportioned to it 


tn the year one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-five, notwithstanding the failure of the District Council to 
levy an equal sun. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the 
same was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be 
read a second time on Monday next. 


On motton of Mr. Cameron, seconded by Mr. Thompson, 


Address for Resolved, That an humble Address be presented 

Names _o to His Excellency, the Administrator of the 
Government Government, praytng that His Excellency will 
Officers. eause to be laid before this House a contin- 


uation of the Statement submitted to this 
House on the twentieth of March, 1845, containing the names of all 
persons appointed to office of emolument from November 1843, to the 
ninth of Deeember, 1844; that thts House may have the names of all 
persons appotnted to office stnee the date of the satd document, with 
the designation of the office, the rate of salary, and the authority 
under whtch they were so appointed. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency, the 
Admintstrator of the Government, by such Members of this House 
as are of the Honourable the Executive Counetl of this Province. 


Odd _ Fellows! Mr. Foster moved, seconded by the Honourable 
Bolts Mr. Moffatt, for leave to bring in a Btll to en- 





able the several Lodges of the Soetety of "Odd 
Fellows" to hold real and personal estate tn this Province.1 


MR. CAUCHON opposed the bill. He knew nothing about the society 
and did not want to know anything; he believed however that it was 
a secret association, and he was averse to such societies.2 I1 trou- 
vait ridicule d'incorporer une société dont on ignorait complétement 
la constitution et les réglemens. I1 voulait bien croire que tous 
ses membres étaient des hommes irréprochables; il n'avait méme aucun 
mauvais soupcon contre les Orangistes qu'il croyait tous y compris 
méme leur chef, intacts de corps et d'esprit; mais il tenait 4 ce que 
la chambre se refusat de législater au sujet de toute société secréte. 


Mr. Cauchon fut interrompu diverses fois par le membre pour 
Peterborough.4 


MR. ROBINSON said if the hon. gentleman wished to see an Odd Fel- 
low, he would introduce himself and many of his friends upon his 
right and left to his notice, as members of the association in ques- 
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tion. He could not give all the information he might desire upon the 
subject unless the gentleman became an Odd Fellow himself, and he be- 
lieved it would not take much to make him one. The society was one 
purely benevolent, and he could assure the opposer of this bill that 
if he were a member of it, would not make him a worse man but might 
make him a better. 


MR. CAUCHON called for a division. © 


(97) 
The question having been put on the satd motion, a divtston en- 
sued, and the names betng called for they were taken down as follow- 
eth:-- 


YEAS. 


Berthelot, Bertrand, Cameron, Cayley, Chalmers, Christie, Colville, 


Cummings, Daly, Dickson, Attorney General Draper, Duggan, Ermatinger, 


ee ees 





NAYS. 


Cauchon, Chabot, Chauveau, DeWitt, Drummond, Jobin, LaFontatne, 
and Nelson.--(8.) 


So tt was carrted in the affirmative; 

And he accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the 
same was received and read for the ftrst ttme, and ordered to be 
read a second time on Wednesday next. 


Members dts- Ordered, That Mr. LeBoutitllter, agreeably to his 
charged from own request, be dtscharged from further atten- 
Attendance on danee upon the Select Committee to whtch was 
Committee. referred the Magdalen Islands Bill, and 


References, and that Mr. Prince, who has ob- 
tained leave of absence, be tn ltke manner discharged from further 
attendance upon the satd Commtttee. 


Member added. Ordered, That Mr. Sherwood of Brockville be 
added to the satd Committee. 


Bronté Har- Ordered, That Mr. Chalmers have leave to bring in 
bour Bill. a Bill to revive and extend an Act of the 

Parliament of Upper Canada, 3d Victoria, chap. 
53, tntituled "An Act to tneorporate certain persons under the name 
and style of 'the Prestdent, Directors, and Company of the Bronté 
Harbour. '" 


591 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Monday next. 


Leave of Ordered, That Mr. Smith of Frontenac have leave 
Absence. to absent himself from this House from the 


twenty-first tnstant during the remainder of 
the Sesston, on urgent private bustness. 


Montreal Mr. Duggan, from the Committee of the whole 
Court House House to take into constderation the proprtety of 
BULL: adopting measures for the rebutlding of a Court 


House tn the City of Montreal, and of acqutring 
the ground necessary therefor, and of providing the necessary funds 
for that object, reported, according to order, the Resolution of the 
said Commtttee, whtch Resolution was again read at the Clerk's table, 
and agreed to by the House, and ts as followeth:-- 


Resolved, That tt ts expedient to adopt measures for supplying the 
Courts of the District of Montreal, wtth the necessary accommo- 
. dation for holding the Courts of the Distrtet, of which they have 
been deprived by the destruction of the Court House by fire. 


Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smith have leave 

to bring in a Bill to provide for the rebutlding of the Court 

House tn the City of Montreal. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Tuesday next. 


Duttes on Mr. Cauchon, from the Committee of the whole 
Stills. House, to take tnto constderatton the proprtety 
of repealing the laws tn force, relating to duties 
on Stills, and the method of collecting the same, and of substttuting 
other enactments therefor, reported, according to order, the Resolu- 
tion of the satd Committee, which Resolution was again read at the 
Clerk's table, and agreed to by the House, and ts as followeth:-- 


Resolved, That tt ts expedtent to repeal the existing laws, tmpostng 
a duty on Stills, and the method of collecting the same, and to 
substttute other enactments imposing a duty per gallon on the 
Distillation of Spirits. 


Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Cayley have leave to bring in a Bill 
to repeal certatn Acts therein mentioned, and to tmpose a Duty 
on Disttllers, and on the Sptrituous Liquors made by them, and 
to provide for the collection of such Duties. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 

was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 

second time on Tuesday next. 


Huntingdon Mr. Murney from the Committee of the whole 
Plank Road House, to consider the proprtety of tneorporatting 
BLLL. the "Huntingdon Plank Road Company," reported, 


according to order, the Resolution of the satd 
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Comntttee, whieh Resolution was agatn read at the Clerk's table, and 
agreed to by the House, and is as followeth:-- 


Resolved, That it ts expedient to tneorporate the "Huntingdon Plank 
Road Company." 


Ordered, That Mr. Colvile have leave to bring in a Bill to tneorporate 
the "Huntingdon Plank Road Company." 


(98) 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Wednesday next. 


School Brtl, The Order of the Day for the House tn Com- 
(U,2iCs) mittee, on the Bill for the better establishment 
and matntenance of Common Schools in Upper Canada, 
betng read; 
The House accordingly resolved ttself into the said Committee. 
Mr. Chabot took the Chair of the Committee,’ 


Several clauses were adopted without discussion.8 


On the 4th section of the 26th clause being proposed, a conver- 
sation ensued as to whether the clerk was the proper officer to place 
the rate on the collector's roll.? 


MR. PRICE said, that he believed one or more of the Judges had 
intimated an opinion that it was competent for the clerk of the Coun- 
cil to make out the rolls.10 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said, the Clerk of the Peace was, under a very 
old law, the officer on whom this duty devolved, and that it had not 
been changed .11 


MR. GOWAN was of opinion that the Clerk of the Council was the 
proper officer. So it had always been held in his district.12 


It was at length agreed that the clause should stand as it was: 
and that if any change was necessary in the law it should be by sep- 
arate enactment.13 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER intimated that he had amenments (sic) to pro- 
pose in the municipal act. 

The 5th and 6th sections of the same clause related to the mode 
of raising the balance of the school expenses, over and above the 
proportion of the school fund. Under the present law, these are col- 
lected by the Trustees' rate bill on the parents of the children; 
under the proposed bill, a quarterly rate was to be levied upon all 
the inagitantants (sic), not less than the amount of the school fund. 

Mr. Draper - In proposing the adoption of the 6th section of the 
24th clause, said - it may be objected to this section, that those 
who receive the benefit of the school ought to pay the extra expenses; 
but this principle that was now sought to be introduced was not with- 
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out a precedent. It was taken from the school law of Massachusetts, 
where it was found to work well. It was discovered by experience, that 
in many places the schools are kept up for three months, in order that 
the inhabitants might get the government allowance; the charge to the 
children who attend, being found too oppressive on the parents, who 

are willing to keep open the school for a longer period. - No principle 
can be more just, than that those who enjoy a benefit, should pay for 
it; but still nothing is more important to a community than that all 
should possess every facility of education, and that those who possess 
property should assist and pay for the education of the children of 
their poorer neighbours; and thus raise the lower classes in the scale 
of moral and intellectual beings.14 


MR. HALL — However right this principle may be, it would be ex- 
tremely unpopular. - The. people now complain that they have to educate 
other children besides their own.15 


MR. ERMATINGER, agreed with the hon. member (Mr. Hall). The ar- 
guments of the Attor. Gen. may be popular - make the rich pay for the 
education of the poor; but it will be found in practice, especially 
under the new assessment bill, very oppressive. The rich now pay most 
of the Government ETE and it is not fair to call upon them to 
contribute a second time. 


MR. WILLIAMS. - This section will be extremely unpopular with the 
independent yeomanry of the country. Many individuals desire to give 
their children a better education than can be obtained in common 
schools, who can ill afford it, and upon them this section will be 
very oppressive.!/ 


MR. BALDWIN, opposed this section because it was better to make 
the parents pay something for the benefit they receive, and then they 
would be more interested in the school.18 


The section was then put, and lost.19 


MR. ROBLIN objected to the clause which provided for the manner 
in which the Schoolmasters shall obtain the Government allowance, as 
giving them too much power over these funds, 20 


Some discussion ((occurred)) in which the objection of the hon. 
gentleman did not appear to be understood. 21 


MR. ROBLIN explained that in his part of the country, the plain 
simple farmers were accustomed to hire a teacher at so much per an- 
num, paying him in wheat, potatoes, wood or what he might require; 
and when the Government allowance was received, they, the farmers, 
divided it among themselves, in proportion to the amount each had 
previously given to the schoolmaster; and if the clause passed as it 
was, it would take the grant out of their hands and give it to the 
schoolmaster. 22 


The explanation appeared to have the contrary effect to what the 
hon. gentleman desired, and the clause was passed as it stood.2 
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All of the clauses of the bill ((were)) ... adopted. -24 


MR. D. MACDONELL, of Stormont, moved, seconded by MR. MERRITT, 
that the committee do reconsider the 5th section of the 12th clause, 
which forbids the granting of any certificate to any person as a 
teacher of any common school, who shall not, at the time of granting 
such certificate, be a natural-born or naturalized subject of Her 
Majesty, - and in so doing said, that many of the teachers in his 
part of the country, and who were highly respectable persons, were 
aliens; and that the clause in question would deprive them of their 
present situations as teachers, which were their only support. He 
thought the clause should be so amended as to allow these persons to 
continue as teachers, at least for some years to come. 29 


MR. MERRITT said, that they only wanted two or three years more, 
in order that these parties might, in the meantime, be enabled to get 
some other employment. 26 


MR. BALDWIN said, that he would like very much to see the whole 
country supplied by native Canadian teachers; but until we have, a 
sufficient number of proper persons to do so, he thought strangers 
should be allowed as teachers. 2/ 


MR. PRICE said, that if the hon. member (Mr. Draper) had stated 
a time in the bill after which aliens would not be allowed to act as 
teachers, he would be quite willing to acquiesce in the clause; but 
as he was not certain that they could fill their situations as well 
as they are now with native masters, he thought they should allow 
teahcers who were aliens to be employed till such time as they were 
able to fill their places. 28 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said that it had been the law of Upper Canada 
for forty years, that no alien could be employed as common school 
teacher; and that it was only in 1841; by an indirect permission, that 
they were first allowed, and that law only allowed them to be employed 
until the first day of January, 1846.29 


MR. MERRITT said, that the clause in the act of 1843 was passed 
under the supposition that the Normal School, mentioned in that act, 
would be immediately put in operation; and that by the first day of 
January, 1846, they should be able to get as many proper teachers from 
that school as would supply the schools now taught by aliens; that 
the time contemplated by that bill had not yet arrived, for that 
School has never gone into operation, and we have consequently been 
unable to get any native teachers from it able to supply the places 
now held by persons who are aliens. He therefore thought four or 
five years more should be allowed.30 


MR. PRICE wanted time to be extended until a certain period after 
the Normal School should be established. And stated that if he thought 
there was a class of teachers of British origin in the Province able 
to fill the offices as well as these persons, he would be ready to 
vote for the clause as it now stood.3l 


MR. DUGGAN made some observations on the characters of the Ameri- 
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cans generally employed as teachers in the Province, stating them to 
be a class of very unprincipled people, of cunning and insinuating 
habits and manners, who were always endeavouring to instill republican 
notions into the heads of their scholars & into those of their parents; 
and stated, that he thought if the change in the law led to their ex- 
pulsion, the result would be rejoiced in by a large number of the in- 
habitants of Upper Canada. 32 


The motion was then put, and lost.33 


(98) 
and after some ttme spent therein, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair, 
And Mr. Chabot reported, that the Committee had made some pro- 
gress, and had directed him to move for leave to stt again. 


Ordered, That the satd Commtttee have leave to stt again on Friday 


next. 
Registry Laws The Order of the Day for the House tn Commtttee, 
Amendment on the Bill to consoltdate and amend the Registry 
BELL mau sa) Laws of Upper Canada, betng read; 


Ordered, That the said Order of the Day be discharged. 


Resolved, That the satd Bill be referred to a Select Commtttee, com- 
posed of Mr. Duggan, Mr. Macdonald of Kingston, Mr. Prince, and 
the Honourable Mr. Soltettor General Sherwood to report thereon 
with all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, 
and records .34 


MR. BALDWIN - Did not think that it was proper as a general rule 
to refer a bill which had been before a committee of the whole, to a 
select committee where it seldom receives that attention which it is 
entitled to, the House considering that a select com. has done all 
that was needful. He said that when facts were to be enquired into, 
there could be no objection, but when it was simply to adopt amend- 
ments made in committee of the whole, to other parts of the bi11.35 


(98) 
Authentie The Order of the Day for the second reading 
Actes Bill. of the Bill for better regulating the formaltties 
of authentte Actes passed before Notartes, betng 
read; 


Ordered, That the satd Btll be read a second time on Friday next. 


Assessment The Order of the Day for the House in Com- 
BLDG. Ce) mittee, on the Bill to regulate Assessments, and 


the appotntment of Collectors and Assessors in 
Upper Canada, being read; 
The Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper moved, seconded by the 
Honourable Mr. Cayley, that the said Order of the Day be discharged, 
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and that the said Bill be referred to a Select Committee composed of 
the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, Mr. Roblin, Mr. Hall, Mr. 
Gowan, Mr. Riddell, Mr. Seymour, Mr. Williams, Mr. Petrie, and Mr. 
Stewart of Bytown, to report thereon with all sala speed, with 
power to send for persons, papers, and vecords.3 





MR. BALDWIN - Had the same objection to referring the Assessment 
bill to a select committee, that he had made to the reference of the 
Registration bill. The bill had been introduced by the administration 
on its responsibility, and it was a most unparliamentary course to send 
it to a select committee. If the hon. gentleman persevered, he (Mr. 

B) must request him to strike his name from the list of the committee. 3/ 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER would of course be most happy to substitute 
another name for that of the hon. and learned gentleman, but he must 
persevere in his motion. The bill was of a local character, and pre- 
cisely one of those measures that it was proper to refer to a committee. 38 


MR. CAMERON was in favor of the Bill, but he was opposed to Govern- 
ment measures being referred to a select committee, it was shirking the 
responsibility; the committee have the power to alter it, and if altered, 
it becomes the measure of the committee and not of the Government. 2? 


MR. MEYERS was reported to have voted against the principle of the 
bill, now this was incorrect, for he was in favor of the principle of 
the Bill, although opposed to some of the details. He was in favour 
of the present motion. 


(98) 
The Questton having been put on the satd motion, a dtviston ensued, 
and the names being called for, they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YEAS. 


Cayley, Christie, Colville, Daly, Attorney General Draper, Erma- 
tinger, Foster, Gowan, Hale, Pay LeBouthillter, Macdonald of CORNWALL, 
Macdonald of KINGSTON, Macdonell of DUNDAS, Meyers, Murney, Petrie, 
Prince, Riddell, Robinson, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Attorney 
General Smith, | Stewart ae BYTOWN, Soltettor General Taschereau, Viger, 
and Willtams.--(27.) — 

















NAYS. 
Baldwin, Berthelot, Bertrand, Cameron, Cauchon, Chauveau, Dewitt, 


Merritt, Méthot, ueeorn Price, Aon and Rages (1 0. y 
So tt was carrted tn the afftrmative, and 
Ordered, That the satd Order of the Day be discharged. 


Resolved, The the satd Bill be referred to a Select Committee composed 
of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, Mr. Roblin, Mr. Hall, 
Mr. Gowan, Mr. Riddell, Mr. Seymour, Mr. Williams, Mr. Petrie, and 
Mr. Stewart of Bytown, to report thereon with all conventent speed; 
with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 





Manufacturers. The Order of the Day for the House in Com- 
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of Lumber. mittee on the Report of the Select Comntttee to 
whteh was referred the Petition of Willtam Roger- 
son and others, Manufacturers of Lumber of the Province of Canada, and 
other references, betng read; 
The House accordingly resolved itself into the satd Commtttee. 
Mr. Petrie took the Chatr of the Committee, 41 


MR. W. STEWART, of (Bytown,) moved, seconded by MR. CAMERON. 
That it is the opinion of this Committee, that it is desirable to amend 
8 Vic. Cap. 19, in so far as ((it)) relates to the salary of the super- 
visor of Cullers. 


MR. CHABOT ... spoke at length against the resoultion, in French, 
. comparing the salary with that of other public officers of more 
impor tance.43 


MR. CHAUVEAU ((also spoke against the resolution in French,)) urging 
that there was a want of Cullers, and that the fees were insufficient. 
He (Mr. C) had made application for employment for several young men, 
and had been unable to procure it on this account. 4 


MR. MEYERS contended that the salary was paid by fees derived from 
the lumber merchants, who were all in favor of the increase, and, he 
thought it strange that gentlemen totally unconnected with the matter 
should oppose their wishes .45 


The motion was adopted. 46 


(98) 
and after some time spent therein, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr, 
And Mr. Petrte reported that the Committee had come to several 
Resolutions, whitch he was dtrected to submit to the House whenever tt 
shall be pleased to recetve the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


Contingenctes. The Order of the Day for the House tn Com- 
mittee on the First Report of the Standing Com- 

mittee on Contingencies, betng read; 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the satd Committee. 

Mr. Macdonell of Stormont, took the Chatr of the Committee, and 
after some some time spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr, 

And Mr. Macdonell of Stormont reported, that the Committee had 
eome to a Resolution, whteh he was directed to submit to the House, 
whenever it shall be pleased to recetve the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be received to-morrow. 


Adjournment. Mr. Prince moved, seconded by Mr. Macdonell 
of Stormont, That the House do now adjourn, and 
the remaining Orders of the Day be postponed until to-morrow. 
The Question having been put upon the satd motton, a dtviston 
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ensued, and the names being called for, they were taken down as fol- 
Loweth:-- 


YEAS. 


Berthelot, Bertrand, Christte, Daly, DeWitt, Attorney General 
Draper, Ermatinger, Foster, Gowan, Johnston, LaFontaine, Lantier, La- 
terrtére, Macdonald of CORNWALL, Macdonell of STORMONT, Merritt, Méthot, 
Petrte, Prince, Taché and Viger.--(21.) 


NAYS. 


Baldwin, Cameron, Cauchon, Cayley, Chabot, Chauveau, Hale, Lacoste, 
Laurin, LeBouttllter, Maedonald of GLENGARRY, Macdonald of KINGSTON, 
Meyers, Moffatt, Murney, Price, Robinson, Roblin, Seymour, Attorney 
General Smtth, and Stewart of BYTOWN.--(21.) 





And the votes betng equally dtvtded, Mr. Speaker gave his casting 
vote in the negative. 


Great Western The Order of the Day for the House tn Com- 
Ratlroad Bill. mittee on the Bill to tncorporate a Company to 
extend the Great Western Ratlroad from Hamilton 

to Toronto, being read; 

The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Committee. 

Mr. Laurin took the Chatr of the Commtttee, and after some time 
spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair, 

And Mr. Laurtn reported, that the Committee had made some progress, 
and had directed him to move for leave to stt agatn. 


Ordered, That the satd Committee have leave to stt again, to-morrow. 


Orders Post- Mr. Chrtstte moved, seconded by Mr. DeWitt, 
poned. that the remaining Orders of the Day be postponed 


unttl to-morrow, and that they then be the first 
Orders of the Day. 


(99) 
Mr. Roblin moved tn amendment, seconded by Mr. Lantter, that all 
the words after "to-morrow" be struck out of the satd motion. 
The Questton having been put on the motion of amendment, a diviston 
ensued, and tt passed tn the negative. 
The question being then put on the main motion, the House divided 
thereon, and tt was carrted in the affirmative, and 


Ordered, Accordingly. 


Then, on motton of Mr. Gowan, seconded by Mr. Hale, 
The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX, 15 APRIL 1846. 


((NOTICE OF RESOLUTION RE: STOPPAGE OF SALE OF CLERGY 
RESERVES. ))47 


MR. CAMERON introduced two resolutions, expressing the regret of 
the country at finding that the sale of the Clergy Reserves was stop- 
ped, and hoping for an early removal of the causes of that stoppage.48 
He stated that in... ((introducing the resolutions)) he wished to 
cast no reflection upon the Government. 

((He would now move the resolutions.)) 

Resolved. - That it afforded great satisfaction to the public at 
large, to see it announced in the Official Gazette of the 14th March 
last, that the occupants and purchasers of the Clergy Reserves gener- 
ally were henceforth required to pay one tenth only, instead of one 
fourth of the purchase money in hand, and the remainder thereof in 
mine, instead of four, equal annual instalments and that on lots oc- 
cupied without authority, instead of interest, as required by the pre- 
vious regulations, a rental was to be charged for the period of occupa- 
tion before purchase, varying from 35s. to £5 5s. in Upper Canada, and 
from 25s. to 75s. in Lower Canada, on lots of 200 acres. 

Resolved. That it is with deep regret that this House now learns 
by the Official Gazette of the 9th April instant, that it has been 
thought fit to arrest the progress of this satisfactory alteration in 
the system of disposing of these lands, and to issue an order to stop 
any further sales thereof. And this House earnestly hopes that the 
causes which led to the said stoppage of sales may be speedily re- 
moved, to the end that the said Clergy Reserve lands may be acquired 
in fee simple by the occupants, the country settled, all further agita- 
tion prevented, and the public mind quieted ,20 

The honourable member said, that the questions involved in the 
resolutions were interesting to both sections of the Province. It was 
most satisfactory to the country to find that the Clergy Reserves were 
put up for sale, and that the occupants had at length a chance of ac- 
quiring the right of ownership in the soil upon which they had expended 
so much of their means and energies. Great, then, was the surprise at 
the sudden suspension of this advantage. The resolutions before the 
House, as originally framed, were somewhat different to the present 
form; the alteration was made to prevent the possibility of objection. 1 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER entirely concurred in the principles enunciated 
in the resolutions, and could have no objection to them; 22 but on the 
contrary he would be glad to see them adopted, as they would convey 
the approbation of that House of the course proposed to be followed by 
himself and colleagues. He hoped, however, that the hon. gentleman 
would consent to lay the resolutions on the table for a few days, for 
this reason, the first report of the Commissioners appointed to examine 
into the affairs of the Crown Lands Department would be laid before 
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the Government to-morrow, and would be submitted to the House at as 
early a period as possible; in that report would be found the reasons 
why the Government had felt called on to suspend the sales for a 
time. In the meantime he would assure hon. gentlemen that the sus- 
pension did not arise from any dispatch from the Home Government, 

and was in no way influenced or directed by despatches from the Home 
Government24 but principally because it was found that in some dis- 
tricts the lands had been very much undervalued .2 


MR. RIDDELL knew that in the county that he represented the 
Clergy lands were greatly undervalued, and were bought up by spec- 
ulators, without any benefit to the occupants. 6 


MR. GOWAN thought the member for Oxford must be in error. Such 
sales as he represented would be illegal. Under the law the occupants 
had a right to pre-emption. 2/ 


MR. CAMERON consented that his resolution should lie on the table 
as a notice. 8 


((WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: PAYMENT OF VISITORS TO OFFICES 
OF NOTARIES.))2? 


MR. LAURIN moved, that the House do now resolve itself into a 
Committee of the whole to consider a resolution in favour of paying 
visitors to the offices of Notaries.60 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH - The hon. member (Mr. Laurin) did not chose 
(sic) to communicate his intention of moving this resolution to the 
Government, and he must not therefore complain, if they were not pre- 
pared to give their support to this resolution. The Ministry desired 
to have some information with respect to what these visitors would 
likely cost the Province. The bill that the hon. member for Lotbiniére 
had introduced, required that the visitors should visit each Notarial 
office every year, and as there is now an immense number of Notaries 
in the different Districts of Montreal, Quebec and Three Rivers, it 
will require a very large mount (sic) to pay these visitors. He (Mr. 
Smith) hought (sic) that the Board, which it was intended to establish, 
would render it unnecessary in a great degree, to appoint visitors. 

If the hon. member (Mr. Laurin) would leave it to the option of the 
Executive to appoint visitors or not, he (Mr. Smith) would consent to 
such a motion, 6l 


MR. LAURIN - The visitors would not cost more than £800.62 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD - would vote against the motion unless a 
member of the Government would rise in his place and state that it had 
the consent of the Administration, as otherwise it was a direct in- 
fringement of the Union Act.© 


MR. MOFFATT - was desirous of adhering strictly to the Union Act. 
The Government must be that Act, take the initiative in all money 
grants, but by this motion, the initiation was delegated to the hon. 
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member for Lotbiniere. He (Mr. Moffatt) enquired of the Speaker if 
it was proper to put this resolution without the consent of the Gov- 
ernment? 


MR. DRUMMOND - considered that this question was not a proper one 
to put to the Speaker; it was a question for the House to decide. He 
(Mr. D.) agreed with the hon. member for Montreal, that this resolution 
could not be put to the House without the consent of the Administration. 
He (Mr. D.) would state to the members from Upper Canada, that the of- 
fice of a Notary was the most important in the country. The Notaries 
execute all the conveyances of property and most of the Wills, and 
their documents have authenticity, and bear hypothec from the moment 
of their execution. It is a matter therefore, of the highest impor- 
tance, that the Notaries should be men of education and their duties 
strictly attended to 65 


MR. LAFONTAINE - enquired of the Speaker if the motion had not 
been modified with the consent of the Attorney General ?66 


MR. SPEAKER, MR. MORIN, - The motion was discussed between the 
Attorney General and the hon. member for Lotbiniere, but he did not 
know whether it was agreed to or not by the Attorney General . 6/7 


MR. LAFONTAINE — The object of the hon. member for Lotbiniere was 
to give effect to the existing law and not to change it. It was now 
the duty of the Attorney General to visit all the offices of the 
Notaries, but they had become so numerous that it was impossible for 
him to do so. The profession of the Notaries was the most important 
in the country, more so than even the legal profession. 68 


MR. LAURIN - considered himself to have been badly treated with 
respect to this matter; he (Mr. Laurin) had withdrawn his bill in order 
that this resolution might be proposed in Committee of the whole, and 
now he was told that he could not propose it at al1.69 ((He withdrew 
the motion.)) 


FOOTNOTES — 15 APRIL 1846, 
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The debate on this motion was reported by; CHATHAM GLEANER, 28 
April 1846, and COBOURG STAR, 22 April 1846, in identical accounts; 
and LA MINERVE, 16 April 1846, and LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 21 April 
1846, in identical accounts. 

CHATHAM GLEANER, 28 April 1846. 

LA MINERVE, 16 April 1846. 

IBID. There is no member for Peterborough, 

CHATHAM GLEANER, 28 April 1844, 

ICT TD) 

The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 18 April 1846, 
MIRROR, 15 April 1846, and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 23 April 1846, in 
identical accounts; COBOURG STAR, 22 April 1846; and LA MINERVE, 16 
April 1846, which noted the debate. There is a commentary in PILOT, 
16 April 1846. The PILOT, 16 April 1846, noted: ''The House was 
occupied the greater part of the evening with the Common School Bill 
of Upper Canada, which was materially amended." 

MIRROR, 15 April 1846. 

LBLDE 

IBID. 

IBID. 

LBD. 

JigaydtiD) 5 

LEDS 

ils) 1B) 

IBID. 

LBLDy. 

IS HIND) 

JEAN, 

COBOURG STAR, 22 April 1846. 

IBID. 

eB aEDie 

INS BODY 

MIRROR, 15 April 1846. 

SAD) 

IBID. 

Leip. 

LBL: 

LBD. 

Wy UB) 

IBID. 

IBID. 

INSHED)e 

The debate on this matter was reported bys EMIRRORG (LS April !1646, 
and PILOT, 18 April 1846) in identical accounts, 

MIRROR, 15 April 1846. 

The debate on this motion was reported By: MIRROR, 15 April 1846, 


and PILOT, 18 April 1846, in identical accounts. There is a commentary 


eT Ae 
38. 
aos 
40. 
4l. 


Lz, 
43. 
44, 
45. 
46. 
ai 


48. 
49. 
50. 
aes 
a2 
53. 
54. 
Spay 
5G. 
Dike 
58. 
59. 


60. 
oy Ee 
G25 
63. 
64. 
Gos 
66. 
67: 
68. 
Oo. 


603 


in LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 21 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 15 April 1846. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 15 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 18 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 15 April 1846. 

EBITD 

IBID. 

LBD 

LBID: 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 15 April 1846, 
PILOT, 18 April 1846, and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 23 April 1846, in iden- 
tical accounts; COBOURG STAR, 22 April 1846; and PILOT, 16 April 1846, 
whose account was copied by BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 23 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 15 April 1846. 

COBOURG STAR, 22 April 1846. 

PILOT, 16 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 15 April 1846. 
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COBOURG STAR, 22 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 15 April 1846. 

COBOURG STAR, 22 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 15 April 1846. 

IBID. 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: LA MINERVE, 20 April 1846, 
MIRROR, 15 April 1846, and PILOT, 18 April 1846, in identical accounts, 
except that in LA MINERVE some speeches have been omitted entirely. 
There is a commentary in LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 18 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 15 April 1846. 
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THURSDAY, 16 APRIL 1846. 


(99) 


Petittons lLatd THE following Petitttons were severally 
on the table. brought up and latd on the table:-- 

By Mr. Rtddell,--The Petitton of George Cham- 
bers and others, members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, 
in Ingersoll West, and North Oxford, tn the Diocese of Toronto. 

By the Honourable Mr. Baldwin,--The Petition of Thomas Moshter 
and others, of the Townshtp of Whitchurch, in the Home Distriet; the 
Petition of Samuel Harrold, Esquire, and others, of East Gwillimbury; 
the Petition of Luther H. Cronk and others, of the Townshtp of 
Whitby; the Petttton of Norman Jones and others, of the Townshtps 
of Whttehurch and Markham, in the Home District; the Petition of 
Christopher istopher Coulthard and others, of the Township of Brock, in the 
Home Distrtet; the Petttton of Irvine Johnston and others, of the 
Tounshtp of Brock, in the Home District; and the Petition of Archt- 
bald M'Millan and others, of Thorah, tn the Home District. 

By the Honourable Mr. Moffatt,--The Petition of J. J. Maitland 
and others, members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in 
the Dtocese of Quebec; and the Petition of James Ferrter, Esquire, 
Mayor, and others, members of the Munictpal Council of the City of 
Montreal.t 

By the Honourable Mr. Robinson,--The Petitton of the Reverend 
J. M'Grath, A.M. and others, members of the United Church of England 
and Ireland, in a part of the ela) of Toronto, in the Dtocese of 
Toronto; and the Petttion of W. umpson and BE members of the 
Untted | Ctieah of England and ae tn the Townshtps of Tay and 
Tiny. 

By Mr. Stewart of Bytown,--The Petition of Richard Griffith and 
others, of the County of Ottawa, in Lower Canada. 

By Mr. Lantter,--The Petitton of the Reverend James Pyke and 
others, members of the United Church of England and Ireland, in the 
Diocese of Quebec. 

By Mr. Bertrand,--The Petition of Louts Bertrand, Esquire, Mayor 
and others, the Munitctpal Council of the Partsh of St. Jean Bte. de 

L'Isle Verte; and the Petition of Philippe Renouf, Esquire, Mayor 
and others, Counetllors of the Munictpaltty of Notre Dame des 
Neiges des Trois Pistoles, in the County of Rtmouskt. J ai 

By Mr. Price, --The Petition of David Coutts and others, of the 
Townshtp of  Chinguacousy, in the Home District; and the Petttion of 
Andrew Buekham and others, of the Township of Chinguacousy , tn the 
Home District. 

By Mr. Hale,--The Petttton of M. Townsend and others, the Board 
of Directors of the Clarenceville Academy, in the County of Rouville. 

By the Honourable Mr. Aylwin,--The Petition of Adolphus Jacqutes, 
formerly Printer and Proprietor of the Paper called "Le Fantasque." 
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By Mr. Laurin,--The Petition of M. Noel Toustgnant, of the County 
of Lotbintére; the Petttion of Jean Villers, Esqutre, and others, of 
the Parish of St. Louis de Lotbintére, in the County of Lotbintére, 
in the District of Quebec; and the Petition of Captain J. Rival and 
others, of Ste. Crotx, Lotbintére, and other Parishes. 

By Mr. Macdonald of “Glengary, The Petition of George S. Tiffany, 
Esquire, and others. 

By Mr. Prinee,--The Petition of Robert Mercer and others, of the 
Town of Chatham and its vicinity, in the Western District. 





Pettttons read. Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the follow- 
ing Petitions were read:-- 

Of Willtam Leslte, Sentor, and others, members of the Untted Church 
of England and Ireland, of the Townshtps of Moore and Sombra; and of 
the Reverend Thomas Smtth Kennedy and others, members of of pies Untted 
Church of England an and Ireland, in the Townships of Darlington and 
Clarke, itn the Diocese of Toronto; praying that measures may be adopted 
for vesting tn the Church Soctety of the Dtocese of Toronto, for the 
benefit of the satd Church, such a portton of the Clergy Reserve Lands 
as shall correspond with thetr share of the income arising from the 
same. 

Of the Toronto Board of Trade; praying for the adoption of mea- 
sures to secure a reduction of the present rates of Postage tn the 
Provinee. 

Of Samuel Solmes, Esqutre, and others, of the District of Prince 
Edward; complatning of the removal of the semt-annual Asstze Court 
of Oyer and Terminer and General Gaol delivery, and praying reltef. 

Of John Tipping and others, tnhabttants of the District of Simcoe; 
praying for aid to complete a certain Road in the Township of Orillia. 

Of Chester Draper and others, of Cartwright, Martposa, and other 
Tounshtps; praytng for atd to tmprove a certatn Road leading to the 
Village of Prince Albert and Lake Seugog, tn the Townshtp of Reach. 

Of Peter Perry and others, inhabitants of Whitby and other Town- 
ships; praying for aid to open a Road from the 5th Conecesston of the 
Townshtp of Reach to the Narrows of Lake Simcoe. 

Of Joseph Gould and others, of the Townshtp of Uxbridge, in the 
Home Distrtet; praytng that no divitston be made of the Clergy Reserve 
Lands, but that the proceeds thereof may be appropriated to the pro- 
motton of general educatton. 

Of the Prestdent, Directors, and Company of the Gore Bank; pray- 
ing for a repeal or reduction of the tax imposed upon Bank Paper in 
etreulattion. 

Of George J. Grange and Thomas Hodgskin, on behalf of a Public 
Meeting held in the Town of Guelph, in the District of Wellington; 
praying for alterations tn the Charter of King's College, and that 
no divtston be made of the Clergy Reserve Lands. 

Of S. B. Caldwell and others, Leather Manufacturers and Leather 
Dealers; praying that no reduction may be made in the present rate of 
duty on Leather and Leather Manufactures. 
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Of William Gamble and others, of the Home District; praying for 
an Act to tneorporate the "Dundas Street and Sixth Line Road Company." 








Petitions Ordered, That the Petition of Willtam Steel and 
referred: others, tnhabitants of the Townshtps of Sear- 
ee borough and Pickering; the Petition of Newton 
—— Bosworth and gees members of the Baptist 
N. Bosworth, Chureh tn Parts, Upper Canada; the Petition 
et al. of Jd. M. Cramp, Cramp, tn behalf of Tar ee Canada Bap- 
Canada Baptist (100) 

Unton. tist Unton (relating to Clergy Reserves); the 
poe Petttton of Donald Mathtson and others, of the 
Selgis ame te Congregation of Richmond, belonging to the 
a Presbytertan Church of Canada, tn connectton 
Inhabitants of with the Chureh of Seotland; and the Petitton 
Guelph. of George J. Grange and Thomas Hodgskin, on 


behalf of a Publie Meeting held in the Town 
of Guelph, tn the District of Wellington; be referred to the Select 
Committee to which was referred the Petition of George Hoe and others, 
of the County of Russell. 


Reon At JH. Ordered, That the Petitton of the Reverend A. F. 
Atkinson, et al. Atkinson and others, members of the Untted 
Church of England and Ireland, in the Town- 
Rev. T. Ken- ship of Grantham, tn the District of Niagara, 
nedy, et al. tn the Diocese of Toronto; and the Petittton of 


the Reverend Thomas s Kennedy and others, mem- 
bers of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, tn the Townshtps of 
Darlington and Clarke, in the Diocese of Toronto; be referred to the 
Select Forbh Wee to whitch was referred the Petttion of the Church 
Soctety of the Dtocese of Toronto, and other references. 


Gore Bank. Ordered, That the Petitton of the Prestdent, 

Dtrectors, and Company of the Gore Bank, be 
referred to the Select Committee to which was referred the Petitton 
of the Bank of Upper Canada, and other references. 





John Dilton, Ordered, That the Petttton of John Dilton and 
amen bp others, of the Parish of Longue Pointe and 


tts vietnity, be referred to the Select Com- 
mittee to whteh was referred the Petitton of E. Guy, Esqutre, and 
others, restding on the Lower Lachine Road, and other references. 





TG. cdout, Resolved, That the Petition of Thomas Gibbs Ri- 
Esq. et al. dout, Esquire, and others, members of the 


Toronto Mechanics' Institute, be referred 
to a Select Commtttee, composed of the Honourable Mr. Solicitor Gen- 
eral Sherwood, Mr. Boulton, and Mr. Duggan, to examine the contents 
thereof, and to report thereon wtth all convenient speed; with power 
to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Chtefs and Mr. Macdonell of Dundas, from the Select 
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Warrtors. Comnittee to whtch was referred the Petitton of 

Wishe Tegarehontie and others, Chtefs and Warriors, 
Iroquots, Algonquins, and Neptssings, of St. Regis and other places, 
presented to the House the Report of the satd Committee, whtch was 
again read at the Clerk's table. 


(For the satd Report, see Appendix V.) 


Ordered, That the satd Report be committed to a Committee of the whole 
House on Monday next. 


Merchants of The Honourable Mr. Aylwin, from the Select 
Quebec. Committee to which was referred the Petttton of 


James Dean, Esqutre, and others, Merchants of 
Quebec, wtth power to report by Bill or otherwise, presented to the 
House the Report of the satd Committee, whitch was agatn read at the 
Clerk's table, and ts as followeth:-- 
Your Committee after having examined the contents of the Petition 
and of the evidence tn support of the same, are respectfully of optn- 
ton that the prayer therein contained should be granted. 





Quebec For- Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Aylwin have 
warding Com- leave to bring tn a Btll to tneorporate cer- 
pany Bill. tain persons under the name of "The Quebec 


Forwarding Company." 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Thursday next. 


Railroad Bills. The Honourable Mr. Robinson, from the Select 

Committee on Ratlroad Bills, presented to the 
House the Second Report of the satd Committee, which was again read 
at the Clerk's table. 


(For the said Report, see Appendix R.) 


Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Robinson have leave to bring ina 
Bill to consolidate in one Act certain provtstons usually inserted 
tn Acts authortztng the making of Ratlways. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 

was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 

second time on Monday next. 


Private Bills. Mr. Hale, from the Standing Committee on Prt- 

vate Bills, presented to the House the Seventh 
Report of the satd Committee, whtch was agatn read at the Clerk's 
table, and is as followeth:-- 


Montreal St. Your Committee have constdered the Petitton of 
Patrick's the Honourable Franeis Hineks and others, praying 
Soctety. that the St. Patrick Soetety of Montreal may be 


tneorporated, and they beg leave to recommend the 
prayer of the Petttton. 


Cobourg Paper They have also constdered the Petttion of Pat- 
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Manufacturt rick Wallace and others, of Cobourg, praying to 
Company . be tncorporated as a Company for the manufacture 


of Paper, and while they now recommend that the 
prayer of the Petition be granted, they beg, at the same time, to call 
the attention of the House, as was done by the Standing Committee on 
Private Bills during the last Sesston, to the provtston introduced 
into Btlls tneorporating private companies, limiting the liability of 
shareholders to the unpatd capital; and, in cases in whtch your Hon- 
ourable House may see fit to manttatn such provtston, they respect- 
fully recommend that the compantes incorporated be required to publish 
annually a statement of affairs, and a ltst tn full of thetr share- 
holders. 


Granby Har- They have also had under thetr constderation 
bour Company. the Petitton of William Rowe and others, praying 





for the passtng of an Act to tneorporate them as 
the "Granby Harbour Company," and have to Report thereon, that al- 
though notice of the tntentton of the Petitioners appears to have 
been publtshed in the Canada Gazette, for a pertod exceeding that pre- 
sertbed by the rules of the House, the same notice does not appear to 
have been tnserted tn any newspaper published in the District. 


Montreal Gas They have also examined the Petition of Thomas 
Company . Molson, Esqutre, and others, praying to be tncor- 


porated for the purpose of supplying the City of 
Montreal with Gas; and they have to report with reference thereto, that 
although notice of the intention of the Petitioners has been duly pub- 
Ltshed tn the Canada Gazette, published in the District of Montreal, tt 
does not appear that any such nottce has been affixed to the Church doors 
of the Parish; and should your Honourable House see fit to overlook the 
omtsstons adverted to tn the case of the present Petttion, and that of 
Willtam Rowe and others, above reported upon, they recommend that the 
prayers of the satd Pettttons be severally granted. 


Niagara Dis- Mr. Cummings, from the Select Committee, to 
trtet Town, which were referred, that part of the Entries in 
(stte of.) the Journals of the Sesston of 1843, containing 


the Petttton of the Muntetpal Counetl of the Dis- 
triet of Niagara, upon the selection of a stte for a new District 
Town; the Petitton of John Harris and others, tnhabttants of Grimsby 
and other Townships, tn the Niagara District; and the Reports of the 
Select Committee, to whieh the same were referred, and other references, 
with power to report from time to time; presented to the House the 
First Report of the satd Committee, whitch was again read at the Clerk's 


(101) 
table, and ts as followeth:-- 

Your Committee have taken tnto consideration the vartous refer- 
ences submitted to them, and after a careful investigatton and exam- 
tnatton of the subjeet, are of opinion, that the Muntetpal Council, 
respresenting, as they do, the whole body of the District of Niagara, 
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and having come to an almost unanimous concluston as to the absolute 
necessity of removing the present site of the District Town to a more 
central posttton, in order that the interests of the inhabitants may 
be placed upon a more equitable footing, not only as regards public 
convenience, but also the expenses necessarily attendant upon the 
admintstration of justtece, situated as the Town now is, at an extreme 
potnt of the District. 

Your Committee further beg to state, that Petitions from the 
several Townshtps tn the District, numerously signed, have been re- 
ferred to your Committee, respectfully and strongly praytng your 
Honourable House for the removal of the stte from its present post- 
tion. 

Your Committee also find, that a Report was made by a Select Com- 
mittee of your Honourable House at its last Session, recommending 
that the stte of the Distriet Town aforesaid might be removed to 
Port Robinson. 

From the expresston of the Muntctpal Counctl, emanating as it 
does from a body representing the interest, and the well understood 
wishes of the people, and now strengthened by Petitions from the 
several Townshtps to the same effect;--your Commtttee cannot do 
otherwise than strongly and respectfully recomnend the prayer of 

the Petittoners to the favourable consideration of your Honourable 
House, and that leave may be granted to introduce a Bill to remove 
the stte of the present District Town to Port Robinson, as a conven- 
tent place; and to provide for the erection of public buildings 
thereon. 





Bites Ordered, That Mr. Cummings have leave to bring 
in a Bill to remove the stte of the District 
Town of the District of Niagara to Port Robinson, in the Townshtp of 
Thorold. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the 
same was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be 
read a second time on Wednesday next. 


Bille a, Ee Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Moffatt have 
change Btil leave to bring tn a Btll to amend the Law 
(Inland. ) regulating Inland Bills of Exchange and Pro- 


mtssory Notes, and the protesting thereof. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, 


MR. MOFFATT.--The Hon. gentleman, Mr. Moffatt, stated that the 
object of these Bills was to assimilate the law affecting Notes and 
Bills of Exchange, in Upper and Lower Canada, and to do away with 
damages upon protest between the two sections. 2 


(Ody) 
and the same was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to 
be read a second time on Thursday next. 


Bills of Ex- Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Moffatt have 
change Brit leave to bring tn a Bill to amend the Law 
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(Foretgn. ) relative to Damages on Protested Foretgn Btlls 
of Exchange. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Thursday next. 


Returns_to The Honourable Mr. Daly, one of Her Majesty's 

Addresses. Executive Counctl, latd before the House, by com- 
mand of His Excelleney, the Administrator of the 

Government, 

Quebec Turn- Return to an Address of the Legislative Assem- 

pike Accounts, bly to His Excellency, the Admintstrator of the 

&2. Government, dated the 24th ultimo, praying that 


His Excellency will be pleased to cause to be 
latd before the House, "Coptes of all Accounts, Reports, Statements, 
and Documents, thereto relating, whtch may have been transmitted to 
the Head of the Government, from and since the month of November, 1844, 
to the present day, by the Trustees of the Quebec Turnpike Trust, pur- 
suant to the Ordinance and Statutes relating thereto." 


Also, 
Rebellton Return to an Address of the Legislative Assem- 
Losses, (L.C.) bly to Hts Excellency, the Admintstrator of the 


Government, dated 8th instant, praying that Hts 
Excellency will be pleased to cause to be laid before the House "a 
copy of all correspondence whieh may have taken place between the 
Government and the Commtsston now appotnted to tnqutre tnto the 
losses sustatned by the tnhabttants of Lower Canada during the late 
Rebellton, wtth the tnstructtons given to the satd Commtsstoners." 


SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 
Montreal, 12th December, 1845. 





olk, 

Correspon- I have the honour, by command of the Admtnis- 
dence relative trator of the Government, to transmit to you, 

to Conmisston the aecompanytng Comnisston, appotnting your- 

of Enqutry tnto self, the Honourable P. H. Moore, and Jacques 
Rebellion Viger, John Stmpson, and Joseph U. Beaudry, Es- 
hoseea’) (Las. |) qutres, to be Commisstoners for Enqutry tnto the 


Losses sustained by Her Majesty's subjects during 
the unhappy troubles tn Lower Canada of the years 1837-8; and also 
artsing from and growing out of the same. And I am to inform you, 
that His Excellency has been pleased to appoint Mr. J. G. Barthe to 
be Secretary to the Commission. The necessary instructions for the 
gutdanece of the Commtsstoners are transmitted to you herewtth. 

I an accordingly to express to you His Excellency's wish, that 
you should lose no time tn communtcating on the subject with your 
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fellow Comnisstoners, and making the necessary arrangements for en- 
tering with them on the active prosecution of the labours of the 
Board. The remuneratton of each Commisstoner will be at the rate of 
one pound per diem whtle actually engaged tn the Enqutry, or in tra- 
velling in pursuance of tt. 
I have, &e. 
(Stgned) OEM ENE. 


Secretary. 
Honourable JOSEPH DIONNE, 


OC Cee GC 
St. Pterre les Becquets, 
District of Three Rivers. 


Montreal, 12th December, 18485. 


GENTLEMEN, 

Hts Excellency, the Administrator of the Government, having been 
pleased to appotnt you to be Commisstoners for tnquitring into the 
Losses sustatned by the inhabitants of that portton of this Province 
formerly Lower Canada during the late unhappy Rebellion therein, as 
also tnto the Losses sustatned by those tnhabttants artstng out of 
that Rebellion, I have the honour, by command of His Excellency, to 
transmit the followtng Instructions for your guidance tn conducting 
your tnqutry. 

Ist. You wtll, tn the performance of the duties devolving upon 
you, under the present Commtsston, carefully classtfy the cases of 
those who may have jotned in the satd Rebellton, or may have been 
atding and abetting theretn, from the cases of those who dtd not; 
stating particularly, but succtnetly, the nature of the loss sus- 
tatned tn each case, tts amount and character, and as far as posstble 
Lbs) cause. 

2d. You wtll abstain from entering tnto the consideration of any 
cases whitch may have been reported upon by the Commisstoners formerly 
appotnted to examine into the Rebellton Lossess. To enable you to 


(102) 
do this, the Reports made by them will be furntshed to your Secretary, 
on hts making appltcation tn your behalf for the same. 

3d. You will accompany your Report on the clatms tnvestigated 

by you wtth such remarks as may be necessary to a perfect understand- 
tng of the matters entrusted to your tnvesttgatton, tn order that 
the same may be submitted to the Provinetal Legislature at tts ap- 
proachtng Sesston. 

I have, &c. 

(Stgned) Da DAYS 


Secretary. 


The Commtsstoners of Enqutry. 


PROVINCE OF " 
aie } [ Z. s.] METCALFE. 
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His Excellency, the Right Honourable Charles Theophtlus Baron Metcalfe, 
of Fernhill, tn the County of Berks, G.C.B., one of Her Majesty's 
most Honourable Privy Council, Governor-General of Brtttsh North 
Amertca, and Captatn-General and Governor-tn-Chief in and over the 
Provinees of Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswtek, and the Island 
of Prince Edward, ai and Vice-Admiral of the same, &c. &c. &e. 


To all whom these presents shall come, or whom the same may con- 
cern. 





GREETING: -- 


Know Ye, that repostng trust and confidence in the loyalty, tn- 
tegrity, prudence, and ability of the Honourable Joseph Dionne, and 
the Honourable ee H. Moore, Esquires; and Jacques Viger, John 
Simpson, and Joseph U. “Beaudry, Esquires, I have nominated, constti- 
tuted, and appointed, and by this Instrument, under my hand and seal, 
do nominate, constitute, and appotnt the satd Joseph Dionne, Philip 
H. Moore, Jacques Viger, John Stimpson, and Joseph U. Beaudry, to to be 
Commisstoners for Inquiry into the Losses sustained by Her Majesty's 
loyal subjects tn that part of the Province of Canada whitch formerly 
constituted the late Province of Lower Canada during the late unnatu- 
ral Rebellion which unhapptly extsted in that part of the satd Pro- 
vinee, and artstng from and growing out of the satd Rebellton: ' To 
have and to hold the satd office of Commtsstoners as aforesatd, unto 
them, the satd Joseph Dionne, Philip H. Moore, Jacques Viger, John 
Simpson, and Joseph U. Beaudry, for and during pleasure; together 
with all, and every the rtghts, authroittes, and emoluments there- 
unto belonging or appertaining. 

Given under my Hand and Seal at-Arms, at Montreal, in the satd 
Province of Canada, thts twenty-fourth day of November, tn the year 
of our Lord one thousand etght hundred and forty-five, and tn the 
ninth year of Her Majesty's Retgn. 


By Hts Excellency's Command, 
(Stgned) D, DALY, 


Secretary. 


The following letter was addressed respectively to the Honourable 
P. H. Moore, St. Armand West, District of Montreal; Jacques Viger, 
Esquire, e, Montreal; John Simpson, Esqutre, Coteau-du-Lae; and Joseph 
U. Beaudry, Esqutre, Montreal. 





SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 
Montreal, 12th December, 1845. 


SIR, 

I have the honour, by command of the Administrator of the Govern- 
ment, to inform you that a Commission has been, by thts day's post, 
transmitted to the Honourable Joseph Dionne, appotnting that gentle- 
man (yourself, and Messrs. Jacques Viger, John Stimpson, and Joseph U. 
Beaudry) to be Commissioners for Inquiry tnto the Losses sustained by 
Her Majesty's subjects during the unhappy troubles of Lower Canada 
of the years 1837-8; and also arising from and growing out of the 
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same. And I am to inform you, that His Excellency has been pleased 
to appoint Mr. J. G. Barthe to be Secretary to the Commission. ‘The 
necessary tnstructtons for the gutdance of the Commtsstoners are this 
day sent to the Honourable Mr. Dionne, and a copy of them is enclosed 
herewtth for your tnformation.* I am accordingly to express to you 
Hts Excellency's wish, that you should lose no time in communicating 
on the subject wtth your fellow Commisstoners, and making the neces- 
sary arrangements for entering wtth them on the active prosecution 
of the labours of the Board. 
The remuneratton of each Comntsstoner wtll be at the rate of 
one pound per diem whtle actually engaged tn the enqutry, or tn tra- 
velling tn pursuance of tt. 
I have, &c. 
(Stgned) Dy DALY, 


Secretary. 


OFFICE OF LOSSES, 1887-8, 


Wardrobe of the Legislative Assembly, 
Montreal, 11th February, 1846. 





SIR, 

I have the honour to transmit to you, by order of the Commtsstoners 
to enquire tnto the Losses sustained by Her Majesty's subjects during 
the troubles of 1837-8, to be submitted to His Excelleney, the Admin- 
tstrator of the Provitnee, the following questtons, the answer to 
whitch will serve as thetr gutdance tn the execution of the duties 
imposed upon them. 

The Instructions of the 12th December last, transmitted to the 
Commtsstoners, differing essentially from the tenor of the Commission 
by whtch they have been appointed, as to the persons who have a rtght 
to tndemntftcatton. 

What are the powers conferred on the Commisston to establtsh the 
Classtficattons requtred by the Instructtons? 

What are the powers conferred on the Commtsstoners to call before 
them the necessary witnesses, and to procure the necessary evidence, 
tn order to obtatn an exact valuation of the Losses? 

Are the Commtsstoners to travel to the different parts of the 
District, tn order to accomplish the object of the Commtsston? 

Is the remuneratton of the Secretary left to the discretion of 
the Commisstoners, or reserved for the deciston of His Excellency? 


I have, &., 
(Signed) J. G. BARTHE, 
Secretary Comnisston of Enquiry, &c. 


To the Honourable D. DALY, 
UC ce OC wn tC 


* See Instructtons to the Commisstoners of Inqutry. 
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SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 
Montreal, 27th February, 1846. 


GENTLEMEN , 

The Admintstrator of the Government having had under constderation 
in Counetl the Quertes addressed tn your behalf by your Secretary, tin 
his letter of the 11th tnstant, I have recetved His Excellency's com- 
mands to communtecate to you the following Repltes for your tnstructtion 
and gutdance:-- 

Ist. In maktng out the Classtftcatton called for by your Instruc- 
tions of the 12th December last, tt ts not Hts Excellency's intention 
that you should be guided by any other descrtption of evidence than 
that furntshed by the sentences of the Courts of Law. 

2d. His Excellency constders that you have no power as Commisston- 
ers to call etther for persons or papers; and that you must, therefore, 


(103) 

be satisfied with such general evidence as the Clatmants may produce, 
or as may enable you to form a general estimate of the Losses they 
have suffered. 

rd. The object of the Executive Government tn appotnting your 
Commtsston, betng merely to obtain a general estimate of the Rebellion 
Lossess, the particulars of whtch must form the subject of more minute 
inquiry hereafter, under Legislative authority, His Excellency cannot 
regard tt as necessary that you should travel to the country parts of 
the District to obtain such particulars. 

4th. Hts Excellency has been pleased to fix the rate of your 
Secretary's remuneration at one pound currency per dtem. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed, ) D. DALY. 
Secretary. 
Commtsstoners of Enqutry 
relative to Losses, 


tn 1837-8. 
(Immedtate.) 
SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 
Montreal, 2nd April, 1846. 
GENTLEMEN, 


I have the honour, by command of the Admtnistrator of the Govern- 
ment, to request from you, with the least posstble delay, your Report 
upon the subject of your Inquiry; Hts Excelleney betng desirous to be 
enabled, by its recetpt, to come to an early decision as to the 
course to be taken by the Executive during the present Sesston of 
Parltament, tn regard to the same. 


IT have, &e. 
(Signed, ) De SDALT 


Secretary. 
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Commissioners of Indemnity 


Inquiry. 
And also, 
Regtstry Reports of the Inspectors of the Registry Of- 
Offices. fices for the Districts of Quebec and Gaspé, and 
for the Districts of Montreal, Three Rivers and St. 
Francts. 
' (For the said Reports, see Appendix B.) 

Rebellton Ordered, That the Return relating to the corres- 
Losses. pondence on the subject of the late Rebellton 


Losses, be printed for the use of the members 
of this House. 


On motion of Mr. Stewart of Bytown, seconded by Mr. Monro, 


Gloucester Ordered, That the Engrossed Bill from the Legts- 
Gore Bill. lative Counctl, intttuled, "An Act for defining 
and establtshing the course of the side lines 
of lots in the Gore of the Townshtp of Gloucester, in the District of 
Dalhouste" be now read a second time. 
The satd Bill was read accordingly. 


Ordered, That the said Btll be read a third time on Monday next. 


Montreal Ordered, That Mr. Gowan be added to the Select Com- 
Turnptkes. mittee to whitch was referred the Petttion of 


E. Guy and others, restding on the Lower La- 
chine Road, and other references. 


MR. DUGGAN3 moved that the Bill for the relief of Juliet Vanzandt, 
wife of Jacob S. Vanzandt, who claims as sister of the half blood of 
Richard Duncan, late of Williamsburgh, in the Eastern District of 
this Province, be read a second Shee 


MR. G. MACDONELL of Dundas - He objected to the motion, as this 
bill would go to subvert the titles of a great number of persons in 
the County of Dundas; there was more in the bill than meets the eye 
at first sight, it was for the purpose of vesting this person as next 
heir, in the rights of a person who had died intestate and whose pro- 
perty had been escheated to the Crown in the absence of legal heirs. 
The measure was fraught with injustice, and he felt himself bound to 
apprise the house of its injustice and to ask it to interpose, to pre- 
vent the people from being deprived of possession of lands in favour 
of a person who had never proved herself to be the next heir, and who 
might have recourse to a Court of Justice and bring action of eject- 
ment to obtain the lands if she thought she was entitled to them. He 
was not aware that the man's estate was ever forfeited to the Crown; 
the late Captain Duncan left the country and died in the United 
States, having previously sold some of his land, other parts of his 
property not claimed after his death, and which had been taken pos- 
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session of by a number of parties who held possession for a long time, 

but after a long lapse of time two heiresses representing themselves 

to be the next heirs of this old revolutionary officer appeared, and 

they brought actions of ejectment to recover these lands, and they had 

successfully prosecuted their claim and turned parties out of the land, 

although the people opposed their claims upon every ground, alleging 

them not to be the true heirs of the late Captain Duncan; and these 

parties then endeavoured to establish that the title was in the per- 

son now petitioning for this act and they failed, for the Courts de- 

cided that these two persons were the true heirs of Captain Duncan. 

The hon. member then referred to some of these cases, and concluded 

by stating that the present act would tend to overturn the decisions 

of the Court; and as he did not think they should grant a bill he would 

move an amendment that it be read this day 6 months instead of to-day. 
Mr. McDonald of Dundas, then moved in amendment, seconded by MR. 

R. MACDONALD of Cornwall, that the bill be not now read, but that it 

be read this day six months. 2 


MR. R. MACDONALD of Cornwall - said that he was acquainted with 
the facts that the member for Dundas had stated, that they were cor- 
rect; and that it would be productive of bad consequences to allow 
the bill to pass, that the whole county of Dundas would petition 
against the measure if they knew it was before the House, and he en- 
quired whether any notice had been given of this bill which was a 
private one? 


MR. DUGGAN - said he did not know whether any notice had been 
given or not, but that it was his intention after the bill had been 
read, to refer it to Committee on private bills who would see that 
the rules of the House had been complied with. 


((Some other members made)) a few remarks.8 


MR. DUGGAN said that he was not acquainted with the circumstances 
on which the bill was founded and that he would move that the bill 
be read a second time on Wednesday next, by which time he would be 
prepared to answer objections to the bill.? 


MR. G. MACDONELL of Dundas then withdrew his motion in amendment, 
and gave notice that he would move that the said bill be thrown out 
next Wednesdayl0, 


(103) 
On motion of Mr. Duggan, seconded by Mr. Webster, 
Vanzandt's Ordered, That the Engrossed Bill from the Legtsla- 
Relief Bilt. tive Counetl, intituled, "An Act for the re- 


Lief of Juliet Vanzandt, wife of Jacob L. 
Vanzandt, who claims as sister of the half-blood of Richard Duncan, 
Late of Willtamsburgh, in the Eastern District of this Province," be 
read a second ttme on Wednesday next. 


On motton of Mr. Sherwood of Brockville, seconded by Mr. Stewart 
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of Bytown, 

Brockville Ordered, That the Engrossed Bill from the Legts- 
Town Lot lative Council, intituled, "An Act to authorize 
BLED. the Devisees and Trustees of the wtll of the 


late Honourable Charles Jones, to convey a 
town Lot therein mentioned, to the President and Board of Police of 
Brockville, for the uses and purposes therein menttoned;" be read a 
second time on Monday next. 


On motton of Mr. Sherwood of Brockville, seconded by Mr. Stewart 


a an ae ) 
of Bytown, 
Sehool Sites Ordered, That the Engrossed Bill from the Legis- 
Bill, (U.G.) lative Counetl, intttuled, "An Act to provide 


for vesting in the Trustees, the sites of 
Schools, in that part of thts Province called Upper Canada," be read 
a second time on Monday next. 


Standing Rule Mr. Williams moved, seconded by Mr. Petrie, 
dispensed with. that the Rule of thts House, which requires a 


notice to be published tn a newspaper of the 

District tn whtch any appltcatton be made for a private Bill, be 
dtspensed wtth, as far as relates to the Petition of William Rowe 
and others, of the Townshtps of Clarke and Hope, tn the District of 
Newcastle, praying for the passing of an Act to tncorporate "The 
Granby Harbour Company." 

The Questton having been put on the said motton, a divtston en- 
sued, and tt was carrted tn the affirmative, and 


Ordered, Accordingly. 


Member Ex- Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Cayley be ex- 
cused from cused from sitting on the Select Committee to 
serving on a whteh was referred the Petition of William 
Committee. Wickes, A.M., and Edward Chapman, B.A., of 
the City of Montreal; and another reference. 
Member added Ordered, That Mr. Lantter be added to the Stand- 
to Committee. tng Commtttee on Private Bills. 
Brockville Mr. Foster, from the Committee of the whole 
Police. House, to take into constderatton the proprtety 


of amending an Act passed tn the second year of 
the Retgn of Hts late Majesty, Willtam the Fourth, establtshtng a 
Board of Poltece tn the Town of Brockville; and also the Laws relat- 
ing to Assessments and Statute Labour of that part of thts Province 
called Upper Canada, so far as they relate to the said Town; reported, 
according to Order, the Resolution of the satd Committee, whitch Reso- 
Lutton was again read at the Clerk's table, and agreed to by the 
House, and ts as followeth:-- 


Resolved, That tt its expedient to amend an Act passed in the second 
year of the Reign of Hts late Majesty, King Willtam the Fourth, 
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establtshing a Board of Police in the Town of Brockville; and also 
the Law relating to Assessments and Statute Labour of that part 
of the Province called Upper Canada, so far as they relate to the 


said Town. 


Bite Ordered, That Mr. Sherwood of Brockville, have 
leave to bring in a Bill to provtde for an 

Assessment of real and personal Property tn the Town of Brockville, 

according to the annual value or rental thereof, and for other pur- 

oses. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 

was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 

second time on Wednesday next. 


Lumber Mr. Petrie, from the Commtttee of the whole 

Manufacturers House, on the Report of the Select Committee to 

and Supervisor whteh was referred the Petttton of Willtam Roger- 

of Cullers. son and others, Manufacturers of Lumber of the Pro- 
(104) 


vinee of Canada, and other references, reported, according to Order, 
the Resolutions of the satd Committee, whtch Resoluttons were again 
read at the Clerk's table, and are as followeth:-- 


Resoluttons. 1. Resolved, As the optnton of thts Committee, 
that tt ts expedtent to amend the Act of the 

8th Victorta, ch. 49, tntituled, "An Act to regulate the Culling and 
Measurement of Timber, masts, spars, deals, staves, and other artt- 
eles of a ltke nature, and to repeal a certain Act theretn menttoned;" 
in so far as the satd Act relates to the Salary of the Supervisor of 
Cullers appotnted under the authority of the satd Act. 

2. Resolved, As the optnton of thts Committee, that tt ts exped- 
tent to amend the 21st Sectton of the satd Act, by providing that 
the Supervisor of Cullers shall hereafter be entitled to recetve a 
sun of five hundred pounds currency, as an annual Salary for his 
services, exclustve of all hts expenses, and in lieu of the Salary 
heretofore allowed by the satd 21st section. 


On motton of Mr. Stewart of Bytown, seconded by Mr. Meyers, 


Ordered, That the Question of Concurrence be now separately put upon 
each of the said Resoluttons. 


And the First of the satd Resolutions betng again read, and the 
Question of Coneurrence betng put thereon, a dtviston ensued, and the 
names betng called for, they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YEAS. 
Berthelot, Bertrand, Brooks, Cameron, Cauchon, Cayley, Christte, 


Neen eee c ee 


Colville, Cumnings, Daly, Dickson, Attorney General Draper, Drummond, 
Ermatinger, Foster, Gowan, Hale, Lacoste, LeBoutillter, Leslte, Mac- 


ee 


donald of CORNWALL, Macdonald of GLENGARY, Macdonell of DUNDAS, Papt- 


EEO EEE Eo 
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neau, Petrie, Price, Prinee, Robinson, Roblin, Scott, Seymour, Sher- 
wood of BROCKVILLE, Attorney General Smith, Stewart of BYTOWN, Stewart 


of PRESCOTT, Taeché, Viger, Webster, and Woods.--(39.) 





NAYS. 


Baldwin, Chabot, DeWitt, Franchére, Johnston, LaFontaine, Lantter, 
Laterriére, LeMotne, Macdonell of STORMONT, Merritt, Méthot, Soltcttor 
General Taschereau, and Thompson. --(14.) 


So tt was carrted in the afftrmative. 

The Second of the said Resoluttons being agatn read, and the 
Question of Coneurrence being put thereon, the House again divided, 
and the names betng called for, they were taken down as in the last 
preceding dtviston. 

So tt was carrted in the affirmative, and 


Resolved, That this House doth coneur with the Committee in the 
satd Resolutions. 


Ordered, That Mr. Stewart of Bytown have leave to bring in a Btll to 
tnerease the Salary of the Supervisor of Cullers. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Monday next. 


Contingencies. Mr. Macdonell of Stormont, from the Committee 
of the whole House, on the First Report of the 

Standing Comntttee on Contingenctes, reported, according to Order, 

the Resolutton of the satd Committee, whitch Resolutton was again read 

at the Clerk's table, and agreed to by the House, and ts as followeth: 


Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to Hts Excellency, the 
Administrator of the Government, praytng that His Excellency 
will be pleased to tssue his Warrant in favour of Willtam Burns 
Lindsay, Esquire, the Clerk of this House, for the sum of Five 
Thousand Pounds, Currency, towards defraytng the Contingencies 
of this House, and assuring His Excellency that this House wtll 
make good the same. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency, the 
Admintstrator of the Government, by such Members of thts House 
as are of the Honourable the Executive Counetl of thts Provtnee. 


Gaspé Admin- The Order of the Day for the House in Commtttee 
tstration of on the Bill for the better admtntstratton of Jus- 
Justice Bill. tice in the General Sesstons of the Peace for 


Gaspé, and to prevent charges upon the Treasury of 
the Provinee for unnecessartly summoning Jurors thereto, betng read; 
The House accordingly resolved ttself into the satd Committee. 
Mr. Macdonell of Dundas took the chatr of the Committee ,14 


MR. CHRISTIE. - This bill is introduced for the purpose of re- 
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ducing the expense of the administration of justice in Gaspé. On two 
occasions a grand jury was summoned to attend the Court of Quarter 
Sessions at an expense to the province of £34, when there was no busi- 
ness to come before them. This had put the people to great trouble 
and inconvenience, and no good results from it. He proposed, that 
before a precept of summoning a grand jury, is issued, it must be 
signed by a District Judge, along with three magistrates, and they 
are not to sign the precept, unless there is some business to 

come before the Court. This bill throws the onus of issuing the pre- 
script, upon the District Judge. If the system already in operation 
was continued it would cost the province £150 or £200 per annum, an 
be of no benefit to the people of Gaspé .12 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER. - Objected to giving so much power to 
the District Judge; it was placing the right and liberties of British 
subjects in the hands of one man, and he did not think that such a 
power was given to any Judge in any part of the British dominions.13 


MR. CHRISTIE. - Being acquainted with the circumstances of Gaspé 
better than any other individual in this House, except his friend the 
member for Bonaventure, he (Mr. C.) knew that such a power was re- 
quired to be exercised by some one, for he wished to stop the jobbing 
that was going on; but if his venerable friend the President of the 
council would bring the whole authority of the Ministry against hin, 
he must, he supposed, withdraw his bill. Mr. Christie read the 18th 
section of 7 Victoria Chapter 17, which enacts that Grand and Petty 
jurors should not be summoned to attend the Court of Queen's Bench un- 
less by special order of the Court. The principle has been thus ad- 
mited (sic) by the Legislative and he (Mr. C.) only wished to apply 
it to the Quarter Sessions, as well as the Queens (sic) Bench. He 
(Mr. C.) would ask where is the judge who would dare to refuse to 
sign a prescript, when there was business to come before the Court? 
If there should be such a one this House would soon cause him to be 
impeached .14 


MR. SOL. GEN. TASCHEREAU. - Approved of the Bill on account of the 
peculiar situation of Gaspé. 


The different clauses were put and carried ... without amendment .16 


(104) 
and after some time spent theretn, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 
And Mr. Macdonell of Dundas reported that the Committee had gone 
through the Bill wtthout making any amendment thereto, and the Report 
was again read at the Clerk's table. 


Ordered, That the said Bill be engrossed. 


Rattroads. The Order of the Day for the House in Committee 
on the First Report of the Select Committee on 

Ratlroad Bills, on the Bill to extend the provtstons of the Act of 

Upper Canada tneorporating the "Niagara and Detrott Rivers Railroad 
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Company," being read; 
The House accordingly resolved itself into the satd Committee. 
The Honourable Mr. Laterriére took the chair of the Committee,+ 


COL. PRINCE!8 said it had now fallen upon him to enter into the 
discussion of the bill, which was a very important one to the country, 
and to the private interests of his constituents. He came before the 
committee! to advocate the claims of the Niagara and Detroit Railroad 
Company29, upon the recommendation of the special committee of rail- 
roads, who have investigated into, and approved of the bill; he came 
also upon the strength of the petitions of thousands of substantial 
landholders in his part of the country2l, who had given up their lands 
for the purpose of allowing the line to run over them. This bill he 
said, was supported by thousands of petitioners, and though the in- 
tended applications had been advertised for a very long time, yet there 
was no opposition from any of the people who resided in the neighbour- 
hood.22 Not one single petition was to be found on the table of the 
House against it23. That fact was of itself sufficient to induce the 
Committee to grant the boon which he demanded24 , a renewal of the 
charter.2> He would now lay before the House a few important facts, 
as they Piece stood, without passion or prejudice, in order to in- 
duce members2 » on both sides of the House2/, unacquainted with the 
localities and the nature of the country to consider, before they gave 
credit to reports which they had probably heard, that this line would 
militate against the interests of the Great Western Company28, to 
give the measure their support. 29 He was free to confess that he had 
heard statements that if this road were built, it would injure the 
Great Western, and, by consequence, one link in the chain of that 
great line which was expected to run from Quebec to Hamilton. He 
denied that it would injure that line, but if it did, he was still 
prepared to show that the demand made by the Company he represented, 
for a renewal of their Charter, was based in justice and equity. He 
was prepared to rest his case upon that ground, for he had yet to 
learn that the House would reject a rightful claim merely because of 
the disadvantage which might thereby accrue to opposite and private 
interests.39 In 1834 the Great Western railraod was established, and 
vested with numerous privileges, among which was the right to examine 
the country from London to Gore, but they were not permitted by that 
charter to go either to the Nigara or Detroit Rivers; but after the 
charter was granted nothing was done; the road slept until 1836. In 
1836 an act passed incorporating the Niagara and Detroit Railroad, 
of which he had the honor, as President, to represent. By this char- 
ter, power was given to the Great Western Railroad Company to join with 
the Niagara and Detroit Railroad Company, or rather he should say to 
run lateral roads along this line if they thought fit. Nothing was 
done by the Great Western Railroad Company, as he had already stated, 
until the disturbances which took place in Upper Canada, although an- 
other act was passed by which the Parliament pledged itself to lend 
them a sum of money, and yet they had not done anything to carry out 
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the road. In 1837 the Niagara and Detroit Railroad Company was or- 
ganized; subscriptions were opened, the amount of capital subscribed, 
and Directors and President elected, and some money was subscribed by 
shareholders to survey the proposed route; indeed every measure was 
taken to carry out the road, when difficulties arose in the country 
which paralyzed all their efforts. They had done all they could, and 
they had done more to carry out their plans than the Great Western 
Railroad Company. In last session, the Great Western Rail Road Com- 
pany obtained an extension of their charter, by which they were allowed 
a number of years more to carry out their charter, or that Company 
would be now in the same predicament as they were then in. By that 
extension of charter, the Great Western Company were granted five years 
to commence their road and twenty to finish it in, and if it had not 
been for that extension of their charter that Company would have be- 
come extinct; we would now come to this Committee to ask for the same 
privilege as the Great Western Railroad Company got last session, and 
he would like to hear3l upon what the great opposition, with which 

the measure was threatened, was to be founded? Perhaps it would be 
said that, the Great Western Company was supported by all the wealth 
and commercial enterprise of England - by the railway kings of whom 
there was so much talk. For his own part, he supposed that the pro- 
moters of this undertaking wished to become kings also, for he could 
not imagine any thing but ambition, which could make them desire to 
keep the country all to themselves.32 The arguments will ((also)) 
probably be ... that it will be a great hardship to allow another road 
to be made near ((the Great Western Railroad.)) He would ask was pri- 
vate enterprise in this country to be swamped because a more powerful 
Company were against it. Is this the way to advance the prosperity 

of the country 33? He thought not. He thought moreover, that no op- 
position even should be offered to this line, especially, since it 

had already received the sanction of the Legislature. He did not 

come before the House to say that he thought a railway from Barrie 

to Sandwich would answer very well for the proprietors. - He came to 
ask no protection for an incipient measure. If he did, there might 

be some reason in his opponents replying, that they had been induced 
to take large amounts of stock, and that it would be unjust to allow 
another line to come into competition with theirs. That, however, 

was not the case. A Charter had been already obtained, and was in- 
scribed in the statute book: -;litera scripta minet - and, now nothing 
was asked but a Brae of its provisions, to which the shareholders 
were justly entitled~*, the same as you already granted the Great 
Western Railroad Company.3>2 He believed it would be said that the 
great English Papeete of whom he had heard so much, and believed36 
about one-fourth cae would recoil from the undertaking and refuse to 
pay up the subscriptions for their shares, but if what he had heard 
was true, he said, that Masterman, Hudson, and the other great Capi- 
talists had taken up stock, and only waited for the passing of the 
Bill to commence operations, then they would be obliged to fulfil 
their engagements, because those engagements were made without any 
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reference to the existence of any other Company .38 The statute book 
shows that there was another Railroad Company in existence, and they 
were bound to know the law.39 If they could be released from their 
obligations, however, it would still remain a question whether two 
private Companies could be fairly and reasonably objected to in so 
extensive a country. For his own part, he thought that competition 
should be encouraged - that every facility should be given to 0 pai 
vate enterprise4l, ((and to)) induce men to travel through Canada in 
all possible directions. He thought it was not the policy which bene- 
fitted a new country, to allow any persons to monopolize anything, - 
certainly not the means to free communication.42 But he would put 

the question upon higher grounds, and he would ask the committee how 
it could in justice refuse the extension of their charter when they 
had already granted43, only last year the renewal of their Charter, 

to another, and a rival Company““ , the Great Western Railroad Com- 
pany.45 He should like to know if there were anything to entitle that 
Company to this preference. He would like to know who took up stock 
in that Company, equal in proportion to that taken up in the Niagara 
and Detroit Company. - The farmers along the line of the latter road 
had come forward almost to a man to take up the stock, and unless the 
House passed the present Bill those people would be - so far at least 
as this speculation was concerned - rendered penniless. There was 
another reason, he thought, why the Committee would say that the Com- 
pany he represented was in common fairness entitled to their Act. 

This was the conduct which had been pursued by the promoters of the 
Great Western Bill at the last session.46 He was not here when the 
renewal of the charter of the Great Western Railroad had been granted, 
but4’ there was an hon. friend of his in the House who had got up 

in his place ... and had asked the promoters of the Great Western Bill, 
whether that measure was to interfere with the Niagara and Detroit 
Company, and his honble. friend was told distinctly, no!48 and in- 
stead of that extension of their charter not militating against the 
Niagara and Detroit Railroad, it has destroyed all its privileges.49 
His hon. friend knew that the hon. gentleman who had charge of that 
Bill had had it in his pocket for several weeks, and that he took the 
opportunity of bringing it forward after he (Col. Prince) had obtained 
leave of absence from the House. He said that that Bill had been ob- 
tained by fraud20, and that they had never dared to introduce their 
measure when he was here?1, for, so far from interfering with the 
Niagara and Detroit line, it had received powers to extend its road 
beyond the original limits indicated by the Act of 1837, as far as 
Detroit River, the terminus of his (Col. Prince's) line, and the only 
place whose traffic could enable the Great Western to pay its expenses. 
He would ask them in conclusion if the committee could refuse the re- 
newal of their charter? No; - gross injustice would be done if they 
did.23 He now called upon the Committee to prevent the Company to 
which he belonged from being deprived of their rights. 
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MR. R. MACDONALD, of Cornwall, was not interested in this Railroad 
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more than in the Great Western Railway, as he (Mr. M'D.) possessed 
property which would be improved in value by both. He (Mr. M'D.) 

was of opinion that Railroads do not interfere with one another, but 
that they mutually assist and benefit each other. The Detroit and 
Buffalo Railroad will command the great American traffic and travel, 
and will successfully compete with the North Shore of Lake Erie. The 
Great Western Railroad has sought to obtain the ... American travel, 

by making its terminus at Queenston, and is therefore just as much an 
American railroad as the other. It is, however, too far in the country 
to successfully compete with American lines. It is said that the whole 
of the stock of the Great Western Company has been taken up by English 
capitalists, and that we must not deter them by granting a charter to 

a parallel line, but he (Mr. M'D.) considered it to be one of those 
speculations that people enter into with their eyes open, and they 

have no right to claim any peculiar privileges at our hands. It was 
also said that this line would be more liable to attack from the Ameri- 
cans in case of war than the other, but he (Mr. M'D.) did not think so; 
and he was in hopes that we will be able to protect all our territory, 
and never allow the enemy to have a foothold in the country. Besides 
we build railroads for times of peace not for war. A great deal is 

due to that section of the country immediately to the North of Lake 
Erie, for it has a fine soil, and it is inhabited by a, noble set of 
people, and he considered that if this boon was denied to them, it 
would be a sort of breach of faith; this Company having been chartered 
ten years ago; and a good deal of expense having been incurred for sur- 
veys, &c. If it was right to grant a charter to them ten years ago, 
surely it is right to do so now. We are all for free trade now. Sir 
Robert Peel having declared against protection, ahd (sic) in favour of 
the freedom of commerce; let us then have free trade in railroads. He 
(M'D.) would grant a charter for a railroad to the moon, if there were 
people so foolish as to ask for it. When people apply to us, to allow 
them to spend their own money, we ought not to care whether the intended 
speculation will benefit them or not. ((He)) would vote for both 
railways, because he did not think that they would interfere with each 
other, and because there was plenty of room for both. 26 


MR. CAMERON said, that the hon. member for Essex had fallen into 
a great error with regard to the powers given to the Great Western Com- 
pany by the Act of 1837.2/ When the honourable member ... rises to 
charge gentlemen with dishonest or fraudulent conduct, and refers to 
a document, he should, at least for his own sake, take the trouble to 
read the document, that his opponents may not, as I will now, prove his 
words untrue.98 The hon. member then read some clauses from the jour- 
nals of 1837, by which it appeared that the Great Western Company was 
authorized to make its road to any place between Amerstburg and Port 
Sarnia. 


COL. PRINCE and MR. MERRITT loudly called upon him to read on, 00 
MR. CAMERON then read the following proviso - Provided always, that 

















625 


it shall not be lawful for the Engineers of the Great Western Company 
to run their route into the Towns of Sandwich or Bertie without the 
consent of the Directors of the Niagara and Detroit Rivers Railway, 
signified by their Chairman in writing. 

The hon. gentleman continued - he conceived it of little importance 
whether two points like Bertie and Sandwich were or were not excepted, 
while the Company had the right to go to the whole of the coasts be- 
sides. But6l the hon. member for Essex has pleaded eloquently for jus- 
tice to this deeply injury (sic) Company; but what are the facts of 
their claim?® It had been contended, that as the Great Western Com- 
pany had obtained the extension of its charter the Niagara and Detroit 
Company should get theirs too, or injustice would be done them. That 
argument proceeded upon the principle that the two Companies were in 
the same position, but although it was true that the Charter of the 
Great Western Company had expired before they procured its renewal, 
and that the Company was at that time in just the same position as the 
Niagara and Detroit Company was now —- yet it appeared to him that that 
similarity ought not to be taken into consideration. The question was 
not what was the position of one or both the Companies at any past time 
but what was the position of the Companies at present. If that were 
the question, then he should show that the Great Western Company has 
been to England and had found capitalists who had taken up £1,375,000 
of stock, and had expressed their willingness to provide the means of 
building a line from Hamilton to Montreal. Nor was it merely an ex- 
pression of willingness, for they had already paid up $175,000, and 
were ready to pay up three instalments of five per cent. more so soon 
as the bill was obtained. There persons had, however, entered upon 
that arrangement, upon the faith of the Charter granted last session by 
the House, which was considered to hold out inducements to invest capi- 
tal in the colony, and what was it that the House was now called upon 
to do? Why after attaining the fairest prospect of completing a line 
throughout the whole Province, it was called upon to overthrow all that 
it had done, by granting to this Niagara and Detroit Railway Company, 
the renewal of a charter which, for many reasons, they had no right to. 
The existing charter expired on the 25th of the month, and it was now 
expected, that the House should raise obstacles to the operations of 
the men of capital who had been enlisted by the Great Western Company. 
He must say that he was surprised to hear a lawyer give an opinion like 
that, which had been so pompously announced by the learned gentleman, 
who said that these persons would be bound to go on with the railway 
whether they chose to do so or not. Was the Montreal Bank obliged to 
go on one day longer than the Directors judged it expedient to do so? 
Could not these gentlemen in the same manner, retire when they pleased 
from an unprofitable speculation? It had been said that the existence 
of another company formed no element of the contract which these people 
had entered upon. True, it had not, and for the very reason, that the 
Charter of this Company being about to expire on the 25th of this month 
it was conceived that ... no rival company was likely to exist. He 
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thought the House would have no difficulty in coming to a conclusion 
upon the nature of the designs of those who were now pressing this bill 
forward. It looked very much as if this Company desired to assert a 
claim which, if allowed by the House, would enable them to force their 
rivals into a compromise, and thus extort something from them. 3 Why, 
does it not seem as a Yankee speculation, to enable them to extort a 
sum of money from this Company to buy them off? - for up to June last, 
until the success of Sir Allan M'Nab in England became known, the re- 
vival of their road was unheard of. It would, in his (Mr. Cs") opinion, 
be a most suicidal act under our present circumstances to grant this 
road, because we have the prospect of getting English capital invested 
in Canada.... Is it not evident that if this enterprise pays, that 
English capital will flow into Canada without measure for all our works. 
Remember, sir, (said Mr. C.) that ten years ago we had three Railroad 
charters, and none of them have made the slightest progress up to this 
day, and if you now by this act destroy the opening prospect of the 
introduction of English capital, ten years hence we will be as we are 
now.©4 These schemes were always discouraged in England, and if hon. 
members would take the trouble of inspecting the rules laid down for 
Railways in the English Parliament, they would see that some of them 
were prepared expressly with a view to frustrate these unfair designs. 
If he could make it clear that this was the case in the present in- 
stance, he felt sure that the bill would not be allowed to pass the 
Committee. - The promoters of this line said, as another reason for 
granting their bill, that it would take the whole of the Western Ameri- 
can traffic across the Peninsula; but the only American who was exam- 
ined on the subject®5 - a Mr. M'Leod, Senator from Michigan®6, a highly 
intelligent man ... had expressly declared that it was of no consequence 
to American travellers®8 which route was taken. In fact the difference 
in distance by the two lines was no more according to the showing even 
of the promotors (sic) of the Niagara and Detroit line than twenty four 
miles - a difference that was compensated by many advantages which is 
(sic) possessed over the other route.©9 He (Mr C) would now quote from 
a report of the lst of January, 1846, subscribed by Charles B. Stuart, 
then Engineer, which shews that Buffalo is out of the way of travel, 
and that by the Lockport and Rochester route the whole of this differ- 
ence would be saved and so make the distance from Detroit to Rochester 
via Hamilton and. the Falls exactly the same as via Buffalo. He would 
beg to call the attention of the members to the following extract: 

"If Detroit or Canada West be the destination of the traveller, and 
the contemplated bridge over the Niagara River be established at the 
narrowest and most appropriate point, or the steam ferry be used at 
that place, the saving of distance from Hamilton to Rochester will be 
twenty-four miles by taking the Lockport route." 

And again, as to the travel, &c., he (Mr. Cameron) would refer to 
the following extracts from the same report, in which the writer refers 
to the advantages of the Lockport and Rochester road: 

"The Canada travel, and that passing through Canada to the Western 
States." 
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"The transportation of produce, merchandise, coal and iron to and 
from the Great West and Canada." 

"We may justly, therefore, and with all moderation, base our cal- 
culations for this line, on its completion, and the completion of its 
great extension in Canada, on an aggregate traffic, equivalent to one 
hundred and thirty thousand through passengers, of the first class, and 
fifty thousand of the second class, and sixty thousand way passengers, 
at the low rates named in the estimate. If only two-thirds the number 
estimated should be transported over the road on its completion, a 
charge of three cents a mile for through passengers, (which is nearly 
twenty-five per cent. less than is now charged,) would make the sum I 
have estimated. But I have put the fare low, to avoid competition, and 
induce a large amount of business."79 Upon the whole the question ap- 
peared to resolve itself into a very simple enquiry: - Which road was 
most likely to be made, and which would most conduce to the interests 
of the country, civil and military?/1 The member for Cornwall has spo- 
ken of this in a military point of view, and he (Mr. C.) intended to 
read Col. Holloway's opinion on the subject, which he (Mr. C.) would 
leave it with him, only regretting that it had not been before the 
Committee./2 On the commercial part of the question, he would read 
several extracts from American works. (Here the hon. gentleman read 
from several books to show the superior advantages of the Great Western 
to the Niagara and Detroit line.) He also read/3 the following extract 
from the Buffalo Commercial Advertiser, supposed to be from the pen of 
the hon. member for North Lincoln: 

"Niagara and Detroit Rivers Railroad. - We invite the attention of 
readers at home and abroad, to the Prospectus of the Directors of this 
Railroad company, in to-day's paper. The road proposed is a necessary 
link to connect the roads of New England and this State with the one 
across the peninsula of Michigan. Although in Canada, it will be es- 
sentially an American work, and its construction is absolutely neces- 
sary, unless we are prepared to acquiesce in the construction of a work 
that will be purely Canadian, and will divert from our city and the 
roads of this state much of the trade and travel that we now enjoy. If 
this road is made there is no probability that any other similar work 
will be constructed for many years, if ever, across the peninsula of 
Canada; but unless it is done, three years will not elapse before a 
chain of iron will encircle the northern shores of Ontario and Erie. 

In relation to the proper action in the premises there can be no pos- 
sible doubt in the minds of reflecting men."/4 He went on to say that/> 
one thing more than all had surprised him (Mr. C.) since he came to 
Montreal, to find contrary to his expectation a supineness on the cri- 
tical position of the trade./© When he arrived at Montreal he expected 
to hear of nothing but public meetings to_devise the best means of meet- 
ing the changes in our commercial system. // He was of opinion that the 
fate of this city depended upon the exertions of the House and its own 
inhabitants, and if the facts of the last four years be considered, 

that hundreds of thousands of pounds have been drained from us to New 
York and Boston, that if this road be opened to take flour, wheat, 
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ashes, &c., direct from the centre of our own peninsula to Buffalo and 
the mouth of the Erie Canal surely it would cause people to awaken from 
their lethargy. /8 If the citizens of Montreal were not awakened ... and 
if they did not take means to counteract the tendency which trade had 
to take that direction, they would find Montreal shrink to nothing. He 
believed they had the means to counteract the tendency if they would 
only employ them; for the channels in which trade had hitherto run 
would be changed without some great advantage arising from the altera- 
tion, and his argument was that the Great Western would bring the trade 
down to the Montreal route while the road now under consideration would 
divert it through Buffalo to New York. The Great Western line, with 
the roads with which it would communicate joined to the road from Mon- 
treal to Portland would put the Canadians in a condition to compete with 
any water navigation through the United States. He contended that the 
two roads were not merely unnecessary and useless, but absolutely hurt- 
ful, from the competition which would exist between them. What had 

the House seen in 1837? Had not a company been started to form a road 
from Toronto to Hamilton, and had they not built offices, and procured 
lists of stockholders, and ended by doing nothing, but give two or 
three public dinners? He (Mr. Cameron,) would tell them, that without 
great care, the same result would attend the present railway projects. 
If they did anything to discourage Mr. Hudson and the other English 
Capitalists, and so prevent them from going on with the present scheme, 
it was not likely they would soon have another opportunity; but if the 
utility of these undertakings could be once shewn, and a profit real- 
ized, there would be no difficulty in making as many railways as the 
country required. It had been unfortunate for Canada that she had 
hitherto had the aid of British Capitalists only for undertakings that 
had turned out unfortunately. The outcries and lamentations of the 
sufferers were not yet forgotten, and if now, when the means were at 
hand to make a great trunk road to the West, the House encouraged a 
parcel of people to come in from Detroit and Boston, there would be 
nothing but regular Yankee speculators from one end of the Province to 
the other, and the English Capitalist would be thrown out for ever./9 


MR. JOHNSTON said, the member for Lanarack (sic) had talked a great 
deal about the interests of this colony, and about justice, but he 
would ask that individual who it was that gave the raftsmen two gal- 
lons of rum to get them on shore, and when he had made them drunk, al- 
though he was such a great temperance man, seized upon the raft. That 
waa done by the member for Lanarack (sic), and James Johnston was the 
sufferer. He would trouble him for the £82 he cheated him out of on 
that occasion. - (Laughter.) All that member wanted by this scheme was 
his own acenandd zement. he never did anything in his life without that 
in view. 

MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD thought that when the member for Carleton 
rose he was about to offer some reasons for or against the measure, but 


he had gone rather wide of the subject before the House. He (Mr. S.) 
desired to make a few remarks, and to state as briefly as possible the 
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reasons why he felt called upon to oppose the Bill; and in doing so he 
hoped®1 that it would be conceded to him by hon. members who supported 
the bill then before the Committee that he was conscientious in his 
opposition as he fully admitted that they were acting from the most 
honest convictions. He believed there was no member of that House 
more anxious than himself to advance any measure of public improve- 
ment83, Such had been his disposition from very early life84, and he 
believed that House would admit that since the time he had held a 

seat in it, and had been able to express an opinion, he had invariably 
supported every measure for the public good, or which he considered 
would tend to advance the interests or open out the resources of Can- 
ada; and such he hoped would always be his course. But he contended 
this measure was not one of that kind, but on the contrary he believed 
that if it ever went into operation by the sanction of that House it 
would contribute more to the direct injury of Canada than any project 
which could come before that Legislature. He believed it would be an 
insurmountable impediment in the carrying on of those great Canadian 
lines intended to run through the heart of Upper Canada, in which 
British Capitalists had taken stock to so large an amount; he con- 
sidered that it would produce a feeling of insecurity in the minds of 
Capitalists at home, and would prevent the establishment of a line 
between the seat of Government and Upper Canada. This undertaking was 
purely an American one, designed by Americans to connect two American 
cities, and to conduce solely to American interests; and this was 

one reason why he felt called upon to vote against this measure. That 
House had been told that if the Charter of this Company was not re- 
newed it would be an act of injustice; but he could not see it in 

that light. The Company had been incorporated for ten years, but 

had neglected to take advantage of its Charter85, 


COL. PRINCE. - They made surveys.86 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD. - That might be so but he thought it not 
sufficient reason to ground a new application.87 It had not commenced 
operations or done anything to entitle it to come before that House 
and ask for a renewal; and he contended that there was no injustice 
in denying to renew that Charter. If the Company had commenced opera- 
tions, if it had done the works required by law in accordance with the 
spirit of the law, then it might with some reason have called upon the 
Legislature to renew the Charter. But that Company did not come be- 
fore the House in the same position that it did when it first obtained 
its Act of Incorporation; now the Great Western and Toronto and Lake 
Huron Companies had gone into operation, their stock had been taken 
up, and the money actually subscribed, and if nothing was done by 
that House to shake the confidence of Capitalists, before three years 
had elapsed above £3,000,000 of British capital would be invested in 
public improvements in this Colony. But if on the contrary that House 
sanctioned the project now before it which was strictly militant ag- 
ainst the Charters already granted, the confidence of the Capitalists 
on whom this country depended for carrying on these improvements would 
be justly shaken; and though this Railroad might go into operation, 
yet they would not see another Canadian Railroad during their lifetime. 


630 


He wished to see one great national chain of Railroads established88, 
not from Hamilton to Lake Huron but8? from Halifax to Lake Huron, with 
branches to Toronto, Montreal, Quebec and the Eastern Townships; a 
chain of road which should be for the benefit of this province and 
which should promote its interests, and he considered it would be most 
impolitic for that House to allow private interests to interfere to 
check the advancement of the national welfare. The measure before 

the House was destructive of Canadian interests, it would if sanc- 
tioned divert the trade of Upper Canada to Buffalo, and that House 
would commit a most suicidal act if by such an act it made the West- 
ern portion of the Province dependant (sic) upon the United States for 
its carrying trade both in and out. He now held in his hand a paper 
published in Hamilton containing the announcement of a mercantile 
house that it had just received its spring stock by way of New York 
from Liverpool, and it was also stated that under ordinary circumstances 
these goods could not be obtained by way of Montreal until June or July. 
Hon. gentlemen would see from this how imperative it became upon them 
instead of trying to give to the Americans greater facilities for di- 
verting the trade of this Province, that they should lend their best 
energies to the improvement of its means of communication so as to 
neutralize as soon as possible the advantages which the position of 
the Americans upon the seaboard give them over the people of this 
colony, either by way of the St. Lawrence or through Portland to Mon- 
treal. The measure before the House was eminently destructive of 
Canadian interests, its object was to make Buffalo, the New York of 
Lake Erie.29 It would no doubt be said by the hon. member for North 
Lincoln?! that trade would flow like water in its best channels, that 
legislation cannot divert it, and this may be true; but that is no 
reason why we shall lend our aid to the improvement of American means 
of communication, and encourage the transmission of trade in the way 
we know must be most destructive of our own interests. He did not 
object to competition, he was willing to run a fair race with the 
Americans, and let the winner take the trade; but he was not willing 
to do what hon. gentlemen wanted, not only to stand still but at the 
same time to lend his aid to the advancement of the United States to 
the prejudice of Canada. He would again repeat that he opposed this 
measure on grounds of public duty, because he considered it would 
divert the trade of Upper Canada from Canadian channels, that it 
would have a most destructive effect upon the prosperity of Lower 
Canada, and would injure the whole Province, both as regarded its 
political and commercial relations. He must oppose it because it was 
an American speculation in opposition to Canadian enterprize (sic), 
and he considered that if that House granted a renewal of the Charter 
in defiance of the fact that the stock of two Companies was subscribed, 
and the proprietors prepared to go on, it would induce those capita- 
lists to withdraw from the undertaking, and while it diverted our 
trade from its proper channel, it would destroy for ever all proba- 
bility of further public improvements.?2 But he hoped it would not 
be so; he hoped that those who had taken up stock in England on the 
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Great Western line would not be told that within a month after they 
had done so we had chartered a parallel line and had thereby destroyed 
all chance of success for the scheme into which they had literally 
entered.93 He again reiterated the opinion which he had expressed 
upon a previous occasion that that House should be especially careful 
how it granted Charters which should by interfering with the prospects 
of companies already incorporated, shake the confidence of capitalists; 
or sanctioned rival railways running upon parallel lines. 94 


COL. PRINCE had never heard a worse speech from the learned Solici- 
tor General than that which he just pronounced. It was composed of 
special pleading and appeals to the feelings of the gentlemen of Lower 
Canada for whom he had acquired great affection all at once; he was 
astonished at the change that had taken place in the Solicitor Gen- 
eral's views on rival companies. He (Col. Prince) remembered his 
learned friend's views of chartered Banks in Toronto; he never ob- 
jected that granting charters to new Banks would injure the old Bank 
of Upper Canada or scare from the country the English Capital that 
was invested in it. He (Col. Prince) did not see why American Capi- 
tal should not be received in the country as well as English, he was 
for free union with that great republic; it was preposterous to refuse 
American Capital, as indeed, it would be to refuse that of any other 
country; it was not political or statesmanlike to act so.99 Every rail- 
road constructed in Canada must, for the next twenty-five years, be 
dependant (sic) upon American traffic for support, and without it it 
could not pay. 96 It was not to be supposed that Americans alone were 
concerned in the Detroit and Niagara Rail Road; a very large propor- 
tion of these interested were Canadians and Europeans, and thus would 
the bonds of amity be drawn closer between the Canadians and the Ameri- 
can people. But if it was told in Washington that we turned our backs 
upon American Capital because it was American what would be thought of 
us! Why it would be said that we were uncivilised and that so far 
from being entitled to Responsible Government, as we pretended we were 
only fit to be governed by a Governor and Council who would make spe- 
cial laws for special purposes. With regard to the intention of a 
Railway from end to end of the Province he would say that no man could 
build up a road from Quebec to where he (Col. P.) lived there was not 
1 Canadian to 100 Americans. The hon. member next adverted to the 
Great Western Rail Road scheme, at the head of which is Sir Allan 
McNab, and said that he was sure that % of the stock was not taken 
up.9/ He considered the Great Western project as an impossibility, 
that the physical difficulties in the way of its construction would 
entail such an enormous expense as to defeat its object.98 He also 
contended that the Great Western Road would never pay interest on the 
outrageous expenses which would be incurred unless it was joined to 
the Detroit and Niagara Road. Offers to that effect had been made by 
the Managers of the latter but had been received with contempt, - had 
not been answered. The hon. member concluded by stating that £300,000 
worth of the Detroit and Niagara Rail Road Stock had been taken up by 
good, honest, intelligent, enterprising Americans but that the contract 
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was voidable if that House did not renew the charter.92 He could not 
conceive what reasonable objection there could be to allow American 
capitalists to make public improvements in this Colony .100 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD - The hon. member for Essex, is mistaken in 
supposing that he (Mr. S.) was opposed to American capital being em- 
barked in speculations to this Province - he would like to see more of 
it invested in this country, but he must say, thatl0l where it came 
into competition with British capital and interfered with Canadian in- 
terests he felt bound to support the latter. He considered the intro- 
duction of British Capital into this Colony as a most important thingl02, 
for then the people, and especially the wealthy men of Great Britain, 
would take deeper interest in our affairs and would regard us more than 
they do now, as a part and portion of the British empire.103 It would 
strengthen our connection with the Mother Country; it would direct Bri- 
tish attention more to this Colony, and would awaken a greater feeling 
of interest in our welfare than had hitherto been shown. His objec- 
tion to this measure arose from the fact, it was an American project, 
and altogether the proposed road was as a matter of convenience to 
pass through Upper Canadal04, and may benefit them a littlel05, it was 
intended to connect the cities of Detroit and Buf falo106 , and to make 
the ... ((latter)) city the emporium of Canada.107 He believed that 
it would divert the trade of Upper Canada from the St. Lawrence to the 
United States, and would sacrifice the best interests of both sections 
of the Provincel9 » especially the lower section of 47103) to American 
speculations.110 And to this fact, he would call the attention of the 
members from Lower Canada. He would ask them not to commit such a 
suicidal act, as to vote for a measure that would greatly injure their 
interests, by diverting the trade from Montreal. He (Mr. S.) was de- 
sirous from political considerations, that the trade from the pg 
part of the Province should not flow through the United States. 1 He 
opposed ... ((the Niagara and Detroit Rail Road)) on broad, comprehen- 
sive and public grounds, and not from private interests, as he knew 
little of the other Railroads beyond the advantages of their situation 
and in fact of the aha capital having been already subscribed in 
this country and England.11 It is said that the Great Western Company 
desires to monopolise, but if it is so, he (Mr. S.) had nothing to do 
with them, and was not acquainted with their affairs; he did however, 
know something of the Toronto and Lake Huron Company - likewise that 
£70,000 of its stock had been subscribed in Canada, ten per cent. of 
which had been paid up, and that £500,000 of the stock had been taken 
up in England, by individuals who are prepared immediately to pay up 
their subscriptions. If however, a measure of this kind passes the 
peoples of England will not be willing to embark their capital in 
Canadian Rail Roads, and the country will be thrown back at least 20 
years. He (Mr. S.) believed that if this bill did not pass and there 
was no war, that before three years a great line of Rail Road will be 
commenced to run from Montreal to Huron, and at least £300,000 will be 
spent in the Province. It has been shewn by accurate statistics that 
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300 passengers leave Buffalo daily, and that two of every three of 
these, go to Lake Huron. It is from this immense travel that the Tor- 
onto and Lake Huron Rail Road and Great Western Rail Road Companies 
expect their principla profit to be derived, they will be landed at 
Port Sarnia, and from thence they have every facility to journey North, 
South or West.113 Ina military point of view this measure was most 
objectionable, and Colonel Holloway, the Chief Officer of Engineers, 
had declared in his evidence that it would facilitate the operations 
of the enemy, and while they would be most advantageous to our com- 
merce in time of peace, would be of great military importance in case 
of war. He was convinced that if the House sanctioned the renewal of 
this Charter in defiance of these facts, it would only regret it once 
and that would be always.11 


MR. CHAUVEAU spoke in French against the bill and in favor of the 
Great Western Line. 


MR. ROBINSON supported the bill, he was however in favor of a 
junction between this and the Great Western line somewhere in the 
neighbourhood of London, so that they should run as short a distance 
as possible in parallel lines, and with branches right and left to 
different advantageous localities ,116 


MR. DUGGAN took up the arguments of Mr. Sherwood.l17 ((He)) op- 
posed the bill and characterised the Detroit and Niagara Rail Road as 
a speculation merely for the benefit of Lake Erie and not for the com- 
fort or convenience of the country at large.118 He was convinced that 
this Rail Road if completed would be destructive of the best interests 
of Canada, and would carry its trade through the United States. It 
merely skirted the shores of Lake Erie, and while it connected the two 
military stations of Detroit and Buffalo, and would facilitate their 
military movements, and encourage invasions of our territory in time 
of war, it would be of great Commercial importance to them in time of 
peace; and at the same time that it would be destructive to this coun- 
try in case of hostilities its advantages in peace were exceedingly 
problematical. This was the opinion of Col. Holloway from whose evi- 
dence he read. He believed if that House passed this Bill that the 
Head of the Government would feel it his duty to submit it home, where 
the opinion of this high military officer would have great weight.119 
He contended for the Gt. Western Line as a grand Provincial scheme 
advantageous to the country in any point of view.120 


MR. ERMATINGER spoke in favor of the Bil1.121 


MR. WILLIAMS. - He was opposed to have 3 parallel and rival lines 
in Western Canada the great desideratum was to get one great line, he 
considered that that great line would be what he would call the Great 
Western and the Great Eastern, they however could only be built by 
English Capital. In his opinion the road under consideration would 
prejudice the interests of the Great Western Railroad, and he (sic) 
will not be able to get the British Capital, let the great line through 
the Province be completed and we may afterwards grant more charters.122 
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MR. DICKSON. - The Charter of the Great Western expired, and was re- 
newed last session, the Charter of Niagara and Detroit Rail Road had 
also expired, and now you refuse to Charter it; he considered it to be 
an act of the greatest injustice to renew the other Charters and refuse 
the present one; they had expended more and had proceeded further than 
any of the others, and after they have had the survey made, you now 
refuse their Charter, and all this money is lost, at least so far as 
the railway goes, he would beg to take a comprehensive view of the 
question as he always does, unembarassed (sic) by sectional or personal 
interest; and, in doing so he would extend a measure of grace to this 
road. It has been said that if the Charter of the Niagara and Detroit 
Rail Road is renewed, the Great Western, will never go into operation; 
he did not believe that such would be the case; he did not believe that 
one passenger that would have gone by the Great Western Road would be 
diverted from his intention by the Niagara Road. A great deal had 
been said about protecting British Capitalists, he would ask if they 
were to be protected before Canadian Capitalists; great objection has 
been taken to Yankee speculators now he would ask what capital built 
the Welland Canal, would it ever have been completed without the aid 
of that capital which some hon. members so abhor. He thought that if 
the work had a likelihood of paying, the House in justice to the coun- 
try ought to renew the Charter. He believed that the travel that 
they would depend upon was from Buffalo to Detroit, which was now taken 
by Steamers; now if the Great Western does not go the American frontier 
they will not get this travel at all so that the erecting of the Nia- 
gara and Detroit Raad (sic) would not interfere with the Great Western.123 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY. - The hon. member for Lincoln ought to remem- 
ber the great exertion he made to have the Welland Canal built, in order 
that the American trade might be carried through it, and after the im- 
mense expense the country has been put to for this Canal, he should not 
now seek to divert a portion of the goods from it to this Rail Road. 

He (Mr. C.) could bear testimony to the energy and perseverance with 
which the hon. member (Mr. Merritt) had prosecuted various public im- 
provements.124 


MR. MOFFATT thought the arguments of the Hon. Inspector General 
were more in favour than otherwise of the adoption of the measure be- 
fore the House. The charter in question would, he had no doubt, be 
renewed under ordinary circumstances. (Hear, hear.) And the present 
opposition was consequently predicated upon the principle of exclusive 
right to the main trunk line. Now he (Mr. Moffatt) was opposed to 
holding out any prospect to English capitalists, based upon exclusive 
right. He knew that a route for a railway could not be coerced; should 
a better route present itself, in a short time it would certainly be 
chalked out and applied. He was resolved to hold out no false expec- 
tations to capittalists (sic). He was quite prepared for the Lower 
Canada funds being drained off, unless it was made the interest of the 
Americans to avail themselves of our waters. This he hoped for when 
the St. Lawrence works would be completed and tolls reduced, although 
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he knew it took some time to direct business from its usual channel.1!25 


MR. BOULTON said he could not agree with what had fallen from hon. 
member for Simcoe; and that it had been argued that the charter had 
been already granted, but by whom he asked, not by the people of Lower 
Canada, but by the people of Upper Canada, and they have much changed 
since the time the charter was granted, and that there were many ob- 
jections to the bill now that did not exist then. He thought the 
measure would prevent the formation of a line from Montreal to the 
west end of the province, and he had no doubt but that the Great West- 
ern Railroad would be completed in four years; but if this measure 
was passed, the members of that company could not recommend English 
capitalists to lend their money to carry out the road, because they 
must say that all their calculations have been destroyed by the grant- 
ing of this charter, and the consequence would be that there would only 
be a Railroad made from Toronto to Hamilton, instead of from the ex- 
treme West to Montreal. He (Mr. B) was against granting the renewal 
of this charter, and would therefore move in amendment that this com- 
mittee do now rise. 


MR. HALL did not think that by voting against this measure we would 
lead the English capitalists to believe that we intended to give them 
any exclusive advantage. Why does any one wish to establish this 
parallel line? Do not the lines already chartered answer all the pur- 
poses of trade and travel? If we now destroy the Great Western road 
we will not be able for many, many years to obtain a great line from 
Montreal to the extremity of the Upper part of the Province. 


MR. BALDWIN had been carefully attending to the debate, and the 
result was that he felt that he should either vote against the bill 
before the House or refuse his countenance to a scheme of vast gen- 
eral importance, which would bring a large amount of British capital 
into the country. And looking at the present position of the country 
and the necessity of obtaining capital, he felt satisfied that the 
capitalists who had entered into the main trunk line scheme could not 
look favorably upon the granting by this House of privileges to a 
parallel line route. Besides, he (Mr. Baldwin) thought that the 
Detroit and Niagara Company had no abstract right to a renewal of 
their charter. They had not used the charter when it was in existence. 
By that charter they entered into a species of contract with the pub- 
lic, and they failed to perform their part; they, therefore, had no 
just claim, and it would be sufficient for the House to say, that it 
did not suit the purposes of the country to grant a renewal.128 


MR. MERRITT. - This question involves a great principle whether any 
exclusive advantages are to be given in this Province to any indivi- 
duals or companies. He (Mr. M.) was astonished to hear members as- 
sert that this Rail Road was opposed to the public interest of Canada. 
He (Mr. Moffatt,) had for twenty years endeavoured to draw the Ameri- 
can traffic down the St. Lawrence, and to benefit this route by every 
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means in his power, so much so, that he was willing to have put on 
discriminating duties; and had always advocated making our Canals on 
the most extensive scale. He (Mr. M.) did not think that this Rail 
Road would effect our Canals in the least, for would you compare the 
mighty St. Lawrence to a trumpery Rail Road? In their calculations 

of profit, they had not calculated upon carrying a barrel of flour or 
a ton of goods, their great expectations were from this Rail Road being 
the only liae (sic) that could draw the American travel through Canada. 
The Great Western Road being a longer route and a greater elevation - 
the elevation being 700 feet. This Rail Road will not come into com- 
petition with the Great Western Rail Road but with the line, which the 
Americans will certainly build on the South Shore of Lake Erie, if 
this one is not allowed to be built. And is it not more judicious to 
endeavour to divert the immense stream of American travel through our 
country, & thereby enrich ourselves with their money, than to cause 
them to build a more expensive line through their own territory and 

we thereby lose the travel altogether? He (Mr. M.) was in favour of 

a great line the company that he represented was willing and had of- 
fered to join the Great Western Line at London. Petitions in favour 
of this Rail Road signed by 5000 individuals had been presented to 
this House, and he considered that the people of that part of the 
country had a right to the road, because nature had given them ad- 
vantages. In answer to the hon. member for Lanark, he would state 
that the capitalists both in England and America, were satisfied with 
the manner in which the Province had acted with respect to the Welland 
Canal; and that the credit of the province was perfectly good.129 


COL. PRINCE — He merely wanted to make a remark on what had fallen 
from the hon. member for the Fourth Riding of York. He (Mr. P.) had 
been astonished to hear him say that they had no abstract right to 
get a renewal of their charter; he would merely say that the hon. mem- 
ber did not say that when he voted for the extension of the charter 
of the Great Western Rail Road Company. 139 


Mr. Boulton's motion in amendment that the Committee do now rise, 
ee ce put when it was found that the Ayes were 31, Nays 16 - Majority 
LS , 


(104) 
and after some time spent theretn, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 


Orders Post- Ordered, That the remaining Orders of the Day be 
poned. postponed until to-morrow, and that they be 


then the first Orders of the day. 


Then, on motton of Mr. Duggan, seconded by Mr. Price, 
The House adjourned. 132 


APPENDIX, 16 APRIL 1846. 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: MAINTENANCE OF ROAD BETWEEN LON- 
DON AND CHATHAM AND SANDWICH.) ) 


COL. PRINCE, pursuant to notice, enquired of the Ministry whether 
it was the intention of Government to plank, during the current year, 
the great road from London to Chatham and Sandwich and what measures 
were intended to be taken for keeping that road in repair, which was 
delapidated in many places and Br are so bad that to travel along it 
would soon become impossible.13 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER replied that the state of the public Finances 
would not admit of so large an expenditure this year as would be re- 
quired for the work in question - and as to repairs, (he begged to be 
understood as not speaking so as to bind the Government) he would throw 
out a suggestion that it may be hereafter thought advisable to place 
this as well as other roads, under the management of the respective 
Districts through which they ran.13 


((CONVERSATION ABOUT TRANSLATION OF BILLS INTO FRENCH.)) 


MR. GOWAN, said that the Committee on Printing had enquired into 
the delay in Printing Bills lately complained of and found that it 
was caused solely by the time required in translating; and, therefore, 
he (Mr. Gowan) would suggest that hon. members on both sides would come 
to an understanding not to translate Bills of a merely local nature. 
There was a bill then before the House relating exclusively to the 
Bathurst District, introduced by the hon. member for Lanark which could 
be proceeded with at once if it were agreed to dispense with its trans- 
lation into French.135 


MR. CHABOT, thought that localities in Lower Canada might be 
placed in a similar position to that referred to in the bill and it 
would consequently be well to translate it.t 


((WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY.))137 


MR. MOFFATT moved that the petition of Robert Fleming Gourlay be 
referred to a Special Committee 138 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER entered into a statement of the facts of this 
case. In the year 1804 there was passed a law both in Upper and 
Lower Canada, a law of the most arbitrary character, and which could 
be justified by no other plea than that used in the present day for a 
similar measure - the Irish Coercion Bill - the peculiar circumstances 
of the country. By this act it was made lawful for any two Magistrates, 
any two Executive or Legislative Councillors to cause to be arrested 
and brought before them any person charged with attempting to alienate 
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the allegiance of Her Majesty's Subjects, and to cause the said person 
so charged to be banished. Provided that this course could not be taken 
against any person who had been resident for six months within the pro- 
vince, or who had taken the oath of allegiance. This law which he could 
not but look upon as a disgrace to the Statute Book, was now repealed, 
and he believed to the credit of Lower Canada she was the first to 
abolish it... it was, by vintue ob tnie.act, that in ther year wolge Bin. 
Gourlay was apprehended, tried in this summary manner, and banished. 
But he considering the law an unconstitutional one refused to submit 

to it, and staid (sic) in the Province. Whether that law was arbitrary 
or not, the petitioner by refusing to obey a conviction under it, laid 
himself open to what followed. He was again arrested, committed to 
Niagara gaol, then in a most noisome state, where he lay five months, 
was then tried, convicted and sentenced to perpetual banishment from 
the Province. The law was at length repealed and Mr. Gourlay returned, 
but though that judgment stood unreversed no attempt had been made by 
any crown officer to carry it again into effect; but on the contrary, 
desiring to do all in his power to atone for an arbitrary exercise of 
power by a former Government, the Executive offered Mr. Gourlay a free 
pardon under the great seal. He was not however contented with this 
but called upon the Legislature to repudiate the Act under which he 

had been condemned, and to afford him some compensation for his suf- 
ferings. In 1841 and 1843 the House had addressed the Executive on 

the subject recommending that some provision be made for him, and in 
consequence of that Address the Government settled upon Mr. Gourlay 

the sum of £50 per annum. This however he had not thought proper to 
accept although the Government offered to remit the sum to Boston where 
the petitioner was residing, upon his receipt for the same. This hav- 
ing been done by a previous Government, the present was prepared to 
endorse it; but in want of any further evidence of that grant being in- 
sufficient, and without any specific prayer on the part of the peti- 
tioner, he did not see what good could arise from the petition going 

to a Committee. If Mr. Gourlay would make a claim for any certain 
thing, then the Government would be in duty bound to give an answer 

as to whether they could or could not entertain his claim.139 


MR. MOFFATT, could not require to hear the injustice which Mr. Gour- 
lay had undergone more truly portrayed than it had just been by the 
learned Attor. General. He (Mr. Moffatt) could not undertake to state 
what were the exact expectations of Mr. Gourlay, and that was the rea- 
son why he wished for a committee in order that full enquiry could be 
made and that Mr. Gourlay might state all that he desired. He (Mr. 
Moffatt) thought that the outrageous conduct towards Mr. Gourlay ought 
to be repudiated. The committee of 1841 declared that his arrest and 
imprisonment was "illegal, unconstitutional and without the possibility 
of excuse or palliation." Why should Mr. Gourlay be required to pray 
for exemption from any portion of a sentence of which the punishment 
there described was a part? No: it should not go down to posterity 
that a British subject was ever compelled to such an indignity. A 
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special act of Parliament should be passed repudiating the whole affair, 
and placing Mr. Gourlay, as far as possible, in the position in which 


he stood before the persecution of which he complains, was commenced .140 


MR. BALDWIN sympathised to the utmost with Mr. Gourlay, had always 
done so, and he contributed his share of the exertion by which the ini- 
quitous law under which the punishment referred to was inflicted had 
been repealed. There was, however, a difficulty in doing any thing 
under the present petition; there was no doubt that Mr. Gourlay should 
be compensated, and liberally compensated; but the difficulty was to 
know what would be satisfactory to him; he (Mr. B.) should like to have 
some data upon which to form an opinion as to Mr. Gourlay's exact claim. 


MR. WILLIAMS was not disposed to favour the motion unless the peti- 
tioner had some new evidence to lay before a committee.142 


MR. CAMERON would vote in favour of the motion; it was, perhaps, 
true that this petition was somewhat incomplete, but that could be 
remedied before the committee. He (Mr. C.) understood that Mr. Gour- 
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lay was most grateful for what had been done for him, and only complained 


of the manner in which it had been done. 


MR. JOHNSTON accused Mr. Cameron of being the author of a letter in 
the Toronto Examiner, containing scurrilious (sic) reflections on his 
brother members, and stigmatized him as a "Cowardly calumniator."144 


DR. SMITH, of Wentworth, would support the motion. He had always 
considered that Mr. Gourlay was not only an injured man, but thatl45 he 
was aware of some facts connected with the condemnation of Mr. Gourlay 
that would prove that act to be illegal. The Act provided that no one 
should be made amenable to its provisions who had been six months in 
the Province, had taken the oath of allegiance, or held real estate. 
Now at the time this prosecution was commenced!46 , it was well known 
thatl47 mr. Gourlay had been 18 months in the Province, he must have 
taken the oath of allegiance for he had held a Commission in Scotland, 
and he was a Proprietor of Real Estate. The fact was that Mr. Gourlay 
had come into collision with the Government of the day by advising the 
people to petition for their War Losses, and for a reform of existing 
abuses; and in order to get rid of him this Statute was raked up. When 
put upon his trial the only question allowed to be put was whether he 
had obeyed the judgment passed upon him in the first instance. He be- 
lieved that all Mr. Gourlay required was an expression of opinion on 
the part of that House that his character might be relieved of the 
stigma under which he now lay.t 


((There were)) some further observations from MESSRS. LAFONTAINE, 
DUGGAN, and HALL, in reference to the want of a specific prayer in the 
petitionl49, 


MR. MOFFATT agreed to withdraw the motion with the view of re-con- 
sidering the construction of the petition!°9 , and ((to)) put a specific 
claim before the Government.151 


FOOTNOTES = 16 APRIL 1846. 


Le 


Lo Bo 


he 


By: 


102. 
20% 
Zs 
Zan 
oa 
24. 
2m 
26. 
Zhe 
28: 


Fowoantauw > 


LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 25 April 1846, obseryed: "Jeudi M. Moffatt 
présenta une pétition de onze conseillers de la cité de Montréal, 
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fin a 1'état de discorde qui régne maintenant dans la municipalité 
de cette yille." 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
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IBID. 
IBID. 
IBID. 


IBID. The MIRROR reported that the House adjourned just a few 


minutes before mid-night. 
MIRROR, 16 April 1846. 
IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 


The debate on this matter was reported by: 


and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846, 
MIRROR, 16 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 16 April 1846. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 18464. 
MIRROR, 16 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 16 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 16 April 1846. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 


MIRROR, 16 April 1846, 


FRIDAY, 17 APRIL 1846. 


(104) 
Petittons_latd THE following Petittons were severally brought 
on the table. up and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Chauvéau,--The Petttton of Alexis Ber- 


trand, a militia man disabled during the late war with the United States. 


By Mr. Foster,--The Petition of the Reverend Andrew B Balfour and 
others, nenbere t of the United Church of England and Ireland in the 
Diocese of Quebec. 

By Mr. Macdonald of Glengary,--The Petttion of John Wetenhall, 
Esquire, and others. 

By Mr. Bouttllter,--The Petition of Stmon Gendron, and Joseph 
Benott, Esqutres, Mayor and Secretary, in behalf of the Munictpal 
Council of Ste. Rosalte. 

By Mr. Taché,--The Petition of Francis Cc. @. Arnotdt, M.D., and 
others, the Corporation of the School of Medicine and Surgery. 

By the Honourable Mr. Moffatt,--The Petition of Willtam Benjamin 
and others, members of the Montreal Portuguese Congregation of Is- 
raelttes. 

By Mr. Soltettor General Taschereau,--The Petttton of F. H. Guay, 
Esqutre, and others, of the Fartsh of St. Joseph de la Pointe Lévt 
and other Partshes in the County of Dorchester. 

By Mr. M'Connell,--The Petition of the Reverend C. Jackson and 
others, of the Protestant Eptscopal Mission of Hatley, tn the Dtocese 
of Quebec; and the Petition of A. A. Adams and others, of the Town- 
ships of Barnston and Barford. 
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By Mr. Boulton,--The Petttion of the Honourable Robert S. Jameson 
and others, of the Trustees of the Toronto Hospital Endowment. 

By Mr. Pritce,--The Petition of M. T. O'Betrne and others. 

By the Honourable Mr. Baldwin,--The Petition of Elt Gorham and 
others, of the Township of Whitchurch; the Petitton of John Bogart 
and others, of the Townshtp of Whttcmach; the Petitton of David 
Buchan and others, of the Village of fant tn the District of Gore; 
the Petition of Thomas G. Coyne and others, of the Townshtp of Dun- 
wich, tn the District of London; the Petition of Luther H. Cronk a and 
others, of the Tounshtp of f Whitby; the Petition of David Rintoul and 
others, of the Townshtp of Beverley; the Petttton of the Reverend R. 
M'Cosh, tn behalf of the Presbyterian Congregation of Paris; and the 
Petition of John Johnston and others, of the Townships of Uxbridge 
and Scott. 























Gaspé _Admin- An Engrossed Bill for the better admintstration 
tstration of of Justice tn the General Sesstons of the Peace for 
Justice Bill. Gaspé, and to prevent charges upon the Treasury of 


the Provinee for unnecessartly summoning Jurors 
thereto, was read for the third time. 


ae, 


Op ra, 
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Mr. Christie moved, seconded by Mr. LeBouttllier, that the Bill do 
pass, and the Title be, "An Act for the better admintstration of Jus- 
tice tn the General Sesstons of the Peace for Gaspé, and for preventing 
Charges upon the Treasury of the Province for unnecessartly swnmontng 
Jurors thereto." 

The Question having been put upon the satd motion, a diviston ensued, 
and the names betng called for they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YEAS. 





Roblin, Seymour, Sherwoo 


ee ee 





NAYS. 
Chabot, Chauveau, DeBleury, Jobin, and Lesltie.--(5.) 
So tt was carrted in the afftrmative, and 
Resolved, Accordingly. 


Ordered, That Mr. Christie do carry the satd Bill to the Legtslative 
Couneitl, and destre thetr concurrence. 


Petitions read. Pursuant to the Order of the Day the followtng 
Petittons were read:-- 

Of John Laing and others, of the Eastern District; praying for aid 
to improve the Road leading through a part of Matilda to the River 
Nation, in the Townshtp of Mountain. 

Of H. O'Hara, Esqutre, and others, members of the United Church of 
England and Ireland, in the Diocese of Quebec, and of J. S. M'Cord, 
Esqutre, and others, members of the United Church of England and Ire- 
land in the Diocese of Quebec; praying that measures may be adopted for 
vesting in the Church Soctety of the Diocese of Quebec, for the bene- 
fit of the satd Church, such a portion of the Clergy Reserve Lands as 
shall correspond with thetr share of the tneome artsing from the same. 

Of Willtam B. Kerns and others, members of the Untted Church of 
England and Ireland, in the Township of Nelson, in the District of 
Gore; praying that measures may be adopted for vesting tn the Church 
Soetety of the Diocese of Toronto, for the benefit of the satd Church, 
such a portion of the Clergy Reserve Lands as shall correspond wtth 
thetr share of the tneome artsing from the same. 

Of Andrew Pettit and others, members of the Untted Church of England 
and Ireland, tn the Townshtp of Grimsby, in the Dtocese of Toronto; 


see : se ONIN: 
praying that the satd Church may have the control of tts share of the 
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Provinetal grant for the support of Common Schools. 

Of Joseph Hudon, Esquire, President, and Jean Bte. Martin, Secre- 
tary and Treasurer, on behalf of the Corporation of the Muntetpality 
of St. Paschal, in the County of Kamouraska; praying for atd to open 
a road to the State of Matne. 

Of Joseph Ouellet, Esqutre, and others, of Trots Pistoles, in the 
County of Rimouskt; praying for an aid to open a road from Trots 
Pistoles to Lake Temiscouata. 

Of the Reverend F, X. Delage and others, of the City of Quebec, 
and of St. Michel and other Parishes; praying that the Licenses 
for cutting Wood on the borders of the Saguenay be not granted ex- 
clustvely to any person. 

Of _J. B. A. Chamberland, Esquire, and others, of the County of 
Rimouskt; praying that the Counties of Rimouskt and Kamouraska be 
formed into a separate District for Judictary purposes. 

Of Joseph Smtth and others, inhabitants of the Township of Compton, 
in the District of St. Franets; praying for atd to complete the road 
from the Province Line at at Hereford to Compton. 

Of Samuel Gardiner, Esquire, and others, tnhabitants of oe 
and tts neighbourhood, in the Western District; praying to be indem- 
nified for losses sustained by them during the late Rebellion a in- 
vaston of the Province. 

A Thomas Willson and others, of Thorold, tn the District of Nta- 
gara; praying for the construction of a Bridge over the Welland Canal 
at a certain place. 

Of Mrs. Luctnda Lane, mother of William Lane, late Clerk in the 
Provinetal Secretary's Office; praying that a penston be allowed to 
her said son, tn constderation of a mental affltetion under which he 
labours. 











Petitions Ordered, That the Petttton of Willtam Gamble and 
referred: others, of the Home District, be referred to the 
iy. Cambie Standing Committee on Private Bills. 

eS eee 


et ab. Ordered, That the Rule of this House requiring no- 
tice of the satd Petition to be given in one of 





PUL LS- . ° . ° 
Supe ORs the newspapers of the District be dispensed with 
pensed wtth. : 
tn so far as relates to the same. 
Honourable Ordered, That the Petition of the Honourable Peter 
Ps MiGiits M'Gtll and others, of the City of Montreal, be 
et.ab. referred to the Standing Comntttee on Private 
Bills. 
J. Hall, et al. Ordered, That the Petition of John Hall and others, 


of Dumfries, tn the District of Gore, be re- 
ferred to the Select Committee to whitch was referred the Petition of 
James Kk. Andrews and others, inhabitants of the Townshtp of Dumfrtes, 
in the District of Gore. 


T. Willson, Ordered, That the Petition of Thomas Willson and 
ebral. others, of Thorold, in the District of Niagara, 
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be referred to the Select Committee to which was referred the Petitton 


of the Muntetpal Couneil of the District of Niagara, (relating to a 
road, ) and another reference. 


J. DeCow, Ordered, That the Petition of John DeCow, Senior, 
et ai. and others, of the County of Haldimand; the 
Petition of Ronald M'Kinnon and others, of the 
(106) 
R. M'Ktnnon, Tounships of Seneca and Oneida, in the District 
et al. of Gore; the Petttion of George Silver and 


others, tnhabitants of the Township of Clinton, 


Geo. Stlver : ; 4 3 —, 
— in the Distriet of Niagara; and the Petition of 


et al. : ; : 

| Absalom Haines and others, inhabitants of the 
A. Hatnes, Townshtp of Louth, in the District of Niagara, 
CbraLs be referred to the Select Committee to which 


was referred the Petition of George Roe and 
others, of the County of Russell, and other references. 








Ga \CUELIM, Ordered, That the Petitton of Gersham Cutlin and 

et al. others, members of the United Church of England 
Tones and Ireland, tn the Townshtp of Lansdown, tn the 
po i Diocese of Toronto; the Petition of William Gra- 
— ham and others, members of the United Church of 
G. Hornick, England and Ireland, tn the Townshtp of Escot, 
ep ale tn the District of Johnstown, in the Diocese of 
Revel yiee Toronto; the Petition of George Hornick and 
Elliot. ct al, others, members of the Unt ted Church OF England 
Saaes = Se and Ireland, tn the Township of Kitley, in the 
Ape eGo Dtocese of Toronto; the Petttion of the Reverend 
Cu als T. G. Elltot and others, members of the Untted 


Church of England and Ireland, in the Township 
of Colchester, tn the Western District; and the Petition of Andrew 
Petttt and others, members of the Untted Church of England and Ire- 
tand, tn the Townshtp of Grimsby, tn the Diocese of Toronto, be re- 
ferred to the Select Committee to whtch was referred the Petition of 
the Church Soctety of the Diocese of Toronto. 





T. Appleton, Resolved, That the Petition of T. Appleton and others, 
eb aks Contractors, Master Builders, and Masons, of 


Montreal, be referred to a Select Committee, 
composed of the Honourable Mr. DeBleury, the Honourable Mr. Viger, the 
Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smith, Mr. Soltettor General Taschereau, 
and the Honourable Mr. Moffatt, to examine the contents thereof, and 
to report thereon with all conventent speed; with power to send for 
persons, papers, and records. 








J. A. Gem- Resolved, That the Petition of John A. Gemmtll and 
WMbbby Cooal. others, of the Distrtet of Bathurst, be referred 
to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Cameron, 


Mr. Stewart of Bytown, Mr. Petrie, and Mr. Sherwood of Brockville, to 
examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon wtth all conven- 
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tent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Johns town Resolved, That the Petttton of the Muntetpal Coun- 
Muntetpal etl of the Dtstrict of Johnstown be referred to 
Counetl. a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Gowan, the 


Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, the Hon- 
ourable Mr. Soltettor General Sherwood, the Honourable Mr. Baldwin, and 
Mr. Roblin, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon 
with all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and 
records. 





J. D. Parmen- Ordered, That the Petition of Joel D. Parmenter and 

LEYS ee OL. others, of Gananoque, Leeds, and Lansdown, be 
referred to the satd Commtttee. 

S. Solmes, Resolved, That the Petitton of Samuel Solmes, Es- 

Esq. et al. quire, and others, of the District of Prince 


Edward, be referred to a Select Committee, com- 
posed of Mr. Roblin, Mr. Powell, and Mr. Hall, to examine the contents 
thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent speed; wtth power 
to send for persons, papers, and records. 





S. Wood, et al. Resolved, That the Petition of Samuel Wood and 

others, Agriculturists, be referred to a Sel- 
ect Committee, composed of Mr. Merritt, the Honourable Mr. Baldwin, 
Mr. Duggan, and Mr. Roblin, to examtne the contents thereof, and to 
report thereon with all conventent speed; with power to send for 
persons, papers, and records. 


J. H. Comins, Resolved, That the Petition of James H. Comins, of 

St. Catherines, tn Upper Canada, be referred to 
a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Merritt, Mr. Macdonell of Stor- 
mont, and Mr. Thompson, to examine the contents thereof, and to re- 
port thereon wtth all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 





Message from A Message from the Legitslattve Counetl by John 
Legislative Fenmntngs Taylor, Esquire, one of the Masters tn 
Counetl. Chancery. 


LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 
Thursday, 16th April, 1846. 


Ordered, That one of the Masters tn Chaneery do go down to the Legts- 
Lattve Assembly and acquatnt that House that the Legtslative Coun- 
etl do concur in the Resolutton commnuntcated to them on the 14th 
of April tnstant, and have agreed to an Address to be presented 
to His Excellency, the Admtntstrator of the Government, thereupon; 
to whteh Address the Legtslattve Counctl desire thetr concurrence, 


and also that tt may be stgned on thetr behalf. 


Magdalen To Hts Excellency Lieutenant-General, the Right Hon- 
Islands ourable Charles Murray, Earl Catheart of Cath- 





Address. cart, in the County of Renfrew, Knight Commander 
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of the Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath, Administrator of 
the Government of the Provinee of Canada, and Commander of Her Majesty's 
Forees tn British North America. 


MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 


We, Her Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legislative Council 
and of Canada, tn Provtnetal Parliament as- 
sembled, humbly pray that Your Excellency will be gractously pleased 
to tnterpose your good offices with Her Majesty's Government tn behalf 
of the tnhabitants of the Magdalen Islands, for the most part Acadians 
of French origin, descendants of the Colontsts of L'Acadte, (now the 
Provinee of Nova Seotta,) ortginally colontzed by France, whose relt- 
gton, language, usages and interests are tdentified with those of a 
majority of the inhabitants of Lower Canada, to prevent the annexation 
they apprehend of those Islands to the Government of Prince Edward's 
Island. 





Also, 
Partitton of The Legtslative Counetl have passed a Bill, tn- 
Lands Bill, tituled "An Act to factlttate the partitton of Lands, 
(Tiers) Tenements, and Heredttaments tn certain cases in 


Lower Canada," to which they destre the concurrence 
of the Assembly. 
And then he wtthdrew. 


An engrossed Bill from the Legislative Counetl, intttuled "An Act 
to facilitate the partition of "Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments in 
certain cases tn Lower Canada," was read for the first time. 


Chureh The Honourable Mr. Solicitor General Sherwood, 
Soetety. from the Select Committee to whtch was referred the 


Petitton of the Church Society of the Dtocese of 
Toronto, and other references, presented to the House the Report of 
the satd Comntttee, whtch was again read at the Clerk's table, and ts 
as followeth:-- 


Report. Your Committee have taken tnto consideration the 

subject matter of the Pettttons of the Church Socte- 
ttes of the Dioceses of Toronto and Quebec, and the Pettttons of others 
on the same subject, and they beg most respectfully to report the adop- 
tion of the accompanying Address to Her Most Gractous Majesty, the 


(107) 
Queen, with a vtew of carrying out the objects and wishes of the Pett- 
ttoners. 


MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN, 


Address to We, Your Majesty's duttful and loyal subjects, 
Her Majesty. the Legislative Assembly of Canada, tn Provinctal 


Parltament assembled, beg leave to represent to Your 
Majesty, 
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That by the Act, tntttuled "An Act to provide for the sale of the 
Clergy Reserves in the Province of Canada, and for the distribution of 
the proceeds thereof," the Government of the Province of Canada ts em- 
powered to sell all or any part of the Clergy Reserves, under regula- 
tions to be approved by Your Majesty tn Council, and that the proceeds 
tn money to be derived from the sale and leasing of the Clergy Reserves, 
after the deducting of certatn allowances, which are spectfted tn the 
satd Act, are dtrected to be divided into two equal parts; one of whtch 
ts to be dtstrtbuted tn certain porttons between the Churches of Eng- 
land and Scotland, and the other to be applted by the Governor of this 
Province, wtth the advice of the Executive Counetl, for the purposes 
of Publte Worshtp and religtous instruction tn Canada. 

That, from these provistons, tt appears that it was not the intention 
of the Impertal Parltament, at the time of the passtng of the said Act, 
to apportton the satd lands among the denominations of Christians whose 
claim were theretn recognized, but rather to place the Clergy Reserves 
at the disposal of the Government, to be sold, and the proceeds to be 
divided tn the proporttons mentioned tn the satd Act. 

That the attention of the Provincial Legislature has been drawn to 
thts subject by the Petitton of the Church Soctety of the Dtocese of 
Toronto and the Diocese of Quebec, and other Petittons, stgned by many 
thousand persons, members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, 
resident tn the satd Diocese of Toronto, and Diocese of Quebec; pray- 
tng to have the control over, and the disposttton and management of, 
their respective shares of the Clergy Reserves, as is equivalent to 
the proportton of the funds asstgned by the provtston of the Act of 
the Impertal Parliament, as aforesaid, passed in the fourth year of 
Your Majesty's Retgn, and they coneur tn the prayer of the Pettttons, 
for the followtng constderattions:-- 

First, That at the time these lands were set apart for the support 
of Reltgton, and the matntenance of Publie Worship, tt was thereby tn- 
tended to create an adequate fund to form a permanent endowment for 
those important objects; but they now perceive that, under the system 
adopted, the share approprtated to the Church of England, the Church 
of the pettttoners, ts ltkely to be in a great measure consumed by 
charges which appear unnecessary, and to so great an extent, as, tf 
persevered in, wtll reduce tt to little more than a nominal provtston 
for the support of thetr Church. 

That the policy of the Impertal Government has ever been, wtth thts 
exceptton, to place under the management and dtrectton of the Church 
they meant to support, such endowment as they deemed tt expedtent 
to grant. Thus, in the State of New York, the members of the Church 
of England are at thts day enable to butld thetr Churches and station 
thetr Mtsstonartes in every section of that extensive country, by the 
atd of funds provtded by the ptous care of a Brittsh Monarch when that 
country was a British Colony. That the numerous Dutch population of 
the same State, are supplied wtth pastors from ample funds provided 
also at an early day by the care of the Government; and that, in both 
these cases, the foundation of the endowment was a grant of land, small 
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tn extent and value at the time tt was made, compared with the Clergy 
Reserves set apart tn this Colony, by His late Majesty, King George the 
Third; but whteh grants being serupulously preserved, carefully and 
economically managed by thetr respective Churches, which were deeply 
interested in their proceeds, and at the same time respected by suc- 
ceeding Governments, now yteld munificent resources for the support of 
reltgton. 

Second, We beg permtsston further to represent, that our Roman 
Catholte fellow-subjects of Lower Canada have been treated by the Im- 
pertal Government with the same generostty and confidence. They enjoy 
at this day the most ample endowment for thetr Churches and Colleges, 
artsing from early grants of land, whitch, tf altenated at the value 
they once bore, would have afforded but a nominal proviston wholly in- 
adequate to the wants of the passing hour; when we contrast these sev- 
eral examples of the generostty of the Impertal Government, and the 
valuable result from such proceeding, we feel strongly the tmpolicy 
of the provtston tn the Act to whitch we have referred, and the justtce 
of the clatms set forth by the Petittoners. Moreover, while this 
poltey continues, murmurtings and heart-burntngs must be continually 
engendered against the Provinetal Government, by a very large portion 
of Your Majesty's most loyal subjects for the mtsmanagement of the 
property, whether well grounded or otherwise; so that tt would be no 
small advantage to be relteved from a burthen which must be always at- 
tended with much vexatton and grave discontent. 

Wherefore, we most humbly beseech Your Majesty to recommend to the 
Impertal Parliament to amend the aforesaid Act, passed tn the fourth 
year of Your Majesty's Retgn; so as to place at the dtsposal of the 
Church of England thetr share of the satd Reserves in Upper and Lower 
Canada respectively, to be controlled and managed by Lay Comnittees 
of the respective Incorporated Church Soctettes of the Dioceses of 
Toronto and Quebec; and to be sold under such regulations and condt- 
ttons, and within such a pertod of time as Your Majesty, by Order in 
Counetl shall from time to ttme dtrect; and that Your Majesty wtll be 
pleased to extend to other denomtnations entitled to a share of the 
Clergy Reserve fund, the same advantages tf they so destre. 

We beg to renew, on this occaston, the assurance of our enttre de- 
votton to Your Majesty's Person and Government. 





Report to Ordered, That five hundred coptes of the satd Re- 

be Printed. port be printed for the use of the Members of 
thts House. 

Pe Pm Oe 8 ae Mr. Gowan from the Select Committee, to whtch 

ruthers. was referred the Petitton of Frederte Fraser Car- 


ruthers, Esquire, of the City of Toronto, presented 
to the House the Report of the satd Committee, which was again read at 
the Clerk's table, and ts as followeth:-- 
Your Committee have examined the satd Petttton, and recommend a Btill 
in favour of the Petittoner to the favourable constderation of your 
Honourable House. 
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BULL, Ordered, That Mr. Gowan have leave to bring in a 

Bill to authorize the Court of Queen's Bench and 
the High Court of Chancery, at thetr discretion, to admit Frederic 
Fraser Carruthers to practise as an Attorney and Soltcttor thereof, 
respectively. 

He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same 

was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a sec- 
ond time on Wednesday next. 


(108) 
Message from The Honourable Mr. Daly, one of Her Majesty's 
Hts Excel- Executive Counetl, deltvered to Mr. Speaker a Mes- 
lency. sage from Hts Excellency, the Admintstrator of the 


Government, stgned by Hts Excellency. 
And the satd Message was read by Mr. Speaker, all the Members of 
the House betng uncovered, and is as followeth:-- 


CATHCART. 
Clergy The Administrator of the Government tnforms the 
Reserves. Legislative Assembly, tn reply to thetr Address of 


the 14th tnstant, that He has recetved no Communica- 
tton from Her Majesty's Secretary of State, relating to suspending the 
sale of the Clergy Reserve Lands. 
GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
I7th Aprel, Lede. 


Niagara Mr. Dickson, from the Select Committee to whtch 
POLUee. was referred the Petitton of Richard Miller and 


others, the Prestdent and members of the Board of 
Police of the Town of Niagara, and other references, presented to 
the House the Report of the satd Committee, whtch was again read at 
the Clerk's table, and ts as followeth:-- 


Report. Your Committee beg leave to Report, that at the 

time the Statute 59th Geo. 3rd, rating Town Lots in 
Niagara and Queenston at the sum of fifty pounds per annum, was passed, 
tt was under the tmpresston that those Towns being at the head of the 
navigation would become places of great tmportance, and tmprove in 
such a ratto as would justify satd assessment, but stnee the construc- 
tton of the Welland Canal both Towns have been materially retarded in 
the improvement that was antietpated, and property therein worth no- 
thing ltke the amount that it ts tn other Villages in the same District, 
where no such tax ts imposed. Your Committee, therefore, constder the 
Repeal of the Second elause of 59th Geo. 3rd, in so much as the same 
relates to the Towns of Ntagara and Queenston, destrable, and they 
therefore recommend the prayer of the Petitttons to the favourable con- 
stderation of your Honourable House. 


Ntagara_and Ordered, That Mr. Dtekson have leave to bring in a 
Queenston Bill to alter the mode of Assessment in the 
Assessment Towns of Niagara and Queenston. 


BLLt. He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the 
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House, and the same was received and read for the first time, and or- 
dered to be read a second time on Wednesday next. 


Hoehelaga Mr. Leslte, from the Select Committee to which 
Muntetpal was referred the Petition of the Munictpal Council of 
Council. Hochelaga, and other references, presented to the 


House the Report of the said Committee, which was 
again read at the Clerk's table, and ts as followeth:-- 


Report. Your Committee have constdered the Petition of 

the Munietpal Counetl of Hochelaga, praying for a 
Divtston of the Parish of Montreal, into five distinet Muntcipaltities; 
and having duly considered the same, they are of opinion, that such a 
divtston would be exceedingly benefictal to the interests of the in- 
habitants, and they therefore beg leave to recommend that it be car- 
rted into effect; and they would further suggest, that each of the 
Muntetpaltttes so to be established, be authorized to assess them- 
selves, for the matntenance of Schools, to any amount, not exceeding 
three times the Government allowance. Also, that each School District 
be assessed separately, when so dectded by the Munictpal Counetl, pro- 
vided that no distrtet be assessed for a less amount than its own 
share of the Government allowance. The said Munictpaltties might be 
authorized also to assess themselves to the amount of £200 in one 
School District, and £100 in the others, for the building of Sehool- 
Houses, where none exist at present. 

With regard to that portton of the Petition, whteh prays for grants 
of Publte Montes to equal the above assessment, and also for a dis- 
tinet allowance for the maintenance of Supertor Schools, when tn oper- 
ation, simtlar to those already allowed to several Academtes and Edu- 
eattonal Instttutions; your Committee conceive that the tmportance of 
the Partsh of Montreal would warrant such grants hereafter, tf the in- 
habttants should make the efforts in a pecuntary potnt of view, whtch 
the Petttton seems to indicate; and they recommend the subject to the 
notice of the Executive Governnent, to whom action appertains in thts 
matter. 

Your Committee approve of that part of the Petitton, whtch asks for 
a separation of the matters relating to Schools and Munictpaltties; and 
they belteve that tn that case, Five Counctllors and Five School Com- 
misstoners for each Muntctpaltty, would be sufftctent. 

Your Commtttee conecetve that the Muntctpalities should have control 
over Taverns and Play-Houses; they ought also to have the powers prayed 
for with regard to adopting measures for the preservation of Health 
and Cleanliness, and for the prevention of Fires, and for maintatning 
good order tn any part which they may establish as a Village. The 
Muntetpalittes should also cause a census to be taken from time to 
time, at their own expense, so as to give to the Superintendant of 
the Schools the means of apportioning the School Moneys. 

Your Committee have also constdered the Petition of James Dickson 
and others, of the Banlteue of Three Rivers; praying that the satd 
Banlieue be tneorporated as a dtstinet Munictpality, separate from the 
Town of Three Rivers; and they respectfully recommend that tt be so tn- 
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corporated, but that the Law, in every other respect, remain as it ts 
at present. 

The Petition of P. P. Demaray, and P. Gamelin, Esqutres, Warden and 
Secretary of the Municipal Council of the Parish of Satnt Johns, Dor- 
chester, praying the consideration of the House to certain " Resolutions, 
submibbed by them, with respect to an extenston of the powers granted 
to Munietpal Counctls. 

The first suggestton, that the Muntetpal Counetls may have the sole 
right of granting Shop and Tavern Licenses within their jurisdiction, 
ts a matter well deserving the attention of the Government, as it ts of 
a general nature, and not one merely affecting thts Muntetpality. They 
further destre that the Mayor of the Muntetpality, or hts Deputy, may 
be a competent Judge in Road and Poltce matters, wtthout assembling 
the Counctllors,--a power whitch your Committee do not think tt would 
be expedient to grant. 

They also pray for the Repeal of the Act 4th, Geo. 4th chap. 2, on 
the ground that tt does not agree in tts operation with the Munietpal 
Act; should such really be the fact, your Commtttee concetve that it 
ts the provinee of the Government to make the Acts alluded to agree in 
thetr general effect. 

With respect to that part whtch relates to a Division of the South- 
ern part of the District of Montreal, for Judictal purposes, and the 
establishment of Crimtnal Courts for minor offences, your Committee 
are humbly of optnton, that those subjects cannot properly come wtthtn 
the powers of the Committee. 


Report to Ordered, That three hundred coptes of the satd 

be Printed. Report be printed for the use of the Members 
of thts House. 

Hochelaga Ordered, That Mr. Leslte have leave to bring ina 

Diviston Bill. Bill to divide the Muntctpaltty of Hochelaga 


tnto five distinct Munictpaltties, and further 
to provide for the support of Schools and the management of local af- 
fatrs theretn. 


(109) 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the ftrst time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Wednesday next. 


J. R. Gem- Mr. Cameron, from the Select Committee, to which 
mill. was referred the Petition of John R. Gemmill, of 


the Town of Lanark, tn the District of Bathurst, 
presented to the House the Report of the satd Committee, which was 
agatn read at the Clerk's table, and ts as followeth:-- 


Report. Your Committee, to whom was referred the Petttton 
of J. R. Gemnill, Esqutre, of Lanark, son of the late 

Reverend S. Gemmill, Presbyterian minister, of Lanark, in the County of 

Lanark, beg leave to report, that they find the Late Father of the 
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Pettttoner was a Presbytertan Minister, who came to this country about 
1822, with a large emigration of settlers, well known as the Lanark 
settlers, from the Counttes of Lanark and Renfrew, in the West of Scot- 
land; that all these settlers recetved grants of Land and a loan of 
Money; that the said S. Gemmtll offictated many years amongst this 
people as their Pastor, with little or no remuneration from them, and 
that Government granted an order in Counctl about 1836, to authorize 
the Land granting department to gtve the said S. Gemmi ll three hundred 
acres of land; but from vartous causes, connected with the satd land 
granting department, and not tn any way depending on Petitioner's 
Father, he failed during hts life to get this land, although tt is known 
to one member of thts Committee, that he made several fruitless at- 
tempts to obtain tt, but owtng to the continually changing regulation 
of that day he could not succeed tn obtaining land fit for settlement. 

That this state of things remained until 1841, when an application 
for certatn land by pettttoner's father, who had become aged and tn- 
firm, he was tnformed hts applicatton was now too late; shortly after 
this he, petitioner's Father, died, and the son applted for scrip, 
and was informed the order in Counetl had become lapsed. 

Your Commtttee respectfully recommend that an Act of your Honourable 
House be immediately passed, not only to do justice to thts pettttoner, 
but to all who are simtlarly sttuated, who may have orders in Council, 
whieh have been in this way repudiated by Government. 





G. H. Ry- Mr. Macdonald of Kingston, from the Select Com- 
land, Esq. mittee to whitch was referred the Petttion of G. H. 


Ryland, Esquire, Registrar of Montreal, presented to 
the House the Report of the satd Committee, whtch was agatn read at the 
Clerk's table, and ts as followeth: 


Report. Your Committee after a careful examination of the 
numerous Documents and Correspondence connected with 
Mr. Ryland's case, have established the following facts, vtz2.:-- 

That in 1818 Mr. Ryland first entered the public service as an As- 
ststant in the Offtee of the Executive Counetl of Lower Canada, and in 
1821 was appotnted and sworn in as Clerk Assistant of the satd Council, 
whieh office he held unttl the 13th October, 1838. On that day he re- 
eetved his Patent from the Earl of Durham, the then Governor General, 
as Clerk of the Executive Counctl of Lower Canada, an appointment which 
appears to have been conferred in the usual manner, and wtthout any 
conditions attached thereto. 

From the pertod of Mr. Ryland's appotntment in 1838, as Clerk of 
the Couneil of Lower Canada, he continued to discharge the duties of 
that office until the Unton of the Provinees. When that event took 
place, Lord Sydenham, the then Governor General, did not deem tt nec- 
essary or advisable to deprive Mr. Ryland of hts office, but, on the 
contrary, thought proper to "continue hts services" as Clerk of the 
Eeecutive Council of Canada, and he was accordingly sworn in under hts 
old Letter Patent to perform the duties of his office, as appears by 
the Minutes of Council of the 13th February, 1841, and on the removal 
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of the Seat of Government to Kingston, he proceeded to that place wtth 
the rest of the Publte Officers, tn charge of his Department. 

Even supposing Lord Normanby's Despatch of the 3d July, 1839, to have 
been applicable to Mr. Ryland's case, (whitch the Committee do not adnit,) 
tt ts evident that the conttngnecy therein menttoned did not occur. For 
instead of tts betng found tmposstble to continue his services, he was 
actually appotnted Clerk of the Executive Counctl of the Province of 
Canada after the Union, and continued to perform the duttes of the of- 
fice for nearly a year afterwards. In August, 1841, Lord Sydenham thought 
tt necessary, on grounds of publte poltey, and in organizing hts Counctl 
on a new system, to make several changes tn the constitution of that 
body, and to transfer many of the duttes which, up to that pertod had 
been performed by the Clerk, to the Prestdent of the Council, whose sal- 
ary was tnereased from £100 to £1,100 per annum. In consequence of this 
arrangement, the Governor General proposed to Mr. Ryland to surrender 
his appotntment, and to accept in tts stead the office of Registrar of 
the District of Quebec, at the same time guaranteeing to him an annual 
tneome, from the emoluments of such office, equal to the sum of £515 cur- 
rency, whitch it was admitted he would be entitled to as a retiring allow- 
ance, under the Impertal Statute, 4 and 5 Wm. IV., cap. 24, by which 
Statute the amount of pensions granted to the other Officers who retired 
Ba the publte service was regulated. 

Ryland, on being thus guaranteed, and being assured that the 
ee of the Registrar, under the Ordinance then lately passed, 
would amount for the first year to a very large sum, affording him am- 
ple compensatton for the loss of the Counetl Office, acceded to this 
proposal, and placed his sttuation at Hts Excellency's disposal. But 
he expressly stipulated in his offictal acceptance of the new appoint- 
ment, as well as in hts answer to the Circular of Hts Excellency Sir 
Richard Jackson, dated 8th December, 1841, "that in the event (of the 
Regtstrarshtp of the District of Quebec) not providing nearly equal in 
value to his appointment as Clerk of the Executive Council, the sum 
guaranteed was not to be constdered as compensatton in full, etther for 
the loss of that office, or of his claim upon the Government." In con- 
sequence, however, of Lord Sydenhan's decease, the Ordinance was not 
put tn force tn October, 1841, as had ortginally been determined, and 
tt was not until January following that the law was promulgated. During 
thts delay the Legislature altered the Ordinance, and in effect deprived 
Mr. Ryland of the advantages that he would have received from the law 
as tt stood when he was first appointed; and, notwtthstanding his remon- 
stances, no steps were taken by the Executive to protect him under the 
arrangement previously entered tnto wtth him. And yet about the same 
time the Clerkshtp of the Counetl, which until then had rematned vacant, 
was filled up, and Mr. Ryland thus prevented from returning to it, as 
he had originally stipulated tn hts acceptance of the Regtstrarshtp. 
Although Mr. Ryland was appotnted under hts arrangement with Lord Syden- 
ham, Regtstrar of the District of Quebec, and although the emoluments 
of such appotntment were tnsufftetent to satisfy his just expectations, 
yet, tn addition to his other losses, he was obliged, by the passing of 
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an Act during the Sesston of 1844, abolishing District Regtstrarships, 
to receive instead the sttuation of Registrar of the County of Quebec, 
being only one-fourth of the office originally conferred upon him. And 
tt ts proved to your Committee, by the Report of the Comnisstoner ap- 
potnted to examine into the several offices by the Regtstry Ordinance, 


(110) 
that this sttuatton, instead of being one of profit to Mr. Ryland, has 
only been a source of labour and expense. 

On the death of the late Regtstrar of Montreal, the Governor General 
proposed to Mr. Ryland that he should be transferred from the Quebec 
to the Montreal Regtstry Offtce. In acceding tothis proposal, Mr. 
Ryland agatn sttpulated that it should not be constdered as tn any way 
tnterfering with hts clatms under hts previous arrangement wtth Govern- 
ment. 

That this transfer has not benefited Mr. Ryland, ts proved conclus- 
tvely by the followtng extract from the Report of Mr. Clark, the Com- 
mtsstoner to tnspect the offices tn the District of Montreal, dated the 
7th April, 1846:-- 

"Sinee the 9th of July, 1845, the day on whitch Mr. Ryland assumed 
the duttes of the Office, the work has progressed with all posstble 
celertty; 356 Regtstrattons by that gentleman rematning to complete the 
work, and 403 Entrtes to complete the Journal or Minute-Book. These 
arrears were unavotdable in consequence of the press of bustness, and 
are betng made up as raptdly as the means provided by law will admit." 

"The Revenue of the Office stnce the 9th July, 1845, was £496; a sum 
scarcely sufftctent to meet the actual disbursements of the Office, 
and ytelding no remuneration whatever to Mr. Ryland." 

Thus <t appears that Mr. Ryland, by trusting to the guarantee of the 
late Governor General, has lost a lucrative office--has been deprived 
of all emolument, from his substituted appointments--and ts now threa- 
tened wtth the loss of hts rettring allowance, whitch he would have had 
a right to clatm, at the same time that other Officers stmtlarly sttu- 
ated were placed on the Penston List of the country. 

Your Committee, on a consideration of the etreumstances above stated, 
eannot but constder that Mr. Ryland's case is one of great hardship,-- 
that his claims, the justice of which has been offictally recogntzed 
by the late Governor General, Lord Metcalfe, ought not to be avotded 
or overlooked; and that he has a rtght to expect that the contract en- 
tered tnto between him and the Government, of which he has performed 
his part, should be carried out, according to its terms; or, as that 
may now be tmposstble, that he should be fully compensated for the non- 
fulftlment thereof. 


Report to Ordered, That two hundred coptes of the satd Report 

be Printed. be printed for the use of the Members of thts 
House. 

Report Com- Ordered, That the satd Report be committed to a Com- 


mitted. mittee of the whole House, on Thursday next. 
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Private Bills. Mr. Hale, from the Standing Committee on Private 

Bills, presented to the House the Eighth Report of 
the satd Commtttee, which was agatn read at the Clerk's table, and is 
as followeth:-- 


Albion Road Your Committee have examtned the Btll to tncor- 
Bills porate certain persons under the name of the Albton 

Road Company, and have made several amendments there- 
to, whteh they submtt to your Honourable House. 





"La Commu- They have also examined the Bill to tneorporate 
nauté des "La Communauté des Filles de la Charité," of the 
Filles de la Parish of St. Hyactnthe, in the District of Montreal, 
Chartté," for the care of infirm and stek persons, and for other 
BELLU. purposes; and report favourably upon the same, taking 


tnto view the many precedents that exist, of Socteties 
very simtlar to the one tn question, and many of much less publte and 
general beneftt, being incorporated by the Legislature; they feel it 
at the same ttme to be thetr duty to submtt for the constderatton of 
your Honourable House, with reference as well to the measure, now the 
object of thetr report, as to others previously reported upon, the 
question of the expediency of carrying out the custom which has pre- 
vatled to a great extent, of tncorporating soctettes of a charttable, 
benevolent, or reltgtous nature, whitch, whtle they are of great and 
unquestionable benefit to the community, may posstbly be constdered 
as not partaking of that commerctal or manufacturing character whtch 
would render the possesston of an act. of tneorporation for any other 
purpose than that of holding Real Property necessary; for which pur- 
pose a general law would be, in the optnton of your Committee, the. 
more conventent and least expensive provtston for the Government, and 
for the parttes concerned. 


Cobourg and Your Committee have constdered the Petitton of 
Port Hope D. E. Boulton and others; praytng to be tneorporated 
Turnpike. for the purpose of constructing a Turnptke Road from 


Cobourg to Port Hope, but finding, upon inqutry, that 
the Pettttoners have fatled to give the notice required by the Rules of 
your Honourable House, they cannot recommend the prayer of the Petition. 


"La Commu- Ordered, That the Bill to tneorporate "La Communauté 
nauté des des filles de la Charité," of the Parish of St. 
Filles de la Hycinthe, in the District of Montreal, for the 
Charité," eare of tnfirm and stek persons, and for other 
BL OL. purposes, be Engrossed. 

Winter Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. DeBleury have leave 
Roads Bill. to bring tn a Btll to amend certain Ordinances, 


and an Act relative to Winter Roads in Lower 
Canada. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Friday next. 
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Albton Road Ordered, That the Bill to incorporate certain per- 
Belt: sons under the nane of the Albion Road Company, 


as reported by the Standing Committee on Private 
Bills, be committed to a Committee of the whole House, on Thursday 
next. 


Petition of Jd. Ordered, That five hundred coptes of the Petition 


Hamel, Esq., of Joseph Hamel, Esquire, and others, of the 

Printed. City of Quebec; be printed for the use of the 
Members of thts House. 

Quebee Turn- Ordered, That the Return to an Address of this House 

ptke Roads. to Hts Excellency, the Admintstrator of the Govern- 


ment, of the twenty-fourth of March last, relating 
to the Quebec Turnptke Trust, be referred to the Select Committee, to 
whteh was referred the Petition of Jean Baptiste Pagé and others, in- 
habitants of the Parish of L'Anetenne Lorette, and other references. 


St. Patrick's Ordered, That Mr. Duggan have leave to bring in a 
Soctety Bill. Bill to incorporate the St. Patrick's Soctety of 


Montreal, to enable satd Soctety more efficiently 
to manage the affatrs thereof. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be reada 
second time on Wednesday next. 


On motion of the Honourable Mr. Moffatt, seconded by Mr. Macdonald 
of Cornwall, 


Partition of Ordered, That the Engrossed Bill from the Legtsla- 
Lands Bill, tive Counetl, intttuled, "An Act to factlitate 
(i Ce) the Partition of Lands, Tenements, and Heredita- 


ments, tn certain cases, in Lower Canada," be 
read a second time on Monday next. 


Leave of Ordered, That Mr. Brooks have leave to absent htm- 
Absence. self from thts House for one week, from Monday 


next, on urgent private business. 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU , 1 fit motion, conformément 4 l'avis qu'il 
en avait donné le jour précédent, que la chambre se constituat en comité, 
pour considérer s'il n'était pas expédient de rappeler la Loi des Muni- 
cipalités, pour présenter un nouveau bill a4 ce sujet. I1 concevait que 
la plus grande partie des dispositions de cette loi pouvaient rester 
telles qu'elles sont maintenant, masi il y avait des amendemens trés 
nécessaires a faire, et puisqu'il fallait présenter un nouvel acte, il 
pensait qu'il serait beaucoup moins embarrassant et beaucoup plus clair 
pour le peuple d'avoir la loi et les amendemens renfermés dans un seul 
acte, que de les avoir épars dans divers actes du parlement. C'est 
pourquoi il se proposait de présenter un bill qui renfermerait la plus 
grande partie des dispositions de celui que la législature sanctionna 
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sur le méme sujet dans la derniére session, et les quelques amendemens 
qui lui paraissaient nécessaires.2 


(grivin?) 
On motion of the Honourable Mr. Papineau, seconded by the Honourable 
Mr. Viger, 


Muntetpal Resolved, That thts House do now resolve itself tnto 
Law, (L.C.) a Commtttee of the whole House, to consider the 


expedteney of repealing the Muntetpal Law of 
Lower Canada, and of enacting another, wtth amendments and new provts- 
tons. 
The House accordingly resolved itself tnto the satd Commtttee. 
Mr. Stewart of Prescott took the Chatr of the Committee, 


M. CHABOT pensait que l'on n'avait pas encore eu le temps de se con- 
vaincre des bons ou mauvais effets que devait produire cette mesure; 
les gens commencgaient 4 comprendre les dispositions de l'acte passé 1'an- 
née derniére, il était mieux d'en faire une plus longue expérience, et 
ne pas obliger le peuple 4 se soumettre encore au fonctionnement d'une 
nouvelle loi.3 


DR. TACHE dit que s'il comprenait bien 1l'hon. M. Papineau il ne 
s'agissait que de mettre en un seul corps la loi déja en force, avec 
les amendemens qu'il y avait a faire. 


M. CHAUVEAU était faché de voir qu'aucune loi ne pouvait fonctionner 
tranquillement dans ce pays, sans @tre 4 tout instant amendée et 
changée de toutes maniéres. I1 voulait savoir si l'on avait quelque 
raison pour proposer des amendemens 4 la loi des municipalités, et 
quelles étaient ces raisons. 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU dit qu'il n'y aura dans le nouveau bill 
que trés peu de dispositions nouvelles: qu'il adopte cette démarche 
seulement pour que la population des campagnes puisse voir d'un coup 
d'oeil ce qu'elle a a faire, et qu’au lieu d'avoir deux actes 4 com- 
parer, elle n'ait qu'une seule loi qui renferme tout.® 


DR. BOUTHILLIER voulait savoir si c'était l'intention du ministére 
de faire des changemens dans le systéme de voirie; si c'était le cas 
cette mesure serait regue avec une grande satisfaction, car il était 
reconnu que ce Epi gee tel qu'il existe actuellement, est une source 
d'inconvénients. 


M. CHAUVEAU pensait que la session était trop avancée pour permettre 
a la législature de prendre ces amendemens en considération. Ou les 
changemens étaient peu considérables ou ils 1'étaient beaucoup! dans 
le premier cas on pouvait retarder 4 une autre année, et acquérir un 
peu plus d'expérience sur le sujet; dans le second cas, il était trop 
tard, et les membres du ministére qui trouvaient des amendemens trés 
nécessaires et qui ne les avaient pas présentés plus tét, étaient cou- 
pables d'un grand tort. Mais le mieux était de savoir sur quelles 
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raisons était basée la motion devant le fauteuil. Lorsqu'on venait dire 
qu'il est expédient de rappeler une loi passée 1'année derniére par les 
trois branches de la législature, n'était-il pas convenable de demander 
pourquoi on agissait ainsi?28 


M. CAUCHON dit que la question de savoir s'il est nécessaire de 
législater sur un sujet doit venir aussit6ét que la mesure est pré- 
sentée 4 la chambre; c'est pourquoi il se croyait en droit de demander 
pour quelles causes on voulait révoquer la loi des municipalités? On 
doit législater le moins possible, hormis qu'on ne veuille législater 
que pour dépenser. I1 pensait que l'on n'avait pas fait une assez longue 
expérience de la loi des municipalités. Douze mois n'étaient pas suf- 
fisans pour faire connafitre les différentes interprétations qu'on peut 
donner a une loi. I1 fallait laisser écouler quelques années, sans quoi 
on se trouverait dans la nécessité de revenir sur le sujet chaque année, 
de rappeler de nouveau la loi pour lui faire subir des amendemens. I1 
ne trouvait pas a-propos de revenir si promptement sur une loi que le 
peuple ne connaissait pas du tout avant la derniére session, et a la- 
quelle cependant il semblait déja s’accoutumer; une fois qu'on a porté 
les gens vers certaines habitude (sic), il ne faut pas les en détourner 
aussitét.? 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU dit qu'il n'est pas prét a donner les 
raisons qu'on lui demande, mais qu'elles seront données en tems con- 
venable,10 


M. LAFONTAINE dit qu'il voterait pour la motion, parce qu'il était 
convaincu que cette loi avait ... besoin d'amendemens; lors de sa pas- 
sation l'année derniére il avait prédit qu'elle ne pourrait fonctionner 
sans inconvénient, et sa prévision ne s'était que trop bien vérifiée; 
les personnes de sa profession surtout en avaient fait une pénible ex- 
périence; les explications qu'il avait fallu donner 4 tout moment sur 
les dispositions de cette loi avaient demandé un tems et des soins con- 
sidérables. I1 était d'opinion comme ses amis qui l'avaient précédé 
qu'il fallait rappeler les lois le moins souvent possible, parce qu'en 
les révoquant incessamment, on apprenait au peuple 4 ne point les res- 
pecter. Mais dans le cas présent, ce n'était pas sans besion. I1 
valait infiniment mieux réunir les amendemens, et la loi, en un seul 
corps. La principale suggestion qu'il avait a faire était relative a 
la maniére de décider les élections contestées, il pensait que le moyen 
le plus praticable était de présenter, une requéte aux juges, parce 
qu'autrement l'année s'écoule avant que 1'élection soit décidée. 


La motion passe sans division.12 


(iT) 
and after some time spent theretn, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair, and 
Mr. Stewart of Prescott reported that the Comntttee had come to a 
Resolution, which he was directed to submtt to the House, whenever tt 
shall be pleased to recetve the same. 
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Ordered, That the Report be recetved on Monday next. 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU!3 ((£it motion que la Chambre se constituat 
en comité, pour considérer s'il n'était pas expédient de rappeler)) la 
loi des écoles ((pour présenter un nouveau bill 4 ce sujet.))14 


Gi} 
On motton of the Honourable Mr. Papineau, seconded by the Honourable 
Mr. Attorney General Smtth, 


School Act. Resolved, That this House do now resolve ttself tnto 
a Committee of the whole House, to constder the 
expedtency of repealing the Provinetal Statute of the 8th Victoria, 
cap. 41, commonly called "The School Act," and of enacting another with 
amendments and new dtspostttions. 
The House accordingly resolved itself tnto the satd Commtttee. 
Mr. Stewart of Bytown took the Chatr of the Committee, 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU ne voulait pas donner sur cette mesure 
de plus amples explications que sur celle qui venait d'étre donsidéré 
(sic) par la chambre. I1 dirait seulement les deux principaux amende- 
mens qu'il se proposait d'introduire, c'était: 1. de faire cesser 
tout-da-fait les cotisations volontaires, 2. au lieu de faire payer 
tant par mois aux enfans qui vont a l'école, d'obliger tous les enfans 
en age d'aller 4 1'école, de payer tant par mois. Les autres amende- 
mens n'étaient que des matiéres de détail.15 


M. CHABOT demanda si 1'on se proposait d'instituer des bureaux 
d'examinateurs. 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU dit qu'on avait déja pensé a introduire 
cette disposition, mais qu'en réfléchissant on avait cru que les in- 
stituteurs n'étant pas déja trop communs deviendraient encore plus 
rares, lorsqu'ils seraient obligés de venir se faire recevoir par des 
bureaux d'examinateurs; la crainte d'étre refusés, en empécherait 
beaucoup de se présenter, et cette disposition serait alors plus 
nuisible aire ats de iceele 


M. CAUCHON dit qu'il était satisfait de voir qu'on se proposait 
d'abolir la cotisation volontaire, il avait été lui-méme en faveur de 
cette disposition l'année derniére, mais il s'était convaincu depuis 
qu'elle ne pouvait pas opérer. S'il était un objet au monde pour le- 
quel on devrait taxer, c'était assurément pour l'éducation, et si nous 
devons risquer une fois notre popularité, ce doit @tre pour ce sujet. 
Parmi les changemens qu'il trouvait urgens, était l'institution d'un 
bureau d'examinateurs. I1 suggérerait aussi de nommer un surintendant 
pour chaque district, au ... ((lieu)) d'un seul pour tout le pays. 

Ce surintendant serait le président d'un bureau d'examinateurs dans 
chaque district. On pourrait introduire dans l'acte certaines disposi- 
tions qui mettraient toute personne en liberté de faire 1'école, méme 
quand elle ne serait pas regque par le bureau d'examinateurs; mais ceux 
qui auraient été jugés par ce bureau en état d'enseigner, devraient au 
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moins étre certains de trouver une situation honorable. Ce bureau 
pourrait é@tre chargé de décider les conflits qui surgissent entre les 
commissaires et les maftres d'école. Dans de petites localités il 
existe quelquefois de grandes passions, et l'on a vu des commissaires 
sacrifier 4 leurs caprices des instituteurs habiles et éclairés. On 
a donné aux commissaires un pouvoir illimité; c'est encore un des points 
qui auraient besoin d'amendemens. 

La motion fut emportée 4 l'unanimité.19 


(717) 
and after some time spent theretn, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
And Mr. Stewart of Bytoun reported that the Committee had come to 
a Resolutton, whteh he was directed to submit to the House whenever tt 
shall be pleased to recetve the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be received on Monday next. 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY moved the House into Committee of the whole, 
on amendments in Act of 8 Vic. cap. 3, and 6 Vic, cap. 31. 


(el Ley 


On motion of the Honourable Mr. Cayley, seconded by the Honourable 
Mr. Attorney General Smith, 


Act 6th Vie. Resolved, That thts House do now resolve ttself tnto 
Gh. S21) and-etn a Committee of the whole House, to take into 
Vievseners. constderatton the propriety of amending the Act 
(Customs 6th Vie. chap. 31, and the Schedule of Duties 
Duttes. ) granted by 8th Vic. chap. 3. 


The House accordingly resolved itself tnto the satd Committee. 
Mr. Méthot took the Chair of the Committee, 21 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY rose and addressed the Chairman as follows: -22 

rope ee in23 moving24 the Resolutions I hold in my hand, I shall en- 
deavour, as far as possible, to avoid a repetition of the arguments I 
used on a former occasion in reference to the same subject2>, beyond 
any allusions which ... ((are)) necessary to the change ... ((I wish)) 
to propose. 26 I, at that time, went fully into my views as to the 
policy that should be observed in the imposition of duties for revenue 
purposes, and that, except in the instances of protective or propibi- 
tory (sic) duties, we should endeavour to improve our revenue by en- 
couraging the importation of the articles to be taxed, and not by heavy 
imposts. I also at that time stated the objects I had in view in en- 
couraging the trade and export of wheat, and the effects on sea-freight 
I anticipated from increased traffic. It will also be recollected that 
among the several contemplated reductions in duty upon various articles 
of our Canadian commerce, I proposed to reduce the duty upon wines. I 
have, since that time, received representations from several gentlemen 
largely engaged in the distilling trade as to the injurious effect upon 
their interests which would probably be produced by the proposed alter- 
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ation, when taken in connection with the contemplated change in the 
mode of taxing whiskey; and, though I must confess my own opinion of 
the expediency of the course proposed remains unaltered, yet2/ as the 
Distillery Bill was a measure concerning them alone28, I have so far 
acceded to their demands as to determine upon levying the duty upon 
wines at its present rate.29 The first subject to which I shall now 
call the attention of the House is the duty of 3s per qr now levied 
upon American wheat coming into the Province. I propose to repeal that 
duty entirely, so far as it relates to wheat intended to be exported, 
whether as wheat or flour; and as I consider the question one of the 
highest importance39 to the import and export trade3l, ((and)) to our 
carrying, mercantile, and shipping interests - interests which are of 
as great a magnitude as any in the Province32, ((and upon which)) the 
magnitude of the wealth and prosperity of the Province depended33 - I 
propose to go at some length into the arguments upon which I sustain 
my proposition. I propose to show that the Canadian can fairly enter 
into competition with the European farmer in supplying the British mar- 
kets, and that our forwarders here may successfully compete with our 
American neighbours, by means of the route by the Western Lakes and the 
Saint Lawrence, as compared to the route by the Lake Erie Canal to New 
York. In order to do this, I will first allude to the somewhat, des- 
ponding statements which had been put forth by the hon. member for Lin- 
coln - a gentleman whose long experience and careful attention to the 
subject entitles his opinion to great consideration34. ((His)) re- 
marks ... were of great weight in the House, and were always listened 
to with attention. It was a subject which the hon member had made a 
deep study, and his opinions were always heard with interest. He (Mr. 
Cayley) would endeavour to meet some of his statements. He referred 

to a publication which had appeared last year, on the route by the St. 
Lawrence Canal subsequent to a visit which the hon gentleman had paid 
to Montréal, to obtain the establishment of tug-boats.35 He ((Mr. 
Merritt)) supported his views of the necessity for those boats by show- 
ing the impossibility of the St. Lawrence competing with the Erie Canal 
without them.36 He ((Mr. Cayley)) wished to remove any impression 
which this document might have tended to create. It went to state that 
the St. Lawrence was a more expensive route3/. He said in that pamphlet 
that the charge by the Erie Canal from Buffalo to Albany - a distance 
of 364 miles - for a brl. of flour is 9d, while that from Kingston to 
Montréal - a distance of only38 230 miles39 - is 1s 9d, tolls DY ver tice 
route not included.49 Now that certainly appears a very great dif- 
ference if it is supposed, as the statement would lead us to suppose, 
that the tolls not included are equal on both routes. This, however, 
is not the fact4l, But, hon memsbers (sic) would find that on the Erie 
Canal the ... ((tolls)) charged on flour amounted to the whole charge 
involved in the St. Lawrence, on which they were only made in the up- 
per transit. Therefore, on the one side, there was no toll; and, on 
the other,42 the true statement will stand thus: - Cost of conveying a 
barrell of flour from Buffalo to Albany - for freight, 9d; for tolls 

a5 cents43, or ls 9d per barrel144 - making 50 cets.45 Could any one 
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turn to the publication, and imagine such a charge existed.46 Last 
year's charge via Saint Lawrence, ls 9d - difference in favour of latter 
route, 9d. Now, I will compare this statement with that made to the 
Upper Canadian Parliament, in 1836, by the same honourable gentleman.4/ 
And he ((Mr. Cayley)) would refer to the journals and quote the evi- 
dence given by him. (The hon gentleman here read from the journals in 
which Mr. Merritt had stated his opinion, that the Welland canal was the 
cheaper route.)48 He said, that the prices of conveyance between New 
York and Cleveland were 1s per 100 miles more than by way of Oswego and 
the Welland Canal. Now, to those who were not acquainted with the posi- 
tion of the Oswego Canal, I will mention that it runs from the Lake 
Ontario and meets the Erie Canal at Syracuse. In fact, that it is 
cheaper to take the lengthened route through our Canadian channels, 

than the nearer, through that of our neighbours. If it is cheaper to 
carry upwards, it will, consequently, be equally advantageous in down- 
ward transport. That was the opinion of the hon. gentleman in 1836, and 
I shall proceed to compare it with that which he entertained in 1840, 
because it is possible that a lapse of four years may have produced a 
change in his opinion. In 1840, then, the honourable gentleman ad- 
dressed Lord Stanley on the subject of the Welland Canal, and informed 
him that the cost of conveyance of a ton of goods from Buffalo to Al- 
bany was $5 70¢,49 and, by the St. Lawrence, from Kingston to Montreal, 
$3 40¢, - a calculation which approximated Be Sey nearly to the former 
statement of the cost for a barrel of flour 0, 2s 6d9l. It appears 
pretty clearly then, that, at the time when the hon. gentleman addressed 
Lord Stanley, he considered the St. Lawrence route as incontestibly (sic) 
superior to that by the Erie Canal. I will now proceed to the 2nd point. 
I shall attempt to show not only that we can maintain and increase this 
superiority of our own channels of communication, and thus draw the 
whole of the great Western trade through our waters, but that our farm- 
ers may confidently rely on being able to compete with the European 
grower and to maintain our trade in bread-stuffs with the British mar- 
ket. If I succeed in establishing this last position, we shall then 
have a point to aim at, which it would be the duty of every man through- 
out the Province to endeavour to attain. I will first, however, shew 
what that Western trade is, which I am anxious to lead into our Cana- 
dian channels, and how rapidly it has increased. In 1840, the first 
bread-stuffs were imported to Buffalo from the Upper Lakes by which I 
suppose Huron and Michigan are meant. In that year the whole quantity 
was stated to be 3000 bushels of wheat and 200 barrels of flour. This 
is taken from a Buffalo return. In 1844, the quantity of wheat was 
916,971 bushels, and the quantity of flour 431,33152 barrels, 53 or 
taking it in quarters 114,571 of wheat and 219,582 of flour? » showing 
how immense is the increase of trade which arises from the opening up 

of a new channel of intercourse, and how enormous is the traffic which, 
if I am right in my calculations, we may bring through our own great 
public works. In 1840 the hon. Member for Lincoln stated that the 
greatest export of Canadian wheat which had ever taken place was 217, 318° 
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quarters; I do not find any very great increase since that time, for, 
looking at the return for 1844, which has been furnished me by one of 
our most extensive mercantile establishments, I find that the exporta- 
tion on that year was 294, 284° quarters. We will now see what propor- 
tion this Canadian trade of something under 300,000 quarters bears to 
the demand for wheat in the English markets. I will go through a 
series of years. In 1838 the import to Great Britain was 1,371,957 
qrs., in 1839 it was 2,300,0009/ qrs., in round figures, in 1840, 
3,320,00028 qrs., and in 1841, 2,703,00029 qrs., giving an average of 
2,615,982 quarters. Now, with regard to the cost price of wheat, I 
must, of course yield my opinion to that of gentlemen who are more prac- 
tically acquainted with the subject than myself ,60 He ((Mr. Cayley)) 
had applied to members who represented agricultural districts to 

learn what could be considered a fair, profitable price; and6l , I be= 
lieve, I shall not be very far wrong if I say that at 4s 4d cy. per 
bushel at the shipping ports on the lakes, the farmer will be able to 
obtain a remunerating price for his labour. Now, the price of freight 
from the ports on Lake Ontario to Montréal is 6d per bushel, making 

the first cost of a bushel of wheat, delivered at Montréal, 4s 10d cy., 
or in round numbers, 4s stg. 4s per bushel is 32s per quarter, and I 
shall now proceed to compare that Canadian standard with the price in 
the European markets,62 ((and)) shew that Europe could not compete 
with them at such a rate,63 after the best information that we have on 
the subject64, the reports furnished to Lord Palmerston by the British 
consuls in Europe.65 In the year 1840 the British Government took 
great pains to ascertain the average prices in the European ports; in 
order to do so they wrote to the consuls in all the ports from which 
wheat is usually shipped, and they found from the returns furnished 

by those officials that the average was 40s 6d per quarter66 or 6s 

3d per bushel, and thot (sic) the average freight per quarter was 4s 
10d.67 The highest price was 54s, and the lowest 26s 6d. This state- 
ment shows an advantage on the side of the Canadian of no less than 8s 
per quarter in the prime cost of the article, but in sea freight the 
probability is that the European merchant will, for the present, have 
the superiority. At the rate which I believe may be assumed to be, for 
past years, an average charge for freight for a barrel of flour, say 
from 4s to 53868 - the freight on a quarter of wheat would be 7s to 8s 
from Montréal to an English port. The public prints, however, lead us 
to expect lower rates than that for the coming year; therefore, taking 
all the difference in the cost of freight into account, there will still 
be a considerable difference in favour of Canada. If I may be allowed 
to revert once more to the Erie and St. Lawrence navigations, I will 
draw attention to the distinction which exists between the calculations 
of the cost by the two routes which I have previously read. The cal- 
culation for the Erie Canal goes no farther than the freight to Albany, 
while that for the St. Lawrence comes down to the shipping port of 
Montreal .69 Admitting that freight was more expensive from Montreal 
than N. York, they could not, from that circumstance, draw a distinc- 
tion between the waters of the St. Lawrence and the Erie Canal: for 
Albany was not the terminus for wheat, which, if it were for exporta- 
tion, must be forwarded to New York, or some other sea port; therefore 
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Albany was on an equal footing with Montreal in that respect./0 The 
additional cost of transit from Albany to New York, ... would pay the 
freight from Montreal to Quebec, where freights are usually cheaper 
than at the higher port. To return to the European freight/l, he ((Mr. 
C.)) would go into further details relative to European ports, for the 
average might appear high. The prices ranged from 26s to 56, per quar- 
ter. He need not remark how inferior the lowest price of wheat would 
be. The freight from/2 the Baltic ports was from 2s to 5s/3 as exhib- 
ited in the consular returns to which I am referring; from the Mediter- 
ranean it was from 8s 3d to 10s, that is, from the Sicilian ports, and 
the port of Odessa in the Black Sea. Now, to show how difficult it is 
for the European growers to compete with the Canadian, I will mention 
that, in some parts of Poland, wheat can only be raised one in nine 
years, while in Canada there are farmers, though perhaps they do not 
adopt the best system of agriculture, who take crop wheat off the same 
ground for several consecutive seasons./4 


MR. COLVILLE. - Eight years./5 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY. - Well, that must be upon the virgin soil, 
but I believe that an ampue allowance will be made if I say 6 that the 
general average crop was 7 from three to five years, so that very lit- 
tle fear of competion (sic) with those countries need exist. Then, 
with regard to inland navigation in Europe, the same inferiority ap- 
pears when compared with our own. If we go to the South of the Vistula, 
where the finer qualities of wheat are grown, we shall find that the 
inland freight exceeds ours, in an enormous degree. From Warsaw to 
Dantzig (sic), for instance, the freight was no less than 7s to 9s 6d, 
whereas we have already seen that our own is no more than 4s per qr. 
Hamburgh, surrounded by the cheap but inferior wheats of ieee 
Austria,’/9 and Hanover, is also the port at which Bohemian or Prague 
wheat is shipped. I presume it comes down the Elbe, and the cost of 
freight is as much as 17s 6d per quarter80, owing to the long inland 
difficult navigation of the Elbe81, A great deal too is brought down82, 
exposed to the changes of the weather83 , in open boats, which are of 
the lightest construction, in order to meet the disadvantage of the shal- 
low water of that river. In the passage, the grain not unfrequently 
becomes wet84 from the rainy weather85, and sprouts, and great loss is, 
of course, the result.86 But he would turn to other exporting ports, 
of which Dantzic (sic) was poEhape the best - although Hamburgh might 
be so named as to quantity. 7 The Baltic freights to which I allude 
are those which prevail at Memel, Dantzig (sic), Rostock, and Konigs- 
berg.88 Odessa also stands high; and the average value of grain there 
was about 40s. As he had shewn that 32s was a remunerating price in 
Canada, they had nothing to fear, moreover, if a larger supply were 
needed in these ports, they could not increase it from the interior, 
owing to the expenses of inland navigation. These lakes were to them 
of the greatest advantage if they would only carry out a consistent 
policy; ahd (sic) by doing so he had endeavored to shew that they had 
nothing to fear from the European market.89 The position I have taken, 
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as to our superiority over European corn growers, will be strengthened 
by the consideration that those nations have little new land to bring 
under cultivation. Under these circumstances, it will appear, that 
having nothing to fear from Europe, our competition must, for the fu- 
ture, be with America, - it is with her the battle is to be fought, and 
we have three years allowed us to make ready for the struggle. In the 
meantime, let us prepare for it — let us reduce our shipping freight by 
increasing our average stocks at the shipping ports,90 and ... increase 
the slides?!, so that we may offer inducements to the ship-owner to 
make his charge lower and more regular, and we shall then, undoubtedly, 
secure the export trade for the whole products of those vast countries, 
in which our mighty waters have their sources. My first resolution 
then is, that, in the opinion of this Committee, it is expedient to re- 
peal so much of the Act of 6 Vic., cap. 31, as relates to the duties on 
wheat .92 


MR. MOFFATT asked from whence the return of the prices in Europe 
had been obtained.93 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY explained it was the return furnished by the 
European Consuls to Lord Palmerston, and that he was also indebted 94 
for ... information regarding European products to an admirable report 
drawn up by Mr. Jones, of Goderich, Commissioner to the Canada Co. I 
should also say, that the immediate diminution in our revenue from the 
alteration in duty, is likely to be considerable, but at the same time 
we may expect a large increase in the receipts on the Welland Canal95, 
in consequence of the increase of trade in that channel, and it was to 
that he more particularly looked to replace the amount of duty on Ameri- 
can wheat.26 I expect nothing from the St. Lawrence Canal, because the 
works on that canal are not finished. The receipts on the Welland 
Canal last year fell off from £27,000 to £19000, showing the great 
fluctuation caused by the falling off in traffic, which I hope to re- 
pair by the present measure. He would therefore move, That it was 
expedient to repeal so much of the act of 6 Vic. cap, 31 as relates to 
a duty of 3s upon the introduction into this Province of American 
wheat.98 1 wish to repeat, that I desire to take the duty off wheat 
merely for exportation99. He had no design to bring it into competi- 
tion with Canadian grain, and did not include produce for consumption - 
not that he feared the result, but his only desire was to increase the 
export trade. He believed it was the interest of the agriculturist to 
establish a settled market for grain; and if they failed to do so, they 
would achieve nothing. It was therefore their duty to obtain a steady 
trade to ensure a certain demand, and the introduction of American 
wheat could never, in any way, affect the prices of Canadian grain.100 


MR. MERRITT rose merely to correct a most extraordinary misapprehen- 
sion which the Hon. Inspector General had fallen into in reference to 
two statements put forward by him (Mr. Merritt.) He (Mr. Merritt) wished 
it to be understood that he had not been guilty of the absurdity of stat- 
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ing one time that the St. Lawrence route was cheaper than that of Lake 
Erie, and of asserting in another publication that it was dearer. The 
last document which he (Mr. Merritt) published, and which had been re- 
ferred to by the hon. Inspector General, went to shew thel0l great ex- 
cess of prices which was paid to the Canadian forwarder as compared with 
the American. That was his reason for excluding the tolls from his cal- 
culation; while the second statement102, his calculation to Lord Stan- 
leyl03, was to shew the greater cheapness of the traffic by the St. Law- 
rence route, if that route were properly managed, as he proposed to do, 
by tug-boats provided by the Government.104 The last document had been 
intended solely to make known the enormous charges of the forwarders, 
and to urge upon the Government the necessity of completing the St. Law- 
rence with a view of reducing those charges as quickly as possible. At 
present the forwarding cost was a great tax on Upper Canada, and forward- 
ers, although they charged 3s per barrel, paid no toll.105 He contended 
that without tug-boats nothing could ever be done with advantage on the 
Canadian Canals.106 


MR. MOFFATT said that he thought it was unnecessary to go into any 
apparent HER Sie Ses between the statementsl0/ made by the Inspector 
General and thel98 hon. member for Lincoln, since those statements did 
not etre to have any material bearing upon the question before the 
Chair.199 In his (Mr. M's.) opinionl10, whether the cost of inland 
navigation and ocean freight were, or were not, higher here than in the 
United States, that question ought to have no influence on the decision 
of the House. The intention of the measure was not to interfere with 
the productions of the Canadian agriculturist, and it was on that ac- 
count that he thought that the advantage or disadvantage which they might 
be supposed to derive from it, might also be fairly left out of consider- 
ation. He was ready to support the motion, but he had hoped to see the 
hon. Inspector General go farther than he had done, and permit the im- 
portation of wheat to be manufactured, in bond, for exportation.lll 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY said that he intended to do so, and would read 
the resolution which was to follow the one he had already proposed. It 
was, "that it is the opinion of this House that it is expedient to im- 
pose a duty of 3s per qr. upon wheat introduced it this Province, ex- 
cept when bonded for exportation, or to be ground in bond."112 


M. ERMATINGER pensait qu'il ne serait pas sage d'en venir a un vote 
sur cette question. Elle était de la plus sérieuse importance pour le 
Canada-Ouest; et nuirait assurément au District qu'il représentait. 
Affirmer par une résolution qu'il était nécessaire de rappeler le droit 
de 3s., était une affaire sur laquelle on ne devait pas passer légére- 
ment.113 Si ce droit est aboli, les fermiers s'en ressentiront tous et 
méme si le commerce de l'ouest, était attiré par ce moyen ce ne serait 
que promouvoir les intéréts du Bas de la Province; il faudrait préparer 
les fermiers 4 cette mesure, et ne pas la leur imposer si subitement .114 
((He also)) made a few remarks upon the motion, under the idea that the 
proposed repeal of the duty applied to corn introduced for the purpose 
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of Canadian consumption.115 
((He was)) set right on that pointl6, 


MR. ERMATINGER proceeded to remark upon the rate which the hon. 
Inspector General had assumed as the average freight from the ports on 
L. Ontario to Montreal.t17 [1 pensait que les taux du fret avaient été 
estimés trop basl18, we had never heard of any such freight as 6d from 
Lake Ontario. He had heard of 6d from Kingston.119 


Cries of where is that? and laughter .120 


MR. ERMATINGER - Hon. members call "question, question," but this was 
one of great importance to Upper Canada, and we ought to understand it 
well before "question" was called, it is a matter too highly interest- 
ing to the farmers and commercial men of Upper Canada to be passed over 
lightly. He considered that for the present we could not expect to have 
a cheap freight in our internal communicationsl!2l, If the commercial 
transactions of the country were increased by this Bill, it would add 
enormously to the monopoly of the forwarders, who had shown, by the ad- 
vertisements which they had recently put forth, that they expected to 
be overloaded with freight.122 They have issued a circular stating 
that they will charge storage up to the 19th of Mayl23, If that were 
the case, the farmers who had been holding back their corn for better 
times,124 ((would continue)) to hold back, ... although the prices may 
now be good, before they can get their Wheat into market they may have 
fallen,!25 ((and they)) would find their profits eaten up by the in- 
creased rates of freight (hear), the whole prices would be eaten up in 
freights and forwarders’ charges.126 He considered that the country 
must have time to prepare for the change.127 


MR. HALL said, that before the hon. member for Middlesex undertook 
to teach others, it would be well if he would apply himself to learn 
some of the doctrines about which he spoke. The hon. gentleman had at- 
tempted to show that if Montreal became a large market for wheat, the 
cost of forwarding and freight would be very much higher than at pre- 
sent. But perhapsl28, if we made a steady and never failing market 
here,129 there were ships enough in England to come for all the corn 
we could export, and perhaps there were merchants enough to send them. 
The fact was that the Canadas raised more wheat than they consumed, and 
therefore the price was regulated by the rates of that market to which 
the surplus was sent. The price depended entirely on the European mar- 
kets, and it would not make the slightest difference to the Canadian 
farmer whether Canada imported or not.130 Si la quantité de grain 4 
exporter était augmentée, il ne comprenait pas que les fermiers pussent 
en souffrir.131 


MR. ROBLIN -— supposed that any remarks that might be made by an indi- 
vidual es the opinions and views that he held!32 would be treated 
very lightly 3, ((and)) would not have much effect upon the House. 134 
But upon a question which affected the interests of the country to so 
great an extent, he thought he should not be doing his duty, if he did 
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not state his reasons for the vote he gave. First, however, he had some 
fault to find with!35 the Inspector General for not having all the reso- 
lutions with respect to the Customs, printed eight or ten days before 
going into Committee upon them,136 ((and)) for having brought this ques- 
tion before the House without giving proper time for its consideration. 
When the honourable gentleman who occupied the post of Inspector General 
last year had brought forward his financial measures, he had condescended 
to have them printed, and placed in the hands of Members, but the honour- 
able Member for Huron had come down that night and had moved one soli- 
tary resolution, without anything to show what was to follow,13/ and 
what other changes it is intended to make in the Custom duties. We are 
therefore debating in the dark; the resolution is a sweeping one and re- 
peals the law imposing a duty on Wheat unconditionally, and perhaps when 
this!38 first resolution ((was)) carried, he might turn round and say 
that that was all he wanted - that he did not care about the rest.139 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY - The intentions of the Government with respect 
to the changes they intend to make in Custom duties, were made known to 
the House and the country, in the speech which he delivered two weeks 
ago, and which had been published in all the papers.+ 0 


MR. ROBLIN - enquired of the Inspector General if he was going to 
take off the duty on Flour? 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY. - No! I have stated what my intentions are 
long enough ago, and all the propositions which I made appeared, at the 
time, in every newspaper in the eity.142 


MR. ROBLIN desired to ask another question: it was, whether the 
wheat which was to come into the Province would go to England as Cana- 
dian flour, and, consequently, free?143 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD —- That will depend on British legislation.144 


oe ROBLIN - The Inspector General does not deign to answer his ques- 
tion. 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY said that the Provincial Parliament had no 
authority in that matter .146 


MR. ROBLIN continued. -— The honourable gentleman hadl47 endeavoured 
to shew us by fine figures that it would remunerate the farmers if they 
obtained 4s. 4d. per bushel for their Wheat; and that Wheat could be 
brought from Lake Ontariol48, to tidter carleee for six pence per bushe1150, 
He (Mr. Roblin), however, would ask any man in the House, who knew any- 
thing of the matter, whether it was not true that for several years it 
had cost at least 1s 4d per barrel to convey flour from Kingston ; 
from the Bay of Quinte, or any port on Lake Ontario to Montreal.152 Let 
the honourable Inspector General do what he liked to reduce forwarding 
ratesl53, the merchants and forwarders have always fleeced the farmers. 
He (Mr. R.) hoped to see the day when the farmers of Upper Canada would 
obtain 4s. 4d. per bushel for their Wheat, but he feared that it will 
be sometime before they get this amount, as the forwarders and merchants 
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will take very good care to have a large slice of the profit. We are 
now asked to repeal a statute, that was passed in consequence of re- 
ceiving a despatch on this subject from the Home Government two or 
three years ago, and after which it was expressly stated that if we 
laid a duty of three shillings a quarter on Foreign Wheat coming into 
our market, that the British Government would receive our's (sic) at a 
low or nominal duty. We had passed an address the other day, request- 
((i))ng an additional boon in the English market, ((a))nd we should wait 
to see what effect the address will have and what are the intentions 

of the British ministry. We are called upon not to follow the example 
of the British Parliament, but to go forward in advance of them, to 
say, we are the men for free trade, at least as respects agricultural 
products - we will set an example to the whole world of unfettered 
commerce. The Inspector General has asked us to make important changes 
with respect to the duty on American Wheat, and he does not know how 

it will go into England. What benefit will it be to the people of Can- 
ada, especially the farmers, if American Wheat goes into England as a 
Foreign article, and only passes through our waters? It would be bet- 
ter to take off the duty altogether and enable the farmer to use the 
American Wheat, and send the Canadian Wheat to the English market; 
thereby he would save two shillings a barrell54, I£ that were done, 
the farmer would have the opportunity of eating the cheap wheat from 
the States, and sending his own Canadian wheat home, where it would go 
in at the low duty.155 He (Mr. R.) wished to wait to see how the mat- 
ter is settled in England; it is sufficient to follow in the wake of 
old England. There is a certain specific amount embarked in commercial 
enterprises in Canada; and if the field of speculation was enlarged, 
the merchants would send their agents to Michigan and Ohio to buy 

their Wheat, instead of purchasing Canadian Wheat. The forwarders 

know that we can only send our flour by the St. Lawrence, and if this 
measure was carried, they would therefore keep our flour in their stores 
for a long time, and use their utmost exertions to bring American 

Wheat through by this route, and thereby the Americans would always 

get the first choice in the market. He (Mr. R.) had seen thousands of 
barrels of Canadian flour and pork lying on the wharves in Kingston, in 
the months of June and July, and the Forwarders all engaged in trans- 
porting American produce, and great quantities of both flour and pork 
were spoiled by being exposed to the heat of the sun. If you are 
determined not to allow the farmer any protection, remove the duty from 
those articles which he consumes and without which he cannot support 
his family; but this does not suit the views of hon. gentlemen, the 
motto is take care of the merchant the forwarder and indeed every class 
but the farmer, and let him take care of himself ,156 


MR. ROBINSON said that the hon. member for Prince Edward had taken 
a popular view of this subject, and his speech would no doubt be very 
appropriate on the eve of an election.15/ Mr. Robinson knew that in 
voting for this motion he was doing an unpopular thing, and one which, 
perhaps, he might have some little fear about doing if he were on the 
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eve of a general election, (hear, hear.) He was one of those people, 
however, who would legislate for the interests of his constituents - 

not for their prejudices; and though the people whom he represented 
would be as much affected by this law as any other constituency could 

be - though there were many of them farmers, like those of the Hon. Mem- 
ber for Prince Edward,158 he had no hesitation in saying that the duty 
ought to be taken off, and he did not fear to meet his constituents on 
the subject.159 He should do what he conceived to be his duty, and 
should trust to be able to convince his friends hereafter that he had 
done them no injury. He had always said that the 3s duty made no dif- 
ference whatever to the Canadian farmer, and he said so for this simple 
reason, that the price in the United States was almost always higher 
than in Canada. There could be no fear that the Americans would bring 
wheat to sell in Canada when they could get a higher price for it in 
their own ports.160 aA friend of his in the Upper Canada Parliament 

used to say that facts speak louder than words; the hon. member for 
Prince Edward might know to whom he alluded, and he would therefore pro- 
duce a statement of prices to provel6l the inutility of the 3s dutyl62, 
When no duty had been imposed, the prices at Rochester and New York 

had been higher than at Canada.!63 He would refer the House to a table 
with which he had been furnished by one of the largest buyers in Upper 
Canada. The table stated the average prices of wheat from 1838 to 

1845. The price in 1838 was 6s 2d, in 1839 it was 5s 83d, in 1840 it 
was 3s 9d, in 1841 4s 2d, and in 1842 5s ld. During those years, when 
there was no duty, the price averaged within a fraction of 5s, as it 

was therefore to be expected that the duty, if it was capable of doing 
any good at all, would have made the price higher164 , But he would 

cite the difference during the three following years after the duty was 
fixedl65, In 1843 the average was 3s 63d, in 1844, 4s 13d, in 1845, 

4s 934.166 He had not got any return for 1846, but, at any rate, during 
that year, there would have been no temptation to bring in American 
wheat from the United States since the prices had been higher on that 
side ((of)) the lakes than on the Canadian side. He could speak of 

that from his own knowledge, - at least he knew that when he was in 
Rochester the price was six cents more than he could have afforded to 
pay. These statements made it very clear that the duty had not afforded 
the farmer that protection for the past, which he was taught to expect 
for the future. An incidental advantage, too, would arise from this 
reduction of duty in the increased facilities which would be obtained 

in engaging ocean freight, for it was a well understood fact, that the 
larger a shipping port could be made, the lower would be the freight. 

He did not think that the Province would immediately derive all the ad- 
vantages from the change which might be eventually expected from it. 

It would be some time before the internal communications of the Province 
would be completed, and it would even then, he feared, be a long time 
before a barrel of flour would be brought for 6d from Kingston to Mont- 
real - he feared that would not be done, until his honourable friend 
opposite had got his tug boats, or until some other similar provision 
had been made. In the meantime, however, he should believe his opin- 
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ions to be correct until the data on which he founded them, were proved 
to be untrue, and, notwithstanding he might be told - as no doubt, he 
would to told -— that he was an enemy to the farmer, he was one of those 
who had always voted in favour of canalsl67 for the improvement of the 
St Lawrence, and was now desirous of seeing tug boats established either 
by private enterprise or by Governmentl68, When the extravagance of the 
expenditure upon them had been complained of, he had always said, and 

he said it still, that he was ready to stake his reputation as a poli- 
tician upon their success. When they were finished, he should be ready 
to admit he had been wrong if it were not found that the price of wheat 
was raised in consequence of the low price at which it could be brought 
to market through those channels. 169 





MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY said, that in answer to the question put by 
the Hon. Member for Prince Edward, as to whether wheat brought into the 
Province would be admitted free in England? he could not do better 
than read an extract from Mr. Gladstone's Despatch, already laid upon 
the table of the House. He then read: "I trust that Canada may large- 
ly avail herself of the advantages which are thus (for I venture to 
anticipate the favourable judgment of Parliament upon these proposi- 
tions about to be submitted to it, on the part of the Crown) about to 
be placed within her reach. The desire of Her Majesty's Government is, 
that the trade in Canada may, in all respects, approach as nearly to 


gencies of the Public Revenue there, may permit. And, in evidence of 
that desire, I may advert to my Despatch No. 19, of the 3rd of February, 
relating to the Provincial duty on the importation of wheat, and may 
again apprize you, that it is not the intention of Her Majesty's Gov- 
ernment to check any disposition which Canada may manifest, should 
such be the case, for the repeal of that duty by the interposition of 


the Prerogative.1/0 


MR. MOFFATT was surprised to find the hon. member for Prince Edward 
making use of the very same arguments against the repeal of this duty 
as had been employed!71 by him (Mr. Moffatt) in 1843 against the im- 
position of the duty.172 In that year it had been said, on this very 
measure, that it was the proper policy of the Canadians to bring in 
the cheap wheat of the United States, and to export their own higher 
priced article to England.173 He was astonished to hear such an ar- 
gument brought forward.174 Yet, after all, what did that argument 
amount to? Simply to this, that no more wheat should be shipped from 
Canada than Canada produced - as if England wanted no more. He would 
reply to the man who advanced that ar ument, 175 take off the duty, and 
let the House assent to the measure, 6 by all means ship as much as 
you have over your own consumption; but, while you do so, do not pre- 
vent others from shipping morel77 through ... ((your)) waters.1/8 
What was the object of the measure before the House? Nothing more than 
to give an opportunity to those who can ship American produce, to do 
so without duty upon its transit through the public works of Canada. 
There was no question that, so long as the Colonies obtained a prefer- 
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ence, in the shape of differential duties in the Mother Country, so 
long American wheat, even going through Canada, would be received as 
foreign. If it were manufactured, however, it would be received as 
Canadian flour, and it was this that would furnish the inducement to 
speculators to introduce American wheat for the purpose of grinding; 
and he could assure the House that all that could be produced in Can- 
ada, and even all that could be passed through it, would not be too 
much for the supply of the English market.1/9 The English market was 
not solely supplied by Canada, and there was no fear of overstocking 
it.180 The hon. gentleman from Prince Edward had found fault with the 
Hon. Inspector General for his estimate of 6d as the price of freight 
from Kingston to Montreal, but the hon. member must remember that the 
ls 4d which he mentioned as the cost of freight included several other 
charges, and when the Hon. Inspector General mentioned this to draw a 
contrast with the cost for the same thing in other countries, he would 
have shown a very unfair statement had he added the costs of ware- 
housing, &c., to that of freight. Perhaps 6d was too low an estimate 
for the freight from Kingston to Montreal; but his hon. friend from 
Prince Edward must not suppose that the charges to which he (Mr. Mof- 
fatt) had adverted were peculiar to Canada, or that they were not equal- 
ly necessary in Europe. He feared that his hon. friend, the Inspector 
General, had shown too favorable a calculation in other respects - he 
was afraid that the hon. gentleman had taken too high a figure as the 
average cost of wheat in European shipping portsl81, than he was per- 
haps authorised to do.182 At least he had rarely known them so high 
as 40s, but of course that would depend upon circumstances, such as 
whether the return was for one year or for a series of years. All 
that, however, he repeated had nothing do to with the question before 
the Chair. If foreign wheat could be carried through the country and 
shipped to England, by all means let it be donel83, The system would 
only lead to poodles: and the House might depend upon it that it would 
not be done unless American wheat could enter into successful competi- 
tion with European.185 That was the business of the merchant. It 
could do no injury to the farmer ,186 


MR. WILLIAMS thought that, under Sir R. Peel's tariff, the induce- 
ment which had hitherto existed to send!8/ American wheat ... for ex- 
por tation188 by the Canadian route would be almost entirely done away 
with. It was only to evade the foreign duty imposed under the old law 
that bread stuffs had gone that way at all. The average foreign duty, 
under the sliding scale, had been about 16s; while the wheat admitted 
here at 3s, ground into flour and shipped at a farther duty of ls per 
barrel, thus got through at a duty, on the whole, of 4s, and saved 12s 
foreign duty. Under the proposed tariff, he asked where that saving 
was to be found? If there was no saving, then he asked what was the 
motive for sending by the St. Lawrence route? There would be none - it 
would be totally destroyed. If there had been no considerable quantity 
sent through that route before, it was absurd to expect that it would 
be when the temptation was removed. Still, though he felt sure that 
the products of the Western country would be shipped at the Atlantic 
ports of the United States, in preference to Montreal or Quebec, he 
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was not disposed to prevent the experiment proposed by the Hon. Inspec- 
tor General from being tried; he would not vote against the motion, but 
if he voted for it, it was only because he believed that it could do 
the farmer no faces because no considerable amount of wheat will in 
future pass through Canada.!90 Of course the hon. member for Prince 
Edward must be aware that flour, the produce of the United States, went 
into England as of Canadian manufacture, under the Imperial Act for the 
encouragement of British shipping, and that that part of the subject 
belonged entirely to the Imperial Legislature: he must say that, in 
the absence of any knowledge as to the manner in which it had been 
treated in that Legislature, he was disposed to think that the present 
motion was somewhat premature. Before he sat down, he could not re- 
frain from expressing his fear that the new British tariff would prove 
highly injurious to Upper Canada, as well in a political as a commercial 
point of view. It was evident that it would lead to evil: for his own 
part, he apprehend((ed)) the most fatal consequences, which he thought 
he saw only to distinctly in the future.t91 But ((he)) hoped he might 
be mistaken.192 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD. —- It is useless now to discuss whether you 
must go forward or not!93, All we know as to the course which will be 
taken by the British Legislature, as to a new commercial arrangement, 
is, that a proposition had been made for an alteration in the scale of 
dutiesl94 which if they are carried into effect, as they undoubtedly 
will be,195 will seriously affect the trade of the inhabitants of this 
Province. We know too, that a proposition is now before the Congress 
of the United States - in fact, that they have passed a law which holds 
out every possible inducement to Canada, to carry its trade through 
their Territory. We know ((t))hat last year, they passed a law which 
was but the prelude to the one of the present Session, by which British 
manufactures can be brought through from New York to Canada, upon the 
mere payment of Colonial duties, and that the new Bill to which I have 
already alluded, grants a free passage through the United States, to 
the whole of our produce, upon the same principle as that on which the 
manufactures of Great Britain came to us.196 When we thus see Sir 
Robert Peel and the United States adoptingl97 such plans as these on 
each side of the Atlantic - when we see that their object is the entire 
change of our commercial system, does it not become us, I ask, to en- 
deavour to devise means - not to postpone nor to arrest this change - 
but to meet the evils which we fear it may bring upon us? I do not in- 
tend, nor would I presume, to enter into a discussion as to the cost of 
the production of grain, or the expense of its carriage to the port of 
shipment in the United States or here; these are matters which belong 
more to the Chancellor of the Exchequer than to me, but I go upon the 
broad principles involved in the motion, and I say, ought we not to 
take some steps to secure to ourselves the carriage, through our pub- 
lic works, of the produce of the vast regions in the Western part of 
this Continentl98, and thereby assist in paying the large amount that 
our public works have cost?199 My honourable friend behind me, says 
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that it will go. Well, I may perhaps be in doubt on that point, though 
I incline to the opinion of my hon. friend, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer; but whether or not, I still return to the question, whether200, 
even supposing we are in doubt, as to the course that we ought to pur- 
sue, in the present emergency, 201 we are to remain quiet and do nothing - 
whether we are to adopt no measure to meet the dangers which threaten 
us? Whether, in short, we are to wait till we hear from England - to 
wait for next season, and to allow 1846 to pass over, and our public 
works to remain without traffic, while we make no exertion, and use no 
activity? No, that is not justifiable, we are bound to take some step 
to save ourselves, and let that be the most judicious that we can mature, 
for the purpose of averting the impending danger. What is it that is 
proposed? It is proposed to secure to ourselves the aaa of Ameri- 
can wheat and flour, from the West to the place of shipment 02 ((in)) 
England203, and further to encourage the introduction of American wheat 
into the Province for the purpose of being ground by our millers. Now, 
if we can accomplish this two-fold object, we shall, I think, do no in- 
jury to the farmer; and though I represent a city, I cannot conceal from 
myself the importance of protecting the agricultural interests of the 
country, nor would 1204 give ... ((my)) consent to any measure299 which 
I thought likely to subvert them. I believe, Sir, on the contrary, that 
we shall assist the agriculturist - that the commercial and agricultural 
interests are so closely connected, that whatever furthers the one must 
further the other; and I repeat, that if we can secure the two-fold ob- 
ject of which I have spoken, we shall give full employment to our ship- 
owners, to our forwarders, to our millers, and to our manufacturers, 

and we shall benefit the entire community by putting into the country, 
just so much money as we shall add value to the grain that goes through 
our hands. The question with me is, will this measure injure the agri- 
culturist? and I answer it by saying, that if I am right in believing 
that wheat , 206 for the last three or four years207, has been higher in 
the American ports than in our own - that then the farmer need appre- 
hend no danger from the change. If wheat is higher in the United States 
than in Canada, it will never be imported here from thence. If the 
price of wheat in the United States were 2s 6d, and in Canada 3s 9d, 

I should even then, say, that you ought to pass this measure; for a 
buyer in Europe would not be ignorant of this difference of price - he 
would not come to Canada for his wheat, but he would purchase it in the 
United States, and its effect in the European markets would be to lower 
the prices of Canadian produce, without doing good to any Canadian in- 
terest. That, however, is not the case; the price in America is higher 
than it is here, and, as a consequence, our farmers are safe from Ameri- 
can competition: it will rather go from us to them than come from them 
to us. I know the imposition of the duty on wheat has been considered 
all along a very proper : popular 209 , and valuable measure; but if 

no duty had been imposed, our prices, I believe, would have been at least 
as high as they have been; and I believe that, Sir, because of the evi- 
dence that I see of the fact, that prices were higher before than they 
have been since its imposition. With these opinions I am prepared to 


678 


vote for a trial of this experiment, and I believe that the experiment 
will be successful. I believe, from all the information that I have 
been able to gain from gentlemen who possess a knowledge on these sub- 
jects - and I have not been slothful - that we shall be able to make 
arrangements which will inevitably draw the produce of the West through 
our waters to the place of shipment, instead of through those of the 
United States. I support the measure, Sir, for the same reason that I 
opposed the bill introduced last night by the honourable Member for 
Essex; for while I hear persons deprecating the recent English measures, 
and lamenting the effect of the American measure, I am astounded that 
any one should propose to adopt a policy which will not only not encour- 
age traffic through the Province, but which will induce it to diverge 
from our line, and go off through the United States. I, Sir, would 
allow no facility to go from us, but would do everything in my power 

to make foreigners come here themselves, and send their produce to our 
market by our own routes.210 If American wheat were allowed to be 
bonded, an immense amount will go through our waters to England and 
thus we will secure a large part of the carrying trade of the Great 
West21l1, {I will give no encouragement to divert trade from us; but 

if, after all, it is diverted - and I believe that, like water, it will 
always seek its natural channels - I shall, at least, have the satis-— 
faction of knowing that I did nothing to produce so unfortunate a re- 
sult.212 Under this impression he would vote for the motion. 


MR. SEYMOUR said that the reasoning of the hon. Inspector General 
was all very well upon paper, but would be likely to turn out very 
differently in its practical result. The result would be this, that 
the214 Millers, who were the principal wheat buyers, would supply 
themselves from the United States, instead of purchasing from the 
Upper Canada farmer or merchant a and the farmer would be unable to 
sell his wheat in Montreal on account of the state of the carrying 
trade.216 An increased quantity being introduced before the Public 
Works were completed, would cause the Forwarders to increase the rate 
of freight ona... ((barrel)) of Flour from Kingston to Montreal from 
the present high rate of two shillings to the enormous rate of three 
shillings per barrel, which had been charged on a former occasion, 
which increase would come out of the pocket of the farmer. Again the 
rate of freight charged upon flour from Montreal across the Atlantic 
would in all probability be increased from three shillings sterling, 
which is considered a paying price, to perhaps six shillings or seven 
shillings sterling, which increase must also come out of the pocket 
of the Upper Canada farmer or merchant.2!/ Then again, the hon. In- 
spector General had showed that 4s. 4d.218 would be a good price for 
the farmer2l19 on the shores of Lake Ontario220, But he (Mr. Seymour ) 
would put it to the House, whether any farmer on Lake Ontario ever re- 
ceived more than 4s? If that were so, how could the Inspector General 
say that they got 4s. 4d.2212 If the Government would guarantee those 
prices he (Mr S.) would support the measure, but the fact was, that 
nowithstanding (sic) that there had been deficient crops in Europe, 
the average price for the last four years in Upper Canada, had not been 
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more than four shillings per bushel.222 He did not mean to say but 

some measure of this kind may be necessary after the completion of the 
Public Works; but at present he Beene eee the honorable member was pre- 
mature in introducing ... ((it)) before.... ((then)). If he had waited 
till then, he (Mr. Seymour) would perhaps have supported him, - but in 
the present condition of those works, he certainly should vote against 
this measure. 


MR. BALDWIN took it for granted from what he had observed in the 
House, that the motion before the chair would be passed; but he de- 
sired to say a few words upon the turn which some persons seemed dis- 
posed to give to the debate.225 He regretted to hear the subject of 
debate treated in a manner calculated to create an impression that the 
agricultural and commercial interests of the country were in some mea- 
sures rivals to be advanced or depressed at each others expense seas 
if it were possible that one should be opposed to the other, or one 
favoured more than the other22/, For his part he had always viewed them 
and should continue to do so as mutually dependent upon one another. 
This he believed to be the case generally with all the great interests 
of every country (hear, hear) and he did not believe Canada to form any 
exception to the rule.228 The measure adopted by the House ought to be 
for the benefit of all. At the same time, he must say that he was not 
prepared to vote for the resolution229 of the Hon. the Inspector Gen- 
eral on the present occasion230, It was very probable that the doctrines 
of free trade were correct, and that the country might be driven ultim- 
ately to adopt them - there was no doubt, in fact, that free trade, in 
the abstract, might be maintained on sound principles of commerce231l 
generally but he for his part could not. see that the adoption of them 
by the mother country was any cause of particuarl (sic) satisfaction to 
us.232 As far as Canada was concerned, it must be remembered that pro- 
tection had been hitherto part of the Colonial system, and that, there- 
fore, she, at least, had no reason to rejoice in the triumph which free 
trade principles were obtaining in England. On the contrary, so long 
as protection was continued, 233 however it worked for others ((it)) was 
undoubtedly productive of advantage to ourselves.234 The Colonists 
were the gainers, but as it was about to be removed, it was right that 
the matter should be fairly met, so as to make the change fall on the 
Colony as lightly as possible and ... ((to minimize the injurious ef- 
fects on the colony that)) its first introduction was calculated to in- 
flict.235 It was true that being in itself an artificial system we 
could not look forward to it as likely to be lasting. And now that 
the change had come by the action of a power over which we had no con- 
troul it becomes us to look our altered circumstances manfully in the 
face and avail ourselves of the interval that was yet to elapse before 
this change in all its consequences was to be visited upon us in en- 
deavouring as far as possible to countervail the evil effects that were 
likely to arise to us out of it. But we are bound to do this with cau- 
tion, and ... in a manner calculated to satisfy as far as possible 
those whose interests may be affected by what we are about to do, or 
who at all events will themselves believe that their interests have been 
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materially affected by the measure. It might be, as the hon. Inspector 
General had said, that the change now proposed would not affect the 
farming interests of the country as that interest itself apprehended. 

It might be that from the state of the markets in the United States, or 
other circumstances, the duty on wheat and flour altogether had not, 
during the time it had existed, been productive of the advantage to 

our farmers that they had themselves anticipated from it or supposed 
that it produced. All this might be perfectly true, and yet it might 
not be wise, and in his opinion was not wise, to interfere with that 
duty in the manner now proposed. Such a proposition ought at least to 
be accompanied by other measures which would show the farmers of the 
country that their interests had not been lost sight of, and convince 
them that they had not been sacrificed to any other interests. (Hear.) 
He would remind hon. gentlemen that upon the grounds now advocated, 

the adoption of this proposition could not have produced any more in- 
jury to the farmers if it had taken place last year, than if it had be 
(sic) adopted this. And yet, he well recollected that all those who have 
generally taken upon themselves in this House to keep a special eye to 
the agricultural interest, such for instance as the hon. member for 
Durham and others, had during the last session been loud in deprecat- 
ing236 the proposition of the hon. member for Simcoe, to admit wheat 
free to be manufactured into flour. That proposition was opposed be- 
cause it was considered the first step towards237 the total repeal of 
the duty238, ((and)) the introduction of a change in a law which was 
held to be of so much importance to the farmers of the country.239 Now, 
however, he found the hon. gentlemen to whom he alluded, and particular- 
ly the hon. member for Durham, speaking in a very altered tone, and in 
fact if he did not misuuderstand (sic) them, giving a sort of tacit as- 
sent to the measure. He therefore, took it for granted that the reso- 
lution of the honourable the Inspector General, for taking off the duty, 
now before the Committee would be adopted. (Hear, hear.) He did not 
therefore, desire to trespass unecessarily (sic) on the time of the Com- 
mittee. All he wished, was to prevent its being supposed that he had 
acquiesced in the measure. It might be, atht (sic) in the altered posi- 
tion of the country, it would be necessary to deal with the duty on 
Wheat with a view to its repeal. But the imposition of that duty had 
been long struggled for by the farmers of the country, and when obtained 
though not amounting to all that they had sought, it had upon the whole, 
been considered by them as a great boon249, That being the view which 
had been uniformly taken in the country ever since the existing law had 
prevailed,241 and notwithstanding all the abstract reasoning of the hon. 
Iuspector (sic) General on the subject, he (Mr. Baldwin)242 was not pre- 
pared to interfere with its provisions243 ((and)) give his vote for 

the repeal without, at the same time, shewing the farmers of the coun- 
try that something at least in the shape of an adequate equivalent, had 
been given them for the loss of what they deemed so great a good, either 
by the removal of duties on articles of their consumption or such other 
relief as would convince them that their interests had not been disre- 
garded. In these views he was happy to find that all the agricultural 
members were not against him but that his hon. friend from Prince Ed- 
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ward (Mr. Roblin) concurred with him244 unless it could be shown that 
the farmers were to have compensation for their loss it might be true, 
as the hon. member for Simcoe had said, that the act did not confer so 
much benefit on the farmer as the latter imagined, but that was no rea- 
son for altering the law at the present moment. If a general scheme by 
which the farmer was to be relieved were adopted, it might afterwards 
become necessary to modify this law or to take off the duty altogether, 
but in the absence of any manifestation of a design to give the farmer 
an equivalent245 ((et)) comme on proposait un changement sans montrer 
aucunement les avantages qui en résulteraient, il était dans la néces- 
sité de voter contre la résolution246 of the hon. the Inspector Ceneral 
for taking off the duty on Wheat as proposed by her Majesty's Provin- 
cial Ministers. 247 Though he believed, as he had said before, his op- 
position would be of no avail,248 i1 préférait laisser aux membres 
agriculteurs 4 exposer leurs vues. 249 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER thought it by no means foreign to the pre- 
sent question, to enquire who were the consumers of agricultural pro- 
duce? Was it not the inhabitants of the towns and the people engaged 
in trade and manufactures? Where would the consumers be if there were 
none of that class - what could be more injurious to the farmers (sic) 
than to diminish its numbers under an erroneous idea that he was pro- 
tecting himself?250 ((I1)) demanda 4 M. Baldwin quel dommage souffri- 
raient les agriculteurs du rappel de ce droit.251 To go a little far- 
ther he would ask how, without this class, and without the traffic 
which they carried on, the Province was to pay the expenses of the pub- 
lic service?252 I1 fallait payer la dette qui pesait sur la province - 
et pour cela avoir ces revenus - que les canaux nous fourniraient ce((s)) 
revenus.223 How would it be possible to supply the place of the reven- 
ues produced by the public works, if the trade through those works were 
destroyed?254 L'hon. membre aimerait-il mieux ... voir taxer les terres 
pour payer cette dette.299 It was for these considerations that he 
would vote for the resolution now before the chair. 256 


MR. COLVILLE said that if he believed with the hon. gentleman for 
the Fourth Riding, that the duty now proposed to be repealed was an 
advantage to the farmer, he should hesitate long before he voted for 
the motion; but he believed it never had been a benefit hitherto, and 
that, in the altered circumstances of Canadian trade, it would be any- 
thing but a benefit hereafter. He held it to be an indisputable axiom, 
that it was for the advantage of the country to have ... ((the)) large 
carrying trade25/ of the Great West258 passing down the St. Lawrence, 
and he supposed no one would deny, that if the 3s. duty remained upon 
the introduction of wheat intended for exportation, that trade would be 
lost. Whether taking the duty off would insure it, was another ques- 
tion; but by keeping the duty on, it would certainly cease.2 


MR. ROBINSON - The sooner the farmers know what they may expect the 
better, for then they will prepare for it. He (Mr. R.) knew that the 
full benefit of this measure would not be derived from it, until our 
canals were completed; but still he thought it better that the duty 
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should be repealed now, so that all might be induced to make the requi- 
site preparations. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER - The importance of the question before the chair, 
renders it my duty to say a few words upon it, though in general I do 
not interfere in questions involving calculations261. He was by no means 
an adept at figures, in fact he never pretended that his head was a figure 
head. (Laughter) . 262 I agree with the hon. member for the Fourth Riding 
that the present resolution ought not to be looked at as a party ques- 
tion, nor as a question which regards the interests of a class as dis- 
tinguished from the interests of the country at large; I only find fault 
with his speech because he did not follow up those observations, by 
treating the question - not as it may or may not benefit the farmer, but 
as it may or may not benefit the entire community. I desire to show 
the necessity imposed upon us by the altered circumstances in which we 
are placed - for I entertain no more doubt of the passing of Sir Robt. 
Peel's measure, than of the fact that I am addressing this Committee - 
to enquire what will be the effect of the alteration, and to provide ((a)) 
cure for what is universally looked upon os (sic) an evil of the greatest 
consequence. The first evil expected from the change is that we shall 
cease to enjoy the certainty we now possess of a good market, where we 
can always obtain a remunerating price for our agricultural produce. 
The next is a consequence of the other, - it is expected the falling 
off in the revenues of the Province, owing to the fact that the dimin- 
ished price obtained for our own commodities, will necessarily produce 
a diminution in our means of purchasing the goods which we take from 
other countries, and the reduction in the customs from which our funds 
arise. I take it that these two are the leading propositions to be con- 
sidered, it would be easy to enter into more prolonged details, but I 
suppose that they must all be classed under one of these two heads. 
Now it must be admitted on all hands that this evil by which we are 
threatened from our markets ceasing to be protected by differential 
duties, is one entirely beyond our control; but it seems to be well 
worth while to enquire if the 3s. duty, which we now seek to repeal, 
was imposed for the protection of the British. Let hon. gentlemen look 
back to the circumstances under which this duty was first levied and 
they will be obliged to admit that it was for the protection of the lat- 
ter; because263 in fact it was made264 the condition upon which Canadian 
produce was allowed to enter the English ports at a low rate of duty. 
If then the Imperial Government take off our protection at the end of 
three years, it is for us to ask ourselves why we should retain a law, 
formed to encourage Imperial and not Colonial interests. (Hear, hear.) 
Having established the fact that the duty was not imposed for our Col- 
onial interests, we ought certainly to consider whether it does benefit 
them, in order that we may grapple at once with the anticipated changes. 265 
The duty was never any benefit to Canada. Hon. members should then ask 
themselves what was the benefit of continuing the old system266, We can- 
not shut our eyes to the fact that it is the avowed policy of every poli- 
tician, who is at all likely to attain to the direction of public affairs 
in England, to break down the existing commercial system. 26 No matter 
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who were in power in England, the people of this country would stand 
alone. (Hear, hear.) Protection had ceased to be a principle of Col- 
onial policy, and we should consequently look a-head.268 Is it not 
then right that we should do our best to learn to walk alone, since we 
know that our peculiar advantages will cease from the moment this policy 
begins to take effect. - The consequences of the movement are evident - 
they will affect not only our farming interests, but those of our trade 
and our revenues, and if the basis on which our trade and revenues are 
built is about to be removed, it is our bounden duty to our country and 
to our own characters, to look around for the means of giving it a new 
foundation and increased stability. We have three years notice; shall 
we stand by and look on while that comes which we cannot avert? We can- 
not avert the act; shall we not try to avert the consequences ((s))?269 
We should see at once to the means of neutralizing them.2/9 While it 
is clear that the prices of our commodities in Great Britain cannot be 
influenced by any legislation of our own, and while it is equally clear 
that the legislation of Great Britain points to a policy which will 
withdraw all Broeiae a from us, is it not right2/l ((of)) the Inspec- 
tor General2/2 to set before you those calculations, which show, that 
we have no reason to fear that we shall compete with other producers on 
unfavourable terms in the British market?273 No argument had been used 
against what he ((the Inspector General)) had advocated.2/4 Is it not 
an argument for the measure proposed, to show that notwithstanding all 
the advantages we shall lose, we may still, by its means, be able to 
compete with advantage, in the markets to which we have been accustomed 
to send our produce? That in fact we possess advantages over our com- 
munication, and foreign transport - in other words that the average 
price arising from the expense of raising the grain, of sending it to 
the port of shipment, and from there to the consuming country, compar- 
ing one producing country with another is greatly in our favour. That 
point being admitted, we should next direct our attention to our in- 
ternal trade, and here I contend that statistics show us clearly, that 
the quantity of bread-stuffs imported to Great Britain from Canada is 
but a fractional part of the whole; and I argue from that, that we 
should seek to increase that quantity, not by admitting an increase of 
importation in the articles which come into competition with our own 
producers, but by inducing foreign commodities to come through our wa- 
ters to be shipped for the British market. Great Britain tells us 

that in three years she will admit all corn on the same terms - that 
she will not take ours upon better conditions than she will accord to 
that of European and American growth: what we have to hope for, then, 
is that we may find means to get into the market in a manner not infer- 
ior to them. Is there any reason why we should not - is there any rea- 
son in the nature of her climate or the conditions of her soil, why 
Upper Canada with the Lakes275, Ontario, Erie,2/76 and the St. Lawrence 
for her high road, should not send her produce to market as cheaply, 

or even more cheaply than the United States? I, Sir, have always be- 
lieved, with the hon. member for Lincoln, that the St. Lawrence is a 
cheaper route than any the Americans possess: the smaller quantity of 
lockage, and the fact that the lockage is always downwards from a higher 


684 


level, present an argument in favour of that view which appears to me 
absolutely irrefragable2// ((and an argument)) furnished by nature.2/8 
If this be so, then I contend that we have the279 cheapest280 means of 
communication for conveying to the ocean all the produce of the immense 
basin of our inland sea - for the Welland Canal had made Lakes Erie and 
Ontario one vast basin281, where all the products of the West intended 
for exportation would be collected; because they could be brought there 
at the cheapest rate.282 The produce being once in that reservoir, 

the question is how it is to be got out again.283 It was trade of this 
description which had made Oswego284, It must pass down by the Welland 
Canal and the St. Lawrence, to Montreal, or through the Oswego and Erie 
Canals to New York: now, which of these two routes is the shortest 

and cheapest? Unquestionably that by the St. Lawrence, and having got 
this advantage partly by nature, which gives us the facility of locking 
constantly downwards peta by art, which has constructed our gigantic 
works — then, I ayers that ii 2... (Cis)) “a proper Tine of palicy to 
throw every facility to bring this produce down ... ((our)) waters, 286 
But hon. gentlemen object that we shall injure our farmers in their own 
markets, by bringing American produce into competition with theirs. If 
that opinion and the doctrine drawn from it, be sound, I say, Sir, that 
the whole Province will have to regret that it ever embarked in the 
making of these Canals. That argument should have been proposed and 
listened to in 1841, for the expense which we have gone to, and which 
we shall yet have to go to, is one for which our inland trade will 
never repay us. Sooner or later, the turn for changes in other trades 
must come. We must enlarge the sphere of our import trade, sir, as well 
as that of our export.287 ((We)) would therefore be required to take 
off duties from exports as in England.288 [I see what is coming, and 

I tell the people of this Province that it is no use shutting their 
eyes to the fact - that if they cannot make our works pay for their 
cost, we had better declare ourselves bankrupt and repudiate at once. 

I ask you to look a little farther than the interest of the moment, - 

I ask you to look beyond the prejudices of this or that class, and to 
consider that the capitalist will not go to the United States to buy 
grain unless he have a motive for doing so. Notwithstanding the high 
character and the patriotism of the British merchant - and no man 
values that character more than I do, though I may now allude to it 

by way of pleasantry - notwithstanding the patriotism of the British 
merchant, he will always to go the cheapest market for the commodities 
which he requires, but if the wheat of the United States is usually 
higher than wheat is here, we can have nothing to fear from the Ameri- 
cans, in our market - nothing to dread for Canadian wheat in the mar- 
kets of Great Britain. We shall always have the advantage of being 
nearer than our neighbours - there will always be a difference in the 
price of transit in our favour, and if this be an argument for our suc- 
cess now, how much more unanswerable does it become when we apply it 

to the future.289 Canada should, therefore, endeavour to extend these 
advantages. 290 Sir, there is no want of capital in Great Britain to 
invest in any trade that justifies its investment.291 There would be 
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always persons ready to embark in the trade.292 There is no want of 
means or will, to purchase largely293 of wheat294 for the supply of the 
English market, so that the supply will very speedily equal the demand, 
and the trade will flow through our channels in a volume of which, at 
present, we can form no conception.295 But if the trade were narrowed 
to what the colony would produce, and the canals kept closed, specula- 
tors would look in another direction. This should be the case, be- 
cause while the imports into England was two and a half millions of 
quarters the colony only furnished 300,000. By proper Legislation this 
city, the capital of Canada, could be made the grand emporium for the 
produce of the Western country, but if the doors were kept closed it 
could not be so, the present flourishing revenue which furnished a sur- 
plus after paying the debt would be greatly reduced, and recourse should 
be had to that worst of all systems, direct taxation to meet the defi- 
ciency. As to the admission that freights would be more expensive be- 
cause more goods would come down; he considered it an unanswerable ar- 
gument in favor of the resolution, for the more carrying trade they had 
the more competition there would be and the greater would be the re- 
duction of freights. 296 It is with this view that I shall support my- 
self, and that I call upon the House to. support, the resolution of the 
hon. Inspector General.297 He (Mr. Draper) had dealt with the question 
without reference to figures and had submitted whnt (sic) he concived 
(sic) to be the main points which demanded attention. 298 


M. CAUCHON se leva pour répondre a l'honorable procureur général 
Draper.... ((11)) observa qu'avant d'adopter une mesure de cette im- 
portance, il fallait du temps et de la réflexion.299 Les ministres 
voulaient faire passer cette mesure avec trop de précipitation. 300 


M. AT. GEN. SMITH dit qu'il était prét a donner le temps que l'on 
réclamait.391 ((11)) dit que le ministére ne voulait pas presser la 
mesure, et qu'on l'ajournerait s'il était nécessaire.302 


M. CAUCHON répliqua qu'il était bien singulier que 1"honorable peer 
cureur-général vint déclarer, 4 cette heure avancée de la soirée393, 
qu'il était prét a donner du temps, lorsqu'on avait déja répondu 
plusieurs fois par le silence a4 ceux des membres qui, plusieurs heures 
auparavant, avaient demandé du temps;394 qu'il n'était plus temps main- 
tenant de différer la question; que le ministére ne consentait au délai 
que parce qu'il se sentait en minorité.305 11 continua de parler pour 
prouver que nous ((citoyens des deux Canadas)) n'étions pas en position 
d'adopter une pareille mesure, avant de savoir si l'Angletrrre, fesant 
disparaftre la protection pour nous d'un coté, de l'autre élargirait 
pour nous les voies du commerce en nous donnant le droit d'aller ache- 
ter sur les marchés étrangers et en admettant dans nos ports les vais- 
seaux de toutes les nations. 306 


MR. CHALMERS - There has been a great discussion on this subject, 
and much of it has been to little effect. Without doubt this is the 
natural channel and the cheapest, and if we were in a peaceable state 
with our neighbours he did not know but what he would support the mo- 
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tion. But under present circumstances, when we almost expect news of 
war every mail, it is time for us to be loading our guns, instead of 
offering encouragement to Americans to pass through our territory with 
their produce.307 From his position as a Representative of an Agri- 
cultural constituency, he did not feel himself justified in voting at 
the present time for the resolution before the House. 39 


MR. G. MACDONELL (Dundas) said, when the Assessment Bill had been 
brought forward, he had considered it as an unjust interference with the 
privileges of the Districts of Upper Canada by the imposition of taxes 
which they alone had the right to levy; he thought the course taken by 
the Government on that occasion unaided by a single petition for the 
change, as an improper one, and as such he had opposed it. But at the 
same time he had stated that if the Government under pressing political 
circumstances at any time considered themselves bound to present to the 
House any measure in its operation directly disadvantageous to the peo- 
ple, but yet that would at length tend to alleviate their burdens, he 
would vote with them. In redemption of that pledge he was now pre- 
pared to go for the resoultion before the House. And although he rep- 
resented an Agricultural constituency, and they might consider this mea- 
sure as affecting their interests yet he could not shut his eyes to the 
fact that399 the great investment made in our public works will be lost 
unless we attract attention towards them, in the manner proposed by 
the hon. Insp. Gen.310 It was from these works that we expected to 
derive our future revenue and when he knew the many claims before the 
Administration for assistance in public improvements, he could not clog 
their action on this occasion, but by giving them his support now he 
hoped that he should contribute to enable Ministers to carry out that 
which they believed to be for the permanent good of the Province, and 
which should place in their power the means of granting the prayer of 
the many petitions now before them, and which they might expect to re- 
ceive hereafter for31l grants for further improvements, 312 in the means 
of internal communication. 313 


MR. GOWAN said that as the Representative of one of the largest 
Agricultural Counties in the Province, he felt bound to make a few 
observations on this subject314, ((and)) hoped he would be excused 
((for them)) .315 He was much pleased with the remarks of the member 
for Dundas, they did much credit to him.316 He ((Mr. Gowan)) would 
not have troubled this House, 317 ((but)) the Speech of the member for 
Montmorenci318, the leader of Her Majesty's opposition319, had placed 
the question in its proper position320,. He ((Mr. Cauchon)) had not 
discussed the question on its merits321, He had endeavoured to make 
it a party question; he had been the member who openly combatted it 
on party grounds322, and as he had done so, he (Mr. G.) would see that 
this side of the House, that the ministry would not cower under the 
question.323 And if he ((Mr. C.)) wished to make it a party question, 
he should have a party vote upon it,324 within an hour; as for himself 
he intended to ask for a delay, but he would not now do so, since it 
might seem as if the ministry were afraid to come to a vote.32)2 The 
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defeat he ((Mr. C.)) would now sustain would convince him that however 
gentlemen on this side of the House might differ upon a question of 
general expediency, yet if it was to be debated not on its merits, not 
upon its importance or interest to the country, but as a mere party 
thing, they could meet it unanimously. The member for Montmorenci had 
accused the Administration of attempting to force this resolution through 
the House, and when the Attorney General East had offered to grant delay 
if it was required, in what spirit had it been met? "No! No!" he cried 
"you count before you speak, you wish for delay, because you find your 
own party are against you, and you are going to be beaten." The hon. 
gentleman wanted a party vote, and a party vote he shall have. (Cheers.) 
But it would have been better if hon. members on the other side had re- 
ceived this question in a different manner; it would have been more be- 
coming if in a matter affecting the general interests of the country 

so seriously they had met it with argument, and decided upon it with 
honest convictions of rectitude. (Cheers.) For his own part he had 
been undecided, and wavering between two propositions, one laid down 

by the Inspector General, and the other which he had been revolving in 
his own mind. The Inspector General was in favor of an immediate and 
total reduction of the duty on wheat; but he (Mr. Gowan,) had conceived 
that as the British ports would not be thrown open to the world for 
three years, and during that time the colonies were to enjoy a protec- 
tive duty, a reduction of one half the present charge would hold out a 
sufficient inducement for American produce to pass through our waters. 
He had considered this the better course as likely to effect a great 
increase in the amount brought through Canada, and a consequent augmen- 
tation of the revenue, which, by the Government plan, would be taken 
away altogether. The object of the Inspector General was by inducing 
the transmission of American produce through our Canals to increase 

the revenue derived from those sources, and at the same time give a 
great increase to the commerce of the country; and perhaps the view of 
the means necessary to effect those objects taken by the Inspector Gen- 
eral, was more enlarged and statesmanlike than his. Under the consid- 
erations which he had before expressed, he had been about to ask of 

the Administration to postpone the consideration of the resolution be- 
fore the House until Monday, by which day it was probable that the House 
would be in possession of the news from England, and some action on the 
part of the Imperial Government might be found to have rendered legis- 
lation on the matter unnecessary. But seeing the construction which 
the opposition were prepared to put on such delay, he would not ask 
that concession, but would be prepared to vote at once326 ((and)) to 
support the ministry. 32/ 


MR. CAUCHON. - "Allons donc."328 


MR. GOWAN. - There appears to be something very witty in that ex- 
pression of “Allons donc" with which the gentleman opposite, the 
leader of the opposition is so fond of interrupting members. What 
was the meaning of it - was it another word for cochon - for a little 
impudent pig? - (Order! order!)329 


688 


MR. CAUCHON said the remarks of the member for Leeds were very un- 
gentlemanly. 3 0 


MR. McCONNELL said that when the discussion had commenced, and he 
heard so much about331 the farmer and protection, and about wheat ,332 
which was the staple of Upper Canada, he listened attentively expecting 
that the next thing he would hear would be concerning cattle.... He 
had felt a little alarmed when he heard it proposed to take the duty off 
wheat, and he thought he should be obliged to vote against it333, He ... 
considered that in Lower Canada, we required protection for our cattle, 
... the staple commodity ... of the Eastern Townships, and he was there- 
fore disposed to maintain the duty on American wheat334 , but when how- 
ever he found that it was only to affect wheat passing through this 
Colony for exportation, and that it was not to enter into competition 
with or injure the Canadian farmer, he thought after all he should be 
able to vote for it.335 The arguments of the Attorney General had a 
strong effect upon his mind, he had reminded us that we will not, with- 
out this measure, be able to pay the public debt contracted for the 
public works, and that we will be forced either to repudiate or lay 
direct taxes. To obviate this, he ... would vote for the motion.336 


MR. DEWITT said the subject was of very great importance to the 
country, and if time was desired by any honorable member to make up 
his mind, he thought it should be granted. For himself he wished the 
consideration to be postponed for a few days. 337 


MR. JOHNSTON said, all this trouble and angry discussion had been 
brought about by Mr. "Allons donc" over there. It certainly must be a 
very intelligent constituency which sent him to Parliament. Everyone 
knew that a pig was the dirtiest animal that ran about the streets, 
but he was the worst specimen of the swinish multitude he, (Mr. J.,) 
had ever seen - (Order, order.)338 


M. MERRITT dit que ce ne pouvait @tre une question de parti; que ce 
serait absurde.339 He hoped Ministers would consent to Pog Shane this 
question for a few days, for the object was not understood. 340 


MR. BOULTON hoped Ministers would not postpone this matter after 
what had taken place that night; he hoped they would insist upon the 
vote, because it had been made a party question. The member for the 
Fourth Riding of York had thought proper to give the debate this turn, 
he had seen two or three members on this side wavering, and had seized 
upon the opportunity to get up and speak against the immediate neces- 
sity of the alteration proposed, but he had taken good care not to 
commit himself by bringing forward one single argument to meet those 
which had been given in favor of the resolution, or to support the posi- 
tion he himself proposed to take. That gentleman wanted a party vote, 
then a party vote let him have, and let us see which party is34l the 
strongest - and let them rule.342 The measure under consideration 
could not affect the Canadian farmer, it could interfere with his in- 
terests in no one way343, as the price of wheat has, for a few years 
past, been lower in Canada than in the United States.344 Nor did the 
opposition on the other side of the House spring from any such idea, 
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but on the contrary it had birth in no other motive than an attempt to 
take advantage of a division of opinion in the Ministerial ranks.345 


MR. R. MACDONALD (Cornwall) was prepared to vote on this question, 
but considering the great interests it involved, he would not have op- 
posed a postponement had it been asked in good faith346, When so great 
a change is to be made as that proposed by the resolution, time ought 
to be allowed to consider the subject in all its bearings CII) 
aurait préféré voir la discussion différée d'une journée ou deux .34 
He did not pin his faith to the Administration, he was not prepared to 
follow merely because they led, nor were his friends around him; they 
wanted reasons for their conduct, they wished to be convinced by argu- 
ment of the necessity of any change proposed, and would not run like a 
flock of sheep because one ran before them. He hoped that members on 
the other side were the same, but he feared it was very different with 
them. - He believed that during the last ten minutes there had been a 
great change in the opinions of some hon. gentlemen near him who had 
been opposed to the passage of the resolution before the House; the in- 
tention and scope of the resolution was not perfectly understood on 
either side of the House, and he believed if they were it would be car- 
ried unanimously. He was on this occasion prepared to follow the lead- 
ers of his party349. He (Mr. M'D) was proud of ... ((them)) for350 they 
had come down to the House with unanswerable arguments in support of 
most statesmanlike views35l1, and had met the emergency with the bold 
and determined spirit that it required352. But how had they been met? 
No attempt had been made to shake the position they had taken; no ar- 
gument had been brought forward to controvert anything they had stated; 
no better proposition had been made, in fact no proposition at all had 
been made by the other side to meet the crisis in our commerical af- 
fairs; no reasons had been stated against the truth and necessity of the 
great principles which the House had heard expounded that night, by the 
members on the Opposition Benches. The hon. member for the Fourth Rid- 
ing of York353, the leader of the opposition ... had sought to make this 
a party question; he had seen a little division in the Ministerial ranks, 
and he rose up and merely stated that he would not vote for the motion354, 
He was not prepared, at this moment, to vote for the resolution —- he 
was not prepared, forsooth! - for what was he prepared? He had given 
no reasons why he was not prepared to vote; he had brought forward no 
objection to the course proposed to be taken by members; he had offered 
no suggestion of what he thought a better scheme - but he was not pre- 
pared. Would Lord John Russell, or any great statesman or leader of a 
party in the British House of Commons, get up in his place, and meet a 
question affecting the commercial policy of the country, with such a 
sorry statement as that - he was not prepared. He was not prepared to- 
night, and why? - because he conceived that he had an opportunity to 
overturn the Ministry. If Ministers went out upon that question, and 
that: hon. gentleman were called upon to take the reins of Government, 
one of the very first measures which he would bring before that House 
would be this, for which he said he was not now prepared to vote. The 
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alteration of circumstances would make a wonderful change in his state 
of preparation; and it would be quite extraordinary how soon his con- 
victions would ripen into action under the sun of office. To make use 
of a common expression if the present ministers went to bathe, the op- 
position would steal their clothes355, and bring forward this very mea- 
sure.22® (Cheers.) The member for the Fourth Riding of York wanted 

to follow in the steps of the master of inactivity3> , the great Ameri- 
can statesman38, Mr. Calhoun. But the country wanted action without 
delay; it was necessary to see at once what were the measures to be 
taken to relieve this colony from the difficulties in which the altered 
commercial policy of England threatened to plunge her. All parties 
should have been ... ((united)) on this question, every one should have 
... ((worked)) with another to devise and carry out the means best adap- 
ted to effect the object in view. Hon. gentlemen on the other side, if 
they dissented from the proposition of the Inspector General, should 
have been prepared to have stated their reasons, and to have come for- 
ward with their schemes, and if the members on the Ministerial Benches 
had found them better, they would have followed them. But the hon. 
gentleman was not prepared. He (Mr. McDonald) had hoped that for once 
that gentlemen would have risen superior to the petty motives of party 
feeling; he had hoped for once he would have sought this country's good 
rather than his personal interests. Had he done this, if he had come 
forward and said to the administration your measure is a good one, it 
is one which the altered circumstances of the country demands, and I 
will support you in it - in how different, in how much nobler a light 
he would have stood before the country and that House. But he had been 
disappointed in him, he found that he still preferred rather to look 

at measures through discoloured party glasses359, (Hear, hear. )360 than 
to view them through the brighter ones of public good. Protection was 
thought a popular card to play, and therefore this course had been 
taken with the hope of ... ((embarrassing)) ministers, and going to 

the country with that cry in their mouths; but should they be success- 
ful it would be found that the country would understand the matter, and 
would support the present Administration. On a former occasion when a 
protective policy was proposed, the members for Lower Canada were 

found voting against it; they did not then want protection, they repud- 
iated the principle.36l1 The people of Lower Canada were in favor of 
free trade, 362 


No, no, from several French Canadian members .363 


MR. R. MACDONALD ((resumed:)) Such was his impression of what had 
taken place in the last Parliament and at Kingston364. That they did 
not produce more than was required for their own consumption; and that 
they had ((then)) opposed ... the importation (sic) of duty upon wheat365, 
and now will they abandon their opinions, will they stultify the votes 
they gave on that occasion, for the sake of party. He feared from what 
he had seen and heard in the House this evening, the Ministry and the 
measure were rather in advance of the intelligence of the times, he was 
afraid the Administration was too honest, too patriotic for the times, 
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that they did not court and consult the prejudices of the people suf- 
ficiently. He was afraid if the Ministry insisted upon doing the peo- 
ple good against their inclination that they would one day find them- 
selves in a minority; the children of Mammon on the other side were 
more in their generation than the children of light on this, and con- 
sulted and pandered to the prejudices of the people more. There was, 
however, one fault he had to find with the administration, they did 

not submit the great measures of the Session to their friends as had 
been done on former occasions; if they did so, they could be properly 
examined and discussed, objections might be removed and explanations 
made; and then they could come down to that House prepared to support 
them. The members on this side of the House were not like those on the 
other,366 ((they were)) free men,367 they did not vote as a party, 368 
((but)) according to ... ((their)) consciences,369 they thought for 
themselves and decided for themselves;3/0 and this is the reason why 
vee (Cthey)), samoftep divide((d))371. They were unlike gentlemen on 
the opposition benches, who did not venture an opinion for themselves, 
but were compelled to follow their leaders, and do as they commanded; 
there never was a more iron despotism, not that of3/72 Nicholas3/3, the 
Emperor of Russia than that exercised by the leaders of the opposition 
on their followers - who were their slaves. In conclusion, although 
his own mind was made up and he was prepared to vote, yet if it was 
desired, and as he conceived delay would lead to a better understand- 
ing of the resolution, he would not oppose a postponement for a few 
days.3/74 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD, of Glengarry. - The hon. member for Cornwall 
loses sight of the main question, and attacks this side of the House, 
because they do not propose any measure and yet oppose the one before 
the House. He would tell him why that was the case: it was because 
when they ventured to offer a suggestion, it was treated with contempt. 
When such had been repeatedly the case, could it be expected that they 
would now attempt to propose any other measure.3/9 ((He)) denied that 
members on the opposition side voted in a body, there were many oc- 
casions on which they were opposed to each other, and but few when 
gentlemen opposite so differed. Although he did think that Ministers 
would not wish to postpone the consideration of the resolution if they 
could carry it, yet he was not opposed to it. He did not however, 
think that delay would be productive of any good effect, the subject 
had been well discussed and no additional light could be thrown upon 
it on any future occasion.3/6 He considered that the farmers were 
not yet prepared for the measure this year.3// The position afforded3/78 
them last year3/9, had induced them to enlarge their operations, un- 
der the idea that the price of wheat would be benefited by it; and al- 
though the opinion might be a fallacy, yet it was one which they held. 380 
Now, if we pass the resolutions before us, we will do them a grievous 
injury. 381 Of two measures, he would consider one which would allow 
the introduction of American wheat and flour, not only for exportation, 
but for consumption also as preferable to that before the House. He 
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repeated that the country was not prepared for it, and it would be 
wiser to wait and see the action of the Imperial Parliament.382 In 
conclusion, he would beg to state that our opposition was not founded 
on party grounds, but on principle, and the hon. members opposite will 
see that we will be divided to-night. 383 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD regretted that the discussion had taken such 
a turn, if ever there was a time when it was necessary for the extremes 
of both parties to unite to consider the course of policy to be pur- 
sued by this colony, under her altered circumstances, and to give ef- 
fect to that policy with deliberation, calmness and wisdom - this was 
it. If ever there was a time when the trade, the very commercial exis- 
tence of Canada, her means of revenue and her financial credit were in 
peril - this was it. This was a time for the casting aside of party 
spirit, of generous rivalry and not political contention - this was 
the time of all others when the country needed united council. He re- 
gretted that384 the remarks of Her Majesty's Opposition385 had made 
that a party question; it never ought to have been allowed to have as- 
sumed that shape. 3 


MR. BALDWIN. - None of his remarks could by any means be construed 
into making the question a party question. 387 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD would acquit him from all such design, but 
referred to the hon. member on his right, the leader of Her Majesty's 
Opposition. 388 


MR. CAUCHON. ~ I said no such thing. 389 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD. - Well then it has assumed this turn, and he 
was very sorry for it.390 He desired to see a question of so much im- 
portance, and in which391 the whole of United Canada392 was so much in- 
terested ... meet a different393, united394 spirit, ((be)) debated upon 
its merits and finally settled upon broad and comprehensive principles. 
It was folly to say that the House was not prepared for this measure, 
it had been fully discussed in every newspaper throughout the Province. 395 
You cannot take up a paper without seeing some remarks on the subject.396 
How was it then that hon. gentlemen on the other side if they did not 
like the proposition of the government, were not prepared with some sug- 
gestion to meet the evil which was allowed on all hands to be incumbent. 
He hoped and trusted that on the proposition it had brought down the 
Administration would stand or fall. They were convinced that this was 
the only measure to be adopted now; if hon. gentlemen were prepared with 
a better remedy, let them take our places. He called upon the members 
of the Eastern section of the Province, to say if it was not necessary 
to take some steps to prevent the trade which they now enjoyed with the 
Western portion from being wrested from them; and the trade they had 
hitherto had the advantage of being diverted from our Public Works into 
the United States. He asked them if they wished to see the people of 
Upper Canada buying in the New York market the manufactures they here- 
tofore bought in Montreal, and sending there the produce which formerly 
found its way down the St. Lawrence. If they desire to see this, let 


693 


them reject the resolution before the House, and they would accomplish 
it. But if they desired to be still the importers for all Canada and 
that the Wheat and Flour of the West should pass through their hands, 
let them adopt this measure. If they desired to make this a party mea- 
sure let the consequences be on their own heads.397 He considered him- 
self pledged to this measure398. ((He was)) prepared to stand or fall 
by ((it))399, and he believed490 his hon. friends401 ((in)) the minis- 
try402 were prepared to do the same.403 He believed it to be the only 
measure that would save the credit of the country404 car c'était la 
seule mesure susceptible de neutraliser les résultats funestes du change- 
ment des lois anglaises.405 ((It)) will secure the object we have in 
view, to draw down the St. Lawrence the trade of the United States, and 
to prevent our own from passing through America.496 If (said he) there 
are others who can produce a better measure, why then let them take 
their seats on the Treasury Benches.407 


MR. MERRITT moved that the Committee do now rise, report progress and 
ask leave to sit again.408 


M. ERMATINGER demandait du délai.409 


M. CHAUVEAU ,410 s'exprima en anglais dans le sens de la motion de 
M. Merritt. La question importante qui est maintenant devant la 
chambre demande notre plus sérieuse attention. Il serait triste pour 
le pays, quelles-que puissent étre les conséquences politiques du vote 
de la chambre sur cette mesure, il serait triste pour le pays que 
l'esprit de partit (sic) prévaliit sur le mérite méme de la question4l1l, 


Hear! hear! sur les bancs de la droite.412 


M. CHAUVEAU ((continua:)) Assurément que l'administration, ni le 
pays ne retireront aucun avantage des discours tels que ceux qui vien- 
nent d'étre faits par l'honorable représentant de Leeds, et par 1'hono- 
rable représentant de Cornwall.41 


Trés-bien 4 gauche.414 


MR. CHAUVEAU ((resumed:)) ((Their remarks)) would not contribute to 
the good feelings or harmony of the House; men were too apt of themselves 
to act from party feeling without the aid of such exciting taunts as 
has just been thrown out. It was not true that in the present instance, 
the members on his (Mr. Chauveau's) side of the House, were disposed to 
view the question before the House in a mere party light.415 Avant que 
d'entendre ces messieurs, je ne songeais pas qu'il pourrait y avoir 
d'autre chose a envisager dans cette grande question, que les intéréts 
matériels du pays; j'avais oublié 4 quel parti politique j'appartenais416, 
He (Mr. C) had forgotten on which side of the House he was seated - 
(cheers)41/, J'étais sur le point méme d'oublier que j'appartenais au 
Bas-Canada. Les discours des membres ministériels m'ont fait souvenir 
qu'il y avait dans cette chambre un ministére et une opposition, un 
Haut-Canada et un Bas-Canada. 

Les honorables membres qui ont jugé a propos de parler d'une si 
étrange maniére de 1l'honnorable (sic) représentant de Montmorency, 
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n'ont pas compris cet honorable membre. I1 n'a pas fait et n'a pas 
voulu faire j'en suis certain un appel a l'esprit du parti. Ila trop 
montré 1'intelligence de la haute question qui nous préoccupe pour avoir 
voulu la ramener 4 d'aussi mesquines proportions. J'ai @écouté avec ... 
attention les observations des honorables représentant (sic) de London et de 
la cité de Montréal, et je regrette infiniment que ceux des honorable 
(sic) membres que leur expérience et leur (sic) lumiéres mettent 4 la 
téte de ceux qui siégent de ce cdté-ci de la chambre418, ((and)) who 
were acquainted with political economy ,419 n'aient pas jugé 4 propos 

de traiter cette question comme elle devrait 1'étre, (Hear! hear!) 

C'est un singulier spectacle qu'offre cette chambre: une opposition 
calme et silencieuse, tandis que le parti ministériel se distingue par 
des bravades et des défis: aussurément (sic) que les votes sont ren- 
versés. 

Je n'ai pas la présomption de vouloir discuter la question d'écono- 
mie politique qui se présente et que je ne crois pas encore suffisammment 
(sic) éclairée, mais je dois dire qu'en face de la nouvelle politique 
que 1'Angletterre (sic) veut adopter, la colonie doit prendre une atti- 
tude qui puisse la faire respecter420, 


Applaudissements 4 droite.421 


MR. CHAUVEAU ((resumed:)) The question was one that interested al11422. 
Si le bon cété de nos relations avec la mére-patrie doit disparaitre, 
il faut que le mauvais coété disparaisse aussi; si le lien colonial doit 
devenir une chafne de fer, il faut la peewere23 . 


Vifs applaudissements sur les bancs de la droite.424 


M. CHAUVEAU ((reprit:)) C'est a 1l'Angleterre plus qu'a nous, a 
chercher le reméde au mal qu'elle nous fait; mais cela ne doit pas nous 
dispenser de lui indiquer ce que nous considérons @tre un reméde effi- 
cace. Ona parlé du systéme de canalisation du Haut-Canada, qui va 
devenir inutile avant méme que d'étre terminé. Cela prouve bien 1'ab- 
surdité des dépenses énormes qu'on a faites dans cette partie de la 
province; mais ces dépenses ont été encouragées, provoquées par les 
droits protecteurs que l'Angleterre avait établis, par la protection 
qu'elle accordait non seulement 4 notre agriculture, mais au transit 
colonial; eh bien! une des compensations, et la moindre des compensa- 
tions que 1'Angleterre nous doive, c'est d'acquitter cette dette énorme 
qu'elle a fait contracter au Haut-Canada, et qu'elle fait injustement 
payer au Bas-Canada: In n'est peut-étre plus temps de nous disputer 
sur le fait de ces dépenses, mais il est encore temps de les rejeter 
sur la mére-patrie qui s'en rend responsable en violant ses engagements 
envers la colonie. Mais je l'ai déja dit dans les débats sur 1'adresse, 
pour obtenir un tel résultat, il faudrait plus qu'une majorité, il 
faudrait l'unanimité. (Applaudissements). Je désire que l'on puisse 
s'entendre, et que quelque mesure que l'on adopte, ce soit la voix de 
la colonie que l'on fasse entendre 4 1'Angleterre et non pas la voix 
d'un partie (sic), et c'est pour cela que je voterai pour 1'ajourne- 
ment.425 
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MR. GOWAN - applauded the speech of the hon. member for Quebec (Mr. 
Chauveau.) He (Mr. Gowan) would have been sorry if he had introduced 
any party spirit into the debate, but he had only followed the hon. 
member for Montmorenci, the leader of Her Majesty's opposition who had 
done so. If delay was wanted by the members opposite he hoped the min- 
istry would grant it, for then it could not be said that the ministry 
wished delay because they were afraid that they would be defeated, as 
might be said if it came from their side of the House; if delay was 
wished for by the other side of the House, he would vote for it.426 


MR. CAUCHON, said he wished to make a few remarks, as he had been 
misrepresented. He said they might make it a party question if they 
liked, but he did not nor would he do so.427 T1 n'aurait pas défié le 
ministére si M. Smith n'avait pas consenti a accorder du délai, aprés 
l'avoir refusé déja, 1'hon. membre ne savait pas a qui.428 They had 
called him the leader of the opposition, he was not; but he thought his 
opinion was equal to that of the member for Leeds. He said that no ar- 
guments had been advanced against those which he had stated when he 
spoke in French; he then said we were not ready to adopt the resolu- 
tion in question yet, for we were not in the same situation as England, 
she could bring the other nations round to Sir Robert Peel's measure, 
which we could not do; and if England broke down her present Colonial 
system on the one side, then we must break it down on the other; if 
she took away her protection, then she must open the foreign markets 
to us, but as he had already stated, we should not take any steps be- 
fore England had done so. If the members on the other side were ready 
to vote, then he was ready also; he would vote against it for we were 
not ready yet.429 


MR. DEWITT, said that he had asked for delay at the first oppor- 
tunity he could get to do so.430 I1 repoussa 1'idée que ce fut une ques- 
tion de parti.431 


MR. MERRITT's motion in amendment, that the Committee do now rise 
and report progress, and ask leave to sit again, was then put and car- 
ried; ayes, 36; nays, 29. - Majority 7. 

C7) 
and after some ttme spent theretn, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 


And Mr. Méthot reported that the Committee had made some progress, 
and had directed him to move for leave to stt agatn. 


Ordered, That the said Committee have leave to stt again on Tuesday next. 


On motion of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, seconded by 
the Honourable Mr. Cayley, 


Ordered, That the Orders of the Day be now called. 


Trinity House The Order of the Day for the second reading of 

Btll, (Québec.) the Bill to amend and consolidate the Laws and Ordtin- 
ances now tn force relating to the powers and duties 

of the Corporation of the Trinity House of Quebec; to Pilots and Pilot- 
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age tn the Port of Quebec; and to the Quebec decayed Pilot Fund; and 
for other purposes, being read; 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER433 then remarked that after the vote which had 
just been taken, he should move that the orders of the day should be 
postponed, and that the House do adjourn. He took that course434 in 
order to give himself and colleagues an opportunity of considering the 
course they should pursue after the vote which had just been given.435 


Some objection was raised and a question was attempted to be put to 
the Ministry436, 


Plusieurs membres demandérent a introduire des bills privés437, 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER again rose and said he was surprised that any 
question should be put, after the declaration he had just made - he 
never heard of such a course, 


C124) 
On motion of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, seconded 
by the Honourable Mr. Cayley, 


Orders Post- Ordered, That the Orders of the Day be postponed 
poned. until the next meeting of the House. 


Then, on motton of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, 
seconded by the Honourable Mr. Cayley, 
The House adjourned until Monday neat.439 


APPENDIX, 17 APRIL 1846. 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: QUEBEC FIRE.)) 


M. CAUCHON demanda 4 1'administration si elle serait bientédt prét 
(sic) 4 venir au secours des incendiés de Québec440, 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH répondit que 1'on viendrait sous peu devant la 
chambre avec une mesure 4 cet effet.441 


((WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: PETITION OF DONALD CAMERON. ))442 


MR. W. STEWART ((moved)) to refer the petition of Donald Cameron, of 
the Home District, to a select committee.443 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said, that the reason why he was opposed to the 
referring of the petition was, that a petition of which this was, he 
believed, an exact copy, was referred to a select committee last session, 
and that committee had recommended a particular course, no allusion to 
that was made in the petition; to make the matter better understood, he 
would briefly explain the nature of the petition. It appears that in 
1826, Donald Cameron, the petitioner, offered to government to bring out 
settlers to this countryif deeds would be granted to them; the govern- 
ment consented, and he believed that the petitioner went to Scotland, 
and succeeded in bringing out a number of settlers; some time after a 
return was made to the government by the petitioner of the quantity of 
land settled; a Mr. Smalley, a surveyor, was ordered to examine and re- 
port, it appeared that a greater number of lots were claimed than were 
actually settled; on this account, the government perceiving that a 
fraud was wished to be practised on them, refused to grant the deeds, 
and cancelled the location tickets; the tickets remained in the hands 
of the petitioner; it further appears that a road has been opened at 
the expense of Donald Cameron, the petitioner, and that this road has 
been a great public benefit. These are briefly the facts of the case; 
petitions were presented to the U. C. Parliament, and their prayer re- 
jected; and the petitioner now prays for the appointment of commission- 
ers - three on the part of the government, and three on the part of the 
petitioner, and an umpire to be agreed upon; now this he considered a 
novel course to ask the government to submit to arbitration; and again, 
the petitioner has not dealt fairly with this House; an order in coun- 
cil was made on the subject, and no mention of it is made in the peti- 
tion; the petitioner has been apprised that the reason of the government 
refusing to grant, was that the lands were not actually and bona fide 
settled; he could not therefore consent to the petition being referred 
to a select committee.444 


MR. W. STEWART of (Bytown) - As he had the care of the petition, he 
could only say that he was unacquainted with the facts of the case, 445 


MR. BALDWIN - Was slightly acquainted with the facts of the case, from 
the circumstance of his having been on the committee last session. In 
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the sessions of the Us C. Par€(itament)))., 0° 0£11836 and "375 and tin 
that of 1839 the subject was presented to them; and it appears from 

the report of Mr. Smalley, Surveyor, that more lands were claimed than 
were actually and bona fide settled; this fact he considered sufficient 
to call for more investigation; the petitioner denies having attempted 
to committed (sic) any fraud on the Government, and says that he has 
been the means of introducing a number of settlers, coming from Scot- 
land; it cannot be denied that this has been the case, but he (Mr. B) 
could not take upon himself to say whether they did all reach their des- 
tination, and did actually settle. That Mr. Cameron has done a great 
deal of good to the country in the introduction of settlers, it cannot, 
he conceived, be denied; and he (Mr. B) conceived that the facts of the 
case call for investigation. Mr. Cameron is in a position to call for 
justice at the hands of the Executive Government .446 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said, the petioner (sic) had never done anything 
more than petition, he had never condescended on details. He would 
state, that in the performance of his duties he had been called upon 
to investigate claims for land, on the plea of settlement having been 
made; and he had often found persons had gone up for two or three weeks, 
and performed some of the duties of settling, and on that founded a 
claim for deeds. That mode he did not conceive to be just. They should 
be actually bona fide settlers.447 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD, Glengarry, hoped that the petition would be re- 
ferred. The petitioner had done a great deal of good to the country, 
by introducing settlers, and he had not proffted (sic) much by his ex- 
ertions. He (Mr. M'D.) would like to see the matter thoroughly inves- 
tigated. He believed that the petitioner could make out a strong cause. 448 


MR. BALDWIN said, Mr. Small's report was brought under the considera- 
tion of the committee last Session, and was the prominent point in the 
way of reference in the report of last Session.449 


MR. G. MACDONELL of (Dundas) - Thought it the right of every British 
subject to have his petition referred to a committee, more especially, 
when it is stated in his petition that he has received an injury at the 
hands of the Executive Government, he has no other recourse but to the 
House, and he considered it the duty of the House to listen to such com- 
plaints .450 


MR. HALL - If the Government are right in this matter, no injury 
could be suffered from an investigation; if they have acted wrong, he 
considered that it was but an act of justice to have the petition re- 
ferred to a committee; he would vote for it on principle, as he saw 
no other course to be pursued.451 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD of (Glengary) - He believed that the case of the 
petitioner would be found precisely similar to that of Chief MacNab; 
which, although resisted for a long time, was at last successful .452 


MR. D. MACDONELL, of Stormont, said, that surveyors often made re- 
ports without even having seen the land. Perhaps Mr. Small may have done 
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the same.493 


MR. GOWAN knew nothing of the merits of the case, but he considered 
it a dangerous principle to admit. He belived (sic), from what had 
been said, that injustice had been done to the petitioner, but he 
thought the more proper course to pursue was to move for an address 
for papers bearing on the subject, and when they were received there 
would be some evidence to send to a committee.454 


The motion was then withdrawn ((by)) MR. W. STEWART.455 
((WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: TAX ON PUBLIC OFFICERS.)) 


M. JOHNSTON, suivant avis, fit motion qu'il lui fut permis d'intro- 
duire un bill pour taxer les officiers publics recevant des salaires au 
montant de plus de 500.456 (C11 paria)) contre Les officiers publics ac 
Il dit qu'il avait la permission du ministére pour 1'introduction d'un 
pareil bill; que le méme jour il avait recontré 1'honorable procureur- 
général Draper qui lui avait dit: "C'est bien, allez de l'avant (go 
a-head!)."457 


L,orateur, M. MORIN, déclara que de telles mesures devaient originer 
dans un comité général .458 


M. JOHNSTON ... ((retira)) sa motion.459 
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MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 


MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 


MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 


MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 


the cost as $5.74. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 


MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 


the figure as 431,333. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 


MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 


the figure as 273,380. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 


the figure as 284,280. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 


the figure as 2,875,605. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 


the 2isure as 3,432,765. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 


the figure as 2,783,602. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 


MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
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According to the MIRROR, 17 April 
1846, however, his decision not to change this duty was merely tem- 
porary, and that "he was prepared to listen to any representations 


MIRROR, 


MIRROR, 


MIRROR, 
MIRROR, 
MIRROR, 
MIRROR, 


MIRROR, 


i? 


ily) 
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April 
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1846, quoted 


1846, quoted 
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MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
the cost as 4s 9d to 5s. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
the cost as 2s to 4s. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
Me VNDY., 

IBID. 

MIRROR, 17 April 18464. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1844. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
IBED:. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
EBED 

MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 


1846. 


18464. 


1846, 


1846. 


18464. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846, 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 
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MIRROR, 17 April 1846, quoted 


MIRROR, 17 April 1846, quoted 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
TERED 

LA MINERVE, 20 April 1846. 
L'AURORE, 22 April 1846, 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
IBID. 

IBID. 

LA MINERVE, 20 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
ED 

MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
L'AURORE, 22 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
Meus 

MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
IBID. 

MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
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1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


18e6. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 
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204. 
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MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
the price as 4s 53d. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
IBID. 

IBID. 

MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
PILOT, 21 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
PILOT, 21 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
PILOT, 21 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
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1846. 
1846. 
1846. 
1846. 
1846. 


1846. 


1846. 
1846. 
1846. 
1846. 
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1846. 
1846. 
1846. 


1846. 


1846. 
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1846. 
1846. 
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1846. 


MIRROR, 17 April 1846, quoted 
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MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 
the price as from 4s to 4s 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

EB ED. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 
TEED): 

MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 
LA MINERVE, 20 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 
LA MINERVE, 20 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 
L'AURORE, 22 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 
L'AURORE, 22 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 
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1846. 
1846. 
1846. 
1846. 
1846. 
1846. 
4d. 

1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


MIRROR, 17 April 1846, quoted 
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255. L'AURORE, 22 April 1846. 

256. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
ath, AN Mld)e 

258. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

259. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
260. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

261. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
262. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

263. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
264. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

265. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
266. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

267. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
268. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

269. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
270. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

271. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
272. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

273. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
274. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

275. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
276. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

277. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
278. MIRROR, 17 April 'o46. 

279. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
280. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

281. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
282. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

283. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
284. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

285. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
286. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

287. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
288. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

289. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
290. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

291. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
292. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

293. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
294. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

295. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
296. MIRROR, 21/7 April” 1846. 

297. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
298. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

299. LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 21 April 1846. 
300. L'AURORE, 22 April 1846. 

301. LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 21 April 1846. 
302. L'AURORE, 22 April 1846. 


303. LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 21 April 1846, observed: "il était plus 
de 10 heures." 
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LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 21 April 1846. 
L'AURORE, 22 April 1846. 
LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 21 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
TBD. 

MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
IBID. 

MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
IBID. 

BUD 

TEED. 

MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
EBID: 

L'AURORE, 22 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
TEED. 

MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
LEB) 

MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

L'AURORE, 22 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 
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355. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
356. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

357. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
358. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

359. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
360. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

361. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
362. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

363). “EID; 

364. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
365. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

366. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
367. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

368. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
369. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

370. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
371. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

372. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
373. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

374. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
375. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

376. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
377. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

378. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
379. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

380. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
381. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

382. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
383. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

384. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
385. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

386. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
387. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 


388. IBID» 
389. IBID. 
390). “Leip. 


391. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
392. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

393. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
394. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

395. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
396. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

397. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
398. BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 23 April 1846. 
399. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 
400. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

401. BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 23 April 1846. 
402. MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

403. BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 23 April 1846. 


404. 
405. 
406. 
407. 
408. 
409. 
410. 


411. 
412. 
413. 
414. 
415. 
416. 
417. 
418. 
419. 
420. 
421. 
422. 
423. 
424. 
425. 
426. 
427. 
428. 
nee 
430. 
431. 
432. 


433. 


434. 
435. 


436. 
437. 
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MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

L'AURORE, 22 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

IBID. 

L'AURORE, 22 April 1846. 

LE CANADIEN, 24 April 1846. MIRROR, 17 April 1846, noted: "The 

hon. member's speech was received throughout with marked applause." 
LE CANADIEN, 24 April 1846. 

EBD 

PEED 

IBID. 

MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

LE CANADIEN, 24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

LE CANADIEN, 24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

LE CANADIEN, 24 April 1846. 

IBID. 

MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

LE CANADIEN, 24 April 1846. 

IBID. 

ass oye 

MIRROR £7, April 1846. 

IBID. 

L'AURORE, 22 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

IBID: 

L'AURORE, 22 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 17 April 1846. LE CANADIEN, 24 April 1846, reported that 

the ayes included "MM. Moffatt, Robinson, le colonel Prince, et plusi- 
eurs autres partisans ordinaires du ministére." 

The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 18 April 1846; 
L'AURORE, 22 April 1846; LE CANADIEN, 24 April 1846; LA MINERVE, 20 
April 1846; whose account was copied by LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 25 April 
1846; MIRROR, 17 April 1846, PILOT, 21 April 1846, and MONTREAL GA- 
ZETTE, 20 April 1846, in identical accounts; and MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 
18 April 1846, whose account was copied by BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 23 
April 1846, in an identical account with MONTREAL HERALD, 18 April 
1846, whose account was copied by LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 21 April 1846. 
Commentaries may be found in: LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 17, 21 April 1846; 
LE CANADIEN, 22 April 1846; L'AURORE, 22 April 1846; KINGSTON NEWS, 

23 April 1846; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 April 1846; PILOT, 21 April 1846; 
and EXAMINER, 22 April 1846. 

BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 23 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 17 April 1846. LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 21 April 1846, observed: 
"Tl @tait minuit alors; ces paroles jetérent les membres et 1'auditoire 
dans la surprise." 

PILOL. 2. April 1846. 

LA MINERVE, 20 April 1846. 
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PILOT, 2 sAprid 1846. 

IBID., 18 April 1844, noted that Coe eds oneancat was carried "amid 
the greatest excitement. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 21 ee 1846. 

DEIDE 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 17 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 21 April 1846, in identical accounts. 
MIRROR, 17 April 1846. 

EBILD. 

IBID. 

BLS 

PBEDE 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

TBLEDS 

IBID. 

EBiiDs 

EBYED Ys 

IBID. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 21 April 1846. 

IBID. 

IMD) - 

IBID. 





MONDAY, 20 APRIL 1846. 


Clq) 
Petitions laid THE following Petitions were severally brought 
on the table. up and latd on the table:-- 


By the Honourable Mr. Laterrtére,--The Petition 
of Joseph Hovington and Ephraim Tremblay, of Tadousac, tn the County of 
Saguenay, Navigators; and the Petitton of Willtam Price, of the City of 
Quebec, Esqutre. 

By Mr. Lacoste,--The Petition of the Reverend Pierre M. Mignault, 
Founder and Superior of the College of Chambly. 

By Mr. Sherwood of Brockvtlle,--The Petition of G. W. Arnold and 
others, of Brockville; and the Petition of Isaac Beecher, of the Town 
of Brockville, in the District of Johnstown. 

By Mr. Brooks,--The Petition of the Reverend David Gibbs, A.M., and 
others, of the Township of Granby, in the County of Si Shefford. 

By the Honourable Mr. Baldwin,--The Petition of E. Hemood, Secre- 
tary, on behalf of the Medical Board of Canada West. 

By Mr. Chalmers,--The Petition of A. Proudfoot, Esquire, and others, 
members of the United Church of England and Tretand, tn the Townshtp of 
Trafalgar, in the Diocese of Toronto. 

By the Honourable Mr. Robtnson,--The Petition of the Reverend John 

. Muloeck and others, members of the United Chureh of England and Ire- 
pees (relating to Clergy Reserves). 

~ By the Honourable Mr. Aylwin,--The Petition of the Reverend R. R. 
Burrage and others, members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, 
tn the Diocese of Quebec; and the Petition of J effery Hale, Esquire, 
and others, officers and members of the British and Canadian School 
Soctety. 

By Mr. Price,--The Petttton of John Thom and others, of the Township 
of Searborough, in the Home District. 

By the Honourable Mr. Soltettor General Sherwood,--The Petition of 
the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Toronto and others, members of 
the Untted Church of England and Ireland, tn the City of Toronto (re- 
lating to Sehools); and the Petition of the Board of Trade of the City 
of Toronto (relating to duty on wheat). 

By Mr. Hale,--The Petition of M. Townsend and others, School Com- 
misstoners for the Municipality of Clarencevtlle, in the District of 
Montreal. 

By Mr. Riddell,--The Petition of John Mathison and James Grant, of 
the Township of Zorra, in the District of Brock. 

By Mr. Jobin,--The Petition of N. B. Doucet and L. R. Lacoste, Es- 
quires, tn behalf of the Notaries Publie of the District of Montreal. 

By Mr. M'Connell,--The Petttion of 0. Dorman and others, of the 
Township of Potton, tn the District of Montreal. 

By Mr. Méthot,--The Petition of F. B. Blanchard, Esquire, and others, 
of the Township of Kingsey, tn the County of Drummond. 

By Mr. Stewart of Bytown,--The Petition of Donald Cameron, of the 
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Tounshtp of Thorah, tn the Home District. 
By Mr. Gowan,--The Petition of William Bates and others, of Kttley 
and other Townshtps, tn the District of Johnstown. 


(112) 
By Mr. Colville --The Petition of John Sertver, Merchant, of the 
Township of Hemmin Hemming ford. 
By Mr. Meyers,--The Petition of John Wateh, Esquire, and others, of 
the neighbourhood of Woodstock, in the District of Brock. 











"La Commu- An Engrossed Bill to tneorporate "La Communauté 
nauté des des Filles de la Charité," of the Parish of St. Hya 
Filles de la einthe, in the District of Montreal, for the care of 
Charité," infirm and stek persons, and for other purposes, was 
Btll. read for the third time. 





Resolved, That the Bill do pass, and the title be "An Act to tneorpor- 
Hyacinthe, tn the District of Montreal, for the "care of infirm or 
sick persons, and for other purposes.” 


Ordered, That Mr. Bouthtllier do carry the said Bill to the Legtslative 
Counetl and destre thetr concurrence. 


Petitions read. Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the following 
Petttions were read. 

Of George Chambers and others, Members of the Untted Church of 
England and Ireland, in Ingersoll West, and North Oxford, in the Dto- 
cese of Toronto; of the Reverend J. M'Grath, A.M., and others, members 
of the United Church of England and Ireland, in a part of the Township 
of Toronto, tn the Diocese of Toronto; praying that measures may be 
adopted for vesting tn the Church Soctety of the Diocese of Toronto, 
for the beneftt of the satd Church, such a portton of the Clergy Re- 
serve Lands, as shall correspond wtth their share of the tneome aris- 
tng from the same. 

Of Samuel Harrold, Esquire, and others, of East Guillimbury; pray- 
ting that the Report of the Committee of the Legtslative Assembly at 
tts last Sesston, relating to the Clergy Reserve Lands, may be re- 
jected. 

Of Thomas Moshter and others, of the Townshtp of Whitchurch, in the 
Home District; of Luther H. Cronk and others, of the Townshtp of Whitby; 
of Me Norman Jones and others, of the Townships of Whitchurch and Markham, 
in the Home District; and of David Coutts and others, of the Tounship 
of Chinguacousy, tn the Home District; praying that no diviston may be 
made of the Clergy Reserve Lands, but that the proceeds of the same be 
appropriated to the promotion of general education. 

Of Christopher Coulthard and others, of the Townshtp of Brock, in 
the Home District; of Irvine Johnston and others, of the Township of 
Brock, tn the Home District; and of Archtbald M'Millan and others, of 
Thorah, tn the Home District; praying that the grant of last Sesston 
for the improvement of Stmecoe Street may be expended according to the 
ortgtnal tntention. 
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Of J. J. Mattland and others, members of the Untted Church of England 
and Ireland, tn the Diocese of Quebec; of the Reverend James Pyke and 
others, members of the United Church of England and Ireland, in the Dto- 
cese of Quebec; of the Reverend Andrew B Bal four and others, members of 
the Untted Church of England and Tretar Ireland, tn the Diocese of Quebec; and 
of the Reverend C. Jackson and others, of the Protestant Eptscopal 
Misston of Hatley, tn the Dtocese of Quebec; praying that measures may 
be adopted for vesting in the Church Soctety of the Diocese of Quebec, 
for the benefit of the satd Church, such a portton of the Clergy Re- 
serve Lands as shall correspond with their share of the income artsing 
from the same. 

Of James Ferrter, Esquire, Mayor, and others, members of the Munict- 
pal Counetl of the City of Montreal; praying for the passing of an Act 
to declare the election of the Mayor of the satd City null and void, 
and to empower the satd Counetl to proceed to another election of Mayor 
at the earltest posstble pertod. 

Of W. Simpson and others, members of the Untted Church of England 
and Ireland, in the Townships of Tay and Tiny; praying that the Com- 
mon School Act may be amended, by dividing the grant among the dtffer- 
ent reltgtous denominations, or that tt be repealed. 

Of Richard Griffith and others, of the County of Ottawa, in Lower 
Canada; praytng for aid to open Roads tn the said County. 

Of Louts Bertrand, Esquire, Mayor, and others, the Muntetpal Coun- 
a of the Parish of St. Jean Bte. de L'Isle Verte; and of Phillip 

nouf, Esquire, Mayor, and others, Councillors of of the Muntctpality 
= Notre Dame des Neiges des Trots Pistoles, in the County of Rimouski; 
praytng that the said County be divided into two Counties, for Judi- 
etary purposes. 

Of Andrew Bueckham and others, of the Townshtp of Chitnquacousy, in 
the Home District; of John Bogart and others, of the Township of Whtit- 
church; of David Buekham and others, of the Village of Paris, in the 
District of Gore; o of Thomas G. Coyne and others, of the Townshtp of 
Dunwich, in the District of London; of Luther H. Cronk and others, of 
the Township of Whitby; of David Rintoul and others, of the Township 
of Beverley; and of John Johnston and others, of the Townships of Us- 
bridge and Scott; praying that no partition be made of the endowment 
of King's College, but that the same may be secured from mtsmanage- 
ment, and the benefits thereof made general. 

Of M. Townsend and others, the Board of Directors of the Clarence- 
ville Academy, in the County of Rouville; praying for atd in support 
of the satd Institution. 

Of Adolphus Jacquies, formerly Printer and Proprietor of the News- 
paper called "Le Fantasque;" complatning of his illegal imprisonment 
during the late troubles, and consequent loss of health and property, 
and praying reltef. 

Of M. Noel Toustgnant, of the County of Lotbintére ; complaining of 
the appointnent of Germain Durand as a Lieutenant in the Battalion of 
the said County, and praying that he may be commisstoned a Lieutenant 
tin the satd Battalton. 
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Of Jean Villers, Esqutre, and others, of the Parish of _St. Louts de 
Lotbintére, in the County of Lotbintére, tn the District of Quebec; 
praytng that the Cireutt Court and the Registry Office may be held at 
the Partsh of Lotbintére. 

Of Captain J. C. Rival and others, of Ste. Crotx, Lotbintére, and 
other Parishes; } praying for the construction of a Wharf at Pointe 
Platon, tn the Partsh of Ste. Crotx. 

Of George S. Tiffany, “Esquire, and others; praying for an Act of In- 
corporation, to enable them to construct a Ratlway from Kingston to Pres- 
COLT 











Resolved, That the Rule of thts House, which ltmits the ttme for recetv- 
tng private Petitions, be suspended as regards the satd Petttton. 


Of Robert Mercer and others, of the Town of Chatham and tts victnity, 
tn the Western District; praytng for atid to construct a Plank Road from 
Queenston to Windsor. 

Of Alexts Bertrand, a mtlttta man, disabled during the late war with 
the Untted States; complaining that he has received no penston or pro- 
viston, and praytng reltef. 

Of John Wetenhall, Esquire, and others; praytng for an Act of Incor- 
poratton, to enable them to construct a Ratlroad from Montreal to_Kingston. 


Resolved, That the Rule of this House, whtch limtts the time for, recetv- 
tng private Petittons, be suspended as regards the satd Petition. 


(113) 

Of Stmon Gendron and Joseph Benoit, Esquitres, Mayor, and Secretary, 
tn behalf of the Muntetpal Counetl of Ste. Rosalie; praying for a Re- 
peal of the Laws relating to Winter Carriages. 

Of Francts C. T. Arnoldt, M.D., and others, of the Corporatton of 
the School of Medicine and Surgery; praying that the claims of the 
satd Corporation may be constdered equally wtth the Faculty of Medi- 
cine of MeGtll College, in any pecuntary Legtslative grant. 

Of Willtam Benjamin, and others, members of the Montreal Portuguese 
Congregation of Israelites; praying for an Act of Incorporation. 

OF F. Hd. Guay, Esquire, sand others, of the Partsh of St. Joseph de 
la Potnte Levt, and other Parishes, in the County of Dorchester; pray- 
ing that the Registry Office for the satd County be transferred to that 
part of the satd County which was formerly the County of Dorchester. 

Of A. A. Adams and others, of the Townships of Barnston and Bar- 
ford; praying for atd to improve the road leading from Montreal to the 
Province Ltne. 

Of the Honourable R. S. Jameson and others, the Trustees of the Tor- 
onto Hospttal Endowment; praying for an Act of Incorporation, and for 
an aid tn support of the said Institutton. 

Of M. T. O'Betrne and others; praying that the endowment of king's 
College be so disposed of as that all classes may participate in the 
advantages thereof. 

Of Elt Gorham and others, of the Townshtp of Whitchurch; praytng 
that the Report of the Comntttee of last Sesston recommending a dtvt- 
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ston of the Clergy Reserve Lands may be rejected. 

Of the Reverend R. M'Cosh, tn behalf of the Presbyterian Congrega- 
tion of Paris; praying that no partition be made of the endowment of 
King's College; that an Agrteultural and Commercial Chatr be established 
theretn; and that there be no reltgious test whatever. 





On motion of Mr. Duggan, seconded by Mr. Willtams 


SC iad eet} 
West Halton Ordered, That the Order of this House of Monday, 
Electton. the stxth of April, instant, "That Miles O'Reilly, 


John Ogtivie Hatt, and Samuel B. Freeman, Es- 
qutres, Commtsstoners appointed to take evidence in the matter of the 
Contested Election for the West Riding of the County of Halton, be or- 
dered to attend at the Bar of this House, forthwith, to answer for their 
neglect, tn not complytng with the Orders of the House and the Statute, 
in thetr proceedings under the Commission upon which they acted, and 
to bring with them the original minutes of their proceedings under 
the Commtsston," be now read. 

The satd Order was read accordingly. 





Ordered, That the satd Comnisstoners be now called to appear at the Bar 
of thts House, to be examtned on the subject matter of the Contested 
Eleetton for the West Riding of the County of Halton. 


The satd Commtisstoners were accordingly called, and John Ogilvie 
Hatt and Samuel Black Freeman, Esqutres, two of them, appeared at the 
Bar of the House. 

John Ogilvte Hatt, Esquire, interrogated. 

Questton.--1. Are you John Ogilvie Hatt, one of the Comnisstoners 
appointed to take evidence tn the matter of the Contested Electton for 
the West Riding of the County of Halton; and are you the Chatrman of 
the said Commtsstoners? 

Answer.--I am. 

Questton.--2. Have you the ortgitnal record of the proceedings had 
under the satd Commtsston? 

Answer.--I have. 

Samuel Black Freeman, Esqutre, tnterrogated. 

Questton.--3. Are you Samuel Black Freeman, one of the Commtsston- 
ers appotnted to take evidence in the matter of the Contested Election 
for the West Riding of the County of Halton? 

Answer.--I am. 











Ordered, That John Ogtlvie Hatt, and Samuel Black Freeman, Esquires, be 
directed to withdraw. 
Mr. Hatt and Mr. Freeman then wtthdrew. 


Ordered, That that part of the Entrtes of the Journals of thts House 
whitch relates to the Report of the Select Committee appotnted to try 
the mertts of the Contested Electton for the West Riding of the 


County of Halton, together with the satd Report, be now read. 


The said Entries were read aceordingly.+ 
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A discussion ... ((arose)) as to the course to be pursued towards 
the Commissioners on the West Halton Election petition. 2 


MR. DUGGAN declared his intention of moving that the proceedings of 
the House should be read by the Clerk in order to convey to those gen- 
tlemen the opinion the House had formed, relative to their conduct in 
this matter, and they would thus be enabled to appear at the bar to- 
morrow with their defence.3 


MR. AYLWIN objected to the course proposed by the hon. member. He 
considered that it would be a surrender of the dignity of the House to 
have a single order read to the persons at the bar; and he would suggest, 
that the usual course pursued was to interrogate persons brought up to 
the bar and by that means arrive at the information the House required.4 


MR. DUGGAN hoped the House would bear in mind, that these gentlemen 
had been condemned unheard, and his object was merely to give them an 
opportunity of hearing the nature of the charge brought against them. 
In so doing he would inform the House that he had not resolved on this 
course, but after serious consideration, and with a wish to grant com- 
mon justice; as he could conceive no greater anomaly than condemning 
these Commissioners unheard and without even giving them an opportunity 
of understanding the nature of the charge brought against them. When 
the hon. member for Quebec spoke of proceeding by interrogatory, he 
would beg to remind the hon. member, that the House did not require any 
information procurable from these gentlemen, not having been brought to 
the bar for that purpose but in order to receive punishment for not 
proceeding according to law in the discharge of their duty.° 


MR. CHABOT was inclined to support Mr. Duggan's motion, as the Com- 
missioners had not heard the charge against them and therefore could 
make no defence. 6 


MR. AYLWIN could assure the hon. member for the West Riding of York 
that anomalous as he might consider the course, which he (Mr. A) pro- 
posed it had been the practice of the English Commons for centuries 
and he would refer hon. gentlemen to a case which had excited great 
interest and occupied that body for a considerable space of time; nev- 
ertheless he would be happy to know what precedents the hon. member 
would bring ... forward to support his motion./ 


MR. DUGGAN ... asked leave to withdraw his motion8. 
At the suggestion of MR. BALDWIN leave was granted?. 


C15) 

Ordered, That the satd Commisstoners, John Ogtlvie Hatt and Samuel 
Black Freeman, Esquires, be ordered to attend at the Bar of this 
House, to-morrow, at tts opening, to await the further Orders of 
the House. 








The satd Commtsstoners were then called, and informed by Mr. Speaker 
that they were ordered by the House again to appear at the Bar to-mor- 


TAG 


row, at tts opening, to await the further Orders of this House, and 
then they withdrew. 


Petttions Resolved, That the Petition of F. H. Guay, Esquire, 
referred: and others, of the Parish of St. Joseph de la 


Pointe Levi, and other Partshes, tn the County 


F. H. Guay 
sq. et AT of Dorchester, be referred to a Select Committee 


composed of Mr. Solicitor General Taschereau, Mr. 
Christie, the Honourable Mr. Laterriére, Mr. 

Chabot, and Mr. Laurin, to examine the contents thereof, and to report 
thereon with all econventent speed; with power to send for persons, pa- 


pers, and records. 


A. Jacqutes. Ordered, That the Petttton of Adolphus Jacquies, for- 
merly Printer and Proprietor of the Newspaper 


called "Le Fantasque," be referred to the Select Committee to which 
was referred the Petition of Mrs. Eleanor Teed, of the City of Quebec, 
widow of the late John Teed. 


E. Gorham, Ordered, That the Petttiton of Elt Gorham and others, 
et al. of the Townshtp of Whttchurch, be referred to 


the Select Commtttee to whtch was referred the 
Petition of George Roe and others, of the County of Russell, and other 
references. 


Message from A Message from the Legtslative Council, by John 
Legislative Fennings Taylor, Esquire, one of the Masters in 
Counetl. Chancery. 

Mr. Speaker, 
Idiots and The Legislative Couneil have passed the Bill, tn- 
Tunatties' tttuled, "An Act to remove certatn doubts as to the 
Reltef Bill. jurisdtetton conferred upon the Court of Chancery, 


tn Upper Canada, in matters relating to lunatics, 
Idiots, and Persons of unsound mtnd and thetr Estates; and to amend 
and extend the Laws in force in Upper Canada, relating to Lunatics, 
Idiots, and Persons of unsound mind and thetr Estates," wtthout any 
amendment. 
And then he wtthdrew. 


Montreal Mr. Jobin, from the Select Committee to whitch was 
Roads. referred the Petition of E. Guy and others, residing 


on the Lower Lachine road, and other references, 
with power to report from time to time, and wtth an instruction to the 
said Committee, presented to the House the First Report of the said 
Committee, whteh was again read at the Clerk's table, and is as fol- 
loweth:-- 


Report. Your Committee have taken tnto constderation the 
Petitions of E. Guy and others, M. F. Valots and 


others, T. Meloche and others, Honourable Gabriel Roy and others, Hon- 
ourable R. U. U. Harwood and others, and E. M'Naughton and others, relat- 
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ing to Roads in the Island of Montreal, and having examined the pett- 
ttoners, and other witnesses tn relatton thereto, are of optnton that 
the Turnptke Roads prayed for by the Petition of M. F. Valots and others, 
from the Upper Lachine Road to the Village of Ste. Anne, ts very much 
required, being necessary to continue the great t Line of communication 
between Montreal and the Upper Provinee, they therefore consider that 
the prayer of the petitioners should be granted. Your Committee are 
also of optnion that the Turnptke Road prayed for by Toussaint Meloche 
and others, from L'Abord-d-Plouffe to the Village of Ste. Geneviéve, 
would be extremely benefictal, not only to the populatton of the whole 
upper part of the Island, but as gtving access to the Montreal Market 
to the greater portton of the inhabitants of the northern part of the 
Distrtet of Montreal. 

Upon considering the amount of the revenue at present accruing from 
the Lower Lachine Road, your Committee conceive that the continuation 
of that road from the Pavtllton to the eastward of the Lachine Church, 
as prayed for by the Petition of E. Guy and others, ts very destrable, 
and will be of great advantage to the public, particularly on account 
of the manufactortes now established at the latter place, and many 
others hereafter to be established at the many places where water power 
ts to be found on that ltne. 

Your Committee have also taken into consideration the Petition of 
the Honourable Gabriel Roy and others, and conceive that the small por- 
tton of road connecting the Turnptke Roads leading from the Ctty of 
Montreal to L'Abord-a-Plouffe and the Sault-au-Récollet, should be 
improved, as prayed for by the Petttioners, who, tn the present state 
of that road, are deprived to a great extent to the advantage of the 
Turnptke Roads. 

Your Committee consider that the prayer of the Pettttons of the Hon- 
ourable R. U. Harwood and others, and E. M'Naughton and others, would 
be complied with, tf a Turnptke Road were made from Lachine to Ste. 
Anne, as suggested at the commencement of thts Report; such road being 
the shortest that can be made from Ste. Anne to Montreal; and they are 
also of optnton that Bridges should be constructed, under the direction 
of the Board of Works, at Ste. Anne and at Vaudreutl Ferry, to com- 
plete the grand Trunk Road from Montreal to the Upper Province. 

Should the above suggesttons be concurred in by your Honourable 
House, your Committee would recommend that the roads to be made and 
improved in accordance therewtth, be placed under the control of the 
Trustees of the Montreal Turnptke Roads, and that the satd Trustées be 
authortsed to borrow a further sum of twenty-seven thousand pounds for 
thetr A cee es at a rate a tnterest not si tit stx per cent. 








Ordered, That the said Report ee Biiaeiad to a Committee oi the whole 
House on Wednesday next. 


Report to be Ordered, That two hundred coptes of the satd Report, 
printed. with the evtdence, be printed for the use of the 


Members of thts House. 
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Message _ from The Honourable Mr. Daly, one of Her Majesty's 
Hts Excel- Executive Couneil, delivered to Mr. Speaker a Mes- 
lency. sage from Hts Excellency, the Administrator of the 


Government, stgned by His Excellency. 


And the satd Message was read by Mr. Speaker, all the Members of the 
House being uncovered, and ts as followeth:-- 


CATHCART. 
Contingenetes. The Admintstrator of the Government informs the 
Legislative Assembly that he has, tn compliance with 
their Address, tssued his warrant tn favour of Willtam Burns Lindsay, 
Esquire, the Clerk of the House, for the sum of five thousand pounds, 
eurrency, towards defraying the Contingenctes of the House, the House 
having undertaken to make good the same. 
GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
20th April, 1846. 


The Honourable Mr. Daly, one of Her Majesty's Executive Council, latd 
before the House, by command of Hts Excellency, the Admtntstrator of 
the Government, 


Bytown Glebe Return to an Address from the Legtslative Assem- 
Lot Corres- bly to Hts Excellency, the Admintstrator of the Gov- 
pondenee. ernment, praying that Hts Excellency wtll be pleased 


to dtrect the proper officer to lay before them 
"coptes of all documents and representattons made to the Crown Lands 
Department in relation to the purchase, by John Rochester of Bytown, of 
a certain lot of land, tn the vtctnity of that town, set astde and 
reserved as a Glebe lot, for the Church of the Untted Kingdon of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and also coptes of all such representattons as 
may have been made upon this subject by the Reverend Mr. Strong." 





(Copy. ) 


To His Excellency Lieutenant General the Right Honourable Charles Mur- 
ray, Earl Catheart, K.C.B., Administrator of the Government of the 
Provinee of Canada. 


The Petitton of the Reverend S. S. Strong, Rector 
of Christ's Church, Bytown, 


HUMBLY SHEWETH, 

That Your Excelleney's pettttoner having heard with great surprise 
and regret (notwithstanding the prayer of his Memortal of the 4th of 
February last) that it has been decided by the Honourable the Executive 
Counetl to altenate the Glebe lots set apart for the Church at Bytown, 
and that one has been sold, and the other ts ordered to be sold--has- 
tens to lay before Your Excellency his earnest prayer that so trrepar- 
able an tnjury may not recetve the sanetton of Your Excellency, by the 
tssue of the Patent Deed of Lot No. 39, and brokenfront 1st Concesstonn 
of Nepean, on the Ottawa, until some equitable compensation has been 
made to the Church at By: Bytown, for the wrongs which such an Act would 


720 


subject her to at the hands of the Government, or unttl your pettttion- 
er has been allowed the prtvtlege of appeal to the Imperval Government 
on so spectal a case. 

That Your Excellency's petittoner craves the opportuntty of shewtng 
that John Rochester can have no claim to the Lot No. 39, Concession A. 
in Nepean, called a broken front, from pre-emption; that it ts a separ- 
ate Lot from 39, 1st Concession, Nepean; that an Order in Counetl, 
bearing date 12th March, 1842, dectdes that no person was allowed to 
Lease two Reserve Lots at the same ttme, and that therefore tt would 
be wrong that John Rochester should be allowed pre-emption for two 
Lots; that some compensatton may be made the Church of England, by the 
restitution of the broken front, tf the whole cannot be applied to tt; 
and that tf tt be not approprtated to such a purpose, the offers made 
for tts purchase to the Agent for Crown Lands to the extent to £15 per 
acre, should have been accepted for the benefit of the Clergy Reserve 
fund. 

That Your Excellency's pettttoner cannot but coneetve the endowment 
of the Scotch Church with 200 acres of Clergy Reserve in 1836, (as an 
equivalent for the lands set apart for the Church of England at Bytown,) 
for whitch the Patent Deed was tssued without dtffteulty, and which has 
been held wtthout molestatton sinee, should have entttled hts endow- 
ment to the same good fatth and protection on the part of the Govern- 
ment whitch has marked tts conduct towards the Presbyterian Body, as 


(115) 
well as to other denominations; and that as tt has been admitted by the 
Executive, that the Glebe lots in question were set apart for the 
Church at Bytown, and that the parties clatmtng to purchase them could 
not substantiate a claim, and could have therefore no title to pre-emp- 
tton. Your petitttoner constders the subgect of thetr altenatton from 
the Chureh, should have met with the gravest constderation, and the 
most ample tnvesttgatton, on the part of the Executive; and that his 
prayer to be allowed an appeal to Her Majesty's deciston should have 
been heard, stnee tt could not have tnvaded any gust rtght of John 
Rochester or William Hopkins to the purchase of his Glebes, and would 
have afforded your pettttoner the opportuntty of redress. 

That the recommendation of the Comntttee of the Honourable Executive 
Counetl, as furnished your petttioner from the Crown Lands Department, 
to the effect that tf any vacant Crown Lands extst tn the netghbour- 
hood of Bytown, (excepting Lot Letter 0,) a free grant of ten acres 
thereof be made to the Eptseopal Church of Bytown, tf destrable for 
the erection of a new church, parsonage house, burtal ground, &c., 
could in no degree be a compensation to the church already tn exist- 
ence for the loss of tts endowment; and that could such a grant be 
made, tt would be utterly useless for the purposes spectfied, whilst 
Lot Letter 0 ts excepted, since this ts the only Crown Land known to 
the Crown Land Agent to be vacant within ten miles of Bytown which 
could be constdered at all ltkely, from its population, to need a new 
church parsonage, or burtal ground. Wor can your pettttoner be other- 
wtse than surprised at such excluston, whtlst tt ts understood that the 
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Roman Catholte Chureh are to have its already magnificent endowment 
from the Crown, augmented by a further grant from this very spot. That 
under the etreumstances detatled, your petitioner feels the Church of 
England at Bytown ts suffering great grievances at the hands of the 
Executive, by the invasion of her endowment without just compensation, 
whtlst others are left tn undisturbed possession of the favours of the 
Crown. 

Your Excelleney's petitioner therefore prays for a re-constderation 
of the subject in whieh counsel may be heard on his behalf; that he may 
be granted redress and full compensation for his Glebe lots, if other- 
wise appropriated; and that tf the Executive should still refuse to 
grant him such redress or compensation, that no Patent may be tssued 
to John Rochester until he has referred the question to the Imperial 
Executive. 

And your petitioner will ever pray. 


(Signed, ) S. S. STRONG. 
Bytown, 14th March, 1846. 


To Hts Exeelleney, Lieutenant General, the Right Honourable the Earl 
of Catheart, Admintstrator of the Government of the Province of 
Canada, and Commander of Her Majesty's Forces in British North 
Amertea, in Counetl. 


The Memorial of the Reverend S. S. Strong, 


AHUMBLY SHEWETH, 

That Your Excelleney's Memortaltst in the year 1837 was appointed to 
the Reetory of Bytown with the sanction of the Lteutenant Governor of 
the Province of Upper Canada, Sir Francis Bond Head, Baronet. 

That at the time Your Excellency's Memortalist was so appointed, 
there was a Glebe set apart for the use of the said Rectory, as ap- 
pears by the Reports of the House of Assembly tn 1836, whitch consisted 
of Lots No. 17 and 18 tn the Townshtp of Gloucester. 

That tn 1838 Your Memortaltst, in reply to a letter recetved from 
the Clergy Reserve Agent, asking Your Memortaltst tf tt was necessary 
that any change should be made tn the above mentioned Glebe lots, re- 
plied that tt was necessary, tn as much as Lot No. 17 appeared to be 
leased, and Your Memortalist therefore prayed that Lot No. 39, 1st 
Coneession of Nepean, Ottawa front, might be substituted for it, the 
Seoteh Church having been endowed with 200 acres equally near the town. 

That, on a vistt of the late Lieutenant Governor, Sir George Arthur, 
to Bytown, a short time afterwards Your Memortalist latd before His 
Excellency the destitution of the Church of England, tn consequence of 
tts endowment having been withheld, whtlst other denominations had been 
so favoured, and prayed the interference of the Ecrecutive tn its behalf. 

That His Excellency Str George Arthur, admitted the hardship of the 
case, and requested that a letter with a statement of the etreumstances, 
might be addressed to him through the Secretary, whtch letter gave rise 
to the correspondence, coptes of whtch are enclosed. 
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That tt will be seen by the satd correspondence, that the justice of 
those claims were admitted, and would have been remedied by the Execu- 
tive, had the Clergy Reserve question been settled. 

That your Memortaltst has learnt, with great regret, that the Lot 18, 
Ist Coneesston of Gloucester, on the Ottawa, clatmed by a person named 
Hopkins, or Rathwell, whtch claims were set astde by a mtnute of Coun- 
a copy of whtch ts annexed; and that Lot 39, 1st Concesston, Nepean, 
Ottawa front, whtch your Memortalist prayed for in exchange for Lot No. 
17, tn Gloucester, and to whitch exchange the annexed correspondence 
shews no objection on the part of the Executive, but for the unsettled 
state of the Clergy Reserves, the Squatters on tt having been held %o 
possess no claim, are now offered for sale; and your Memortalist, there- 
fore, prays that the claims of the Church at Bytown, to these Lots, may 
agatn be constdered, and have full and impartial justice rendered them, 
before the Executive sanettons their altenatton. 

That your Memortaltst cannot but think the Church at Bytown possesses 
the strongest posstble elatms to the indulgence of the Government, as 
tt regards these Glebe Lots, tn as much as tn the year 1836, a Clergy 
Reserve, Lot H, tn Coneesston 6, Township of Nepean, conststing of 
about 200 acres, was exchanged, as your Memortaltst ts tnformed, for 
25 acres of Crown Land, (utterly worthless) in order that the said 
Clergy Reserve might be bestowed on the Secoteh Church at Bytown. 

That Her Majesty's Board of Ordnance having endowed the Roman 
Catholte Church with a new valuable ptece of Land, and the Methodist 
also, whtlst such a favour was withheld from the Church of England, 
your Memortaltst belteves these endowments were made in consequence 
of tts betng felt that the Glebe set apart were secured to her by every 
prinetple of good fatth, and would become her property. 

That your Memortalist, therefore, lays before your Excellency in 
Councetl, hts claims for redress, and prays that tf the questton be not 
constdered one tn which the Executive in thts country can tnterfere, 
that the sale of these Glebe lots may be stayed unttl the pleasure of 
Her Majesty can be ascertained upon the subject. 


(Signed, ) S. S. STRONG. 
Bytown, February 4, 1846 


COPY OF MINUTE OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 
IN COUNCIL, 12th Mareh, 1840. 


Benjamin Rathwell, under whom the Petitioner claims, does not appear 
to have been promised any lease for the lot or to have had any-- (here 
a word occurs tllegtble) ordered for him--he would not have been per- 
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mitted to lease two reserve lots at the same time tf his application 
had been regular. 

The applteatton and the lease ordered were but for one lot of land, 
and although the Petittoner's tmprovements, made under the false tmpres- 
ston that he purchased the land from a person who leased tt, mtght be 
constdered in his favor, tf the lot were free from difficulty, they 
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eannot avatl to invalidate an appropriation of land really vacant as 
to any right of oecupatton in all publte departments. 


(Stgned, ) R. B. SULLIVAN. 


(57.) CROWN LAND DEPARTMENT. 
Montreal, 12th February, 1846. 

As regards Lot No. 18 tn the ist Con. of Gloucester, reference is 
requested to the Petition of Willtam Hopkins and the Order in Council 
of the 18th November last, under whtch Order a sale of the lot has 
been made. 

No. 17 was in ltke manner desertbed as a Glebe, together with No. 
18, and stayed by the Attorney General, and the Department ts not aware 
that an exchange for No. 39 in Ist Cone. of Nepean had been authorised, 
as stated by the Reverend Pettttoner; with regard to whitch lot refer- 
ence ts requested to the accompanying application of John Rochester 
wtth Report thereon of this date, No. 54. 


(Signed, ) T. BOUTHILLIER. 


Extract from the proceedings in Council of the 19th May, 1836, ap- 
proved by Hts Excellency the Lteutenant Governor. 


The Presbytertans of By town, by Thomas M'Kay, praying that the Clergy 
Reserve lot, letter H, in Concession C. on the Rideau, in the Township 
of Nepean, may be granted as a Glebe to the Clergyman of the Church of 
Seotland at Bytown. Recommended, for the purpose mentioned in the Pett- 
ttoner's applteatton, provided that no other lot has been appropriated 
as a Glebe for the benefit of the Scoteh Church at Bytown, and ltkewtse 
on condttion tt ts no longer requtred to be reserved for the Rideau 
Canal. 

Certified, 
BE. PARENT, 


Bytown, 4th February, 1838. 


To the Civil Secretary, 
Toronto. 


SIR, 

Hts Excellency the Lieutenant Governor on his late vtsit to this 
place having expressed himself favorable to the endowment of the Church 
here as a Rectory, and been pleased to think my wtshes for the annexa- 
tton of a Clergy Reserve near the Town proper, may I beg you to lay 
before His Excelleney an tnelosed letter from Major Bolton, certifying 
that tt ts not wanted for Government purposes, together with the copy 
of mine whtch elictted tt, as tn the event of the tssuing of a patent 
I know of no other at all available for useful purposes but thts Re- 
serve and Lot 18, 1st Concession Gloucester, on the Ottawa, which lat- 
ter ts recommended to be set apart for the Rectory of Bytown in the 
schedule of Church Endowments returned in reply to the Governor's Mes- 
sage of April 12th, 1836. The other lot forming part of the proposed 
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endoument ts, as appears tn the Government Office, dtsposed of under 
Lease. 

His Excelleney having mantfested a great desire for the promotton 
of the sptritual welfare of thts place, I may perhaps be permitted to 
lay before him, at a future pertod, a statement of the difficulttes 
under whieh our Church was butlt, the wants of an tnereastng popula- 
tion, and the utter imposstbiltty which exists for the accommodation 
of the poor in so small a butlding, more especially whilst the only 
room provtded for such a purpose ts occeupted by Her Majesty's Troops. 
These dtfftculttes the inhabitants had hoped to have overcome, by a 
grant from Her Majesty's Government, or an allowance from the back rents 
of the Clergy Reserves, such a promise of atd having been held out to 
them durtng Str John Colborne's administration tin 1838. 

Not a farthtng, however, has the Government or Colony ever applted 
to the Minister or the Church, and tt has even devolved on the people 
to support the Chaplain to the Troops, as well as to provide them a 
Chapel from their own resources, whilst many other Churches in the 
Provinee, both of the Establishment and Presbytertan fatth, have been 
favoured with adequate salartes for thetr Mintsters, as well as grants 
for thetr Churches. 





Tam, &c. 
S. S. STRONG. 


Copy of a Minute tn Counetl, approved by Hts Excellency, the Lteuten- 
ant Governor, on the Petition of the Reverend S. S. Strong, pray- 
ing that Lot number thirty-nine, in the first Concession of Nepean, 
may be granted as an endowment to the Church at Bytown 


IN COUNCIL, SESE SER 1838. 


Were the question of the Rectortes and Clergy Reserves set at rest, 
the Council see no great difficulty tn the way of acceding to the 
prayer of the Petttion; the person now tn occupation of the Lot has no 
legal title, and his improvements appear to have been amply compensated 
by the timber whitch he ts represented to have taken from the land; if 
the contrary should appear, he may be otherwise compensated. But the 
Counetl having httherto abstained from any proceedings whitch could tn- 
volve the Lteutenant Governor, personally, on the question of the endow- 
ments, respectfully recommend that all proceedings on the present Peti- 
tton be stayed until the great questton shall be settled; the Lot ts, 
moreover, tn the tmmedtate netghbourhood of the Chaudtére Falls, and 
may be required for publtc purposes, and tt ts, therefore, desirable 
that, unttl tt be finally dtsposed of, no pledge shall be held out to 
any clatmant. 

WILLIAM H. LEE, 


Confidenttal Clerk. 


The Reverend S. S. STRONG, 
By town. 
Bytown, 21st December, 1838. 


SIR, 
Before I publish to the congregation under my charge, the Minute in 
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Counetl refusing the prayer of my late Petition, craving Government 
asststance for the Church at Bytown, I would respectfully soliett per- 
mtsston once more to place before His Excellency some of the extreme 
features marking the case of the Established Church in thts place; 
features which, I know, carry with them to the minds of many persons, 
a deetded convtetion that they have been treated by the Government 
with unduttful neglect, tf not punitive indifference. 

Equitably entitled under the pledge gtven by the Government of Upper 
Canada, to the Soctety for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign parts, to 
an annual salary for thetr Mintster, the claims of the Church in this 
respect have always been rejected. Whilst grants of money and sites 
for the erection of Churches of other denominations were freely made 
throughout the Provinee, Bytown was refused all asststance either in 
money or land; and so destitute is it of a resting place for its dead, 
as to be compelled, on the sufferance of the Engineer Officer in com- 
mand, to tnter them within the spot destined for military defences. 
And all this tndtfference to the just, not the exclustve, elaims of 
the Established Church tn Bytown, extsts, whilst within tts prectinets 
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the Roman Catholies have recetved Government grants both tn land and 
money; the Seoteh Church the best Clergy Reserve tn the netghbourhood, 
tn addttton to a handsome salary for tts mintster; and the Methodists, 
as forming part of the general body who receive Government assistance, 
have also been relteved. 

Without reference to such an endowment as shall tnvolve the Lieuten- 
ant Governor, personally, tn the Clergy Reserve or Rectory question, 
(whitch, as tt respects this place, I am content should abide the great 
general dectston) I may, perhaps, be allowed to state my perfect inabtl- 
tty to retain thts Misston wtthout I am granted land suffictent for the 
erectton of a Parsonage and the maintenance of a horse. At present, 
from undertaking the Cure of Bytown, I am compelled to pay half of the 
stipend which I receive from the Soetety for my Lower Canada Mission, 
for a House wtthout even a Garden. 

Should my present application for a portion of the Clergy Reserve, 
already pettttoned for, to be applted to such purposes, be granted 
upon a simple tenure wtthout reference to the Rectory endowments, tnto 
whitch tt could merge; should the settlement of the general question 
prove favourable, I should perhaps be enabled to erect a house, re- 
lteve myself of a large portion of my expenditure, and retatn my Mis- 
ston: but tf thts appltcatton should be unseccessful, no alternative 
will remain to me, but one whteh I shall very reluctantly assume, viz., 
the resignation of my Misston; an alternative already latd before the 
Lord Btshop of the Diocese, as probable. 

Before submitting the mtnute tn Counetl to my Congregation, I can- 
not but hope that the apparent indtfference which it betrays to the 
establishment here, may be modified by a favourable reconstderattion of 
the Petition, and an order entitling the members of the Church of Eng- 
land to at least the same as has been ceded to the Scotch Church. It 
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will be impossible, under any other decision, for the Ministers or Con- 
gregation of Bytown to constder themselves as equitably treated; in- 
deed, a negative to thetr clatms will amount to a politteal censure for 
their honest adherence to the Church of England. 


I am, Sir, 
Your obedtent Servant, 
S. S. STRONG, 
Rector of Bytown. 
TO JOHN MACAULAY, Esquire, 
Civtl Secretary, Toronto, 
Upper Canada. 


Copy of a Report of the Executtve Counetl of the 21st instant, ap- 
proved by His Excellency, the Lieutenant Governor, on the letter of the 
Reverend S. S. Strong. 

The Executtve Counctl have perused and considered the renewed appli- 
catton of the Reverend Mr. Strong for a.portton of a Clergy Reserve, 
tn the netghbourhood of Bytown, to be applied to the use of the par- 
sonage at that place. 

The Act of Parliament, 31st Geo. III. Cap. 31, dtstinetly points out 
the manner tn which the Church of England ts to be endowed; and the 
Council respectfully coneetve that an appropriation of land in a dtf- 
ferent manner, pending the present dtscusston of the Clergy Reserve 
question, would, tnstead of betng beneficial, prove highly detrimental 
to the interests of the church. 

The legal question raised respecting the suffictency of the instruc- 
ttons under which the 57 Rectortes were founded, caused the Government 
to forbear making any further endowments, unttl a final settlement of 
the dtsputed potnt should enable tt to do so, without giving rise to 
renewed complaints on the part of those who disputed the valtdity of 
the instructtons, 

When, from the documents before them, Her Majesty's Law Officers were 
led to the optnton that the instructtons were tnsuffictent; the Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies dtrectéd proceedings to repeal the 
grants; itt was then open to Her Majesty's Government, tf tt saw fit, 
to have confirmed the tnstitutton of the Rectories by new letters pat- 
ent, but such a course seems not to have been constdered advisable. 

When, upon inspection of new documents, Her Majesty's Law Offtcers 
reported the tnstitutton of the Rectortes lawful--the Government still 
constdered the question open for legal adjudtcatton, and recommended 
that tt should be trted by appeal to the Court of ultimate resort in 
England; and no tnstruettons have been since recetved, etther for the 
confirmation of the old Rectortes, or for the erectton of new ones. 

The general tnstructions and the terms of the Royal Commisston may, 
no doubt, be held suffictent authority for the creatton of New Rec- 
tortes, but tt would not be conststent with the offer to try the valid- 
tty of the instttution of the 57 Rectories--and the absence of all or- 
ders to conftrm them,--to assume that tt ts the actual destre of Her 
Majesty's Government that new Rectortes should be at present endowed; 
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on the contrary, tt appears to the Council to be the wishes of Her Ma- 
jesty's Ministers, to leave the whole matter as tt stands at present, 
until tt shall be finally dtsposed of upon general principles. 

As regards appropriations made to other Churches or Congregations, 
the Counetl beg to observe, that none of these could legally be made of 
Clergy Reserve land, as such; the land in such cases was tntended to 
be withdrawn from the Clergy Reserves, and granted as Crown Lands, other 
Crown Lands of equal value being assigned in lieu as Clergy Reserves. 

The granting lands for these purposes has, for a long time ceased, 
and the law at present does not allow of free grants for any purpose, 
unless the claimants be entttled under former orders of Council, or 
regulations of the Government. 

The Counetl trust that these remarks will shew Your Excellency that, 
tn declining to advtse Your Excellency to aecede to the prayer of the 
pettttoner, the Council has proceeded altogether from a desire to avotd 
any further difftculty or embarrassment to this Government, and that in 
fact there was scarcely room for choice or dtseretion in the course to 
be pursued. 

WILLIAM H. LEE, 
Acting C. EB. C. 
(Copy. ) 
To the Honourable DENIS B. PAPINEAU, 
Commisstoner of Crown Lands, 
G2. GC. GC: 


The Petition of John Rochester, of Bytown, in the 
Distrtet of Dathousie, 


MOST HUMBLY SHEWETH: 

That your petittoner, in the year 1836, purchased from Mr. Isaac 
Firth, of Bytown, Lot No. 39, 1st Concession, and 39 on the broken 
front in the Township of Nepean, for which he patd £60, currency, which 
are Clergy Reserves. The satd lots were granted by Hits Excellency, Sir 
P. Mattland to Mr. Firth, tn 1824, who was from time to time assured by 
Major Hillter, the Secretary to the then Governor, that a Patent might 
be expected for the same. 

That the satd Isaac Firth made repeated subsequent appltcattons to 
the Crown Land Department, accompained by the necessary documents for 
a Patent, who was on every occasion encouraged to belteve he would re- 
ceive one, but from the difficulttes which arose respecting the settle- 
ment of the Clergy Reserves, tt was deferred. 


(118) 

That your pettttoner, on the fatth of those assurances from the Gov- 
ernment, has tneurred a great expense in erecting dwelling houses and 
other buildings, both upon the broken front and on the lot where he now 
resides with hts family, and had never for a moment entertained a single 
doubt of his rematning in the peaceable possesston thereof. 

That your petitioner has reason to belteve that one of the Commtsston- 
ers, who tnspected the lots from a personal and sinister motive, wtshes 
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to have the broken front detached from the other part of the land, of 
whteh tt constitutes an integral part. Your petittoner wtll be able to 
prove the assertions above alluded to by the clearest testimony; tn the 
event of your petitioner losing the broken front, he would be completely 
cut off from hts water privileges, thus rendering the remainder compara- 
tively of ltttle value, there betng on the whole not more than 25 acres 
of good land. Your petittoner therefore most humbly begs that Your 
Honour wtll be gractously pleased not to sanction the ditssevering of 
satd broken front from the lot of whieh tt ortginally formed, and still 
continues to form, an integral part, until a fair and open tnvestiga- 
tion takes place. 

Your petttitoner makes thts appltcatton to Your Honour, knowing from 
universal report that your motives are just and equitable, wtshing to 
see justice done tn all cases that come before you. 

ALL whtch ts respectfully submitted. 


(Stgned, ) JOHN ROCHESTER. 


This ts to certify that I sold to John Rochester, of Nepean, tin 
April, 1836, all my privtleges in Lot No. 39 and tts broken front in 
the 1st Concesston Ottawa front, tn Nepean, for or the sum of stxty pounds, 
whteh amount he paid me duly. 

Satd lot was gtven me possesston of by Sir Peregrine Maitland, tin 
the beginning of 1824, through Major Htllter, whitch lot and broken 
front I enjoyed uninterrupted possession of, unttl I let Mr. Rochester 
have tt. 

(Stgned, ) ISAAC FIRTH. 


CROWN LAND DEPARTMENT , 
Montreal, 12th February, 1846. 

As regards Lot No. 39, in 1st Concesston Nepean, reference ts re- 
quested to the Memorial of the Reverend S. S. Strong, reported on this 
day, as well as to the proceedings in Council, 3d February, 1834, on 
the Petition of Isaac Firth. 

The lot, by the recent inspection, ts reported to be tn the occupa- 
tion of John Rochester, wtth 30 acres improved; and should Your Excel- 
Leney constder the elatm advanced by the Reverend Mr. Strong tnvalid, 
I would recommend that Mr. Rochester be allowed to purchase at the 
valuatton (50s. per acre) under the present regulations, upon paytng 
back rent stnee the occupation of Isaac Firth, (tn 1823,) from whom he 
purchased the possesston, with the exception of the south part, (44 
acres, ) required by the Ordnance Department for the Rtdeau Canal. 

The broken front, tntervening between the above and the River Ottawa, 
ts also a Clergy Reserve, contatning about 76 acres, reported to have 
but three acres tmproved thereon, and having been tn dispute between 
Daniel M'Laughlin and John Rochester, as well as other appltcattons for 
the purchase, and as tt immedtately adjoins By town, I would suggest 
that tt be offered at auction, at the upset price of 40s. per acre, 
wtth the exception of one or two acres required for publte purposes, 
by letter of 22d ultimo from the Board of Works. 
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It ts presumed that asthe land is set apart for the Clergy, both the 
Ordnanee Department and Board of Works will be required to pay for the 
quantity reserved by them. 

(Stgned, ) Tf. BOUTHILLIER. 


In Committee, February 17th, 1846. 


The Committee recommend that John Rochester be allowed to purchase, 
under the present regulation, Clergy Reserve Lot No. 39 (with the ex- 
ception of what has been taken by the Board of Ordnance) upon payment 
of the back rent stnee 1823, and that Crown Land of an equal value to 
the quantity taken by the Ordnance be set apart and sold on account of 
the Clergy fund. Further, that the broken front be also sold to John 
Rochester at the valuation of 40s. per acre, according to the 25th sec- 
tion of the Land Act. And lastly, that if any vacant Crown Land exists 
tn the neighbourhood of Bytown, (excepting Lot Letter 0,) a free grant 
of ten acres thereof be made to the Episcopal Church of Bytown, tf 
destrable, for the erection of a new church, parsonage house, burial 
ground, &€. 








Approved tn Council, February 18th, 1846. 


Extract from the proceedings tn Counetl of the 3d February, 1834, 
approved by Hts Excellency, the Lieutenant Governor. 

On the Petition of Isaac Firth, stating that he was put tn posses- 
ston of part of Clergy Lot No. 39, in the 1st Concession on the Ottawa, 
tn the Township of Nepean, by Major Elliot; that he has made constder- 
able improvements thereon, and praying that he may be granted a lease 
for satd lot. 

Not recommended. 

Certtfted. 
EB. PARENT. 


(Copy. ) 

To His Excellency the Right Honourable Charles Theophilus, Baron 
Metcalfe, of Fernhill, tn the County of Berks, Knight, Grand Cross 
of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, one of Her Majesty's 
Most Honourable Privy Council, Governor General of British North 
America, &C., &c., &. 


The Petitton of the undersigned, of the Township of Gloucester, in the 
Dalhousie Distrtet, and Province of Canada West, 


HUMBLY SHEWETH: 

That your Petitioner settled on Lot number etghteen, in the first 
Coneesston on the Ottawa, of the satd Townshtp of Gloucester, about 
seven years ago, and has been living thereon ever since, and has also 
made improvements and buildings on the satd Lot, and ts anxious to pur- 
chase tt, the said Lot being a Clergy Reserve. 

Your Petitioner would beg to state, that the qualtty of the land is 
so very inferior, that he cannot think tt worth more than seven shillings 
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and stxpence per acre; but being informed that tt cannot be sold for 
less than eight shillings per acre, on account of hts improvements 
on the Lot, and rather than lose all, he ts willing to give that for 
Dos 

Your Petttioner, therefore, most humbly requests, that your Excel- 
Leney will cause an Order to be tssued, to enable your Petttioner to 
purchase the satd Lot. 

And your Pettttoner, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 


(Stgned, ) WILLIAM HOPKINS. 
Bytowun, 10th September, 1845. 


641. 
CROWN LAND DEPARTMENT, 
Montreal, November 6th, 1845. 


The Pettttoner appears to have made an appltcatton for thts Lot, 
by Petttion, in 1841, upon whtch no defintte actton was taken; and 
reference ts requested to the Petition of Benjamin Rathwell, which was 
before the Council on the 12th March, 1840. 


CED: 

The Lot tn questton was set apart as a Glebe, by Order in Counectl 
of the 15th January, 1836, and appears. to have been descrtbed for Pat- 
ent. The Patent, however, was not completed, having been stayed by 
the Attorney General. 

It was not tneluded in the general inspection of the Clergy Reserves, 
and by the accompanytng certificate of Mr. Deputy Surveyor, Robert Bell, 
the Petittoner has 40 acres cleared thereon. 


(Stgned) D. B. PAPINEAU. 


I do hereby certify that I have examtned lot number etghteen, in 
the first Concession on the Ottawa River, Townshtp of Gloucester, in 
the Dalhouste District, (Canada West.) That Willtam Hopkins ts set- 
tled on the satd lot, and ts the only person settled, or having any tm- 
provements thereon. That on tt there ts about forty acres cleared, 
about twenty acres hard wood unimproved, a few acres, about stx, mtxed 
timber, (ash, hemlock, and cedar.) The rematnder ts a swamp, covered 
closely wtth a small growth of green timber, chtefly tamarack and cedar. 

The butldtngs on the lot are a log-house, etghteen by twenty-four 
feet, one story high; a log-barn, twenty-eight by forty-five feet, and 
two small outhouses. There ts a new house of sided ttmber commenced, 
tt ts twenty-four by twenty-seven feet, the walls are ratsed eight logs 
high, and stand so. The satd butldings and improvements are all on the 
rear end of the lot, excepting a few acres of the improved land, (which 
ts good,) the quality of the sotl ts infertor, tn some places the rock 
ts but thinly covered. When in a state of nature, the value of the 
satd lot was about seven shillings and sixpence per acre. The said Wil- 
ltam Hopkins, I belteve, has been on the lot about seven years. 

Given under my hand at Gloucester, thts tenth day of September, 1845. 





USE 


(Stgned) ROBERT BEEL, 
Deputy Provinetal Surveyor 


IN COMMITTEE, 14th November, 1845. 


The Committee recommend Petitioner for purchase, at eight shillings 
per acre. 
Approved tn Council, 
18th November, 1845. 


Cullers and Mr. Chabot, from the Select Committee to which 

Inspectors of was referred the Petitton of Roderick M'Gillts and 

Timber, others, Cullers, and Inspectors of Timber, presented 

(Quebec. ) to the House the Report of the satd Committee, which 
was agatn read at the Clerk's table, and is as fol- 

loweth: 

Report. Your Committee have tnqutred into the merits of 


the satd Petition, and beg leave to recommend that 
the prayer thereof should be granted. 


Berl: Ordered, That Mr. Chabot have leave to bring in a 
Btll to incorporate "the Quebec Culler's Bene- 





voltent Soetety." 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Tuesday, the twenty-etghth instant. 


Middlesex Mr. Dtekson, Chatrman of the Select Committee ap- 
Election. potnted to try the mertts of the Petition of Willtamn 
Notman, Esquire, of Dundas, in the Gore District, 

complaining of the undue Election and Return of Edward Ermatinger, 
Esqutre, to represent the County of Mtddlesex tn thts present Parlta- 
ment reported, that he was directed by the satd Committee to lay before 
the House a letter from Willtam Horton, Esqutre, Chatrman of the Com- 
misstoners appointed to take evidence in the matter of the said Elec- 
tton which accompanted the Return made by the satd Commtsstoners. 

The satd letter ts as follows:-- 





London, 8th April, 1846. 


SIR, 

I have the honour to transmtt to you, herewith, the Copy of Minutes 
and Evidence taken by the Comntsstoners, to take Evidence in the case 
of the contested Electton for Middlesex. 

Those papers should have been forwarded at the commencement of the 
Session, but Mr. Warren, one of the Commtsstoners, and myself, were of 
opinion, that we would be ordered again to proceed in taking further 
evidence, in consequence of having only recetved evidence tn the case 
of two or three of the Townshtps. 

We thought tt probable such an order, or an order to transmit the 
Minutes of Evidence, would reach us about the 7th tnstant. 

That aeting upon that supposition, we deemed tt advisable to adjourn 
the satd Commtssion to London, to be holden upon that day, and tmmedt- 
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ately thereafter to transmit the Minutes and Evidence according to the 
provisions of the Act, in the event of our not being ordered to proceed 
tn taking evidence. 

I have now the honour of forwarding the same, certifted, according 
to the provtstons of the Act, 8th Geo. 4th,chap. 5, sec. 6. 

I have the honour to be, 
Bur, 
Your most obedient Servant, 
W. HORTON. 
Chatrman of the Com. 

To the Honourable Str ALLAN MACWAB, 

Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, 

of the Provinee of Canada. 


MR. AYLWINL9--Moved for the reading of the order of the House, dir- 
ecting Thomas Warren and others, to appear at the bar 11 


(119) 
On motion of the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, seconded by Mr. Taché, 


Entry tn Jour- Ordered, That the Entry tn the Journals of this 
nal read. House, of the thirty-first day of March last, 


"That Willtam Horton, of the Town of London, 
Esquire; George S. Tiffany, of the Town of Hamilton, Esquire; and 
Thomas D. Warren, of the Village of St. Thomas, Esquire, Commisstoners 
appointed to take evidence tn the matter of the contested Election for 
the County of Middlesex, having been gutlty of neglect tn not return- 
tng the Comnisston tssued by the Order of the House, be summoned to 
appear at the Bar of thts House, and that they bear the expense of 
the summons," be now read. 

The satd Entry was read accordingly. 


He, MR. AYLWIN, felt himself called upon to read a letter he held in 
his hand from the above mentioned persons (Commissioners on the Middle- 
sex contested election) informing the House that the papers connected 
with this case should be forwarded to the House at the opening of the 
session. But that had not been done; notwithstanding fourteen months 
had elapsed from the time of the appointment of the commissioners; still 
no satisfactory answer had been made. An order had since been issued, 
directing the attention of those gentlemen at the bar, to which no at- 
tention had been paid, although nineteen or twenty days should be quite 
sufficient to enable them to present themselves at the bar, if the order 
of the House had been communicated to them, as he took it for granted 
it was. He therefore felt himself bound to pursue a course which he 
had been dissuaded from by the clemency of hon. gentlemen at an earlier 
period, and in order to prevent the privileges and dignity of the House 
from being trampled on, would move that the Sergeant at Arms be directed 
to take those gentlemen into custody.12 


(119) 
The Honourable Mr. Aylwin moved, seconded by Mr. Taché, That Willtam 


733 


Horton, of the Town of London, Esquire, and Thomas D. Warren, of the 
Village of St. Thomas, Esquire, be taken into the custody of the Ser- 
geant~at-Arms attending this House, or his Deputy. 


MR. JOHNSTON said, if ever there was an arbitrary motion, it was 
that just made by the hon. member for Quebec, and he was convinced that 
the House would not consent to it. He supposed the hon. member's next 
step would be an action for imprisonment; but if he went so far, recent 
events would show that Colonial Legislatures had not that power, as he 
was prepared to prove.13 


MR. HALE, considered it very indelicate of the hon. member for Quebec 
to introduce this motion without having previously given notice, more 
especially when several of the friends of those gentlemen were at that 
moment out of the House. (Oh, oh) 14 


MR. AYLWIN insisted that his motion was correct, there was no notice 
required, and he was prepared to stand by it.15 


MR. HALE, had not intimated that the motion was incorrect. He had 
said it was indelicate of the hon. member, and he said so still. He 
would wish to know ... however, whether there was any proof that the sum-= 
mons had been served on those persons. (Hear, hear.)16 


MR. DICKSON--On the part of the Committee replied, that there was no 
evidence before it which would show that the summons had been served. He 
was of opinion, however, that a sufficient space of time had elapsed for 
those gentlement (sic) to present themselves at the bar, and fully con- 
curred with the hon. member for Quebec, that the dignity of this House 
should be upheld.1/ 


MR. BALDWIN said, a summons of the House was not in the nature of a 
writ, not requiring evidence that it had been served. From the time at 
which the letter containing the order of the House had been posted, he 
could not doubt in his own mind that it had been received sufficiently 
early for those gentlemen to be now in Montreal. And as the order had 
not been obeyed, he conceived there could be no difference of opinion 
as to the course the hon. member should take.18 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER--Expressed his concurrence in the motion.19 


(178) 
Mr. Hale moved, seconded by Mr. Riddell, That the further constdera- 
tton of the satd motton be postponed until Wednesday next. 
The questton having been put upon the satd motton, a division ensued, 
and the names betng called for, they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YEAS. 
Boulton, Brooks, Christte, Colville, Cummings, DeBleury, Duggan, Er- 


matinger, Foster, Hale, Johnston, LeBoutillier, Macdonald of CORNWALL, 
Macdonald of KINGSTON, M'Connell, Merritt, Meyers, Murney, Rtddell, Rob- 


lin, Stewart of BYTOWN, Stewart of PRESCOTT, Webster, Wtlltams, and 
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Woods.--(25.) 


NAYS. 


Armstrong, Aylwin, Baldwin, Berthelot, Bertrand, Bouthillier, Cayley, 
Chabot, Chauveau, Daly, Desaunter, DeWitt, Dickson, Attorney General 


(120) 
Robinson, Scott, Attorney General Smith, Smith of WENTWORTH, Soltiettor 
General Taschereau, Thompson, and Viger.--(34. ) 


So it passed tn the negative. 
The questton being then put on the matn motton, tt was agreed to un- 
antmously, and 


Ordered, Accordingly. 


Member added Ordered, That Mr. Powell be added to the Select Com- 
to a Com- mittee to whitch was referred the Petttion of the 
mittee. Reverend David Leavitt and others, mintsters and 





members of the Christtan Universalist Assoctatton 
of Canada West, and another reference. 


Petitton to Ordered, That one hundred copies of each of the Peti- 
be Printed. ttons of Edward M'Naughton and others, of Ste. 


Anne, Ste. Genevieve, and Pointe Clatre, and of 
the Honourable R. U. Harwood and others, of Vaudreuil, be printed for 


the use of the Members of this House. 


On motton of Mr. Chabot, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, 


Private Bills. Ordered, That the time for bringing tn Private Bills 
be extended until Monday, the twenty-seventh in- 

stant. 

Cormatlt Ordered, That Mr. Macdonald of Cornwall have leave to 

Incorpora- bring tn a Btll to amend the Act of Incorporation 

GLOn BELL, of the Town of Cornwall, and to establish a Town 


Counetl therein tn lieu of a Police. 
He cecordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time on Monday next. 








"Les Dames Ordered, That Mr. Leslie have leave to bring in a Bill 
Reltgteuses to ineorporate "Les Dames Religieuses de Notre 

e Notre Dame du Bon Pasteur," at Montreal, for the care 
Dame du and reformatton of Female Penttents. 

Bon Pas- He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the 
tenn” Beeee House, and the same was received and read for the 


first time, and ordered to be read a second time on 
Wednesday next. 


On motion of Mr. Merritt, seconded by Mr. Thompson, 





MAS 


Address for Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His 
return of Pro- Excellency, the Administrator of the Government, 
vinetal Rev- praying that he will be pleased to direct the 
enue. Inspector General to lay before this House, a 


Return of the Recetpt and Expenditure of the Pro- 
vinetal Revenue, spectfying the sources from which recetved, and the 
amounts patd for each separate branch of the Publte Service, for the 
years 1844 and 1845, divided under the following heads:--Amount of Pub- 
lte Debt and Interest patd thereon, Civtl Government, Admintstration of 
Justice, Legtslature, Penstons, Milttia, Education, Agricultural Socie- 
ttes, Hospttals, and Charttable Instttuttons, Public Works, Matntenance 
of Light Houses, Emigration, Police, Miscellaneous Expenses. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency, the Ad- 
mintstrator of the Government, by such Members of this House as are 
of the Honourable the Executive Counetl of thts Provtnee. 


"La Banque Ordered, That Mr. Leslte have leave to bring in a 
des Mar- Bill to tneorporate "La Banque des Marchands." 
enande tw Bi Le. He accordingly presented the said Bill to the 


House, and the same was recetved and read for the 
first time, and ordered to be read a second time on Thursday next. 


Montreal Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Moffatt have leave 
Gas Bill. to bring in a Bill. to ineorporate the Montreal 


Consumers’ Gas Company. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, 29 


He, MR. MOFFATT, said that the bill was to incorporate a Company with 
a capital of £30,000, held in 2,500 shares of £12 each. The Committee 
have reported that due and sufficient notice had not been given; now 
he begged to differ from the opinion of the Committee, the Company do 
not apply for any exclusive privilege, they only pray to be incorporated 
and to be allowed to open the streets, for this reason he did not think 
that the rule was applicable, if however, the petitioners have erred, he 
would crave the indulgence of the House on their behalf. He would beg 
to state that the Corporation of this city were aware of the application 
and had no objection; he had received a letter from the Mayor to that 
effect, 21 


MR. BALDWIN--asked who was the Mayor, as he believed there was some 
doubt on the subject. 22 


MR. MOFFATT--The Mayor in possession, Mr. Ferrier .23 


(720) 
and the same was received and read for the first time, and ordered to 
be read a second time on Monday next. 


Evidence be- Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Papineau have leave 
fore Commis- to bring tn a Bill, to empower Commtsstoners for 
stoners, Bill. enquiring tnto matters connected with the Public 


Bustness, to take evtdence on oath. 
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He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Tuesday, the twenty-etghth instant. 


Cobourg In- Ordered, That Mr. Meyers have leave to bring ina 
corporation Btll, to alter and amend the Act of Incorporation 
Bull. of the Town of Cobourg. 


He accordingly presented the said Bill to the 
House, and the same was recetved and read for the first time, and or- 
dered to be read a second time on Monday next. 


Messages from The Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, one 
His Excellency. of Her Majesty's Executive Council, deltvered to Mr. 


Speaker, two Messages from His Excellency the Admin- 
istrator of the Government, signed by His Excellency.24 
And the satd Messages were read by Mr. Speaker, all the Members of 
the House betng uncovered, and are as followeth:-- 


CATHCART. 

Halifax and The Administrator of the Governnent transmits for 
Quebec Ratl- the information of the Legtslative Assembly, a copy 
road. of a Despateh from Her Majesty's Secretary of State, 


relating to the formatton of a Ratlroad between Que- 
bee and Haltfax; also coptes of Despatches from the Lteutenant Gover- 
nors of Nova Seotia and New Brunswick, communicating Resolutions adopted 
by the Legtslattve Assembltes of those Provinces, in reference to the 
same tmportant subject. 
GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
20th April, 1846. 


(Copy. ) 
No. 16. 
DOWNING STREET, 
drd February, 1846. 
MY LORD, 


I have the honour to transmtt to Your Lordshtp, for your information, 
the copy of a Despatch whtch I have addressed to the Lteutenant Gover- 
nor of New Brunswick, in answer to communtcations whteh my predecessor, 
tin thts Offtce, had recetved from him respecting the formation of a 
Railroad, from Haltfax to Quebec, through the Provinee under his Gov- 
ernment. 

I have, &e. 
(Stgned, ) W. EH. GLADSTONE. 
Lteutenant General, 
The hark CATHCART. Kk, Cab: 
Gen, WC. , wes 


(Copy. ) 
No. 4. 
DOWNING STREET, 
and February, 1846. 


Joy 


oI 

I have received your Despatches of the numbers and dates enumerated 
tn the margin, relative to the construction of a Ratlroad, whitch shail 
connect Halifax and other points tn Nova Scotia, as well as the chtef 
Towns of New Brunswick with Canada, by Quebee, and thus facilitate the 


(lary 
intercourse between Great Britain and all those Provinees. You will 
Learn from my Circular Despateh, addressed to you by thts mail, that 
my attention has been already directed to the important subject of Rail- 
way communteattons in the British Colonies, and you will readily con- 
ecetve that, constdering the magnttude of such undertakings, I find tt 
necessary to use great caution, previously to sanettoning the adoption 
of any posttive measures, so as to avotd the rtsk of exctting expecta- 
tions whitch may not be realtzed. The remark whitch appltes to proposed 
Railways in all Her Majesty's possesstons abroad, ts peculiarly appro- 
priate to a project of the kind now under my notice, which ts an enter- 
prize of great tmportanece, and possesstng a commercial as well as a 
mtlttary character. 

Her Majesty's Government are certainly disposed to vtew with great 
favour the present scheme, tf tt be under taken wtth an earnest inten- 
tton on the part of the Provinces concerned, to provide adequate means 
for the purpose of carrying tt tnto executton. But, I must distinctly 
observe to you that a very strong, and also a very pecultar case, must 
be made out to justify those Provinces tn the expectation, that Her 
Majesty's Government would take upon themselves the responstbiltty of 
recommending the promotion of any such undertaking, whether tn whole or 
tn part, to Parltament, for assistance from the funds of thts Country. 
Reltanee must be placed tn a great degree on private enterprize and 
capttal, but up to the present time, I have very ltttle knowledge, as 
to what ts really to be expected from those sources, towards the for- 
mation of any Ratlway communteation of the nature I have desertbed. I 
am disposed to hope much may be ascertained from the proceedings of the 
Legtslatures now in Sesston, as to the strength or weakness of the dis- 
postition whtch prevatls in the respective Provinces to present Ratlway 
projects to the Assembltes. The form of the Bills, and the actual shape 
whteh such projects may assume, will necessarily improve any means of 
estimating thetr soltdtty. 

In considering spectally your Despateh No. 100, of the 13th November, 
and the valuable tnformation whtch tt contains from yourself and from 
Captain Owen, for whitch I request you will accept my thanks, I must 
acknowledge, that I am disposed to agree with you in thinking, that a 
line from the North Eastern potnt of Nova Scotta, keeping far from the 
Frontter of the Untted States, would be the most advantageous with re- 
ference to Imperial interests, and consequently would be the ltne which 
would have the best clatm upon the countenanee and atd of the Impertal 
Government. 

If you should find that there ts any dtsposttion to entertain that 
route as a matn line, into which collateral lines from Haltfax, St. Johns, 
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or other points mtght run, I apprehend that it would be prudent to en- 
courage the adoption of such a route, in preference to any other; but 
I must request you to understand that, tn the present state of my tnfor- 
matton, I cannot hazard any positive opinion, nor give you any tnstruc- 
tions which should overrule your own clear and dectsive judgment, on 
any question that may arise with regard to the merits of dtfferent 
schemes. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed, ) W. E. GLADSTONE. 
Lieutenant Governor, 
Str W. COLEBROOKE. 


de. &c. &e. 
GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
Haltfax, 30th March, 1846. 
MY LORD, 


I have the honour to enclose, for Your Excelleney's tnformation, a 
copy of a set of Resolutions passed by the House of Assembly of Nova 
Scotta, on the 14th instant, tn relatton to the projected Ratlroad from 
the Atlantie, through Nova Seotta and New Brunswick, to Quebec and Mont- 
real, by which Your Excellency wtll perceive that the Legtslature of 
thts Provinee, have authortzed the expenditure of any necessary: sum of 
money, for the purpose of exploring and ascertaining the best line of 
route for the proposed work within the bounds of thts Colony, and that 
the House of Assembly express a hope, that some corresponding movement 
will be made by the Local Parltaments of New Brunswick and United Can- 
ada. 
~ Your Excellency is already apprized, by my Despatch, No. 363, dated 
17th November, addressed to Lord Stanley, of whteh I had the honour to 
send you a copy, of the very strong optnton I entertain, as to the bene- 
fits whteh would result to the whole of the British North Amertean Col- 
ontes, from the carrying tnto effect of the contemplated scheme; and I 
shall therefore be much gratified, should Your Excellency, and the 
Legtslature of Canada, deem tt expedtent to adopt a similar course 
with the Legtslature of Nova Scotta, or to take any other steps cal- 
culated to advance the undertaking. 

I have the honour to be, &e., &e. 


(Stgned, ) FALKLAND. 








The Rtght Honourable 
Barl CATHCART, 
Gag MCs (AC. 


(Copy.) 
IN THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 
14th March, 1846. 


Whereas, the project of a Ratlroad, to be latd from some Port on the 
Southern shore of Nova Seotta to Quebee, has been the subject of earnest 
constderation during the past year, and as no doubt can be entertained 
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that the successful accomplishment of such an enterprise, would prove 
highly beneficial to the tnhabttants of Her Majesty's North American 
Colonies, and be attended wtth important advantages of a Nattonal, as 
well as of a Provinetal nature, tt becomes proper to ascertain whether 
so great an enterprise can be achieved at a reasonable expense, and 
with a just prospect of commensurate return. 

And whereas, tn order that the Legislature of thts Provinee, may be 
enabled to reach a sound coneluston on the subject, it is necessary 
that the examination of the Country, to. the East and West of Halifax, 
with a view to determine the most approprtate locatton, and that sur- 
veys of such lines, as tt may be found proper to define and describe, 
with full estimates, both of expense and probable income, should be 
made by competent persons. 

Therefore Resolved, That His Excellency, the Lteutenant Governor, be 
respectfully requested to cause such examination, surveys and estimates 
to be made, during the ensuing season--and that thts House wtll provide 
for the expense thereof within the limtts of this Province, and to use 
his best endeavours to obtatn the atd of Her Majesty's Government, to- 
wards carrying out the intention of thts House, by furnishing qualtfied 
Engtneers, and tn such other way as may be practicable and proper--and 
that Hts Excellency be also respectfully requested, to correspond with 
Hts Excellency the Admintstrator of the Government tn Canada, and Hts 
Excellency the Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick, wtth a vtew to pro- 
cure, tf posstble, the coneurrent action of those Provinces, directed 
to a stmilar examination, surveys and estimates within thetr respective 
Limtts. 

Resolved also, That thts House so soon as it shall be assured that 
the satd undertaking, can, with prudence and propriety, be entered upon, 
wtll pass and concur, tn such Acts of Legislatton for the ineorporatton 
of a Company as may be necessary and proper, and will then further con- 
stder in what other modes, and on what condtttons, and to what extent 


(ize) 
tt will be proper, and within the means of the Legislature of Nova Scotia 
to grant Provinetal asststance towards a scheme, the suecessful accomp- 
lishment of whtch, promtses results of no ordinary magnitude to this 
Provinee, and Her Majesty's Domtntons tn North Amerteca. 
Copy from the Journal. 


J. WHIDDEN, 
Clerk, 
(Copy. ) 
No. 8068. 
GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
Haltfax, November 17, 1846. 
MY LORD, 


I have the honour to acknowledge Your Lordshtp's Despatch No. 249, 
dated 21st September, betng in reply to my Despatch No. 339, of the 19th 
August, tn whteh I informed you, that I had recetved a Memortal from a 
body styling themselves the Promoters and Provistonal Board of the Halt- 
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fax, Quebee and Montreal Railway Company, requesting that I would, in 
my capacity of Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia, take steps for their 
tneorporation, and for securing to them certain exclusive facilittes 
and advantages therein detailed. 

I deemed the observattons contatned in Your Lordship's eommunicatton 
to be of so much importance, so well calculated to prevent the evils 
you deprecate, as likely to result from prectpttate action tn this mat- 
ter, and at the same time, essentially to promote the ultimate success 
of the undertaking, should tt turn out to be practtcable, that I thought 
tt my duty to promulgate them through the medium of the Provinetal Press. 

By the same Packet which brought the above, a second letter was ad- 
dressed to me, by Mr. Bridges (who stgns himself the Secretary to the 
Provistonal Commtttee of the projected Ratlway), accompanted bya paper 
containing an account of certain proceedings which took place at a meet- 
ing of the satd Committee, and itn which I conceive my previous corres- 
pondence with that gentleman, to be very tnaccurately desertbed. 

Thts paper, together with a copy of Mr. Britdges' letter, I herewtth 
send, as well as two other papers, transmitted to me by the last mail, 
(the one purporting to be a prospectus of a Ratlway from Halt fax to 
Quebec, by way of Fredericton, with a branch to St. Johns, in New Bruns- 
wtek, to be undertaken by a company with a capital of no less than three 
million stx hundred thousand pounds sterling, and the other the pros- 
pectus of a Ratlway from Haltfax to Windsor, in Nova Seotta, to be con- 
structed by apparently the same company, with a capital of two hundred 
thousand pounds, ) and a copy of the letter tn whtch they were enclosed. 

These prospectuses, both marked "private," and satd to have been so 
in England, were made public in thts City, by Messrs. William and George 
R. Young, (who are named in them as Solicitors in Nova Scotia) to both 
Compantes, and a meeting of Merchants and others was subsequently held, 
at whtch, as I am tnformed, much suspteton was thrown on the ortgtin 
and management of the contemplated scheme in London. Optnion ts there- 
fore divided as to the character of the Company; but all parties appear 
to entertain the belief, that the construction of a Ratlroad from hence 
to Quebec and Montreal, by solvent parttes, would lead to results highly 
conductve to the prosperity of the Brittsh North American Colontes. 

Whether the (so-called) Halifax and Quebee Ratlway and Land Company, 
has been formed with the intentton, or possess the adequate funds, to 
execute the gtgantte project to carry out which, tt has been ostenstbly 
called tnto extstence, Your Lordship has much greater factlittes than 
I can command for ascertaintng; but various facts, in relation to thetr 
proceedings, have come to my knowledge, with which I consider tt tmpera- 
tive on me to make you acquatnted. 

The Attorney General of Nova Scotta found hts name on the prospectus 
of the Haltfax and Quebec Ratlway, as standing Counsel to the Company, 
without, as he assures me, having been in any manner consulted on the 
subject, etther before or after his appotntment; and I have read tn the 
newspapers, a letter from Mr. TI. C. Haltburton of Windsor, a Judge of 
the Supreme Court of this Province, whose name was put forth on the 
prospectus of the Ratlroad, between H Halifax and Windsor, as a Member 
of the Provistonal Committee, tndtgnantly repudtating all connection 
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wtth the Company. 

Mr. Robte, the Sentor Member of the Executive, and President of the 
Legtslattve Counctl, and Mr. Jeffrey, the Collector of Customs, who has 
been twice Adnintstrator of the Governnent of the Colony, during the 
absence of the Lieutenant Governors for the time being, both of whose 
names appear in the same prospectus, as Members of the same Committee, 
have written me a letter, a copy of which I forward, stating that their 
names have been introduced tnto tt without their consent or knowledge, 
and without any communication ever having been made to them on the mat- 
ter, and that they therefore decline serving; and I have likewise learned 
that other tnfluential gentlemen here, whose names are tnserted in the 
prospectuses as betng connected with one or other scheme, have denied 
that they have ever sancttoned such insertion. 

Such reckless conduct, in the unauthorized use of the names of some 
of the most respectable gentlemen tn Nova Seotta, may very naturally 
tnsptre distrust, and deprive the Company, who profess themselves ready 
to achteve thts vast enterprtse, of the conftdence of the community; 
but does not, I think, militate against the htghly benefitctal tendency 
or the practteabtltty of the plan itself, to the suecess of which, pro- 
vided it ean be brought about, by proper and justtftable means, tt ap- 
pears to me that every wellwtsher to Brittsh interests and dominton tn 
North America, must be anxtous to contribute, and which therefore, solt- 
ettous as I am for the future welfare of a Colony tn which I have so 
long resided, I should deeply lament to see abandoned, for want of every 
exertion having been made to ascertain tts feastbility, or from tts hav- 
tng been undertaken by tndivtduals, not endowed with sufftetent wetght 
and tnfluence to effect tts completton. 

As the most sangutne advocates of thts costly project do not appear 
to anttctpate, that tt can for some years to come produce the amount 
requtred to pay a fatr rate of interest to the Shareholders, after the 
abstraction of the sum necessary to defray the large annual expenditure, 
whteh such a work wtll entatl to keep tt tn repatr, tt becomes requisite 
to constder from what sources they (the Shareholders) may be guaranteed 
from any great loss, until the lapse of time shall have rendered the 
property a remunerating one, and tt has been proposed to effect thts 
through prospective grants, to betnforce for a certain number of years, 
by the Local Legtslatures of Nova Seotta, New Brunswick and United Can- 
ada, each Provinee to contrtbute to the whole sum granted tn the pro- 
portton of tts revenue; a hope ts also indulged that, as the Mother 
Country would reap from the work all the advantages of dtreet communt- 
cation with Quebec, contemplated by the long talked of Military Road 
through New Brunswick, whteh would then be no longer necessary, the 
Brittsh Government, provided the plan assume a practicable shape, and 
be proceeded with under proper ausptces, may be tnduced to contribute 
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towards the completion of the former, some portton of the money which 
would have been expended in the latter route had tt been constructed. 
So deeply tmbued am I wtth the convietton, both that the proposed 
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Ratlway will cost more. than ts generally supposed, and that the proceeds 
at the commencement wtll bear small proportion to the outlay whitch will 
have been ineurred, that wtthout I entertained the hope of a combined 
and spirited action on the part of the several Provinctal Legislatures, 
I should took on the scheme as tdle and vistonary in the highest degree, 
tf regarded as an tnvestment of capttal, likely to produce immediate 
profitable returns. 

As, however, I cannot but feel persuaded that the Local Legtslatures 
wtll be suffictently alive to the great benefits which would accrue 
from the accompltshment of thts grand design, to be willing to endeavour 
to place tt on such a footing that European capttaltsts may be enabled 
to co-operate tn uts promotion with safety, I am destrous of afforaing 
to the Parltament of Nova Scotia, at tts next meeting, all the tnforma- 
tton likely to forward such an attempt; and I would therefore request 
Your Lordship to be good enough to interest yourself to procure from the 
Ordnanee Department coptes of any surveys whtch have been made in the 
Provinees of New Brunswick or Canada, with a vtew to the formation of 
the Military Road above alluded to, or any other topographteatl data 
whieh may extst ltkely to factlitate the object I have tn view. 

The step, however, whteh appears to me to be of primary importance, 
and to demand tmmedtate attention, ts the conducting of an accurate sur- 
vey, for ascertaining the practteabtlity of the plan, and for the selec- 
tion of the best route. 

The importance of the ultimate object ts so great, both to the Mother 
Country and the Colontes, that I trust Your Lordship wtll deem thts pre- 
paratory measure to be worthy of Impertal assistance, and I am there- 
fore induced to ask you, whether Her Majesty's Government would be dis- 
posed to send out competent Military or Ctvtl Engineers to conduct such 
survey, etther at the expense of the Brittsh or of the Colonial Govern- 
ments, as Your Lordshtp may deem proper. 

Such a measure would engage confidence, both tn England and the Col- 
ontes, and preclude the rtsk which would attend unsound or tnadequate 
tnformation on thts essential part of the undertaking. 

As tt ts my tntention to communicate with the Governor General, and 
Str Willtam Colebrooke on thts topic, I should wtsh to know tf any rea- 
sonable hope might be entertained that, should the three Colontes unite 
tn pledging a portion of their revenues for the tnterest and gradual 
repayment of the prinetpal of the money advanced, any asststance would 
be afforded them on the same terms as those on whitch aid was extended 
to Canada, in the cases of the Rideau, Beauharnots and Welland Canals, 
or more dtrect succour from the Impertal Treasury upon the like secur- 
LE 

I have already tntimated my optnton, that tf a Company were to be 
tneorporated under the name of the Haltfax and Quebec Ratlway, or any 
other stmitlar denomination, tt were better that tt should be done by 
an Act of the Impertal Parltament, but as tt may be deemed expedtent to 
introduce an Aet for the incorporation of some such body here in the 
approaching Sesston, I should be much obliged, by your Lordship's in- 
structing me as to the nature of the guarantees and provisions, which 
tt may be right to insert for the protectton of the Stoekholders and 
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the Public. 

The tmmense political advantages that would attend the satisfactory 
completion of the proposed Ratlway must be so apparent to Your Lord- 
ship, as to make any detatled reference to them on my part altke unneces- 
sary and obtrusive, and I will therefore trespass on your attention no 
longer, than to soltett an early answer to this communication. 

I have, &c. 


(Stgned, ) FALKLAND. 
The Right Honourable 
Lord STANLEY. 


(Copy. ) 
FREDERICTON, 3d Aprtl, 1846. 
MY LORD, 

I have the honour to enclose to Your Lordshtp, the copy of an Ad- 
dress passed by the House of Assembly, of thts Provinee, with a series 
of Resolutions, pledging the support of the House to Her Majesty's Gov- 
ernment, tn the construction of a Ratlway, to connect the Provinces of 
Canada, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia. 

I have, &c. 


(Stgned, ) W. M. G. COLEBROOKE. 
Hts Excellency, Lieutenant General, 
The Harl. CATHCART, K.C.28. 
ie AUC a. 


NEW BRUNSWICK, 
House of Assembly, Aprtl 3d, 1846. 


Resolved, That coptes of the Resoluttons, passed yesterday, on the 
subject of a Ratlway, to connect the British Colontes on thts Continent, 
be furnished Hts Excellency, the Lieutenant Governor, and that an hum- 
ble Address be presented to Hts Excellency, praying that Hts Excellency 
wtll be pleased to transmit the same to Her Majesty's Government, as well 
as to the Rtght Honourable the Governor General of Canada, and the Lieu- 
tenant Governor of Nova Seotta. 


(Signed, ) CHS. P. WETMORE, 
Clerk. 


NEW BRUNSWICK, 
House of Assembly, April 2nd, 1846. 


First--Resolved, That nothing would tend more to advance the prosper- 
tty of the Brtttsh Colontes on this Continent, to cement their unton, 
and preserve their integrity as valuable appendages of the Crown, than 
a Railway connecting the Provinces of Canada, Nova Seotta and New Bruns- 
wick. 

Second--Resolved, That thts House confidently looks to Her Majesty's 
Government for its parental atd towards this great nattonal project. 
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Third--Resolved, That this House, viewing the establishment of such 
Railway as a measure of the greatest importance to these Colonies, both 
polttically and commeretally, will not be behind-hand with thetr fellow- 
subjects, the people of Canada and Nova Scotia, tn making such provtston, 


both from the Public Funds and Lands, as the resources of the Province 
wtll warrant. 


(Signed, ) CHS. P. WETMORE, 
Clerk. 
CATHCART. 
New Bruns- The Administrator of the Government has wtthtn 
wiek Boun- the last few days received from the Lieutenant Gov- 
dary Ltne. ernor of New Brunswick a Despateh relating to the 


3d April. 1846 Boundary Line between that Province and Canada, which 
I EAS EE he hastens to communteate for the tnformatton the 
Legtslative Assembly. 

Although the questton has been submitted for the dectsion of the 
Impertal Government, tn consequence of all attempts to adjust it satis- 
factortly be negoctatton between the two Provinces having fatled, and 
the subject ts sttll under the constderatton of that authortty with a 
view to tts tmmedtate settlement, the Administrator of the Government 
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concetves tt to be right that the House should be made acquatnted with 
the proceedings adopted by the Executive to protect the Terrttortal 
rights and tnterests of Canada, and these wtll be found explained in 
the additional Documents whteh the Administrator of the Government at 
the same time transmits for the information of the House. 


(Report of Messrs. Draper and Paptneau.) 

(Str Wm. Colebrooke to Earl Catheart, 5th January.) 
(Earl Catheart to Sir Wn. Colebrooke, 16th January.) 
( Ditto’ Ditto, and February.) 
(Sir Wm. Colebrooke, 13th February.) 


GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
20th April, 1846. 


(Copy.) 
FREDERICTON, April 3rd, 1846. 
MY LORD, 

I have the honour to enclose to Your Lordshtp, coptes of two letters 
whteh I have recetved from the Commisstoners, who have been employed by 
direction of Her Majesty's Government, in carrying into effect, at the 
publte expense, the 4th article of the Treaty of Washington. 

It was the duty of these gentlemen to adjudicate the claims of the 
parttes, and to cause their lands to be surveyed, and having done so, 

I submit to Your Lordshtp, that any operattons by other Surveyors, on 
the same lands, would only Lead to embarrassment in the execution of 
the Treaty, without betng productive of any advantage, for tf the Terrt- 


745 


tory, or any part of tt, be ultimately assigned to Canada, authenticated 
transcripts of the Surveys and Reports of the Commissioners would be 
transmitted, on whieh the tttles of the parttes would be confirmed. 

I take thts opportunity of enclosing to Your Lordship, the copy of 
a Despatch, which I have lately addressed to the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, with a Jotnt Address from the Legtslative Council and As- 
sembly, on the subject of the Boundary in dispute between the Provinces. 

I have the honour to be, &e. 


(Stgned, ) W. M, G. COLEBROOKE. 
Hts Excellency Lteut. Gen. 
the Right Hon. Earl CATHCART, 
KIO. Bis’ ie mae Ges 


(Copy. ) 
FREDERICTON, 2nd April, 1846. 

oiits 

We beg to acquatnt you, for the information of His Excellency the 
Lteutenant Governor, that we have received intelligence of the arrival 
of two Surveyors from Canada, who are now employed in extending the 
Settlers’ Lines on the River St. John, below the St. Francis, and on 
the Madawaska River between the Seigniory line and the Little Falls; 
both of whitch Tracts have already been surveyed under our direction, in 
the course of last season, as will appear by the Plans now tn our pos- 
sesston. 





We have, &c., &e. 
J. A. MACLAUGHLIAN, 
JOHN C. ALLAN, 
Commtsstoners. 
The Hon. J. S. SAUNDERS, 
Provinetal Secretary. 


(Copy. ) 
FREDERICTON, 3rd April, 1846. 
SIR, 

We have the honour to acknowledge the recetpt of your letter of this 
day, requesting us to explatn, for the information of His Excellency the 
Lteutenant Governor, the proceedings taken by us last season, tn set- 
tling the clatms of the Settlers under the Treaty of Washington; and, 
tn reply thereto, beg to state, that upon recetving our appotntment as 
Commisstoners, tn April last, we tmnedtately proceeded to Madawaska, and 
caused publite nottce of our appotntment and arrival to be given to the 
tnhabttants, and requested all persons clatming lands, under the Treaty, 
to appear before us and state thetr claims. That in consequence of this 
nottfteatton, all persons having any clatms to lands wtthin the settle- 
ment, appeared before us, and were examined upon oath as to the valtdity 
of their respective claims--the nature and extent of thetr tmprovements, -- 
and the ortginal oceupatton of the land. We also requtred thetr state- 
ments to be conftrmed by other evidence, tn all cases whtch we consid- 
ered at all doubtful, or where the person clatming the land was not the 
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first oceupter; and in all conflicting claims between the Settlers, the 
evidence on both sides was fully heard, and the matter decided aecord- 
tng to the best of our judgment, upon princtples of justice and equity, 
and to the satisfaction of the parttes tn almost every tnstance. 

We may also state, that the claims of each individual was separately 
adjudicated upon, and any evtdence whitch he thought proper to produce 
tn support of it, fully wetghed and constdered. 

After having heard all the evtdence, we proceeded to the land claimed 
by and in the occupatton of the Settlers, and in presence of the parttes 
established the boundaries between the lots and the courses of the di- 
viding lines. This was followed up by a perfect and complete survey of 
each lot, under our direction, the stde and rear lines betng distinctly 
marked to prevent any colliston between the respective occupters; as 
wtll appear by the Plans which have been shown to His Excelleney. 


We have, &c., &., 
J. A. MACLAUGHLAN, 
JOHN C. ALLAN, 
Commisstoners. 
The Hon. J. S. SAUNDERS, 
Provinetal Secretary. 


(Copy. ) 
FREDERICTON, N. B. 
February 27th, 1846. 
Dll, 

Stnee the departure of the Matl this day, a deputatton from the 
Legtslative Counetl and Assembly have watted on me, with a Jotnt Ad- 
dress to the Queen, herewtth enclosed, which I have been requested to 
forward by Express, tn order that tt may reach Haltfax in time for the 
Matl Packet. 

The clatm of the two Houses, that the Canadian Boundary, as defined 
by the Act of Parltament 14 Geo. III, chap. 83, appeartng to be substan- 
tially just, I anttetpated that tt would be urged by them, and the ob- 
jecttons to a River Boundary between contiguous States and Provinces 
have been so abundantly proved, as well as the advantage of adopting 
the htghlands dividing the waters as in the Act in questton, and the 
Treaty of 1783, that tt ought to be adhered to as far as may be prac- 
ticable. 

The Canadian Government having formed some settlements on the left 
Bank of the Ristigouche, would probably desire to preserve these, but 
a line drawn from the head of the River to meet the line of the Amert- 
can Boundary, on the St. Franets, would disturb none of those settle- 
ments, and the intersection of the southern part of the Temtscouata 
Setgniory, whitch ts unsettled, would be attended with no tnconventence 
or prejudice to any party. I am therefore tnduced to hope that thts 
Line, whteh I proposed to Lord Metcalfe in January, 1844, may be the 
utmost Limit of the concesston made to Canada, in the settlement of the 
question, and that the intermediate Territory on the Frontier of the 
United States, may be settled by the people of thts Province, who have 
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(125) 
proved on so many occastons thetr devoted loyalty to the Crown, and 
the saertfices they are prepared to make for tts support, and for the 
preservation of Brittsh tnterests in thts quarter. 
I have, &e. 


(Stgned, ) W. M. G. COLEBROOKE. 
The Right Honourable, 
W. EH. GLADSTONE. 


(Copy. ) 


The Joint and Humble Address of Her Majesty's Gan Stee e Counetl, and 
House of Assembly, of the Province of New Brunswick, in General 
Assembly convened. 


MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY: 

We, the Legislative Counetl and Assembly of New Brunswick, in Pro- 
vinetal Parltament assembled, beg leave to approach Your Majesty wtth 
renewed assurances of our devoted attachment to Your Majesty's Person 
and Government. 

The oecaston of this our humble and dutiful Address, ts one of vttal 
tmportanee to the present and future tnterests of this Province; and 
confident tn the justice of the claims now to be preferred for Your 
Majesty's Royal constderatton, we cannot for a moment doubt the dect- 
ston whieh Your Majesty wtll be graciously pleased to pronounce tn the 
premises. 

From the first erection of thts Province tnto a separate Government, 
tn the year 1785, down to the year 1842, the Terrttortal Rights, as well 
as the legal Jurtsdiction of thts Province, have been undisputed on the 
Upper Saint Jolin, and tts Trtbutaries, save by the Amertean Government. 

Durtng the whole of that period, the Government of this Province exer- 
ctsed Jurisdiction over the satd Terrttory, and the tnhabitants residing 
thereon, tn like manner as tn other parts of the Province, via: by grant- 
tng lands, organtzing Milttia, appointing Magistrates and Partsh offt- 
eers, making roads and building bridges, relteving the poor, serving 
Writs and Process of every desertption, and granting Licenses to cut 
logs and timber; and even pending the dispute wtth the American Govern- 
ment, the accustomed Jurtsdiction was retained by this Provinee, except 
tn the disposal of lands and timber, whitch was suspended by agreement 
between the two nations. 

Upon the Treaty of Washington being coneluded, we reasonably supposed, 
that our accustomed jurisdiction would be continued without interruption, 
over the restdue of the Territory; but to our astontshnent we learned 
in 1843, that the Canadtan Government for the first time, had asserted 
a right by selling logs and timber from the lands on the River St. Fran- 
ets, and other Rivers and Streams in the victntty. 

Knowing that the Southern Boundary of Canada had been already defined 
by the Act of Parltament 14 Geo. III, cap. 83, and that by no posstble 
construction of that Act, could its Southern Boundary be extended, to 
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inelude any of the Rivers flowing into the Main Saint John, and thence 
to the sea; we had hoped that the remonstrances of the Government of 
this Provinee, would at once have put an end to the unwarrantable claims 
of Canada, and prevented us from further interruption; but we regret to 
inform Your Majesty that in this respect we have been disappointed, and 
that at the present time, the two Provinces are exercising a conflict- 
tng jurisdiction over the same Territory. 

The Provinee of Canada ts desertbed in the Royal Proclamation of 
1763, and by the Act above referred to, as being "Bounded on the South 
by a line from "the Bay of Chaleurs along the Highlands, whieh divide 
the Rivers that fall into the River Saint Lawrence, from those which 
fall into the Sea, to a potnt tn 45° of Northern latitude, on the east- 
ern bank of the River Connecticut," and we entertain not the smallest 
doubt, that tt will appear as clearly to Your Gractous Majesty, as tt 
does to us, that no part of the Provinee of Canada can posstble be sttu- 
ated on the Southern stde of the ltne described with so much clearness 
in the satd Act, and whtch can at any time be surveyed and marked upon 
the ground wtthout dtfftculty. 

Yet, notwithstanding the expltctt language of the Act thus defining 
the Boundary, the Canadian Governnent now so far overstep the same, as 
to claim as thetr Southern Boundary, a line running from the mouth of 
Risttgouche River to Mars Hill, as tndteated by the yellow line on the 
Map hereunto annexed; a claim whitch, tf sustained, would deprtve this 
Provinee of more than one quarter of tts Territory. 

Having brought under Your Majesty's notice the former occupation and 
jurtsdiction of thts Province, together wtth the Southern Boundary of 
Canada, as fixed by Act of Parltament, tn contrast with the present 
clatms of that Province, we would now respectfully submit for Your Royal 
constderation, the equttable, as well as legal right of thts Province, 
to the Terrttory in questton, artsing out of the compact entered tnto 
between Your Majesty's late Royal Uncle, of revered and blessed memory, 
and the Legislature of thts Province. 

By the Provtnetal enactment 8th Willtam IV, chap. 1, entitled "An 
Act for the support of the Ctvil Government of thts Province," and the 
terms of whtch were settled by the Impertal Government before tts enact- 
ment, tt was provided, among other things, that the proceeds of all 
Sales and Leases of Crown Lands, Woods, Mines and Royalties, deducting 
the expenses of collection, should be patd over to the Provinetal Trea- 
sury for the use of the Province, and tn return therefor, the sum of 
fourteen thousand five hundred pounds currency, was charged upon all 
the Revenues of the Provinee, for the support of the Civil Government, 
which Act was afterwards made perpetual, and confirmed by Your Most 
Gractous Majesty tn Council. 

We would now humbly submtt to Your Majesty's constderatton, that at 
the time the satd Act was passed, and the Civil List was guaranteed in 
perpetutty, we had no reason to apprehend that the ltne of boundary, as 
then eclatmed by the Brittsh Government, and dtsputed by the Government 
of the Untted States, would be abandoned, whereby a large extent of Ter- 
ritortal resources for defraying the Civtl List would be lost to this 
Province. 
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We need not remind Your Majesty, that throughout the whole of the 
negociations with the United States, the Territory in question was 
claimed by Your Majesty's Government as a part of New Brunswick; nor 
did we ever learn that during that protracted dispute, any such claim 
was made, as ts now set up by the Canadian Government. 

Your Majesty's Government, however, in the exercise of its undoubted 
power, was pleased to concede to the American Government by the Treaty 
of Washington, at least three fifths of the Territory then in dispute; 
whteh embraced by far the most valuable portton thereof, both for Agri- 
cultural and Lumbering operattons. 

We assure Your Majesty, that although the loyal tnhabitants of thts 
Provinee were greatly disappointed by the terms of the satd Treaty, they 
were unwilling to complatn of a result, however tnjurtous to thetr in- 
terests, seetng that 1t was confirmed by Your Majesty's Government, and 
approved of by the British Parltament, but when a netghbourtng Colony 
now seeks to deprive us, not only of the restdue of the satd Territory, 
but of a large additional portton, the proceeds whereof have been trans- 
ferred to us by a solem compact with the Impertal Government, we can- 
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not but complain; and whtle we lay before Your Gractous Majesty at this 
time, our protest against the unwarranted encroachments of the Canadian 
Government, and thetr usurpation of our Territory, we assure Your Ma- 
jesty that we entertain the most unshaken conftdence tn Your Royal judg- 
ment, and that the result of this, our humble and dutiful appeal, will 
afford the tnhabitants of this truly Brtttsh Provinee, another proof, 
that in the hands of Your Majesty, thetr rtghts and interests wtll ever 
be protected. 

We, therefore, most humbly and dutifully implore Your Majesty, to 
order the ltne of Boundary tn questton, to be surveyed and marked out 
tn the terms of the Act of Parliament, commencing at the Bay of Cha- 
leurs, and thence, passing along between the Heads of the Rivers that 
fall into the River St. Lawrence, and those that fall tnto the Sea, to 
a potnt tn the line of Boundary lately establtshed by the Treaty of 
Washington; and also to secure to thts Province, the quiet and peace- 
able possesston of the whole of the Territory, lytng on the Southern 
side of this line of Boundary, wtth all the privileges, proftts and ad- 
vantages now artsing, or which may hereafter arise from the same. 


(Signed, ) WILLIAM BLACK, 
Prestdent Legislative Council. 
(Stgned, ) J. W. WELDON, 


Speaker House of Assembly. 


(Copy.) 


MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

The undersigned have the honour to submit the following Report, on 
the subject of the Boundary Line, between the Provinces of Canada and 
New Brunswick; and of thetr conferences wtth the gentlemen named for 
this purpose by His Excellency Str W. Colebrooke, at Fredericton, on 
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this subject; as well as tn reference to granting Licenses to cut tim- 
ber on the Territory tn dtspute, unttl the Boundary be determined. 

It ts necessary to refer to the Boundartes expressed in vartous pub- 
lic Doeunents, Commissions, &c. 

The Royal Commission, appotnting the Governor of Nova Scotia, dated 
21st November, 1763, states the Boundaries of that Provinee thus, "To 
the northward our satd Province shall be bounded by the Southern Boun- 
dary of our Province of Quebec, as far as the western extremity of the 
Bate des Chaleurs, to the eastward by the satd Bay and the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, and to the westward, although our said Province hath anctently 
extended, and doth of right extend, as far as the River Pentagast or 
Penobscot, tt shall be bounded by a line drawn from Cape Sable, across 
the entrance of the Bay of Fundy, to the mouth of the River Ste. Croix, 
by the said River to tts source, and by a line drawn due north, from 
thence to the Southern Boundary of our Colony of Quebec." 

The Proclamation of 1763 describes the Boundary of the Province of 
Quebec, thus, after running certatn lines not affecting the matter in 
question, up to "the south end of the Lake Niptssing, from whence the 
satd line crossing the River St. Lawrence and the Lake Champlain, in 
forty-five degrees of north latitude, passes along the Highlands which 
divide the Rivers that empty themselves into the satd River St. Lawrence, 
from those which fall into the Sea, and also, along the north « coast of 
the Bate ee ees and the coast of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, to 
Cape Roster. 

The British Statute of 1774 thus designates the Boundary, the Terrt- 
tortes, &c., "Bounded on the south, by a line from the Bay of Chaleurs, 
along the Highlands which divide the Rivers that empty themselves tnto 
the St. Lawrence, from those which fall into the Sea, to a potnt into 
forty-five degrees of northern latttude, on the eastern bank of the 
River Connectteut." 

The Treaty of 1783, between Great Britain and the Untted States of 
America, tn defining thts portion of the Boundary, between the two con- 
tracting parttes, uses the following language:-- 

"From the northwest angle of Nova Scotta, vtz: that angle whitch ts 
formed by a line drawn due north from the source of the Ste. Crotx River 
to the Highlands, along the satd Highlands which divide those Rivers 
that empty themselves into the River St. Lawrence from those which fall 
tnto the Atlantte Ocean, to the northernmost head of the Connecticut 
River, thence down along the middle of that River, to the 45th degree 
of north latttude, east by a ltne to be drawn along the middle of the 
River Ste. Croix, from its mouth in the Bay of Fundy to tts source, and 
from its source directly north to the aforesaid Highlands, which divide 
the Rivers that fall into the Atlantie Ocean, from those which fall into 
the River St. Lawrence." 

The Boundartes of New Brunswick were, in 1784, defined tn the Comnis- 
ston to the Governor of that Provinee, this:-- 

"Bounded on the westward, by the mouth of the Rtver Ste. Crotx, by 
the satd River to tts source, and by a line drawn due north, from thence 
to the Southern Boundary of our Provinee of Quebec, to the northward by 
the satd Boundary, as far as the western extremity of the Bate des Cha- 
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leurs; to the eastward by the said Baie and the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
to the Bay called Baie Verte; to the south by line in the centre of 

the Bay of Fundy from satd River to its source; and from thence by a 
due east line across the Isthmus, tnto the Bate Verte to join the east- 
ern line above descrtbed." 

A careful compartson and consideration of the foregotng descriptions 
brought us to the eoneluston, that, on the part of the British Govern- 
ment, tt was tntended, that the language used should so define the lim- 
tts as, that the Eastern Boundary of the United States, and the West- 
ern Boundary of, first, the Province of Nova Scotia, and afterwards of 
New Brunswick, should be tdenttcal, that each of them would go north 
so far as the north-west angle of Nova Scotia, when the Southern Boun- 
dary of the Province of Quebec would be reached, and consequently the 
limtts of New Brunswick could not be extended either westward of a line 
to be drawn due north, from the source of the River Ste. Croix, or 
north of the range of Highlands, which would limit the Untted States 
Terrttory, and we thought it clear that the same range of Highlands was 
tntended by the different phrases, "the Highlands which divtde the Riv- 
ers that empty themselves into the River_St. Lawrence from those which 
fall tnto the Sea," or "the satd Highlands which divide those Rivers 
that empty themselves tnto the River St. Lawrence from those that fall 
into the Atlantte Ocean;" for New Brunswick was carved out of the Prov- 
ince of Nova Scotta. Its northern limit is defined by the same words 
as are used to define the northern limtt of Nova Seotia, vtz. "the 
Southern Boundary of our Province of Quebec," the north-west le of 
Nova Seotta, became the north-west angle of New Brunswick. That north- 
west angle was defined to be "that angle which ts formed by a line dram 
due north from the Ste. Crotx River to the Highlands." The Province of 
Nova Seotta extended no further north than these Highlands, whtch there- 
fore, as the Provinee of Nova Scotia was bounded on the north by the 
Province of Quebec, must have formed the Southern Boundary of Quebec. 

When, therefore, Great Britain asserted a particular range of High- 
lands to be those constituting the Northern Boundary of the Untted 
States under the Treaty of 1783, she also, to the extent of the Untted 
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States frontier at all events, necessarily asserted those Highlands to 
be the Southern Boundary of Canada; and having acceded to a boundary to 
the northward of what she had contended was the true one, Canada cannot 
be the less entitled to treat the Boundary so agreed upon as hers also; 
in other words, to continue conterminous wtth the Untted States as far 
eastward as the line due north from the source of the Ste. Croix. The 
adoption of a conventional line between Great Britain and the United 
States, by which a portton of the Territory ineluded within the former 
limits of Canada, and therefore pro tanto, at the expense of Canada, 
was given up, could not affect the rightful claim of that Province as 
far south as that eonventtonal line. 

If, then, Great Brttatn rightly asserted the range of Highlands by 
whieh the north-west angle of Nova Scotia was formed, was to be found 
at Mars Hill, then tt would necessarily follow that the same range formed 
the Southern Boundary of the Provinee of Quebec, whtch must then be 
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traced from Mars Hill to the westernmost extremity of the Bate des Cha- 
leurs. This Line would deprive New Brunswick of Territory which she has 
Long possessed, and her right to “which has in some degree been recognized 
by Canada, as well as by the British Government. 

On the other hand, the Untted States inststed that the north-west 
angle of Nova Soctia was formed by a range of Highlands nearer the St. 
Lawrence, the same range whieh New Brunswick now contends for. This 
line would deprive Canada of Territory which she has long possessed, 
both under the French and Engltsh Governments, and her right to whtch 
has in some degree been recognized by New Brunswick, as well as by the 
Brttish Government. 

It would, we believe, be found tmposstble to find in etther of these 
ranges a literal compliance wtth the Proclamation of 1763, and the Act 
Of i724, 

The words of the Proclamation, "the Highlands whtch divide the Rivers 
that empty themselves into the said River St. Lawrence from those whitch 
fall into the Sea, and also along the north shore of the Bate des Cha- 
leurs," do not certainly appear to contemplate crossing the B Bate te des 
Chaleurs, in order to arrive at a range of Highlands on the south side 
of the Bay, though the distance across by only a few miles, and yet this 
must be done to reach the Highlands which are connected with Mars Hill. 

On the other hand, the words of the Act of 1774, "Bounded on the south 
by a line from the Bate des Chaleurs along the Highlands which divide 
the Rivers that empty themselves," &c., would never be supposed to have 
been intended to direct that from the Bate des Chaleurs a line should 
be run in a directton almost north for a dtstance of from thirty-five 
to forty miles ere the commencement of the southern Boundary of Quebec 
could be found, for this line from the Baie des Chaleurs to the High- 
lands would form a western and not a Southern Boundary for the Province 
of Canada. 

Whtle, therefore, we are of opinion that the same Highlands whtch 
formed the Northern Boundary of the Untted States and the Southern Boun- 
dary of Canada were also in their continuation tntended to divide Canada 
and New Brunswick, we are compelled to admit that these Highlands, as 
they extst, do not fulfil what evidently was antictpated by the framers 
of the Proclamation of 1763, and the Statute of 1774, and while we in- 
stst that the range contended for by Great Britain was the true line of 
divtston, we are fully aware that tts exact course and terminatton was 
erroneously assumed, and have consequently been erroneously described. 

If, then, netther one nor other of these ranges wtll fulfil all the 
terms of the Proclamation and Statute, we are driven to enqutre whether 
the tntention of the Brittsh Government ts so evitneed by the language 
used tn these instruments as to afford the means of arrtving at a con- 
eluston tn what dtrection this line of dtvtsion was really tntended to 
be run. Now tt appears to us unquesttonable that from the Bate des Cha- 
leurs, the southern Boundary of Quebec, was to commence, according to 
the Statute; the words "Bounded on the south by a line from the Bate des 
Chaleurs along the Highlands," appear to admit of no other construction. 
The words of the Proclamatton, though not making the Bate des Chaleurs 
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the potnt of commencement, appear to us equally to make it tn connection 
with and continuation of the Highlands named the Southern Boundary of 
that Provinee; the words are, "along the Highlands which divide the 
Rivers, &c., and also along the north coast of the Bate des Chaleurs." 
It seems to us a very forced construction to treat these words as mean- 
tng "along the Highlands which divtde, &c., unto the termination thereof, 
and thenee southerly to the western extremity of the Baie des Chaleurs, 
and also along the north coast," &e. To this construction - New Brunswick 
necessartly resorts, tn claiming the Highlands nearest the St. Lawrence 
as her Northern Boundary. 

We abstatn purposely from the discussion of the arguments arteing on 
the words, "Rivers that empty themselves tnto the River St. Lawrence, 
and those which fall tnto the Sea." This subject was exhausted in the 
controversy between Great Brittain and the United States. We have not 
overlooked the difference of the languages in the Treaty of 1783, and 
all the other documents we have referred to; nor omitted to notice that 
the former contatns the words, "which fall into the Atlantic Ocean," 
whtle tn all the others we find, "which fall into the Sea." We treat 
them as synonymous, and think ourselves warranted tn so doing, by the 
reasons on whteh our first coneluston respecting the prolongation of 
the line of Boundary, between Canada and the Untted States, in order 
to ascertain the line between Canada and New Brunswick, are founded. 

We think, then, that the Language used, and before quoted, justifies 
us tn constdering tt to have been the intention of those by whom tt was 
used, that from the Bate des Chaleurs, a line was to run in a westerly 
direction, until it intersected the line drawn due north from the source 
of the Ste. Crotx; such a line must evidently commence on the north stde 
of the Bay, and from the description of the Boundartes of Nova Scotia, 
and of those of New Brunswick, the potnt on the North Shore ts to be at 
the western extremity of the Baie des Chaleurs; which western extremity 
had been potnted out in vartous grants from the Crown, and particularly 
tn one dated tn 1788, to John Shoolbred, Esquire. In the grants now 
referred to, the Crown both before and after 1763, treated the Province 
of Quebee as extending from thts western extremity, along the River 
Ristigouche, and from thts point for a constderable distance up the 
River, each Provinee has treated tt as the Boundary between them. Can- 
ada, by the aforementioned grants of land, and in 1829, the erection n of 
the County of Bonaventure, by a statute, Mew Brunswick having erected 
her County of Northumberland, as bounded on the north by the Baie des 
Chaleurs, and the Southern Boundary of the Provtnee of Quebec, , which 
would not represent its Boundary, according to the vtews now @ now urged on 
her behalf, for the Bate des Chaleurs would be the Northerly Boundary 
only as far as tts western extremtty, and then the Province of Quebec 
would form an Easterly Boundary, for thirty miles and upwards, ere the 
Southern Boundary of the Province of Quebec would be arrived at. 
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It appeared, therefore, to us, that the line of the River Ristigouche 
had been adopted, to a certain extent at least, as that complying with 
the sptrit and intention of the vartous publte documents, and tn conse- 
quence of its betng tmposstble to find such a line of Highlands as would 
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fulfil all the conditions requtred. 

The due north line to be drawn from the source of the Ste. Crotx 
River, did not seem at first sight, likely to afford any difficulty as 
to the boundary on this side--the more especially, as the potnt of 
starting had been agreed upon between the Governments of Great Britain 
and the United States, and the line ttself had been parttally traced. 
It appears, nevertheless, that New Brunswick treated a constderable 
part of the Territory lying westward of the protractton of this north 
line as betng within her limtts, and has made settlements there, as 
well as dtsposed of the Timber growing thereon; we have found no rea- 
son whatever for supposing that tn the first instance, New Brunswick 
aeted otherwise than under a full beltef that the settlements made , 
and the jurtsdictton exercised were upon, and over Territory, to the 
east of the due north line, for tt cannot be denied that for a long 
time, tt was belteved that the source of the Ste. Crotx, from which the 
due north ltne was to be run, was constderably to the westward of the 
potnt ultimately dectded on, and no doubt, therefore, New Brunswick 
acted under thts beltef. From the time, however, that the due north 
line was actually established, we do not profess to understand upon 
what prinetple of right, the extenston of those settlements and clatm 
of jurtsdictton could be matntained. 

We have been partteular in this explanation, in order that Your Ex- 
celleney may understand the vtews we entertained, and which influenced 
our judgments in endeavourtng to lay the foundation, tn connection 
with the gentlemen appotnted by Hts Excellency the Lieutenant Gover- 
nor of New Brunswick, to confer with us, for determintng the Boundary 
between the two Provinces. 

These views may be thus recapttulated:-- 

Ist. That tt was the intention of Great Britain, that the Terrttory 
of the Untted States should be conterminous wtth the Provinee of Can- 
ada, from west to east, till the line, due north from the source of the 
River Ste. Crotx, was reached. 

and. That this due north Line would be the Boundary between the 
Untted States and the Province of New Brunswick, ttll the Northern 
Boundary of the Untted States Territory was reached, 

3rd. That at that potnt, tt was not intended the Province of New 
Brunswick should extend directly north, but in a northerly and easterly 
dtrectton along the assumed range of Highlands to the westernmost ex- 
tremity of the Bate des Chaleurs. 

4th. That the Territory of New Brunswick was not to extend to the 
westward of this due north line. 

dth. That in the absence of Htghlands, fulfilling these expressed 
intentions of Great Brittain, in reference to the boundartes of her Col- 
ontes, the line of the River Risttgouche had been, for a certatn dts- 
tanee, adopted by both Provinces, and that thts line ts, in fact, near- 
ly in accordance wtth the tntenttion of Great Britain, though confessedly 
at vartanee with the language used, as tt does not pass along Highlands. 

6th. That the respective settlements and jurisdiction, made and ex- 
erctsed by Canada, and New Brunswick on the oppostte sides of the Ris- 
tigouche, and the settlements and jurisdiction, made and exercised under 
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an erroneous impression of right, to the westward of the due north line, 
rendered the adoption of a conventtonal line almost indispensable. No 
time was lost, on our arrival at Fredericton, tn opening our conference 
with the two gentlemen named by His Excellency Sir William Colebrooke 
for that purpose. 

It requtred a very short time to convince us that our views were ir- 
reconctleable. The suggesttons on the part of New Brunswick for a con- 
ventional line, were based on an assumption of right we could not ad- 
mit, for they treated, whatever land lay between thetr proposed Line 
and the Highlands nearest the St. Lawrence, as so much given up by them, 
and for which they were to be compensated, by lands to the westward of 
the line due north from the source of the River Ste. Croix. 

Their claim was twofold:-- Fea) 

Ist. They tnststed that the Southern Boundary of Canada, was to be 
found in the range of Highlands nearest the River St. Lawrence, the 
range contended for by the Untted States, as forming their Northern 
Boundary . 

2nd. As to their Western Boundary, they clatmed a right founded 
upon possesston and enjoyment, and the exerctse of various acts of 
jurtsdtction, to the west of the due north lire, and that Canada had 
not till lately, dented or disputed such right, or elatmed any herself 
tn this Terrttory; and they further urged, tn connection with thts 
branch of the subject, that even admitting the right of New Brunswick 
to the West of the due north line to be questionable, still tt could 
not be questtoned by Canada, because as her southern ltmtt, according 
to thetr construction, was far to the north, and near the River St. Law- 
rence, she could not, under any ctreunstances, have any pretenston to 
thts Territory, or tnterfere with New Brunswick in her occupatton of it. 

While, therefore, they admitted that the settlement of a conventional 
line was exceedingly destrable, by agreement between the Provinees, they 
urged the adoption of such a ltne as would be sustatned by the fore- 
going assumptions; such a line, tn fact, as no one could agree to, who 
was not prepared to coneur, to a great extent, tn the justice of the 
prinetples advanced by them. 

It ts needless for us here to recapttulate the general arguments 
against the adoption of the range of Highlands contended for by New 
Brunswick, as constituting the Southern Boundary of Canada. But there 
are some particular facts, which were advanced by us tn reply to these 
pretenstons, to whitch we would respectfully soltett Your Excellency's 
attention. 

The Provinee of Canada, when under the French Government, clearly 
was not confined within these limits, first, as to that part lytng east 
of the due north line from the source of the River Ste. Croix, there 
had been vartous grants and concesstons extending to the River Ristt- 
gouche. Such were the Setgniory of Clortdon and of Matepedtac. 

At the cesston of Canada to Great Brittain, all tndtvtdual rights and 
the French laws were gauranteed. Brittsh authority succeeding French 
authority, and after the cesston, and after the Proclamation of 1763, 
and the Statute of 1774, namely, tn 1787, the Setgntory of Cloridon 
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was resumed by the Crown, according to the Laws so guaranteed, and as a 
possesston tn Canada, clearly shewing that the limits of Canada were, under 
British authority, as well as under French, constdered to extend far south 
of the Highlands contended for by New Brunswick. In 1788, another Setgnt- 
ory was conceded, commencing on the western extremity of the Bate des Cha- 
leurs, and extending several miles upwards along the River Ristigouche, — 
thus intervening directly between that River and the Boundary claimed by 
New Brunswick. Canada had also erected a County on this part of the Ter- 
ritory, and the tnhabitants have exerctsed political rights, and continue 
to be represented in the Legislature, under the authority of the Unton Act, 
though, according to these claims, the whole County of Bonaventure, whtch 


the Imperial Parliament, in 1840, recognized as part of Canada, and which 
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extends to the River Ristigouche, ts within the Province of New Brunswick, 


and that Province was not at any time in tgnorance of the more tmportant 

of these proceedings. Her County of Northumberland, whose northern limt 
was declared to be the Southern Boundary of Canada, was erected tn 1785, but 
tt was never attempted to be pushed across the River Ristigouche, although 
on the claim now put forth, tt reached the Highlands near the St. Lawrence. 
That country has stnce been divided, and the County of Ristigouche, extend 
tng to the Southern Boundary of Canada, has been erected out of part of tt; 
but tt has been in fact limited, and ts so at this moment, by the River 
Ristigouche. 

It was tmposstble for us, therefore, to agree to any settlement, pre- 
dicated on the assumption, that the land between this River and the Highlands 
near the St. Lawrence, belonged to New Brunswick, because, de facto, she 
never eee possessed any part of tt, and could never, according to our view 
de jure have elatmed. We felt we had at least equal ground for contending 
that ie was Canada who lost by taking the River Ris ttgouche as a boundary, 
instead of the range of Highlands from Mars Hill to the Bate des Chaleurs. 

We say at least equal ground, for we had the authority of Great Britain in 
support of our claims to the Boundary, and we forbore to urge thts, only 
because we thought tt our duty, to endeavour to procure a reasonable settle- 
ment, even at some sacrifice, and not to interpose the difficulttes arising 
from an assertion of extreme rights. 

Then as to the Land to the westward of the due north line, we have al- 
ready given the general reasons, whtch to us appear conclusive, for maintain- 
ing, that the northern limit of the Untted States was also the southern limit 
of Canada. But there are other facts to be constdered, in reply to the 
attempt to limt Canada by the Highlands, so often adverted to. Settlements 
were made from Canada tong ago, far to the southward of these Htghlands, on 
the River St. Francts. The Setgntory of Madawaska and of Lake Temiscouata, 
conceded by the French Crown, was, and still is treated as part of Canada. 

It extends about thirty miles south of these Highlands, embraces part of the 
River Madqwaska within tts limtts, and comes to wtthin about twelve miles 

of the River St. John; and New Brunswick has recognized thts grant, by gtv- 
ing up timber cut upon tts limits, which had been setaed on the ground 

that tt had been cut on Crown Lands without legal authority. We could not 
then entertain a conventional line, taking for tts basis, the assumption that 
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Canada had no right to treat all the land to the westward of the due 
north line, and to the northward of the United States Boundary, as being 
comprised within her limtts. 

The line, therefore, suggested by His Excellency Sir Wn. Colebrooke, 
in hts Despatch to Your Lordshtp, dated 13th January, 1845, appeared to 
us to be open to most sertous objections. This line tt was proposed, 
should be run directly from a potnt on the River Risttgouche, whieh ap- 
pears as latd down tn Mr. Wells’ Map, marked A, to be in latitude 47° 
49' north, and longitude 677 20' west, or thereabouts, to the northern- 
most angle of the United States Boundary , on the River St. Francis. 

The leading objections to this line in our opinion, are:-- 

Ist. It departs from the line of the Rtsttgouche River, which for 
the reasons already given, and because tt has already been partially 
adopted as a line of divtston by both Provinces, and because tt is a 
natural Boundary easily to be ascertained, we think should be adhered 
to. 

and. It gives to New Brunswick lands north of that River, over whitch 
she has never exercised acts etther of possesston or jurisdiction, and 
whteh lte within the limtts of the County of Bonaventure, according to 
the Statute of Lower Canada, and are consequently recogntzed by the Im- 
pertal Statute untting the Canadas as within the Lower Province. 

érd. By depriving Canada, for so long a distance, of both banks of 
the River Risttgouche, tt interferes materially with her means of com- 
munication wtth the Bate des Chaleurs, to whitch tt ought to be our endea- 
vour to promote the carrying of timber for shipment. 

4th. It tntersects Lake Temtscouata, and vartous trtbutary streams, 
the objectton to whtch has been already potnted out by the Executive 
Counetl of Canada, and to whose Report on the subject we beg to refer. 

5th. It tntersects the Seigntory of Madawaska, placing part of tt 
under the jurtsdtetion and Laws of New Brunswick, whitch are ineompattble 
with such a tenure. 

6th. It transfers to New Brunswick a much larger portion of Terrt- 
tory, whtch belongs to Canada, than any plea arising from actual settle- 
ment and possesston taken under the authortty of the Government of the 
former, etther warrants or requires. 

7th. It aggrandizes New Brunswick throughout, at the expense of 
Canada, without any suffictent justification, or even equitable ground, 
except so far as the settlement north of the St. John, and east of the 
Madawaska Rtvers are concerned. 

We are compelled therefore, earnestly to entreat of Your Excellency 
not to agree to thts ltne. 

The only other line suggested on the part of New Brunswick, ts a 
line to commence at the Forks of the River Peetamkedgewee, wh: whteh appear 
as latd down on Mr. Wells’ Map » marked A, to be in latttude 47 49! 
north, and longitude 6 57' west, or thereabouts, running thenee a 
direct course, towards the same northerly angle of the United States, 
as that proposed by His Excellency Str Willtam Colebrooke, until it 
reached the limit of the Setgniory of Madawaska, then around and fol- 
lowtng the boundaries of that Setgntory, until it reaches a potnt where 
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the westerly side of the Setgniory would be intersected by the first 
menttoned line produced, and thenee following the course of the first 
mentioned line, from the Forks of the River to the northerly angle of 
the United States, and on the River St. Francts. 

It was asserted that the River Peetamkedgewee is in truth the main 
branch of the Ristigouche, and should have been so designated on the 
Map, and if this were agreed to, then the branch would, as part of the 
River Ristigouche, form a continuation of the Boundary formed by that 
River. 

We felt tt tmposstble to agree to this line. The course of the River 
Peetamkedgewee, tnstead of being, as that of the Ristigouche, south 
westerly from the mouth, forms nearly a right angle wtth that River, 
running westerly of north, and differing from the line proposed by Sir 
hin. Colebrooke only tn two potnts of any tmportance; first, that it 
leaves the Seigniory of Madawaska enttrely within Canada, and project- 
tng tnto what then would be New Brunswick, tn a sort of wedge ltke form, 
while, as tf by way of compensation for this trifling concession, tt 
takes more than double the quantity of land contained within the por- 
tton of the Setgntory so left out, and ts open to every objection which 
could be urged against Str Wm. Colebrooke's line, except the foregoing 
one marked No. &. We conecetve, therefore, that this line could never 
be aeceded to by Your Excellency tn behalf of Canada. Feeling it neces- 
sary to offer some counter-suggestions, and after explaining fully that 
tt was to be constdered merely as emanating from ourselves, subject en- 
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ttrely to Your Excellency's deetston, and as being made wtthout knowing 
the vtews of the Executive Counetl, but at the same time fully persuaded 
that tt would be constdered as the uttermost limit of coneesston and 
very probably thought to go too far--we pointed out a ltne to be drawn 
as follows:--from the mouth of the River Rtstigouche, followtng tts 
different windings south westerly, unttl tt reaches the due north line 
from the source of the River Ste. Croix; thence in a direct course to 
the nearest angle of the Madawaska Seigntory;--thenee, to the River 
Madawaska along the boundary of the Setgntory;--thence, down that River 
to the River St. Joln, and the Boundary of the Untted States. 

But even tf thts proposttton was agreed to, a right must be reserved 
to Canada to construct a Railroad from the St. John to the River Ris- 
tigouche, through the Territory thus acquired by New Brunswick, to be 
under the control of Canada, in order to faetlttate the conveyance of 
her products to the Bate des Chaleurs, without subjecting tt to the 
internal regulations of the Government or Legislature of New Brunswick. 

This line would give to New Brunswick all the settlements east of 
the Madawaska, and north of the St. John, together with a large and 
valuable tract of land adjotning, (tf the map be correct) containing 
more than 600 square miles. It would give Canada access to the St. 
John, make the Madawaska (a well defined Boundary) open to both Prov- 
inees, and would preserve the Ristitgouche in like manner to both Prov- 
inees. 

In striet right, we have felt that New Brunswick ought not to cross 
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the due north line, and that her proper Boundary would be to follow that 
line from the potnt where it first intersects the River Rtstigouche, and 
tt ts princtpally with a view to procure an immediate dectston that we 
have suggested terms, whitch we conceive so favourable to the Stster Prov- 
nee. 

On the part of New Brunswick, there did not appear any dtsposttion 
to accede to this suggestion, and we proceeded to endeavour to agree on 
a temporary arrangement as to the timber on the Disputed Territory. 

From what we could gather, it seemed to us, there was a strong feel- 
ing to deny all right to Canada, to any land whatever south of the High- 
Lands near the St. Lawrence, or to agree, even temporarily, to recognize 
her authority to license cutting timber tn any part of these lands, but 
to push the pretension of New Brunswick to all the Terrttory between 
those Highlands and the Boundary of the Untted States, as settled by the 
Treaty of Washington; for we could tn no other way tnterpret the elaim 
of jurtsdictton of New Brunswick, west of the due north line, and her 
adherence to those Highlands as the southern limtt of Canada. A glance 
at the map, keeping in mind the limits assigned to New Brunswick, by 
the Royal Commission of 1784, will show the injustice, and we must add 
the extravaganee, of such pretensions. 

Whatever the motive may have been, we found, however, that they would 
not be parttes to any arrangement, under whtch Licenses were to be 
granted for cutting timber tn any part of the Territory under the auth- 
ortty of Canada,--they proposed to resume ltcensing, but to exerctse 
exclusive jurtsdiction tn this respect; keeping an account of what was 
cut and collected, until the questton was settled; and refused our pro- 
posttton that Canada should continue as she had begun to grant Licenses, -- 
New Brunswick doing the same--that the expenses of management should be 
borne out of the respective Provincial Funds, and that the proceeds of 
all Timber cut under such Licenses should be collected by New Brunswick, 
and funded until the questton of Boundary was dectded. 

We could not agree to thetr proposal, because we felt that Canada 
ought not to recede one tota from the posttton she had taken. They re- 
fused, apparently resolved not to recognize even temporarily the auth- 
ortty of Canada. Both proposals, tt must be borne in mind, were made 
without prejudice to future proceedings. 

The necesstty that all Timber cut on the land should be brought down 
the St. John, was glanced at, as shewing the power of New Brunswick to 
control all operations in this respect; we felt obliged t to remark that 
Canada would be driven to survey several Townshtps tn the Territory, and 
fill them wtth Settlers, in order to maintain her just rights and pre- 
vent tt betng urged against her, that she was acquiescing in what we 
should be forced to treat as the encroachment of the Stster Province. 

Such was the substance of our communications. Hts Excellency Sir Wil- 
liam Colebrooke expressed his intention of bringing the whole matter be- 
fore the Executive Counctl of New Brunswick, and again communicating with 
Your Excellency. 

We have only to urge the necessity of permitting no delay that can 
be avoided in a final arrangement; for we have certainly arrived at the 
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coneluston, that the interests of Canada are in every respect prejudiced 
by delay, and the stress whitch it appears to us ts latd on the so-called 
taett aequiescence of Canada in the possesston and jurtsdictton of New 
Brunswick, west of the due north line, renders it, in our humble opin- 
ton tmperatively necessary to urge a prompt dectston. 

The Timber is being carrted off tn the meantime by plunderers, and 
tf a forfeiture takes place it ts all to the advantage of New Brunswick; 
tf by License from that Provinee, the share Canada may get tn the pro- 
ceeds ts left to future negoctatton. 

It ts not for us to offer any suggestions here, as to the course pro- 
per to be taken. Your Excellency will doubtless adopt the measures you 
may deem best under all etreunstances. 

A copy of a minute of our conversations with the gentlemen appointed 
on the part of Sir Willtam Colebrooke accompantes this Report. 

We have the honour to be, &c., 


(Stgned, ) W. H. DRAPER, 
D. B, PAPINEAU. 
28th July, 1845." 


MONDAY, 14th July. 


Hts Excellency the Lieutenant Governor announced to us that he had 
named Mr. Street, a Member of the Executive Counetl, and Mr. Reade, who 
had been tn Washtngton, on the part of New Brunswick, at the negotiation 
of the Ashburton Treaty, to confer with us. Mr. Reade having met with 
an aectdent, we met Mr. Street alone. 

Mr. Street commenced by observing, that unless we latd down some 
basts on whtch we could agree, we were not likely to approach a settle- 
ment, and tnvtted us to consider on what princtple we would agree as 
to the Boundary, tn order to dtscuss the details for carrying such prin- 
etple out. 

We replted that thts tnvolved several constderattions, -- 

lst.--Were we stmply to ascertatn the Boundary Line, as ftxed by the 
Commisstoners establishing New Brunswick as a separate Province--tf so, 
there was little to discuss. The Gulf of St. Lawrence was the Eastern 
Boundary, the Bay of Fundy the Southern, the Western was defitnttely 
fixed by a tine due north from the source of the Ste. Crotzx, a line 
whteh had been explored tn part, and had only to be continued till tt 
reached the Southerly Boundary of the Province of Quebec, and the South- 
erly Boundary whitch was defined as the Htghlands dividing, &c. 


(181) 

ad.--The fact must not be overlooked, that (however tt might have 
arisen) both New Brunswick and Canada had adopted the Ristigouche River 
for a certain distance, as thetr Northern and Southern Boundary , --New 
Brunswick by the creation of the County of Risttgouche, bounded by the 
river of that name, and Canada afterwards by the creatton of the County 
of Bonaventure, whitch has for tts Southern Boundary this same river. 
Thts mutual recognition, that ts, mutual tn regard to the Western limits 
of the County of Ristigouche, appeared to have so far settled the ques- 
tton, and then all that rematned to be determined, was the Boundary from 
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the north-western corner of thts County to the due North Line; 

Or, 8d.--The settlement of a Conventional Line, tn which could be 
considered settlements made without the defined Boundaries of New Bruns- 
wick. 

Mr. Street suggested a settlement of the footing of utt possidetis. 

He remarked that Canada had encroached on New Brunswick by coming to the 
Ristigouche, as the he Highlands referred to in the Quebee Act, and the Pro- 
clamation of 1763, were clearly the range far North of that River, and 
much closer to the St. Lawrence, and that we could not (admitting the 
due North Line as traced on Wells' Map A. only for argument sake, to be 
correct) dtsturb the Long possession and jurisdictton of New Brurswick 
west of that Line, and in the Territory at and about the Madawaska Set- 
tlement, wtthout retiring all pretenstons to land south of these High- 
lands, whitch would be a most tneonventent course; and if New Brunswick 
gave up so much tn that quarter, she might, tf on no other ground, just- 
Ly retatn the whole Madawaska Territory. Bestdes, he intimated that the 
North Line, as shown on the Map, was establtshed tn accordance wtth the 
Treaty of 1783, and could have no reference to the Line intended in 1763, 
and that in fact the Line tntended tn 1763, was much west of that traced 
on the Map. 

In reply, we urged that we could not recognize any settlement or pos- 
session of New Brunswick to the westward of the due North Line, as con- 
ferring a right, until they had shown some Document or competent author- 
tty for crossing the clearly expressed and defined Western Boundary. 

That no length of possesston, or even exerctse of jurtsdictton, could 
alter the Boundary asstgned to that Province by the Soveretgn authority. 
That the assertion as to the Southern Boundary of the former Prov- 
tnee of Quebec betng so evtdently the Htghlands referred to by Mr. Street, 
so far from betng admitted by us to be correct, was, tn our optnton, open 
to the greatest doubt, and that we concetve we had the authority of the 
Brttish Government, tn tts Long protracted negotiations wtth the United 

States, for asserting this was not the true range of Highlands, but 

that they must be sought much farther South,--and according to the ar- 
gument of the Brittsh Government and the reports of thetr Commisstoners, 
the range of Highlands which were destgnated in the Treaty of 1783, would 
carry the limit of New Brunswick as far South of the Ristigouche, as 

that Provinee claimed to carry it north, and we could not therefore ad- 
mit as a basts that New Brunswick tn adopting the Risttgouche as the 
Boundary pro tanto, was making any concession, and consequently acqutr- 
tng any right to a corresponding compensatton, to the westward of the 

due North Ltne. 

Mr. Street re-asserted the posttton of the Highlands, and repeated 
hts dental that the Boundartes in the Treaty of 1783 could affect the 
question, whitch must rest on the Proclamation of 1763, and the Quebec 
Aet; and he insisted further, that even admitting the force of our ar- 
gument as to the due North Ltne, bounding the Province of New Brunswick, 
that her having taken possesston to the west of itt was nothing to us, 
as Canada, being bounded by a range of Highlands much nearer the St. 
Lawrence, could not cross them, and that she had no right to the Terrt- 
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tory between those Highlands and the Line established by the Treaty of 
Washington; and he referred to that Treaty and to the proceedings now 
being carried on on the North of the St. John, at the expense (for the 
present) of New Brunswick, as confirming her claim to all the land to 
the southward of the Highlands he referred to, and the Boundary as now 
established, of the United States, and he challenged us to show any 
tLELe.OF Canada to the Territory; and in reply to the grant of the Setg- 
ntory of Madawaska and other Settlements, made by the French before the 
Cesston, he urged that the Cesston had made all the Territory that of 
Great Britain, who had thought fit to bound the Provtnee of Quebec by 
certain Highlands, beyond whtch we could derive no claim from Acts of 
the French Government prtor to 1763. 

We admttted the authority of the Impertal Government, but inststed, 
that that Government meant one and the same range of Highlands by the 
Treaty of 1783, whtch were already referred to in 1768. That we had 
the authority of the British Government for saying that those Htgh- 
lands were not the range Mr. Street asserted, and that tt was not to 
be assumed that Great Britain intended to leave a narrow and unapproach- 
able strip of land between the Untted States and the Province of Canada 
and New Brunswick, whtch would be the result if Mr. Street's position 
were correct; and we dtsclatmed any proceedings for carrytng out the 
Treaty of Washington, or any Article of that Treaty, as having any bear- 
tng on the boundartes of Canada and New Brunswtck. 

Mr. Street then observed, that we should never probably convince one 
another as to the Boundary as of right, and it would be better to try 
and settle a Conventtonal Line, and for the sake of dtscusston, and 
as ascertaining what prospect there mtght be of our concurring, he 
would make a suggestton. He premtsed that he thought the River Ris- 
tigouche wrongly marked on the map, and that the true head and line of 
the River was that destgnated as the Peetamkedgewee, and he proposed a 
line drawn from the head of that River, to the northermost potnt of 
the United States Boundary, at the River St. Francts,or at least from 
the head of that River to the Boundary of the Setgntory of Madawaska, 
and round that Setgntory till tt agatn reached the course of a direct 
line from the River above-mentioned, (whtch he tnsisted was really the 
Rtstigouche,) to the northern point of the United States Boundary. 

We at onee declined thts; First, because we could assent to no change 
as to the River Ristigouche; next, because thinking New Brunswick pro- 
perly bounded by the due north line, the extremest concesston, and this 
only for the sake of a prompt settlement of all difficulties, must be 
the easterly stde of the Madawaska River. 

This puts a stop for the present to the discussion respecting the 
Boundary, and we then proceeded to propose an ad interim arrangement, 
as to the Timber Licenses, &c. 

We proposed that Canada should grant Licenses as she had already com- 
meneed; that New Brunswick should also grant Licenses; that the expenses 
of management should be borne out of the respective Provincial Funds; 
that the proceeds of all Timber cut under these Licenses should be col- 
lected by New Brunswick, and funded until the questton of Boundary was 
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dectded; Mr. Street at onee stated that granting Licenses by both would 
tnevitably lead to confuston; that he thought New Brunswick had better 
re-commence granting Licenses, and that no other should be granted until 
the dispute was settled, and that they would collect and keep separate 
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the revenue. Thts arrangement to be without prejudice to the claim of 
New Brunswick alone to grant such Licenses, &c., on the ground of pos- 
sesston and jurtsdtction, Ctvtl and Criminal, so long exercised, com- 
menctng, tn fact, tn 1787, and that Canada had, till very recently ac- 
qutesced, wtthout remonstrance, and ought not now to object to the con- 
tinuation of this jurisdiction (without prejudice to her claims) until 
the Boundary was dectded. 

That as all the Timber must pass through New Brunswick, and become 
subject to tts laws and jurisdiction, it would be better to let the 
whole matter ad interim remain in thetr hands. 

We strongly objected to thts, because tt would, by receding from the 
course adopted in 1843, of granting Licences, tmply a partial, though 
only temporary abandonment of rtghts, we belteved tncontroverttble. 

That our proposal could not affect the facts on which the claim of New 
Brunswick was rested, whether those were the Southern Boundary of the 
Provinee of Quebec, as defined by the Htghlands, or the long possesston 
and exclustve jurtsdiction which was asserted. That we were quite aware 
New Brunswick, by her oun Legislatton, might enforce forfetture of Tim- 
ber comtng down the River, cut under our Licenses, and by thus taking 
advantage of her geographical posttton, render, for the present, the 
market of St. John's tnaecesstble to us, but that they could not pre- 
vent our assertion of our rights, by settling Townships, whtch would be 
tmmedtately filled up by the surplus population of Lower Canada, and 
though such a course was to be deprecated, as tnevitably leading to 
colliston and posstbly bloodshed, yet we could not engage that the for- 
bearanee of Canada to assert actively her clatms by taking possession 
tn opposttton to the possession claimed by New Brunswick, would be con- 
tinued. A long and desultory conversatton ensued, involving the ques- 
tion of possesston by New Brunswick, and the consequences whteh ought 
legitimately to attach to it, but neither party seeming disposed to 
yteld, tt was agreed we should reflect on the matter, and meet (with 
Mr. Reade if he were able to attend) to-morrow at eleven o'clock. 





TUESDAY MORNING, 15th July, 1845. 


We attended this morning, accordtng to the understanding yesterday. 
Mr, Reade being still unable to come out, the Honourable I. Saunders 
was appointed in his place, to act with Mr. Solicitor General Street, 
on behalf of New Brunswtck. 

Mr. Street renewed his observation of the importance of determining 
certain principles as a basis of settlement, and then applytng those 
prinetples to the extsting facts, observing, that tf the principle was 
to adhere to the letter of the Boundaries establtshed by Proclamation, 
Statute or Royal Commisston, all that was necessary was to explore and 
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trace out those Boundaries, but that if a line departing from those Boun- 
dartes, was to be adopted, if some rules for ascertaining such a line 
should be first latd down, the conelusion would be more easily arrived 
at. 

We remarked that, with reference to a large portion of the Boundary, 
there would be no difftculty; the eastern, southern, and western limits 
of New Brunswick could not be mtstaken; for though as to the latter, tt 
had been suggested that the due north line as explored, had been com- 
menced further eastward than tt should have been, yet as tt was obvious 
that the Brttish Government tntended that the line "drawn due north from 
the source of the River Ste. Crotx, to the southern Boundary of our Prov- 
tnee of Quebec," should be be identical with the line desertbed tn the 
Treaty of 1783, as "a line drawn due north from the source of the Ste. 
Crotx to the Highlands," when once the British Government had determined 
what that line should be, for the purposes of the Treaty of 1783, it 
at the same moment gave tts construction of the same line whtch was to 
form the Western Boundary of New Brunswick, according to the Royal Com- 
misston of 1784. It was on the Northern Boundary of New Brunswick atone, 
that any veal difficulty extsted; that there had been mutual Legislative 
Acts of Canada and New Brunswick, by which the River Ristigouche had 
for a constderable distance been adopted as the Boundary between the 
Provinces, and we proposed to assume the line as thereby settled by the 
Act of both Provinces, as far as the northwestern angle of the County 
of Risttgouche, and starting thence, to endeavour to settle the rest- 
due. 

To thts Mr. Street objected, as the adoption of the Rtstigouche so 
far, would be a watver of the claims of New Brunswick to all the land 
Lying north of the Ristigouche, and south of the Highlands near the St. 
Lawrence, whtch he contended were those meant by the Proclamation of 
1763, and the Statute of 1774; and as the title of New Brunswick to this 
land was, tn hts opinion, clear, tf for the sake of settlement, she gave 
up any part of tt, she would tnstst on a corresponding indemnity on the 
west. 

We then proposed, wtthout prejudice to any claims on etther stde, 
but merely for the purpose of endeavouring to arrive at a Conventtonal 
Line, to take this as a starting potnt; and equally wtthout prejudice, 
and only for the same purpose, to treat the Ristigouche as having been 
so far settled by the Acts of both Provinces as the Boundary. 

Mr. Street then clatmed that the possesston and authority taken and 
exerctsed by the Province of New Brunswick, commencing as early as 1787, 
and tacitly acqutesced tin by Canada, to the west of the due North Line, 
should equally be recognized for for the purposes of settling the Conven- 
tional Boundary. 

To this we replted, that there was no analogy between the two cases. 
In the former, Canada had by express enactment, made the River Risti- 
gouche the Boundary of a County, and New Brunswitek, whieh had also, by 
an earlter Statute, created the County of Northumberland, part of which 
now constituted the County of Risttgouche, bounded by the Province of 
Canada, had never attempted or clatmed to push her jurtsdtetion or set- 
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tlements beyond that River, and that however clear it might be to New 
Brunswick, that the Highlands she contended for were the true Boundary, 
tt appeared to us that in inststing on a range of Highlands far to the 
south we had the authority of the British Government. In the latter 
ease, Canada had done nothing through her Legislature in the sltghtest 
degree adopting or conceding the pretension of New Brunswick, and as 
to her tacit acquiescence, as long as the dispute between the United 
States and Great Britain was pending, any assertion of her individual 
elatm would have been premature, as the ftrst point to be determined 
was, what was the limit of Brittsh Territory, apart from the constdera- 
tion of within what Provinee that Territory might be situate; and since 
that questton had been determined, Canada had not been. tnactive. That, 
without meaning to insist that the limits of New Brunswick might not 
be extended to the west of the due North Line, we could only view thts 
as a coneesston for the sake of an tmmediate arrangement, and having tn 
vtew the probability that the settlements to the west of that Boundary 
of New Brunswick, were made under the erroneous beltef that they were 
within the limits of that Province, and therefore, that the inhabitants 
who had thus, under the authortty of the Provinetal Government, occupied 
and improved these lands, were entitled to consideratton. 

Mr. Street objected to the adoption of the potnt proposed by us, and 
referred, first, to the Conventional Line suggested by His Excellency 
Str Willtam Colebrooke, commencing on a bend of the River Risttgouche, 
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according to Mr. Wells' Map A. in latitude 47° 49' north, nearly, and 
longttude 67° 20' west, or thereabouts, and running a dtrect course 
thence, to the northerly angle of the Untted States Territory on the 
River St. Francis, and he again renewed, as a proposttton, by which 
he coneetved the Government of New Brunswick would be content, to pro- 
cure a settlement, to adopt the River Pee tamkedgewee as the true Ristt- 
gouehe, and commencing at the forks of that River, appearing on Mr. 
Wells' Map A. to be tn latitude 47° 49' north, or thereabouts, and longt- 
tude 67° 57' west, nearly, and runntng from Weck a dtreet line towards 
the same northerly angle of the United States Territory, until it 
reached the limit of the Setgntory of Madawaska, then around, and fol- 
lowing the Boundartes of that Setgniory, unttl tt reached the potnt 
where the first line to be drawn from the forks of the River, towards 
the north angle of the Untted States Territory would intersect the west- 
erly stde of the Madawaska Setgntory, and thence following the course 
of the first menttoned line to the same north angle of the Untted States 
Territory on the River St. Franets. 

We at once stated our conviction, that netther of the proposed ltnes 
could ever be acceded to on the part of Canada, and stated our beltef 
that the extreme limtt to whteh Canada could concede, would be to take 
the River Rvs tigouche as the Boundary, until tt reached a point where 
the due North Line drawn from the source of the River Ste. Croix, and 
forming the Boundary between New Brunswick and the State of Maine, first 
intersects the River Ristigouche, thence in a direct line to the near- 
est angle of the Madawaska Setgntory, betng east of the Rtver Madawaska, 
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thence following the Boundary of the Seigniory southwesterly, to the 
River Madawaska, thenee down the River Madawaska to the River St. John, 
and the limtt of the State of Matne, and so along the River Risttgouche, 
to the Bate des Chaleurs. 

The New Brunswick gentlemen declined this proposttion, and we then 
ceased any further discussion as to the Boundary. The subject of the 
Timber Ltcensing was again taken up, but, as on the part of New Bruns- 
wiek, tt was refused to admtt any proposal under whtch Licenses were to 
be granted by the Government of Canada, etther alone in one part of the 
disputed Territory, or in conjunction with New Brunswick; no arrangement 
could be come to. 

During the discusston as to the actual respective legally fixed 
Boundartes of the two Provinces, Mr. Street proposed the appotntment 
of three Commtsstoners to explore the Highlands; we objected, on the 
ground that tt would create delay and expense, both useless. For, tf 
the Provinces could agree on the Conventional Line, tt was unnecessary, 
and, tf the question had to be determtned by Impertal authority, extst- 
ing circumstances, artstng from the conduct of both Provinces, could 
not be overlooked in a settlement; and tt was equally certain that they 
would netther take the Highlands near the St. Lawrence nor those form- 
tng a continuation of the chatn by which the Brittsh Commtsstoners had 
contended the United States was bounded, according to the Treaty of 
1783. However clearly it might appear therefore, whitch of these ranges 
was the true one, other constderations had intervened which rendered 
the adoptton of etther tmposstble, and such a survey could therefore 
have no benefietal result, whtle the delay it would cause in a defintte 
arrangement, would be htghly tngurtous, at least to Canada. 

It occurred also, that to a question put to Mr. Street, to show any 
documentary evidence by which New Brunswick could be warranted tn ex- 
tending her jurisdiction west of the due North Line, contrary to the 
Aet by whitch the British Government had established the new Province 
of New Brunswick, he asked how, in turn, could Canada justify her claims 
tn that Territory? We answered that before 1763, there were only two 
parties claiming the same. Great Brittain on one stde, France on the 
other. That whitch was not British possession was French, or rather 
Freneh Canadtan possesston. After 1763, British authority and dominion 
was substituted tn Canada, to French authority and dominion; but the 
Colony of Canada rematned the same. After 1783, United States dominton 
was substituted for British dominton in one part of these possesstons, 
therefore every thing west of the due North Line, which by any subse- 
quent Act of the Impertal authority of Great Britain, was not acknow- 
ledged to be American property, must, of course, remain Canadtan pro- 
perty or Territory. 





(Copy. ) 


FREDERICTON, WN.B., 
January 5th, 1846. 
MY LORD, 
It having been reported to me by the Comnisstoners employed in car- 
rying tnto effect the provisions of the Treaty of Washington, that Mr. 
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Franeits Rice, a Justice of the Peace of the County of Carleton, resi- 
dent tn the Madawaska Settlement, had been appointed a Crown Land Agent 
under the Department tn Canada for the sale of Lands in that part of 
the county, I have the honour to request that Your Lordship will be so 
good as to inform me tf such may be the case, and whether the appoint- 
ment may have the sanetion of the Canadian Government. TI beg to draw 





Your Lordshtp's attentton to my correspondence 
Letter to Lord Met- , ade P 
calfe, dated 26th with Lord Metcalfe referred to in the margin , 
> 


Ger l ess. and to remark that tt would be the duty of Mr. 
a om ee) Ruce, as a Magtstrate, to enforce the Laws of 
Metoal fe, ee aa thts Province within the Settlement against 


May, 1845. all persons. who might dtsregard them; and I 

ae rea TAK Men need not impress on Your Lordship the conse- 

calfe, dated 13th quences of such a confltet of jurisdiction and 
2 


tts effects tn tncreastng the dtfficulttes at- 
ed 9 ee tending the settlement of the disputed Bound- 
ary between the Provinces. 
I have, &e., 
(Stgned, ) W. M. G. COLEBROOKE. 
His Excellency, Lieutenant 
The Earl CATHCART, K. C. B., 
Ge 6G. Wace 


(Copy.) 
GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
Montreal, 16th January, 1846. 
SIR, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the recetpt of Your Excellency's 
Despateh, dated the 5th tnstant, and in reply to transmit for Your 
Excellency's tnformatton a copy of the Report of a Commtttee of the 
ond Dedonpes the Executive Counett of thts Provinee, advising the 
Serre) appotntment of a Resident Agent for the Crown Land 
, Department tn the Madawaska Settlement, tn pursuance 
of whitch the nomtnation of Mr. Francis Rice, a Justice 
of the Peace of the County of Carleton, resident tn that Settlement, to 
the above situation, took place accordingly by the usual Warrant under 
my stgnature. 

I have not fatled to give my best attention to the correspondence 
between Lord Metcalfe and yourself, to whteh Your Excellency has ad- 
verted, from whtch tt appears that His Lordshtp's letter, dated the 5th 
of May, 1845, must have shewn to Your Excellency the probability of the 
measure tn question being sooner or later adopted, Lord Metcalfe having 
therein deprecated the intruston of the authortty of New Brunswick, or 
any change having that object tn vtew, pending the settlement of the 
Boundaries of the two Provinces, tn a Territory which had been shewn tn 
a former communtcatton addressed by His Lordshtp to Your Excellency, on 


(134) 
the 28th of April, 1845, was constdered by the people of thts Province 
to belong to Canada. 
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I sincerely trust that no such consequences as Your Excellency seems 
to anticipate wtll arise from thts appotntment, the sole object of whitch 
being to secure the rights and the tnterests of the Canadtan population, 
wtthin the limtts tn which they have an undoubted claim to the protec- 
tion of thetr Government. 

I have, &., 
(Signed, ) CATHCART. 
Hts Excellency 
Str W. M. G. COLEBROOKE, K. d. 
ei. Gey ac. 


Extract from a Report of a Committee of the Honourable the Executive 
Counetl, dated 22d December, 1845, approved by His Excellency, the 
Admintstrator of the Government, tn Counetl, on the 24th of the same 
month. 

"On a letter from the Commtsstoner of Crown Lands, dated the 16th 
instant, that the appointment of Franeis Rice, Esquire, as Crown Land 
Agent tn the Terrttory of the Madawaska, may be conftrmed, wtth such 
a fixed and annual salary, not exceeding £200, as the Commtsstoner may 
think the nature of the servtces to be rendered will warrant, &c. 

The Committee approve of the recommendation of the Commissioner of 
Crown Lands, that an Agent be appotnted to dtspose of the waste Lands 
of the Crown in the Territory in question." | 


Certified. 
(Stgned, ) E, PARENT. 

To the Civil Secretary, 

Gen VEC. GC. 
(Copy.) 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
Montreal, 2d February, 1846. 

SIR, 


I have the honour to transmit to Your Excellencya letter whtech I 
have recetved from the Comntsstoner of Crown Lands tn the Provinee of 
Canada, dtrecting my attentton to an extract of a communication received 
by him from Francis Rice, Esquire, Resident Agent for that Department 
tn the Madawaska Settlement, and coneurring in the vtew Mr. Paptneau 
has taken of the subject, to request that Your Excellency will have the 
goodness to acquaint me as early as posstble whether the proceedings 
therein referred to, on the part of the Authorities of New Brunswick, 
in a Territory always considered to be under the control of Lower Can- 
ada, are sanettoned by the Imperial Government. 

In the event of such not being the case, and that no spectal instruc- 
ttons have been gtven to Your Excellency by Her Majesty's Government at 
home, to empower the Authorities of New Brunswick to adopt such immedi- 
ate, and I may say premature measures, wtthout any previous communtca- 
tton or understanding wtth the Executive Government of Canada, I must 
take upon myself, on the part of the Government of thts Province, to 
submit to Your Excellency the expediency of causing the Surveys com- 
platned of in the documents herewtth transmitted to be discontinued 
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wtthin the limits eclatmed by Lower Canada, until Her Majesty's pleasure 
on the subject of the Boundartes now tn dispute between the two Prov- 
tnees can be ascertained. 

I take thts oecaston to make known to Your Excellency that Her Maj- 
esty having been advtsed to confer upon me the office of Governor General 
of Her British Provinces in North America, to be held in conjunction with 
my present command, I have received Her Majesty's command, on accepting 
the offtce, to publtsh the fact that I had become Lord Metecalfe's suc- 
cessor, and having already been sworn tn an Admintstrator of the Govern- 
ment, that my authortty as Governor General will in all substantial res- 
pects be the same, although the title alone will be wanting until my 
Commisston arrives. 

I have, &e. 
(Stgned, ) CATHCART. 
His Excellency, 
Sir W. M. G. COLEBROOKE, K. H., 
OC iG OC sus Maes 


(Copy. ) 


To Hts Excellency the Right Honourable Charles Murray, Earl of Cath- 
eart, tn the County of Renfrew, Administrator of the Government of 
the Province of Canada, &c., &c., &e. 


MY LORD, 

I constder tt my duty, humbly to call Your EFxcelleney's attention to 
the enclosed abstract of a letter to thts Department, from Francis Rice, 
Esquire, one of tts Agents, dated Temtscouata, 29th December, 1845. 

Your Excellency will see by that abstract, that the authorities in 
New Brunswick have actually been surveying land in Canada, under pre- 
tence of the execution of the fourth article of the Treaty of Washing- 
ton. As I have been authorized, by Order tn Counetl, to have the land 
surveyed and granted, I respectfully beg leave to submit whether it would 
not be advtsable for your Excellency, to communicate wtth the Lieutenant 
Governor of New Brunswick on the subject of those Surveys, in order to 
ascertain whether such proceedings on the part of the New Brunswick 
authorities, in a Territory always considered under the control of 
Lower Canada, are sanettoned by the Imperial Government. By the ans- 
wer I shall be gutded tn the steps to be taken in carrying out the Sur- 
veys, and other measures contemplated by the Order in Council of 6th 
November, 1845. 

Uneve, -aek., 
(Stgned, ) DOOR # PAPINEAU, 
Cn L. 


les 


CROWN LANDS OFFICE, 
30th January, 1846. 


(Copy. ) 


Extract of a letter from Franets Rice, Esquire, Crown Land Agent, Mada- 
waska, dated the 29th December, 1845. 
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"T suppose you are aware, that the Government of New Brunswick have 
appotnted two Commtsstoners to carry into effect the fourth Article of 
the Treaty of Washington, that is, to grant free titles to those who 
had settled on the Disputed Terrttory six years previous to the date 
of the satd Treaty. These gentlemen have arrived tn Madawaska, tin the 
month of April last, wtth four parttes of Surveyors, and have latd out 
the settlers' lots from the Setgniory on the Madawaska River, down to 
tts outlet, and from that up to the Satnt Franets on the Satnt John 
River, " 


(Copy. ) FREDERICTON, N.B., 
February 13th, 1846. 
MY LORD, 

I have had the honour to recetve Your Lordship's Letter of the 2nd 
tnstant, enclosing to me a communtcation from Mr. Papineau, the Com- 
misstoner of Crown Lands tn Canada, and from Mr. Francis Rice, a Rest- 
dent Agent of hts Department, at Madawaska, relative to the Surveys 
executed under the dtrectton of the Comnisstoners appointed to carry 
into effect the 4th clause of the Treaty of Washington, and requesting 
to be tnformed tf these proceedings are sancttoned by the Impertal Gov- 
ernment. 


(135) 

I have, in reply, to inform Your Lordship, that the provistons of 
that Treaty were ordered by the Secretary of State for the Colontes to 
be carried into effect, and that the Comnisstoners appointed, and who 
are responstble for their proceedings, have from time to time made Re- 
ports whieh have been duly transmitted to the Secretary of State, accom- 
panted by a Plan of the Surveys executed by them. 

With respect to thetr Surveys having been carrted into a Territory, 
whteh Your Lordshtp considered to be under the control of Lower Canada, 
I beg leave to observe, that the limtts of the Madawaska Settlement, 
from whence Mr. Rice makes his Report, have never been defined, and as 
he has, for several years exerctsed jurtsdictton tn tt as a Magtstrate 
of thts Province, an office he has not resigned, he ts well aware of the 
facet, of whieh the framers of the Treaty were also cogntzant, as appears 
from the 3rd clause, wherein the Settlers on the St. John and its Trt- 
butartes, were recognized to be inhabitants either of Matne or New Bruns- 
witek. On this point, I beg to refer Your Lordshtp to the Supplementary 
Report of the Surveyor General of New Brunswick, at page 10, enclosed 
tn my letter to Lord Metcalfe, dated the 13th December, 1844. 

As the Commtsstoners have suspended thetr operattons during the win- 
ter season, there will be full time to recetve Instructtons from Her 
Majesty's Government before anything further can be done. They were 
stmply tnstructed, tn general terms, to carry the provtstons of the 
Treaty into effect, pursuant to the orders of Her Majesty's Government, 
to whom it will become my duty to transmit the correspondence which I 
have held with your Lordship, and to request that no delay may occur in 
arresting the consequences of the conflicting Jurisdiction whtch has re- 
eently artsen between the Provinces. 

I have, &e. 
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(Stgned, ) W. M. G. COLEBROOKE. 
Hits Excellency 
The Right Honourable 
The Earl CATHCART, K.C.B. 
b0,§ 16Ct, ae. 


Messages, &c. Ordered, That the satd Messages and the documents ac- 

to be Printed. companying the same, be printed for the use of 
the Members of this House. 

Marrted Ordered, That Mr. Cummings have leave to bring in a 

Women's Re- Bill, to provide for the relief of married women, 

itef. Bill. tn certatn cases. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the 


House, 2? 


MR. PRICE wished that the introducer of the bill would give some ex- 
planation of it. (Hear, hear.)28 


MR. CUMMINGS said that the intention of the bill was, that when a 
friend or relation had made a bequest of some property to a married wo- 
man, and she had a husband of an abandoned character, she might be able 
to prevent the property from being sold or mor tgaged2? ((or)) dissipated 
by ((him) ) .39 He considered the subject of great importance, and had 
consulted lawyers on both sides of the house, and it was his intention 
not to press the bill this session; he only wished it printed, and he 
supposed the subject would be better understood by the next session.31 


(136) 
and the same was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to 
be read a second time, on Monday next. 


On motion of Mr. Chauveau, seconded by Mr. Armstrong, 


Address, Lake Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to Hts 
Ste Peter. Excellency, the Admintstrator of the Government; 


praying that he wtll cause the proper Officer to 
lay before thts House, ist. Report of Survey of Lake St. Peter, by Mr. 
Atherton, etvtl engineer; 2nd. Report of Survey of the same by Mr. David 
Vaughan, the present Superintendent; 3rd. Report of Survey of the same, 
by Captain Boxer, Royal Navy; and, 4th, Coptes of Contracts or Agree- 
ments entered into by the Board of Works, for boarding the men employed 
by them in Lake St. Peter, in the years 1843, 1844, 1845, and 1846. 


Ordered, That the said Address be presented to His Excellency, the Ad- 
mintstrator of the Government, by such Members of thts House, as are 
of the Honourable the Executive Counetl of thts Provinee. 


Jews Re- Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Moffatt have leave 
Lief Bull. to bring in a Bill, to amend the Act of Lower 





Canada theretn mentioned, extending certain prt- 
vileges to persons of the Jewtsh persuaston. 


172 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, 32 


He, MR. MOFFATT, said that the bill was introduced to amend the act 
of 19 George IV. cap 75, applicable to persons of Jewish persuasion, 
which gave power for trustees to hold ground for a burying ground and 
synagogue, and also to keep a register of births, marriages and deaths. 
The present bill was to extend the privileges of that act to Portuguese 
Jews. They asked for leave to hold 5 acres of ground for a burying 
ground and By USED ES to solemnize matrimony and keep a register of births 
and deaths. 3 


(135) 
and the same was received and read for the first time, and ordered to 
be read a second time on Monday next. 


Toronto Hospt- Ordered, That Mr.. Boulton have leave to bring ina 
tile BULL « BBill to tneorporate the Trustees of the Toronto 
Hospttal. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Wednesday the twenty-ninth tnstant. 


Peterboro' Ordered, That Mr. Hall have leave to bring in a Bill 
Ineorpora- to tneorporate the town of Peterborough. 
tion BILL. He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the 


House, and the same was received and read for the 
first time, and ordered to be read a second time on Monday next. 


Peterboro' and Ordered, That Mr. Hall have leave to bring in a Bill 


Port Hope to ineorporate the Peterborough and Port Hope 
Railway Btil. Ratlway Company. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the 
House, and the same was recetved and read for the ftrst ttme, and or- 
dered to be read a second time on Monday next. 


Cobourg Ordered, That Mr. Meyers have leave to bring in a Bill 
Manufac tur- to incorporate the Cobourg Manufacturing Company. 
ing Bill. He accordingly presented the said Bill to the 


House, and the same was recetved and read for the 
first time, and ordered to be read a second time on Monday next. 


Montreal and Ordered, That Mr. Macdonald of Glengary have leave to 
kingston Ratl- bring tn a Bill to tneorporate the Montreal and 
road Bill. kingston Ratlroad Company. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the 
House, and the same was recetved and read for the first time, and or- 
dered to be read a second time on Monday next. 


On motton of Mr. Christte, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, 


Address, Resolved, That thts House do concur in the Address of 
Magdalen the Honourable the Legtslatitve Counetl to Hts 
Istands. Excelleney, the Admintstrator of the Government, 


on the subject of the Magdalen Islands; that the 


VES 


blank therein be filled up with the words, "and Legislative Assembly," 
and that the satd Address be signed by Mr. Speaker on behalf of this 
House. 


Resolved, That a Message be sent to the Honourable the Legislative Coun- 
etl, acquatnting their Honours that this House hath agreed to the 
Address to His Excellency, the Administrator of the Government, on 
the subject of the Magdalen Islands. 


Ordered, That Mr. Christie do carry the satd Message to the Legislative 
Council. 


On motton of Mr. Gowan, seconded by Mr. Hale, 


Orders _ of Ordered, That from thts day all measures standing on 
the Day. the Orders of the Day, be taken up according to 


the precedence they originally held, when placed 
on the Order of the Day Book. 


Muntetpal Mr. Stewart of Prescott, from the Committee of 
Law, Abs.) the whole House, to constder the expediency of repeal- 


tng the Munictpal Law of Lower Canada, and of enacting 
another, with amendments and new provistons, reported, according to 


(136) 
Order, the Resolution of the satd Committee, whtch Resolution was again 
read at the Clerk's table, and agreed to by the House and ts as fol- 
Loweth:-- 





Resolved, That tt ts expedtent to repeal the present Muntctpal Law of 
Lower Canada, and to substitute other enactments in lieu thereof. 


BULL. Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Papineau have leave 
to bring in a Bill to repeal the Acts therein 
menttoned, and to amend the Law for the establishment of Local and Muni- 
etpal Authorittes tn Lower Canada. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second ttme on Friday next. 


Sehool Act. Mr. Stewart of Bytown, from the Committee of the 

whole House, to consider the expediency of repealing 
the Provinetal Statute of the 8th Vietorta, cap. 41, commonly called 
"The School Act," and of enacting another, wtth amendments and new dts- 
positions, reported, according to Order, the Resolution of the satd Com- 
mittee, whtch Resolution was again read at the Clerk's table, and agreed 
to by the House, and ts as followeth:-- 


Resolved, That tt ts expedient to repeal the Provinetal Statute of the 
8th Victoria, cap. 41, commonly called "The School Act," and to 
enact other provtsions tn lteu thereof. 


School Bill, Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Papineau have leave 
(Eeetey to bring in a Btll, to repeal certain Enactments 


theretn mentioned, and to make better proviston 
for Elementary Instruction tn Lower Canada. 
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He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time, on Tuesday the twenty-etghth instant. 


Bible Chrts- The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
titans Re- the Bill to extend the benefit of a certain Act of 
itef Bull. the Parltament of Upper Canada therein menttoned, to 


the Mintsters of the denomtnatton calling themselves 
"Bible Christtans;" and also to extend the benefit of the satd Act, to 
a certain other denomination styling themselves "Christtans," betng 
read; 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and ordered to be engrossed. 


Temperance The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Houses Bill, the Btll, to enable the District Councils in Upper 
(WSR) Canada to regulate Temperance Houses, betng read; 


The satd Bill was accordingly read, and committed 
to a Comnittee of the whole House, to-morrow. 


St. Lawrence The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
and Atlantic the Bill, to amend the Act tneorporating the St. Law- 
Rattroad Brill. rence and Atlantic Ratlroad Company, being read; 


The said Btll was read accordingly. 


Ordered, That the Standing Rule of this House, requiring the payment of 
twenty pounds on the satd Bill, be dtspensed with, the same having 
been patd on the ortginal Btil. 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be referred to the Select Committee on Ratl- 


roads. 
Despatches. Ordered, That the several Despathces of the Right Hon- 
(Rattroads. ) ourable W. E. Gladstone, on the subject of Ratl- 
roads, be referred to the said Commtttee. 
Wolfe Island The Order of the Day for the second reading of the 
Rattroad Bill. Bill to tneorporate the Wolfe Island, Kingston, and 


Toronto. Ratlroad Company, betng read; 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time on Thursday next. 


Montreal and The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Lachine Ratl- the Bill to tneorporate the Montreal and Lachine Ratl- 
road Bill. road Company, being read;34 


MR. J. A. MACDONALD, of Kingston, moved the second reading of the 
Montreal and Lachine Railroad Bill. He conceived that the only possible 
objection which could be urged against the line was that it might inter- 
fere with the great line contemplated from Montreal to the Western Fron- 
tier. To remove this objection, he was authorized to state, that the 
stockholders of the proposed line were willing to give up their line to 
any responsible individuals who would engage to build a Railroad from 
Montreal to Kingston or Prescott32, ((or)) Toronto, upon the payment 
of its first cost.3/ 


VIS 


M. LANTIER dit qu'il espérait que le comité renverrait ce bill, comme 
la chambre avait renvoyé celui de la compagnie du Railroad de Nigara et 
Détroit. Le bill ne mentionnait par ot commencerait et ot se terminerait 
ce chemin en question. On ne savait méme pas si la compagnie de la 
grande route serait d'accord de faire aboutir le chemin de fer de Kings- 
tom au point ot finira celui de Lachine. Si dans tous les cas ce bill 
était recu, il aimerait qu'il fit spécifié que ce chemin irait, en pas- 
sant derriére la montagne, aboutir 4 la traverse de Longueuil, c'est-a- 
dire, 38 the terminus ought to be at the Cross, opposite to the proposed 
terminus of the Portland railroad.39 


MR. LAURIN opposed the Billy tC 


MR. COLVILLE was not personally interested in this railraod, but he 
would support the bill before them, as the measure was of great impor- 
tance to his constituents, communicating as it did with the place where 
the steam boats from the county of Beauharnois landed passengers and 
produce. The capital of the company was all taken up by individuals 
residing in Canada; and they were ready, immediately after a charter 
was granted to them, to commence the undertaking. The hon. member ((f))or 
Vaudreuil said that the line proposed by this company would not be ina 
direct line to Kingston. He (Mr. C.) had examined the surveys, and had 
found that it was only a mile from the direct line to Kingston; and it 
had the advantage of running on almost a dead level, while, if a direct 
line was taken, it would have to pass on a very uneven surface 41 


MR. MOFFATT was in favour of encouraging railroads; but there were 
two clauses in that bill to which he objected; the one which provided 
for a certain percentage of profit to be paid by the purchasers of that 
line; and the other, which42 gave to the company an exclusive right pre- 
venting the construction of any line within three miles43, This would 
prevent any other railroad having a terminus in Montreal. He (Mr. M.) 
was opposed to granting exclusive privileges to any company .44 


MR. J. A. MACDONALD of Kingston, said, since the drafting of the bill 
the proprietors had agreed to give up the rights in this road, at first 
cost, to any company who would build a more extended line.45 The first 
clause would be altered, and he was prepared to modify the second, the 
intention was to prevent the construction of parallell lines ... should 
vote for the Bill, he considered that the terminus of the Railroad 
should be about the Longueuil Ferry, where the Lachine Canal should have 
been long ago .46 


MR. AYLWIN considered that the line on which this railraod was to be 
built should be laid down in the bill, at least within 400 feet; and 
its terminus ought to be at the Longueuil ferry, where the entrance of 
the Lachine Canal should have been made long ago; and this could have 
been done without any injustice to Montreal.47 11 voterait pour le 
bill a condition que le chemin aboutira (sic) a la traverse de Longueuil .48 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengary) opposed the Bill; he had that day 
brought in a Bill to establish a Railroad from Montreal to Kingston49, 
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which would form a part of the great chain of roads to extend from Mont- 
real to Port Sarnia, with which this line would interfere. It was true 
that they could be bought out; yet the Lachine Company would likely 
build their road on such an expensive scale that the company whose in- 
terests he represented would not be able to buy it with profit, as they 
intended to build their road on a very economical scale. He hoped the 
hon. member for Kingston would postpone his measure until the second 
reading of the bill he had that day introduced, so that both measures 
might go before the Railway Committee, and be considered by them, at the 
same time. 


MR. COLVILLE asked if any of the stock of this Company was subscribed; 
he did not consider it fair that a line the whole of the capital of which 
was paid up and the Company prepared to begin operations should be stop- 
ped by another which merely existed on paper. 


MR. J. A. MACDONALD, of Kingston, said, the Kingston and Montreal Rail- 
road Company had no capital subscribed, but was merely got up as a specu- 
lation, and was dependent for its success on English capitalists. The 
unsettled state of the affairs with the United States would22 of course 
operate against speculation in Canadian schemes-> at present24, and war 
would destroy all chance of investment. It was not fair2> ((and)) pro- 
per, therefore, to oppose a measure which was a bona fide undertaking, 
and which would be carried into effect with Canadian capital>/, im- 
mediately, for the sake of a railroad which would not be built for at 
least five or six years. This railroad would be constructed in the most 
economical manner, so that the largest profit might be obtained at the 
smallest outlay.°8 


(136) 
The satd Btll was accordingly read, and referred to the Select Com- 
mittee on Ratlroads. 








Notartal Titles The Order of the Day for the House tn Committee 
BLL yy (ie Ce) on the Btll to remove all doubts as to the valtdity 
of certain Deeds, Instruments, and Documents, exe- 

cuted before Notartes tn Lower Canada, and to secure the Higies Ta bles, 
and Interests of all persons concerned therein, being read;?? 

The House accordingly resolved ttself into the satd Committee. 

Mr. Seymour took the Chatr of the Committee, and after some time 
spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr, 

And Mr. Seymour reported back the Btll to the House. 


Resolved, That the said Bill be referred to a Select Committee, composed 
of Mr, Soltettor General Taschereau, the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, Mr. 
Chabot, Mr. Drummond, and Mr. Chauveau, to report thereon with all 
convenient speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Magdalen The Order of the Day for the House in Committee 
Islands Bill. on the Bill relating to the Magdalen Islands, in the 


Gulf of St. Lawrence, and to enable the Inhabitants, 


Tt 


householders thereof, to establish a Muntetpal Counetl in the said Is- 
lands, betng read; 


Ordered, That the said Order of the Day be postponed until Thursday 





next. 
Commerctal The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Bank Charter the Bill to amend an Act, tntttuled, "An Act to ex- 
Amendment tend the Charter of the Commercial Bank of the Mid- 
Bull. land District, and to tnerease its capital stock," 





betng read; 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and referred to the Standing 
Committee on Private Bills. 


Shertff's The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Poundage Bill. the Bill to regulate the Poundage to be recetved by 

Sheriffs on Executtons, and for other purposes there- 
tn mentioned, being read; 


Ordered, That the said Bill be read a second time on Thursday next. 


Bathurst The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
School the Btll to enable the Distrtet of Bathurst to re- 
Montes Bill. cetve the School Monies apportioned to tt, tn the 


year one thousand etght hundred and forty-five, not- 
wtthstanding the fatlure of the District Counetl to levy an equal sum, 
betng read; 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time on Thursday next. 


Motton to The Honourable Mr. Aylwin moved, seconded by Mr. 
adjourn. Johnston, that the House do now adjourn. 


The Question having been put upon the satd mo- 
tton, a diviston ensued, and it passed tn the negative. 


Bronté Har- The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
bour Bill. the Bill to revive and extend an Act of the Parlta- 
ment of Upper Canada, 3rd Victoria, chap. 33, intt- 
tuled, "An Act to tncorporate certain persons, under the name and style 
of the Prestdent, Directors, and Company, of the Bronté Harbour," betng 
read; 
The satd Btll was accordingly read, and ordered to be Engrossed. 


Orders of The Honourable Mr. Aylwin moved, seconded by the 
the Day. Honourable Mr. LaFontaine, that the remaitntng Orders 


of the Day be postponed unttl to-morrow. 
The Question having been put upon the satd motton, a divtston ensued, 
and the names betng called for, they were taken down, as followeth:-- 


(137) YEAS. 


— Fe ee 


and Prtece.--(14.) 
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NAYS. 


Cauchon, Cayley, Chalmers, Daly, Attorney General Draper, Gowan, Hale, 
Hall, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Macdonell of DUNDAS, Moffatt, Monro, Robin- 
son, Roblin, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Stewart of BYTOWN, Viger, 


and Webster.--(19.) 


So tt passed tn the negative. 





MR. G. MACDONELL®9 of Dundas moved that the House go into Committee 
on the petition of Wishe Tegarihontie and others, 61 


(137) 
Chtefs and The Order of the Day for the House tn Comnittee 
Warriors. on the Report of the Seleet Committee, to whitch was 


referred the Petttton of Wishe Tegarehontie and others, 


Chiefs and Warrtors, Iroquots, Algonquins, and Neptssings, of St. Regts 
and other places, betng read; 


Adjournment. Mr. Chabot®2 moved, seconded by Mr. Bertrand®3, 


that the House do now adjourn, and that the remain- 
ing Orders of the Day be postponed until to-morrow. 


MR. CAUCHON seconded the motion and prescribed a nap to Mr. Gowan, 
as he appeared to suffer under the same malady as his hon. friend from 
Carleton. 64 


MR. GOWAN opposed the motion. He hoped the House would go faithfully 
and honourable (hear) through the remaining orders, as their constitu- 
ents would expect. He could not see any reason why the House should 
adjourn as it was not midnight. He hoped therefore the House would 60 
faithfully and honourably (hear) through all the orders on the list. 5 


(Laz) 
The Question having been put upon the said motton, a dtviston ensued, 
and the names betng called for, they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YEAS, 


—_——SS Se 


NAYS. 


Cayley, Chalmers, Daly, Attorney General Draper, Foster, Gowan, Hale, 
Hall, Maedonald of KINGSTON, Maedonell of DUNDAS, Moffatt, Monro, Robtn- 
son, Roblin, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Stewart of BYTOWN, Viger 
and Webster.--(19.) 


So tt passed tn the negative. 


The Honourable Mr. Aylwin moved, seconded by Mr. Chabot, that the 
House do now adjourn, and that the rematntng Orders of the Day be post- 
poned unttl to-morrow. 
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The Question having been put upon the satd motion, a diviston ensued, 
and the names betng called for, they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YEAS. 
Aylwin, Baldwin, Berthelot, Bertrand, Cauchon, Chabot, Chauveau, De- 


ee 


Witt, Drwnnond, Johnston, Lacoste, LaFontatne, Lantter, Macdonell of 
STORMONT, Price and Roblin.--(16.) 


NAYS. 


Cayley, Chalmers, Daly, Attorney General Draper, Foster, Gowan, Hale, 
Hall, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Maedonell of DUNDAS, Moffatt, Monro, Pow- 
ell, Robinson, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Stewart of BYTOWN, 

Viger and Webster.--(19.) 





So tt passed tn the negative. 


Mr. Johnston moved, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, that the 
House do now adjourn, and that the remaining Orders of the Day be post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

The Question having been put upon the said motton, a divtsion ensued, 
and the names being called for, they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YEAS, 


and Price.--(14.) 
NAYS. 


Cayley, Chalmers, Daly, Attorney General Draper, Foster, Gowan, Hale, 
Hall, Lantter, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Macdonell of DUNDAS, Moffatt, 
Monro, Robinson, Roblin, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Stewart of 
BYTOWN, Viger and Webster.--(20.) 


So tt passed tn the negative. 


Mr. Cauchon moved, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, that the 
House do now adjourn, and that the rematning Orders of the Day be post- 
poned unttl to-morrow. 

The Questton having been put upon the satd motion, a divtston ensued, 
and the names betng called for, they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YHAS. 
Aylwin, Chabot, Chauveau, DeWitt, and Johnston.--(5.) 
NAYS. 


Cayley, Chalmers, Daly, Attorney General Draper, Foster, Gowan, Hale, 
Hall, Lantier, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Macdonell of DUNDAS, Moffatt, Mon- 
ro, Powell, Robinson, Roblin, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Stewart 
of BYTOWN, Viger and Webster.--(21.) 








So tt passed in the negative. 
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Mr. Chauveau moved, seconded by Mr. Chabot, that the House do now 
adjourn, and that the rematning Orders of the Day be postponed until 
to-morrow. 

The Questton having been put upon the satd motion, a divtston ensued, 
and the names being called for, they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YEAS. 


Aylwin, Bertrand, Cauchon, Chabot, Chauveau, DeWitt, and Johnston. -- 
Gee) 
NAYS. 
Cayley, Chalmers, Daly, Attorney General Draper, Foster, Gowan, Hale, 
Hall, Lantier, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Macdonell of DUNDAS, Moffatt, 


Monro, Powell, Robinson, Roblin, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Stew- 
art of BYTOWN, Viger Viger and Webster.--(21.) 


So tt passed tn the negative. 





Chtefs and The Order of the Day for the House tn Committee, 
Warriors. on the Report of the Select Committee, to whtch was 


referred the Petition of Wtshe Tegarehontie and 
others, Chiefs and Warriors, Iroquots, Algonqutns, and NC BE esenye of 
St. Regis, and other places, betng agatn read; 

The House accordingly resolved ttself into the said Committee. 

Mr. Webster took the Chatr of the Committee, and after some time 
spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr, 

And Mr. Webster reported that the Comntttee had passed an humble 
Address to the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, which Address was again 
read at the Clerk's table, and agreed to by the House and is as fol- 
Loweth:-- 


Address to To the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
Her Majesty. MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN, 


We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the 

Legtslative Assembly of Canada, in Provtnetal Parltament assembled, res- 
pectfully beg leave to approach Your Majesty wtth unfetgned devotton to 
Your Majesty's Throne and Person, and to represent that we have recetved 
a Petition from certain Indtan Trtbes tnhabt ting thts portton of your 
Majesty's Domtntons, acquatnting us, that tt ts the tntentton of your 
Majesty's Government, to discontinue to thetr descendants, who shall be 
born after the first day of May next, those annual allowances and equip- 
ments, termed presents, which have hitherto been issued to them and 
thetr forefathers, by your Majesty's Illustrious Predecessors, and be- 
seechtng us to address your Majesty tn their behalf, to continue the 
tssuing of the same as heretofore. 

We further humbly represent to your Majesty, that an enqutry and 
examtnatton of the subject, tt seems to us that a pledge was gtven and 


(138) 
renewed from the remotest pertods of British supremacy tn North America, 
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on whitch the Indtans have relied in advaneing their present claim, and 
that these presents contribute most essentially to their comfort and 
even necessary support. 

We further humbly submtt to your Majesty, that tn our optnton, the 
dtscontinuance of these allowances will be regarded by the Indians as 
a breach of a sacred compact entered tnto for their benefit, and that 
tt wtll render them dtsecontented, and we fear wtll affect their loyalty 
and present devotion to the Crown of England, and the Person of your 
Majesty. 

We, therefore, wtth all humility, venture to submtt to your Majesty, 
that we should not be discharging our duty to your Majesty, or towards 
thts interesting race, (not the least tmportant tn thts portton of the 
western hemtsphere, a bright portion tndeed of your Majesty's domintons,) 
were we to omtt most respectfully solictting upon this occaston, that 
your Majesty wtll be gractously pleased to interpose and prevent the 
dtscontinuance of these allowances to the aborigtnes of Brttish North 
America, and thetr descendants. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be engrossed. 


Ratlways Bill. The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
the Btll to consolidate tn one Act certatn provistons 
usually tnserted in Acts authorizing the making of Ratlways, being read; 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time, on Monday next. 


Gloucester The Order of the Day for the third reading of 
Gore Btll. the Engrossed Bill from the Legislative Counetl, tn- 
tituled, "An Act for defintng and establishing the 
course of the stde lines of lots tn the Gore of the Township of Glou- 
eester, tn the District of Dalhouste," betng read; 
The satd Bill was read accordingly. 


Resolved, That the Btll do pass. 


Ordered, That Mr. Stewart of By town do carry back the satd Bull to the 
Legtslattve Council, and acquaint thetr Honours that thts House hath 
passed the same, without any amendment. 


Orders Post- Ordered, That the rematning Orders of the Day be 
poned. postponed until to-morrow, and that the House 


do now adjourn. 
The House then adjourned. 


APPENDIX, 20 APRIL 1846. 


( (QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: MONTREAL MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. ) ) 66 


MR. LESLIE enquired of the Ministry whether it was their intention 
to take any step for the prevention of violence and outrage at Munici- 
pal Elections in Montreal. 67 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER replied, that he presumed the hon. member who had 
put the question was not aware that no representation upon the subject 
had been made by the Corporation of Montreal, although it might be true; 
and was much to be regretted that outrages were perpetrated. It could 
not be expected that the Ministry were to take the initiative in such 
matters. 68 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: SURVEY OF BAY OF QUINTE. ))69 


MR. MEYERS--made an enquiry of the Ministry respecting a survey at 
the head of the Bay of Quinte. /0 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER--replied that all the surveys made by the Board 
of Works since the last session would be laid before the House in a few 
days./1 


((COMPLAINT RE: DELAY IN FRENCH TRANSLATION OF BILLS.))/2 


MR. CHABOT complained of the delay in translating the bills intro- 
duced into French. If there were not a sufficient number of clerks he 
would rather vote £100 or £200 for further assistance than suffer a 
delay of fifteen or sixteen days in translation. /3 


DR. TACHE did not conceive any blame could attach to the Translators 
the amount of business in that office being immense. /4 


FOOTNOTES — 20 APRIL 1846. 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 20 April 1846, 
and PILOT. 423, Api 1846,..in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 20 April 1844. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

LBD. 

TEE OD). 

IBID. 

IBID. 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 20 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 23 April 1846, in identical accounts. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
22 April 1846, merely noted it. 

MIRROR, 20 April 1846. 
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IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 20 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 23 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 20 April 1846. 

IBID. 

HEBD 

There is a commentary on these despatches in LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 
23 April 1846. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 20 April 1846, 
PILOT, 23 Aprih 1846, «and GLOBE, 28 April 1846, .in identical accounts; 
and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 30 
April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846, 

MIRROR, 20 April 1846. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846, observed: 
"the very equivocal style of the Bill, caused it to be received with 
shouts of laughter." 

MIRROR, 20 April 1846. 

EDS 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1844. 

MIRROR, 20 April 1846. 

The dehate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 20 April 1846, 
PILOT, 23 April 1846, and GLOBE, 28 April 1846, in identical accounts. 
MIRROR, 20 April 18464. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 
April 1846, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 30 April 1846, in accounts 
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which are identical except that in the S$T. CATHARINES JOURNAL some 
speeches have been omitted entirely; LA MINERYE, 23 April 1846, and 
MIRROR, 20 April 1846, in accounts which are identical except that in 
the MIRROR some speeches have been omitted entirely; and MIRROR, 20 
April 1846, PILOT, 23 April 1846, and GLOBE, 28 April 1846, in accounts 
which are identical except that in the GLOBE some speeches have been 
omitted entirely. 
MIRROR, 20 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 20 April 18464. 
LA MINERVE, 23 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 20 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 18464, 
MIRROR, 20 April 1846. 
IBID. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 20 April 1846. 
DBL 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. The ellipsis in this sentence re- 
presents two words that are illegible in the GAZETTE. 
MIRROR, 20 April 1846. 
LA MINERVE, 23 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 20 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 20 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 20 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 20 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 20 April 1846. 
There is a commentary on this matter in LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 23 
April 1846. 
The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 20 April 1846, and 
PILOT, 23 April 1846, in identical <accomts* 
MIRROR, 20 April 1846. 
The debate on this motion was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 
1846, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 30 April 1846, in identical accounts; 
MIRROR, 20 April 1846, and PILOT, 23 April 1846, in identical accounts; 
and L'AURORE, 22 April 1846. The proceedings of the House on adjourn- 
ment elicited editorial comments from L'AURORE, 22 April 1846, and 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. L'AURORE observed: "Il était prés 
de minuit, quand les membres de 1'opposition demandérent 1'ajournment 
que le coté ministériel refusait de voter par rapport de quelques ordres 
du jour qu'il paraissait désirable de dépécher auparavant. 

Les membres de l'opposition menacérent alors leurs adversaires de 
les fatiguer par des motions d'ajournement qu'ils firent et renouve- 
lérent en effet constamment pendant prés d'une heure et demie, fesant 
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prendre les noms sur chaque diyision, 

Pendant ce temps leurs rang finirent par s'@claircir graduellement 
et la retraite du plus grand nombre permit de disposer de ces quatre 
ou cing ordres, opération qui prit moins d'une demi-heure, aprés deux 
heures, en remettant ce qui restait d'ordres sur le livre, au lende- 
main. 

The MONTREAL GAZETTE noted: "Soon after eleven o'clock a motion 
was made for adjournment, which was resisted by Ministers, and lost. 
This led to an angry discussion, and the motion was put again and again, 
for, we believe, eight or nine times with a like result. 

The Opposition then left the House, MR. JOHNSTON ably occupying their 
position, and debating every motion. 

The number in the House was at length reduced to 21, inclusive of 
MR. JOHNSTON, whereupon the honourable gentleman called on the Speaker 
to count the House, and rushed out. Whereupon a motion was made for 
the Sargeant-at-Arms to bring him back, and the member for Carleton 
returned in the custody of that officer. 

After a great deal of nonsense, very unbecoming a Legislative Body, 
the House adjourned at half past one. 

According to MIRROR, 20 April 1846, it was Cauchon who seconded the 
motion. 

MIRROR, 20 April 1846. 

PTBiws. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 

23 April 18463 “and MIRROR, »20 April 1846, PILOT,.23) April 1846, GLOBE, 
28 April 1846, and LA MINERVE, 23 April 1846, in identical accounts. 
MIRROR, 20 April 1846. 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 20 April 1846, 
PILOT, 23 April 1846, and GLOBE, 28 April 1846, in identical accounts. 
MIRROR, 20 April 1846. 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 20 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 23 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 20 April 1846. 

TEiDs 


TUESDAY, 21 APRIL 1846. 


(138) 
Deputy Ser- MR. CHRISTIE moved, seconded by the Honourable 
jeant-at-Arms. Mr. Attorney General Smith, that Mr. André Leroux dit 








Cardinal, do act as Deputy to the Serjeant-at-Arms, 
durtng hts temporary absence, on the bustness of this House. 
The Question having been put on the satd motton, a diviston ensued, 
and the names being called for, they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YEAS. 
Armstrong, Berthelot, Bertrand, Chabot, Chauvecu, Christte, Colville, 


Daly, DeWitt, Dickson, Drummond, Hale, Jobin, LaFontaine, Lantter, La- 
terriére, Laurin, Macdonell of STORMONT, Méthot, Papineau, Powell, Price, 
Roblin, Rousseau, Attorney General Smith, ~Taché, Thompson and Viger.-- 
Cees = 





NAYS. 


Aylwin, Baldwin, Boulton, Brooks, Cayley, Chalmers, Cummings, Attor- 
ney General Draper, Duggan, Ermatinger, Foster, Gowan, Hall, LeBoutil- 
lier, Macdonald of GLENGARY, Macdonald of KINGSTON, M'Connell, Meyers, 

Moffatt, Monro, Murney, Petrie, Riddell, Robinson, Scott, Seymour, Sher- 
fond ae BROCKVILLE, Smtth of FRONTENAC, Stewart of BYTOWN, Stewart of 
PRESCOTT, Webster, Williams and Woods.--(33.) 


So tt passed tn the negative. 


West Halton A Petitton of John 0. Hatt, of the Town of Hamil- 
Eleetton. ton, Esquire, Chairman of the Commission appointed 
to recetve evidence, in the matter of the Contested 
Eleetion for the West Riding of Halton, was presented to the House by 
Mr. Williams, and the same was recetved and read, setting forth:-- 
That your Petttioner, during the last Sesston of your Honourable 
House, had the honour of recetving a warrant under the hand and seal 
of the Speaker of your Honourable House, appointing your Petitioner, 
together with Samuel Black Freeman, and Miles O'Reilly, Esquires, Com- 
misstoners, for the purpose of examining the wttnesses of the Parties, 
tn the matter of the Controverted Election for the West Riding of the 
County of Halton; that your Pettttoner had the honour of being named 
Chatrman of that Comntssion--that in pursuance of the Orders of your 
Honourable House, your Petitioner, at much ineonventence, feeling bound 
to obey the same, entered upon the duties of the satd Commission. Be- 
fore entering thereon, your Petittoner took and subsertbed the oath 
requtred by the Act oF the Legtslature of the late Province of Upper 
Canada, passed tn the eighth year of the Retgn of his late Majesty, 
King G George the Fourth, intituled, "An Act to continue and amend the 
Law now tn force for the trtal of Controverted Electtons" in the sche- 
dule to the said Act marked A. thereunto annexed, in the presence of 

















787 


the other Commtsstoners, Miles O'Retlly and Samuel Black Freeman and 
others then present; that after taking and subsertbing the satd oath, 
ue Pettttoner admintstered the oath to the said Commisstoners, Miles 
O'Reilly and Samuel Black Freeman, and also the oath required by the — 
Act, to Robert Nichol Law, the Clerk appotnted to the said Commisston, 
who severally subsertbed the satd oaths in the presence of your Pett- 
ttoner. That your Pettttoner, together with the satd Commissioners, 
then proceeded to take the evidence adduced by the satd parties to the 
said Controverted Election; that after taking the said evidence, and 
examining all the wttnesses adduced and named tn the lists furntshed 
by your Honourable House, and called by the parties to the said Contro- 
verted Eleetton, your Petitioner, with the other Commissioners, Miles 
O'Reilly and Samuel Black Freeman, then caused a copy of the Minutes — 
of thetr proceedings “and the evidence so taken by them, to be made, and 
after comparing the same, tmmediately and wtthout any possible delay, 
transmitted the same, certtfted, under their hands and seals, forth- 
wtth to the Speaker of your Honourable House, to be disposed as by law 
ts requtred. That your Pettttoner, sinee executing the satd Commission, 
has recetved from your Honourable House, an order dtrecting your Pett- 
tioner, and the other Comnisstoners, forthwith to attend at the Bar of 
your Honourable House, to answer certain neglect therein alleged to 
have been committed by them, for not having complted wtth the orders of 
your Honourable House, and the Statute, in conducting thetr proceedings 
under the Commtsston, upon whtch your Petittoner and the other Comnis- 
stoners acted; and that the said Commisstoners should bring wtth them 
the origtnal Minutes of thetr proceedings, taken under the satd Com- 
mtsston. That your Petitioner, upon reviewing the proceedings had un- 
der that Commisston, cannot perceive that your Petttioner and hts Bro- 


(139) 
ther Commtsstoners have been guilty of any neglect tn the dtscharge of 
the onerous duttes tmposed upon them by your Honourable House, whtch 
they felt, on recetpt of the order of your Honourable House, they were 
tn duty bound to perform, although at a great personal sacrifice. That 
your Petittoner, and Samuel Black Freeman, are now in attendance at the 
Bar of your Honourable House, tn obedience to tts orders, and have wtth 
them the ortginal Minutes of thetr proceedings, and the evtdence taken 
therewith. That your Petitioner has endeavoured, to the best of his 
abtlity, to perform the duttes required of him by your Honourable House, 
under the solemn oath taken before entering upon the satd Commtsston, 
and has in all respects, in the optnton of your Petitioner, complied 
with the orders of your Honourable House, and the Statute under which 
the satd Commtsstoners and your Petttioner acted. Your Petittoner 
would therefore humbly pray, your Honourable House would direct your 
Petttioner to be relteved from further attendance at the Bar of your 
Honourable House. 








A Petition of Samuel Black Freeman, Esqutre, one of the Commisstoners 
appointed to receive evtdence in the matter of the Contested Electton 
for the West Riding of Halton, was presented to the House by Mr. Wil- 
Liams,and the same was received and read, setting forth:-- 
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That he, and the other Commtsstoners and Clerk, took the oaths pre- 
sertbed by law in that behalf, before proceeding to bustness, and that 
afterwards, tn every respect, conformed to and obeyed the provistons of 
the law and the command of the Warrant of the Speaker of your Honourable 
House, to take and recetve evidence tn the matter of the Controverted 
Election of West Halton, to the best of hts knowledge and judgment. He 
therefore prays that your Honourable House will be gractously pleased to 
dtscharge him. 


Petttton latd The followtng Petttitons were severally brought 
on the table. up and laid on the table. 

By Mr. Seott,--The Petitton of John Oswald and 
others, inhabitants of the Parish of St. Augustin, in the County of ‘[wo 
Mountains; the Petttton of L. E. Globensky and others, of the Partsh of 
Ste. Scholastique, in the County of Two Mountains; and the Petition of 
Willtam Morrin, Esquire, and others, of the Parish of St. Augustin, in 
the County of Two Mountatns. 

By the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smith,--The Petitton of Charles 
C. Cotton and others, of Shefford and other Townships, in the Districts 
of Shefford, and of Saint Johns; the Petition of William Baker and others, 
Trustees of Dunham Academy; and the Petttton of Andrew Billing and others, 
of the Township of Sutton, in the County of Misstsquot. 

By the Honourable Mr. Baldwin,--The Petition of Hosea Shaw and others, 
of Brock and other Townshtps, in 7 the Home Dtstrict. 

By Mr. Lantter,--The Petttton of Philip Hoofstetter and others, of 
the Parish of St. of St. Joseph de de Soulanges, in the County of Vaudreuil. 

By Mr. Woods,--The Petition of the Reverend William H. Hobson and 
others, members of the United Church of England and Ireland, in the Parish 
of Chatham, in the Dtocese of Toronto. 

By Mr. Macdonald, of Glengarry --The Petition of the Reverend Willtam 
Fraser and others, tnhabttants of the Settlement of Breadalbane, Glengarry. 
By Mr. Meyers,--The Pettttion of the Reverend J. Wilson and others, 
members of the Untted Church of England_and Ireland, in the Misston of 

Colborne and Grafton, in the Diocese of Toronto. 

By Mr. Webster,--The Petition of James Hamtlton and others, of Dum- 
fries, Waterloo, and other Townships. 

By Mr. Monro,--The Petition of Willtan Armstrong and others, members 
of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in the Townships of Markham 
and Vaughan, tn the Diocese of Toronto. 

By Mr. Cummings,--The Petttton of the Reverend William Leeming and 
others, members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in Stamford, 
tn the Partsh of Chtppewa, tn the Diocese of Toronto. 

By Mr. Powell,--The Petttton of Phi lltp Austin, Prestdent, and James 
Covernton, Secretary of the Talbot District Agricultural Soctety. 

By Mr. Smith of Wentworth,--The Petitton of the Reverend John Har- 
bin and others, the Mintsters and Members of the "New Jerusalem Church." 

By Mr. Laurin,--The Petition of S. F. Goudreault, Esquire, and others, 
of the Parish of & of St. Jean des Chatllons, in the County of Lotbintére ; 
and the Petition of Jean B Baptiste Laliberté, Lieutenant in the First Bat- 
talton of Militia of the County of Lotbiniére. 
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By Mr. Gowan,--The Petition of Frederick Mack and others, members 
of the United Church of England and Ireland, in Amherstburgh and its 
vietnity, tn the Diocese of Toronto; and the Petitton of Robert Fer- 
guson and others, of Kitley, and other Townships, in the County of — 
Leeds. 

By Mr. Hale,--The Petition of Archtbald Campbell, Esquire, and 
others, of the City of Quebec. 

By Mr. Boulton,--The Petitton of H. B. Willson and others, members 
of the Untted Church of England and Ireland in the Townshtp of Hamil- 
ton, tn the Gore District, in the Diocese of Toronto; and the Petition 
of John 0. Hatt and others, members of the United Church of Englond and 
Ireland in the Town of Hamilton, in the Diocese of Toronto. cr 

By Mr. Chabot,--The Petition of Julten Chouinard, Esquire, and oth- 
ers, of the City of Quebec. 











"Bible Chrts- An Engrossed Bill to extend the benefit of a 
titans" Reltef certain Act of the Parliament of Upper Canada, there- 
BLLL. tn menttoned, to the Ministers of the denomination 


ealling themselves "Btble Christtans;" and also, to 
extend the benefit of the said Act to a certatn other denomination styl- 
tng themselves "Christtans," was read for the third time. 


Resolved, That the Btll do pass. 


epee See 


Ordered, That Mr. Willtams do carry the satd Bill to the Legislative 
Counetl, and destre thetr coneurrence. 


Bronté Har- An Engrossed Bill to revive and extend an Act of 
bour Bill. the Parliament of Upper Canada, 3d Victoria, chap. 33, 


tntituled, "An Act to tncorporate certain persons un- 
der the name and style of the President, Directors, and Company of the 
Bronté Harbour," was read for the third time. 


Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That Mr. Chalmers do carry the satd Btll to the Legtslative 
Counetl, and destre thetr coneurrence. 


Petition of J. Ordered, That the Petttton of Jean Villers, Esquire, 
Villers, Esq., and others, of the Parish of St. Louts de Lot- 
et al, referred. bintére, in the County of Lotbiniére, tn the Dis- 


trict of Quebec, be referred to the Select Com- 
mittee, to whitch was referred the Petttion of Julten Demers, Esqutre, 
and others, of the Parishes of Ste. Croix and St. Flavten, in the County 
of Lotbintére, and other references. 


(140) 
Middlesex Mr. Dickson, Chariman of the Select Committee, 
Election. appotnted to try the mertts of the Petttton of Wil- 


Ztam Notman, Esquire, of Dundas, tn the Gore District, 
complaining of the undue Election and Return of Edward Ermatinger, Es- 
quire, to represent the County of Middlesex, in thts present Parltament; 
reported that the Committee met thts day, pursuant to adjournment, but 
were unable to proceed to bustness, tn consequence of the absence of 
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Messteurs Seymour, Lacoste, M'Connell and Williams. 


Members to Ordered, That Mr. Seymour, Member for the County of 
attend To- Lennox and Addington, Mr. Lacoste, Member for 
morrow. the County of Chambly, Mr. M'Connell, Member for 


the County of Stanstead, and Mr. Willtams, Member 
for the County of Durham, do severally attend tn thetr places in thts 
House to-morrow. 


Address, Mr. Prtece moved, seconded by the Honourable Mr. 
King's Col- Baldwin, that an humble Address be presented to Hts 
lege. Excellency, the Administrator of the Government; 


praying that Hts Excellency wtll be pleased to cause 
to be laid before this House, copy of any charge or charges that may 
have been made to the Chancellor of the Untverstty of King's College, 
for the time betng, stnee the opentng of the Untversity, against any of 
the members of the College Council, wtth thetr answers to such charge 
or charges, and all documents connected with the same.+ 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER would not take upon himself to say that the pa- 
pers would be forthcoming. 2 


MR. PRICE said, that from what he had been told, the papers they de- 
sired were in the hands of the Government.3 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER did not intend to divide the House on the sub- 
ject; but he considered, as Executive Councillor, he had nothing to do 
with the College. The Governor was Chancellor, as Governor, but in his 
authority as Chancellor he had no power as the Governor of the Province.4 


MR. BALDWIN was surprised at the course taken by the Atty. Gen. in 
reference to this matter. As Chancellor the Governor holds his power 
because he is the Governor General; there is no special appointment; he 
is so by the charter - by the law of the land. Such being the case, 
such papers as are in his power, and are of public interest, ought to 
be published, for he holds them in his political capacity. If, however, 
the papers ought not to be brought down to that House, then he consid- 
ered that the Ministry ought to object to the address, for he did not 
think it consistent with the dignity of that House that they should vote 
addresses for papers, and should be returned for answer, that they could 
not be communicated. It is (said Mr. B.) a matter of public rumour that 
the affairs of King's College are in a deplorable state; that the whole 
internal concerns of the College are in confusion - that charges of 
shameful mismanagement had been made against one or more of the offi- 
cers - is it, he would ask, not to be considered as an affair of pub- 
lic importance? In the absence of some good reasons, the House ought 
to support the address. 2 


MR. AYLWIN - The distinction of the Atty. General is certainly a 
very fine one, but it was a distinction without a difference, a dis- 
tinction which the learned Attoney (sic) General would find out could 
not be made to this House. It had been said that the Governor as Gov- 
ernor could not demand any papers to be communicated to this House, now 
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he denied it, what he would ask, placed him in the office of Chancellor, 
his office of Governor, and was he not placed there to represent the 
people, and to be the means for procuring information respecting the 
affairs of the College; he would again ask what made the Attorney Gen- 
eral, as member of the Council, but his office of Attorney General were 
he not placed there as a Government officer as the representative of 
the people of Canada, there might be some good reason for refusing the 
papers, but this was not he conceived the true principle of Responsible 
Government. If the Ministry are not prepared to advise the papers to 
be sent down, then let them make a stand. (Hear, hear.) He believed 
that charges of the most flagrant description had been circulated con- 
cerning the University, indeed such as to call for some one to come for- 
ward and contradict them. He had been told by the public prints and 
otherwise, that it was a nursery of vice and immorality, he did not know 
whether the charges were true or not, but he should insist on a strict 
scrutiny being gone into on the subject. He considered that there must 
have been either the grossest mismanagement or the vilest calumny, if 
there has been mismanagement, there ought to be an investigation, and 
the abuse remedied; if there has been no mismanagement, then the public 
ought to be undeceived on the matter. He would say that it came with a 
very bad grace from the Attorney General to refuse the papers. Last 
session he introduced a bill for the remodelling of the Charter, and 

he then declared that he would stand or fall by the bill, and now no 
mention is made of the measure. A member of the opposition refers to 
the subject, and he is told there is no person responsible for the pro- 
duction of the papers; stuff like this may be palmed off on a country 
jury, but the Attorney General may depend that it cannot be done so 
here. He considered that an institution like King's College, founded 
by public money, and which had been persevered (sic) from being an in- 
stitution for general learning, to a sectarian, ought not to escape the 
observation of the House; he trusted that the most ample information 
would be given.6 


(140) 
Amendment. Mr. Boulton moved tn amendment, seconded by the 
Honourable Mr. Aylwin, that the following words be 
added to the satd motton: "And also all communtcattons that have taken 
place between His Excellency, as Chancellor of the Universtty of King's 
College, and the satd College, with the answers thereto, as also any 
correspondence from other institutions in thts Province, in reference 
to King's College" 
The Question having been put upon the motton of amendment, it was 
agreed to unantmously. 


The hon. member, MR. BOULTON, said that he was as anxious as any mem- 
ber of that House that the most complete information should be furnished, 
(hear, hear) and he did not doubt that it would be fully proven that 
King's College was grossly calumniated, and that so far from its being 
correct that the enormous abuses spoken of existed it would be found 
that the College was as well conducted as any similar Institution. / 
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MR. MOFFATT was unwilling to support the address unless it could be 
shewn that it was the only means by which the information desired could 
be obtained because he thought it wrong to press applications upon the 
head of the Government that could be otherwise disposed of. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER explained that he had no intention to oppose the 
address but only wished to state distinctly a view he had long enter- 
tained and which he had expressed in that House last session before he 
had been yet 48 hours in his seat.9 


MR. PRICE was informed that all the information he required was in 
the hands of the Governor General and therefore it was that he had moved 
the address. He was glad to hear that the hon. member for Toronto (Mr. 
Boulton) was also anxious for the information sought for by him (Mr. 
Price), and when that learned member stated that proofs would be pro- 
duced of King's College being excellently managed, he relieved him (Mr. 
P.) from quite a load of anxiety, (laughter) because the general impres- 
sion abroad was that matters were otherwise, and that a vast amount of 
corruption existed in that Institution. Last year he (Mr. Price) moved 
for certain information, and although it must have been known precisely 
what was desired, yet the very opposite was furnished. This was neither 
creditable, honest, or just, but was well calculated to confirm the pub- 
lic distrust with the management of the University. King's College pos- 
sessed a Royal Charter, but it was held in trust for the people of Can- 
ada and the public were therefore deeply interested in all that con- 
cerned the Institution, and especially in its internal management; and 
he (Mr. P.) would add, the managers themselves were interested in giving 
the fullest information respecting question which were so much spoken 
of and which gave rise to serious suspicions. The fullest information 
had been furnished to the Legislature of Upper Canada upon this inter- 
esting subject in answer to the addresses to the Head of the Government; 
and upon what principle the same information is now denied to the Legis- 
lature of United Canada, he (Mr. Price) was at a loss to understand. 

If hon. members would look into the Journals of the House of Assembly, 
from the period of the union for many years back, they would find year 

by year addresses were carried and information obtained upon the sub- 
ject without resistance from the Government of the day. - He had now in 
his hand the Journals of 1839, in which an address to the Head of the 
Government upon this subject is recorded, and the Appendix to these Jour- 
nals contains a full account of the affairs of King's College sent down 
to Parliament in answer to that address. His motion was, therefore, 
based on powerful and ample precedents. He trusted that it would be 
carried, and the information it asked for granted.10 


MR. MOFFATT was now satisfied by the appendix referred by the hon. 
member who spoke last that the adoption of the Address would be a reg- 
ular course and he would therefore support it.11 


MR. BOULTON thought that he had been misunderstood by the hon. mem- 
ber opposite (Mr. Price). He Mr. Boulton did not mean to say that 
proof of the proper management of King's College would be positively 
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furnished - that would imply that he spoke from authority, he merely 
meant that such were his (Mr. Boulton's) own opinion. All the peti- 
tions presented in reference to the College, and in which hon. members 
opposite were so much interested, were ill founded; tests were peti- 
tioned against altho' it was known that no test existed in the College; 
the appointment of a Professor of Agriculture was prayed for when the 
council of the College were actually engaged in the consideration of 
the subject. These were mere pretexts. The grand aim of the Sectar- 
ians was to destroy the influence of the Church of England in the in- 
ek ce an influence that was guaranteed to her by the very Char- 
Ci. 


MR. PRICE said that so far from being concerned in getting up the 
petitions complained of by the hon. member he had not attended a single 
meeting at which they were discussed, nor had he signed one of them; 
he purposely avoided doing so because he knew it would be his duty to 
present and support them in Parliament.13 


(140) 
The Question betng then put on the matn motion, as amended, tt was 
agreed to, and 


Resolved, Accordingly. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency, the 
Admintstrator of the Government, by such Members of thts House as 
are of the Honourable the Executive Counetl of thts Province. 


Fish Protee- Ordered, That Mr. Diekson have leave to bring in a 
tton. Bill, Btll to prevent persons Fishtng with Nets on the 
(Wace shores of Lakes tn Upper Canada, from the tenth 


of June to the first of September, itn each year. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the Housel4 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD - asked the hon. member to explain the nature 
of the bill.4> 


MR. DICKSON said that the bill was predicated on a petition from cer- 
tain fishermen which set forth, that persons fished for bait for salmon, 
and by that means the spawn was injured, and petitioned that such fish- 
ing might be prevented by law during the months of August and September.16 


(140) 
and the same was received and read for the first time, and ordered to 
be read a second time on Monday next. 


Printed. Ordered, That the Petitton of James Ferrier, Esquire, 

Mayor, and others, Members of the Muntetpal Coun- 
etl of the Ctty of Montreal, be Printed for the use of the Members of 
thts House. 





On motion of the Honourable Mr. Robinson, seconded by the Honourable 


Mr. Moffatt, 


Ratlroads. Resolved, That the Quorum of the Select Committee on 
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Ratlroads be reduced to Five, the House having granted leave of absence 
to Mr. Prince and Mr. Cameron. 


West Halton The Order of the House for the appearance of John 
Electton. Ogilvie Hatt and Samuel Black Freeman, Esqutres, Com- 


misstoners appotnted to receive evidence on the Con- 
tested Election for the West Riding of the County of Halton, at the Bar 
of this House, betng read; 


MR. SCOTT said, the questions that are to be put to these gentlemen 
ought to be communicated before they be called upon to appear at our 
bar .18 


MR. WILLIAMS - The course that he intended to pursue was marked out 
in the book he held in his hand, which was the course adopted in the 
House of Commons in similar cases. These Commissioners presented a pe- 
tition this day to the House, and the Speaker would first ask them if 
they had any thing further to state, than what was stated in this peti- 
tion, in extenuation or explanation of their conduct. Any member of 
the House could then put any question to them, and after this, He, as 
chairman of the committee, would make a motion with respect to the pun- 
ishment that ought to be awarded to these Commissioners. 


MR. BALDWIN did not wish to interfere with the hon. member for Dur- 
ham, but he considered that the House has a right to order the return 
to be made perfect; all Courts have a power to cause imperfect returns 
to be corrected, and by analogy, this House has that power. And he 
(Mr. B) considered that this ought to be done even though the Committee 
had finally decided the election, for this House ought to see that its 
officers attended to the duty imposed upon them by law. If the House 
discovers that the neglect complained of, has resulted from a miscon- 
ception of the statute, and not from a wilful disregard of duty, of 
course, the punishment they would inflict, would not be so great. 20 


MR. WILLIAMS - thought the House had no controul over the matter, 
and could not order the return to be amended. The Commissioners had 
that day appeared before the Committee with their original proceedings; 
and being duly sworn, they stated that the oaths had been duly adminis- 
tered21, ((but the fact that they omitted)) the "jural," in the oaths 
of office22 had not ((been)) mentioned ... in the minute of their pro- 
ceedings - they did not consider it necessary. The Committee then pro- 
ceeded to business, and they did not think it necessary to have the 
return amended. 23 


MR. LANTIER, a Member of the Committee, said that in his opinion this 
was not all the charge against the Commissioners.24 There are other in- 
formalities in the proceedings besides the want of the jural. It ap- 
pears that the Commissioners have adjourned2)5, from time to time and 
from place to place,2® for a longer period than was allowed by law2/, 
and without the same being set forth in their return. 


The hon. member was called to order for stating a fact that was not 
reported by the Committee. 29 
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MR. WILLIAMS said that that charge was not yet come to; the first 
accusation had to be disposed of now; at a future time the House could 
take up the other matter .30 


MR. AYLWIN - suggested that the Commissioners should be ordered to 
withdraw and to appear before the House on some future day, before which 
the Committee mione report regarding those other irregularities that had 
been spoken of 3 


MR. SHERWOOD (Brockville) - considered that it was not right to keep 
the Commissioners here any longer. They had appeared before this House, 
and had in his opinion, sufficiently explained their conduct, and the 
House ought not in any way to interfere with the Committee.32 


(140) 

The said Commtsstoners were accordingly called, and appeared at the 
Bar of the House. 

John Ogtlvte Hatt, Esquire, tnterrogated. 

Have you anything further to state in extenuatton of your conduct, 
than that embraced tn your Petitton to thts House thts day?--I have no- 
thing further to state to this Honourable House. 

Samuel Black Freeman, Esquire, interrogated. 

Have you anything further to state in extenuation of your conduct, 
than that embraced in your Petition to this House this day?--Nothing 
further. 


Ordered, That John Ogtlvte Hatt, and Samuel Black Freeman, Esquires, 
be dtrected to wtthdraw. 


Mr. Hatt and Mr. Freeman then wtthdrew. 


MR. BALDWIN was desirous of asking the Commissioners whether the 
oaths contained in the statute, under which the Commission issued, were 
taken by the Commissioners and Clerk before the proceedings were com- 
menced. He wished to have this fact placed upon their journals. 33 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER. - This fact has been elicited before the Commit- 
tee, and it will appear in the record of their proceedings. The Commis- 
sioners have stated in their petition that the oaths were duly adminis-— 
tered, and this petition forms part of the proceedings, in consequence 
of the question just put by the Speaker. He (Mr. D.) considered that 
the House could not interfere in any way with the Commission, as it 
was not opened before the House, but was handed by the Speaker to the 
Chairman, sealed, 34 


MR. BALDWIN would not press the question.35 


(140) 

The Honourable Mr. Baldwin moved, seconded by Mr. Price, that the 
Chairman of the Select Commtttee, appotnted to try the mertts of the 
Petition against the Election and Return of the Sttting Member for the 
West Riding of Halton, be directed to attend in hts place, with the 
Commisston to take evidence, tssued tn that matter, and the Return to 
the same. 
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MR. DUGGAN. - This motion ought not to be adopted. The moment the 
commission was handed by the Speaker to the Chairman of the Committee, 
it was out of the power of the House to interfere. The hon. member (Mr. 
Baldwin) is anxious to assist the Committee, when they have not required 
that assistance. 


(140) 
The Question having been put upon the satd motion, a divtston ensued, 
and the names being called for, they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YEAS. 
Armstrong, Baldwin, Berthelot, Bertrand, Bouthtllier, Chauveau, De- 


Laurin, Lestte, Macdonell of STORMONT, Merrttt, Méthot, Prtce, Rous- 
seau, Taché, and Thompson.--(22.) 


NAYS. 


a 


of DUNDAS, M'Connell, Meyers, Moffatt, Monro, Murney, Papineau, Petrie, 
Riddell, Robinson, Roblin, Seott, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Solt- 
ettor General Sherwood, Smith of FRONTENAC, Attorney General Smith, 
Smtth of WENTOWRTH, Stewart of BYTOWN, Stewart of PRESCOTT, Solvertor 
General Taschereau, Viger, Willtams, and Woods.--(49.) 











So tt passed in the negative. 


MR. WILLIAMS. - It appears by the original proceedings that the de- 
fects complained of exist in them, and the committee had only verbal 
evidence that the oaths were administered. He (Mr. W.) exonerated the 
Commissioners from any wilful neglect of their duty, but they had acted 
contrary to the law, and he would therefore move that the Commissioners 
be admonished, and the order for their appearance be discharged3/ 


(140) 

Mr, Williams moved, seconded by Mr. Chalmers, that the Order of this 
House of yesterday, for the appearance of John Ogilvie Hatt and Samuel 
B. Freeman, Esqutres, Commtsstoners appointed to take and receive evt- 
dence in the matter of the Contested Election for the West Riding of 
the County of Halton, at the Bar of the House, be dtscharged; and they 
be admonished and dtscharged. 

Mr. Sherwood of Brockville moved, in amendment, seconded by Mr. Mer- 
ritt, that all the words after the word "That," in the said motion, be 
struck out, and the following substituted, "The satd John Ogilvte Hatt, 
and Samuel Blaek Freeman, Lsquines, be dtscharged, and that the 
Clerk of the House be directed to refund to them the amount of expenses 
tneurred by them tn obeying the Order of the House." 














MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD opposed the amendment. He did not believe the 
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error committed by the Commissioners was intentional, but still it was 
an error which had caused delay to the proceedings of the Committee, and 
much trouble to that House. He did not therefore consider it right that 
the House should remunerate them for their own mis-conduct.38 


MR. BOULTON would vote for the amendment rather than the original mo- 
tion; the error was one of judgment and ought not to be visited so heav- 
ily upon them as to make the Commissioners pay the heavy expences which 
their forced attendance in Montreal had entailed on them.39 


MR. MCCONNELL considered the amendment as altogether premature, and 
he hoped it would be withdrawn. From what had fallen from a member of 
the Committee, it appeared that it was probable, that yet some error 
might be found in the proceedings of the Commissioners, which would vi- 
tiate the whole. On this account it would be improper to pay their ex- 
pences at this moment .40 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD said, that the Commissioners were brought be- 
fore the House to answer a specific charge made aganist them in the re- 
port of the Committee. It was alleged against them that there was no 
evidence on the face of their proceedings to show they had taken the 
oaths required by law, by not showing which, they had been guilty of 
neglect. No other charge but this could be entertained at this time. 
The charge of neglect had been established by the evidence of the Com- 
missioners themselves; the House had by adopting the report of the Com- 
mittee pledged itself to consider the omission a neglect. He could not 
therefore vote to establish so bad a precedent as to charge on the 
funds of the Province expences incurred by the neglect of these Com- 
missioners.41 


Messrs. BALDWIN and AYLWIN were of a like opinion. 42 


(140) 
The Question having been put upon the motton of amendment, a divi- 
ston ensued, and the names betng called for, they were taken down as 
followeth:-- 


YEAS. 


Boulton, Brooks, Dickson, Ermatinger, Hale, Hall, Macdonald of CORN- 
WALL, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Merritt, Meyers, Moffatt, Rtddell, Robin- 
son, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Smith of FRONTENAC, Thompson, Webster, and 
Woods. --(18. J 





NAYS. 
Armstrong, Aylwin, Baldwin, Berthelot, Bertrand, Bouthtllter, Cau- - 


nn nee eeeememeemenmanetitiiiieeemedd 


chon, Cayley, Chabot, Chalmers, Chauveau, Christie, Colville, Cummings, 
DeBleury, Desaulniers, DeWitt, Attorney General Draper, Drummond, Duggan, 


(141) 
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Rousseau, Seymour, Soltcttor General Sherwood, Attorney General Smith, 
Smith of WENTWORTH, Stewart of BYTOWN, Stewart of PRESCOTT, Taché, Viger, 
and Willtams.--(53.) 


So tt passed in the negative. 

Mr. Boulton moved tn amendment, to the main motton, seconded by Mr. 
Smith of Frontenac, that the words "admonished and," tn the satd motton, 
be struck out. 

The Questton having been put upon the motion of amendment, a diviston 
ensued, and the names betng called for, they were taken down as followeth:-- 





YEAS. 


Boulton, Brooks, Cayley, Colville, Cummings, DeBleury, Dickson, Drum- 
mond, Ermatinger, Foster, Hale, Hall, Macdonald of CORNWALL, Macdonald 
of GLENGARRY, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Macdonell of DUNDAS, M'Connell, 
Merritt, Meyers, Moffatt, Monro, Riddell, Robinson, Seymour, Sherwood 
of BROCKVILLE, Smtth of FRONTENAC, Smtth of WENTWORTH, Stewart of BY- 


TOWN, Stewart of PRESCOTT, Thompson, Webster, and Woods.--(32.) 
NAYS. 


Armstrong, Aylwin, Baldwin, Berthelot, Bertrand, Bouthtllier, Cauchon, 





ae ed 
eee Oe 


Nee c eee eee 


Scott, Soltettor General Sherwood, Attorney General Smtth, Taché, Solt- 
ettor General Taschereau, Viger, and Willtams.--(42.) 








So tt passed tn the negattve. 

The Question betng then put on the matin motton, the House divided 
thereon, and the names being called for, they were taken down as fol- 
loweth:-- 


YEAS. 


Armstrong, Aylwin, Baldwin, Berthelot, Bertrand, Bouthillter, Cauchon, 
Cayley, Chabot, Chalmers, Chauveau, Christie, Colville, DeBleury, Desaul- 
ners, DeWitt, Attorney General Draper, Duggan, Franechére, Gowan, Hale, 


me os 


Attorney General Smith, Taché, Soliettor General Taschereau, Viger, and 
Willtams.--(46. ) 





NAYS. 


Boulton, Brooks, Cummings, Dickson, Ermatinger, Foster, Hall, Mac- 
donald of CORNWALL, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, M'Connell, Merritt, Meyers, 
Moffatt, Monro, Riddell, Robinson, Roblin, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCK- 
VILLE, Smith of FRONTENAC, Smtth of WENTWORTH, Stewart of BYTOWN, Stew- 
art of PRESCOTT, Thompson, Webster, and Woods.--(26.) 





So tt was carrted in the affirmative, and 
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Ordered, Accordingly. 


Mr. Speaker acquainted the House that he tntended addressing the Com- 
mtsstoners tn the words following: viz. 

John Ogtlvte Hatt and Samuel Black Freeman, Esquires, 

You are no doubt aware of the tmportance of the adjudication of the 
Electton Committee, as well as of this House, in the present matter. 

It ts the more so, that the effect of the neglect of duty on your part 
on the Eleetton contested, may not be eventually in every respect wtth- 
tn the power of the House. 

It ts therefore my duty to admontsh you, by Order of the House, for 
the better guidance in future, as well of yourselves as of others, and 
having done so, I tntimate to you the further Order of the House that 
you be discharged from further attendance. 


Ordered, That John Ogilvte Hatt, Esqutre, and Samuel Black Freeman, 
Esqutre, do now attend at the Bar of the House. 


The satd John Ogtlvte Hatt, Esquire, and Samuel Black Freeman, Es- 
quire, were then called to the Bar of the House, and admonished by Mr. 
Speaker, and discharged. 


Then they wtthdrew. 


On motton of the Honourable Mr. Cayley, seconded by the Honourable 
Mr. Attorney General Smtth, 


6 Vie. cap. 31, Ordered, That the Order of the Day for the House in 
Gnd ByVieh caps Committee to take into constderation the pro- 
Sims, prtety of amending the Act 6 Vic. cap. 31, and 
the Schedule of Duties granted by 8 Vienseaps 35 
be now called. 
The Order of the Day for the House in Commtttee to take into constd- 


eratton the proprtety of amending the Act 6 Vie. cap. 31, and the 
Schedule of Duttes granted by 8 Vic. cap. 3, betng read; 43 
MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY ....moved the House into Committee on a Reso- 
lution to repeal Act 6 Vict. Chap. su 64 
(147) 


The House accordingly resolved ttself into the satd Committee. 
Mr. Méthot took the Chatr of the Committee, 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER rose and stated that owing to the vote given on 
a previous evening, he had felt called upon to ask an adjournment of 
the House to consider the steps to be taken by himself and colleagues 
thereupon. 45 ((He now)) considered it his duty to offer some explana- 
tion of the position in which he stood. The question then about to be 
placed before the Committee was the same which had been already before 
it on Friday last. Since then4® i1 avait eu une entrevue avec ses 
amis4/ ((and)) had the satisfaction to receive from ... ((those)) hon. 
friends who upheld him in the discharge of his duty, the warmest 8 as- 
surances of confidence and support4 (Hear, hear )50 ((so)) that they 
felt they would not be justified in declining to carry on the Govern- 
ment-l, Tant que cet appui ne lui manquerait pas, il croyait qu'il 
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était de son devoir de servir Sa Majesté.92 He would therefore return 
his most sincere thanks to his hon. friends; feeling convinced, that 
however unfortunate he might be in differing from them at times on minor 
points yet on great questions they all had but one object in view, 23 
"the peace, welfare, and happiness of this great colony."54 (Cheers.)°> 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY ((read the resolutions he was about to pro- 
pose.)) 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Committee, it is expedient that 
so much of the Act 6 Vict., chap. 31, as relates to the imposition of a 
duty of 3s. sterling per quarter, on Foreign Wheat imported into this 
Province, be repealed. 

Resolved, That a duty of 3s. sterling per quarter be imposed upon all 
foreign Wheat imported into this Province, except for the purpose of 
exportation, or to be ground in Bond, for exportation. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Committee, it is expedient 
that so much of the Schedule of Duties imposed by the Act 8 Vict. Chap. 
3, as relates to the imposition of a duty of 3s. sterling per quarter 
on Maize or Indian corn imported into this Province from a Foreign Coun- 
try, be repealed. 

Resolved, That a duty of 3s. sterling per quarter be imposed upon all 
Foreign Maize or Indian Corn introduced into this Province except for 
the purpose of exportation. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Committee it is expedient that 
so much of the Schedule of Duties imposed by the Act 8 Vict. chap. 3, 
as related to the imposition of a duty upon Muscovado, Clayed, Bastard 
and other Sugars not refined, imported into this Province, be repealed. 

Resolved, That a duty of 7s. 6d. sterling per cwt. be imposed upon 
Muscovado, Clayed, Bastard and all other Sugar not refined, imported in- 
to this Province. (Present duty 9s. 4d. Sterling) 

Resolved, That in addition to the articles enumerated in the Schedule 
to the said Act 8 Vic. chap. 3, on which duties are imposed, all descrip- 
tions of Dyewoods be subject to and charged with an ad valorem duty of 
one per cent. ro 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Committee, it is expedient that 
so much of the Schedule of Duties imposed by the Act 8 Vic. chap. 3, as 
relates to the imposition of duties upon Leather in Leather Manufactures 
imported into this Province, be repealed. 

Resolved, That an ad valorem duty of five per cent be imposed upon 
all kinds of manufactured or unmanufactured Leather, the production of 
Great Britain or of the British Colonies, imported by Sea, or direct 
from any British Colony; and that on Leather or Leather Manufactures 
otherwise imported, the following duties be imposed: - that is to say. 


Present Duties. 


5s. - On Coat skins, tanned, tawed or in any other way dressed, per 
dOZeNwtnt OSs 

2s.6d. - On Lamb or Sheep Skins, tanned, tawed or in any way dressed, 
Der @dogu.+ sO. 28... 6d. 

6d. - Calf Skins, ... tanned, tawed or in any way dressed, per lb.... 4d. 
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3d. - Kip Skins, tanned, tawed, or any way dressed, per lb.... 2d. 

2d. and 13d. - Harness Leather, Upper Leather and Sole Leather, per 
The evan led 

6d. - Leather cut into shapes, per lb... Ad. 


LEATHER MANUFACTURES. 


7s. 6d. - Women's Boots, Shoes and Calashes of Leather, per 12 pairs, 5s. 
7s. 6d. - Women's Boots and Shoes of Silk, Satin, Jean, or other 


Stubt ey “Madior\Morrecco, per fdozen’ paige, 2. .%. site 2 58. 
2s. 6d. - Girl's Boots, Shoes and Calashes of Leather, under seven 

inches Wenetio, permdozent pairel, eG) wii 2m 8 Soles. 
3s. - Girl's Boots and Shoes of Silk, Satin, Jean or other Stuffs, 

Kid foreMonroceo, ter dozen, patretnes, Was «a .« kore gies wes. 
25. Od ee IMemns bogie wepetmpad but. arc. Boo Us sek ote Lek 2) fe. wulis. 3d. 
rss - Men's Shoes, do Vira, PaO n eri. Co Mer i hs. (Gd. 
1s.) 3d. = Boy siBoote, sunder Bin. Gin Length per pair ssw) s . os Od. 

6d/:='Boy's Shoes, unders§ tn’ dnvlensth per pair 6 4 as 2. » 4d,26 


Mr. Cayley said that the resolution he was now about to move, having 
already found the subject of debate on Friday evening, he did not intend 
to enter into the question at length, stating merely that his present 
object was to extend the commercial operations of the Province by the 
removal of the duty on foreign grain for the purposes of exportation, 
which he could not conceive would have any bad effect on the colonial 
market. And he would remark that during the discussion of that question 
on the last occasion, he had not heard any argument which would shake 
his position. He would rather be inclined to consider that the colon- 
ial market would be benefited by the increase of the forwarding business 
and the supply of the increased number of sea going vessels visiting our 
ports. There was one remark which an hon. member had made on a previous 
occasion which he considered worthy of reply. It was that the object he 
(Inspector General) sought for was merely to obtain a transit trade for 
the colony. Hon. members were well aware what a small place "Hamburgh" 
is with no resources, no exports of her own, and yet by engrossing the 
carrying trade of Europe, its trade was immense. In the same manner he 
wished to secure to the Province the exportation, the transit of the 
surplus grain of the United States by removing every obstruction, and 
he would here mention that he had been informed by a Mr. Hall that in 
consequence of the Shoals in Lake St. Peter, vessels coming up to Mont- 
real incurred an expense of $4 per ton, amounting to the sum of £8,000 
annually. This was a heavy expense annually incurred, and which he 
would be happy to see removed, and every possible effort made to secure 
to the Province the transport of American Wheat and Flour. How was it 
that even with a duty on it, the produce of our neighbours still found 
its way here? They have a large surplus, we have a surplus also, re- 
move then the duty of 3s. on grain imported for the purpose of exporta- 
tion and carry as large a quantity of their surplus and our own as you 
can find sale for. He would again say that he had heard no argument 
which he conceived shook his position, he would not however detain the 
House longer having already stated his views at length on a proceeding 
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(sic) evening.9/ 


MR. CAUCHON. — Comme on m'‘a accusé d'étre la cause de la terreur, de 
la panique qui s'est répandue, vendredi soir dans le camp ministériel, 
(écoutez, écoutez), comme d'aprés ce que nous a dit tout-d-l'heure 
l'honorable procureur général pour le Haut-Canada, de la courbette 
(rires prolongés) que ceux qui siégent de l'autre coté de la chambre 
ont été forcés de faire devant 1'impérieuse volonté de cet honorable 
monsieur, il n'est que juste que je leur fasse amende honorable pour 
une pareille humiliation. (Rires) Je ne serais pas méme surpris de 
voir quelqu'un d'eux se lever pour me faire amener 4 la barre de la 
chambre et me faire donner une verte admonition par vous M. l'oratear, 
pour avoir osé porter de pareilles atteintes 4 leur liberté et 4 leur 
indépendance. (Ecoutez, écoutez,) L'H6tel de M. Tétu sera célébre dans 
les fastes parlementaires (rires des deux coétés de la chambre) car 
c'est 14 que 1l'honorable procureur général leur a dit: "Vous avez rai- 
son, mais qu'importe cette raison, il faut que ma,volonté domine, vous 
avez raison, mais il faut que vous votiez avec moi, car j'ai de puis- 
sants moyens de vous prouver que vous avez tort (on rit). Si vous 
n'étes pas plus obéissants 4 l'avenir je vous fustigerai d'une maniére 
exemplaire."? 

Avant que de voter sur cette mesure importante, je me permettrai 
quelques observations. L'hon. procureur-général pour nous prouver 1'ex- 
cellence de sa cause, a oublié une chose essentielle, c'est d'établir 
la comparaison entre le cott du transport d'un lieu donné des Etat- 
Unis par les Etats-Unis, 4 Liverpool, et celui du transport du méme 
produit du méme lieu, par la voie du Saint Laurent 4 Liverpool. (Ecou- 
tez, €coutez): c'est 1a quelque chose de bien essentiel, car si aprés 
calcul fait, le cotit du transport par les Etats-Unis était moindre que 
par le Canada il s'en suivrait que nous législaterions pour rien. 

Je ne veux pas revenir sur les raisons puissantes que j'ai données 
vendredi pour faire voir que le temps n'est pas encore venu pour une 
pareille législation; mais je me permettrai du moins de revenir sur 
les plus essentielles 9. 


Question, question, du cété ministériel. 60 


MR. CAUCHON ((continua:)) ces messieurs crient question probable- 
ment parce qu'ils ne me comprennent pas, pourtant la langue que je parle 
est assez belle pour qu'on dit se donner la peine de 1'étudier (applau- 
dissements). Mais puisqu'on est si indulgent quand je parle en anglais, 
je vais le faire, bien qu'il ne me soit pas agréable de parler une j 
langue que je sais si peu. Pour me récompenser de ce sacrifice, j'es- 
pére que l'on aura la complaisance de m'écouter un peu.® 


C'est bien, oui!62 


L'orateur, M. CAUCHON, parle anglais pendant quelque temps®3, ( (He) ) 
considered the measure hasty and totally unfit for the Colonial system; 
he could however have wished that the Hon. Inspector General had 
brought forward some calculations to support his theories. He (Mr. 

C.) had stated when the question was last under discussion, and his 
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arguments had not been met that although England from her position might 
be able to force other nations to adopt free trade principles, it did 
not be any means follow that we in this colony could follow in her foot- 
steps with advantage. Free trade was a very fine theory, but he (Mr. 
Cauchon) could not understand the justice of abandoning protection on 
the other side of the Atlantic and maintaining at the same time all the 
old restructions (sic) on this side. He (Mr. C.) thought that if free 
trade principles were to be carried out, our commerce should be free 
with all the nations of the world. We were not to be called on to yield 
all the advantages of our Colonial protective system, without at least 
getting some equivalent .64 


The hon. member was interrupted by repeated cries of "question. "65 


He, MR. CAUCHON, said he was convinced by the cries of "question" 
from the ministerial benches that anything he might say would not lead 
to conviction. 66 


MR. JOHNSTON called the hon. gentleman to order, he knew nothing of 
the question before the chair and would do better to sit down (order, 
order.) 67 


MR. CAUCHON expressed his gratification at the attention of the hon. 
member for Carleton, but felt perfectly convinced that he also under- 
stood but little of the matter and was incapable of discussing it.68 
Et ((il)) continue en francais. Jerépétece que j'ai dit l'autre jour, 
la question n'a pas été discutée (€coutez) par messieurs les ex-minis- 
tres, ils n'ont pas jugé 4 propos de la présenter sous son véritable 
point de vue; elle est de la plus haute importance, il est donc essentiel 
de ne pas l'adopter avant de 1l'avoir profondément mirie et méditée 
(trés bien!) La liberté du commerce est la question la plus grave que 
(sic) ait peut-étre jamais occupé l'attention des hommes d'état. Ce 
n'est pas peu de chose que de changer d'un seul coup la face du monde 
commercial. La magnifique attitude prise par Sir R. Peel en face et 
de son pays ((et)) de l'univers entier tente probablement 1'imitation 
(€écoutez) et j'ai cru en effet entrevoir ce désir chez les honorables 
messieurs qui siégent sur la banquette ministérielle (rires prolon- 
gées (sic)). J'approuverais une pareille imitation si elle était pos- 
sible, si nous étions en position de l'effectuer; mais avant d'y son- 
ger, il convient de comparer les situations respectives de 1'Angleterre 
et du Canada sous le rapport du commerce, comme sous tous les autres 
rapports, les positions relatives d'un pays libre et de celui qui 
n'agit que par l'impulsion d'une mére-patrie, du pays qui peut ouvrir 
ses ports 4 toutes les nations et auquel tous les marchés du monde sont 
ouverts, et de celui qui doit forcément fermer ses ports a 1'étranger 
et auxquels tous les marchés étrangers sont fermés, du pays qui a 4a sa 
disposition d'énormes capitaux, et la plus grande somme d'industrie et 
de commerce qui soit au monde, et du pays qui n'a rien de tout cela, 
que l'on a accoutumé 4 la protection et qui ne peut subsister que par 
la protection tant que le systéme colonial sera la base de notre com- 
merce. Eh! Croit-on que c'est uniquement pour mettre en pratique une 
belle théorie, une pensée de toute sa vie, un enfant qu'il a laissé 
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grandir en secret pour essayer ses forces 4 sa maturité, qu'il vient au- 
jourd'hui demander 4 1'Angleterre de renoncer au systéme de protection 
qui a été la base de tout commerce de temps immémorial, a l'abri duquel 
elle a grandi démesurément depuis prés d'un siécle? N'est-ce donc pas 
cette protection qui a porté dans tous les recoins du monde le commerce 
et l'influence britannique? Non, on ne va pas si loin par amour pour 
les systémes et les théories, on ne va pas jusqu'au point de renier son 
passé, par simple Amour pour les systémes et les théories nouvelles, on 
ne s'affectionne pas pour les spéculations jusqu'a refouler la puissance 
qui nous a élevés 4 la position qu'occupe aujourd'hui sir Robert Peel, 
la position la plus belle et la plus enviable quoique la plus difficile 
qui soit au monde. Non, encore une fois, tandis qu'il grandissait 4 
l'ombre de cette protection qui le portait au sommet du pouvoir et de 
l'honneur, il laissait faire le grand combat engagé depuis longtemps 
dans 1'Europe savante entre les économistes de toutes les convictions, 
ce combat qui n'est pas méme fini pour 1'Angleterre et qui se continuera 
probablement pendant long-temps encore pour les autres nations commer- 
ciales: mais quand une famine affreuse fut venue frapper a sa porte et 
que ces cris d'une misére immense, s'élevant de toutes parts, durent 
frapper ses oreilles, il se prit a méditer!.!.! (Ecoutez, écoutez). 
Puis, n'y a-t-il pas toujours eu en Angleterre, comme ailleurs, plus 
qu'aileurs, deux influences opposées luttant sans cesse l'une contre 
l'autre, 1l'influence agricole et 1'influence commerciale, deux grands 
intéréts qui se sont bien quelquefois fait des concessions réciproques, 
mais qui n'ont cessé de se disputer le monopole de la puissance et de 

la richesse. 9 


C'est vrai./9 


M. CAUCHON ((continua:)) Tandis que l'une s'efforce de vendre ses 
produits le plus cher possible, l'autre fait de son cété tous ses ef- 
forts pour payer ces mémes produits le moins cher possible parce que le 
prix de la main d'oeuvre est toujours au niveau de prix des matiéres 
nutritives. (Ecoutez). Tant que l'influence agricole a dominé 1'in- 
fluence commerciale il y a eu protection pour la premiére; mais aussi- 
tot que l'autre a dominé alors on a senti le besoin, plutét la néces- 
sité de prononcer la déchéance des droits protecteurs. ([rés-bien!)) 

La sagesse de R. Peel, sa gloire, n'est pas tant d'avior créé un sys- 
téme ou d'avoir mis en pratique une théorie nouvelle, que d'avoir com- 
pris qu'il lui fallait, malgré ses répugnances, ses affections toutes 
naturelles pour un autre ordre de choses, lui-méme se mettre a4 la téte 
de ce grand mouvement commercial que lui seul était capbale d'effectuer, 
sans secousse. Mais croit-on que pour tout cela il n'y ait pas sacrifice 
quelque part? Croit-on que tous vont se trouver heureux de ce nouvel 
ordre de choses? S'il en était ainsi, si une pareille transition n'exi- 
geait aucun sacrifice, si tout le monde devait se trouver heureux de la 
liberté du commerce, le premier ministre d'Angleterre n'ett pas éprouvé 
tant d'opposition 4 son projet chez les lords et aux communes, il n'edit 
pas été déserté par son propre parti qui représente l'intérét agricole 
par excellence. 
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Oui! il y a sacrifice quelque part, seulement c'est le sacrifice de 
l'intérét devenu le plus faible 4 1'intérét qui a pris 1'ascendance. 
Maintenant quel sera le résultat de cette grande transformation, si 
elle s'accomplit? 11 est impossible de le calculer ni méme de le soup- 
conner. On ne peut pas dire si Sir R. Peel obéissant 4 une impérieuse 
nécessité, ne succombera pas dans sa gigantesque entreprise et si au 
lieu de soulager le peuple anglais de la famine et de la souffrance, il 
ne plongera pas son pays dans des maux plus grands et dans la hideuse 
banqueroute. Mais, que ce soit par Sir R. Peel ou par d'autres, et 
mieux vaut par lui que par d'autres, il faut que cet ordre de choses 
s'accomplisse, il faut que la Grande-Bretagne subisse ses nouvelles des- 
tinées. J'ai confiance dans la prévoyance et dans la sagesse de ce 
grand homme d'état, j'irai plus loin, j'ose croire que 1'Angleterre, 
bien qu'elle doive d'abord souffrir de ce nouvel état de choses, parce- 
qu'elle sera, pendant quelque temps du moins, seule pour 1l'accomplir, 
bien qu'elle devra souffrir becucoup, tant que les autres nations ju- 
geront 4 propos de s'y soustraire, j'ose croire que par ses capitaux 
énormes et 1'incommensurable étendue de son commerce, elle aménera celles- 
ci a lui ouvrir leurs ports comme elle leur ouvre les siens, et que par 
cette influence salutaire elle aura bientdét rétabli 1'équilibre dans le 
monde commercial (Ecoutez). Mais si c'est 14 un grand essai, un essai 
hasardeux méme pour 1'Angleterre, nous convient-il 4 nous de le risquer 
et de précéder méme la mére-patrie dans cette gigantesque entreprise./1 


Non, non! /2 


M. CAUCHON ((continua:)) Oh! Non, attendez donc au moins que vous 
connaissiez la position que veut nous faire 1'Angleterre, pour prendre 
une détermination de cette importance, (trés bien). Ne savez-vous donc 
pas que 1'Angleterre est un pays libre, indépendant, et que nous, nous 
sommes une colonie, et que le systéme colonial est la base de notre com- 
merce? (Ecoutez, @coutez) Quand 1'Angleterre a eu pour la premiére 
fois la pensée de la colonisation et de la conquéte, c'est qu'elle a 
voulu créer des débouchés pour son commerce croissant comme pour sa pop- 
ulation; et quand elle a créé ces débouchés elle a prétendu les créer 
pour elle seule; de 1a donc le systéme colonial (trés bien). Mais qu'est- 
ce que c'est que le systéme colonial? Ce n'est rien autre chose que la 
protection, d'un cété, et 1'exclusion ou mieux la restriction de l'autre. 
(Irés bien)! Tandis que d'une part 1'Angleterre ne nous permet d'ache- 
ter que sur ses propres marchés, et qu'elle nous fait elle-méme son 
prix, d'une autre part, pour rendre naturelle ou du moins supportable 
la situation qu'elle nous fait, elle nous donne la protection. (Ecoutez, 
écoutez). Mais si on nous enléve la seule chose qui rende ce systéme 
possible et supportable, que l'on fasse disparaitre en méme temps ce qui 
le rend odieux et insupportable et que l'on nous donne véritablement la 
liberté du commerce (applaudissements); que l'on nous permette d'ouvrir 
nos ports aux vaisseaux de toutes les nations, et je suis sir que pas 
une voix, ni dans cette chambre, ni dans le pays, ne se fera entendre 
pour se plaindre que la protection nous est enlevée, car ce serait 14 
une glorieuse et équitable compensation. (Trés bien). Mais avant, nous 
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n'avons rien a faire qu'a attendre la part que voudra bien nous faire 
l'Angleterre (écoutez). 

Par cette résolution 4 laquelle vous voulez amener la chambre quel 
résultat prétendez-vous obtenir? Vous n'avez plus une protection de 
douze shellings par quarter pour attirer a4 vous le blé américain. Si 
les ports de la Grande Bretagne doivent @tre ouverts aux Etats-Unis 
comme au Canada, et qu'il n'y ait pas de protection pour 1'un plus que 
pour l'autre le blé américain ira des Etats-Unis droit aux ports ang- 
lais, sans venir faire un long détour pour avoir 1l"honneur et la gloire 
de passer par notre majesteux St. Laurent, et les prix seront les mémes 
partout a de faibles différences prés, causées par la différence des 
distances, car c'est toujours le plus grand marché qui régle les prix 
des articles de commerce. L'honorable procureur-général a dit qu'il 
fallait attirer da nous le commerce de transit et le faire passer dans 
nos canaux pour effectuer par 14 des sources de revenus qui nous per- 
mettent de payer le cotit de nos travaux publics. Je suis faché de lui 
dire que son argument porte a faux, car pour faire des travaux publics 
des sources de revenus, il faut que vous imposiez 4 chaque article étran- 
ger un droit plus que nominal, alors le commerce étranger prendra une 
autre voie. Si vous voulez avoir le commerce de transit il faut que 
vos taux de péage ne soient que nominaux et seulement comme indicateurs. 
Le but principal que 1'on a eu en vue en construisant des canaux n'a 
certainement pas été d'en faire des moyens directs de revenus, mais 
plutét de faciliter les voies du commerce. I1 est une considération 
bien grave sur laquelle je dois attirer.1'attention de la chambre, c'est 
celle-ci: Si vous vous hatez de vous lancer dans la voie du commerce 
libre, avant méme que 1l'Angleterre ait fait quelque chose dans ce sens, 
quelle grace aurez-vous de demander a celle-ci, pour compensation, de 
payer votre dette de trois millions et demi. (Ecoutez, @écoutez)? On vous 
répondra avec raison: "comment osez-vous demander une compensation pour 
ce qui n'est pas une perte, pour ce que, au contraire, vous avez trouvé 
si excellent que vous vous étes haté de l'adopter, lors méme que nous 
n'en étions encore qu'a en discuter la sagesse." (Ecoutez!) 

Je dois regretter en terminant que les honorables messieurs qui sié- 
gent de l'autre cété de la chambre aient tremblé aux menaces de 1'hono- 
rable leader de 1l'administration. Ce n'est pas tant de sa parole qu'ils 
ont peur que de la perte de quelques centaines de mille louis qu'il tient 
suspendus sur leurs tétes pour leur dire: "Gare (€écoutez) si vous étes de 
bons garcons, des enfants bien obéissans, si vous @tes toujours préts 4 
poser vos fronts dans la poussiére ou dans la boue suivant qu'il fera beau 
ou qu'il pleuvera (sic) (rires prolongés...), je vous donnerai des sous pour 
acheter des gateaux (on rit).'' Personne ne regrette plus l'état de ban- 
queroute vers lequel on nous pousse sans cesse, mais s'il devait un jour 
donner de 1'indépendance a4 ces honorable messieurs, ce serait une compen- 
sation qui me consolera un peu. Je me réjouirais de penser que pour la 
premiére fois ils s'appergoivent qu'ils sont hommes et de les voir se- 
couer la poussiére ou la boue de leurs fronts pour se dresser Oe en 
signe d'indépendance et de liberté intellectuelle: (Trés bien)’~. 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY would be happy to give a repetition of all the 
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statements he had made on a previous occasion if he thought by so doing 
he could bring conviction to the mind of the hon. member for Montmor- 
ency, but feeling that was impossible, he had declined doing so not 
however because he thought his statements were incorrect, but from a 
fear of fatiguing the Committee needlessly. The more he reflected on 
the subject, the more he was convinced that his calculations were cor- 
rect, and when the hon. member for Montmorency rose to chalk out the 
course which he (the Inspector General) should follow, he would wish to 
know what calculations, what figures that hon. member had made use of 
himself .74 


MR. HALL’> conceived that the hon. members on the opposition benches 
would not perform their duty if they gave a silent vote on this ques- 
tion. It was the duty of those hon. members to convince the Committee 
that the Hon. Inspector General was wrong, and more particularly when 
the question was confessedly one of the most important which had ever 
been submitted to their discussion. If the views of the Inspector Gen- 
eral were incorrect in endeavouring to bring the trade of the Western 
Countries down the St. Lawrence, or if they could not do it, then he 
rested satisfied, that they must resort to direct taxation upon the 
people to pay for those enormous works, and he for one would do any 
thing to avoid such a necessity. He came there as the representative, 
of an Agricultural county, but was decidedly in favour of the resolu- 
tion’6 which he believed to be for the good of the whole Province.// 
((He)) held opinions which might take from him his seat in the House; 
perhaps he might convince his constituency that he was right, but if 
not, he cared little for his seat in the House./8 


Hear, hear, "bravo" from MR. GOWAN./9 


He, MR. HALL, reduced it to this, whether having built Canada at a 
great expense for the purpose of carrying produce, we should refuse to 
take that of our neighbours with our own. He ridiculed the idea that 
this measure could affect the Canadian farmer, because as the price of 
grain for exportation was regulated by the price in England, and as 
England wanted twenty times as much as we could send her ,80 it would 
make no difference if we send 100,000 bush. to England and take the same 
quantity from our neighbours. No one has said that the Colony would 
lose by such a process no one has pretended to say so. The Colony grows 
more wheat than is required for its own consumption, and the object in 
view is to permit our merchants in going to market to take not only our 
own surplus but also that of our neighbours, which they will otherwise 
take themselves to the same market by another channel. In conclusion 
he would say that on this question there should be something more than 
mere party spirit and he hoped hon. members would not allow themselves 
to be influenced solely by that feeling. 81 


MR. JOHNSTON said, he should vote against the resolution of the In- 
spector General; but he conceived it ought not to be made a Government 
measure. If he thought however that gentlemen opposite prgcees Ltr Lor 
the purpose of ousting the Ministry, he would vote for it. 2 
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DR. NELSON had at first feared that the action of these resolutions 
would be injurious to the Canadian farmer, but he found that it was in- 
tended merely to take the duty off corn imported for exportation. 83 ei 
it was possible, to prevent American wheat from going to England by keep- 
ing on the present duty, he would oppose the reduction, because he con- 
ceived that then it would be injurious to the Canadian farmer. But if 
Great Britain threw open her ports it would be impossible to prevent the 
United States from entering that market; and when he considered the en- 
terprize and the perseverance of the Americans and the exertions they 
would make to overcome difficulties, he believed that it would be a most 
unwise enactment which should close the St. Lawrence to them, for it 
would assuredly lead them to improve their own means of communication, 
and might in the end enable them to carry cheaper through their own chan- 
nels than we could carry for them. It was evident that after the vast 
sums which we had expended upon our canals, if everything was not done 
which could tend to increase the traffic through them84 ((by bringing)) 
down the trade of those immense Western countries85, the end would be 
that we should be saddled with an immense debt, and in order to pay the 
interest of it should be compelled to resort to the greatest of evils, 
direct taxation. - (Hear, hear) But perhaps this measure was a little 
premature, our canals are not yet finished, nor do we know that the new 
fangled doctrine of Free Trade which has been taken up in England will 
or will not be carried into effect.86 An hon. member on the other side 
of the House had said on a previous night that it would be as well to 
wait for news from England before passing these resolutions and al- 
though he was in favour of them he must admit that he was of the same 
opinion. With respect to another matter which had struck him very for- 
cibly, as to the introduction of Yankee schoolmasters Lo upon a pre- 
vious occasion hon. gentlemen had been much frightened at the idea of 
introducing Yankee Schoolmasters into Upper Canada for fear they would 
pervert the grandpapas and women folk of that section of the province88 - 
they could not be permitted to come among us as it would end in the ut- 
ter demoralizatoin (sic) of our youth, filling their heads with repub- 
lican notions.89 In another occasion a Bill had been brought forward 
to connect two points in Upper Canada by a short cut and to facilitate 
our communiation (sic) with the States’’, which an hon. member not then 
in his place had declared to be a work of the utmost advantage to a 
locality somwhere (sic) in the West9l, but it was opposed by those hon. 
gentlemen who now supported this motion, and the people were compelled 
to take a Toby Lumpkin plan a circumbendibus to arrive at the same place 
for fear the Yankees should come in to make Yankees and Democrats of us. 
Oh! no we could not have this short cut which would have been of great 
benefit to the province because it was too dangerous - it would not do 
to admit Yankee Schoolmasters although few others are to be had because 
that is too dangerous - but now these gentlemen were willing to have 
American commerce and were not so outrageously alarmed at its political 
influence and for his part?2 he was delighted to hear it and hoped it 
would be so93. But the Inspector-General seemed to have overlooked one 
thing, he had not told that House, whether this American produce was 
to come down the St. Lawrence in American or Canadian Bottoms; he might 
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depend on it where Yankee produce went the Yankee would not be far be- 
hind. Nor would he (Dr. N.) object to opening the St. Lawrence to the 
Americans, they were a people fond of good board, were no niggards with 
their purse, and if they came in amongst us the money they would spend 
would make this measure which the farmer might now conceive to be in- 
jurious to him, of actual benefit by increasing and rendering more pro- 
fitable his home markets. He confessed that Lower Canada was in an 
especially painful position when compared with either U. Canada or the 
United States as regarded climate; she had severe winters, and the Agri- 
cultural labourer was obliged to complete all his operations, to plough, 
to sow, to reap and house in five months to provide the provision for 
seven dreary winter months when none of these things could be done. It 
had been said by a friend of his who had long been resident in the United 
States, that the Americans had the advantage over the Canadians in an 
easier worked if not a more fertile soil, and in a far more genial cli- 
mate; while the American farmer confined himself principally to grazing 
and the rearing of cattle, by which he was sustained, the Canadian had 
to labour to support his cattle and derived no advantage from then, 

for if the cost of a beast at 5 years old was counted it would be found 
that it had consumed that which was twice its value; this was the ef- 
fect and misfortune of our climate. It therefore became incumbent 

upon the Imperial Government to extend some boon, and some means of 
compensation to the people of this country. What was this Free Trade? 
and what were the benefits which it was expected that Canada was to de- 
rive from it? For himself he could not see what advantage it could be 
to a people that could scarcely supply their own wants much less enter 
into competition with their neighbors? He could see clearly the ad- 
vantage it would be to England, and why it should benefit her more than 
any other nation, and there the measure was worthy of the sagacity of 
the politicians who had foreseen the value of its application. The 
position of England was such that she could encourage this scheme with 
advantage, and compel other nations to follow her example; because she 
was a manufacturing nation, and could now sell at a lower rate than any 
other people, and if her Mechanics could get cheaper bread, they would 
be able to produce more, at a still lower rate, and with an increase of 
happiness to themselves. He owed it to those who he (Dr. N.) repre- 
sented to make these remarks, and he would conclude by saying that94 

he did not see that it would injure the country in the slightest degree 
to give the American wheat a transit if it did not come into?) direct96 
competition with the Canadian farmer9/ in the market of consumption 
here98 and he was therefore prepared to support the resolution. 99 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY would inform the hon. member who had just 
taken his seat why he intended to make the operation of his measure 
immediate instead of gradual. The rates of freightl100 from New York 
to England were lower than the freights from Montreal to England. Dur- 
ing the next three years Canada would possess an advantage of 3s. per 
quarter whichlOl will ... reduce freight by increasing the trade - 
(hear)1 2. The improvement which would flow from an increase of trade 103 
and the reduction of the tolls on the canals!94 would before that pro 
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tection was taken off enable Canada with the cheaper rate at which pro- 
duce could be transported down through our waters to the shipping port, 
than it could be from the lakes to New York - to compete without fear 
with the United States.105 The Americans will no more be able to com- 
pete with us in price than they at present can in speed. 106 ( (They) ) 
had a long and tedious navigation from the Lakes to the Sea, a naviga- 
tion which occupied days while ours was completed in hours!97, Goods 
at present can come from Kingston in twenty three hours, whereas, with 
360 miles of slack water navigation on the Erie Canal, they must neces- 
sarily be much slower than by the St. Lawrence route.108 These disad- 
vantages they must always have in their internal communications, and 
their Sea going freights could not be lower. The amount of export of 
Flour from New York, was as great in 1821 as it was in 1845, showing 
that although from the breaking up of new ground its produce was in- 
creased, yet the increase to its population had been commensurate, 

and there was no greater surplus.109 


MR. COLVILLE said the resolution before the House could not be con- 
sidered as removing the protection from the farmer of Canada; the duty 
was not imposed by a Canadian Legislature as a protection to its own 
people; but it had been imposed at. the diction of the Imperial Govern- 
ment to gild the pill which it compelled the protectionist at home 
to swallow,110 (Hear) 111 when the protective system was first re- 
laxed and Canadian Wheat and Flour was allowed to enter England freell2 
and he looked upon it as a great boon that they were now allowed to 
take it off113. It had been said that this measure was premature be- 
cause it might so happen that from some action in the British Legisla- 
ture which we are not now aware of, the ports would not yet be opened 
at home; if such should be the case it would be so much the better for 
Canada, for she would be able to engross the whole of the transit trade. 
He believed that under any circumstances, from the statement made by 
the Inspector General, that Canada would be able to compete with the 
United Statesll4 in the English market if Sir Robert Peel's scheme suc- 
ceeded!15, It would be most absurd if the Legislature after laying out 
such immense sums of money upon Canals, in order to induce trade to 
come this way, should, by refusing this resolution, do all in its power 
to keep out what would otherwise pass through them, and make that in- 
vestment unprofitable. He again stated that the protection which it 
was proposed to reduce, was a protection for the English Landlord, and 
not for the Canadian farmer; and he did not consider it was the duty of 
that House to protect the landlords of England, but rather to devise 
and carry out the means which would forward the interests of the peo- 
ple of Canada.11 


MR. AYLWIN said, hell? hoped the House had not forgotten the Inspec- 
tor General's calling upon it for a pledge to the Mother country, and 
when on the spur of the moment an address was passed in order to save 
the mail as the hon. Inspector General stated, 18 at the beginning of 
the Session ... he had warned the House of the consequence of the 
pledge it was called on to give,119 
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MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY - rose to order,.120 
Cries of order from both sides of the House.121 


He, MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY, asserted that the hon. member brought in 
a charge against him which had no foundation but in his own brain. He 
had denied it at the time when the hon. member had put the expressions 
in his mouth.122 The House had been called upon to give no pledge, and 
it had given none.123 He had asked the House to pass an address and did 
not attempt to make them give any pledge,124 


MR. AYLWIN said, whatever might have been the terms of the address,1l25 
the universal feeling was that the House had pledged itself to this poli- 
cy by the action it had takenl26, ((and)) he would leave it to every mem- 
ber of that Committee if the universal feeling was not that they had gone 
too far.12/ 


Cries of "No, no, yes, yes."128 


MR. AYLWIN ((resumed:)) How was it then that it was so stated even 
in the papers? He repeated that they had gone too far in passing that 
address, and the hon. Inspector General was about to induce the House 
to commit itself againl29, by precipitancy!39, He would wish to ask 
that hon. gentleman how was it that those printed resolutions were only 
distributed after hon. members had taken their seats, although the Com- 
mittee had sat on Friday last on the same question. He would ask that 
hon. member whether he considered it fair or honest, was it what they 
had a right to expect when they were told that a great and fundamental 
changel3! ((in)) commercial policy!32 was about to be brought round, to 
put the printed resolutions in their hands for the first time after they 
had taken their seats this evening!33, an hour ago. 4 He knew well 
what sort of a reply he would get, that the hon. gentleman had made a 
speech from which a great deal might be gathered, but he would tell that 
hon. member that it was due to the agricultural interests of the country 
to give hon. members an opportunity of communicating with their consti- 
tuents, and to obtain their opinions on a question of so much impor- 
tance. But now it was pressed on, no time was to be allowed for reflec- 
tion on a measure of which England was to reap all the advantages. And 
he would ask what necessity was there for such haste, was England equal- 
ly hasty with regard to us? Was the hon. Inspector General able to in- 
form the House as to what has been resolved on respecting the Corn Laws? 
Was he able to say in what shape the Government has remodelled those 
laws?135 The House was called upon before any decision was come to in 
England, to pledge itself to carry out the new system of Free Trade. 
He held in his hand a number of the Quarterly Review which confuted 
every argument brought forward by the Inspector General, and if he had 
the next number, he believed he could destroy his position altogether ; 
for it was alleged that the Corn Bill would not pass the Commons. He 
would ask the Inspector General whether it was not probable that Her 
Majesty's Chancellor of the Exchequer would use in his place and read 
as an argument in favor of Great Britain, adopting the principle of 
Free Trade, the very Address which that House had been so precipitate 
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as to send 7136 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY said, he did not believe the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer would do anything of the kind, and would put no construction 
upon that Address than what it would fairly bear.13/ 


MR. AYLWIN continued. - If such should, however, be the case, the 
Inspector General would be in an unpleasant position. It was his duty 
and the duty of the House not to sanction this scheme, but to resist the 
resolutions before it. Though,he, Mr. A., represented a commercial city, 
he was not prepared to sacrifice all interests to the spirit of commerce. 
If he held a seat in the House of Lords he would oppose the repeal of 
the Corn-laws, because he believed that the best interests of the Bri- 
tish Empire depended on their continuance. He doubted the correctness 
of the calculations of the Inspector-General; he did not conceive it 
possible to lay down any price as that at which produce could be car- 
ried. The gist of this Free Trade seemed to be that Canada was to have 
the carrying trade of the United States, and by some singular process 
as yet unexplained, the Americans were to be better pleased to send their 
produce this way than through its natural channels, their own waters. 

It had been said and written of Lower Canada that its only manufacture 
was wooden shoes, that it was a poor beggarly country incapable of rais- 
ing sufficient grain for its own consumption. He appealed to honble. 
gentlemen round him who represented agricultural constituencies in Lower 
Canada, whether for some years past, the eerie had not been compelled 
to discontinue the use of wheaton bread?138 


MR. ROBINSON. . We want to sell it ((to)) you. +39 


MR. AYLWIN. Hon. gentlemen might talk of selling, but how was Lower 
Canada to pay for it - what had she to give in return. It had been said 
that night, and it had been set forth in the manifesto of the Free Trade 
Association that Lower Canada cannot produce cattle at a remunerative 
price. If she could neither produce grain nor cattle what was to be- 
come of her, if this measure passed; the majority of her population are 
farmers, are they all to be driven away to find subsistence in other 
lands; should he turn round and say that the result of this system of 
Free Trade would sooner or later do just what was set forth in the book 
he held in his hand, that hundreds of thousands of acres of land now 
cultivated would have to be abandoned. He contended that the Agricul- 
turist of Canada could no more compete with the Americans than our in- 
fant manufacturies could with theirs. We were now indebted to the 
Americans for glass, harness, vehicles, buckets, corn brooms, cheese - 
and many other articles, which they managed to sell at a profit in the 
present state of the law with a prospective duty. Yet it was held if 
these duties were taken off, we could by some marvellous operation of 
this Free Trade, roll back the tide upon them and supply them with these 
articles. No doubt the theory was very fine, but it would not do. He 
preferred the speech of Sir Howard Douglass to that of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer; he considered it was adding insult to injury to ask 
Canada to make sacrifices at this time. He knew well how the thousand 
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wild and visionary schemes which had been palmed off as Free Trade had 
been met in Montreal, and how they would be met in Quebec. He would ask 
those who were concerned in the timber trade how they would like its 
operation - how they would like to have to compete with the Baltic with- 
out the protection of which they now have the advantage; it would be 
found that they thought protection not so bad a thing after all. With 
regard to what had been said by the Inspector-General as to the capabil- 
ity of Canada navigating her shipping at as low a rate as New York, it 
was not correct, and if that gentleman had lived at Quebec he would have 
found out that the rate of wages in a common merchant ship was higher 
there than in a first class liner in the States. Canada was in an awk- 
ward position wedged in between two powerful countries like England and 
the United States, and dependant (sic) in a great measure on their action. 
This country was compelled to give her timber which took ages to grow, 
to purchase articles of consumption which were destroyed in a day; and 
although our forests were not yet exhausted yet the day would come when 
Canada would have no more of this commodity, and what then was she to 
export in return for those things her necessitites demanded? When Free 
Trade principles became general over the world the Millennium would be 
close at hand. He would move that the Committee rise and report pro- 
gress, and ask leave to sit again. Before taking his seat the hon. gen- 
tleman made some allusion to the necessity of allowing time for persons 
connected with the leather trade to say how the proposed reduction on 
this article would affect them, which we did not catch very distinctly.140 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY. - It appeared to him that the hon. member for 
Quebec was very anxious to become a prophet, but he did ((not)) think 
that the prophecies he had just made would be fulfilled. The hon. mem- 
ber had attacked him for not having made the resolutions known sooner. 
He would only remind him that he (Mr. C.) had been interrupted when he 
made his first financial statement at almost every sentence, and obliged 

to answer question after question, and to repeat calculation after 
calculation, of which the hon. member had taken notes, and that the news- 
papers had been full of reports of his (Mr. C.'s) statement, and now the 
hon. member attacked him for having kept him in the dark with respect 
to the resolutions now before the House until the last moment. He (Mr. 
C.) may have been mistaken about the usual practice of the House in 
that respect, and not have got them prited(sic) so soon as he should 
have done; but although the hon. member may not have known the precise 
words of the resolutions, he must have at least known the substance of 
them, or his taking notes had been all a farce. The hon. member had 
called upon him to guarantee the calculations made use of at the Free 
Trade meeting held in Montreal, and by the member for North Lincoln, and 
the statement of the late member for Huron, but he hoped that he would 
not ask him to guarantee his calculations. With regard to what had been 
said about Lower Canada not being able to supply enough of cattle for 
its own use, he would only say that in 1844 it had exported cattle to 
the value of $6000, and that they were not doing justice to Lower Can- 
ada to say that it would not compete with its neighbours.141 


MR. ERMATINGER said that on a former occasion when he spoke on the 
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subject, what had been said by him had been perverted in the newspapers, 
where it was said that he did not know that Kingston was on Lake Ontario, 
there was no one more in favor of the liberty of the press than he was, 
but he considered that hon. members speeches when reported, should not 
be wilfully misrepresented. He would state that in voting for the first 
resolution he would not stand pledged to support the whole of them. He 
stated that he had the honor of being at Tetu's Hotel, and he conceived 
it was an honor, the independent members have a right to meet wherever 
they please, and he was one of them, he stood in the House as an inde- 
pendent member. He said that he did not expect to be long in the House 
on account of the vote he was going to give to-night not that he was at 
all afraid of the proceedings of -the Committee on his election. He for 
one was not prepared to embark in the ocean of free trade, because he 
did not see the end of it and he would take the resolutions just for 
what they express and from reading the resolutions he conceived that 
their sole intention was to take away the carrying trade of the Great 
West, and bring it down the St. Lawrence, and by that means raise the 
amount of tolls received, although he thought as he had said before 

that it would inclitate (sic) against the interest of his constituent 
(sic), yet as the experiment was worth trying he would support the mo- 
tion. He had his doubts of the working of free trade and agreed with 
the member for Quebec, that we were going ahead of Great Britain, Sir 
Robert Peel's policy has not yet been confirmed, and until that is done, 
he thought it better not to proceed.142 


MR. WILLIAMS said that on the first occasion this question had come 
before the Committee, he had stated his objections to the repeal of the 
duties at the present moment under an impression, which although per- 
haps erroneous, he was allowed by the members of the administration 
still to retain for want of correction. He considered it unsafe, uu- 
certain (sic) and unwise legislation tospeculate on contingencies. His 
impression was, that by repealing this act, they might be thrown back 
on the old duty of three shillings per quarter on Wheat imported into 
England, if the new scheme did not receive the assent of the Imperial 
Parliament, and therefore it was dangerous to legislate until certain 
information had been received from the Mother Country. He repeated 
that was his impression; it might not be correct, and he would in that 
case desire to be put right by some hon. member of the administration. 
The hon. member then proposed to show the position in which the coun- 
try would stand if he were correct. Under the existing law, Wheat ex- 
ported from Canada is allowed to be imported into Great Britain at the 
mere nominal duty of one shilling per quarter, on condition, and he 
called the attention of hon. members to this; on condition that the 
Provincial Parliament of Canada impose a duty of three shillings per 
quarter on foreign Wheat imported into the Province. The imperial sta- 
tute then goes on to state that whereas the Provincial Parliament has 
imposed this duty of three shillings per quarter, Wheat imported into 
Britain from Canada shall be admitted at the low rate he had already 
mentioned. But repeal this duty of three shillings per quarter, which 
was looked upon as a great boon in Upper Canada (hear) at the time the 
act was passed, and what will be the consequences? There may be a dis- 
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solution of the Imperial Parliament to-morrow; no persons could say posi- 
tively what had occurred in Britain, and if that should happen we would 
be thrown back on the old duty of three shillings per quarter on Cana- 
dian Wheat imported into Britain, until a new Parliament should meet 

and pass an act affirming these resolutions. If he were wrong in the 
view he took of the question, he desired to be corrected by the Hon. 
Attorney General, West, who would gain an accession of strength in the 
House by doing so. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said that the hon. gentleman might rest assured 
that on a question of this importance, the administration had paid the 
most anxious attention to all the consequences likely to result from its 
passage. And when the principle contained in these resolutions was as- 
sented to and the bill introduced, he would find that it was provided 
by a clause in the bill, that the present rates of duty be continued till 
the new act receive the assent of the Imperial Parliament.-- (Hear) .144 


MR. WILLIAMS said it would not be denied that on the success of Agri- 
culture, depended the prosperity of the Province, and it would, there- 
fore, be admitted that any attempt to disturb the agricultural regula- 
tions should be made with great prudence and caution. He was inclined 
to believe that the action taken by the Ministry was premature and dan- 
gerous; his reason for so thinking was that the great measure before the 
Imperial Parliament was still undisposed of; it had not passed a second 
reading, it might be arrested by the Peers, and a dissolution might en- 
sue. He (Mr. W) wished to wait the decision of the Imperial Parliament, 
and also to wait the action of the United States in reference to the in- 
troduction of Colonial produce into that country. Under the existing 
law Upper Canada had arrived at great prosperity; but the changes now 
proposed by Great Britain did not afford the most pleasing anticipa- 
tions. At present our products are admitted into the British ports in 
consequence of the Province imposing a duty of 3s. on American wheat, 
and should the measure before the British Parliament not pass, this 
country would be worse than ever, because then our productions would 
not be admitted at the present low rate. Such were his (Mr. W's) im- 
pressions, but if he were wrong, he would be glad to be corrected. With 
regard to Free Trade, he thought that if the great measure of Sir Robert 
Peel became law, nothing would be left to the Canadian farmer worth re- 
taining at the expense of being excluded from the United States market; 
and if the United States restrictions were kept up, would not the Cana- 
dian farmers be discontented with our Legislation? He (Mr. W) feared 
they would. He (Mr. W) had no objection to free trade carried out in 
all its bearings, and upon the principle of perfect reciprocity between 
all nations. He (Mr. W) would observe in reference to the assertion 
that the duty of 3s. was imposed for the benefit of Great Britain, that 
he denied that assertion in toto, he had been the bearer to the Govern- 
ment of England, of strong remonstrances from the ... people of Canada; 
he had made a special mission for that purpose, and upon his return to 
this country, he warned those in power that a despatch would arrive, 
recommending a duty on American wheat. He (Mr. W) felt bound after the 
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most serious and deliberate consideration to vote against the resolu- 
tions; nothing would give him greater pleasure than to act in the pre- 
sent, as in the generality of instances with the Ministry, did not his 
conscience forbid it. Before he (Mr. W) sat down, he wished to correct 
a misapprehension of an assertion of his on Friday last, which he saw 
in one of the city papers. It was reported that he had said he would 
vote for the resolution. He (Mr. W) had not pledged himself to any 
particular course, but merely said that if he could be convinced that 
the measure before the House would not injure the farmer he would vote 
for it.145 


MR. ROBINSON - called the attention of the hon. member for Durham 
to the despatch of the Secretary of the colonies of 3rd March, 1846, 
(the hon. member then read some extracts from the despatch which shewed 
that the British Government were prefectly willing to abolish the dut- 
ies imposed upon agricultural produce imported from the colonies) and 
stated that he thought the proposed measure would be productive of 
great advantage to the country, and that he thought if the measure 
would hurt the farmers he would be against it, but he thought it would 
do them good.146 


MR. MCCONNELL - would have given a silent vote had it not been for 
a remark of the hon. Inspector General's with regard to cattle in Lower 
Canada. The hon. gentleman did not seem to understand why the present 
export of cattle from Lower Canada should be deficient when it was known 
that some time ago $60,000 worth was exported in one year. He (the 
Inspector General) might not be aware that then there was no duty on 
cattle imported into the United States, whereas now there is a duty of 
twenty per cent. In reference to free trade he (Mr. McConnell) thought 
that like universal suffrage, it was more pleasant to speak of than to 
practise. England, because of her strength might be able to carry it 
out, but the colonies not possessing such strength would find it more 
difficult. The hon. member complained that what he said in the former 
debate relative to the public debt was mis-reported, his remark was, 
that if England destroyed the means whereby our debt was to be paid she 
ought to pay it herself .147 


MR. CHAUVEAU opposed the measure before the House .148 
MR. SHERWOOD ((spoke for the motion.))149 


MR. BROOKS did not speak very often but would on this occasion offer 
a few remarks. He thought hon. gentlemen were rather out of their lati- 
tude when they spoke of the resolutions before them in connection with 
Free Trade. The resolutions had nothing to do with any such principle 
but merely allowed American produce to pass through Canada. If, as 
some hon. members considered probable, the Corn Laws were not repealed, 
it would be so much the more advantage of Canada, for she would be at 
once the gainer of this 3s. duty in addition to the protection she had 
before. He was sorry to hear the bad character which the member for 
Quebec had given Lower Canada. His remarks would not however apply to 
the Townships. It would be recollected that some years ago Lower Can- 


817 


ada exported a large amount of grain, and if an enquiry were to be made 
for the cause of the backwardness of Agriculture in the present time 

he (Mr. B.) expected that it would be found that political agitation 
did not improve the climate. - (Hear, hear.,)150 


MR. DRUMMOND felt that this was an important crisis and that on the 
manner in which they determined respecting this resolution, a great deal 
of the futurel51 commerciall52 prosperity of the Province depended; and153 
considering the magnitude of the question,154 he would have wished for 
a little more time to consider ... ((it)) than the Hon. Inspector Gen- 
eral had given them.155 He had not been present the first time these 
resolutions had been debated, and he must confess they had been repre- 
sented to him as very different to what he actually found them. He had 
been told that they deprived the Canadian farmer of all protectionl56 
but on looking over the printed resolution!5/ he found they merely went 
to give our merchants the benefit of the transit trade and would not 
bring American wheat in competition with Canadian in a Canada market. 

He was convinced that the farmer would not suffer from their operation, 
but on the contrary that his interests would be advanced by the en- 
larged market which would be opened to him to supply those who would 

be engaged in the trade.158 In... ((this)) he concurred most heartily ,1°9 
((for)) while Canada would be built up by this operation the necessity 
for direct taxation would be removedl60, The agricultural portion of 
the community in fact ... had an indirect interest in ... the success 
((of the measure)), in order to escape direct taxation!®! which other- 
wise the country would be subjected to, to pay the interest of the debt 
it had incurred in building its Canals. He was not one of those who 
thought those Canals would be of no advantage to Lower Canada, some 
persons had overrated these advantages and others had depreciated them. 
Though he concurred in the principles of the resolutions yet he consid- 
ered it necessary that the action of the House should be eo un- 
til the conclusion of the British Legislature was received! ((and) ) 
it was with some reluctance he felt compelled to vote for its delay till 
the arrival of news from Englandt®3, 


MR. GOWAN - That is for party.164 


MR. DRUMMOND - No it was not for party. He (Mr. D) would not then, 
nor at any other time, give a vote of which his conscience and judg- 
ment did not approve; and he thought it not a little unfair for parties 
to make such an interruption who were rather more notorious for giving 
party votes than he was. He thought there was some weight in an objec- 
tion made by an hon. member on the other side of the House, that if the 
projects of Sir Robert Peel were not passed through the British Parlia- 
ment we will be premature with these resolutions. He would wish to see 
our trade free from an Imperial restraint, not only with the power of 
protecting our agriculturalists, but also of regulating our trade 
to the fullest extent! 66 , and he was clearly of opinion that we were 
in a position to demand this boon from the mother country; whereas, if 
these resolutions were passed now, it would be said, the Canadians are 
satisfiedl6/ with the removal of the protection from trade, and desired 
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no equivalent in return! 68 | thus exonerating them from doing any thing 


further for the country. It was on this ground that he asked for a 
delay of the question for a fortnight, in order to receive the next 
packet, when, whatever might be the influence of hon. members on One 
side of the House or the other side of the House he stood pledged to 
suppor tl69 any measure to give American produce free passage through 
our waters when the action of the Imperial Legislature was known. He 
considered that the House ought to hesitate before it did anything to 
pledge itself to the policy of the British Government before the time, 
or that would convey an impression at home that it was satisfied with 
the change which was about to be effected in its commercial regulations 
with the Mother Country.170 There was also another ground which he 
would urge for a delay. The resolutions having only been put into his 
hands this morning, he could not, in a shorter space of time, communi- 
cate their ... ((ature to)) his constituents, who formed an agricul- 
tural ... body, and would perhaps differ from him in opinion as to 
what course he should pursue; in which case he would wish to tender 
his resignation of his aca ig 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD was sorry to see the course his hon. friend 
had taken, and would ask him, even supposing Sir Robert Peel's scheme 
should not go into effect, would it not be desirable to bring the West- 
ern trade down the Saint Lawrence? 


MR. DRUMMOND was in favour of the principle contained in the resolu- 
tions, and would vote for them after hearing what determination the Bri- 
tish parliament had come to. All that he feared was, that the Home Gov- 
ernment would say we had provided for ourselves. 


Mr. Aylwin's amendment was then put to the vote. Yeas, 27; nays, 
45,174 Among the ayes were Messrs. Price, Baldwin, LeMoine, Leslie, 
Nelson, Chauveau, Drummond, Thompson, Lafontaine, Williams, Johnston, 
Seymour and Aylwin.1/5 


The first resolution was then carried. Yeas, 44; Nays, 31,176 


Resolutions 2, 3, and 4, were then put and carried.177 


DR. NELSON spoke in favor of the papor ation of Indian Corn for con- 
sumption in Lower Canada free of duty. 78 


((The fifth resolution was passed.))179 


The sixth resolution ((was)) put to repeal the present duty of 9s 
4d on all unrefined sugars, and impose a duty of 7s 6d per cwt .180 


MR. AYLWIN asked Mr. Moffatt whether he was prepared to vote for 
this resolution. He moved an amendment, that the duty on sugar be re- 
duced to 2s 6d sterling 181 


MR. MOFFATT being called on to say whether he was in favour of this 
resolution reducing the duty on Sugars said he would be glad to see it 
reduced to 7s. but if the Government were not prepared to part with any 
more revenue, he should rest satisfied with the reduction proposed .182 


819 


Mr. SMITH recommended Mr. Aylwin to amend his motion making it 5s 
instead of 2s 64.183 


MR. AYLWIN ((altered his motion to 5s.))184 
The motion so amended was then put to the vote - Yeas 16, Nays 36,185 


MR. CHAUVEAU then moved in amendment that the duty on unrefined Sugars 
be reduced to 6s.186 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER asked if the honble. gentleman was prepared to 
show what reduction the revenue would suffer by this motionl8 peat Candy) 
whether he had any thing to say in favour of his amendment, or whether 
he ay iad it merely for the pleasure of amending a Government proposi- 
tion. 


Seer Lee would give an answer, when he was informed what Free Trade 
was. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER would be happy to know what Free Trade had to do 
with the question,.190 


The amendment ((was)) lostl91, 
The original motion was carriedl92, 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY then postponed the resolution affecting leather 
and its manufactures until Friday next .19 


(141) 
and after some time spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr, 

And Mr. Méthot reported that the Committee had come to several Reso- 
lutions, whieh he was directed to submit to the House whenever tt shall 
be pleased to receive the same, and that he was further directed by 
the Committee to move for leave to stt again. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


Ordered, That the Committee have leave to stt again on Friday next. 


Conmon The Order of the Day for the House in Committee 

Schools Brill, on the Bill for the better establishment and matn- 

(ESS: tenanee of Common Schools tn Upper Canada, being 
read; 


The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Committee. 
Mr. Chabot took the Chair of the Comnittee,1%4 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said, the only clause which was not disposed of 
before the committee rose on the last occasion, was the 6th section of 
26th clause. It had been decided that the rate bill should be a rate 
bill payable by the persons who sent children to the school. He had 
also been asked to provide for some distinction in the education of 
coloured children; but after maturely considering the ... matter, he 
could not be induced to introduce into a law any distinction of colour. 
He had prepared the clause, and if any member wished to move it, he 
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would put it into his hands. For himself, he was not prepared to do 
59,195 
SO. 


The 26th clause, as amended, was then adopted .196 


MR. BOULTON moved for the re-consideration of the 3lst section. His 
object in doing so was to have it amended, by allowing the same privi- 
lege to the Church of England as those granted to the Church of Rome. 
In the section referred to, the Roman Catholics have a right to have a 
Roman Catholic teacher; and he wished that it was a Roman Catholic that 
was in the school. The Church of England may have a right to have a 
Protestant teacher. He proposed also to confine this to cities, towns, 
and villages. He trusted that the members of the Church of England 
would insist on this being passed, or the clause erased.19/ 


(141) 
and after some time spent therein, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair, 

And Mr. Chabot reported that the Committee had gone through the 
Bill, and had made several amendments thereto, whitch he was dtrected 
to report to the House, whenever tt shall be pleased to receive the 
same. 


Ordered, That the Report be received to-morrow. 


Orders post- Ordered, That the rematnitng Orders of the Day be 
poned. postponed unttl to-morrow. 


Then, on motton of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, se- 
conded by Mr. Hall, 
The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX, 21 APRIL 1846. 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: LOWER CANADA MUNICIPAL COUNCILS' 
LIABILITIES. ))198 


MR. CHAUVEAU - enquired if the peal intended to pay the debts of 
the Municipal Councils of Lower Canada.19 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH -— said it was not the intention of the Government 
to move in the matter this session. 290 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: REIMBURSEMENT OF MOHAWK INDIANS.)) 


MR. MURNEY ((asked)) ... whether it is the intention of the Govern- 
ment to remunerate the Mohawk Indians for certain lands taken from them 
and applied to the Clergy Reserves, 201 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said, in the year 1797 the Crown under the Great 
Seal passed to the Chiefs, Warriors and Women of the Six Nations and 
their heirs a certain tract of land in the neighbourhood of Belleville, 
with the reservation that upon alienation the said lands were to es- 
cheat to the Crown. But this grant was defective, inasmuch as it gave 
to the people of the Six Nations no corporate powers. As years rolled 
on these lands became useless as a hunting ground, while the advance- 
ment of the Indians in Arts and Agriculture was not commensurate with 
their wants; while the country around became granted, settled and im- 
proving in value rendered the Indian lands also valuable for settle- 
ment purposes. In order that these lands might be disposed of to form 
a fund for the benefit of the Indians their chiefs with the consent of 
the people, relinquished them to the Crown. At this period there was 
in existence a law which compelled the Government in all future grants 
of lands to reserve a quantity equal to one-seventh for the Clergy; and 
in regranting these lands for settlement that reservation was made. 
This was the act complained of, and the Government of the present day 
did not feel itself justified in recommending to Parliament remunera- 


tion for that which had been done of necessity in accordance with the 
law. 202 


FOOTNOTES - 21 APRIL 1846. 


The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 21 April 1846, 
PILOT, 23 April 1846, BATHRUST COURIER, 5 May 1846, and GLOBE, 28 
April 1846, in accounts which are identical except that the GLOBE 
omits certain speakers from its report. 

MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 
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The following exchange was reported in identical accounts in the 
MIRROR, 21 April 1846, and the PILOT, 23 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

TiS OD) 

The following debate was reported by: MIRROR, 21 April 1846; and 
PILOT, 23 April 1846, in identical accounts; and by MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

LEI. 

IBID. 

13) JUD)e 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 21 April 1866. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 
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IBiD. 

The following debate was reported by: MIRROR, 21 April 1846, PILOT, 
23 April 1846, and GLOBE, 28 April 1846, in accounts which were iden- 
tical except that the MIRROR's and PILOT's accounts contained more 
speakers; LA MINERVE, 23 April 1846, in a report identical to that in 
MIRROR, 21 April 1846, except that each contained certain speeches 

not found in the other; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846, copied by ST. 
CATHARINES JOURNAL, 30 April 1846; and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 25 April 1846, 
copied with some omissions by ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 30 April 1846; CO- 
BOURG STAR, 29 April 1846, which contained some speeches identical to 
those in the MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846, and some which were not 
contained in the other sources; KINGSTON NEWS, 27 April 1846; LE JOUR- 
NAL DE QUEBEC, 23 and 28 April 1846; LE CANADIEN, 24 April 1846; and 
LA MINERVE of 23 and 27 April 1846 and LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 30 April 
and 2 May 1846, in identical accounts except that LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC 
contains fewer speeches. Commentaries on the debate are found in: 
PILOT, 23 April 1846, copied by the BATHRUST COURIER, 5 May 1846; and 
L'AURORE, 25 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 23 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 23 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 21 April 1846. The MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846, noted 
that: "The announcement was received with loud cheers." 

PILOT, 23 April 1846. LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 28 April 1846, commented: 
"La discussion sur ces résolutions dura deux heures et resembla 4 
celle de la précédente séance de vendredi dernier." 

MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

LA MINERVE, 23 April 1846. 

TBI)... 27, Apeil 1846. 

BaD 

IO SOD) 

IBID. 

IBID. 

MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

IBID. 

TBD. 

IBID. 

TEED 

LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 

IBID. 

LeLDe 

IBID. 


IBID. 
MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 


The MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April. 1846, commented: 
hon. gentleman was a bold and manly exposition of the question." 


MIRROR, 21 April 18464. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 
MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 
IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 
MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 
MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 
MIRROR, 21 April 18464. 
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MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 
MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 
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MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

He es1UB) 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 
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MIRROR, 21 April 1844. 
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MIRROR, 21 April 1844, 
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1846. 
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1846. 
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1846, 
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1846, 
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"The speech of the 
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bg. EBID. 

123. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 
124. MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

L25;,.  EBID:. 

126. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 
127. MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

12837 wLB IDs 

1297, — ERID. 

130. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 
131. MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

132. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 
133. MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

134. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 
£35, MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

136. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 


137% 2B LDs 
138. IBID. 
1.39<: IBID, 
140. IBID. 
141. MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 
$40e) SEIS 


143. COBOURG STAR, 29 April 1846. 

144. IBID., which also mistakenly included in Draper's speech portions 
of William's previous remarks. 

[45, MIRROR, 2i.Aprik. L846. 

146. IBID. 

Ley TL BLD. 

148. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

149) IBID., 22 April; 1846. 

150. 7 LBIDS . 24eAprid e446. 

151. MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

152. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

£53. “MIRRORS (21 fApril 1846. 

154. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

155. MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

156. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

157. MIRROR =, 21) April 1846. 

158. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

159. MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

160. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

161. MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

162. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

163. MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

164, - IBID’, 

1650 MBID. 

166. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

167. MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

168. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

169. MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

170. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 
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171. MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 


liz. 1B ED. 
a A YP 5 8 
174. IBID. 


175. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1844. 

176. MIRROR, 21 April 1846. The MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 April 1846, report- 
ed: "The names were not taken down, but in the minorities we noticed 
both Messrs. Baldwin and Lafontaine," 

177. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 18464. 


178. IBID. 
179. MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 
180. IBID. 
181. IBID. 
189. 21BEDL 
183. IBID. 


184. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 
185. MIRROR, 21 april 1846. 

ieee, | Aas) - 

187. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 
188. MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

189. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 
190. MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 
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194. IBID. 


195. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

196. The following debate was reported in identical accounts in: MIRROR, 
21 April 1846, PILOT, 23 April 1846, and BATHURST COURIER, 5 May 1846. 

197. MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

POS. © Lies 

199 Leu. 

200. The following question and answer were reported in identical accounts 
in: MIRROR, 21 April 1846, PILOT, 23 April 1846, and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
24 April 1846. 

201. MIRROR, 21 April 1846. 

202. IBID. 

203. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

204. -LEDD:. 


WEDNESDAY, 22 APRIL 1846.1 


(141) 
Petittons latd THE following Petitions were severally brought 
on the Table. up and latd on the table. 


By Mr. Macdonell of Dundas,--The Petition of 
John A. Pterce and others, who have purchased por portions of the lands 


of the late Captain Welltan Dunean, of Willtamsburg, in the County of 
Dundas . 


(142) 

By Mr. Merritt,--The Petition of Joseph Browitt, and others, of 
Dereham and other Townships, in the District of Brock. 

By the Honourable Mr. Aylwin,--The Petition of Robert Julyan, As- 
ststant Harbour Master of the Port of Quebec. 

By Mr. Murney,--The Petition of Willian Tremain and others, Lumber- 
men and others; and the Petition of Eduard Hollingsworth and others, 
members of the United Church of England and Ireland, in the Township 
of Tyendinaga, in the Diocese of Toronto. 

By Mr. M'Connetl--The Petition of the Reverend David Gibbs, A.M., 
and others, of Granby. 

By Mr. Chabot,--The Petttton of Pterre Curodeau, and others, Pilots 
for and below th the Harbour of Quebec; and the Petttion of the Mayor and 
Counetllors of the Ctty of Quebec. 

By Mr. Seymour,--The Petition of the Reverend Paul Shirley and others, 
members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, © tn the Diocese of 
Toronto. 

By Mr. Leslte,--The Petition of Pierre Pagé and others, Pilots for 
the Harbour of Montreal. 

By Mr. Taché,--The Petttion of F. M. Soulard, Esquire, Mayor, and 
Amable Morin, Secretary, on behalf of the Municipal Council of the Par- 
annoy ust! St. Roch des Aulnets. 

By Mr. Chauveau,--The Petition of Ferdinand Murphy and others, of the 
Parish of St. Gabriel de Valecartter. 

By Mr. Scott,--The Petition of William Parks and others, of the Par- 
tsh of St. ~ Benott, in the County of Tuo M Two Mountains . 


Pettttons Read. Pursuant to the Order of the Day the followtng 
Petittons were read:-- 

Of Joseph Hovington and Ephraim Tremblay of Tadousac, tn the County 
of Saguenay, Navigators; praying that no exclusive privilege be granted 
to the persons who have Petttioned to be appotnted Branch Pilots for the 
Saguenay. 

Of Willtam Price, of the City of Quebec, Esqutre; praying that cer- 
tain individuals, tn hts employ as Pilots, may not recetve Branches as 
Pilots for the River Saguenay, as they have Pettttoned for. 

Of the Reverend Pierre M. Mtgneault, Founder and Superior of the Col- 
lege of Chambly; praytng for an aid for the said College. 

Of G. W. Arnold and others, of Brockville; praying that the Trustees 
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of a certain lot of ground in the satd Town may not be authorized to 
hold tt, except for the purposes of an Infant School, nor to dispose 
of the same except for the benefit of the purchasers of the satd lot. 

Of Isaae Beecher, of the Town of Brockville, tn the District of 
Johnstown; praytng for a Patent for an tmprovement tn Bark Mills, for 
Grinding Tanner's Bark. 


Resolved, That the Rule of thts House, which limtts the time for re- 
cetving Private Petitions, be suspended, as regards the satd Peti- 
tton. 


Of the Reverend David Gibbs, A.M. and others, of the Township of 
Granby , tn the County ty oF Shefford; praytng that all classes of Her 
Majesty's subjects in thts Brantnice may have an equal share tn the 
management and advantages of King's College, and that no grant be made 
to MeGill College, except on these condtttons. 

Of E. Renwood, Secretary on behalf of. the Medical Board of Canada 
West; praying that they may recetve a copy of any Bill whtch may be tn- 
troduced, touching thetr tnterests, and that they may be allowed to 
express an optnton on tts provisions prevtous to any action being 
taken thereon. 

Of A. Proudfoot, Esquire, and others, members of the United Church 
of England and Ireland, in the Township of Trafalgar, in the Diocese 
of Toronto; and of the Reverend John A. Mulock and others, members of 
the United Church of England and Treland; praying that measures may be 
adopted for vesting tn the Church Socrety of the Dtocese of Toronto, 
for the beneftt of the said Church, such a portton of the Clergy Re- 
serve Lands, as shall correspond wtth thetr share of the income arts- 
tng from the same. 

Of the Reverend R. R. Burrage and others, members of the Untted 
Church of England and Ireland, in the Diocese of Quebec; praying that 
measures may be adopted for vesting in the Church Society of the Dto- 
cese of Quebec, for the benefit of the said Church, such a portton of 
the Clergy Reserve Lands as shall correspond with thetr share of the 
tneome artsing from the same. 

Of Jeffery Hale, Esqutre, and others, officers and members of the 
British and Canadtan School Soetety; praying for an Act of Incorpora- 
tton. 





Resolved, That the Rule of thts House whtech limtts the time for re- 
eetving Private Petittons, be suspended, as regards the satd Peti- 
tion. 


Of John Thom and others, of the Townshtp of Searborough, tn the Home 
District; praytng that no dtvtston may be made of the Clergy Reserve 
Lands; but that the proceeds thereof be appropriated to the promotion 
of General Education. 

Of the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Toronto, and others, mem- 
bers of the United Church of England and Ireland, in the City of Tor- 
onto; praying that the satd Church may have the control of tts share 
of the Common School Funds. 
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Of the Board of Trade of the City of Toronto; praying that Her Majesty 
may be addressed for a relaxation of the Imperial Protective Customs Duties 
in Canada; and for a repeal of the Provinctal Duty on Foretgn Wheat. 

Of M. Townsend and others, School Commisstoners for the Municipality 
of Clarenceville, tn the District of Montreal; praying for certain amend- 
ments to the Common School Act. 

Of John Mathtson and James Grant, of the Townshtp of Zorra, in the 
District of Broek; praying that they may be allowed to purchase a certain 
Clergy Reserve Lot, upon whtch they have settled, at the same price as 
other lands in the neighbourhood. . 

Of N. B. Doucet and L. R. Lacoste, Esquires, in behalf of the Notaries 
Publie of the District of Montreal;praying that the Btll introduced during 
thts Session, to regulate formalities of authentic Actes, passed be,ore 
Notaries, be not passed by the House. 

Of O. Dorman and others, of the Tamship of Potton, in the District 
of Montreal; praying for aid to complete a certain Road from Sutton through 
the satd Townshtp to Lake Magog. 

Of F. B. Blanchard, Esquire, and others, of the Township of Kingsey, in 
the County of Drummond; complaining of certain Militta appointments and 
praying reltef. 

Of Donald Cameron, of the Tamshtp of Thorah, tn the Home District; com- 
plaining that certain claims held by himself and his followers agatnst the 
Provinetal Government have never been liquidated, and praying for an tnvest- 
tgatton. 

Of William Bates and others, of Kitley, and other Tamshtips, in the 
District of Johnstown; complaining that the Deputy Post Master General has 
refused to comply with thetr just requests and praying reltef. 

Of John Sertver, Merchant, of the Townshtp of Hemmingford; praying that 
the law whtch exists in the Setgntortes relating to the disposal of effects 
belonging to minor hetrs, may be extended to the Townshtps. 


(143) 
Of John Watch, Esquire, and others, of the netghbourhood of Woodstock, 
in the District of Brock; praying for the repeal of the duty on Salt, and 
that no further encouragement be afforded to the tmportatton of American 


Agricultural Produce. 


Petittons Resolved, That the Petitton of Horatto N. Patton 





ese” pes A ated) a i eA Ue at LCP 
Referred: Esqutre, and others, citizens of Quebec, and tnha- 
HN. Pate bitants of the Parish of Potnt Levt, be referred 


oe to a Select Committee, composed of the Honourable 

ton, @t al. ; Lee 

—— Mr. Aylwin, Mr. Soltettor General Taschereau, Mr. 
Christie, and Mr, Taché, to examine the contents thereof, and to report there- 
on with all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers and records. 


NV. Jones, Resolved, That the Petttton of Norman Jones and others , 
eis of the Townships of Markham and Whttchurch, in the 


Home District, be referred to a Select Commttee, 
composed of Mr. Monro, the Honourable Mr. Soltcitor General Sherwood, and 
Mr, Roblin, to examne the contents thereof, and to report thereon with all 
conventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, and records. 
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persons, papers, and records. 


























J. Lessite, Ordered, That the Petttton of John Lesslte and others, 
et al. tnhabttants of the Townshtp of West Flamborough, 
M. Young, tn the District of Gore; the Petttton of Moses — 
ot tee Young and others, of the Township of Dumfries, in 
the County of Halton; the Petition of David Rin- 
D. Rintoul, toul and others, of the Township of Beverley; the 
et al. Petition of Thomas G. Coyne and others, of the 
T. G. Coyne, Tounshtp of Dunwich, in the District of London; 
aie aa the Petitton of Ta ther H. Cronk and others, of 
the Tounshtp of Whttby; the Petition of David Bu- 
L. H. Cronk, chan and others, of the Village of Paris, in the 
et al. District eek Gore; the Petition of the Reverend R. 
D. Buchan, M'Cosh, tn be half of the Presbyterian Congrega-— 
Be Ae a tton of Paris; the Petition of John Johnston and 
een others, of the Townships of Uxbridge and Scott; 
R. M'Cosh. and the Petttton of John Bogart hh others, of 
J. Johnston, the Townshtp of Whitehurch; be referred to the 
Si eee Select Committee to which was referred the Peti- 
ees tton of George Roe and others, of the County of 
x Bogart, Russell, and other references. 
et a ina 
D. Cameron. Resolved, That the Petttton of Donald Cameron, of the 


Townshtp of Thorah, tn the Home District, be re- 
ferred to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Stewart of Bytown, Mr. 
Price, Mr. Dickson, Mr. Williams, Mr. Macdonell of Dundas, Mr. Macdon- 
ald of Kingston, ston, and Mr. Roblin, to examine the contents thereof, and 
to report thereon with all conve econventent speed; wtth power to send for 
persons, papers, and records. 








W. Price. Ordered, That the Petition of Willtam Price of the 
; City of Quebec, Esqutre, and the Petttton of 
eee VsTanen, ene De a ee ee, a 
Se eRe oseph Hovington a phraim Tremblay of Tadou 
aa sac, tn the County of Saguenay, Navigators, be 
a referred to the Select Committee to whitch was 


referred the Petition of James Alexander and 
others, Navigators, residing in the County of Saguenay; and other re- 
ferences. 





W. Bates, Ordered, That the Petttion of William Bates and others, 
et ae. of Kkitley and other Townships, tn the Distriet of 


Johnstown; be referred to the Select Committee ap- 
potnted to tnqutre into the Post Office Department. 


Mayor and Mr. Chabot, from the Seleet Committee to whtch 
Counetltors was referred the Petition of the Mayor and Counetl- 
of Quebec. lors of the City of Quebec, with power to report from 


time to time, presented to the House the First Report 
of the satd Committee, which was agatn read at the Clerk's Table, and 
ts as followeth:-- 


Report. Your Committee have constdered the two Pettttons 
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from the satd Mayor and Counetllors; praying respectively for the repeal 
of a certain Act of 6th Victoria, chapter 23, intituled, "A4n Act to in- 
corporate a Company under the style and title of the Quebee Gas Light 
and Water Company,"--and that similar powers to those thereby granted 
may be vested tn the Corporation of Quebec; and after taking evidence 
upon the subject, which they have the honour to report herewith, they 
beg Leave to recommend that the prayer of the said Petitions be granted. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 
James Dean, Esquire of Quebec, called tn, and examined. 


1. Are you one of the Members of the Quebee Gas Light and Water Com- 
pany, tneorporated by the Act of 6th Vietorta, cap. 23?--I was origtin- 
ally, but I am not now. 

2. Has the satd Company commenced any of the Gas Works or Water 
Works menttoned tn the satd Act?--No. 

8. Is tt the intention, or ts it in the power of the satd Company 
to complete their works wtthin the time prescribed by the Act?--So far 
as respects the Gas Works, I should imagine not; they might possibly 
have the Water Works completed. 

4, Is tt the intention of the satd Company to commence operations, 
and to carry thetr Act of incorporation into effect?--I cannot say; I 
have had nothing to do with the Company for about two years. 


George O'Kill Stuart, Esquire, Mayor of the Ctty 
of Quebec, called in, and examined. 


5. Is the City of Quebee lighted tn any manner at thts time?--The 
leading thoroughfare through the Upper and Lower Town ts occastonally 
lighted, and has been so unttl a very short time past. The streets 
lighted are St. Peter Street, St. John Street, and Fabrique Street. 

6. To what do you attribute, that the City ts not lighted through- 
out?--The reltance placed by the citizens of Quebec, upon the formation 
of a Company under the Provincial Statute of 6 Vict. cap. 23,--which 
Company has not yet been formed; and also to the etreumstance that the 
Corporation of Quebec have not sufftctent powers confided to them for 
the purpose. 

7. Would tt be posstble to put the Gas Works necessary for the 
lighting of the City of Quebec tn full operation by the 12th October 
next?--It ts tmposstble. 

8. What ts the populatton of Quebec?--I think tt is about 35,000. 

9. The Commtttee understand that you have had occaston to travel 
upon the continent of America,--are you aware of any etty upon that 
continent, with the population of Quebec, whitch is not lighted either 
with otl or gas?--I am not. 

10. Be pleased to state the powers whtch the Corporation of Quebec 
would seek to obtain, in order to effect the ltghtitng of the city, and 
the supplying it with water?--They would requtre the powers conferred 
by the Act above mentioned, with authority to lease or assign over to 
individuals for a limtted period, the right of establishing water works 
in case of thetr being unable to ratse the money, or deeming tt tnex- 
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pedient to do so, and also the power to borrow the money required for 
the construction of the works. 

11. In what manner ts the City of Quebec supplied with water at pre- 
sent?--Prinetpally from the River St. Lawrence, by cartage, which ts 
very expensive and inconventent; and the water, particularly in the 
spring, when thus conveyed, ts not pure. 

12. In cases of ftre, how ts a supply of water obtained, and is 
there any difficulty tn procuring tt?--It ts principally supplted by 


carters, but from the local sttuatton of Quebec, tt ts tmposstble to 
(144) 


obtain this supply tn sufftetent time, and tn winter tt cannot be psro- 
cured at all. 

13. In what manner would you propose to obtain the requistte funds 
for the erectton of Gas and Water Works, and what would be your secur- 
tty for the tnvestment of money for that purpose?--The sum whtch the 
etty ts now authorized to borrow by tts Act of Incorporatton, ts to- 
tally inadequate for the purpose, and tt ts necessary to empower the 
Corporation to ratse a sum for the particular purpose, by borrowing on 
debentures: I thing the money so borrowed should be secured on the 
butldings and works constructed for the purpose, and on the revenues 
accruing from the same. 

14. In your estimation, what sum would be necessary for the.construc- 
tion of the Gas and Water Works?--I have made inqutry on the subject, and 
so far as I can judge from the present population of the ctty, there 
should be about £385,000 for Gas, and £65,000 for the Water. 


Thomas W. Lloyd, Esq., a member of the City 
Counetl of Quebec, called in and examined. 


Ans. to Ques. 5.--It ts partially lighted wtth otl; three of four 
streets are lighted about 15 nights every month. 

Ans. to Q. 6.--The expense of lighting with otl ts altogether beyond 
the means of the city; each lamp now lighted costing the Corporation 
about £6 a year, whtch would be equal to paytng £18 a year for a single 
gas light, tt being computed that one Gas burner gives more light than 
three otl lamps. The Corporation of the City has been deterred from 
establtshing Gas Works, tn consequence of the tncorporatton of certain 
persons for the purpose of lighting the City with Gas. 

Ans. to @. 7.--It would be phystcally tmposstble. 

Ans. to @. 8.--About 32,000 within the limits. 

Ans. to Q@. 9.--I an not. I have also travelled in Great Britain, 
and I do not recollect visiting any town of 5,000 inhabitants and up- 
wards, that was not provided with gas ltghts. 

Ans. to @. 10.--The same powers conferred on the Gas and Water Com- 
pany by the Act of 6 Vic. cap. 23, with a right to ratse money be de- 
benture, the repayment of which might be secured upon the works them- 
selves,--and also a privilege to asstgn thts power to any individuals 
or assoctatton, tf the Corporation thought tt for the advantage of the 
Clty *totdo B80: 


Ans. to @. 11.--By wells, in a few publte places, and from the Rivers 
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St. Lawrence and St. Charles; tt ts conveyed by porters and carters, at 
great expense, and is attended with great inconvenience to the citizens. 

Ans. to @. 12.--In the same manner there is great difficulty in pro- 
curing it in sufficient quanti tres to be of any service. TI believe that 
tf Water Works had extsted in May and June last, the extensive confla- 
grattons that then took place would not have happened. 

Ans. to @. 14.--£35,000 would be suffietent for the Gas, and £65,000 
for the Water Works, --having tn vtew the inerease of the City for some 
years to come. 





"Quebec Gas Ordered, That Mr. Chabot have leave to bring in a 
and Water Bill to repeal the Act tncorporating the Quebec 
Company In- Gas Light and Water Company. 

corporation He accordingly presented the said Bill to the 
Act" Repeat House, and the same was received and read a sec- 
Bibl. ond time on Tuesday next. 

Quebec Water Ordered, That Mr. Chabot have leave to bring in a 
Bulb. Bill for supplying the City of Quebee and parts 


adjacent thereto wtth Water. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Tuesday next. 


Quebec Gas Ordered, That Mr. Chabot have leave to bring tna 
BEL: Bill for lighting the Ctty of Quebec with Gas. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to 
the House, and the same was recetved and read for the first time, and 
ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday next. 


Shertffs' Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Aylwin have leave 
Sales Bill. to bring tn a Btll for empowering Shertffs tn 


Lower Canada to make judictal sales by Lticita- 
TLOn. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Monday next. 


Message from A Message from the Legtslative Counetl by John 
Legtslative Fennings Taylor, Esquire, one of the Masters in 
Council. Chancery. 

MR, SPEAKER, 


The Legtslattve Counetl have passed the following Bills wtthout any 
amendment: 


Fines and Re- "An Act for the substitution of more stmple modes 
covertes Bill. of assurance tn lteu of Fines and Recovertes." 

Gaspé Admitnis- "An Act for the better administration of Justice 
tration of tn the General Sesstons of the Peace for Gaspé, and 
Justice Bill. for preventing charges upon the Treasury of the 


Provinee, for unnecessarily summoning Jurors thereto." 
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"La_Commu- "An Act to Ineorporate 'La Communauté des Filles 
nauté des Filles de la Charité,' of the Parish of St. Hyacinthe, in 
de la Charité" the Distrtet of Montreal, for the care of infirm and 
BELL. stek persons, and for other purposes." 

Also, 


LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 
Wednesday, 22d April, 1846. 


Address, Ordered, That one of the Masters in Chancery do go 
Magdalen down to the Legislative Assembly and acquatnt 
Islands. that House, that His Excellency the Admintstrutor 


of the Government has appointed tomorrow, at one 
o'clock, P.M., to be attended with the Address of both Houses on the 
subject of the annexation of the Magdalen Islands to the Province of 
Prince Edward Island; and that the Legtslattve Counetl have ordered 
that such Members as are of the Executive Counetl, do attend His Ex- 
celleney at that time on the part of this House. 
And then he wtthdrew. 


Ordered, That such Members of thts House as are of the Honourable the 
Executive Counetl of thts Province, do attend Hits Excellency the 
Admintstrator of the Government, on the part of this House to-mor- 
row at one o'clock, P.M. wtth the Address of both Houses on the 
subject of the annexatton of the Magdalen Islands to the Province 
of Prinee Edward Istand. 


Address, Mr. Laurtn moved, seconded by Mr. Bertrand, that 
Militia Promo- an humble Address be presented to His Excellency, 
tions) (i.C. J the Admtntstrator of the Government; praytng that 


Hts Excellency will be pleased to cause to be laid 
before thts House all documents addressed to him, complaining of the 
recent Militia promotions, and also all correspondence between the Ad- 
jutant General of Militta for Lower Canada, and old Militia Offtcers, 
with reference to the satd promottons. 





MR. LAURIN in proposing this motion referred to the complaints which 
had been made against the Adjutant General for the recent Militia ap- 
pointments, and intimated that it was to obtain information in refer- 
pape these complaints that he desired to have the documents asked 
£OKs 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH thought that the House would refuse this motion.4 
Without wishing in the least degree to conceal any charge against any 
public officer, ((he)) should say that he thought it scarcely correct 
to propose an enquiry which would embrace all the charges that may have 
been made against the officer complained of 2 to justify an application 
of this sort.... Parties who thought they had a right to complain 
should come forward and make specific charges, which might either be 
rebutted or substantiated.© Should the hon. member prefer some one 
specific charge, some fact, he would find the Government ready to act 
in the matter as far as the public service might require./ 
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MR. DRUMMOND--agreed with the hon. Attorney General East, that it 
would be more regular if the hon. member for Lotbiniere would limit the 
purport of the address, especially as it would be a difficult task in- 
deed, for any Government to investigate the myriad charges with their 
many tortuous incidents which are probably pending against the notorious 
officer referred to.8 He thought the House would be requiring from the 
piers Ee far more than it was capable of performing if they required 
hs % 


MR. CHRISTIE--was opposed to the motion because of its vagueness, 
and added that he believed that Col. Gugy was not responsible for many 
of the errors imputed to his department. He (Mr. Christie) knew him- 
self of one case of grievance which upon becoming known to that offi- 
cer would have been immediately redressed by him, had not the party 
complaining refused to accept redress. He (Mr. Christie) believed that 
Cou. Cugy had no other wish on earth than to do his duty like an hon- 
est man. 0 : 


DR. TACHE ... justified the conduct of the Adjutant General, and 
contended that the charges against him were too vague to justify the 
House in passing this motion. 


MR. AYLWIN--had no desire to pronounce upon the grievances alleged 
against the Adjutant General's Department; he believed they were many, 
and although the party accused and himself were not on the best terms, 
he was nevertheless anxious for a calm and impartial investigation. 
((He)) also thought the charges brought against the Adjutant were of 
too wage a character to admit of any action being taken upon it by the 
House, 3 ((mor did he)) hold the Adjutant General so much responsiblel4 
to the Housel5 for the abuses complained of as he did the hon. member 
for Three Rivers, and the other members of the Administration; he held 
it to be a good doctrine that the Government were responsible for mili- 
tia appointments. 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER was surprised that any gentleman acquainted 
with Parliamentary practice would introduce a motion so informal. The 
Government could not proceed except upon a precise case. 


MR. BERTHELOT!8 spoke ... against the ministry for their neglect to 
expose and act upon the multitude of charges against the Adjutant Gen- 
eral; he pointedly alluded to the members of the Administration belong- 
ing to Lower Canada, and ... denounced their abandonment of the honor 
and interest of their race in conniving at the gross injustice perpe- 
trated by the officer referred to.1l9 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD did not rise to speak of the motion so much, 
although he was opposed to it, as to deny the doctrine advanced by the 
hon. member for Quebec, that the Government were responsible for the 
Militia appointments. 29 He contended that, neither in England nor 
Canada, was it ever heard of, that Military offices should be disposed 
of according to the political views of the party in power21, CCIE) 
ought not to be allowed.... The moment the militia are placed under 
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any faction, he did not care whether it was Conservative or Radical, 
there was an end to its efficiency. The militia patronage ought, in his 
judgment, ((to)) be under the exclusive controul of the head of the Gov- 
Seen Pee It was generally believed in Upper Canada that the object 

of the late Administration had been to get the Militia patronage in 
their hands?3. Under the cloak of demanding to be consulted ((they 
had)) sought to obtain the controul of the militia appointments, the 
better to carry out the views of their leader, the hon. member for the 
Fourth Riding, to govern by a party, through a party, and for a party. 24 


MR. BALDWIN ... I never uttered anything of the sort. 29 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD ((resumed.)) At any rate it was supposed by 
the Reon tS in Upper Canada26, that the hon. member had said so in sub- 
stance2’ ((and)) that that was the object of the hon. gentleman's party, 
and it was that which had influenced their opinion on the merits of 
political parties. 28 


DR. LATERRIERE and MR. LAFONTAINE ((spoke.))29 


MR. LAURIN replied ((to Mr. Sherwood)), contending that the complaints 
which had been39 made public on the subject justified the House in en- 
deavouring to get at the best evidence which would enable it to investi- 
gate the subject to the bottom. 32 


MR. BALDWIN would repeat what he had said upon the occasion of dis- 
cussing the answer to the speech from the throne, namely, that the dis- 
tribution of militia patronage should be made without any reference 
whatever to party, in order that the whole body of the community might 
feel alike on the great question of defending the country, and that the 
men who were to serve under the officers appointed should be entirely 
free from feeling or suspecting that they were organized or controlled 
for any purpose of party politics; and (said the hon. member) if this 
is not the case, if a ... contrary feeling is allowed to obtain amongst 
the militia, the consequences upon the day of trial may be fatal in the 
extreme; he therefore wholly deprecated the interference of party views 
in the regulation of the militia; but while he said that he was not dis- 
posed to admit that the Government were not responsible for Militia ap- 
pointments. What! Was an Adjutant General to pursue a course which if 
it did not actually throw the country into rebellion, tended to destroy 
the efficiency of the Militia, and where (sic) the Ministers of the 
Crown then to come to the House and with folded arms disclaim all res- 
ponsibility for such a state of things? It would be absurd and ridi- 
culous to allow anything of the kind. The contrary was the true Eng- 
lish principle, and ought to be applicable here. He (Mr. Baldwin) 
should next advert to a charge that had been he believed for the sec- 
ond or third time, thrown out against him by the Hon. Sol. General West. 
He (Mr. B.) never did state that the Government should be carried on 
for a party; he could not have said so, because he had never thought 
so; he denied most unequivocally that the late Ministry acted upon such 
a principle; and he had no doubt when the time arrived for comparing 
the conduct of the present Ministry in that regard with that of his 
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late colleagues and himself, the difference would be found to be decid- 
edly in favour of the latter. (Hear.) It would then be seen that al- 
though the supporters of the present Ministry who upon a late occasion, 
as the Hon. Attorney General West was pleased to inform the House, so 
kindly consented to continue their confidence and support, although that 
disinterested and most independent body of men were willing enough to 
hear and applaud lip declarations about the distribution of patronage 
without reference to party, yet, when the proper time came they could 
demand the exercise of a judicious discretion on the part of the Minis- 
try; and 1 wouldvalso be-seen that the action of ‘the Ministry by no 
means disappointed them. He (Mr. B.) certainly did not blame either 

the Ministry or their friends for such a course but he did complain that 
before and during the late election a contrary doctrine should have been 
trumpeted forth when, as was now perfectly evident, it was never the in- 
tention to practice it. He (Mr. B.) begged again to repudiate most 
distinctly the doctrine imputed to him by the Solicitor General; he 

was not surprised at such a charge being made in the newspapers; he 

did not complain of that or anything else which appeared against him 
from the latter source, although he believed he got more than his share 
of their calumny, but he was astonished, and did regret, that the hon. 
Solicitor General should more than once on the floor of that House, 

and in his (Mr. B's.) very face, attribute to him unintentionally no 
doubt, a declaration which he not only never uttered but never felt.33 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD, of Glengarry, would vote erg the motion, 
because of its being too general in its character. 4 To pass it would 
only be to hold out an inducement to all the malcontents in Lower Can- 
ada to multiply their complaints against the Adjutant General.3> At 
the same time he held that the Ministry were responsible for the mis- 
deeds of the Adjutant General, and ought to grant an investigation. 

No one could read the Lower Canada papers without seeing that numerous 
charges existed; and it should be remembered that complaints were not 
confined to one class of papers, but were also prominently put forth 
in the Herald36, a paper which stood - and deservedly so - among the 
highest of the Conservative Journals; had given currency to them.37 An 
enquiry should, in justice to the Adjutant General himself, be entered 
into; for if he were not guilty, he had certainly been victimised38 , 
((and)) was a much calumniated man39. A specific fact could, however, 
be the only ground upon which to proceed. The hon. member further re- 
marked, that in Upper Canada militia appointments were made entirely 
irrespective of party, and it ought to be so in Lower Canada .40 


(144) 
The Question having been put upon the satd motion, a divtston en- 
sued, and the names being called for, they were taken down as follow- 
eth:-- 


(145) 
YEAS. 


Berthelot, Cauchon, Chauveau, DeWttt, Jobin, Lacoste, Lantier, 


838 


Laurtn, Macdonell of STORMONT, and Scott.--(10.) 
NAYS. 


Baldwin, Bertrand, Boulton, Bouthtllter, Cayley, Chabot, Chalmers, 
Christie, Colville, Cummings, DeBleury, Dickson, Attorney General Draper, 
Drummond , Duggan, Ermatinger, Foster, Franchére, Gowan, Hale, Hall, La- 


Fontaine, Laterrtére, LeBoutillter, Leslie, Macdonald of CORNWALL, Mac- 


ee 








nell, Merrttt, Méthot, Meyers, Moffatt, Monro, Murney, Nelson, Papt- 











So tt passed tn the negative. 


On motion of Mr. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Lesite, 


Address, Wel- Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His 
Zand Canal Excelleney, the Administrator of the Government, 
TOLUS: praying that he wtll be pleased to cause to be 


latd before thts House, a Statement of the names 
of all Collectors of Tolls on the Welland Canal, and Cut at the mouth 
of the Chtppawa River, the amount of their salaries during the present 
year, together with the amount of Tolls collected by them respectively 
during that pertod. 


Ordered, That the said Address be presented to His Excellency, the Ad- 
mintstrator of the Government, by such Members of thts House as are 
of the Honourable the Executive Counetl of thts Province. 


Quebee and Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Aylwin have leave to 
Melbourne bring in a Btll to tnecorporate the Quebee and 
Ratlroad Bill. Melbourne Ratlroad Company. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the 
House, and the same was recetved and read for the first time, and or- 
dered to be read a second time on Monday next. 


Quebec St. Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Aylwin have leave 
George's So- to bring in a Bill to tneorporate the St. George's 
etety Incor- Soetety of Quebec. 

poration Bill. He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the 


House, and the same was recetved and read for the 
first time, and ordered to be read a second time on Monday next. 


On motton of Mr. Macdonell of Dundas, seconded by Mr. Meyers, 


Vanzandt's Resolved, That a Message be sent to the Honourable 
Reltef Bill. the Legtslative Council to request that their 


Honours will be pleased to communicate to this 
House a copy of the Minutes of Evidence taken before thetr Honourable 
House, on the Bill intituled, "An Act for the relief of Jultet Van- 
zandt, wife of Jacob L. Vanzandt, who claims as stster of the half 
blood of Richard Duncan, late of Willtamsburg, in the Eastern District 
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of thts Province." 


Ordered, That Mr. Macdonell of Dundas do carry the satd Message to the 
Legtslattve Council. 


On motton of Mr. Powell, seconded by Mr. Roblin, 


Universalists, Ordered, That the Select Committee to which were re- 
Qik) ferred the Petition of the Reverend David Leavitt 





and others, Mintsters and Members of the Chris- 
tian Untversaltst Assoctatton of Canada West, and the Petition of the 
Reverend Benjamin Fralick and others, the Ministers and Members of the 
Chrtsttan Universalist Assoctatton for Canada West, be dissolved; and 
that the satd Petitions be referred to the Standing Committee on Pri- 
vate Bills. 


Middlesex On motton of Mr. Dickson, seconded by Mr. Merrttt, 
Election. 


Ordered, That the Select Committee, appointed to try 
the mertts of the Petition of Willtam Notman, Esquire, of Dundas, in 
the Gore District, complatntng of the undue Election and Return of 
Edward Ermatinger, Esquire, to represent the County of Middlesex in 
this present Parltament, have leave to adjourn until Monday next. 





Order for at- The Order of the Day, that Mr. Seymour, Mr. La- 
tendance of coste, Mr. M'Connell, and Mr. Willtams, Members of 
certain Mem- the Select Comnittee appotnted to try the merits of 
bers tn thetr the contested Election for Middlesex, do severally 
places, read. attend in their places tn thts House this day, betng 
read; 

Order Dis- Ordered, That the satd Order of the Day be dtscharged; 
charged. Mr. Seymour, Mr. Lacoste, Mr. M'Connell, and Mr. 


Willtams, having been at the time sitting on 
another Eleetton Committee. 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY moved that the House do receive the report of 
the Committee on the resolutions to repeal the Act. 6 Vic. Chap. 3141, 


Carried.42 


(145) 
Act 6, Vic. Mr. Méthot, from the Committee of the whole 
Ch, al 5 ang. 2 House, to take tnto constderation the proprtety of 
Via Claes amending the Act 6 Vict., cap. 31, and the Schedule 
(Customs of Duties granted by 8 Viet. cap. 3, reported, ac- 
Duttes. ) cording to Order, the Resoluttons were again read 
at the Clerk's table, and are as followeth:-- 
Resoluttons. 1. Resolved, As the opinion of this Committee, 


that it ts expedient, that so much of the Act 6. 
Viet. chap. 31, as relates to the imposttton of a duty of three shtl- 
lings sterling per quarter, on Foretgn Wheat imported tnto thts Prov- 
tnee, be repeated. 
2. Resolved, As the opinion of this Committee, that a duty of 
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three shillings sterling per quarter, be imposed upon all Foretgn Wheat 
imported into this Province, except for the purpose of exportation, or 
to be ground in Bond, for exportatton. 

3. Resolved, As the optnton of thts Committee, that it ts expedient 
that so much of the Schedule of Duttes imposed by the Act 8, Viet., chap. 
3, as relates to the tmposttton of a duty of three shtllings sterling, 
per quarter, on Matze or Indtan Corn imported into this Province, from 
a Foreign Country, be repeated. 

4. Resolved, As the opinion of this Committee, that a duty of three 
shillings sterling per quarter be imposed upon all Foreign Maize or 
Indian Corn introduced into this Provinee, except for the purpose of 
exportation. 

5. Resolved, As the opinion of thts Committee, that tt ts expedt- 
ent that so much of the Schedule of Duties tmposed by the Act 8, Vict., 
chap. 8, as relates to the imposttion of a duty upon Muscovado, Clayed, 
Bastard and other Sugars, not refined, imported tnto thts Province, 
be repeated. 

6. Resolved, As the optnton of this Committee, that a duty of 
seven shtllings and stxpence, sterling, per hundred weight, be imposed 
upon Muscovado, Clayed, Bastard, and all other Sugars, not refined, 
imported into thts Province. 

7. Resolved, As the opinton of this Comntttee, that in addtttion to 
the arttcles enumerated in the Schedule to the satd Act 8, Vict., chap. 
3, on which duttes are imposed, all deseriptions of Dye-Woods be sub- 
jeet to and charged with an ad valorem duty of one per cent. 


On motion of the Honourable Mr. Cayley, seconded by the Honourable 
Mr. Attorney General Smith, 


Ordered, That the Question of Concurrence be now separately put upon 
each of the satd Resoluttons. 


The motion ... ((was)) made to concur in the first resolution. 43 


MR. WILLIAMS said that on the first occasion this question had come 
before the Committee, he had stated his objections to the repeal of 
the duties at the present moment under an impression, which although 
perhaps erroneous, he was allowed by the members of the administration 
still to retain for want of correction. He considered it unsafe, un- 
certain and unwise legislation to speculate on contingencies. His 
impression was, that by repealing this act, they might be thrown back 
on the old duty of three shillings per quarter on Wheat imported into 
England, if the new scheme ... did not receive the assent of the Imper- 
ial Parliament, and therefore it was dangerous to legislate until cer- 
tain information had been received from the Mother Country. He re- 
peated that was his impression; it might not be correct, and he would 
in that case desire to be put right by some hon. member of the adminis- 
tration. The hon. member then proposed to shew the position in which 
the country would stand if he were correct. Under the existing law, 
Wheat exported from Canada is allowed to be imported into Great Bri- 
tain at the mere nominal duty of one shilling per quarter, on condi- 
tion, and he called the attention of hon. members to this; on condi- 


841 


tion that the Provincial Parliament of Canada impose a duty of three 
shillings per quarter on foreign Wheat imported into the Province44, 

and only so long as it should be continued.45 The imperial statute then 
goes on to state that whereas the Provincial Parliament has imposed this 
duty of three shillings per quarter, Wheat imported into Britain from 
Canada shall be admitted at the low rate he had already mentioned. But 
repeal this duty of three shillings per quarter, which was looked upon 
as a great boon in Upper Canada (hear) at the time the act was passed, 
and what will be the consequences? There may be a dissolution of the 
Imperial Parliament to-morrow; no person could say positively what had 
occurred in Britain, and if that should happen we would be thrown back 
on the old duty of three shillings per quarter on Canadian Wheat im- 
ported into Britain, until a new Parliament should meet and pass an act 
affirming these resolutions. If he were wrong in the view he took of 
the question, he desired to be corrected by the Hon. Attorney General, 
West, who would gain an accession of strength in the House by doing so. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said that the hon. gentleman might rest assured 
that4’ Ministers were not so careless of legal points as not to have 
taken_such an important question as that proposed into their considera- 
tion*®8. The administration had paid the most anxious attention to all 
the consequences likely to result from its passage. And when the prin- 
ciple contained in these resolutions was assented to and the bill intro- 
duced, he would find that it was provided by a clause in the bill, that 
the present rates of duty be continued till the new act receive the as- 
sent of the Imperial Parliament. (Hear.) The Government had omitted 
no part of its duty but had fully provided against any such contingen- 
cies as the hon. member feared. With respect to what his hon. friend 
said as to the probable dissolution of the Imperial Parliament, he 
must confess he would be much surprised if such an event took place, 
but even if it did, no injury could result as the clause he mentioned 
would save the bill.4 


MR. MOFFATT made some remarks which were inaudible. 29 


(146) 
Resoluttons. And the first of the said Resoluttons being agatn 
read, and the Question being put thereon, a dtvtston 
ensued, and the names being called for, they were taken down as follow- 
eth:-- 
YEAS. 


Boulton, Cayley, Chalmers, Christie, Colville, Cummings, Daly, De- 
Bleury, DeWitt, Dickson, Attorney General Draper, Drummond, Duggan, 
Ermatinger, Foster, Gowan, Hale, Hall, LeBouttllier, LeMoine, Mac- 
donald of CORNWALL, Macdonald of KINGSTON, M'Connell, Merritt, Meyers, 
Moffatt, Monro, Murney, Papineau, Petrie, Riddell, Robinson, Scott, 
Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Smtth of FRONTENAC, Attorney General Smith, 
Stewart of BYTOWN, Stewart of PRESCOTT, Soltcitor General Taschereau, 
Viger, Webster and Woods. --(42.) 


NAYS. 
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Chabot, Chauveau, Franehére, Jobin, Lacoste, LaFontaine, Lantier, La- 
terriére, Laurin, Leslte, Macdonell of STORMONT, Méthot, Powell, Price, 
Roblin, Rousseau, Seymour, Smtth of WENTWORTH, Taché, Thompson and Wil- 


liams. Tiams.--(28.) 


So tt was carrted in the afftrmative. 

The second of the said Resolutions being agatn read, and the Questton 
being put thereon, tt was agreed to unanimously. 

The third of the satd Resoluttons betng again read, and the Question 
being put thereon, a diviston ensued, and the names being called for, 
they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YEAS, 


Boulton, Cayley, Chalmers, Christie, Colville, Cummings, Daly, De- 
Bleury, DeWitt, Dickson, Attorney General Draper Draper, Drummond, me 
Ermatinger, Foster, Gowan, Hale, Lantter, LeBouttliter, LeMoine, Mac- 
donald of CORNWALL , Macdonatd of KINGSTON, Macdonell of DUNDAS, M'Con- 
MEL; «I Meyers, Moffatt, Monro, Murney, Paptneau, Petrie, Riddell, ~ Robtn- 
son, Scott, Sherwoo of BROCKVILLE, Smith of FRONTENAC, Attorney Gen- 
eral Biren. Smith of WENTOWRTH, Stewart of BYTOWN, Stewart of PRES- 
COmr, Soltcttor Ge General Taschereau, Viger, Webster, and Woods.--(43.) 


NAYS. 


Armstrong, Aylwin, Baldwin, Berthelot, Bertrand, Cauchon, Chabot, 

Desaulnter, Franchére, Jobin, Johnston, Lacoste, LaFontatne, | Laurin, 

Lestte, Macdonell of STORMONT, Méthot, Powell, Price, Roblin, Rous: Rous- 
eee 


seau, Seymour, and Taché.--(23. 














So tt was carried tn the affirmative. 

The fourth and fifth of the satd Resolutions being again severally 
read, and the Question betng separately put upon each, they were agreed 
to unantmously. 

The stxth of the satd Resoluttons being agatn read, 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY ... moved that the ((sixth)) resolution lower- 
ing the duty on unrefined sugars be adopted. 


(146) 
The Honourable Mr. Aylwin moved, seconded by Mr. Chauveau, that the 
satd Resolutton be recomnttted to the Committee of the whole House, to 
reconstder the duty proposed thereby to be tmposed. 


MR. AYLWIN ... ((moved this amendment)) for the following reason, - 
Sugar was one of the necessaries of life, and in order to put it with- 
in the reach of the poor he would wish to have the duty reduced, and 
the duties on luxuries increased, but the reverse seemed to be the view 
taken of it by the Government who seemed inclined to lower the duties 
on luxuries, and increase them on those articles which were absolutely 
the necessaries of life. He was well aware that there were hon. mem- 
bers on the other side of the House who would say that the scale of 
duties proposed by Government should be carried; but he would beg them 
to remark that this particular portion of the scheme would have the 
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effect of putting into the pockets of the sugar refiners - the hon. mem- 
ber for Montreal would understand him52-- 


MR. MOFFATT - yes3. 


MR. AYLWIN ((continued:)) The exact sum of five shillings, there 
being no necessity for giving them any thing of the sort. It appeared 
by the same resolution that there was to be the same duty levied on 
Muscovado, a raw sugar, and Clayed, Bastard, and other kinds which are 
partially refined. Hon. members must be aware that all the sugars im- 
ported into this Province were not the produce of free labour; on the 
contrary, a great part of it came into the Province from Cuba by way 
of Halifax, or else as Clayed and Bastard sugars came by way of Great 
Britain where they received a degree of refinement which, nevertheless 
allowed them to pass at the same duty as raw sugars. On this subject 
he had great pleasure in concurring with the Board of Trade, although 
he did not feel very sure that it represented the trade of Quebec, but 
let that be as it may, he concurred with it on this subject and found 
the scheme of the hon. Inspector General faulty, he therefore moved 
that this resolution be referred back to a Committee of the whole 
House. ". 


(146) 
The Question having been put upon the satd motion, a dtviston en- 
sued, and the names being called for, they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YEAS. 


Armstrong, Aylwin, Baldwin, Berthelot, Bertrand, Bouthilliern, Cauchon, 


ee 
ee — eee eS eee eee eee 


NAYS. 


Boulton, Cayley, Chalmers, Christie, Colville Cummings, Daly, De- 
Bleury, Dickson, Attorney General Draper, Duggan, Ermatinger, Foster, 
Gowan, Hale, LeBoutilltier, Leslte, Macdonald of CORNWALL, Macdonald of 


ee 


wood of BROCKVILLE, Smtth of FRONTENAC, Attorney General Smtth, Stewart 
of BYTOWN, Stewart of PRESCOTT, Soltcitor General Taschereau, Viger, 
Webster, and Woods.--(41.) 


So tt passed tn the negative. 

The stxth of the satd Resolutions being then agatn read, and the 
Question being put thereon, a division ensued, and the names being 
called for, they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YEAS. 





Boulton, Cayley, Chalmers, Christie, Colville, Cummings, Daly, De- 
Bleury, Dickson, Attorney General Draper, Duggan, Ermatinger, Foster, 
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Gowan, Hale, LeBouttllter, Leslte, Macdonald of CORNWALL, Macdonald of 
KINGSTON, Maedonell of DUNDAS, M'Connell, Meyers, Moffatt, Monro, Mur- 

















Chabot, Chauveau, Desaudniers, DeWitt, Drumnond, Franchére, Jobin, John- 





a ee 


So tt was carried tn the affirmative. 
The seventh of the satd Resolutions betng again read, and the Ques- 
tion betng put thereon, tt was agreed to unantmously, and 


Resolved, That thts House doth coneur with the Committee in the satd 


Resolutions. 
Customs Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Cayley have leave 
Duties BILe. to bring tn a Bill to alter and amend the duties 


imposed on the importation of certain articles 
therein menttoned. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Tuesday next. 


Common Mr. Chabot, from the Committee of the whole 
School Btll, House, on the Bill for the better establishment and 
(er ice) maintenance of Common Sehools tn Upper Canada, re- 


ported, according to Order, the amendments made by 
the Commtttee to the satd Bill, whtch amendments were agatn read at 
the Clerk's table, and are as followeth:-- 


First Clause:-- 

Ftll up the first blank with the following words:--"A salary not to 
exeeed five hundred pounds, currency, per annum, and to bear 
such a proportion to that sum as the sum of public monies patd 
towards the support of Common Schools tn that part of thts Prov- 
tnee called Upper Canada, bears to that patd towards the sup- 
port of Common Schools tn that part of thts Province called 
Lower Canada." 


Fill up the second blank with the words, "One hundred and seventy- 
five pounds." 


Fifth Clause:-- 
Fill up the first blank with "Fifteen hundred pounds." 
Fill up the second blank with "Fifteen hundred pounds." 


(147) 
Etghth Clause:-- 
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Strtke out the Proviso at the end of the satd Clause. 


Tenth Clause:-- 

Add the following Proviso at the end of the said Clause:--"Provided 
always that the Title to any Common School House, and the Land 
and Premtses appurtenant thereto, now vested in Trustees or 
other persons, to and for the use of any Common School, or here- 
after to be purchased, acquired, and conveyed for such use, 
shall be vested in the District Council of the Distrtet in whtch 
such School Houses and Lands are situated, in trust for the use 
of such School respectively." 


Twelfth Clause:-- 
Thirty and thirty-first lines--After "Clergyman," insert "or Minis- 
ters." 
Thirty-thtrd ltne--After "City," insert "the Judges of the District 
Court, the Warden of the Distrtet, and the Councillor or Coun- 
etllors representing the Muntetpal Counetl of the District." 


Nineteenth Clause:-- 
Ftll up the blank wtth the words:--"A sum not exceeding two pounds." 


Twentteth Clause:-- 
Thirty-fourth litne--Strike out "persons qualtfted to vote thereat," 
and tnsert "Landholders and householders." 


Twenty-first Clause:-- 
Add the followtng words at the end thereof:--"Provitded that any 
Trustee, tf willing, may be re-elected." 


Twenty-second Clause:-- 
First and second lines--Strtke out "restdent freeholder," and tn- 
sert "person." 
Third line--Fill up the blank with the words, "a sum not exceeding 
five pounds." 


Twenty-fifth Clause:-- 

Strtke out from "shall," in the thirty-seventh line, to "Corporation," 
tn the fortteth line. 

Forty-second and forty-thtrd lines--Strike out "property read or," 
and after "personal," insert "property." 

Forty-stxth line--Strtke out from "Corporation," tnelusive, to the 
end, and insert "District Council, for the several Common Schools, 
and tn trust for such Schools respectively." 


Twenty-stxth Clause, Third Seetton:-- 
Twenty-stxth line--Strike out "real or personal." 
Twenty-ninth and thirtieth lines--Stritke out "real or," and after 
"personal," tnsert "property." 


Same Clause, Forth Sectton:-- 
Forty-first line--Strtke out from "without," tnelustve, to "nor," 
inelusive, tn the forty-third line. 
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Same Clause, Fifth Sectton:-- 

Fourth line--After "cause," tnsert "in their dtscretion." 

Stxth line--Strtke out from "a sum," tnelusive, to "and," also, tin- 
elusive, tn the ninth line. 

Twenty-fourth line--Strike out from "equal," tnelusively to the end 
of the clause, and tnsert "sufficient with such allowance from 
the Common School Fund, for the purpose aforesatd." 

Strtke out the Sixth Section, and tnsert the following in lieu 
thereof :-- 

"Stathly--To prepare and determine a rate bill quarterly, con- 
taining the name of each person ltable to pay for the instruction 
of children sent by them to such Schools, and the amount for whitch 
he ts ltable, and by themselves, or any one of them, or by thet 
collector, to collect from every person named in such rate bill, the 
amount theretn charged agatnst him, and tn case they employ a col- 
lector, five per centum on each amount for the cost of collection, 
and to pay the amount so collected to the Teacher or Teachers en- 
titled to recetve the same; Provtded that every person sending a 
child or echtldren to any Common School shall be rated for a pertod 
of not less than two thirds of the current quarter." 


Same Clause, Seventh Seetton:-- 
Seventh line--Strtke out "assessment dtvistons," and tnsert "dis- 
trtet rates." 


Thirty-thtrd Clause:-- 
Fill up the ftrst blank with "Two hundred Pounds." 
Ftll up the second blank wtth "Forty Pounds." 


Thirty-fourth Clause:-- 
Fill up the first blank wtth "Forty Pounds." 
Fill up the second blank with "Fifty Pounds." 
Fill up the third blank wtth "Five Hundred Pounds." 


Thirty-frfth Clause:-- 
Thirtteth line--After "support of," insert "the Normal Sehool and." 
Fill up the blank with "Two hundred Pounds." 


After the Tenth Clause, add the following Clause, marked A:-- 

"And be tt further enacted, That where under or by virtue of any 
Act of the Legislature of thts Province, for the establtshment and 
maintenanee of Common Schools, any School House shall have been er- 
ected, which from any cause whatever shall not have been paid for, 
to the person or persons entitled to the same, and for which a rate 
shall not have been assessed upon the School section, or where such 
rate shall have been imposed but not collected, in which the same 
was so butlt, tt shall and may be lawful to and for the District 
Counetl of the District in which the same ts sttuate, to Levy by 
assessment a rate upon the tnhabttants of such School sectton, suf- 
ftetent tn amount to pay the same." 


On motton of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, seconded 
by the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smith, 


Ordered, That the Questton of Coneurrence be now separately put upon 
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each of the satd amendments. 
And the first of the satd amendments betng agatn read; 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER»? moved that the House do concur in the first 
blank being filled up with £500.56 


MR. ROBLIN - This is not the time to increase salaries, but they 
ought rather to be reduced, because there is now a plan before the Bri- 
tish Parliament, which will reduce the income of every farmer from 15 
to 20 per cent. A new officer is created by this bill - it is true 
there was an assistant superintendant before, to whom £500 is to be 
given; £175 is also allowed for a clerk and contingencies; there are 
also to be District Superintendants, who will on an average receive £50 
a-year. Men of superior education and ability can be found in the coun- 
try who would be willing to fill this situation for £300, especially as 
the officer is not required to reside in Toronto. The present Superin- 
tendant (Mr. Ryerson) belongs to the same denomination as he (Mr. R.) 
did; and he is the only individual of the numerous body who held any 
situation of profit, as he (Mr. R.) was the only one in the Legislature. 
He (Mr. R) hoped that Dr. Ryerson would be maintained in his situation, 
as he was well qualified to fill it; though he (Mr. R) would have pre- 
ferred to have an individual of no politics at all, in this important 
office, as he is obliged to meet and transact business with persons 
of all parties, and ought therefore to have their respect and confi- 
dence. The present incumbent took the office for £375, and if he should 
now be unwilling to retain his situation at that remuneration, there 
are plenty of other competent persons who would be willing to take his 
place. On a former occasion, when he made a similar motion to the one, 
he was now about to make, he was met by the objection, that the Super- 
intendant for Lower Canada had £500 a-year, and it would be unfair to 
make a difference between the officers, in the two sections of the Prov- 
ince; since that time a new school bill has been introduced for Lower 
Canada, and this objection can now be removed by reducing the salary of 
the Lower Canada Superintendant. He (Mr. R) was not prepared to give 
£1000 to the Superintendants of education in this Province. He moved 
that £375 be inserted instead of £500.°/ 


(147) 

Mr. Roblin moved, tn amendment thereto, seconded by Mr. Smith of 
Wentworth, that the words, "five hundred" be struck out, and the words 
"three hundred and seventy-five" be substttuted, as the salary whtch 
shall be received by the Superintendent of Schools. 

The Question having been put upon the satd motton, a divtston ensued, 
and the names being called for they were taken down as followeth:-- 





YEAS. 
Baldwin, Berthelot, Bertrand, Cauchon, Chabot, Cummings, Desaulniers, 
DeWitt, Franchére, fatistan Laterrtére, Laurtn, LeMoine, Leslte, Mac- 


aa eee RE Wee Mate ana | puma D ecaaomn? a_ummambema | | wana 


(148) 
donald of GLENGARRY, Macdonell of STORMONT, Merritt, Méthot, Powell, 
Price, Roblin, Rousseau, Scott, Seymour, Smith of WENTWORTH, and 
Taché.--(26.) 
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NAYS. 


Boulton, Cayley, Chalmers, Chauveau, Colville, Dickson, Attarney Gen- 
eral Draper, Drummond, Duggan, Ermatinger, LaFontatne, LeBoutillter, 
Maedonald of CORNWALL, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Meyers, Moffatt, Papineau, 
Riddell, Robtnson, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Smtth of FRONTENAC, Attorney 
General Smtth, Stewart of BYTOWN, Stewart of PRESCOTT, Soltettor Gen- 
eral Taschereau, Viger, and Woods.--(27.) 


So tt passed tn the negative. 


MR. ROBLIN said he was not in habit of making a factious opposition 
to ae measure, but he would now move that £400 be inserted instead of 
#500. °8 


(148) 

Mr. Roblin then moved in amendment to the satd ftrst amendment, 
seconded by Mr. Smith of Wentworth, that the words "Five Hundred" be 
struck out, and the words "Four Hundred" substttuted, as the Salary 
whteh shall be received by the Superintendent of Schools. 


MR. ERMATINGER - The hon. member for Prince Edward is adopting a 
cheap way of purchasing popularity. He (Mr. E) was well known not to 
be in favour of the present officer, but as he was obliged to associ- 
ate with gentlemen, he (Mr. E) thought he ought to have a respectable 
salary.29 


(148) 
The Question having been put upon the said motion, a dtvtston en- 
sued, and the names betng called for they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YEAS, 


Baldwin, Bertrand, Cauchon, Chabot, Cummings, Desaulniers, DeWitt, 
Franchére, Johnston, Lacoste, Laurin, LeMoine, Leslte, Macdonald of 
GLENGARRY, Maedonell of STORMONT, Merritt, Méthot, Monro, Powell, Price, 
Roblin, Rousseau, Scott, Seymour, Smtth of WENTWORTH, and Taché.--(26.) 


NAYS. 





Berthelot, Boulton, Cayley, Chalmers, Chauveau, Colville, Daly, Dick- 
son, Attorney General Draper, Drummond, Duggan, Ermatinger, Gowan, Hale, 
LaFontaine, Laterrtére, LeBouttllter, Macdonald of CORNWALL, Macdonald 
of KINGSTON, Meyers, Moffatt, Papineau, Riddell, Robinson, Sherwood of 
BROCKVILLE, Smtth of FRONTENAC, Attorney General Smith, Stewart of 
BYTOWN, Stewart of PRESCOTT, Soltettor General Taschereau, Viger and 
Woods.--(32.)) 


So tt passed in the negative. 

And the satd amendments betng agatn severally read, and the Question 
of Concurrence betng separately put upon each, they were agreed to by 
the House, and 


Resolved, That thts House doth concur with the Committee tn the satd 
amendments. 
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Ordered, That the satd Bill, as amended, be Engrossed. 


By town The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Counetl Bill. the Bill to define the limtts of Bytown, and to es- 


tabltsh a Town Council therein, betng read; 

The satd Bill was accordingly read, and referred to a Select Com- 
mittee, composed of Mr, Stewart of Bytown, Mr. Sherwood of Brockville, 
Mr. DeWitt, Mr. Willtams, Mr. Hale, Mr. Armstrong, and Mr. Johnston, 
to report thereon with all conventent speed; with power to send for 
persons, papers, and records. 


Authentic The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Actes Bill. the Bill for better regulating the formalities of 
authentte Actes passed before Notaries, being read; 
The satd Bill was accordingly read a second time. 


Notarial Pro- The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
fesston Bill. the Bill for the better regulation of the Notartal 


Professton tn Lower Canada, being read; 

The said Bill was accordingly read, and referred to a Select Com- 
mittee, composed of Mr. Laurin, the Honourable Mr. LaFontatine, the 
Honourable Mr. Viger, Mr. Soltettor General Taschereau, Mr. Lantier, 
Mr. Jobin, and Mr. Méthot, to report thereon wtth all conventent 


speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Great Western The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Ratlroad Bill. the Bill, to alter and amend the Charter of the 
Great Western Railroad Company, betng read; 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time on Wednesday next. 


Titles sto The Order of the Day for the House tn Committee, 
Lands Bill, to take into consideration Resolutions for the re- 
(Une) peal of so much of the Act of the Parliament of 


England, passed tn the Thirty-second year of the 

Retgn of Hts Majesty, King Henry the Eighth, whtch imposes a penalty 
upon the grantor and grantee of Land, and whtch declares, under cer- 
tain etreumstances therein mentioned, a title votd;--and also for the 
abrogation of any usage or custom of England, to the extent of invalt- 
dating the title of a purchaser, when a third party may be tn adverse 
possesston at the time of passing such title, and substituting in lteu 
of such Statute Law, Usage, and Custom of England, an Act to be in 
foree in Upper Canada, to enable parttes to dispose of Real Estate 
wtthout the dtsabtlity imposed by such Statute, Law, Usage and Custom 
of England, as aforesaid, being read; 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the satd Committee. 

Mr. Taché took the Chatr of the Committee, and after some time spent 
therein, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; 

And Mr. Taché reported that the Committee had come to a Resolution, 
which Resolution was agatn read at the Clerk's table, and agreed to by 
the House, and ts as followeth:-- 


Resolved, That tt is expedtent that hereafter no penal action shall be 
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maintained on the Act of the Parliament of England, passed in the 
32nd year of the Reign of King Henry the Eighth, and tntituled, "The 
Bill of Bracery and Buying of Titles" tn that part of thts Province 
formerly the Province of Upper Canada. 


Distrtet Court The Order of the Day for the House in Committee 
Bale eC. on the Bill to amend an Act passed during the last 


Sesston of thts Parliament, tntituled, "An Act to 
amend, consolidate, and reduce tnto one Act, the several Laws now tn 
force, establtshtng or regulating the practice of District Courts in 
the several Districts of that part of thts Provinee, formerly Upper 
Canada," being read; 

The House accordingly resolved ttself into the satd Committee. 

Mr. Macdonald, of Cornwall, took the Chatr of the Committee, and 
after some time spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 

And Mr. Macdonald, of Cormiall, reported that the Committee had gone 
through the Bill, and had made several amendments thereto, which he 
was directed to report to the House whenever it shall be pleased to re- 
cetve the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


Trial by Jury The Order of the Day for the House tn Committee 
BE, AU eens) for the constderatton of certatn Resoluttons to ex- 


tend the right of Trtal by Jury, tn certain cases tn 
Upper Canada, being read; 
The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Commtttee. 
Mr. Merritt took the Chatr of the Committee,®0 


MR. G. MACDONELL, of Dundas, had explained the resolutions on a for- 
mer occasion. The object he had in view was to take away from the mag- 
istracy the power they now had of trying breaches of the revenue laws, 
and to give the subject the right to be tried by a jury of his country- 
men. He (Mr. M'D.) considered that when the liberty or property of 
any individual was affected he ought to be able to demand a trial by 
jury. The present laws he considered to be unconstitutional and op- 
pressive. The law is now abused; for inspectors have brought indivi- 
duals 80 or 90 miles from their homes to answer for breaches of revenue 
laws. He (Mr. M'D.) wished to remedy this by obliging the inspector to 
prosecute individuals in the township in which they reside. He (Mr. 
M'D.) held that officials ought to be made to do their duty, for they 
are well paid. If the committee were not prepared to go as far as he 
proposed, he recommended that right of appeal should be granted from 
all decisions of magistrates to the Quarter Sessions. There was another 
subject which he was desirous of bringing before the committee, viz., 
that of licensing American Indeeper (sic). At present magistrates of- 
ten refuse these licenses, and they are obliged to take out licenses in 
other persons' names. He (Mr. M'D.) though they had opposed him at the 
last election, was desirous of encouraging them, for they kept the best 
houses, 61 


851 


MR. R. MACDONALD, of Cornwall, was not prepared to go the length that 
his friend, the member for Dundas, proposed. The magistrates do, gener- 
ally, perform their duty. It is well, however, to put a check upon them, 
by giving the parties a right of appeal. This will make them more care- 
ful, knowing that their decisions will be reviewed in another court. 

He (Mr. M'D.) was afraid his friend, the member for Dundas, would never 
get the votes of the Yankee innkeepers, as he was too loyal a man for 
them. He would say, never give a Yankee innkeeper a license, for they 
create around them a nest of republicans. They circulate the life of 
Washington, and such works, and the Pilot, which he never wished to see 
in the hands of any one. (Oh! oh!) 


MR. HALE would defend the Americans from the remarks of the hon. mem- 
ber for Cornwall. Perhaps that hon. gentleman does not know that seven 
of the supporters of the present Administration are returned from places 
which are inhabited almost exclusively by Americans. While many of our 
own countrymen turned traitors to the cause, the Americans of the East- 
ern Townships all required their representatives to support the consti- 
tutional views of that great and good man who has been obliged to leave 
us, but who has left a monument in our hearts. During the time which 
it is fashionable to designate as the troubles, there was not a man of 
them who had not a musket. They are the descendants of New Englanders; 
and perhaps they may be different from the Americans in Upper Canada, 
as he believed they came generally from the south. 63 


Laughter from the opposition. 64 


MR. ROBLIN said, the hon. member for Dundas ought not to blow hot and 
cold at the same time. He had voted against Yankee schoolmasters, and 
now he voted to introduce Yankee innkeepers. He (Mr. R.) would ask, 
where is the most politics talked, in a groggery or a school house?65 


MR. MONRO regretted exceedingly the remarks of the hon. member for 
Cornwall, and would put an end to the discussion by moving that the com- 
mittee do now rise.66 


At the recommendation of MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER, the resolution was 
amended to read thus: ‘Resolved, that in all cases of summary juris- 


diction, there will be a right of appeal, under certain restrictions. '"6/ 


This resolution was carried.68 


(148) 
and after some time spent therein, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; 
And Mr. Merritt reported that the Committee had come to a Resolution, 
whteh Resolution was again read at the Clerk's table, and agreed to by 
the House, and ts as followeth:-- 


Resolved, That it ts expedient and just, that in all cases of summary 
jurisdiction before Magistrates, a rtght of Appeal should be allowed 


under certain restrictions. 


Cae 


(149). 
Public The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Lands Bill. the Bill to extend the provtstons of the 13th sectton 


of an Act of the Province of Canada, intttuled, "An 
Act for the disposal of Publte Lands," and to amend the satd Act in 
other respects, and Goin to provide for the final settlement of Land 
Claims, being read;® 


MR. D. MACDONELL of Stormont moved that it be read a second time, /9 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER requested the hon. gentleman to postpone the 
second reading, as the Government had the subject under consideration 
and was about to bring down a bill on the subject. 


MR. SEYMOUR hoped the hon. member for Stormont would persist in his 
measure, unless the Government were prepared to adopt the principle of 
his bill, and do justice to the United Empire Loyalists. All who served 
in 1812 were entitled to a bounty; and he did not wish to throw any re- 
flections on the Lower Canada Militia, but from the extent of their 
boundary the Militia of Upper Canada had had most of the fighting. The 
Militia of Lower Canada had received scrip to a very large amount ag- 
ainst the law, while those of Upper Canada had received nothing. The 
provinces are now united and we should endeavour to become one people 
by treating each section impartially. The amount that is required to 
pay these United Empire loyalists and Militia men need not be a’ bug- 
bear as it only amounted to $11,000.72 


DR. TACHE defended the Lower Canada Militia. Their conduct during 
the last war had proved them to be a gallant and brave people. They 
had volunteered not only to defend their own country but they had fought 
bravely in Upper Canada and in the United States. /3 


MR. MERRITT. - This is a measure to grant land, and land is money. 
We have now a valuable property in wild lands and by husbanding it, we 
may raise a fund that will educate properly all the children of Canada. 
But in consequence of this scrip system and other measures, he feared 
that our lands will never be permanently useful to the Province. / 


MR. THOMPSON considered that the country was pledged to the United 
Empire loyalists, and they ought to be paid. The principle of this bill 
is founded on justice, and he trusted that this or some other similar 
measure would pass. 


MR. D. MACDONELL of Stormont. - Had the individuals, whose interest 
he advocated, been deprived of their property with their knowledge, he 
never would have introduced this bill, but the bill that he wished to 
amend was passed in 1841 and very few of them knew that it was passed, 
until the time expired. The United Empire loyalists were persons who 
resided in the United States previous to the revolution, who remained 
steadfast in their allegiance to the crown. To each of these indivi- 
duals who came to Upper Canada, were given 200 acres and the same for 
every son and daughter. The Militia who served in 1812 were allowed 
200 acres, while those who served during the remainder of the war, were 
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not allowed anything. He wished to give them also 100 acres, because 
their services were as pEeee if not greater, as those who served in the 
former part of the war. 6 


(149) 
Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time on this day fortnight. 


Simcoe Regis- The Order of the Day for the House in Committee 
try Offtee Bill. on the Bill to provide for the removal of the Regtis- 
try Office of the District of Simcoe, from tts pre- 

sent stte to Barrie, the District Town, being read; 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the satd Committee. 

Mr. Chalmers took the Chair of the Committee, and after some time 
spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr. 

And Mr. Chalmers reported the Bill back to the House. 


Resolved, That the said Bill be referred to a Select Committee, composed 
of the Honourable Mr. Robinson, Mr. Price, and Mr. Boulton, to re- 
port thereon with all convenient speed; with power to send for per- 


sons, papers, and records. 





Instruetton to Ordered, That tt be an Instruction to the satd Com- 
Committee. mittee, to adapt the Provistons of the satd Bill 
to the several Districts of Upper Canada. 


kingston In- The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
corporation the. BLL. to eamnenize the Town of Kingston, as a 
Bilig City, being read;!/ 


MR. J. A. MACDONALD, of Kingston, moved, that the Bill be now read 
a second time, stating that the contents of the Bill were similar to 
the one he had introduced last session, and that when the House_went 
into Committee on it, the clauses would be discussed in detail. 


MR. SMITH, of Frontenac, said he was opposed to some part of the 
Bill, he would however allow it to be read a second time, but when the 
House went into Committee upon it, he would oppose all that part of it, 
which would put any part of the debt of the Town upon his constituents, 
and he was also opposed to increasing the limits of the Town; he held 
a petition in his hand against it, signed by 750 respectable inhabi- 
tants, and he trusted the House would not sanction the Bill they had 
petitoned (sic) against./9 


MR. SEYMOUR, made some remarks about the difficulty the District 
Council has, to collect taxes from the Town, and stated that there was 
now a balance of £2,300, due from the Town to the District Council , 80 


MR. J. A. MACDONALD, of Kingston, said that there was a part of 
Kingston, containing between 3 and 4000 which was free from all taxes, 
and they of course petitioned this House to be kept free from all tax- 
ation; and that nearly one third of all the taxes levied by the Dis- 
trict Council, were levied in Kingston, which paid £1,200 a year to 
the District Council, and that Toronto, a city twice as large as Kings- 
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ton, only pays £600, a year to the District Council. 81 
(149) 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and comnttted to a Committee of 
the whole House on Monday next. 


Electton Law The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Amendment the Btll to repeal certain Acts therein menttoned, 
and to regulate Elections in Lower Canada of Mem- 
bers of the Legislative Assembly, being read; 

The satd Bill was accordingly read, and referred to a Select Commit- 
tee, composed of the Honourable Mr. LaFontatne, the Honourable Mr. 
Viger, Mr. Hale, Mr. Chabot, Mr. Taché, Mr. Drummond, and Mr. Leslie, 
to report thereon with all conventent speed; with power to send for 
persons, papers, and records. 


Bi WA oC.) 


Wild Fowl The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Preserva- the Bill for the better preservation of certain Wild 
CLONOBELL. Fowl tn the County of L'Istet, being read; 


The satd Btll was accordingly read, and comnitted 

to a Committee of the whole House. 

Mr. Chauveau took the Chatr of the Comnittee, and after some time 
spent therein, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 

And Mr. Chauveau reported that the Committee had gone uh the 
Bill, and had made several amendments thereto, which he was dtrected 
to report to the House whenever tt shall be pleased to receive the 
same. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


Presbytertan The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Synod Reltef the Bill to enable the Ministers of the Assoctate 
BiLb. Presbytertan Synod of North America to keep Regts- 





ters of Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials, performed 
by them, and for other purposes, betng read; 

The satd Btll was accordingly read, and committed to a Committee of 
the whole House. 

Mr. Boulton took the Chair of the Committee, and after some ttme 
spent therein, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

And Mr. Boulton reported that the Committee had gone through the 
Bill, and had made several amendments thereto, which he was directed 
to report to the House whenever tt shall be pleased to recetve the 
same. 


Ordered, That the Report be received to-morrow. 


Burns! Re- The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Lief Bill. the Bill for the reltef of Robert Easton Burns, 


Judge of the Home District Court, being read; 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time on Wednesday next. 
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Unttartans The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Reltef Bill. the Bill to afford relief to a certain Religious Con- 


gregation at Toronto, denominated "Unitarian Chris- 
ttans," betng read; 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and ordered to be Engrossed. 


Montreal The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Building So- the Bull to extend the provisions of the Act incor- 
erety Bill. porating the Montreal Butlding Soctety, to the sev- 


eral Cities and Towns in Upper Canada, being read; 

The satd Bill was accordingly read, and committed to a Committee of 
the whole House. 

Mr. Soltettor General Taschereau took the Chair of the Committee, 
and after some time spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

And Mr. Soltettor General Taschereau reported that the Committee 
had gone through the Bill, and had made several amendments thereto, 
whitch he was dtrected to report to the House whenever tt shall be 
pleased to receive the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


Ntagara_Inter- The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
national the Bill for erecting an international Bridge over 
Bridge Bill. the Niagara River, at or near the Falls of Ntagara, 


being read;82 


MR. MERRITT moved the second reading of a bill to incorporate a 
Company for the purpose of constructing a Bridge at Niagara Falls, which 
it was intended should rival them in grandeur. It would cost £50,000 
and he had no doubt of the success of the undertaking. The span would 
be 750 feet, not so great as that of a bridge at Freysburg in Switzer- 
land, of which the span was 900 feet.83 


MR. BOULTON was opposed to the measure. He had been informed by 
military men that it was a work which ought never to be completed. 4 


MR. MERRITT begged the hon. member to reserve the discussion until 
the House went into Committee on it®), 


(149) 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and Comnitted to a Committee of 
the whole House to-morrow. 


Quebec The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Trint ty the Bill to amend and consoltdate the Laws and Ordt- 
House Bill. nances now in force relating to the powers and dut- 


tes of the Corporation of the Trintty House of Quebec, 
to Pilots and Pilotage tn the Port of Quebec, and to the Quebec decayed 
Pilot Fund, and for other purposes, betng read; 


DR. LATERRIERE8® moved the adjournment.87 


After some conversation MR. AT. GEN. SMITH consented to the adjourn- 
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ment on condition that his bills respecting the Trinity Boards of Mont- 
real and Quebec, should stand first on the order for tomorrow. 


(149) 
On motton of the Honourable Mr. Laterrtére, seconded by Mr. Chabot, 


Orders Post- Ordered, That the remaining Orders of the Day be 
poned. postponed unttl to-morrow, and that the House do 


now adjourn. 
The House then adjourned. 


APPENDIX, 22 APRIL 1846. 


((WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: ADDRESS TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL CON- 
CERNING LOWER CANADA REBELLION LOSSES.) ) 90 


MR. SCOTT moved an address to the Governor General, for report of 
Commissioners on Rebellion losses in Lower Canada.91l 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH - said that the report referred to had been re- 
ceived and would be laid before the House as soon as it was copied; he 
would therefore, suggest that there was no necessity for the addcess.?2 


Motion withdrawn ((by)) MR. SCOTT.93 


FOOTNOTES - 22 APRIL 1846. 


LA MINERVE, 23 April 1846, commented that Wednesday "il ne s'est 
rien passé de bien important." 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 22 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 25 April 1846, in identical accounts; and MONTREAL GA- 
ZETTE, 24 April 1846. There is a commentary in LE JOURNAL DE QUE- 
BEC, 25 April 1846. LE CANADIEN, 24 April 1846, observed: ''Mer- 
credi soir il y eut des débats animés sur la motion de M. Laurin," 
while, according to LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 25 April 1846, "cette 
motion a soulevé des débats assez vifs." 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846, 

IBID. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

GBDK 

IBID. According to MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846, Berthelot made 
"a very vociferous speech against those members of the Ministry who 
belonged to the 'Race Canadienne,’ and the MIRROR observed that he 
spoke "indignantly" and "with much warmth." 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

IBID., which stated that he spoke “emphatically." 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

TBD. 

LBEDE 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

SEBS 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

IBID. The debate on this motion was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
24 April 1846; MIRROR, 22.April 1846, PILOT, 25 April 1846, and 
BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 30 April 1846, in identical accounts; and 
PILOT, 23 April 1846, whose account was copied by BATHURST COURIER, 
5 May 1846. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

IBID. 

ISSEY, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

IBID. 

IBM OD). 

IBID. PILOT, 23 April 1846, commented that Aylwin made his speech 
to an audience of "very unwilling listeners." 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

IBID. 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 22 April 1846, 
PILOT, 25 April 1846, and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 30 April 1846, in 
identical accounts; and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 April 1846, noted it. 
A commentary appeared in the PILOT, 23 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 22 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 25 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

IBID. 

BED. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 22 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 25 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

BS 

JU) IED) es 

IBID. 

BED) 

IBID. 

IBID. 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 22 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 25 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

LBEDE 

IBID. 

IBID. 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 22 April 1846, 
PILOT, 25 April 1846, and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 30 April 1846, in 
identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

EBLDS 

IBID. 

The following was reported by: MIRROR, 22 April 1846, PILOT, 25 
April 1846, and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 30 April 1846, in identical 
accounts. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

ERED 

According to LA MINERVE, 23 April 1846: 'La Chambre s'est encore 
ajournée hier soir 4 113 heures." 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 22 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 25 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 22 April 1846. 

IBID. 

IBID. 


THURSDAY, 23 APRIL 1846. 


(149) 
Petitions laid THE following Pettttons were severally brought 
on _ the table. up and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Soltettor General Taschereau,--The Pett- 

tton of M. Seott and others, of the Parish of St. Nicholas. 

By Mr, Riddell,--The Petttion of H. W. Barwick and others, of the 
District of Brock. 

By Mr. M'Connell,--The Petition of Taylor Little and others, of the 
Tounships of Hatley, tn the County of Stanstead. 

By Mr. Webster,--The Petttton of Dantel Macnab, Esquire, and others, 
of the Town of Hamtlton, tn the Distrtct of Gore. Gore. 

By Mr. Stewart of Bytown,--The Petition of Edward Mallock, Esquire. 

By Mr. Murney,--The Petitton of Milo M'Cargar, Esquire, and others, 
of South Gower. 

By Mr. Scott,--The Petition of Hyacinthe St. Germain and others, of 
the Parish of St. Eustache. 


(150) 

By Mr. Gowan,--The Petitton of James Donohoo, of the Townshtp of 
Marlborough, tn the District of Dalhouste; and the Petttton of James 
Seelye, of the Townshtp of Eltzabethtown, tn the County of Leeds. 

By Mr. Rousseau,--The Petttion of L'Esdras Manseault, Esquire, May- 
or, and others, the Muntetpal Counetllors of the Parish of St. Antotne 











By Mr. Berthelot,--The Petition of Michel Honoré St. Jorre, of the 
Parish of Rivtére Quelle; the Petition of Cy Cyprien rien LeBel, Esquire, and 
Rime’, on behalf 0; of the Muntetpal Counetl of the Parish Of ote 
Louts de Kamouraska, (relating to a Court of Justice); the Petition of 
Cyprien n LeBel, Esquire, and T. H. Ptnet, on behalf of the Muntetpat 
Counerl oF the Parish of St. Louis de k Kamouraska (relating to a Road); 
and the Petition of T. Charles Chapats, Esquire, Mayor, on behalf of 
the Municipal Council of St. Denis de la Boutetllerie. 

By the Honourable Mr. Papineau, --The Petition of Rtehard Somerville 
and others, members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in 
the Dtocese of Quebec. 

By Mr. Chabot,--The Petitton of the Mayor and Counetllors of the 
City of Quebec, praytng for the establishment of a Mayor's Court. 




















On motion of Mr. Chabot, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, 


Petition of Ordered, That the satd Petttton be now read, and that 
Mayor and the Rule of thts House of the twenty-etghth of 
Counetliors of June, one thousand etght hundred and forty-one, 
Quebec, read. be suspended as to the present Petttton. 


The said Petttion was read accordingly. 


Middlesex The Serjeant-at-Arms informed the House that, in 
Electton. obedtence to its Orders of the 20th instant, and in 
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conformity to the Warrant tssued by Mr. Speaker, he had taken into his 
custody William Horton and Thomas D. Warren, Esquires, Commissioners ap- 
pointed to receive evidence in the matter of the Contested Election for 
the County of Middlesex. 


On motion of the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, seconded by Mr. Williams, 


Ordered, That the Serjeant-at-Arms be dtrected to keep the satd William 
Horton and Thomas D. Warren, Esquitres, tn hts custody, unttl the 


further Order of the House. 


Petition of A Petition of Willtam Horton and Thomas D. Warren, 
Messrs. Horton Esqutres, Commissioners appointed to receive “evidence 
and Warren. tn the matter of the Contested Electton for the County 


of Middlesex, was presented to the House by Mr. Wil- 

liams, and the same was recetved and read, setting forth, 

That your Petitioners under the Comntsston directed to them tn that 
behalf, proceeded to take evidence, as by law requtred, on the 22nd 
day of February, 1845, at St. Thomas, in the County of Middlesex. That 
in consequence of the sttting Member for the said County having refused 
to proceed with the examination of evidence, on the alleged ground of 
the tllegaltty of the proceedings under the satd Commtsston, William 
Notman, Esqutre, the Petittoner, declined gotng into evidence of bad 
votes, except in one Townshtp, and parttally in stx other Townships, 
as wtll appear by the copy of the evidence and minutes of the proceed- 
tings of your Petitioners, now tn possesston of your Honourable House. 
That your Pettttoners, by reason of Parliament not being then in Ses- 
ston, adjourned from time to time until the seventh of April tnstant, 
and that such last adjournment was made for the following reasons: Be- 
cause your Pettttoners were aware that both the Petitioner, Willtam 
Notman, and the sttttng Member would be in Montreal at the opening of 
the present Sesston of Parltament, and your Petittoners were of optn- 
ton that from the mutual admisstons and statements of the Pettttoner and 
sttting Member of the evidence having only been partially taken, your 
Pettttoners would be ordered either to proceed tn completing the evt- 
denee throughout all the Townshtps, or to transmit the evidence and 
minutes already taken and entered, to your Honourable House, and that 
your Petitioners, therefore, supposed that an adjournment unttl the 
seventh tnstant would afford the Committee an opportuntty of stgntfytng 
thetr deetston as to what your Petitioners were required to do. That 
your Petitioners regret that thetr adjourmnent to so late a pertod, 
and thetr delay tn transmitting the evtdence has tneurred the censure 
of your Honorable House, and they hope thetr want of promptness wtll 
be attributed to their inexperience tn the matter, tt having been the 
first tnvesttgation tn whteh they had been engaged, and belteving, as 
they did, that the course they had adopted was the proper one. Your 
Pettttoners therefore respectfully pray, your Honourable House wtll 
be pleased to take a favourable view of their proceedings tn the pre- 
mises, and relteve them from their attendance upon the Summons issued 
against them to appear before the Bar of your Honourable House. 


Unttartans An Engrossed Bill to afford reltef to a certain 
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Reltef Bill. Religtous Congregation at Toronto, denominated 
"Unttartan Christians," was read for the third time. 


Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That Mr. Price do carry the satd Btll to the Legislative Coun- 
cil, and destre thetr concurrence. 


Petitions read. Pursuant to the Order of the Day the followtng 
Petttions were read:-- 

Of John Oswald and others, English inhabttants of the Partsh of St. 
Augustin, tn the County of Two Mountains; praying for certain amendments 

to the Common School Act. 

Of L. E. Globensky and others, of the Partsh of Ste. Scholastique, 
in the County of Two Mountains. 

Of Willtam Morrin, Esquire, and others, of the Partsh of St. Augustin, 
in the County County of Teo. Two Mountains; praying for the construction of a Road 
through St. Eustache, Petit Brulé to Belle Riviére, and thence to Gren- 
ville. 

Of Charles C. Cotton and others, of Shefford, and other Townshtps in 
the Districts of Shefford and St. Johns; praying that the late terri- 
tortal division of the District of Miss: Misstsquot may be restored for Judt- 
etary purposes, and that Nelsonville be the place of holding the Court. 

Of Wtlltam Baker and others, Trustees of the Dunham Academy; praytng 
for an atd tn support of the satd Academy. 

Of Andrew Billing and others, of the Townshtp of Sutton, in the Coun- 
ty of Misstsquot; praytng that the Imperial Act relating to the Clergy 
Reserves may not be tnterfered with. 

Of Hosea Shaw and others, of Broek and other Townships, tn the Home 
District; praying for the completion of the Road from Windsor to Stur- 

eon Ba 

Of Phillip Hoofstetter and others, of the Partsh of St. Joseph de 
Soulanges, tin the County of Vaudreutl; praying that the Land of a cer- 
tatn Road, no longer used, may be revested tn them respectively. 

Of the Reverend WeDo H. Hobson and others, members of the Untted 
Church of England and Ireland, in the Partsh of Chatham, tn the Dio- 
cese of Toronto;--of the Reverend J. Wilson and others, members of the 
United Church of England and Ireland, in the Mission of Colborne and 
Grafton, in the Diocese of Toronto;--of Welitam Armstrong and others, 
members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in the Townships 
of Markham and Vaughan, tn the Diocese of rene the Reverend 


(161) 

Willtam Leeming and others, members of the Untted Church of England 
and Ireland, tn Stamford, tn the Parish of Chippawa, in the Diocese of 
Toronto ;--of Frederick Mack and others, members of the Untted Church 
of England and Ireland, in Amherstburg and tts vicinity, in the Dtocese 
of Toronto;--of H. B. -H. B. Wilson and others, members of the United Church 
of England and Ireland, in the Townshtp of Hamilton, in the Gore Dis- 
triet, in the Dtocese of Toronto;--and of John O. Hatt, and others, 
menbore of the Untted Chureh of England and Tretand, tn the Town of 
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Hamtlton, tn the Diocese of Toronto; praying that measures may be 
adopted for vesting in the Church Soctety of the Diocese of Toronto, 
for the benefit of the satd Church, such a portion of the Clergy Re- 
serve Lands as shall correspond wtth thetr share of the tnecome aris- 
tng from the same. 

Of the Reverend Willtam Fraser and others, tnhabitants of the Settle- 
ment of Breadalbane, Glengarry, praying that the Imperial Act relating 
to the Clergy Reserves may not be interfered with. 

Of Janes Hamtlton and others, of Dumfries, Waterloo, and other Town- 
shtps; praying for atd to construct a Road to the Hast Boundary of the 
Huron Tract. 

Of Philip Austin, Prestdent, and James Covernton, Secretary, of the 
Talbot District Agricultural Soctety; praying for the establishment of 
a Professor's Chatr on Chemistry, tn tts applteatiton to Agrtculture, 
tn the Untverstty, and also for the establishment of Model Farms. 

Of the Reverend John Harlin and others, the Ministers and members of 
the "New Jerusalem Chureh;" praytng that they may enjoy the same rights 
and privileges as other reltgtous denominattons. 

Of S. F. Goudreault, Esqutre, and others,.of the Parish of St. Jean 
des Chaillons, in the County of Lotbintére; praying that Lotbiniére may 
be maintained as the place of the Registry Office, and that the Circuit 
Court may be held there. 

Of Jean Baptiste Laliberté, Lieutenant. in the First Battalton of 
Militta, of the County of Lotbintére; complaining of tnjustice done 
him by the Adjutant General in regard to a Militia appointment. 

Of Robert Ferguson and others, of Kitley, and other Townships, in 
the County of Leeds; praying for the establtshment of a Post Office, tn 
a certain part of the satd Townshtp, and that John Brennan be appotnted 
Deputy Post Master. 

Of Arehtbald Campbell, Esquire, and others, of the City of Quebec; 
praying for an equal representation of the different Wards in the Coun- 
etl of the satd City. 

Of Julten Chouinard, Esquire, and others, of the City of Quebec; pray- 
tng that Hawkers and Pedlars may be prohibited from exerctsing their 
calling, as such, in the City of Quebec. 








Petitions Ordered, That the Petition of the Reverend J. Wilson, 
yejerreg i= ~~ and others, members of the United Church of Eng- 
Ren) a land and Teetana: tn the Misston of Colborne and 
son, et al. Grafton, tn the Diocese of Toronto; the Petition 
25 Se of Thomas EBwart, Esquire, and others, of the 

T. Ewart, City of Toronto; the Petition of M. T. O'Betrne 

et al. and others; and the Petition of J. M. Cramp, in 

M. T. O'Beirne, behalf of the Canada Baptist Union, be referred 
tt ae On ae to the Seleet Committee, to which was referred 





the Petition of cee Roe and others, of the 


Canada_Bap- County of Russell other references. 
ttst Unton. 


R. Ferguson, Ordered, That the Petition of Robert Ferguson and 
et al others, of kitley, and other Townships, in the 
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the County of Leeds, be referred to the Select Committee appointed to 
enqutre into The eee Post Office Department. 


Pi * ROY, etal! Ordered, That the Petition of Féréol R Roy, Esquire, 

and others, inhabitants of the South Shore of 
the River St. Lawrence, in the District of Quebec, be referred to the 
Select Committee, to whtch was referred the Petition of Horatto N. 
Patton, Esquire, and others, citizens of Quebec, and inhabitants of 
the Parish of Potnt Levt. 


S. F. Goud- Ordered, That the Petition of S. F. Goudreault, 
requit, etal. Esqutre, and others, of the Parish of St. Jean 





des Chatllons, in Te County of Lotbintére, be 
referred to the Select Committee, to which was referred the Petttton 
of Julten Demers, Esquire, and ee of the Partshes of Ste. Croix 
and St. Flavten, tn the County of Lotbiniére, and other references. 





New Jerusalem Ordered, That the Petition of the Reverend John Har- 
Church. Lin and others, the Minister and members of the 


"New Jerusalem Church," be referred to the 
Standing Committee on Private Bills. 


J. Choutnard, Ordered, That the Petitton of Julien Chouinard, Es- 

Ob Ge. qutre, and others, of the City of Quebec; and 
the Petition of the Mayor and Councillors of the 

ogee City of Quebec, (relating to a Mayor's Court); 


oie be referred to the Select Comnittee to which 
was referred the Petition of the Mayor and 
etllors of the City of Quebec, and other references. 


I, Beecher. Resolved, That the Petttion of Isaac Beecher, of the 
Town of Brockville, tn the District of Johns- 

town, be referred to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Sherwood of 

Brockville, Mr. Macdonald of Kingston, and Mr. Seymour, to examine 

the contents thereof, and to report thereon wtth all convenient speed; 

with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


J. Chamber- Resolved, That the Petition of J. B. A. Chamberland, 
land, et al. Esquire, and others, of the County of Rimouski 

be referred to a Select Committee, composed of 
Mr. Bertrand, the Honourable Mr. Baldwin, the Honourable Mr. Laterriére, 
Mr. Taché, and Mr. Cauchon, to examine the contents thereof, and to 
report thereon with all conventent speed; wtth powers to send for per- 


sons, papers, and records. 














MR. HALE ... moved that a petition to alter the nepbe sents bien of 
the city of Quebec be referred to a select committee. 


MR. AYLWIN asked to see the petition?. 
The petition was handed to him3. 


He, MR. AYLWIN, had seen the petition4. ((He)) said it was an extra- 
ordinary circumstance, that a petition coming from his constituents 
should be brought before the House by the hon. member for Sherbrooke. 
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(Cae)? was sure there had been foul play some where, © some underhand 
work. (Ironical Cheers. )8& 


MR. HALE rose to order. Did the hon. member mean to charge him with 
foul play?? ((He)) called upon the Speaker for protection for himself 
and the petitioners against the assertions of the member for Quebec ,10 


The Speaker, MR. MORIN, did not consider that the term "foul play" 
was applied by the hon. gentleman to the member for Sherbrooke.11 ((He)) 
conceived, that in using these expressions, Mr. SeaeRee did not attribute 
such motives to the hon. member for Sherbrooke. 


MR. AYLWIN repeated his assertions, that it was by foul play.13 
MR. HALE again rose to order. He wished to protect the petitioners .14 


MR. AYLWIN said he was their protector .15 He was the representative 
of Quebec, (Ironical Cheers) and the person whose duty it was to pro- 
tect the interests of the inhabitants; and ... he required no assistance 
from the honble member. ... ((He)) would tell that hon. member what 
he thought of him.t6 He would be the last man to apply to that hon mem- 
ber for protection, for although he often boasted of being a native of 
Quebec, he (Mr. A.) looked upon the hon. member as the greatest enemy 
of that city. (Hear, hear.) He repeated that there was underhand work 
in this matter, for in looking over the signatures which occupied the 
most prominent places, he was convinced there was not one man who would 
not have sent the petition for him for presentation. However the sub- 
ject would again come before the House, and he would then make those 
statements. The hon. member for Sherbrooke had misapprehended him. He 
was glad this petition was about to be referred to a committee; the 
sooner the better.!/ When he went down to his native city again, he 
would find out - yes, he would find out by whose instrumentality the 
petition was sent to the member for Sherbrooke.18 He would discover 
the person who had exerted so much influence, and he would merely say, 
that whoever it was he should suffer for Te (Ironical Cheers.) 29 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD expressed his hope that the hon. member for 
Quebec would not consider the fact of this petition being entrusted to 
another member of that House to present as a vote of want of confidence. 
(Cheers and laughter.) He hoped the hon. gentleman would not feel 


called upon to resign - that would be too great a loss. - (Cheers and 
laughter.) 21 

(151) 
A. Campbell, Resolved, That the Petition of Archtbald Campbell, 
et tal: Esqutre, and others, of the Ctty of Quebec, be 


referred to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. 
Hale, Mr. Chrtstte, Mr. Chabot, Mr. Gowan, and the Honourable Mr. Mof- 
fatt, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon with all 
conventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 








Message from A Message from the Legtslative Counetl, by John 
Legislative Fennings Taylor, Esquire, one of the Masters in 


Counetl. Chaneery. 
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Real Property MR. SPEAKER, 
Conveyance The Legislative Council have passed the Bill in- 
Bills tituled "An Act to facilitate the conveyance of "Real 


Property," without any amendment. 
And then he wtthdrew. 


Stmcoe Regts- The Honourable Mr. Robtnson, from the Select Com- 
try Office Bill. mtttee to which was referred the Bill to provide for 

the removal of the Regtstry Office of the Dtstrtct of 
Stmeoe from tts present site to Barrie, the District Town, reported 
that the Committee had gone through the Btll, and had made an amend- 
ment thereto, whtch amendment was again read at the Clerk's table. 


(152) 
Ordered, That the satd Btll and Report be committed to a Committee of 
the whole House on Monday next. 


Private Bills. Mr. Hale, from the Standing Committee on Private 

Bills, presented to the House the Ninth Report of 
the satd Committee, whtch was again read at the Clerk's table, and ts 
as followeth:-- 








British Amer- Your Commtttee have constdered the Petition of 
tean Mining the Honourable Peter M'Gill and others, Trustees of 
Assoctattion. the British Amertcan Mintng Assoctatton, praying for 


an Act of Incorporation to enable them to explore and 

work certain copper and other mines on the shores of Lake Supertor, 
whteh they have obtained a license from the Government to explore, and 
also such others as may be found in any other parts of the Province. 

Your Commtttee are disposed to recommend that the powers prayed for 
by the pettttoners be granted, so far as relates to the mines sttuate 
tn the tract of country whtch they have been already authorized to ex- 
plore, but they are decidedly of opinion that the operations of the 
Company should be confined to the tract tn questton. 


Dundas Stxth They have also constdered the Petttion of Wrlltam 
Line Road. Gamble and others, praying to be incorporated under 
the style and title of the Dundas Street and Sixth 
Line Road Company. The petitioners do not appear, so far as your Com- 
mittee have been able to ascertain, to have published any notice of 
their intentton in any newspaper published in the Home District; but 
as a notice appeared in the Offictal Gazette for at least three months 
prior to the presentation of the petition, they submit the matter for 
the constderation of your Honourable House, and should the said notice 
be deemed to have been sufficient, they would recommend that the prayer 
of the petttion be complied wtth. 


Toronto Incor- Ordered, That Mr. Boulton have leave to bring ina 
poration Act Bill to amend the Act of Incorporation of the 
Amendment Bill. City of Toronto. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the 
House, and the same was received and read for the first time, and 
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ordered to be read a sécond time on Wednesday next. 


On motion of Mr. Merritt, seconded by Mr. Dickson, 


Address, Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Statement His Excellency, the Admintstrator of the Gov- 
of Imports. ernment; praytng that he will be pleased to dir- 


eet the Inspector General to lay before this 
House, a Statement of the Imports for the years 1842, 1843, 1844, and 
1845; specifying the quantities of each article, the duttes thereon 
per lb. or gallon; and amount for each year, separating the quantity 
recetved from Sea and Inland. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency, the Ad- 
mintstrator of the Government, by such Members of thts House, as 
are of the Honourable the Executive Council of thts Province. 


Member added Ordered, That Mr. Laurtn be added to the Select Com- 
to a Committee. mittee, to whitch was referred the Petition of the 


Reverend J. Paquin and others, of the County of 
Two Mountains. 


Leave of Ordered, That Mr. Armstrong have leave to absent him- 

Absence. self from thts House until the end of the pre- 
sent Sesston, on account of tll health. 

Member added Ordered, That Mr. Berthelot be added to the Select 

to a Committee. Committee, to whitch was referred the Petition of 


the Mayor and Counetllors of the City of Quebec, 
and other references. 


District Courts The Order of the Day for recetving the Report of 

PELE Us Ca) the Commtttee of the whole House, on the Bill to amend 
An Act passed durtng the last Sesston of thts Parlta- 

ment, tntituled, "An Act to amend, consoltdate, and reduce into one 

Act, the several laws now tn force, establishing or regulating the prac- 

ttee of District Courts in the several Districts of that part of thts 

Provinee, formerly Upper Canada," betng read; 


Ordered, That the satd Bill and Report be recommitted to a Committee 
of the whole House to-morrow. 


Wild Fowl Pro- Mr. Chauveau, from the Committee of the whole 
teetton Bill. House, on the Bill for the better preservation of 

certain Wild Fowl tn the County of L'Islet, reported 
according to Order, the amendments made by the Committee to the said 
Bill, whitch amendments were again read at the Clerk's table, and agreed 
to by the House. 





Ordered, That the satd Bill, as amended, be Engrossed. 


Presbytertan Mr. Boulton, from the Committee of the whole 
Synod Reltef House, on the Btll to enable the Mintsters of the 
Bill Assoctate Presbyterian Synod of North America, to 


keep Regtsters of Baptisms, Marriages, and Burtals 
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performed by them, and for other purposes, reported, according to Order, 
the amendments made by the Committee to the satd Bill, whitch amendments 
were again read at the Clerk's table, and agreed to by the House. 


Ordered, That the satd Bill, as amended, be Engrossed. 


Montreal Mr. Soltettor General Taschereau, from the Commit- 
Butlding So- tee of the whole House, on the Bill to extend the 
etety Bill. provtstons of the Act tneorporating the Montreal 


Building Soctety to the several Cities and Towns in 
Upper Canada, reported, according to Order, the amendments made by the 
Committee to the satd Bill, whteh amendments were again read at the 
Clerk's table, and agreed to by the House. 


Ordered, That the said Bill, as amended, be Engrossed. 


Supply. The Order of the Day for the House tn Committee 
on the Supply granted to Her Majesty, being read; 


Ordered, That the said Order of the Day be postponed until Tuesday next. 


Trinity House The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Bill, (Quebec.) the Bill to amend and consolidate the Laws and Ordin- 
anees now tn force relating to the powers and duties 

of the Corporation of the Trinity House of Quebec, to Pilots and Pilot- 
age tn the Port of Quebec, and to the Quebec decayed Pilot Fund, and 
for other purposes, betng read; 

The Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smith moved, seconded by the Hon- 
ourable Mr. Cayley, that the satd Bill be now read a second time. 22 





MR. AT. GEN. SMITH - His intention was to refer the bill to a select 
Committee, and as he was not aware of any objection to the principle 
contained in it, he would now move for its second reading in order to 
have as little delay as possible. He had several amendments himself to 
propose and he hoped hon. members would reserve the discussion on it 
till it was taken up in Committee of the whole, when any particular 
clause could be as fairly dircussed (sic) as at the present moment. 23 


MR. CHABOT opposed the principle of referring Bills of this nature 
to Committees, the Ministry ought to be strong enough to assume the res- 
ponsibility of them. There were some of the details of this Bill very 
objectionable. He was opposed to that clause which compelled Pilots 
before being allowed to act as such; being compelled to serve for three 
years in square rigged vessels. Canadian parents would not like to sub- 
ject their children to the contamination which was to be dreaded from 
the vice to be found in the forecastles of these ships. He complained 
of the powers given to the Captain of the Port, and the emolument which 
he received, as he was also in the receipt of a large duty salary at a 
distance, while the duties of his office were performed by a deputy. 
He also objected to the charge of 7s. 6d. which was made through the 


Pilots upon Captains of vessels for copies of the rules of the Harbour . 24 


MR. CHRISTIE — said he was in favour of the second reading, but saw 
great room for amendment in the bill. He said he was very much surprised 
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in discovering the power exercised by the Board of Trade over the opera- 
tions of the Trinity House; for in discussing some of its measures with 
a member of the Board on a late occasion, respecting the proposed pur- 
chase of a tug steamer in order to obviate some very heavy expenses, he 
had been informed much to his astonishment, that the Board of Trade would 
never permit it. In fact the Board of Trade had the power of counter- 
acting all the operations of the Trinity House. But passing that by, 
he begged to direct the attention of hon. members to another subject; 
the pensioning off old servants of the Trinity House. His idea was, 
that no pensions should be granted out of the general revenue, and he 
was happy to find that the Government was disposed to act in accordance 
with his views on the subject. If all old servants were to be pensioned 
off they would have plenty of them shortly. He would also call the no- 
tice of hon. members to the ridiculous charge of seven shillings and 
sixpence for a little slip of paper, entitled, "Rules and Regulations," 
which every ship master was obliged to purchased (sic) on arriving at 
Quebec, the only port in the world, he believed, where such a charge 
was made. Taking the number of entries at the Port of Quebec at twelve 
hundred annually, this alone would amount to £450, going into the poc- 
ket of the Harbour Master, besides his salary, and perhaps other per- 
quisites of which he (Mr. C.) knew nothing. 2 He entirely dissented 
from the remarks made upon the Port Captain. He cared not how large a 
sum he got for the valuable services he was rendering to this country, 
services which would be fully appreciated in case of the duties ensuing 
with the United States.26 The hon. member then alluded to the salary 
of the Duputy Harbour Master, which was generally supposed to be ten 
dollars a day; but it was not known for a certainty what his salary 
was. If ten pounds a day, he would not think it too much. He again 
directed the attention of the Ministry to the necessity of placing a 
tug steamer at the disposal of the Trinity House2/, to succour vessels 
in distress28. It had been spoken of last year, but by some under tow 
the project was checked. This he attributed to the Board of Trade. 
After the counteraction had taken place a steamer had been brought from 
Halifax with the avowed intention of running from Quebec to the lower 
ports; and what was his astonishment at finding that it was owned by 
two gentlemen connected with the Board of Trade, who had opposed the 
purchase of a steamboat for the Trinity House as too expensive, but 

who were now to receive nineteen hundred or two thousand pounds for 

the use of this steamboat for the season. (Hear, hear.) He did not 
mean to say that this sum was sufficient to purchase a steamboat, but 
it would go a considerable way towards doing so. (Hear, hear.) He 
wished to draw the attention of the hon. Attorney General to the fact 
of our having two Trinity Houses in this Province, whereas in England 
there is but one, and their interests are certainly not inferior to 
those of Canada. He thought, therefore, that the most judicious course 
would be to consolidate them into one; and he would recommend it as an 
instruction to the committee. In conclusion, he said, he was happy to 
find the bill was about to be referred to a select committee2?. There 
were two naval gentlemen in the House, and he hoped they would be 


871 


placed on the Committee.39 And if the Attorney General would do him 
the honor to name him as one of the members, although he might give 
him some little trouble, he would, on the other hand, do all in his 
power to remedy some of its defects.31 


DR. TACHE used the same arguments as Mr. Chabot. He proposed that 
the Bill should be entitled an "Act to legalize the spoilation of a 
certain part of the Lower Town of Quebec, called the Cul de Sac, and 
to initiate Canadian youth into European vices." 


DR. LATERRIERE. - Le temps qui s'est écoulé depuis la passation des 
lois qui régissent la maison de la Trinité 4 Québec, (30 ans et plus) 
me porte 4 croire qu'il est nécessaire de refondre en un seul acte tout 
ce qui a rapport a cette corporation avec des amendemens pour la pro- 
tection des pilotes, des navigateurs en général et 1'amélioration de 
la navigation; c'est pourquoi je serai pour la seconde lecture du bill 
de 1'honorable procureur-général, mais en méme temps je déclare que les 
dispositions de son bill ne me conviennent point, parce qu'ils conférent 
un pouvoir exhorbitant a la maison de la Trinité, une jurisdiction sans 
bornes, et, de plus, aurait (sic) l'effet d'exclure les Canadiens-francais 
comme pilotes d'une branche d'industrie qui deviendrait le partage d'une 
origine étrangére. 

Je dois néanmoins tenir compte 4 l'honorable membre de ses disposi- 
tions en faveur du canal du nord; mais il n'a pas encore été assez loin - 
il aurait di contraindre les anciens pilotes 4 se qualifier tout aussi 
bien que les apprentifs pour l'avenir. D'aprés cet arrangement nous 
serons encore plusieurs années avant d'avoir des Pilotes qualifiés 
pour passer des vaisseaux par ce canal. Les naufrages 1'automne der- 
nier, les pertes immenses qu'a subi le commerce ne seraient point a 
déplorer si ces vaisseaux eussent passés par le nord du fleuve. Mes 
rapports avec les navigateurs de cette cdte et les informations qu'ils 
m'ont données me font suggérer 4 1'honorable moteur de cette mesure, 
d'incorporer dans son bill une clause pour obliger la maison de la Tri- 
nité a4 établir un phare flottant en face des battures (sic) de Makon- 
gean (sic), ot il arrive tous les ans de nombreux accidents; 4 l'au- 
tomne dernier pas moins de dix hommes sont morts de faim et de froid, 
30 a 40 se sont gelés pieds et mains faute d'un asile et d'un dépot 
de provisions en cet endroit. L'honorable membre de la cité de Qué- 
bec a tellement bien signalé les mauvaises disposition de cette loi, 
que j'aurai bien peu de choses a ajouter a ses observations. 

La seconde clause de ce bill peut s'interpréter comme donnant pou- 
voir 4 la Trinité de disposer en grande partie du Cul de Sac, d'y 
faire des quais, etc, - ce qui fermerait ce débarcadére, ce seul bas- 
sin d'entrée aux petits batiments chaloupe (sic) qui viennent de toutes 
parts a4 Québec, - la sixiéme clause exige pour la qualification des 
pilotes, la connaissance de l'arithmétique, des deux langues, les 
éctire, manoeuvrer des batimens, la connaissance des cartes, enfin les 
élémens d'une navigation scientifique. 

La onziéme clause, les oblige a donner des cautions. Est-ce que la 
suspension des pilotes pour malversation, négligé ce de leurs devoirs 
n'est pas une punition, une garantie suffisante, sans leur faire don- 
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ner des stretés qui les exposeraient a bien des dommages, 4 une ruine 
totale. - Encore serait la difficulté de trouver des cautions. 

La dix-septiéme clause est 1'exclusion pour les apprentis pilotes. 
Pour qu'un pilote fit autorisé a prendre un apprentif, il faudrait que 
cet apprentif aurai (sic) prouvé a la maison de la trinité qu'il a 
servi comme matelot pendant trois ans a bord d'un vaisseau d'outre-mer. 

La cinquante-sixiéme clause, impose 4 tout les caboteurs de la riviére 
au dessous des phares, l'obligation de prendre une licence de la maison 
de la Trinité 4 raison de huit sous par tonneaux - 4 ce contraire une 
amende de 10 s. par chaque contravention - Passe pour les batiments 
d'outre-mer, les phares sont pour eux, mais les petits doivent passer 
partout ot passent les grands sans qu'il leur en cotte. 

Ce bill, s'il devient loi sans amendement, exclura donc le plus grand 
nombre des natifs Canadiens-francgais d'une branche d'industrie qui de- 
viendra la propriété des étrangers pour lesquels on parait avoir rédigé 
cette loi. Les apprentifs pilotes n'ont point les moyens de se quali- 
fier suivant cette loi. Les rédacteurs de cette mesure auraient di la 
faire précéder d'un établissement pour faciliter, perfectionner 1'éduca- 
tion de cette classe d'hommes indispensables a la prospérité de la navi- 
gation que l'on devrait établir et ouvrir gratuitement 4 Quebec, ot les 
jeunes gens qui se destineraient 4 1'étude de cette science pourraient 
acquérir des connaissances beaucoup plus promptement et bien plus cer- 
taines qu'en fesant la manoeuvre a4 bord des vaisseaux marchands' pendant 
trois ans, n'ayant pour instituteurs que des compagnons grossiers, im- 
moraux et sans aucune instruction. 

Pour former des pilotes, des marins intelligents on a 1'exemple de 
ces institutions en Europe, aux Etats-Unis. Il y a en France pas moins 
de 44 écoles de navigation. Je n'en connais pas le nombre en Angle- 
terre sur terre, mais tous les vaisseaux de guerre sont autant d'école 
de premiére classe. I1 n'est pas surprenant que cette nation par ses 
connaissances de la navigation soit devenue la reine des mers! 

N'ayant d'autre ambition que celle de voir opérer le bien, n'importe 
par qui, je fis part l'année derniére 4 un membre de 1'administration de 
mes idées 4 ce sujet; mais il faut bien que cette suggestion lui ai (sic) 
échappée (sic) dans la multiplicité des devoirs que ces messieurs ont 
a remplir, puisque dans cette session il n'en a pas été question. 

Toujours me parait-il urgent que si l'on veut des garanties sous le 
rapport de l'instruction, il est de l'essence d'un bon gouvernement 
d'y pourvoir et, pour cela, je crois que les revenus de la Trinité 4 
Québec sont assez considérables pour faire face aux dépenses que néces- 
sitaient une telle institution. Non seulement on aurait des pilotes 
instruits, mais d'ici 4 quelques années un grand nombre de jeunes 
marins capables d'exploiter les ressources inépuisables de notre fleuve 
et de notre golfe, oti pas moins de 8 cents a4 1000 petits vaisseaux 
Américains tous les ans se chargent de notre poisson. 

Nous pourrions lutter d'industrie contre les associations qui se 
font en Angleterre pour exploiter a notre exclusion cette source de 
profit. Nos jeunes marins pourraient en reprendre et faire des voyages 
de long cours et mettre a effet les paroles non suspectes des membres 
de l'association du commerce libre, adressées au peuple du Canada. 
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Leur manifeste convient de la déclaration suivante: "Liberté de com- 
merce qui ferait la prospériteé du Canada, puisque la mére-patrie nous 
Ote en ce moment la faveur dont jusqu'a present nous avons joui dans 
ses marchés." 

Nos jeunes gens qui ne savent quel état prendre en sortant des col- 
léges, 4 moins donc d'étudier la loi, la médecine ou le notariat (pro- 
fessions qui sont devenues de vrais pénitentiaires) auraient le choix 
de cette vie aventureuse de marin et deviendraient des sujets précieux 
anil tats 

Ceci n'est qu'un apercu bien faible de tout le bien qui découlerait 
d'une bonne école de navigation, la prospérité immense de 1'Angleterre 
fondé sur 1'importance de la navigation, la preuve la plus concluante 
en faveur d'une telle institution chez nous. 

Il y a en Canada des élémens pour former une bonne marine comme par- 
tout ailleurs. Qu'était la marine Russe avant Pierre-le-grand? rien. 
Ce grand homme n'a pas cru au-dessous de sa dignité de venir en Angle- 
terre apprendre le métier de charpentier. De retour dans ses états, 
il y a formé une marine, a ouvert des @coles de navigation dans tous 
ses ports maritimes en y attirant par des faveurs les meilleurs pro- 
fesseurs de 1'Europe. L'Histoire de la Russie depuis cet époque 
fait connaitre quelle en a été la conséquence. 

Je le répéte, si l'on veut passer des lois telles que celle qui est 
maintenant sous votre considération, donnons au préalable a4 ce pays des 
institutions ot nos jeunes compatriotes pourront s'instruire et devenir 
égaux aux étrangers qui visent a toutesles charges et 4 tous les profits. 

Une école de navigation d'équipement d'un vaisseau qui ferait un 
service Provincial et le professeur ne cotiteraient qu'une bagatelle en 
comparaison des dépenses extravagantes que l'on fait tous les jours 
pour des objets moins utiles. 

Ce service ne serait pas nouveau: nous avons déja eu une goelette 
canonniére, d'abord sous le commandement du Capt. Ruel, canadien, et 
ensuite sous celui de ci-devant maitre de port 4 Québec John Dambly. 
C'est dommage qu'alors on ait point pensé 4 en faire une école de 
navigation? 

La goelette de la Trinité a Québec pour le service des phares et 
des dépdts de provisions tout en fesant ce service pourrait étre em- 
ployée 4 l'usage pratique de cette science en les mettant sous les 
ordres de professeur conjointement avec le capitaine qui la commande- 
rait, afin d'instruire les apprentifs pilotes et autres éléves ou 
navigateurs de toutes les classes dans l'art de la navigation; ces 
éléves feraient la manoeuvre gratuitement en étant nourris aux frais 
deals tat. 

Je suggére ce plan a messieurs les ministres qui voudront bien le 
faire mettre a exécution conformément a ce qui se passe ailleurs, si 
toutefois cela rencontre 1'approbation de cette chambre.33 


MR. BERTHELOT said, that the three years voyage clause was as ridi- 
culous as to require of a postilion before he was allowed to drive, 
that he should have travelled through Europe, Asia and Africa. - On 
approaching the shores of England he saw the good English seamen ap- 
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proaching the noble vessels in their cutters, their jolly faces beaming 
with delight, to take the ship into the haven of safety. It was not 
necessary for them to serve three jones in square-rigged vessels, why 
then should it be necessary here?2 


MR. SOL. GEN. TASCHEREAU was in favour of the principle of the Bill, 
but he did not agree in the three years navigation clause; he would 
vote for an amendment. 35 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH, said that the observation he had heard, only tended 
to confirn (sic) the view he already held, and that the objections of 
the members opposite, did not strike at any essential principles of the 
Bill, but merely at some of its details; 36 and it was to perfect this 
that he wished to send it _to a Committee that they might receive evid- 
ence upon certain points.?/ The first point to which objections has (sic) 
been taken is the allowing the Trinity House to take possesaion (sic) 
of the Cul de Sac, which belongs to the city of Quebec; with regard to 
that objection, he would merely state that there was a similar provision 
in the existing law, although not in precisely the same words,38 ((and)) 
not se fully ass. this.32 And this he thought was a matter to be dis- 
cussed before the Committee; another point of the Bill objected to, is 
that part which had reference to the qualification of Pilot's (sic): 
now one of the objects which he had in referring the Bill to a select 
Committee, is that evidence may be heard on this subject; he himself 
had not made up his mind upon the qualification necessary: but he 
would remind the members opposite, that’ they will find by referring to 
the existing Law, that no person can be received as a pilot , unless 
he had been to sea for three years: the hon. gentleman then went on 
to state that the pilot who had to conduct such an important trade 
through such a dangerous navigation as that of the River St. Lawrence, 
should be well qualified, and that there had been an immense loss of life, 
and property“9, in the Gulf4l, during the last three years, hundreds of 
thousands of pounds worth of property, and hundreds of lives had been 
lost, because the Coast was not well known. He did not blame the pil- 
ots for being the cause of this loss, but still it showed the necessity 
of exacting if possible a higher qualification from pilot's (sic) 42 
He considered that a knowledge of the North Shore Channel was absolutely 
necessary as it was the safest. As to the establishment of Schools of 
instruction to be paid for by the country, he could not agree to the 
necessity of such a measure; the Deal Boatmen the best of the Pilots 
and the boldest of navigators, men who were ever ready to launch their 
boats in the wildest storm to succour the distressed ship, or save the 
crew in peril - educated themselves; and so did the Pilots on the coasts 
of France. They found the remuneration of their calling sufficient in- 
ducement for them to follow it.43 There were other points of the Bill 
which had been spoken against, but he thought it would be best to wait 
until the Bill was before the Committee to discuss them. He would also 
say, he had several amendments to propose to the Bill which he would lay 
before the Committee.44 





MR. MOFFATT, could not have persuaded himself that any party would 
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have spoken against the Bil145, Nothing could show the necessity for 
proper qualification of Pilots more than the immense losses which had 
taken place last year, - losses which were to be attributed in a measure 
to the navigation of the St. Lawrence not being sufficiently under- 
stood. ((He)) stated that the rate of insurance has in consequence 
been doubled this spring upon vessels sailing to Canada; for they are 
now paying as high as 5 per cent‘*’. Letters had been just received 

from England announcing that the rate((s)) ... had advanced from 30s. 

to 40 s. the usual rates, to 80s. and 100s.48 


MR. ERMATINGER, said that pilots were a class of men upon whom de- 
volved very important duties, and that nothing should be omitted that 
was necessary to qualify them for their profession, and that as the 
Bill was to be referred to a select Committee of members qualified to 
decide upon it he would support the second reading of it and its prin- 
ciples leaving its details alone until it comes before the House again. 49 


M. CAUCHON ((dit quelques mots.))22 


MR. CHAUVEAU spoke in favor of Government Naval Schools. He denied 
that the losses last year in the Gulf were occasioned by the ignorance 
of the Pilot, but he contended that they were owing to the cupidity of 
the Merchants of Montreal and Quebec in detaining ships so late.°! 


MR. MOFFATT, in answer to ... Mr. Chauveau, said that he did not 
state that the shipwrecks last fall were to be attributed to the Pilots, 
although he thought he would be justified in asserting that a large 
portion of them were to be attributed to their ignorance. 


M. LAFONTAINE, dit qu'il n'avait aucune objection au principe de ce 
bill, si l'on entendait par principe la nécessité de législater sur la 
navigation. Mais comment pouvait-on qualifier un projet de lui, si 
sur 60 de ses clause 59 sont mauvaises? I1 savait que ce n'était pas 
un bill ministériel, 1'honorable procureur général qui le présentait 
a la chambre n'en était pas l'auteur, c'était probablement 1'oeuvre de 
quelque individu ou d'une corporation qui avait sollicité 1'administra- 
tion trop de ces petites corporations qui conduisent pour ainsi dire, 
le pays a4 leurs caprices; imperium imperio: ces administrations cachées 
ont fait peu-@étre autant de tort au pays que les administrations pub- 
liques. Le bill qu'on nous présente est 1'oeuvre de quelque membre du 
bureau du commerce, et l"hon. procureur général ne l'avait méme lu 
avant qu'il fit imprimé, puisqu'il nous a dit lui-méme qu'il aurait des 
amendemens a y faire; cette mesure, comme la plupart de celles que 
1'Administration présente pour le Bas-Canada, n'a pas été préparée par 
les ministres; c'est un enfant adoptif, il faut rendre cette justice 
aux membres de l'administration.3 The principle of a bill can only be 
discovered from its general tenor. He (Mr. L) admitted that navigation 
must be regulated by some rules; but we have at the present laws on 
this subject>4, 

Quand on veut législater sur un sujet, il faut considérer les lois 
existantes, et celles qu'on veut leur substituer, si celles-ci ne 
valent pas les premiéres, alors que veut-on faire en présentant un 
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bill? Est-ce simplement pour avoir le plaisir de voir un projet de 

loi imprimé, et pour employer le tems de la chambre a le discuter? 

It has been urged as an argument for the stringent regulations in this 
bill, that there have lately been numerous shipwrecks in the St. Law- 
rence, and in the Gulf; it is true there have been shipwrecks, and 
there always will be shipwrecks. This is not owing to the ignorance 

of the pilots, but to the rigour of our climate; the dangerous naviga- 
tion of the St. Lawrence, and°® the cupidity of the English Merchants 
who sent their ships out too early, and allowed them to remain too 
late. And for this the Canadian was to be persecuted, the occupation 
which he had so long enjoyed was to be taken from him_and given to for- 
eigners, and his very language was to be proscribed. ?/ Comme si ces 
naufrages étaient dis 4 l'ignorance des pilotes, on met une clause dans 
le bill qui empéche d'étre pilotes tous ceux qui ne sauront pas parler 
et écrire la langue anglaise.58 It is stated in the papers that a ves- 
sel is expected every day at Quebec; it is well for the ship owners 
that this is an early season, but had it been an ordinary season, and 
this vessel had been lost or shipwrecked in coming up the river, would 
it have been the fault of the pilot?°9 Y a-t-il des naufrages entre 
l'automne et le printemps? Quelquefois ils sont causés par la fureur 
des élémens, par les vents et les tempétes, alors les pilotes les plus 
expérimentés n'y peuvent rien. 

Il (M. LaF.) avait été six pee arrété sur les codtes de Liverpool 
par un tempéte extraordinaire®0, such a fierce tempest raged around 
them, that they never expected to reach the harbor; during this storm, 
none of those brave and daring European pilots, whose exploits the 
Attorney General lauded, and who were so much superior to the Canadian 
Pilots, could approach the ship to lend them any assistance.®l Les 
pilotes du vaisseau qui passaient avec raison pour les plus habiles du 
monde entier, les avaient avertis qu'ils devaient aller au fond de la 
mer, il avait fait ses adieux 4 son pays. Aprés six jours, le calme 
avait succédé 4 la tempéte. Deux ans aprés deux°* vaisseaux périrent 
au méme endroit®3 during a dreadful storm; did this misfortune occur 
in consequence of the ignorance of the pilots? The European pilots 
were next obliged to give security.64 Cependant les pilotes parlaient 
et @écrivaient parfaitement bien l'anglais. Pourquoi donc spécifier 
dans une clause d'un bill que ceux qui ne sauront que le francais, 
quelque soit leur intelligence, et leur habileté, ne pourront étre 
regus pilotes? Le Canadien qui a sauvé Guy Carleton, et par une con- 
s@équence nécessaire, la province entiére, 65 when the British Merchants 
had prepared articles of capitulation®6, savait-il un mot de la langue 
anglaise, et le pilote qui commandait la flotte de Phipps n'a-t-il 
pas péri avec tout son monde, malgré qu'il possédat parfaitement bien 
la langue anglaise. Qumnd (sic) il s'agit de défendre la province, 
prétexte-t-on que les canadiens ne savent pas 1'Anglais pour les em- 
pécher d'aller au combat?®/ During the last War, when the Canadian 
Militia so gallantly foushe and bled for the flag of England, and the 
defence of the country, © against the Americans, 9 no enquiry was made 
of them whether they could speak English or not./9 Ceux qui sont (sic) 
péris 4 Lacolle, 4 Chateauguay, aprés avoir repoussé l'ennemi, 1l'au- 
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raient-ils mieux fait s'ils eussent connu 1'Anglais? Il] n'y a rien 
d'aussi absurde que de mettre une disposition de cette nature dans un 
projet de loi. Nos pilotes canadiens savent tous la langue anglaise, 
parcequ'ils servent sous des maitres anglais, mais qu'on ne les y ob- 
lige pas par une loi, ce serait une injustice, une moquerie. 

Une autre injustice de ce projet de loi, c'est qu'on exige un cau- 
tionnement des pilotes./1 If this clause is carried, there will be no 
pilots, and then they will be forced to repeal it, because no one will 
become security for an individual, who could bring forward no witnes- 
ses, but those who were prejudiced against him. The originators of 
this bill are anxious for too much legislation. /2 Il espérait donc que 
l'administration ne tiendrait 4 cette clause non plus qu'aux autres 
dont elle reconnaissait les défectuosités. 11 semblait qu'un mauvais 
genie présidait aux destinées de ce pays/3, He (Mr. L) would advise 
all parties who wished to anglicise the French Canadians to leave us 
alone, and then we will sooner speak the English language. If there 
are not proscriptive laws passed, a change will gradually take place 
among the French Canadians, like that which passed among the English 
after the time of William the Conqueror... ./4 A war may arise about the 
Oregon territory. He (Mr. Lafontaine) did not wish to see a war break 
out between these two great countries, for we have every thing to lose 
and nothing to gain in such a contest. But in such a case, supposing 
a British fleet were coming up the Gulf, to the succour of the people 
of this Province, would the commanders of the different Men-of-War 
enquire of the pilots whether they could speak English or not? Would 
they not be very glad to get the assistance of any competent pilot to 
steer them into the port of Quebec 5, no matter what language they 
spoke?/® Ceux de qui la patrie devait le plus attendre 1l'avaient aban- 
donnée, mais tant qu'il serait dans la vie publique ((il)) ferait ses 
efforts pour défendre ses compétriotes (sic) contre l'oppression, pour 
les tenir unis, et leur faire rendre justice./ 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH said the member for Terrebonne had produced no 
arguments against this Bill, he had contented himself with declama- 
tion, with appealing to the passions and prejudices of the House. 

He had talked of the proscription of the people of Lower Canada to 
rouse bad passions, and had not attempted to meet this measure on its 
merits. Yes! there is an evil genius in this Province, and the mem- 
ber for Terrebonne knows well who that evil genius is!! The Bill 
before the House did not emanate from the Administration, it could 
not be expected that they could be familiar with such subjects. It 
had been introduced last session, but in order to reconcile conflict- 
ing interests and to preserve vested rights, it was sent down to Que- 
bec, and as it came thence it had been printed. - There was a clause 
in the existing law which made it necessary that Pilots should speak 
English - that was no new prinicple. 


MR. LAFONTAINE. -— Don't make it law./9 
DR. TACHE. - They speak it now, but don't make it compulsory. 80 
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MR. AT. GEN. SMITH. - Then it was not because of the principle that 
this clause was opposed, why then was it called proscription?8l tg 
had been stated that we wish to proscribe the French tongue, in answer 
he would only state that such a clause existed in the present law82, 
This measure affected no existing rights, it had no operation on pre- 
sent Pilots or their apprentices, but its operation was altogether 
future, and it was for the future that it was the duty of that House 
to legislate.83 ((He)) said that the arguments which fell from the hon. 
members opposite would only go to awaken the prejudices of some of the 
members, and that they had not any fact that could induce him to sus- 
pend the bill for a moment.84 This was no ministerial measure, and 
gentlemen on this side of the House might vote as they pleased on it 
without fear that it would injure the Government.85 The members op- 
posite had objected to one or two clauses only, but they had no objec- 
tion against the principles of the bill, and as none of their objections 
will be affected by the second reading of the bill ... he did not see 
why it should not be now read°%. If it was not read a second time it 
would not injure the Ministry, but the injury would be upon the shipping 
interests, the Commerce and the Merchants of Quebec. He washed his 
hands of all responsibility in the matter, on the opponents of this 
Bill be the onus, and on them only. The members for the City and Coun- 
ty of Quebec might answer to the Merchants of Quebec for the neglect of 
their interests and the destruction of their commerce. If hon. gentle- 
men considered the detail of this Bill the principle, and that so ob- 
jectionable, why had they not moved that it be not read a second time ?87 


MR. CHABOT. - It will be moved.88 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH. - It will be moved! then I contend that the 
course pursued had been most unfair and calculated to deceive and mis- 
lead gentlemen on this side of the House. This motion should have been 
made long ago and not at the close of the debate. 


MR. MACDONALD - it is said that these pilots will be proscribed be- 
cause they will be required to speak the English language. He did not 
consider that they would, and he thought it was only reasonable that 
they should speak English when the sailors and captains of the ves- 
sels were English; but did those who are talking about their language 
being proscribed never wish to proscribe that of others; he would call 
to their remembrance the opposition that was made to the election of 
Sir Allan McNab as Speaker, on the ground that he could not speak French. 
He (Mr. McD.) thought it ill became them to speak about proscription 
with this in their face. 


MR. CHALMERS had always considered the member for Terrebonne one of 
the most talented men in the country, but after the display that even- 
ing he began to lose all conceit in him. He had spoken of the coupid- 
ity (sic) of British merchants in sending their ships out so early - en- 
terprise was the proper termh (sic).9l He would remind him that the 
intrepid British merchant was not to be judged of by the slow and unen- 
terprising colonist. The hon. member for Terrebonne also said that he 
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did not wish for war, as?2 in case of war wite (sic) the United States, 
Canada had everything to lost (sic) and nothing to gain; he (Mr. C.) 
would tell that hon. gentleman that Canada had nothing to lose but her 
honour, and that she would lose if she did no((t)) defend her just 
rights and those of the mother country; and the loss of life was no- 
thing to the loss of honour. Let the bugle sound war, and the bag- 
pipes strike up93, (hear, hear and laughter) yes, let the bagpipes play, 
"the broad swords of old Scotland,"94 and the people of Canada, French, 
Scotch, Irish, and English would unite as one man and instead of seas 
ing about the Oregon would advance to see and explore the Hudson. ? 
(Hear, hear.)? (Loud cheers.)?/ 


Cae 
Mr. Chabot moved, tn amendment, seconded by Mr. Taché, that the 
word "now" tn the satd motton be struck out, and the words "this day 
stx months," be substituted. 





MR. CHABOT in ... ((making the motion)) - said that the losses which 
had taken place last fall arose entirely from the cupidity of Merchants; 
as to what had been said of protecting commercial interests, Merchants 
would not import goods if they did not expect to be well paid for them, 
nor would they insure unless they thought they could make a good pro- 
fit of the underwriters. 98 


MR. BOULTON hoped that the amendment would not be carried, he was in 
favor of having the bill read a second time, and afterwards referred to 
a select committee, where any of details may be modified or amended. 

In voting for the second reading, he wished it to be distinctly under- 
stood that he intended not by so doing to proscribe the French Canadians. 
No! but he wished to protect the English ship owner.99 ((He)) said 

he should support the Bill as he looked upon it as a measure affecting 
Upper as well as Lower Canada.199 He was in favor of having that bill 
extended below Port Neuf, but also up to the Province line between 
Upper and Lower Canada, and if a second bill was passed that it should 
be for Upper Canada, creating a Trinity Board at Kingston, Hamilton, or 
Toronto, or some other port on the Lakes.101 He was, however, averse 
to the establishment of a Trinity House at Quebec and another at Mont- 
real. He thought the Quebec Board should have jurisdiction in Lower 
Canada, and another should be established having like power in Upper 
Canada. 


MR. G. MACDONELL, of Dundas, wished to set himself right before this 
House; this might appear strange for one who had not yet spoken, but 
the reason that he wished to explain is this - the Attorney General 
East told us that this was not a Government measure, and that members 
are therefore at liberty to vote as they saw fit; he believed that the 
members on this side vote as they see fit on all occasions, and not at 
the dictate of the Attorney General; he held it his right as an inde- 
pendent member to do so, 10 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH - What he said was this, that the present measure 
was not a Government measure, and the members on this side could vote 
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as they deemed right, as they always do , 104 


MR. G. MACDONELL continuued (sic), there was no mistaking what the 
Attorney General said. He agreed in much that had ... been said by the 
hon. member for Terrebonne. He agreed that it was to the climate and 
the elements, and not to the ignorance and carelessness of the Pilots, 
that the numerous shipwrecks were owing. He said, that as he saw the 
measure was obnoxious to the majority of the Lower Canadian members, 
and that one after another was rising and entering his solemn protest 
against the bill, he would) vote Se it too, without respect to 
its merits, of which he knew nothing19 » as he did not wish to force 
the measure upon them.10/ 


MR. MOFFATT was opposed to the scheme enunciated by the member for 
Toronto.108 The hon. member who has last spoken seems to think that 
the present measure was particularly and solely belonging to Lower Can- 
adians. He would ask whether the navigation of the Saint Lawrence was 
peculiar to Lower Canada? Is it not the oa pores of both sides of the 
House - both Upper and Lower Canadians?1 He reminded ... ((him)) 
that the trade of Upper Canada was more involved in the safe navigation 
of the St. Lawrence than even that of Lower Canada, he therefore hoped 
he would reconsider what he had said. He deprecated the allusions 
made by Mr. Chabot to the motives of Merchants, such remarks were cal- 
culated to convey an impression aboard to be detrimental to this coun- 
try. 110 The remarks of the member for Terrebonne have a tendency to 
put a check to the enterprise of the British merchant. He (Mr. L.) 
has attributed the shipwrecks and loss of life to the cupidity of the 
English shipowners. Now, he would ask if it ought to be termed cupid- 
ity for a merchant to freight his vessel in time to reach here at the 
opening of the navigation. He conceived that it ought rather to be 
termed enterprise. It was true the shipowners would not sail so soon 
if they were not sure of their insurance, and also to be well repaid. - 


MR. DUGGAN said that he was the last member that would do injustice to 
his fellow countrymen of Lower Canada, he would as he had always done 
stand forward in their defence. He had not read the bill as it was a 
subject on which he was not acquainted, he was however sufficiently 
well aware of some of its objects; he conceived that it affected Upper 
Canada no more than Lower Canada and vice versa, if the insurance was 
high did that not affect the price of merchandise in Upper Canada as 
well as in Lower Canada. The members opposite have objected to the bill, 
but they had not given any reasons, if they had pointed out what would 
have been better, he would have been better able to have decided; they 
have given no reason that nea e tion is not necessary, nor have they 
shown where it is imperfect. 


MR. G. MACDONELL of Dundas, did not ... say that it was a measure 
particularly affecting Lower Canada. It was as he said before to the 
climate and elements and not to the Pilots that the high rate of in- 
surance was owing.113 


DR. NELSON - was not aware that shipwrecks are of more frequent oc- 
curence now than they were forty or fifty years ago,114 when the num- 
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ber of vessels navigating the St. Lawrence was far less, and so far as 
he was able to discover there was no information before the House to 
shew that the pilots are less active or less intelligent than they were 
formerly. On the contrary, having increased in the same ratio as in 
other occupations, greater exertions had been made to acquire greater 
skill and intelligence; and he felt convinced that a more virtuous or 
more hardy set of people does not exist. With respect to pilots, he 
would remind the House of a circumstance with which the hon. member for 
Three Rivers, who so well knew the history of his country, ought to be 
acquainted. It was a Canadian pilot who took Sir Guy Carleton down to 
Quebec ,115 en 1775, pendant la guerre américaine, 116 and by that means 
saved the Province. And at what time did he arrive there? At the very 
moment that the inhabitants, the British merchants had prepared arti- 
cles to capitulate with the enemy at their gates, and if the Province 
now belongs to Britain, it is because it was saved by a French Canadian. 
He would on this occasion as he could on many others, favourably con- 
trast the conduct of Canadians with that of British merchants. The 
hon. Secretary smiled, if it were in derision, he would answer it with 
scorn, he would cast it to the winds. 117 


MR. PROV. SEC. DALY would lose no time in setting the mind of the hon. 
gentleman at rest. He was neither listening to what he said, nor think- 
ing of It. 


DR. NELSON — And perhaps the hon. Secretary did not even hear him, 
as was his general custom. Yet, in spite of the service of this man, 
his descendants, as well as those of many other meritorious Canadians, 
were living in poverty, although capable of filling the highest stations 
in the Province. He would not mention names, as that would no doubt be 
useless.119 


(182) 
The Question having been put upon the motton of amendment, a divtston 
ensued, and the names being called for, they were taken down as follow- 
eth:-- 


YEAS. 


Berthelot, Bertrand, Bouthtllter, Cauchon, Chabot, Chauveau, Desaul- 
nters, DeWitt, Guillet, Jobin, Lacoste, LaFontatne, Lantier, Laurin, 


LeMotne, MaeaeTelt of DUNDAS, Méthot, Nelson, Price, and Taché,--(20.) 
NAYS. 


Boulton, Chalmers, Christie, Colville, Cumm tngs, Daly, Dickson, Dug- 

, Ermatinger, Foster, Jessy Jessup, Laterriére, LeBouttllier, Leslie, Mac- 

Sarat of CORNWALL, Macdonald of KINGSTON, M'Connell, Meyers, Moffatt, 
(fae) 

Monro, Murney, Papineau, Petrie, Riddell, Robinson, Roblin, Seymour 
Smith of FRONTENAC, Attorney General Smith, Stewart of BYTOWN, Stewart 
of PRESCOTT, Solicitor General Taschereau, Viger, Webster, and Woods. -- 
(359) 


So tt passed tn the negative. 
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The Questton betng then put on the main motion, the House agatn dt- 
vided, and the names being called for, they were taken down as follow- 
eth:-- 

YEAS. 


Boulton, Chalmers, Christte, Colville, Cummings, Daly, Dickson, Dug- 
gan, Ermatinger, Foster, Jessup, Laterrtére, LeBouttliter, Leslie, Mac- 
donald of CORNWALL, Macdonald of KINGSTON, M'Connell, Meyers, Moffatt, 
Monro, Murney, Papineau, Petrie, Riddell, Robinson, Roblin, Seymour, 
Smith of FRONTENAC, Attorney General Smtth, Stewart of BYTOWN, Stewart 
of PRESCOTT, Soltcttor General Taschereau, Viger, Webster, and Woods.-- 
(355) 








NAYS. 


Berthelot, Bertrand, Bouthtllter, Cauchon, Chabot, Chauveau, Desaul- 
nters, DeWittt, Guillet, Jobin, Lacoste, LaFontatne, Lantier, Laurin, 


LeMoine, Macdonell of DUNDAS, Méthot, Nelson, Price, and Taché.--(20.) 


So tt was carrted tn the afftrmattve, and the said Bill was accord- 
tingly read a second time. 


Some conversation arose as to the formation of the committeel20, 


(158) 

The Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smtth moved, seconded by the Hon- 
ourable Mr. Cayley, that the satd Bill be referred to a Select Comnit- 
tee, composed of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smtth, the Hon- 
ourable Mr. Moffatt, Mr. Petrte, the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, and Mr. Cha- 
bot, to report thereon, with all conventent speed; with power to send 
for persons, papers, and records. 





MR. CHRISTIE was opposed ((to this)), as Mr. Chabot had voted against 
the second reading .121 


(153) 

Mr. Chrtstte moved, tn amendment, seconded by Mr. LeBoutillier, that 
Mr. Willtams and the Honourable Mr. Laterrtére be added to the said Com- 
mittee. 

The Question having been put on the motton of amendment, a diviston 
ensued, and tt was carrted tn the affirmative. 

The Question being then put upon the matin motton, as amended, it 
was agreed to unanimously, and 


Resolved, Accordingly. 


DR. LATERRIERE fit motion secondé par M. CHABOT. 

Qu'il soit une instruction au comité de s'enquérir s'il ne serait 
point expédient d'établir une école de navigation a Québec, ot l'on en- 
seignerait gratuitement dans les deux langues francaise en (sic) ang- 
laise, aux apprentifs Pilotes et aux navigateurs de toutes les classes 
qui se présenteraient, les mathématiques et 1'usage des instruments 
nautiques; avec leurs cartes et tous les moyens nécessaires pour 1'in- 
telligence la démonstration et la pratique de cette science. 

Aussi si le vaisseau dont fait usage la maison de la trinité 4 Qué- 
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bec pour le service des phares et dépdts de provisions sur différents 
points du fleuve St. Laurent, ne pourrait pas, tout en fesant le ser- 
vice, @tre mis 4 la disposition du professeur de cette école pour l'usage 
pratique et démonstratif de cette science, conjointement avec le capi- 
taine qui commanderait le dit vaisseau, afin d'instruire les apprentifs 
pilotes et autres éléves et navigateurs de toutes les classes dans l'art 
de la navigation. 

Si les éléves fesant la manoeuvre de ce vaisseau gratuitement, ne 
devraient point étre nourris et entretenus par la province ou la trinité 
pendant ce service? du cott approximatif de cette institution, et pour 
le salaire du professeur, chambre de démonstration, livres cartes, in- 
strumens et vaisseau provincial, et faire Papeoeee 


(153) 
Board of The Honourable Mr. Daly, one of Her Majesty's 
Works. Executive Council, laid before the House, by command 


of Hts Excellency, the Administrator of the Govern- 
ment, 
Vartous Plans, Maps, Surveys, and Estimates, connected with the 
Report of the Board of Works. 
(The above Documents are preserved with the Files of the present 
Sesston. ) 


Also, 


Jos. Simpson. Return to an Address of the Legtslattve Assembly 

to Hts Excellency, the Administrator of the Govern- 
ment, dated the 14th tnstant, praying that His Excellency will be 
pleased to cause to be laid before the House, "copies of any Correspon- 
dence which may have taken place between the Executive Government and 
Joseph Simpson, complaining that the Trinity House of Quebee have un- 
justly refused to give him a certtftcate of qualtfication as a Pilot, 
and also coptes of any Correspondence between the Government and the 
satd Trintty House on the same subject." 


To His Excellency the Right Honourable CHARLES THEOPHILUS, Baron 

”  METCALFE, of FERNHILL, tn the County of BERKS, Knight Grand 
Cross of the Most Honourable Order of the BATH, one of Her 
Majesty's Most Honourable Prtvy Counetl, Governor General of 
British NORTH AMERICA, and Captain General and Governor in 
Chief tn and for the Provinces of CANADA, NOVA SCOTIA, NEW 

BRUNSWICK, and PRINCE EDWARD'S ISLAND, and Vice Admiral of the 


same, &. 

















The undersigned Petittoner humbly represents; 

That he has been a Pilot's apprentice since the Eighteenth of April, 
one thousand etght hundred and thirty-five, and has, in consequence, 
served tn good fatth as such, during ten years, as will eastly appear 
on reference to the different certificates now before the Quebee Trin- 
tty House. 

That on the Twenty-etghth of December, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-etght, the satd Quebec Trinity House Board passed a Bye-law, 
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whteh was sanettoned on the 31st of the same month by the then Gover- 
nor; that the satd Bye-law, which was intended to be put tn force on 
the Stxteenth of June, 1841, obltged Pilots' apprentices for the future 
to be aequatnted with the Engltsh language and with Arithmetic. 

That before the above-menttoned Bye-lLaw came into force, that ts, on 
the Eighteenth of May, 1841, your Pettttoner presented himself before 
the said Trinity Board, and was found competent as regards his instruc- 
tion, but was referred to a later pertod for hts "bearings;" that on 
the 2nd and 5th of September, of thts year 1845, he again presented 
himself before the satd Board, to be examined on the "bearings," and 
on the "working of a shtp," but the satd Board would not hear him, vre- 
tending that the Bye-law of 1841 requtred that Pilots' apprentices 
should be aequatnted with the English language and with Arithmetic. 

That he thought himself entitled to present himself to the said 
Board for examination on the "bearings," after the satd Bye-law had 
come tnto force, espectally as one Jean Dion, then a Ptlot's appren- 
tice, who, before the coming tnto force of the said Bye-law, that ts, 
on the 4th of May, 1841, had been found competent as regards "instruc- 
tton only," and referred to a later pertod for the "bearings," was ad- 
mitted as a Pilot on the 15th of July of this year, 1845, without hav- 
tng been examined on the Engltsh language and on Artthmette; and that 
both thetr cases are exactly stmtilar. 

That even supposing that your Pettttoner had not been examined and 
found competent as regards instruction, by the Trintty Board, before 
the coming into force of the above-menttoned Bye-law, that Bye-law 
could not affect him, as he had entered tnto an apprenticeshtp, as a 
Pilot's apprentice, several years before the passing of the Bye-law tn 
question, and that no Bye-law ought to have a retroactive effect. 

That your Pettttoner ts poor and obltged to support an aged mother, 
who has no other support than himself, and that at hts age, after ten 
years of a hard apprenticeship, it would almost be imposstble for him 
to find any other means of extstence. 

Wherefore your Pettttoner trusts that Your Excellency will be pleased 
to take hts humble petttion into your most sertous constderation, and 
cause that justice to be done him of whitch he ts so much tn need. 

And he wtll ever pray. 

(Signed, ) JOSEPH SIMPSON. 
Quebec, 10th October, 1845. 


We, Pilots for that part of the St. Lawrence lying between Quebec 
and Matane, do certtfy, that Joseph Simpson has served tn good faith as 
a Ptlot's apprentice, during ten consecuttve years; that he ts honest 
and of good moral character; that he is the only support of an aged 
mother; and that, at his age, tt would be almost imposstble for him 
to choose another state of ltfe. 

Signed by Joseph Adam and one hundred and fifteen Pilots. 


(154) 





TRINITY HOUSE, : 
Quebec, 4th April, 1846. 
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OLR 

Herewith enclosed we have the honour to transmtt to you, for the in- 
formatton of His Excellency, the Admintstrator of the Government, a 
copy of thts Board's proceedings on the Petition of Joseph Simpson, 
whieh was referred for thetr report. 

The Petitton ts also herewith returned. 

We have, &c. 
(Stgned) LINDSAY & LEMOINE, 
le uel wie Gs 


The Honourable D. DALY, 
Provinetal Secretary, &c. 
Montreal. 


TRINITY HOUSE, 
3d April, 1846. 


PRESENT: 
The Honourable JOHN STEWART, Master. 
HENRY LEMESURIER, Esquire, Deputy Master. 
ROBT. YOUNG, Esqutre, S. P. and Warden. 
EDWARD BOXER, Esqutre, H. M. and Warden. 


Read a Petttton from Joseph Simpson, heretofore apprentice to Charles 
Joseph Adan, Pilot, to Hts Excellency, the Administrator of the Govern- 
ment, complatning of thts Corporation having refused tn the month of 
September last to examine him as to hts fitness as a Ptlot owing to his 
betng unable to read and wrtte English, and betng tgnorant of Arithmetic 
as requtred by the Bye-Law of the 28th and 31st December, 1838, although 
the Board had admitted Joseph Dio as a Pilot under simtlar ctreumstances, 
the satd Petttton referred to thts Board for thetr report thereon. 

And reference betng had to the Minutes of the Board, the cases of 
the satd Joseph Stmpson and Jean Dion appear as follows, vita. :-- 


JOSEPH SIMPSON'S CASE. 








1840. 
Aprtl 18th--Hts apprenticeshtp exptres July, 1840. 
July 7th--Hts time is sworn to. 

1841. 

May 18th--He is found competent in reading and wrtting, in conformity 
with the Bye-Law of the 13th May and 16th June, 1836. 

June 11th--He ts examined and remanded. 

June 15th--He ts examined and remanded. 

Betng in both cases found defictent as to his fitness to 
bea Pilot. 

June 16th--From thts date the Bye-Law of the 28th and 31st December, 
1838, (obliging apprentices to read or wrtte English and 
to have a knowledge of Artthmetic,) comes into force. 

And Joseph Simpson does not make his appearance again until 
a lapse of four years and three months. 
1845. 
Sept'r. 2nd--He petitions to be examined as to hts fitness as a Ptlot, 
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without undergoing an examination tn respect to his know- 
ledge of the English language and artthmettc. 
To whieh the Board refuse thetr assent. 
Sept'r. 5th--Mr. Cauchon, Advocate, is heard tn support of Simpson's 
Petttion, but the Board see no reason for deviating from 
thetr former dectston. 


JEAN DION'S CASE. 
1841. 
May 4th--He ts found competent in reading and writting under the Bye-Law 
of the 13th May and 16th June, 1836. 
May 7th--He ts examtned as to his fitness as a Pilot, and found defi- 


etent. 
June 4th--He ts examined as to his fitness as a Pilot, and found deft- 
etent. 
1844, 
June 4th--He ts examined as to his fitness as a Pilot, and found deft- 
etent. 
1845. 


April 12th--He ts found deftctent in the working of a ship. 

July 15th--He produces certtficates of Masters of Vessels of hts having 
worked vessels during the season. 

July 29th--He ts agatn examined, and being found competent to act as a 
Pilot, he obtatned his certiftcate. 


The Minutes here state that Dion was on the 15th tnstant approved by 
the Board for hts knowledge of the English Language and Arithmetic; but 
on reference to the Minutes of that date, tt ts found that the case is 
not therein so stated, which statements being constdered, tt was 


Resolved, That should the Board thus appear to have been misled in the 
case of Jean Dion, tt does not follow that Joseph Simpson should be 
recommended for a Branch, he betng unable to read or write English, 
and having no knowledge of Artthmettc, as requtred by the Bye-Law. 


Ordered, That a copy of the above minute be transmttted to Mr. Secretary 
Daly, for the information of Hts Excellency, the Administrator of 
the Government. 
Attest, 
(Stgned) LINDSAY & LEMOINE, 
Freie ite WO 


Resolved, That the satd Return be referred to a Select Committee, com- 
posed of Mr. Cauchon, the Honourable Mr. Laterrtére, Mr. Berthelot, 
Mr. DeWitt, and Mr. Bertrand, to report thereon with all conventent 
speed; at th power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Trinity House The Order of the Day for the second reading of the 
Bill, (Mont- Bill to repeal certain Acts and an Ordinance therein 
real.) menttoned, relating to the Trinity House at Montreal, 


and to amend and consolidate the provtstons thereof, 
betng read; 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and referred to a Select Commit- 
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tee, composed of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smith, the Honour- 
able Mr. Moffatt, Mr. Petrie, the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, Mr. Leslie, 
the Honourable Mr. Laterrtére and Mr. Willtams, to report thereon with 
all conventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, and re- 
cords. 


Macara's Re- The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
tie, Bull. the Bill for the reltef of John Macara, of the Ctty 


of Toronto, Esquire, being read; 
The said Bill was accordingly read; and ordered to be Engrossed. 


Cobourg Ratl- The Order of the Day for the second readina of 
road Bill. the Bill to revive and amend the Act of Upper Can- 


ada, tneorporating "the Cobourg Ratlroad Company," 
and for other purposes theretn menttoned, betng read; 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, : 


MRo MEYeRS, tutroducea ..,. ((the)) bill .... ~He said that the bill 
was to revive and amend and (sic) act of Upper Canada, incorporating the 
Cobourg rail road, since the incorporation nothing had been done, and 
it had been thought advisable by the persous (sic) interested, to sub- 
stitute a plank road and ferry; it was to be called the Cobourg and 
Rice Lake Plank Road and Ferry Company. 


(154) 
and committed to a Committee of the whole House on Monday next. 


Medicine and The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Surgery Bill. the Bill to regulate the Study and Practice of Medt- 
ctne, Surgery, and Midwifery in thts Province, betng 
read; 
The said Bill was accordingly read, 129 
MR. Ale GEN. SMITH introduced ... ((the)) bill.... He said that it 


was his intention to refer the bill to committee of the whole on Tues- 
day next, and as he believed the principle would be admitted, any dis- 
cussion might be reserved till the details came up in committee. The 
bill was to regulate the various courses of study, on the admission of 
persons to practise from schools out of the Province. The bill also ap- 
pointed a board of examiners. 


DR. BOUTHILLIER avait de l'objection a plusieurs clauses, entre autres 
celles qui obligaient les étudiants de faire en trois ans, les deux 
cours exigés par la loi. I1 croyait que 1'étudiant le pouvait faire en 
deux ans. I1 désirait que le bill fit référé 4 un comité spécial 127 


DR. NELSON parla dans le méme sensl28, ((He)) would suggest that 
the bill be referred to a select committee, and the debate would then 
not be protracted in committee of the whole.129 


DR. LATERRIERE s'étendit sur les détails du bill, il avait de lL'ob- 
jection 4 pEeyctne clauses du bill et désirait leur en substituer 
d'autres.130 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH said, that he would ((agree to have the bill re- 
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ferred to a Select Committee.))131 


(154) 
and referred to a Select Committee, composed of the Honourable Mr. At- 
torney General Smith, Mr. Taché, Mr. Bouthillier, Mr. Jessup, and Mr. 


(155) 
Foster, to report thereon with all convenient speed; wtth power to send 
for persons, papers, and records. 


Barton Con- The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
cesston Line the Bill to convey a part of the Concession Line be- 
BYLE. tween the third and fourth Coneesstons of the Tounshtp 


of Barton, tn the Gore District, to Robert Jarvis Ham- 
tlton, betng read; 
The satd Btll was accordingly read, and referred to the Standing 
Committee on Private Bills. 


Dempsey 's The Order of the Day for the House in Committee 
Reltef Bull. on the Btll to authortze the Courts of Queen's Bench 


and Chaneery, in Upper Canada, in their discretion, 
to admtt_John W. Dempsey to practise as an Attorney and Solicitor there- 
tn, betng read; 


Ordered, That the satd Order of the Day be postponed until Monday next. 


Leslie's Re- The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
ltef Bill. the Bill to tndemntfy Anthony Leslte, Inspector of 


Liteenses, for having, tn tgnorance of the Law, voted 
at the last Election for the County of Lanark, betng read; 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and ordered to be Engrossed. 


Trafalgar The Order of the Day for the House tn Committee 
Road Bill. on the Bill to tneorporate certatn persons as "the 


Trafalgar, Equestng, and Erin Road Company," being 
read; 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the satd Committee. 

Mr. Scott took the Chatr of the Comntttee, and after some time spent 
theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; 

And Mr. Scott reported that the Commtttee had gone through the Bill, 
and had made several amendments thereto, which he was dtrected to re- 
port to the House whenever tt shall be pleased to receive the same. 








Ordered, That the Report be received to-morrow. 


Great Western The Order of the Day for the House in Committee, 

Ratlroad Ex- on the Bill to tneorporate a Company to extend the 

tenston Bill. Great Western Ratlroad from Hamilton to Toronto, being 
read; 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the satd Committee. 

Mr. Ermatinger took the Chair of the Committee, and after some time 
spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 
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And Mr. Ermatinger reported that the Committee had gone through the 
Bill, and had made several amendments thereto, whtech he was dtrected to 
report to the House whenever it shall be pleased to receive the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


Hastings The Order of the Day for the House in Committee 
Titles Bill. on the Bill to remedy certain defects in the Registra- 


tion of Titles, in the County of Hastings, in Upper 
Canada, betng read; 


Ordered, That the said Order of the Day be postponed unttl Monday next. 


Vidal's Re- The Order of the Day for the House in Committee 
itef Bill. on the Bill to vest in Richard E. Vidal, his hetrs and 


assigns, the Government allowance for a Road across 
certain lots of land tn the Townshtp of Sarnia, in the Western District, 
now belonging to htm; and on the stxth Report of the Standing Committee 
on Private Bills, being read; 

The House accordingly resolved ttself into the satd Committee. 

Mr. Lantter took the Chair of the Committee, and after some time 
spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; 

And Mr. Lantter reported that the Commtttee had gone through the 
Bill, wtthout making any amendments thereto; and also that the Commtt- 
tee had come to a Resolution, whitch Resolution was again read at the 
Clerk's table, and agreed to by the House, and ts as followeth:-- 


Resolved, That that part of the Sixth Report of the Standing Committee 
on Private Bills, whtch relates to the present Bill, be adopted. 


Ordered, That the said Bill be Engrossed. 


Government The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Roads Bill. the Btll to prevent the opening of Government allow- 

ances for Roads wtthout an order from the Muntetpal 
Counetl of the Dtstrtet tn which the satd allowances are sttuated, 
betng read; 


Ordered, That the said Bill be read a second time on Monday next. 
Attendance of The Order of the Day for the second reading of 


Witnesses Brill, the Btll to enforce the attendance of Witnesses be- 
CO fore Magistrates tn Lower Canada tn certain cases, 
betng read; 


The satd Bill was accordingly read, and Committed to a Committee of 
the whole House. 
Mr. Cauchon took the Chatr of the Committee, 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER s'est opposé 4 cette mesure .... ((Elle 
donnait)) trop de pouvoir aux Py acres qui, pour la plupart, sont ig- 
norants, dans les campagnes.13 


((Plusieurs)) membres, qui sont magistrats, l'ont remercié du compli- 
ment .133 
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M. LANTIER. "Je ne remercie pas, a-t-il dit, l'honorable monsieur 
du compliment qu'il me fait, aprés avoir pris la peine de me nommer 
magistrat; il pouvait tout aussi bien me laisser tranquille chez moi, "134 


M. CHAUVEAU a ... parlé dans le méme sens, en trouvant ridicule que 
l'on trouve les lois de son pays mauvaises et les magistrats ignorants; 
et que lo'n (sic) ne rappelle pas les premiéres et ne démet pas les der- 


niers. "Quand on charge quelqu'un d'exécuter la loi, a dit M. Chauveau, 
on lui donne les moyens de 1'exécuter.'"135 
(155) 


and after some time spent therein, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 

And Mr. Cauchon reported that the Committee had gone through the 
Btll, and had made several amendments thereto, whtch amendments were 
again read at the Clerk's table, and agreed to by the House. 


Ordered, That the satd Btll, as amended, be Engrossed. 


Orders Post~ Ordered, That the rematning Orders of the Day be post- 
poned. poned unttl to-morrow. 


Then, on motton of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smtth, sec- 
onded by Mr. Solicttor General Taschereau, 
The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX, 23 APRIL 1846. 


((NOTICE OF QUESTION RE: COURT MARTIAL ACTS.)) 


MR. DRUMMOND gave notice of his intention to ask the Ministry whether 
it was their intention to take any steps to repeal the Acts 3 Vict. 
cap. 3, 5, 7, commonly called the Court Martial Acts, which were pas- 
sed in direct opposition to the law which created the Special Council, 
the body which originated them? Also, whether they intended to intro- 
duce any measure to assure to persons condemned and attainded by the 
said Courts eee the possession of their property confiscated by 
that attainder? 


FOOTNOTES - 23 APRIL 1846. 


1. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. The debate on this motion was reported by: 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846; BRITISH COLONIST, 8 May 1846; and 
MIRROR, 23 April 1846, and PILOT, 25 April 1846, in identical ac- 
counts. 

2. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1844. 

3, “ERED: 

4. « EBID: 

5. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

6 MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

7. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

8. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 18464. 

9. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 
10. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 


11. IBID. 
12. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 
13. IBID. 
14 IBID. 
15, BLD. 


16. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

17. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

18. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

19. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

20. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

MAb A UD) 

22. The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 
April 1846; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 25 April 1846; LA MINERVE, 27 
April 1846; and MIRROR, 23 April 1846, and PILOT, 25 April 1846, in 
identical accounts. There is a commentary in LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 
28 April 1846. LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 25, 28 April 1846, commented: : 
"Le bill de la Trinité de Quebec a été longuement discuté" and "la 
discussion fut tout a fait intéressante." Throughout this debate the 
French newspapers used the word "apprentif" rather than “apprenti"; 
this has been transcribed without a sic. 

23. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

24. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

25. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

26. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

27. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

28. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

29. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

30. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

31. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

32. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

33. DLA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 

34. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

Sejq INSU). 

36. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

37. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 
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38. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

39. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

40. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

41. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

42. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

43. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

44, MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

a56. 1G0D. 

46. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

47. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

48. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

49, MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

50. LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 25 April 1846. 

51. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

52. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

53. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 

54. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

55. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 

56. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

57. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

58. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 

59. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

60. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 

61. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

62. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. The account in the MIRROR, 23 April 
1846, says that "four splendid packets" were wrecked. 

63. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 

64. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

65. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 

66. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

67. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 

68. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

69. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

70. MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 

71. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
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LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846, reported: 


The debate on this matter was reported by: 
PILOT, 25 April 1846, and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 30 April 1846, in 


identical accounts. 
MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 


"il y a trente ou 


MIRROR, 23 April 1846, 


The debate on this matter was reported by MIRROR, 23 April 1846, 
PILOT, 25 April 1846, and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 30 April 1846, in 
identical accounts; and LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
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MIRROR, 23 April 1846. 
LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 25 April 1846. 
IBID. 
IBID. 
IBID. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 


FRIDAY, 24 APRIL 1846. 


(158) 
Petittons latd THE followtng Petitions were severally brought 
on the table. up and latd on the table. 


By the Honourable Mr. Moffatt,--The Petttton of 
the Reverend N. Guerout and others, members of the United Chureh of 
England and Ireland, in the Diocese of Quebec. 

By Mr. Colville,--The Petition of William Barrett and R. A. Symms, 
Esqutres, on behalf of the Commissioners of Common Schools for the 
Townshtp of Hemmtngford, tn the County of Beauharnots. 

By Mr. Foster,--The Petttion of Charles Allen and others, of Shef- 
ford, tn the County of Shefford. 

By Mr. Chabot,--The Petition of Thomas William Lloyd, Esqutre, and 
others, inhabitants and merchants of the City of Quebec. 

By Mr. Price,--The Petitton of John Adams and others, of the Town- 
shtp of Pickering, tn the Home District; and the Petttton of Charles 
Mathews and others, of the Township of Pickering, tn the Home District. 

By Mr. Boulton,--The Petition of the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop 
of Toronto and others, the Trustees Managing Committee, and others, tn- 
terested in the House of Industry of the City of Toronto. 

By Mr. Sherwood of Brockvtlle,--The Petttton of Thomas Percival 
and others, members of the Untted Church of England and Ireland, in the 
Townshtp of Eltzabethtown, tn the District of Johnstown; and the Pett- 


(156) 
tton of Richard Percival and others, members of the Untted Church of 
England and and Ireland, tn the District of Johnstown. 

By the Honourable Mr. Robtnson,--The Petitton of the Reverend Michael 
Harris, A.M., Rector, and others, the Wardens of St. James' Church, tn 
Perth; and the Petition of James Scott and others, of Orillia and 
Medonte, in the District of Simcoe. 

By the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smith,--The Petition of the 
Reverend David Connell and others, of the Township of Dunham, in the 
County of Misstsquot; squot; and the Petition of Bemon P. Warner ner and others, 
of the Townshtp of Dunham, in the County of Missisquot. — 

By the Honourable Mr. Baldwin,--The Petition of George S. Cotter 
and others, members of the United Church of England and Ireland, in the 
Mission of Newmarket, in the Home District; the Petttton of Thomas Aug- 
us tus Haines, Juntor, on behalf of the members of the Baptist Church 
at London, tn the County of Middlesex; and the Petition of the Reverend 
Dugald Si Stnelatr. 

By Mr. Ermatinger,--The Petition of the Reverend J. Gunne and others, 
members of the United Church of England and Ireland, in Dawn Dawn and other 
Tounships in the Diocese of Toronto; the Petition of the Reverend Rich- 
ard Flood and others, members of the Untted Church of England and Ire- 
Tand, tn Delaware and Caradoc, in the Diocese of Toronto; and the Pett- 
tion of the Reverend James Mockridge and others, members of the United 
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Church of England and Ireland, tn the Townshtp of Warwick, in the Dto- 
cese of Toronto. 

By Mr. Rousseaqu,--The Petttton of Edouard G. Dugré and others, of 
the Parish of St. Michel d'Yamaska. 

By the Honourable Mr. LaFontatne,--The Petttton of the Reverend 
Frangots P. Porlier, and others, of Terrebonne. 

By Mr. Soltettor General Taschereau,--The Petttton of the Reverend 
Robert Knight and others, members of the United Church of England and 
Ireland, tn the Dtocese of Quebec; and the Petttion of Narctisse Duches- 
nay, Esqutre, and others, of Ste. Marte and other Partshes, in the Dis- 
trict of Quebec. 

By Mr. Thompson,--The Petition of Aaron Overholt, of the Township 
of Ratnham, tn the District of Talbot. 

By the Honourable Mr. Soltettor General Sherwood,--The Petition of 
Thomas G. Rtdout, Esquire, and others, officers and members of the Tor- 
onto Mechanics’ Institute. ji 


The Speaker, MR. MORIN, 1 called the attention of the House to a ques- 
tion of privilege, having reference to Messrs. Horton and Warren, Com- 
missioners on the Middlesex contested election. ((The Speaker asked a 
question.) ) 


The Sergeant at Arms stated that he had these gentlemen in custody>. 


(156) 
Middlesex The Serjeant-at-Arms was directed, by Mr. Speaker, 
Electton. to bring to the Bar of the House Witlltam Horton and 


Thomas D. Warren, Esqutres, Commisstoners appointed 
to receive evidence in the matter of the Contested Electton for the 
County of Middlesex, now tn hts custody. 

The satd Commtsstoners were accordingly brought to the Bar by the 
Serjeant-at-Arms. 


William Horton, Esqutre, interrogated. 


Question 1.--Are you Willtam Horton, Chairman of the Commtsstoners 
appointed by this House to take evidence in the matter of the Contested 
Election for the County of Middlesex? 

Answer.--I am. 

Thomas D. Warren, Esqutre, interrogated. 

Question 2.--Are you Thomas D. Warren, one of the Commissioners ap- 
pointed by thts House to take evidence in the matter of the Contested 
Eleetton for the County of Middlesex? 

Answer.--I am. 

The Order of the House, of the thirty-first day of March last, for 
the appearance of Willtam Horton and Thomas D. Warren, Esquires, Com- 
missioners appointed for the County of Middlesex, was read. 

The Order of the House, of the twentieth of April tnstant, that 
the satd Commissioners be taken into the custody of the Serjeant-at- 
Arms, attending this House, or his Deputy, was also read. 

Willtam Horton, Esquire, again interrogated. 
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Question 3.--Have you anything to say on your behalf, bestdes what 
ts contained in your Petition, presented to thts House? 

Answer.--Nothing further. 

Thomas D. Warren, Esquire, agatn interrogated. 

Question 4.--Have you anything to say on your behalf, bestdes what 
ts contatned tn your Petition, presented to thts House? 

Answer.--Nothing further. 


MR. MORIN communicated to them the resolution of the House, "that 
they had been guilty, of neglect in not sending the report of their pro- 
ceedings at the opening of the Session; and further, that, in consequence 
of this neglect, they were to be taken into custody by the Sergeant at 
Arms." 


(156) 
Ordered, That William Horton and Thomas D. Warren, Esquires, be directed 
to withdraw. 


Mr. Horton and Mr. Warren then wtthdrew. 


MR. AYLWIN? said, it became his duty to make a motion to deal with 
those gentlemen in a manner which became imperative, considering the 
importance of the matter in hand, and the offence of which they had been 
guilty. By an order of the House, they had been directed to attend at 
the bar, in order to account for a delay in sending the report of the 
commission with which they had the honor of being entrusted by the House, 
and they thought that the representation, or petition, which he held in 
his hand was a good and sufficient answer to the charge brought against 
them. Then if it were - if hon. members came to this resolution that 
the petition contained a sufficient excuse, he would say, that it might 
as well cease to exist. A petition had been sent to that House alleg- 
ing that persons who now sit in the House, had usurped the seats of 
those who were rightfully entitled to them. (Cries of order, order.)6 


MR. ROBINSON rose to call the hon. member to order. The hon. mem- 
ber had no right to say, that any one holding a seat in the House was a 
eed a and he was rather surprised to hear such an expression made 
use of. 


MR. G. MACDONELL, of Dundas, had another complaint to make against 
the hon. member. When called to order by the hon. member for Simcoe 
he should have take (sic) his seat, and not have remained standing. 
(Hear, hear.) 


MR. AYLWIN hoped he would be allowed to proceed if all the questions 
of order were settled. A gentleman had come to the bar of the House, 
stating that he had a right to a seat now occupied by another and showed 
that the sitting member was not the true representative. ("Order.") 

Mr. Aylwin sat down. ? 


"Go on, go on," from the other side of the House.10 


MR. AYLWIN repeated, that a gentleman had come to the bar and made 
his statement, and what was more, had given security that he would pro- 
secute his claim. The House had entrusted the persons who had just 
withdrawn from the bar with the investigation of .this subject, and in 
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what way had they performed their duty? He would condemn them out of 
their own mouth. By the petition of those gentlemen, it appeared that 
they proceeded to take evidence on the 21st February, 1845, and now on 
the 24th April, 1846, they were brought before the House for not having 
sent in their report at an earlier period. One of the oaths taken by 
the judges, and taken also by the Queen, was to render justice, speedy 
justice, and he would ask was any member in the House prepared to say 
that these Commissioners had not made a most unjustifiable delay? And 
what is the palliation; do they give any reason for such delay? Oh, 
yes! But what is it? "That the sitting member refused to proceed with 
the examination of witnesses, in consequence of the illegality of the 
proceedings of the commission.'"' Now would it be believed that any man 
to whom a commission was intrusted by that House would allow a sitting 
member to refuse to proceed with the examination of witnesses? Would 
such a thing be credited for a moment? By the order of the House, these 
Commissioners had been appointed judges, subordinate judges if you please, 
but nevertheless with all the powers and all the responsibilities at- 
tending that office, and yet by the simple refusal of the sitting mem- 
ber, they allowed their proceedings to be put a stop to. If that course 
were to be upheld, he would say it was better to rescind the bill relat- 
ing to contested elections altogether, and tell them at once it was all 
a farce, a mockery, to contest an election; that the return of the Return- 
ing Officer was sufficient to secure the seat of a member. Yes, if that 
action of the Commissioners was to be maintained, he would say it was 

as bad as a case which had occurred in the first session of this Parlia- 
ment, where, although the Returning Officer made it appear that an hon. 
member now sitting not far from him (Mr. Woods) had the greatest number 
of votes, another gentleman walked into the House. No, he did not, and 
it was a pity, but he claimed to be fully entitled to take his seat. 

Why not at once give up the freedom of elections - say it was a mere 
farce - and not permit men under a false impression to spend large sums, 
and lose their money, in contesting them, and after all to be turned 
away when they come to the bar, because the Commissioners allowed them- 
selves to be governed by a sitting member. (Hear, hear.) According to 
their own statement, those Commissioners adjourned from time to time 
till the seventh of April. By what right he would ask? Did they not 
know that in so doing they were acting in direct contravention to the 
statute? It was generally supposed that they would give some good and 
sufficient reason for this adjournment, but so far were they from at- 
tempting any thing of the kind, what when brought as culprits to the 
bar, they said they had nothing further to state than what was contained 
in their petition. Now he was unable to discover any thing in that pe- 
tition which could excuse this conduct. They must have seen the pro- 
clamation calling the Parliament together at a much earlier period; 

that proclamation found every hon. member in the Province, and he and 
other hon. members found themselves in consequence bound to take their 
seats. But these persons assumed a higher right, they forsooth adjourned 
till the seventh of April, long after the House met, and he supposed the 
mere statement that they had done so, was quite sufficient to exonerate 
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them from all punishment, and to have it said that it was all very right 
and very proper. In that case he would ask hon. gentlemen on the other 
side of the House, if they had a right to adjourn till the seventh of 
April 1846, would they not have the same right to adjourn till the sev- 
enth of April 1847.11 | 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD, "certainly."12 


MR. AYLWIN ((continued:)) Then if so, they had acted contrary to 
the statute. He would however, draw the attention of hon. members ag- 
ain to the petition he held in ((his)) hands. After this violation of 
law of which these culprits had been guilty, they now come before the 
House with an expression of regret that they have incurred its censure, 
and attributing their faults to their want of experience, this being 
the first commission upon which they had acted. He must say he liked 
that. (Hear and laughter.) ''They regret having incurred the censure 
of your hon. House." (Hear, hear.) Certainly it was remarkably well 
expressed. Then there is their want of experience. He must say he 
looked upon it as very strange, that after a man had taken upon himself 
such an honourable trust as the House had imposed on these gentlemen, 
should afterwards come before them alleging that he wanted experience. 
It would seem that they expected to be honoured with another commis- 
sion. 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD - asked the hon. member to read that part of 
the petition which expressed such a wish.14 


MR. AYLWIN - said there was no direct wish to that effect expressed, 
but from the expression made use of, "the first commission on which 
they acted,'' he was led to draw that conclusion. But he sincerely 
hoped they never would, and he for one would never forget the manner 
in which they had discharged their duty. He did not wish to say that 
their conduct had been wilful or malicious, but it was evident that 
they had been guilty of a most unjustifiable delay, delays being the 
pet children of Courts of Justice and Parliaments. If there was one 
case more than another which called for speedy justice, it was the 
case of contested election, and if the person petitioned against a 
man of honor, he would never rest satisfied, nor cease to exert every 
means to take the stain off his election. In conclusion, the hon. 
gentleman said he would be sorry to put any man in prison, he had been 
in prison himself, (hear, hear and laughter,) yes, he had been in 
prison himself and he well knew what it was, but if the course he pro- 
posed should be carried out, and these gentlemen were confined in pri- 
son and five minutes aftewards (sic) a petition was received from then, 
he would be the first one to vote for their liberation. He would how- 
ever, be wanting in his duty as a public prosecutor, he would be want- 
ing in his duty to the Hocse (sic), if he did not make the motion he 
then held in his hand, that Messrs. Horton and Warren had been guilty 
of high contempt, and if it carried he would follow it up with another 
motion for their incarceration.15 
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(156) 

The Honourable Mr. Aylwin, seconded by Mr. Taché, moved, that Wwil- 
Liam Horton and Thomas D. Warren, Commissioners appointed by thts 
House to take evtdence in the matter of the Contested Election for 
the County of Middlesex, having neglected and delayed to make a Re- 
turn to the satd Commission, and having presumed to adjourn the pro- 
ceedings under the same, to a pertod of time subsequent to the com- 
menecement of the present Sesston of Parliament, having been guilty of 
high contempt and breach of the prtvtleges of this House. 








MR. GOWAN proposed to make some remarks on the tirade of the hon. 
member for Quebec. That hon gentleman's great objection to the peti- 
tion of the commissioners, was the delay which occurred in laying the 
evidence before the House, they having met, as he stated, on the 21st 
February, 1845, a space of fourteen months having elapsed since that 
time. If the hon. member had taken the trouble to inform himself of 
the true state of the case, he might have saved himself and saved the 
House the tirade he had just inflicted on them. The commissioners had 
met on the 21st Feby., as stated by that hon. member, and continued 
day by day to take evidence till the 3rd March, on which day, Mr. Tif- 
fany, the commissioner, named by himself, was the man who made the 
proposal to adjourn till the 30th ieee? 


Hear, hear, from the Ministerial benches./ 


MR. GOWAN ((resumed:)) He would ask was the Parliament sitting on 
the 30th June? The hon. gentleman well knew that it had risen, and 
consequently it was impossible to lay any proceedings before it. What 
then became of his delay of fourteen months? The adjournment till the 
30th June, was at the instance of his friend Mr. Tiffany, and it was 
thus that the delay was caused. The hon. member then laid great stress 
on the adjournment till the 7th April, and he would admit if they had 
committed an error, it was in making that adjournment. 18 


"Hear," from MR. AYLWIN.19 


MR. GOWAN ((continued:)) But it was not with the intention of de- 
ferring justice, as that hon. member would make it appear. 20 


MR. AYLWIN's expression was to delay justice. 41 


MR. GOWAN - Well to delay justice. On the contrary, it would ap- 
pear that all their proceedings shewed they were very tenacious of 
justice. The sitting member protested against the course taken by Mr. 
Tiffany, as would appear on the record before the House; but they went 
on in spite of that protest to make an ex parte examination of witnes- 
ses until the pétitioner stated he was satisfied before they had got 
through the tenth part of the disputed votes. And he would ask the 
hon. member for Quebec what object could the commissioners have in 
holding back the evidence; how was it in their power to delay the ends 
of justice? No, they acted in a manner to save expense, and as they 
conceived according to the orders of the House, and the law of the land. 
It was very easy for the hon. member to abuse prisoners in the style he 
had done; but whose characters stood as high & were as unimpeachable as 
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that of the hon. member himself. And he (Mr. G) could assert that 
those gentlemen were incapable of acting as partisans when they were 
bound by their oaths to do justice. The hon. member then moved in 
amendment, that that part of Mr. Aylwin's motion accusing Messrs. Hor- 
ton and Warren of contempt, be expunged, and that it be resolved, hav- 
ing satistorily (sic) answered the charge, that they be admonished and 
discharged. 


(156) 

Mr. Gowan moved, in amendment, seconded by the Honourable Mr. De- 
Bleury, That all the words after "moved" in the satd motion be struck 
out, and the following substituted,. "That Willtam Horton and Thomas D. 
Warren, Esqutres, having thts day appeared at the Bar, pursuant to the 
order of thts House, and having answered all such questtons as were put 
to them, and having also by thetr petition represented, that the cause 
for not having sooner transmttted the evidence taken before them tn the 
case of the Controverted Election for the County of Middlesex, was not 
owing to any contempt for, or disrespect of the House, but solely to a 
misconeeption of thetr duty and to an anxtous destre to carry out the 
orders of the House, they be admontshed by Mr. Speaker and discharged." 





MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD was not prepared to vote either for the mo- 
tion or amendment. The first was too severe, and the latter was con- 
tradictory, as it did not state that the Commissioners were guilty of 
any error and yet requires their admonition. It appeared to him that 
the original motion might be so amended as to meet with the support of 
the House. He was as anxious as any one, that a man who took upon him- 
self a commission should not act in such a manner as to compromise the 
proceedings of the House, but from anything that appeared he could not 
conceive for a moment that such was the wish of the intention of the 
gentlemen who had withdrawn from the bar, although he would at once ad- 
mit that they had acted illegally, and that in the face of the Act of 
Parliament, in adjourning until the 7th April. Now according to the 
motion of the hon. member they were guilty of high contempt and a 
breach of privilege and yet it had not been shewn that the animus, the 
wilful intention of doing wrong was present, and if that could not be 
proved, no one would say that they were guilty of contempt. The most 
they could be charged with was an unintentional error. The amendment 
of the hon. member for Leeds on the other hand said they had answered 
every question satisfactorily. But he (Solicitor General) did not 
think so, they had not satisfied him, and he was prepared to move that 
they had been guilty of a breach of the privileges of the House, though 
unintentionally. If he could conceive for a moment that those gentle- 
men with whom he was well acquainted, and for whom he entertained the 
highest respect, knew that they were acting in direct contravention to 
the act, he would vote for the infliction of the extremest penalty. 

But as he could not take that view of it, there being nothing to show 
that they had done so, he would put his motion in a milder form, fully 
satisfied that in so doing the privileges and dignity of the House would 
be fully maintained. 2 
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MR. G. MACDONELL: of Dundas would wish to see the letter of instruc- 
tions under which the Commissioners acted, and then came the question 
so far as he was concerned, whether a day or two should not be allowed 
to consider as to what course he would take on this subject. (No, no.) 
Then he must vote against every motion before the House. He would say 
however that before the House determined that these gentlemen had been 
guilty, their conduct ought to be compared with the instructions sent 
them, and if it then appeared that they had departed from them, to in- 
flict punishment, but if that were not done he could not discover in 
what manner the House could’ come to a conclusion on the subject. 24 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD, Glengary, asked what would be tho (sic) next 
step, he supposed to commit them to prison; now he did not consider this 
fair, he could not believe that the commissioners would be guilty of an 
intentional and wilful contempt of this House. The commissioners might 
have had a difference of opinion on some point. It is well known that 
both election committees, and this House are often convulsed, on account 
of a difference of opinion; and he would ask, was it to be wondered at 
that the commissioners should have a difference of opinion? He believed 
that on this account they had adjourned to the time they did, hoping 
that the House would sit in the meantime, and that they should be able 
to obtain some directions as to their future course of procedure. He 
would put the question to every member in this House, and ask whether 
this could be considered as an intentional contempt of this House, he 
thought not, and he was therefore prepared to vote against both the mem- 
ber for Quebec, and the amendment of the member for Leeds, and vote for 
the amendment proposed by the Solicitor General West. 29 


MR. WILLIAMS said that the amendment of the member for Leeds was 
inconsistent with itself, for if the commissioners had satisfactorily 
answered the questions put to them, they ought not to be reprimanded by 
the Speaker. To the main motion he had an objection, and it was this, 
that the commissioners were said to have been guilty of a high contempt 
of this House. He did not believe that it could be said that they were 
guilty of such an offence, nor did he believe that any hon. member in 
this House could conscientiously say so. 


MR. AYLWIN. - I do.2/ 


MR. WILLIAMS - If the hon. member for Quebec did believe so, it 
was his duty to have questioned the commissioners when at the bar to 
bring out that fact; but he (Mr. Aylwin) had not done so. He (Mr. 
Williams) considered it too severe to say that they had been guilty of 
a high contempt of this House. 28 


MR. RIDDELL would vote for the amendment of the member for Leeds, 
for he could not see that the commissioners had been guilty of either 
a high contempt of this House or a wilful breach of its privileges; he 
HNO Ne they acted through ignorance, and were not to be punished 
Powe erty 


MR. WILLIAMS - The commissioners adjourned to a time when they thought 
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that the parliament would be sitting, and intending to have written to 
the Chairman of the Election Committee for instructions. 


MR. BALDWIN - said no one could pretend to say the Commissioners 
could be justified, with the act of Parliament staring them in the face 
requiring that the committee should meet for business, two days after 
the opening of the session, whereas they adjourned till ten days after. 
Whether intententionally (sic) or unintentionally was a case in their 
own breasts, but it was clearly a violation of the law which should be 
visited by the House with punishment, and if a strong case such as the 
hon. member for Durham, referred to, could be made out, he would not 
vote for their temporary imprisonment, but that they should not be dis- 
charged during the whole session. Now the gentlemen in custody of the 
Sergeant were in a far worse position than those who ((stood)) at their 
Bar a few days ago. The latter were merely charged with neglect, 
whilst the gentlemen whose conduct is at present under discussion were 
guilty of a breach of privilege, and if the motion of the hon. Solici- 
tor General were carried it would place them exactly on a par. In his 
mind then (sic) was no comparison in the extent of the offence in the 
two cases and he felt that they would do those gentlemen who had been 
punished in the West Halton election case an injustice if they awarded 
the same amount of punishment to those Prisoners, who were guilty of a 
much greater offence, but he found that they could not go quite so far 
as his hon. friend from Quebec on that occasion as he had felt very 
great pain in voting for the resolution which was passed. But in this 
case, where the gentlemen had acted so directly contrary to law and 
with the law staring them in the face, he could come to no other con- 
clusion than that they were guilty of high contempt and if his hon. 
friend would modify his motion he would vote for it the more readily 
as he had not a doubt in his own mind they should be committed. He 
must say there was not much to be said in their favour, as instead of 
taking a course calculated to bring the matter to a speedy and satis- 
factory conclusion, they by their own abstract views of the Act, had 
taken that which was most certainly calculated to cause expense and 
trouble. Even if the House should not support him in his views, he 
was determined not to let them off without some very severe visitation 
from the House2!, 


Some words ((were exchanged)) between MR. GOWAN and MR. AYLWIN?2. 


MR. GOWAN said that there were three persons included in the commis- 
sion; one of them had been brought before the House and discharged. Now, 
he believed, that there would be more or less of party mixed up in the 
matter. And he would ask what appearance the motion of the member for 
Quebec would have before the country, to imprison two of the commis- 
sioners who belonged to an opposite party, and dismiss one of them who 
belonged to the same party as did the member for Quebec? The very ap- 
pearance of it would disgust the country. In his opinion equal jus- 
tice ought to be dealt out to all the commissioners. If they have 
acted wrong, the House ought to punish them equally. The hon. member 
for Quebec says that he stands here as a public prosecutor. He (Mr. 
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G.) regretted to hear him say so. He ought not to stand in that posi- 
tion, for he is sworn to try the case. He is a juror to try the con- 
troverted election. (Hear, hear.) He (Mr. G.) hoped he would hear, 
and understand to (sic). He did not believe that the commissioners 
had been guilty of contempt of the House; for mark, their conduct when 
they received the summons of this House, they do not wait till the 
Sergeant at Arms goes for them, and compels their attendance, but they 
immediately set off for this House, and they meet the Sergeant at Arms 
at Coteau du Lac. He (Mr. G.) could not vote for the amendment of the 
Sol. General, for he could not arrive at the same conclusion. Does he 
(Mr. Sherwood) mean to say that they have violated any order of the 
House. The Sol. Gen. says, that they have violated the laws of the 
land; but does every one that violates the law of the land commit a 
breach of the privileges of this House. He (Mr. G.) would ask, if the 
commissioners had violated any instructions of this House? He believed 
not. He would, therefore, still press his motion, and have the com- 
missioners admonished and dhiscarged (sic) .33 


MR. DICKSON - could not vote for the motion of the hon. and learned 
member for Quebec, neither could he vote for the amendment of the hon. 
and almost learned member for Leeds. The answers given at the bar were 
in his (Mr. Dickson's) opinion satisfactory, notwithstanding the sophis- 
try of the hon. member for Leeds who urged in support of his amendment, 
the correct answers given to the questions, "what is your name, &c." 
(laughter.) What he (Mr. Dickson) would regard as satisfactory, would 
be reasons, and not answers to questions of mere form. He thought the 
honor and dignity of the House ought to be maintained, but did not 
think it necessary for the attainment of that end to send the Commis-— 
sioners to gaol. They certainly had not done what was required of them, 
they had offended against the honor and authority of the House, but 
they had offered what is usually accepted by society in such cases, an 
apology, and it would in his view, accord more with the dignity of the 
House to abide by the same rule than to resort to vengeance. Allusion 
had been made to another Commissioner who had been at the bar a few 
days before, and who, if the motion of the hon. member for Quebec were 
carried, would certainly appear to have been leniently dealt with. He 
(Mr. Dickson) regarded that Commissioner as equally guilty with those 
then at the bar, although the fact of his absence from the meeting at 
which the last adjournment was resolved upon, might be urged in his 
favor. He (Mr. Dickson) would, under all the circumstances of the case, 
vote for the amendment proposed by the hon. Sol. Gen. West. 34 


MR. AYLWIN - The hon. member for Leeds had alluded to party feeling, 
influencing the disposition of members towards the commissioners. 


MR. GOWAN - I entirely acquitted you of any such feeling in the 
matter. 36 


MR. AYLWIN knew not which of the Commissioners was of this poli- 
tical opinion or of that; he merely desired to maintain the honor and 
dignity of the House, and that he thought could only be done by adopt- 
ing the course he had pursued; he was the last man to imprison another 
could it be avoided, but in this instance it could not; the House 
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could not stultify itself; the law had been plainly violated by profes- 
sional men who had solemnly undertaken to discharge a duty for the House 
and for the country; acts alone were to be looked at, and not intentions. 
What law enquires into the intentions of a criminal? In the present 
instance an Act of Parliament limited the power of adjournment of com- 
missioners as clearly as it did that of the committee; no committee 

dare adjourn but from day to day; did they act otherwise, they would 

be sent to gaol; and if a committee would be so dealt with, was it to 

be tolerated in a commissioner to adjourn for whole months. The peti- 
tion of the commissioners meant to show that they had erred unintention- 
ally; that might be, they might be as ignorant as their friends repre- 
sented them, and if so, ought, morally speaking, to be discharged; but 
that House was not to judge morally but according to facts.3/ 


(156) 
The Questton having been put upon the motton of amendment, a dtvt- 
ston ensued, and the names being called for, they were taken down as 
followeth:-- 


YEAS. 


Boulton, Cayley, Colville, Daly, DeBleury, Attorney General Draper, 
Ermatinger, Foster, Gowan, eS Maedonald of CORNWALL, Macdonald of 


KINGSTON, Meyers, yers, Moffatt, Monro, Murney, urney, Petrie, Riddell Sherwood of 
BROCKVILLE, Smtth of FRONTENAC, Stewart of BYTOWN, and abe fem --(22.) 


NAYS. 


Aylwin, Baldwin, Berthelot, Bertrand, Bouthillter, Cauchon, Chalmers, 
Chauveau, Christve, Cummings, besaulters, Dewutt, Dickson, Dug. Duggan, Fran- 
chere, Guillet, Lacoste, LaFontaine, La Lantter, L« Laterrtére, Laurin, Les- 
Lies Macdonald of GLENGARRY, Macdonell of DUNDAS, Macdonell of STORMONT, 
M'’Connell, Méthot, Paptneau, Powell, Price, Roblin,» Raussen Rousseau, Seott, 
Seymour , colietton General She Gaon: Attorney General Smith, Smith of 
WENTWORTH, Stewart of PRESCOTT, Taché, Soltettor General Tgeeiareane. 
Thompson, Viger, Williams, and Woods.--(44.) 














So tt passed tn the negative. 


The Honourable Mr. Solicitor General Sherwood then moved, in amend- 
ment to the matn motton, seconded by Mr. Witltams, That all the words 
after the word "guilty" tn the satd motion, be struck out, and the fol- 


(157) 
lowing substituted, "(though, in the optnion of thts House, unintentton- 
ally) of a breach of its privileges." 

The Question having been put upon the said motton of amendment, a 
divtston ensued, and the names being called for, they were taken down 
as followeth:-- 

YEAS. 


Chalmers, Christte, Colville, Cummings, Daly, DeBleury, Dickson, 
Attorney General Draper, Duggan, Ermatinger, Foster, Guillet, Jessup, 
Macdonald of CORNWALL, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, Macdonald of KINGSTON, 
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Macdonell of DUNDAS, M'Connell, Méthot, Meyers, Moffatt, Monro, Murney, 
Paptneau, Powell, Petrie, Robinson, Roblin, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCK- 
VILLE, Soltettor General Sherwood, Smtth of FRONTENAC, Attorney General 
Smith, Smith of WENTOWRTH, Stewart of BYTOWN, Stewart of PRESCOTT, Soli- 
ettor General Taschereau, Thompson, Viger, Webster, Williams, and Woods.-- 
(42. ) 





NAYS. 


Aylwin, Baldwin, Berthelot, Bertrand, Bouthillier, Cauchon, Chauveau, 
Desaulmers, DeWitt, Franehére, Lacoste, LaFontatne, Lantier, Laterriére, 
Laurin, LeMotne, Leslie, Macdonell of STORMONT, Price, Rousseau, Scott, 
and Taché.--(22.) 


So tt was earrted in the afftrmative. 


The Questton being then put on the matn motton, as amended, the 
House again divided thereon, and the names betng called for, they were 
taken doun as in the last preceding diviston. 

So tt was carrted tn the affirmative, and 


Ordered, Accordingly. 


The Honourable Mr. Solicttor General Sherwood moved, seconded by 
Mr. Williams, that William Horton, Esqutre, and Thomas D. Warren, Es- 
quire, Commtsstoners appotnted to take evtdence upon the trial of the 
Controverted Election for the County of Middlesex, be admonished by 
Mr, Speaker, for the breach of the privtleges of this House, of which 


they have been gutlty, and that they be then discharged. 


MR. MOFFATT had voted for the amendment of the hon. member for 
Leeds, because of the lenient treatment the other commissioners had 
received. Did he think that the commissioners had committed the wrong 
complained of intentionally he would vote for the motion of the hon. 
member for Quebec; but he could not take that view of their conduct, 
and would, therefore, vote for the amendment of the hon. Solicitor 
Genera e 


MR. LAFONTAINE would vote against the motion as amended; for the 
House having determined that the commissioners had erred unintention- 
ally could not consistently sentence them to any punishment. Where 
there was no wrong intention, there was no real crime. 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD, of Glengarry, was of the same opinion as that 
just expressed by the hon. and learned member for Terrebonne, and would 
vote accordingly. 4 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD said, that the motion declared that a breach 
of the privileges of the House had been committed, but the punishment 
was regulated by the extenuating circumstances set forth in the peti- 
tion. 41 


(157) 
The Question having been put upon the satd motton, a divtston en- 
sued, and the names being called for, they were taken down as follow- 
eth:-- 
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YEAS. 


Cayley, Chalmers, Christte, Colville, Cummings, Daly, DeBleury, Dick- 
son, Attorney General Draper, Duggan, Ermatinger, Foster, Guillet, Jes- 
sup, Macdonald of CORNWALL, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Macdonell of DUNDAS, 
Méthot, Meyers, Moffatt, Monro, Papineau, Powell, Petrie, Riddell, Rob- 
1nson, ROBTin, Seott, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Soltcitor General 
Sherwood, Smtth of FRONTENAC, Attorney General Smith, Smith of WENTWORTH, 
Stewart of PRESCOTT, Soltettor General Taschereau, Thompson, Viger, Web- 
ster, Witlltams, and Woods.--(41.) 


NAYS. 














Baldwin, Berthelot, Bertrand, Bouthtllier, Cauchon, Chauveau, Desaul- 
nters, DeWitt, Franchére, Gowan, Lacoste, LaFontatne, Lantter, Later- 





MONT, M'Connell, Price, Rousseau, and Taché.--(23.) 
So tt was carrted tn the afftrmative, and 
Ordered, Accordingly. 


Mr. Speaker acquainted the House that he tntended addressing the 
Commisstoners in the words following, vtzZ.:-- 

William Horton and Thomas D. Warren, Esquires, 

The offence of which you have been declared by thts House to be 
gutlty (though not tntenttonally), ts of a very grave nature. The neg- 
Leet and delay on your part to make a Return of your proceedings, and 
the adjournment of your sittings, contrary to law, to a pertod of time 
subsequent to the commencement of the present Session of Parliament, 
are tn direct opposttton to the Rules whtch ought to have been your 
guide, tn a matter so vitally affecting the prtvileges and the very 
constitution of this House; I have therefore to admontsh you, by order 
of the House, whtech I do; and I tnttmate to you the further order of 
the House that you be now dtscharged. 


Ordered, That Willtam Horton, Esquire, and Thomas D. Warren, Esquire, 
do now attend at the Bar of the House. 


The satd William Horton, Esquire, and Thomas D. Warren, Esqutre, 
were then called to the Bar of the House, and admonished by Mr. Speaker, 
and dtscharged. 

Then they wtthdrew. 


Message from A Message from the Legtslattve Counetl by John 

Legislative Fenntngs Taylor, Esquire, one of the Masters tin 

Council. Chancery. 

Queen's Col- MR. SPEAKER, 

Lege Estates The Legislative Counetl have passed a Btll, intt- 

BULGs tuled, "An Act to transfer to "Queen's College at 
Kingston," certain estates, rights, and liabilities 


of "'the University at Kingston,'" to which they destre the concurrence 
of the Assembly. 
And then he withdrew. 
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An Engrossed Bill from the Legislative Council, intttuled, "An Act 
to transfer to "Queen's College at Kingston," certain estates, rights, 
and liabilittes "of the University at Kingston," was read for the first 
time. 


Report of Super- Mr. Speaker latd before the House the Report of 
intendant of the Superintendent of Elementary Education for Lower 
Educatton. Canada, for the year 1845. 


(For the satd Report, see Appendix P.) 


Printed. Ordered, That two hundred and fifty copies of the 
satd Report be printed tn each of the English and 
French languages, for the use of the Members of this House. 


Magdalen The Honourable Mr. Daly, one of Her Majesty's 
Islands Executtve Counetl, reported that he had, according 
Address. to order, watted upon his Excellency, the Adminis- 


trator of the Government, on the part of this House, 
wtth the Jotnt Address of both Houses, on the subject of the annexa- 
tion of the Magdalen Islands to the Province of Prince Edward Island; 
and that His Excellency had been pleased to give the following answer:-- 


Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, and Gentlemen of the 
Legistative Assembly, 


I enttrely concur wtth the sentiments expressed in your Jotnt Address, 
against the annexation of the Magdalen Islands to the Government of 
Prinee Edward Island, and I shall have much pleasure tn recommending 
the subject to the Secretary of State for the favourable consideration 
of Her Majesty's Government. 


Common An Engrossed Bill for the better establtshmnent 
School Bill, and matntenanee of Common Schools in Upper Canada, 
AU Gad was read for the third time. 


Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, do carry the 
satd Bill to the Legtslative Council, and destre thetr concurrence. 


Butlding So- An Engrossed Bill, to extend the provistons of 
ctettes Bill. the Act tneorporating the Montreal Building Soctety 


to the several Cities and Towns in Upper Canada, was 
read for the third ttme. 


Resolved, That the Bill do pass, and the Title be, "An Act to encourage 
the establishment of certain Soctettes, commonly called Butldtng 
Socteties, tn that part of the Province of Canada, formerly con- 
stttuting Upper Canada." 


(158) 
Ordered, That Mr. Boulton do carry the said Bill to the Legislative 
Counetl, and destre their concurrence. 


Vidal's Re- An Engrossed Bill, to vest tn Richard E. Vidal, 
ives BLLL. hts heirs and assigns, the Government allowance fot for 
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a road across certain lots of land in the Township of Sarnia, tn the 
Western District, now belonging to him, was read for the third time. 
Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That Mr. Woods do carry the said Bill to the Legislative Coun- 
etl, and destre thetr concurrence. 


Presbytertan An Engrossed Bill, to enable the Ministers of the 
Synod Reltef Assoctate Presbytertan Synod of North America to 
Bile. keep Registers of Baptisms, Marrtages, and Burials, 


performed by them, and for other purposes, was read 
for the third time. 


Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That Mr. Colville do carry the satd Bill to the Legtslative 
Counetl, and desire their concurrence. 





Witnesses At- An Engrossed Bill, to enforce the attendance of 
tendanee Bill, Witnesses before Magtstrates in Lower Canada, in 
(asta) certatn cases, was read for the third time. 


Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That Mr. Solicttor General Taschereau do carry the said Bill 
to the Legtslattve Counctl, and destre thetr concurrence. 


Leslie's Indem- An Engrossed Bill, to indemntfy Anthony Leslte, 
niftcatton Bill. Inspector of Lteenses, for having, in tgnorance of 

the Law, voted at the late Election for the County 
of Lanark, was read for the thtrd time. 


Resolved, That the Btll do pass. 


Ordered, That Mr. Leslte do carry the satd Bill to the Legislative 
Counetl, and desire thetr coneurrence. 





Macara's Re- An Engrossed Bill, for the reltef of John Macara, 
ltef Bill. of the City of Toronto, Esquire, was read for the 
third time. 


Resolved, That the Bill do pass, and the tittle be, "An Act for the re- 
ltef of John Macara, of the City of Toronto, Esquire, and of other 
Soltettors, Writers, and Advocates, before the Shertffs' Courts of 
Scotland." 


Ordered, That Mr. Macdonald, of Kingston, do carry the satd Bill to the 
Legtslative Counetl, and destre thetr concurrence. 


Wild Fowl An Engrossed Bill, for the better preservation of 
Preserva- certain Wild Fowl, tn the County of L'Islet, was read 
LLOMCBLLES for the thtrd time. 


Resolved, That the Btll do pass. 


Ordered, That Mr. Taché do carry the said Bill to the Legislative Coun- 
etl, and desire thetr coneurrence. 


ae 


Petitions read. Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the following 
Pettttons were read. 

Of John A. Pierce and others, who have purchased portions of the 
Lands of the late Captain Willtam Duncan, of Williamsburgh, tn the 
County of Dundas; praying that the Bill granting letters of prefer- 
ence to Jultet Vanzandt, may not pass tnto a Law. 

Of Joseph Browttt and others, of Dereham, and other Townships, in 
the District of Brock; praying for the construction of a Harbour at Port 
Burwell, and that the Township of Bayham may be annexed to the said Dis- 
trtet, in exchange for a part of the Township of Nissourt, to be an- 
nexed to the District of London. 

Of Robert Julyan, Asststant Harbour Master of the Port of Quebec; 
praying that hts duttes may be defined, and that he may have a seat at 
the Trintty Board, during the absence of the Harbour Master; of that 
the said Harbour be divtded into distinet Districts, and placed under 
the control of dtstinet Harbour Masters. 

Of William Tremain and others, Lumbermen, and others; praying that 
the owners of Mills may be required to erect Slides of a certain stze 
upon their Mill Dams. 

Of Edward Hollingsworth, and others, members of the United Church 
of England and Ireland, in the Townshtp of Tyendinaga, in the Dtocese 
of Toronto; and of the Reverend Paul Shirley, and others, members of 
the United Church of England and Ireland, tn the Diocese of Toronto, 
for the benefit of the satd Church, such a portion of the Clergy Re- 
serve Lands as shall correspond wtth their share of the income arising 
from the same. 

Of the Reverend David Gtbbs, A.M., and others, of Granby; praying 
that the Clergy Reserve Lands may be sold, and their proceeds disposed 
of as the Legtslature may deem fit. 

Of Pterre Curodeau and others, Pilots for and below the Harbour of 
Quebec; praying for certain amendments to the proposed Bill relating 
to the Trintty House of Quebec, and to the Quebec decayed Pilot Fund. 

Of the Mayor and Councillors of the City of Quebec; praying that 
rights of property be not vested in the Trinity House of Quebec, as 
respects the Harbour called the Cul de Sac. 

Of Pierre Pagé and others, Pilots for the Harbour of Montreal; 
praying for certatn amendments to the proposed Bill relating to the 
Trintty House of Montreal. 

Of F. M. Soulard, Esquire, Mayor, and Amable Morin, Secretary, on 
behalf of the Muntctpal Council of the Parish of St. Roch des Auinets; 
praying for aid to enable them to finish a wharf whitch they have com- 
menced. 

Of Ferdinand Murphy and others, of the Parish of St. Gabriel de Val- 
cartter; praying that part of the Road from Valeartter to Quebec, 
called the Middle Road, may be Macadamtzed. 

Of Willtam Parks and others, of the Partsh of St. Benoit, in the 
County of Two Mountains; praying for the construction of a Road ac- 
cording to a certain survey from the Parish of St. Eustache to the 
Townshtp of Grenville. 
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Petitions Resolved, That the Petitton of John A. Pierce and others, 
referred:-- who have purchased portions of the lands of the 

' Late Captain William Duncan, of Williamsburgh, in 
A eae the County of Dundas, be referred to a Select Commt- 


et al. tee, composed of Mr. Macdonell of Dundas, Mr. Scott, 


Mr. Chalmers , Mr, Lantier, Mr. Cummings, and Mr. Macdonald of Cornwall, to 
examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon, with all convenient 
speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


P. Page; Resolved, That the Petition of Pierre Pagé and others, 
et ai. Pilots for the Harbour of Montreal, be referred to 


the Select Commttee to whtch was referred tlie 
Bill to repeal certain Acts and an Ordinance therein mentioned, relating to 
the Trintty House at Montreal, and to amend and consolidate the provistons 
thereof. 


F. Murphy, Ordered, That the Petition of Ferdinand Murphy, and 
et au. others, of the Parish of St. Gabriel de Valcartier, 


be referred to the Select Commttee, to whtch was 
referred the Petition of Jean Baptiste Pagé and others, inhabitants of the 
Partsh of L'Anctenne Lorette, and other references, 


pose res 

(159) 
J. Ferrier, The Honourable Mr, Moffatt moved, seconded by Mr. 
Esq. et al. Maedonald of Corrwall, that the Petitton of James 


Ferrter, Esquire, Mayor and others, Members of the 
Munictpal Counetl of the City of Montreal, be referred to a Select Committee, 
composed of the Honourable Mr. Moffatt, the Honourable Mr, DeBleury, Mr. 
Gowan, Mr, LeMotne and Mr. Les le, to examine the contents thereof, and to 
report thereon, with all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, 


papers, and records. 


M. LAFONTAINE demanda pourquoi, on mettait ce mot, maire, a la suite 
du nom de James Ferrier. C'était donc par modestie que cet individu demand- 
ait que son élection ffit annulée. S'il était vraiment maire, pourquoi faire 
annuler son élection? Mais non, il (M. L.) défiait aucun avocat du Bas Can- 
ada de soutenir que M. Ferrier avait été dtment élu maire.43 He disignated 
(sic) Mr. Ferrier "a modest and patriotic individual." 


MR. MOFFATT ... he is both modest and patriotic; he conceives that the 
whole proceeding was irregular, and simply applies to this House to set it 
aside.45 C'était en effet par modestie que M. Ferrier fesait cette pétition46, 


(159) 
The questton having been put upon the satd motto, a diviston ensued 
and the names being called for, they were taken down as followeth:-- 


WEWALS 


Christie, Colville, Cummings, Daly, DeBleury, Attorney General 
Draper, Duggan, Foster, Gavan, Hall, Jessup, Johnston, Macdonald of 


oils 


CORNWALL, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Macdonell of DUNDAS, M'Connell, Meyers, 
Moffatt, Monro, Murney, Petrie, Robinson, Seymour, Solicitor General 
Sherwood, Smtth of FRONTENAC, Attorney General Smith, Stewart of BY- 
TOWN, Viger, and Willtams.--(29.) 


NAYS. 


Baldwin, Berthelot, Bouthtllter, Cauchon, Chauveau, DeWitt, Fran- 











Rousseau, Seott, Smtth of WENTWORTH, Taché, Soltettor General Tasche- 
reau, and Thompson,--(20.) 





So tt was carried in the affirmative, and 
Resolved, Accordingly. 


Private Bills. Mr. Price, from the Standing Commtttee on Prt- 

vate Bills, presented to the House the Tenth Report 
of the satd Committee, whtch was again read at the Clerk's table, and 
ts as followeth:-- 


"Univer= Your Committee have considered the Petitions of 
saltsts." the Reverend David Leavttt and others, and of the 

Reverend Benjamin Fraltek and others, members of the 
Christain Universalist Assoetation of Canada West; praying that they 
may enjoy the same privtleges as other Religious Bodies; and they beg 
to recommend the prayer of the satd Petittons. 


"New Jeru- With regard to the Petition of the Reverend John 
salem Church." Harlim and others; praytng the same privileges for 

the "New Jerusalem Church;" your Committee, wtthout 
tntending to express any optnion adverse to admitting this denomina- 
tton to the prtvtleges enjoyed by many others, feel it thetr duty to 
state that they have not had that evidence adduced in proof that the 
body tn questton ts of that numerical extent tn thts provinee, as to 
render spectfic Legislation tn tts behalf expedtent. 





Report on Pe- Mr. Chabot, *? from the Select Committee to whtch 
tition of was referred the Petitton of the Mayor and Counetl- 
Mayor, &., lors of the City of Quebec, and other References, 

of Quebec. with power to report from time to time; presented 


to the House the Second Report of the satd Commtt- 

tee, which was again read at the Clerk's table, and is as followeth:-- 

Your Committee have constdered the Petitton from the satd Mayor 
and Councillors; whitch prays that the Act tneorporating the City of 
Quebee, may be so amended as to provide for the Election of Assessors; 
and having taken the evidence of George O'Kill Stuart, Esqutre, Mayor 
of Quebec, (which ts appended hereto,) they are fully persuaded of 
the propriety of granting the powers prayed for. Your Committee have 
also examined the Petition of the satd Mayor and Counetllors, of the 
satd City of Quebec; praytng for the establishment of a Mayor's Court 
in the said City; and your Committee do not think proper to recommend 
the establtshment of such a Court under present etreumstances. 

Your Committee have also examined the Petition of Julien Choutnard 
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and others, Merchants of the said City of Quebec, complaining of the 
abuses resulting from the Liberty whitch ts allowed to the Pedlars in 
carrying on thetr business in the streets and public places in the satd 
City; and your Commtttee recommend that measures be adopted to remedy 
these abuses. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


George O'Kill Stuart, Esqutre, Mayor of the City of 
Quebee, called in and examined. 


What ctreumstances have tnduced the Corporatton of the City of 
Quebec to apply to the Legislature for an amendment of thetr Act of 
Incorporation, so far as respects the electton or appotntment of As- 
sessors? --The cireumstances are, that at the election of Counetllors 
for the present year, whtch took place in Febraury last, an Assessor 
was elected for St. Lewis Ward, and another for Champlain Ward: after 
these elections tt was ascertatned that both these elections were votd, 
netther of the parttes elected betng qualtfted,--the one chosen for St. 
Lewts Ward, by reason of non-restdence, and the one for Champlain Ward 
by reason of hts means not enabling him to qualtfy to the amount of 
£500. The Act of Incorporation makes no proviston for a new election, 
the consequence of whtch will be, that these two Wards being wtthout 
Assessors, there can be no assessment for the current year for the Wards 
above-menttoned, and one-third of the entire City revenue will be there- 
by lost, unless the Legislature tnterfere, and remedy the defect tn the 
law above-mentioned. 

Is there any other enactment, whtch tt ts constdered by the Council 
of the satd City, mtght, wtth advantage be added to the Act tneorporating 
the satd Ctty?--Yes, the establishment of a Mayor's Court, as appears 
by the: following Resolution, unanimously adopted by the Counetl on the 
lst tnstant:--"Resolved, on motton of Mr. Belleau, seconded by Mr. Tes- 
ster, That Hts Worshtp the Mayor be authortzed to address the Legis- 
lature of thts Province, tn tts present Sesston, for the establtshment 
of a Mayor's Court, with all the necessary powers, and such as are 
vested tn the Mayor's Court at Montreal." The etreumstances that led 
to the passing of this Resolution are, that at present, and for a tong 
time passed, tt has been found tmposstble to enforce the levying of a 
large portion of the assessments, as well as the executton of the Bye- 
Laws of the Corporatton impostng penalties for non-observance of thetr 
provtstons. As respects the assessments, a large number of persons 
are assessed tn sums varying from a few pence to twenty shtllings; the 
mode of recovering these sums ts by proceedings before the weekly stt- 
tings. The costs in these cases are, first, to the Clerk of the Peace, 
for the summons; secondly, for the batliff; and, thirdly, to the at- 
torney: making tn all about fifteen shillings law costs, before the 
case appears even before the Magistrate, the consequence of whtch ts, 
that a poor person who tn many cases has not paid his one, two, or 
three shtllings, the amount of his assessment, merely from neglect or 
tnadvertance, and he being at the same time perfectly willtng to pay, 
upon calling at the Office of the City Treasurer to do so, ts tnformed 
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that the amount cannot be received unless he pays, over and above his 
assessment, somethtng like ten times the amount, and some ttmes more 
as law costs: the consequence of this ts, that the class of persons 
above-mentioned, when sued, abstain from paytng altogether. In this 
state of the case, the Corporation ts obltged to proceed to judgment, 
at which stage the costs amount between one and two pounds; judgment 
obtained, after proceeding to execution, it ts found tn many of these 
eases that the amount levied ts not suffictent to pay the expense of 
carting the effects sold to the market place; the consequence of whtch 
ts, that the Corporation find tt far more profitable to the City to ab- 


(160) 
solve these persons from the payment of thetr assessment, by not suing 
them, than to sue them and get nothing. It so happens that in addtttion 
to the above heavy burden tmposed on the ettizens of Quebee tn the 
shape of law costs, the prosecuttons fatl from errors comnitted by As- 
sessors in not procuring correctly the names of the parties assessed; 
in such cases the prosecutions are dismissed from want of form, and 
the Corporation in many cases has to pay double costs; all this oc- 
eastons a loss to the City of about a thousand pounds per annum, from 
arrears of assessments alone. Then as respects the enforcing of the 
regulations passed for the good government of the City, stmtlar costs 
attend prosecutions for a breach of these; objections to form of every 
desertption are continually ratsed to these sutts, and in most cases 
successfully; and when they are unseccessful a Certtorari ts tssued, 
whieh stays the execution for an indefinite pertod of time, and tn most 
cases altogether,--the consequence of which ts, that nutsances and 
obstructions in the streets cannot be removed by an enforcement of the 
Bye-Laws of the Corporation. Such ts the admintstration of justice tin 
relatton to these matters at the present time, that no matter however 
injurtous to the health of the City the continuance of nutsanee may be, 
or whatever may be the danger to which the citizens are exposed from 
obstruetton in the highway, there ts no mode of removing them unttl 
after a long and vexattous litigation, in many cases unsuccessful from 
some defect in matters of form. It ts to remedy these evils that the 
Corporation desire the establishment of a Mayor's Court of a desertp- 
tion simtlar to that established in Montreal, whteh I have been tn- 
formed has proved a remedy for similar evils of which the Corporation 
there had to complain. The costs in such a Court must of necessity be 
trivial, and I should say not more than equivalent to the mere dts- 
bursement oecastoned by the prosecution. I have only to add, that so 
senstble are the cttizens of Quebec of the necesstty of a remedy to 
the evils of the present system, tn the particulars above stated, that 
there was not a dissenting votce tn the Corporation when the applica- 
tion to the Legislature for a Mayor's Court (above quoted) was resolved 
upon. 


Quebee Incor- Ordered, That Mr. Chauveau have leave to bring in a 
poration Bill further to amend the Ordinances tneorporat- 
Amendment tng the City of Quebec, and for other purposes. 


Bile. 
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He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first ttme, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Thursday next. 


Report on Pe- The Honourable Mr. Laterrtére, from the Select 
tition of Navt- Committee to which was referred the Petition of 
gators of James Alexander and others, Navigators, restding in 





Saguenay, &. the County of Saguenay, and other references, pre- 
sented to the House the Report of the said Committee, 
whieh was agatn read at the Clerk's table, and ts as followeth:-- 

Your Committee having taken into constderation the Petition of 
James Alexander and others, Willtam Price and Joseph Hovington, and 
Ephraim m Tremblay, beg Leave to recommend the introduction of a Bill, 
to enable the Trintty House at Quebee to examine persons destrous of 
being Branched as Pilots for the River Saguenay, and to gtve branches 
to such and so many persons duly qualtfted therefor, as the satd Tri- 
nitty House shall deem necessany. 


Saguenay Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Laterrtére have 
Ptlotage leave to bring in a Bill to make spectal pro- 
Bult vtston for the Ptlotage of Vessels bound to the 


River Saguenay. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 


was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Tuesday next. 


Courts_of Mr. Roblin moved, seconded by Mr. Powell, That 
Assize,. (U.Ce) this House do now resolve ttself tnto a Committee 


of the whole House, to take tnto constderatton the 
propriety of repealing so much of the Statute etghth Victorta, chap- 
ter fourteen, of Upper Canada, as provides that the Courts of Asstze 
and Nist Prtus shall be held but onee in each year tin the Districts of 
Prince Edward, Colborne and Tatbot.48 








MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER replied that the general law passed last year 
on this subject was predicated on the principle, that there were many 
parts of the country where assizes were not required more than once a- 
year. For his own part he believed that this was the case with the 
districts mentioned in the motion. With regard to the district of Prince 
Edward, he could say that bl during several assizes that he had attended 
there was frequently no more than one prisoner to be tried at the assize 
who could not have been tried at the Court of Quarter Sessions. With re- 
gard to civil suits, too, he could say, that for a long time the Court 
had got through the whole business of the assize by 2 o'clock on the 
second day. He knew that many other districts were in the same position. 1 
((With regard to the)) objection that a prisoner may be kept a long per- 
iod in gaol before he can be tried,°2 he would ask the hon. members for 
Prince Edward and for Norfolk, whether he was not correct - whether in 
fact there was a single prisoner in jail at this moment waiting for 
trial in either of those districts. If there were, however, any of 
these extreme cases, he would still remind his hon. friends that some 
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provision was made to meet them. This was done by increasing the power 
of the Court of Quarter Sessions; by permitting a prisoner who desired 
a speedy trial to obtain it in the adjoining district; and by giving in- 
creased facilities for admitting parties to bail, except in extreme 
cases. His hon. friend would also recollect, that in extraordinary 
cases it was easy to obtain a special commission to discharge the jail 
(sic) .?2 He, therefore, felt himself bound to oppose the motion, un- 
less it could be shown that the business had increased, and more crimes 
were committed. He also objected to the increase of expenditure which 
would follow the alteration of the present law, and to the altering a 
law which had passed only last session, without very strong grouads 
being shown for doing so .74 


MR. HALL was glad to hear the sentiments of economy which had fal- 
len from the hon. gentleman? ((and)) of the great notions of economy 
which the administration had recently adopted, but he did not approve 
of the application of that economy, so as to deprive a district seventy- 
five miles long of a great convenience, which the people all_wished, 
for the sum of £25 a year, and which they were willing to pay them- 
selves.08 Indeed, there was one case in which he knew a person who 
would have to pay ((the)) whole amount himself. When the bill 
was ... passed he was told that if it did not work well it would be re- 
pealed; and he thought it the duty of the Government to grant that 
which all the people wanted. 


MR. BALDWIN said that when the act was passed, he expressed doubts 
of its success, and he was not surprised at the complaints which were 
now made against it. 


MR. POWELL was happy to confirm what had ... just been said; he 
would mention that there was a prisoner in his district who had been 
in jail since last fall, and who could not be tried until May next. 

He thought that it would be a great convenience to people in his dis- 
trict to have two courts a year, and he was in hopes that the Ministry 
would not have opposed the motion. 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD said, when he introduced the bill, he stated 
he would be willing to repeal it if it did not realise the intention he 
had in passing it; but it had done so. A beneficial result ... had 
in fact been experienced: this was the fixing of the times at which 
the assizes should be held, so that persons who had causes coming on, 
might attend to their business in other parts of the province, or even 
in England, and yet be able to make their arrangement so as to be in 
the court when their presence became necessary. 3 By the present law, 
if you want to know at what time the court is to be held in any place, 
you have only to look at the statute book or at an almanack, and you 
wili find the precise day the court will be held. Formerly, the Judges 
fixed it themselves, and the people did not know it until a very few 
days before the court sat. This he thought a very great advantage’. 
Another reason for the alteration of the law, was the facilities which 
were afforded by it to law officers of the Crown, to attend to prosecu- 
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tions at the assizes, instead of employing Queen's counsel. This was 
effected in a great measure, except on one or two circuits, and would 
have been still farther effected had it not been for the system of 
Responsible Government 5, ((But)) of course they could not ... ((at- 
tend every assize)) during the sitting of this House, as under the pre- 
sent system of Responsible Government, they were obliged to be here, 
and the business had to be done by Queen's Counsel during the sitting 
of this House; but in vacation they did so, which it would be impos- 
sible for them to do if the present system was altered. He thought that 
there was no necessity for having more than one court a year, and he 
thought that the people did not want it because the business required 
it but because it would circulate money in the District. If the law is 
altered, it will not be in the power of the Judges and Crown officers 
to perform all their duty; if he thought that they could, he would be 
happy to assist them in carrying out the proposed change, but he did 
not think it possible, the Judges already complain that they have not 
sufficient time, and if the measure passes, they must also repeal the 
table at the end of the act, and leave it to the Judges to appoint the 
time at which the court is to be held, a system which every one has 
spoken against. Under these circumstances he would oppose the mea- 
sure, With respect to the civil case mentioned by the hon. member 
for Peterborough, he would say that the actions (sic) might paNp been 
tried in the adjoining district. 


MR. HALL. - Yes! with the chance of having the venue changed. 68 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD. - Well! what he wished to point out to the 
house was this, that unless this plan was persevered in, it would be 
absolutely impossble (sic) to preserve the present arrangements for 
the Assizes, and ites would revert to the old system, when the seeges 
only gave a few days' notice of their intentions to hold an assize. 


MR. MERRITT - recollected when these double circuits were estab- 
lished, at that time the hon. member for Toronto (Mr. Sherwood) was a 
great advocate for them. We now see the effects of them, for before 
they were established the whole expense/9 of the administration of jus- 

ice was only £3800’*, while now, in consequence of the fees of Queen's 
Counsel &c., the expense has greatly increased. Instead of hon. mem- 
bers desiring more double assizes, ya should rather endeavour to get 
rid of those which at present existed’3 ((in)) some of the Districts.... 
He would be happy to support the Government on this occasion, for it is 
not often we have an opportunity of supporting them in an economical 
measure. 


MR. ROBLIN - was happy that the discussion had come up at this time, 
and he hoped that no member who disapproved of his motion, would from 
delicacy to him, refrain from voting against it. He (Mr. R.) had op- 
posed the measure last session, as he wished to write to the people of 
Prince Edward to know their opinions with respect to it. He must acknow- 
ledge that what the Attorney General had stated with respect to Prince 
Edward, was perfectly correct - that there is not now a prisoner in the 
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gaol, for we are a peaceable people. But notwithstanding this, the in- 
habitants of Prince Edward have complained ((of)) being deprived of 
double circuits, and the Grand Jury have presented the Legislature in 
consequence of passing this bill. He (Mr. R.) had presented a petition 
to this House, signed by every Advocate and Magistrate in the District, 
requesting the re-establishment of double circuits. - He (Mr. R.) was 
not desirous of interfering with the present system of fixing the time 
when the circuits were to be held, as he considered it a good one. 


(160) 
The Question having been put upon the satd motton, a dtviston en- 
sued, and the names being called for, they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YEAS. 


Aylwin, Baldwin, Berthelot, Bertrand, Bouthtllter, Cauchon, Christte, 
Cummings, Desaquiniers, Franehére, Hall, Laterrtére, Laurin, LeMotne, Mac- 
donald of KINGSTON, Méthot, Meyers, Monro, Murney, Nelson, Powell, 
Price, Roblin, Rousseau, and Taché.--(25.) 


NAYS. 
Boulton, Cayley, Colville, DeBleury, Attorney General Draper, Dug- 





of PRESCOTT, Viger, Webster, and Willtams.--(27.) 
So tt passed tn the negative. 


MR. CHAUVEAU, 7© moved that an address be present (sic) to His Excel- 
lency, for certain communications relative to the beaches of the River 
St. Charles.// 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH had no objection to the address, but to prevent 
unnecessary trouble and expense, he wished the hon. gentleman would men- 
tion what communications he desired, and the time when they were re- 
ceived. /8 


MR. AYLWIN would relieve the hon. gentleman from his anxiety, by 
stating that the communications they desired were received in 1844, 
1845 and 1846. The District of Quebec had been badly treated both by 
the United Parliament and the Parliament of Lower Canada, for immense 
sums have been expended in other portions of the Province, while very 
little public money has ever been laid out in the District of Quebec. 
The River St. Charles is capable of being greatly improved, for the 
purpose of facilitating commerce. An address was voted last session, 
praying that His Excellency would order a survey of this river to be 
made by the Board of Works. He (Mr. A.) did not know whether the of- 
ficers of this Board had attended to their duty in respect or not, as 
he had not seen the report of the Chairman. 


(160) 
On motion of Mr. Chauveau, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, 
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Address , Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to Hts 
Quebec Excelleney the Governor General, praying that Hts 
Trintty House Excellency will be pleased to cause to be laid 
and_Corpora- before thts House, coptes of all correspondence 
tion. between the Executive Government of thts Province 





and the Quebee Trintty House and the Corporation 
of the City of Quebec, concerning the Beaches of the River St. Charles, 
and of the Orders and Resoluttons of the Counetl on that subject. 


Ordered, That the said Address be presented to His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor General, by such Members of this House as are of the Honour- 
able the Frecutive Counctl of thts Province. 


Toronto Resolved, That a Select Committee, composed of Mr. 
Hospital. Monro, Mr. Willtams, Mr. Price, Mr. Dickson, 


and Mr, Macdonell of Dundas, be appotnted to en- 
quire into the affairs of the Toronto Hospttal Endowments, to report 
thereon with all conventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 


On motton of Mr. Christie, seconded by Mr. LeBouttllter, 


Instruction to Ordered, That tt be an tnstructton to the Select 
a Committee. Committee to which was referred the Btll to 


amend and consolidate the Laws and Ordtnances 
now tn force relating to the powers and duttes of the Corporation of 
the Trintty House of Quebec, to Pilots and Pilotage tn the Port of 
Quebec, and to the Quebec Decayed Pilot Fund, and for other purposes; 
to enquire tnto the expedtency of re-unitting the Trintty Houses of 
Quebee and Montreal. 


On motion of the Honourable Mr. Laterrtére, seconded by Mr. Cau- 
chon, 
Further In- Ordered, That tt be a further tnstructton to the 
struction. satd Commtttee to enquire whether tt would not 
be expedient to establtsh a Navtgatton School at 
Quebec, wherein Pilots’ Apprenttces and Mariners of all classes might 
be gratuttously taught Mathemattes and the use of Nautical Instruments 


(167) 

tn the English and French languages; and to provide books, maps, and 
all other necessary means to demonstrate the theory and practtce of 
that setenee: also, whether the vessel employed by the Quebee Trinity 
House tn the service of Light Houses and Proviston Depots at different 
places on the St. Lawrence might not, whtle engaged in that service, 

be placed at the dtsposal of the Professor of that School, conjointly 
with the Captain of the said vessel, for the purpose of demonstrating 
that setenee tn practice and in theory, tn order to instruct Pilots' 
Apprentices and other Students, and Mariners of all classes, in the art 
of Navigation; whether the Students, whtle gratuttously performing duty 
on board the satd vessel, should not be fed and provided for, when on 
such service, at the expense of the Provinee or the Trinity House; also 
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to enquire tnto the costs of maintaining such an Institution, whether 
for the salary of the Professor, for the Instruetton Room, Maps, Instru- 
ments, and the satd Vessel. 


"Univer- Ordered, That Mr. Powell have leave to bring in a 
saltsts" Re- Bill to afford relief to the Religious Soctety 
lLiéy Bilt: denominating themselves "The Christtan Untver- 


saltst Assoctatton of Canada West." 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Monday next. 





On motion of Mr. Willtams, seconded by Mr. Petrte 


SSS 
West Halton Ordered, That the Select Committee appotnted to try 
Electton. the mertts of the Petitton of James Durand, Esquire, 


ecomplatning of the undue Election and return of 
James Webster, Esquire, the Sttting Member for the West Riding of the 
County of Halton, have leave to adjourn unttl Tuesday the twenty-etghth 
day of April tnstant, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, tn consequence of 
the contemplated absence of Mr. Chabot. 


Trafalgar Mr. Scott, from the Comntttee of the whole House 
Road Bill. on the Btll to tneorporate certain persons as "the 


Trafalgar, Esquestng, and Erin Road Company," re- 
ported, according to Order, the amendments made by the Committee to the 
said Btll, which amendments were again read at the Clerk's table, and 
agreed to by the House. 





Ordered, That the said Bill, as amended, be Engrossed. 


Great Western Mr. Ermatinger from the Comnittee of the whole 
Ratlroad Ex- House, on the Btll to tnecorporate a Company to ex- 
tenston Bill. tend the Great Western Ratlroad from Hamilton to 


Toronto, reported, according to Order, the amend- 
ments made by the Committee to the satd Bill, whitch amendments were 
again read at the Clerk's table, and agreed to by the House. 


Ordered, That the said Bill, as amended, be Engrossed. 


Militia Btll. The Order of the Day for the House tn Committee, 
on the Bill for the better regulation of the Militta 
of this Province, betng read; 
The House accordingly resolved itself into the said Committee. 
Mr. Jessup took the Chair of the Committee , 8° 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER, said that having spoken at some length on the 
second reading of the pil18! he would not take up the time of the House 
in remarking upon a measure of the importance of which all were con- 
vinced. He did not conceive it necessary to offer any further gen- 
eral observations but would confine himself to making such remarks on 
each clause as the discussion se call forth.83 He would merely move 
the passing of the first clause. 4 


MR. MERRITT begged to call the attention of the Hon. Attorney-Gen- 
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eral to some parts of the Bill, which, according to his (Mr. Merritt's) 
ideas, required some amendment, and he would offer the remarks that 
occurred to him with the greater conf igence®>, ((because)) he knew the 
object of the present measure was good’ ~, ((and)) because he was con- 
vinced that the Administration, and the House, could have no other de- 
sire than to pass a Bill that would render the Canadian Militia an ef- 
fective Militia. In order to_do so, he thought it would be well if the 
House would look back to the®/ old Militia system of Upper Canada%8, 
which was in operation during the last war, under the old law of 1808.89 
The Militia Bill of 1808 authorized two flank companies for each Regi- 
ment which could be called out by the Government at any time. Then 
when the Militia were required for active service the regiments were 
called on to volunteer and there was no instance of refusal.909 This 
enabled the Captains to select the young and active men, and to send 
the old men home to attend to their farming. The Bill now before the 
House was founded on an entirely different principle, and he feared 
would never answer for the rural districts. He feared that, under its 
operation, 24 the first thing to be done was to draft and thus young men 
were liable to be taken from officers with whom they were acquainted’, 
and placed under the authority of those of whom they kney no thing.?° 
This, he feared, would cause very great dissatisfaction. Under these 
circumstances, they would not like to be called out for drill, whereas 
if they were left to the officers whom they knew, they would never com- 
plain of being called together in battalions. At all events, it was 
well known that there had never been a more active Militia in the world 
than that which had turned out, of its own free will, in Canada, in 
1812. He spoke more particularly of the Upper Canadian Militia, be- 
cause it was with their services that he was best acquainted, though 

he had no doubt that they were fully equalled by the Lower Canadians. 
In twelve hours after war was proclaimed, 9 in July?®, every man was on 
the frontier, (hear, hear) and in twenty-four hours they were formed 

in battalions, and there were no complaints on any side. He feared 
that the present arrangement of the active and i eats Militia would 
not give rise to the same satisfactory results. 7 


DR. TACHE.98 - Monsieur le président. L'heure avancée de la nuit 
a laquelle le bill qui est actuellement devant nous a été lu pour la 
seconde fois, ainsi que le principe du bill, insusceptible (sic) de 
discussion, a @té cause que personne n'a encore élevé la voix jusqu'ici 
sur son contenu.99 There could be but one opinion in the House upon 
the Bill. No one could doubt the necessity for a militia law and no 
one could hesitate to use every exertion which would make it as per- 


fect as possible. (Hear, hear.) Une organisation de la police, 
pour ce qui regarde le Bas Canada au moins, est non-seulement néces- 
saire* comme moyen de résistance 4 l'agression étrangére ,» mais 


est encore indispensable pour 1'exécution d'un nombre de statuts dont 
L'opération est confiée aux soins des officiers de la milice yee Chor 
example)) certain Municipal laws.194 Je sais qu'un grand nombre de mes 
compatriotes 4 toujours @té opposé a une loi, que l'on croit devoir 
créer un immense patronage 4 l'exécutif, ce qui est vrai; mais d'un 
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autre coté n'est-il pas également vrai que la milice canadienne s'est 
en tout temps distinguée par 1l'indépendance de ses sentiments et de ses 
opinions? Le corps des officiers de la milice a constamment montré que 
s'il savait obéir 4 ses chefs, et remplir ponctuellement ses devoirs 
militaires, il n'en était pas moins disposé ; Revendiquen noblement ses 
droits de citoyen dans toutes les occasions. 0 (Loud cheers.) 

Mais si une bonne organisation de la milice est si nécessaire pour- 
quoi le gouvernement a-t-il, depuis nos malheureux troubles de 1837 et 
38, laissé tomber cette arme de la defense nationale?!9’/ The reason 
probably, was that it had looked on this arm of the national strength 
as more dangerous than useful; for it was aware that dissatisfactions 
had prevailed among his compatriots, and it had been too ready to be- 


lieve - because a few hundreds of individuals » poussés au désespoir 
par des administrations flétries et condamnées par des premiers hommes 
d'Angleterre,199 had Besse e arms)) ... that they were not dissatis- 


fied only, but rebellious. 
Loud cheers from the Opposition.lll 


DR. TACHE ((continued:)) If it thought that the mass was disaf- 
fected, it was deceived. Quatre-vignt dix a cent mille hommes com- 
posant la milice canadienne étaient 14 et n'ont pas pougétt3, He would 
say that the mass were the decendants (sic) of those, who, in 1812, had 
so nobly sustained the honour of Great Britain and their own. (Great 
applause.) The descendants of those men were not disaffected; on the 
contrary, they had continued in silence to suffer and to hope. 

Cheers from the Opposition,!+° 

DR. TACHE ((resumed:)) If that had not been soll6 , si la masse ett 
été entiérement dissaffectionnée, comme nos ennemis se sont plu chari- 
tablement 4 le publier ,117 - if the French Canadians had been willing 
to accept the offered sympathy of their republican neighbours, the con- 
sequences would have been incalculably disastrous. Far from doing so - 
they remembered the cause to which they had attached themselves in the 
moment of danger - Il serait 4 désirer que le gouvernement voulit 
enfin, tout de bon, ouvrir les yeux et nous rendre justice; et oubliant, 
et notre origine et l'impatience de quelques-uns des ndtres, ne plus se 
ressouvenir que des services réels que nous lui avons rendus; ne plus 
se ressouvenir que de ces jours de gloire ot nous avons combattu pour 
le maintien de ses possessions sur ce continent; que de ce jour mémo- 
rable ot trois ou quatre cents hommes tous Canadiens-frangais depuis le 
commandant au dernier trompette se couvrirent d'une gloire immortelle 
en repoussant les efforts d'une colonne de plus de huit mille combat- 
tants, préservant par 14 le sol de la patrie de la souillure de la 
trace des pas de 1'étranger.119 (Continued applause.) Ce que nos 
péres ont fait, ce que nous avons fait nous - autres pour la défense 
de cette colonie, nos enfants seraient encore préts 4 le faire, si l'on 
voulait rendre justice au pays. Notre loyauté 4 nous n'est pas une 
loyauté de spéculation, de louis, schelings et deniers, nous ne 1'avons 
pas constamment sur les lévres, nous n'en faisons pas un trafic. Nous 
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sommes dans nos habitudes, par nos lois, par notre religion, comme l'a 
trés-bien remarqué mon honorable ami pour la cité de Québec, monarchistes 


et conservateurs. (Cheers. ) Tout ce que nous _demandons c'est que 
justice nous soit faite; et si un ennemi se présente a la frontiére 
au moment du danger » vous verrez nos légers et joyeux bataillons, 


voler 4 sa rencontre comme 4 un jour de féte et présenter hardiment 
leurs poitrines au fer de 1'assaillant.12> (Cheers.) It was too much 
the habit, however, to caluminate these brave men - they were too often 
described as discontented and impracticable, and the public journals 
too often accused them of being disloyal and rebellious, while they 
claimed for the other race, exclusively, the contrary virtues.126 Un 
membre qui n'est pas a4 sa place nous disait il y a quelques jours, vous 
€étes intraitables; vous @tes des rebelles, nous diront les ultra; nous 
possédons seuls la loyauté par excellence! 27 He would say to such 
people, you deceive yourselvesl28, Mille et mille pardons messieurs, 
traitez—-nous comme les enfants d'une méme méret29 que ceux d'autre ori- 
gine; 0 - treat us like brethren, and not like bastards. (Loud cheers,) 
and be satisfied we will never forget our allegiance . Un peu plus de 
justice égale, non dans les mots, mais dans les actes; et je réponds que 
si jamais ce pays cesse un jour d'étre britannique, le dernier coup de 
canon tiré pour le maintien de la puissance anglaise en Amérique le sera 
par un brave Canadien.132 (Loud appluase. )133 Mais si tout le monde 
convient que la milice est nécessaire, je dois dire que pour rendre cette 
arme efficace et telle qu'elle doit @tre, un boulevart (sic) impénétrable 
contre l'agression étrangére, il est nécessaire de faire quelque chose 
pour le peuple, pour ce peuple qui souffre depuis si longtemps. I1 faut 
que L'administration quelle qu'elle soit, agisse de maniére 4 ce que l'on 
ne voie plus dans cette immense province du Canada, qu'une grande famille 
connue sous le nom de sujets britanniques, ayant dans chacun de ses mem- 
bres, quelque soit son origine et sa croyance, les mémes droits aux fa- 
veurs et 4 la protection!34 que leur doit un bon gouvernement .13 
Maintenant, monsieur le président, je prendrai la liberté d'examiner 
quelques-uns des principaux traits du bill qui est actuellement devant 
vous. Ce bill n'est pas la propriété exclusive de son honorable moteur, 
ni n'intéresse pas exclusivement les honorables membres de l'autre coté 
de la chambre, non plus que la partie du peuple qui les a députés. 136 
Party considerations of that kind could have no true place in the dis- 
cussion of a law which so intimately concerned the entire people - the 
whole population of Canada.t37 Ce bill est notre propriété et nous in- 
téresse tout autant qu'eux tous; et plus peut-étre, nous qui sommes 
envoyés par la majorité du peuple de cette province; car lorsque le 
roulement du tambour aura fait l'appel aux armes, il n'y aura plus de 
cé6té droit ni de cdété gauche, tous devront se lever a cet appel. 
There should be no side when they marched to danger - there would be 
no side to which the glory would exclusively belong. (Hear, hear, and 
Cheers. )139 L'objet donc est d'avoir un bon bill, le meilleur bill 
qu'il soit possible de fairel40 for the common good of al1.141 “Mais je 
crains fort que celui qui est actuellement devant vous, M. Le président, 
puisse s'exécuter dans toute ses parties; dans le cas méme ou il serait 
exécutable, je ne suis pas certain que l'on puisse obtenir l'objet que 
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l'un a en vue. Je dirai d'abord que quatre jours d'exercice d'escouade, 
méme avec des officiers instruits, me paraissent insuffisants pour pré- 
parer les divisions aux grandes manoeuvres; et pourquoi ces deux jours 
d'exercices de bataillons, si ce n'est pour cette fin?l42 Supposing it 
was possible to find enough experienced subalterns to put the companies 
through their manoeuvres, how would it be possible to acquire in six 
days any really valuable instructions in the business of a soldier? He 
asked whether six days was sufficient to go through the necessary 
exercisesl44 pour préparer les compagnies a se placer en ligne, 4 se 
former en colonne, en masse, a se déployer en grandes divisions, a4 se 
former en échelons, 4 marcher en bataille, a changer de rola, and 
the rest of those other manoeuvres which were required for a field of 
battle? No, a month would not be too much for such a business, and 
though he believed that the young men of Canada possessed as great ap- 
titude for military exercises as any in the world they could not be 
expected to do impossibilities.146 

Mais la chose est absurde, et bien plus absurde encore si l'on 
considére que pas un homme sur mille n'est capable de faire prendre 
au milicien la simple attitude militaire; ces exercices ne feraient 
que vexer le peuple sans aucun résultat. On exige aussi, ce me semble, 
beaucoup plus des officiers, qu'il n'est raisonnable; on veut la for- 
mation d'un bureau régimental composé du Colonel, de l'adjudant et de 
tels autres officiers qu'il plaira au Colonel d'appointer. Ce bureau 
doit colporter son autorité dans chaque compagnie, faire comparaitre 
les miliciens, ajouter ou retrancher tels noms qu'il trouvera conve- 
nables!47; make rolls of the men fit for service in either the active 
or sedentary aa ae and to ballot for the men required for service. 
En sorte que deux!49 jours dans chaque localité auront le moins qu'il 
soit possible d'accorder; et supposons dix compagnies par Bataillon, 
nous aurons vingt jours de service, les frais de transport et les dé- 
penses indispensables, sans aucune espéce d'indemnité. Les habitants 
du Bas-Canada sont incapables de supporter des dépenses; maist50 it 
would be found to be a very heavy tax on the time of officers, and with 
the very best intentions in the world, the people of Lower Canada could 
not afford to lose their time - which was their money - without compen- 
sation.151 [1 peut néanmoins en @tre autrement pour les habitants du 
Haut-Canada, surtout si j'en juge par les millions qui ont été depensés 
dans cette partie de la Province ot un assez grand nombre de spécula- 
feurs.. de.contcacteuns et de. jobers (sic) ont di passablement se gar- 
nis, le gousset.-° (Laughter) ... They could afford a little money; 
but it was not so in Lower Canada, and the consequences would be that 
the best officers would be absolutely obliged to send in their commis= 
sions, which would then fall into the hands of ill-qualified persons.1°3 
On statue aussi dans ce bill que les officier devront se pourvoir d'uni- 
formes et d'épées, sous peine de se voir destitués, mais c'est trop 
exiger assurément. Je sais qu'un grand nombre de jeunes gens aimeraient 
beaucoup les uniformes!54, They liked military glory, as he had him- 
self when he was young (laughter,) but it was quite a different affair 
with the older ones.195 Ils n'ont pas les moyens de faire ces dépenses. 
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Another consideration he desired to submit was, the proposed system of 
classification. He conceived the present classification entirely in- 
sufficient because it did not separate the married men from the bachelors. 
That was a thing of the last importance z 


Here MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER smiled.1°8 


DR. TACHE saw the learned Atty.-General laugh, he fancied he was a 
bachelor himself (Laughter.) However, in 1812, he knew that there were 
many men, who, however willing, - and none were unwilling, - could not 
join the army, because of leaving their families without the means of 
subsistance (sic); now, by this Bill, all those persons would be obliged 
to go to the frontier, and to expose themselves to wounds and death with- 
out even the poor provision of a pension for their surviving families.159 
Si le pére de famille est appelé sous le drapeau, il faudra la demi-ra- 
tion 4 la femme, le quart de ration aux enfants, ou bien laisser ces 
étres infortunés rea sans secours, @loignés de leur soutien et de 
leur protecteur.1 0 He thought that without a clause to provide that 
classification, no Bill colld be considered effectual.l61 Ce bill ne 
pourvoit pas non plus aux pensions qu'il faudrait faire aux blessés, aux 
veuves et aux orphelins, ce qui est un grand manque. 2 He objected, 
also, to having so large a quota as one-half the men called out at the 
same time, and especially to the clause which required them to serve for 
five years. The last eactment (sic) was certainly one which could not 
have met with due consideration, - it was asking for more than could be 
fairly required, and he hoped that it would be reduced to eighteen 
months. 16 Dix-huit mois ou deux ans, en temps de guerre, me semblent le 
plus qu'il soit possible d'exiger des hommes les mieux disposés,164 
Five years was a period that all must admit was infinitely too long. 

He did not know whether the Hon. Attorney General desired to have the 
Bill, the whole Bill, and nothing but the Bil1.165 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said, nol®®, 


DR. TACHE ((continued:)) Ce qui me paratt impraticable.16/ I£ that 
had been the case, he would have been very much discouraged; but as the 
Hon. Attorney-General said no, he should propose that the Bill be re- 
ferred to a Select Committeel68 ot il pourrait recevoir les nombreux 
amencepeyts indispensables pour en faire un bon bill et un bill popu- 
laire. He (Dr. T.) thought ((this)) would be fair, the most conven- 
ient mode of arranging the details.1/0 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER would merely make a remark or two after the ex- 
cellent speech of the member who had just sat down; he had gained some- 
thing from that speech, and he thought that if the bill was thoroughly 
discussed, he would gain much more; he fully entered into the suggestion 
of the hon. member. He (Mr. D.) did not want the bill the whole bill, 
and nothing but the bill, he only wanted a good bill; he would be happy 
to receive any suggestions from members which would make the bill more 
perfect, and he would use all means in his power consistent with his 
situation in the House to get a good bill, and one that would be agree- 
able to all parties in the House, in order that it might be agreeable 
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to all parties in the country.1/1 


MR. THOMPSON considered the present bill a good one, but thought 
that it might be improved by a reference to a select committee. He 
coincided with the remarks made in reference to the 6 day drill; it 
would he said, be a loss time, and would lead to dissipation, with- 
out anyt/ corresponding advantage, for he believed that what they 
learned during the 6 days they would forget during the remainder of the 
year. It would be advisable in time of peace to have several battalions 
properly officeredl74 and organised, in such a way that each officer 
would be able, on the shortest notice, to call together the men under 
his command. He bore testimony to the courage and efficiency of the 
Militia in the last war, when Canada had little foreign aid to depend 
on. The clause making officers reside in the limits of their command, 
might, in some cases be attended with good effects, but, in others, it 
would have an injurious operation!/5, He would like to have it amended 
by giving a discretionary power to the Governor to allow residence out 
of the district in certain cases. He said that five years service in 
time of war was too much, it would draw the men too much from their or- 
dinary occupations, and unfit them to return to them.176 A shorter 
period would be more advantageous to the interests of the country!//, 

In his opiuion (sic), 9 or 10 months was sufficient . Those who chose 
to remain a greater length of time in the service would not be prevented 
from doing so. He could see no use of having more than one Adjutant, 
as he considered them mere organs of communication between the Governor 

and the Militia. The bill, however, might be so framed to provide for 

3 in cases of war; the amount that would be required for the payment 

of 80 these officers would be better spentl 1 in providing able and ef- 
ficient drill sergeants. 


MR. LAFONTAINE ... expressed his pleasure at the concurrence of the 
Attorney General West; in the suggestion of his hon. friend, and his 
sincere desire to co-operate in any proceedings which would render the 
bill popular and effective.183 He desired to have the Bill sent to a 
Select Committee, in order to have it passed in such a shape as would 
meet the views and wishes of all sides and parties - so, in fact, as to 
have the best possible law. (Cheers.) He would say, for his own side 
of the House, that they would be foremost in giving their co-operation 
to produce so desirable an object. 184 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PAPINEAU ... desire((d)) ... in common with his 
colleagues, to promote any amendment to the bill that might be suggested 
by experienced persons on either side of the House. 


MR. R. MACDONALD (Cornwall) - This Bill apes Tae to him to be 
founded upon the Militia system of Prussia, 1® and some other coun- 
tries in Europel8/7 , which had its Landwher Landscwheerein, or, in 

other words active and local bodies; this was the best arrangement, and 
though he could not speak from personal experience, yet Military auth- 
orities had allowed it to work well in the country, 8 ((and)) in 
Europe. He (Mr. McD.) agreed with the hon. member for Haldimand that 
thel39 superior officers ought not to be obliged to reside in the 
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part of the country where the company is formed.191 He believed, in 
the Eastern District, there was but one commanding officer who resided 
within the limits of his command; good subaltern((s)) might be found in 
these districts, but it would not be possible to fill their places with 
competent persons in many of the back townships!93, This restric- 
tion did not exist in the old law, and it had been found to work well; 
he therefore, thought, as far as this clause was concerned, it would be 
better to adopt the former system. He did not agree with the remarks 
relative to one Adjutant-General; it was impossible for one person to 
do all the business; it would be necessary for him to have assistants, 
and it would be of no importance whether they were calledl}94 head clerks, 
or deputy Adjutant Generalsl95, as long as the country had not to pay 
more for their services. He considered that, in this respect, the pre- 
sent was an improvement on the old Bee nt 90 Let it be as in the Sec- 
retary's Office. When you come to the salary, then you can see that 
they do not get too much. 197 Formerly there were two Adjutants-General, 
and each had his deputy; but now it was proposed to assimilate thie 
(sic) department to that of the Provincial Secretary, who had an Assis- 
tant for Canada East and another for Canada West, with but one head to 
the department. 


MR. ROBINSON had several objections to the bil1.199 ((He)) coin- 
cided in opinion with the previous Speakers in the matter of residence: 
if that clause were insisted on, men would be made commanding officers 
who were not fit to be corporals. 290 He (Mr. R.) agreed in what was 
said by hon. member((s)) for Lincoln and Haldimand. Ol He also thought 
five years' service too long; one-half of that time for the active mili- 
tia would be long enough. 29 During the last war six months was the 
time that a militia man was obliged to serve and there was always plenty 
of volunteers. He (Mr. R.) remembered, though he was only a boy at the 
time that during part of that perage there were no persons but women 
and children on their farms. 29 He considered it a mistake to enact 
that the local militia should not be marched out of the District; dur- 
ing the last war, it had been found necessary to march the whole force 
to Detroit, and cases of emergency might again arise; he thought it 
better to leave this in the discretion of the Governor-General. He 
would recommend to the consideration of the Government the organization 
of flank companies. This system had worked well during the late war, 
and it was with these and the few British troops at his command, that 
the gallant Brock achieved all his victories. He was prepared to give 
the Governor all the powers which the Bill conferred upon him, 204 an 
deed he)) was willing to give the Governor General greater powers29 5 
He was much pleased with the manner in which this measure had been met 
by the Hon. gentlemen opposite, the good spirit which they had evinced 
redounded to their credit. (Cheers. ) 296 He (Mr. R.) was pleased with 
the remarks of the hon. member for Nicolet, and though he was an im- 
perfect in French, he understood every word he (Mr. Taché) said, be- 
cause he spoke feelingly and from the heart. He (Mr. R.) understood 
that the hon. member (Dr. Taché) had done good service during the last 
war. He was also pleased with the spirit in which the hon. member for 
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Terrebonne had spoken. Let us now endeavour to get a bill that will 
please all parties. 


MR. D. MACDONALD of Stormont. —- As the measure before the House in- 
volved various considerations, and went to a total re-organization of 
the militia of the Province, it was one that ought to be viewed with the 
utmost caution. There are in this House several hon. members who had 
served during the late War with the United States of America. He begged 
to call to their remembrance the manner in which the flank Companies of 
1812 were organized 208 ((He)) was in favour of the organization of 
((such)) Flank Companies, which, being at once properly drilled, would 
form the nucleus of a battalion; this system had been most advantageous 
in 1812.299 He would therefore recommend it to the notice of the House. 7219 
He could not approve of men being taken to serve under any other than 
their own officers. 21 He was in favour of making it compulsory upon 
Commanding Officers to reside within the limits of their command, for 
nothing 21 was more revolting to the feelings of men than to be placed 
under the command of strangers. 213 The bill then before the Committee 
contemplated the drafting of the Militia for actual service.214 He ap- 
proved of the system of volunteering as less objectionable than the bal- 
lot; it would be better to endeavour to raise the requirements in this 
way at first, and, if it was not successful, then to resort to ballot- 
ing, but he believed that the spirit of the Se eg of Canada was such 
that no difficulty would be found in this. 21 They would volunteer 
their services when it is necessary for the defence of the country, 216 
The incorporation of regiments in this manner, such as the Glengarry 
Fencibles, the Incorporated Battalions, &c., which were raised by en- 
listment last war, was the best system which could be adopted, - far 
better and more effective than calling out large bodies of Militia 
which would only lead to discontent.2!7 Many other instances can be 
brought to prove that the voluntary system in this country was the 
best.218 He would be against calling into active service any large 
number of any Militia regiment 7 NOt... more than ‘one-third “of ‘the 
nominal strength of each district; the quickness with which the sea- 
sons follow each other, and the short time allowed for farming opera- 
tions, would not allow more to be spared at a time.220 Halt of any 
regiment taken from the ordinary pursuits of agriculture would even- 
tually lead to discontent.221 The measure then before the House will 
in his opinion require material alterations. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said, having heard the opinions of the foe. 
he would now move that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee. 22 


MR. AYLWIN had only one objection to make which was, that it was 
absolutely necessary in any popular militia bill to do away with flog- 
ging. This subject has been discussed in the British Parliament, and 
popular feeling is decidedely (sic) opposed to it.224 He did not see 
in this Bill a clause to prevent corporal punishment. 


Yes, it is in!226 


MR. AYLWIN. Then there were conflicting clauses, because one pro- 
vided that the Militia should be subject to the Mutiny Act and Articles 
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of War. 22/7 


MR. BOULTON (laughing) said he was sorry to see the Honble. gentle- 
man so afraid of being flogged. The Upper Canada Militia had no fear 
on the subject. 22 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER would, after the discussion that had taken place, 
and in order that he might act upon the suggestion of the hon. member 
for L'Islet, (Dr. Taché,) to refer the bill to a select committee, move 
that the committee rise, report progress, and ask leave to sit again. 


C162) 
and after some time spent therein, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; 
And Mr. Jessup reported the Bill back to the House. 


Mi letia vette: Resolved, That the said Btll be referred to a Select 

Committee, composed of the Honourable Mr. Attorney 
General Draper, the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smith, the Honour- 
able Mr. LaFontaine, Mr. Taché, Mr. Seymour, the Honourable Mr. Later- 
rtére, and Mr. Riddell, to report thereon with all conventent speed; 
with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 








Pentten- The Order of the Day for the House in Commtttee, 
tiary Bill. on the Bill to consoltdate and anend the Laws relat- 


tng to the Provinetal Penttentiary, betng read; 
The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Committee. 
Mr. LeMoine took the Chair of the Committee, 230 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER would not take up the time of the House by ex- 
plaining it further than he had done at the second reading. It con- 
solidated all the laws on the Penitentiary. 


All the clauses were agreed to by the committee, without amendment, 
except one, to which a provision was added. That the Board of Direc- 
tors should have power to make regulations for the purpose of admitting 
Ministers of all denominations at proper hours. 232 


(161) 
and after some time spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; 

And Mr. LeMotne reported that the Committee had gone through the 
Btll, and had made several amendments thereto, which he was dtrected 
to report to the House whenever tt shall be pleased to receive the 
same. 


Ordered, That the report be received on Monday next. 


Forgery Bill. The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
the Bill to amend the Law in cases of Forgery, being 
read; 
The satd Btll was accordingly read, and ordered to be engrossed. 
District Courts The Order of the Day for the House tn Committee 


BLL a Uenun) on the re-committed Bill to amend an Act passed dur- 


e} shill 


ing the last Sesston of thts Parltament, intituled, "An Act to amend, 
consolidate, and reduce tnto one Act, the several laws now in force 
establtshing or regulating the practice of Distrtet Courts, in the 
several Districts of that part of thts Province formerly Upper Canada," 
betng read; 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the said Committee. 

Mr. Rousseau took the Chatr of the Committee, 233 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER moved the adoption of the several clauses234, 
After a few words of discussion, ((the clauses)) were carried. 235 


MR. DUGGAN moved that one of them be amended, by adding a proviso 
to it, rendering it necessary that all writs be served by the Sheriff, 
or by his deputy : 


((This)) gave rise to a long discussion23/, 


MESSRS. DUGGAN, BALDWIN, ROBLIN, G. MACDONELL, Dundas, and THOMPSON, 
spoke in favour of ... the amendment ... maintaining that the Sheriff 
ought to have the service of all writs; and that if other parties were 
allowed to serve writs, the Sheriffs would be unable to live by their 
office; and that then it would be impossible to get responsible men to 
fill office?38, 


MESSRS. SMITH, of Frontenac, J. A. MACDONALD, of Kingston, and J. 
S. MACDONALD, of Glengarry, spoke against the amendment ... contending, 
that great inconvenience and delay would arise if the clause was adopted, 
as the Sheriff could not always be found in his office when wanted; 
that no harm could arise from allowing Plaintiffs to serve writs, but 
that it would be beneficial, as it would lessen the costs of the Defend- 
ant, as the Plaintiffs were not allowed to charge any thing for service; 
and that it would save persons from being obliged to travel great dis- 
tances to get a Sheriff to serve a writ, as many parties were obliged 
to do now. 


The amendment being put to the vote, was carried, 240 
It was then moved that the Committee rise24l, 


MR. SMITH, of Frontenac, moved that the said amendment be re-con- 
sidered A 


((This)) was carried, 243 
After further debate, the amendment being again put, was lost. 244 


(161) 
and after some time spent therein, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; 
And Mr. Rousseau reported that the Committee had gone through the 
Bill without making any further amendment thereto, which he was dtrected 
to report to the House whenever tt shall be pleased to receive the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved on Monday next. 


Orders post- Ordered, That the remaining Orders of the Day be post- 
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poned. poned unttl Monday next. 


Then, on motton of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, 
seconded by Mr. Dickson, 
The House adjourned unttl Monday next. 


APPENDIX, 24 APRIL 1846. 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: ADDRESS TO HIS EXCELLENCY.)) 245 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER announced his intention, on Monday, to move for 
an Address of Congratulation to His Excellency on his appointment as 
Governor General. 246 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: UPPER CANADA BILL TO REMOVE ATTAINDER. )) 24/ 
MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER gave notice of his intention to introduce a Bill 
to remove the attainder of certain persons in Upper Canada. 248 
((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: CIVIL LIST.)) 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY laid on the table the Schedules for the Civil 
List, and gave notice of the Resolutions he should move in connection 
therewith, when the House went again into Committee of Supply.249 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: DUTIES OF MASTER AND SERVANT.)) 


MR. AYLWIN gave notice of his intention to introduce a Bill to regu- 
late the Duties of Master and Servant. 250 


( (QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: ‘THE RELIEF OF THE DEAF AND DUMB.))251 
MR. R. MACDONALD of Cornwall ((asked a question.))252 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said, the relief of the Deaf and Dumb had not 
engaged the attention of the Government as no representation had been 
made to them as to the necessity of their extending relief to these un- 
fortunate individuals.253 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: NAVIGATION OF WELLAND RIVER.))254 


MR. THOMPSON enquired if it was the intention of government to do 
anything to improve the navigation of the Welland River. 255 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said, that certainly government would not re- 
commend the expenditure of another shilling for the improvement of navi- 
gation256 in that region25/, until they knew what would be the total 
cost of the Welland Canal.258 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: CLAIM OF JEAN BAPTISTE MIVILLE 
DECHENE. )) 259 


MR. LAURIN ((made)) an enquiry respecting J((ean)) B((aptiste)) 
Milville Dechene260, 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH said ... the course that the hon. member for 
Lotbiniere has adopted, is not the proper one. The Government have 
decided against the claim of this gentleman, and if he feels aggrieved 
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by this decision, let him appeal to this House. 261 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: JURY BILL.)) 


M. LAFONTAINE ... demandait si le gouvernement introduirait durant 
la présente session un "bill de jurés''262, 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER a répondu ... que ce bill était’ entre’ les 
mains des imprimeurs. 263 


((POSTPONED MOTION RE: CORNWALL - L'ORIGINAL ROAD.))264 


MR. R. MACDONALD of (Cornwall) - A sum of money was voted by the 
Legislature for the purpose of making a post road between Cornwall and 
L'Original. This sum has not been expended, and the road is in con- 
sequence in almost an impassable state. He (Mr. M'D) had seen the re- 
port of the chairman of the Board of Works, if his hon. friend (Mr. 
Aylwin) had not; and ((in)) this reports (sic) reasons are given why 
this road has not been improved. If the hon. member for the North Rid- 
ing of York thought it consistent with his favourite subject, Responsible 
Government, he wished to refer this portion of the report of the Board 
of Works to a_ select committee of all the M'Donald's in the House - 
(laughter. ) 265 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER ((requested that the motion be postponed for a 
week) ) 266 


The motion was postponed for a week. 26/ 


FOOTNOTES - 24 APRIL 1846. 


The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 24 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 28 April 1846, in identical accounts; and PILOT, 25 
April 1846. There is a commentary in EXAMINER, 6 May 1846. 
MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. According to PILOT, 25 April 1846, Aylwin made "a most able 
speech." 

MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

ESLD. 

1S wEB) 
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IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID, 

IBID. 
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IBID. 
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EDK 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

EBID:. 

EBD. 

BUD. 

Ie 503) 

IBID. 

INSHIHD) 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. The MIRROR mistakenly reported the division on Gowan's 
amendment as having been put at this point. 

MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

BED. 

IBID. 

BED. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

The following exchange was reported by: MIRROR, 24 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 28 April 1846, in identical accounts; and LA MINERVE, 
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27 April 1846. 
LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 


MIRROR, 
IBID. 


24 April 1846. 
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According to the MIRROR, Moffatt spoke "warmly". 
LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846, observed: 


"ce qui fit pousser un éclat 


de rire des deux cdétés de la chambre." 
LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 5 May 1846, reported that it was Chauveau who 
presented the report. 


The debate on this motion was reported by: 


MIRROR, 24 April 1846, 


and PILOT, 28 April 1846 in identical accounts; and BRITISH COLON- 
IST, 8 May 1846. 


BRITISH 
MIRROR, 
BRITISH 
MIRROR, 
BRITISH 
MIRROR, 
IBID. 
BRITISH 
MIRROR, 
BRITISH 
MIRROR, 
IBID. 
IBID. 
IBID. 
BRITISH 
MIRROR, 
BRITISH 
MIRROR, 
BRITISH 
IBID. 
IBID. 
MIRROR, 
BRITISH 


COLONIST, 8 May 
24 April 1846. 
COLONIST, 8 May 
24 April 1846. 
COLONIST, 8 May 
24 April 1846. 


COLONIST, 8 May 
24 April 1846. 
COLONIST, 8 May 
24 April 1846. 


COLONIST, 8 May 
24 April 1846. 
COLONIST, 8 May 
24 April 1846. 
COLONIST, 8 May 


24 April 1846. 
COLONIST, 8 May 


sum as £3000. 


MIRROR, 
BRITISH 
MIRROR, 
IBID. 


The debate on this motion was reported by: 


24 April 1846. 
COLONIST, 8 May 
24 April 1846. 


1846. 
1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 
1846. 


1846. 


1846. MIRROR, 24 April 1846, quoted the 
1846. 


MIRROR, 24 April 1846, 


and PILOT, 28 April 1846, in identical accounts; and LE JOURNAL 


DE QUEBEC, 28 April 1846. 


According to LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 28 


April 1846, the motion was made by Chabot. 


MIRROR, 
IBID. 
IBID. 


The debate on this matter was reported by: 


24 April 1846. 


LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 


28 April 1846; L'AURORE, 29 April 1846; LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846, 
and LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 5 May 1846, in identical accounts; MONT- 
REAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846, KINGSTON NEWS, 30 April 1846, BRITISH 
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COLONIST, 8 May 1846, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 7 May 1846, in 
accounts which are identical except that in the BRITISH COLONIST 
and the ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL some speeches have been omitted en- 
tirely and the BRITISH COLONIST's report is somewhat abbreviated; 
and MIRROR, 24 April 1846, PILOT, 28 April 1846, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 
7 May 1846, and BATHURST COURIER, 5 May 1846, in accounts which are 
identical except that in BATHURST COURIER some speeches have been 
omitted entirely. PILOT, 25 April 1846, merely noted the debate. 
Dr. Taché's speech was reported identically by MIRROR, 24 April 
1846, and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. According to MIRROR, 
24 April 1846, Lemoine took the Chair of the Committee. PILOT, 

28 April 1846, commented that "the best possible spirit was main- 
tained ‘toward the Bill" on both sides of the House." 

MIRROR, 24 April 1846'. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

IBID. 

MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. Taché's speech elicited widespread 
editorial praise from the newspapers. PILOT, 25 April 1846, com- 
mented: "Doctor Taché made the crack speech which was received 
with the most marked applause by all parties." LE JOURNAL DE 
QUEBEC, 28 April 1846, observed: '"M. Taché ... a prononcé un de 
ces discours électriques, au moyen desquels cet homme de talent 
et de coeur est toujours certain de produire chez tous 1'admira- 
tion et 1l'enthousiasme. Les nobles sentiments qu'il a exprimés 
ont eu de 1'écho dans tous les coeurs, la chambre y a applaudi d'un 
commun accord.'"' L'AURORE, 29 April 1846, lauded Taché's perform- 
ance as follows: "Il n'a pas seulement déployé des connaissances 
positives autant qu'exactes sur cette matiére, son discours res- 
ipirait des sentimens nobles et véritablement patriotiques. Aussi 
nous devons dire qu'on 1'a de toutes parts écouté d'une maniére 
attentive et qu'il a recu de méme 1'applaudissement justement 
mérité des deux cdétés de la chambre; que tous enfin ont été frappé 
de la justesse de ses remarques. A la suite de ce discours il 
s'est formé pour ainsi dire une fusion des partis de toutes les 
nuances, et l'on s'est réuni de concert pour prendre les moyens 

de s'éclairer mutuellement pour modifier le bill de maniére 4 
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mettre d'accord toutes les affections, comme les intéréts. Nous 
croyons devoir ajouter que le discours du Dr. Taché réunissait 
1'élégance 4 1'énergie." 
99. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
100. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
101. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
102. L'AURORE, 29 April 1846. 
103. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
104. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
105. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
106. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
107. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
108. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
109. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
110. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
ie he LD 
Pe eb LD. 
113. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
114. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
tiL5." BID: 
116, IBID. 
117. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
118. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
119. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
120. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
121. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
122. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
123. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
124. L'AURORE, 29 April 1846. 
125. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
126. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
127. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
128. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
129. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
130. L'AURORE, 29 April 1846. 
131. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
132. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
133. MIRROR, 24 April. 1846. 
134. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
135. L'AURORE, 29 April 1846. 
136. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
137.** MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
138. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
139. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
140. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
141. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
142. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
143. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846, referred to 
"quatre jours." 
144. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
145. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 
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146. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

147. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 

148. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

149. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. MIRROR, 24 April 1846, reported "3 
days devoted to each company." 

150. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 

151. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

152. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 

153. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

154. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 

155. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

156. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 

157. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

158. 2a. 

159. LBD. 

160. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 

161. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

162. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 

163. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

164. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 

165. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

166),  LBID'. 

167. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 

168. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

169. LA MINERVE, 27 April 1846. 

170. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

i7iG, BID: 

Die | DEL 

173. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

174. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

175. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

176. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

177. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

178. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

179. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

180. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

181. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

182. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

183. IBID. The MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846, noted: "MR. LAFONTAINE 
was not very distinctly heard in the gallery." 

184. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

185. IBID. The MONTREAL GAZETTE noted: "MR. PAPINEAU was hardly heard 
in the gallery." 

186. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

187. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

188. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

189. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

190. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

191. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

192. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 
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193. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

194. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 
195. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

196. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 
197. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

198. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 
199. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

200. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 
201. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

202. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 
203. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

204. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 
205. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

206. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 
207. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

206. IBED. 

209. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 
210. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
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212. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 
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215. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 
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217. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 
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220. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 
221. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
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223. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 
224. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
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229. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

230. The following debate was reported by: MIRROR, 24 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 28 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

231. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
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233. The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 24 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 28 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

234. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
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245. The following was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846, 
and BRITISH COLONIST, 8 May 1846, in identical accounts. 

246. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 

247. The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 
April 1846, and BRITISH COLONIST, 8 May 1846, in identical accounts. 

248. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 April 1846. 
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251. The debate on this matter was reported by: BRITISH COLONIST, 8 
May; and MIRROR, 24 April 1846, and PILOT, 28 April 1846, in 
identical accounts. 

252. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
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254. The debate on this matter was reported by: BRITISH COLONIST, 8 
May 1846; and MIRROR, 24 April 1846, and PILOT, 28 April, in 
identical accounts. 

255. BRITISH COLONIST, 8 May 1846. 

296 syn sL BLD» 

257. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 

258. BRITISH COLONIST, 8 May 1846. 

259. The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 24 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 28 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

260. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
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264. The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 24 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 28 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

265. MIRROR, 24 April 1846. 
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_ MONDAY, 27 APRIL 1846.1 


61 
Petttions laid i THE following Pettttons were severally brought 
on the table. up and latd on the table:-- 
By the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, -- 
The Petition of John Wilson, of London, tn the District of London. 

By Mr. Powell,--The Petition of Joseph Culver and others, of the 
Tounship of Woodhouse, in the District of Talbot. 

By Mr. Jessup,--The Petition of the Reverend Robert Boyd and others, 
tnhabitants of the Town of Prescott and victntty; “and the Petition of 
Joseph Leeming and others, of of Oxford and other Townshtps, in the Dts- 
trict of Johnstown. 


(162) 

By the Honourable Mr. Robinson,--The Petition of William Dixon, 
a Messenger to the Legtslative Assembly. 

By Mr. Boulton,--The Petition of the Reverend G. M. Armstrong and 
others, members of the Untted Chureh of England and Ireland, in the Town- 
shtp of Louth, in the Distrtet of Niagara; the Petttton of John Watson 
and others, Distillers, of the City of Toronto; the Petition of the 
Reverend Willtan M'Murray and others, of the Village and Township of 
Aneaster (relating to Educatton); and the Petition of the Reverend Wil- 
Liam M M'Murray and others, of the gece and Towunshtp of Ancaster, in — 

the Dtstrtct of Gore (relating to King's College). 

By Mr. Hall,--The Petition of Archtbald M'Fadyen and others, of the 
Township of “Eldon, tn the District of Colborne. 

By Mr. Price,--The Petition of Newton Bosworth and others, members 
of the Baptist iat Church in Fares 

By Mr. Evmatinger,--The Petition of John Taylor and others, members 
of the United Chureh of England and Ireland, tn the Townships of Ade- 
latde and Metcalfe, in the Dtocese of Toronto. 

By the Honourable Mr. LaFontatne,--The Petttton of Alexts Lafram- 
botse, Esqutre, and others, of the Ctty of Montreal. 

By the Honourable Mr. Baldwin,--The Petitton of John Retd and 
others, students of the Toronto Medical School. 

By the Honourable Mr. Aylwin,--The Petition of Hypoltte Dubord, 
Esquire, and others, Shtp Butlders, Carpenters, and others, of of the. 

City of Quebec, tnterested and engaged tn the butlding and construc- 
tLOnN Of euTpS. 

By Mr. Scott,--The Petttton of John Farle and others, of the Par- 
tsh of Ste. Scholastitque, in the County of Two Mountains. 




















Montreal A Petition of the Honourable A. N. Mortn, Vice 
Agricul tural President of the Agricultural Soctety of the County 
Soetety Pe- of Montreal, was presented by Mr. Scott, setting 
CLULON, forth:-- 


That the satd Soctety has acted as the District 
Soctety for the District of Montreal, for the year one thousand etght 
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hundred and forty-five. That there has remained in the hands of the 
Treasurer a balance of Seventy-four Pounds Five Shillings, currency, 
upon the allowance to the District Soctety, which the satd Soctety in- 
tended to apply tn the present year to the purchase of two useful tm- 
plements, called Hussey's Reaping Machine, being then unaware that the 
time in whieh they were authorized to employ such balance had expired 
sinee February last. That a remedtal provtston By-law, to cover the 
said dtffteulty, tn enabling the Soctety to promote the useful object 
they had in view, would cause injury to none, as the Soctety coming 
next, as the District Soctety, would obtain from the Publte Funds the 
sum allowed for the current year; and praying the House to take the 
satd Petttton into favourable consideration, and grant to the Agricul- 
tural Soctety for the County of Montreal the reltef prayed for. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, seconded by the Honourable Mr. LaFontatine, 


Ordered, That the satd Petttton be now read, and that the Rule of 
thts House, of the Twenty-etghth of June, 1841, be suspended, as 
to the present Pettttion. 


The satd Petttion was read accordingly. 


Trafalgar An Engrossed Bill, to tncorporate certain persons 
Road Btll. as "the Trafalgar, Esquesing, and Ertn Road Company," 


was read for the third ttme. 
Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That Mr. Chalmers do carry the said Btll to the Legislative 
Counctl, and destre thetr coneurrence. 


Forgery Bill. An Engrossed Bill, to amend the Law in cases of 
Forgery, was read for the third time. 


Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That Mr. Soltettor General Taschereau do carry the satd Brill 
to the Legtslative Counetl, and desire thetr concurrence. 


Petttions read. Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the following 
Pettttons were read:-- 

Of M. Scott and others, of the Parish of St. Nicholas; praying for 
the establishment of a Registry Office in the Parish of St. Joseph de 
la Pointe Lave. 

Of H. W. Barwick and others, of the District of Brock; praying for 
the removal of the Registry Office of the said District of Woodstock, 
and that suttable proviston be made for tts being kept there. 

Of Taylor Little and others, of the Townshtp of Hatley, in the 
County of Stanstead; praytng that they may be relieved from the pay- 
ment of Rents tn arrear and Interest, due by them on Clergy Reserve 
Lands whtch they occupy. 

Of Dantel M'Nab, Esqutre, and others, of the Town of Hamilton, tn 
the District of Gore; praying that the Untverstty of King's College 
may be emanetpated from all sectarian influence. 

Of Edward Malloch, Esquire; praying for an tnvesttgation into cer- 
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tain complaints against the Ordnance Department at Bytown. 

Of Milo M'Cargar, Esquire, and others, of South Gower; praying that 
Mr. Jones' Survey of a certain Road from Prescott, may not be adopted 
wtthout further tnvesttgatton. 

Of Hyacinthe St. Germain and others, of the Parish of St. Eustache; 
praying that the late Survey of a Road through the satd Partsh and St. 
Martins may be adhered to, and that the satd Road be made wtthout 
delay. 

Of James Donahoo, of the Tounshtp of Marlborough, in the District 
of Dalhouste; praying for remuneration in constderatiton of itnjurtes 
sustained by him tn hits health durtng the late Rebellton. 

Of James Seelye, of the Townshtp of Elizabethtown, tn the County of 








Of Michel Honoré St. Jorre, of the Parish of Rivtére Quelle; pray- 
tng that certatn arrears due to him by the Munictpal Counetl of Kamour- 
aska be paid to him. 

Of Cyprten LeBel, Esquire, and F. H. Pinet, on behalf of the Muni- 
etpal Counetl of the Parish of St. Louis de Kamouraska; praying for the 
establishment of a Court of Justtce in the satd Partsh. 

Of Cyprten LeBel, Esquire, and F. H. Pinet, on behalf of the Munt- 
etpal Council of the Partsh of St. Louts de Kamouraska; praying that an 
atd be granted them to make a Road from the satd Partsh to the River 
Se. domi. 
~ Of Charles Chapais, Esquire, Mayor, on behalf of the Municipal Coun- 
etl of St. Dents de la Boutetilerte; praying for atd to fintsh a Road 
commenced by them. 

Of Richard Somerville and others, members of the United Church of 
England and Ireland, in the Diocese of Quebec; of the Reverend N. 
Guerout and others, members of the United Church of England and Ire- 
land, tn the Dtocese of Quebec; and of the Reverend aobert Knight and 
others, members of the United Church of England and Ireland, in the 
Dtocese of Quebec; praying that measures may be adopted for vesting in 
the Chureh Soerety of the Diocese of Quebec, for the benefit of the 
satd Church, such a portion of the Clergy Reserve Lands as shall cor- 


(163) 
respond with thetr share of the tnecome aristng from the same. 

Of Willtam Barrett and R. A. Symms, Esqutres, on behalf of the Com- 
misstoners of Common Sehools for the Township of Hemntngford, tn the 
County of Beauharnots; praying for certain amendments to the Common 
School Act. 

Of Charles Allen and others, of Shefford, in the County of Shefford; 
and of the Reverend David Connell and others, of the Townshtp of Dun- 
han, tn the County of Mtsstsquot; praying that the Clergy Reserve Lands 
may be sold, and thetr proceeds disposed of as the Legislature may deem 
Pee 

Of Thomas Willtam Lloyd, Esquire, and others, tnhabitants and mer- 
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chants of the Ctty of Quebec; praying that certatn alterations in the 
Duttes of Customs, asked for by the Petition of the Board of Trade of 
Quebec, may not be granted. 

Of John Adams and others, of the Townshtp of Pickering, tn the Home 
District; praying that no partition be made of the endoument of King's 
College, but that it be secured from mtsmanagement, and that certain 
alterattons be made in the Charter of the satd College. 

Of Charles Matthews and others, of the Townshtp of Piekering, in 
the Home Distriet; praying that no divtston be made of the Clergy Re- 
serve Lands, but that measures may be adopted to have them placed un- 
der the control of the Legislature, for the support of General Educa- 
Liou, 

Of the Right Reverend the Lord Btshop of Toronto and others, the 
Trustees, managing Committee, and others, tnterested tn the House of 
Industry, in the City of Toronto; praytng for atd to enlarge and carry 
on the satd Institution. 

Of Thomas Peretval and others, members of the United Church of 
England and Ireland, in the Township of Elizabethtown, tn the District 
of Johnstown; praying that the satd Church may have the control of its 
share of the Common School Funds. 

Of Richard Percival and others, members of the Untted Church of 
England and Ireland, tn the District of Johnstown; and of James Scott 
and others, of Ortllta and Medonte, in the Dtstrtct of Simcoe; praying 
that no Act may be passed to destroy the reltgtous character and tnvade 
the chartered rights of the Universtty of King's College. 

Of the Reverend Michael Harris, A.M., Rector, and others, the Ward- 
ens of St. James’ Church, tn Perth; praying that a certain piece of 
Road in the said Town, asked for by the Reverend Mr. M'Donagh, for 
the erectton of a Roman Catholte Church, may not be granted. 

Of Bemon P. Warner and others, of the Townshtp of Dunham, in the 
County of Misstsquot; praytng that all denominations of Christtans may 
have thetr just share in the management of King's College; and that all 
publie grants be withheld from MeGill College, unless it be placed upon 
the same footing. 

Of George S. Cotter and others, members of the United Church of 
England and Ireland, in the Mission of New Market, in the Home District; 
of the Reverend J. Gunne and others, members of the Untted Church of 
England and Ireland, tn Dawn and other Townships, tn the Diocese of 
Toronto; of the Reverend Richard Flood and others, members of the Untted 
Church of England and Ireland, in Delaware and Caradoc, in the Diocese 
of Toronto; and of the Reverend James Mockrtdge and others, members of 
the Untted Church of England and Ireland, tn the Township of Warwick, 
in the Diocese of Toronto; praying that measures may be adopted for 
vesting in the Church Soctety of the Diocese of Toronto, for the bene- 
fit of the satd Church, such a portion of the Clergy Reserve Lands as 
shall correspond with their share of the income arising from the same. 

Of Thomas Augustus Hatnes, Juntor, on behalf of the members of the 
Baptist Church at London, in the County of Middlesex; and of the Rev- 
erend Dugald Sinclair, on behalf of the members of the Bapttst Church 
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at Lobo, in the County of Middlesex; praying that the Impertal Act for 
the dtsposal of the Clergy Reserve Lands may not be interfered with. 

Of Edouard Dugré and others, of the Partsh of St. Michel d'Yamaska; 
praying that the Sleigh Ordinances be repeated. 

Of the Reverend Frangots P. Porlter and others, of Terrebonne; pray- 
tng that the Regtstry Offtce may be kept at the Village of Terrebonne, 
where tt now ts. 

Of Narcisse Duchesnay, Esquire, and others, of Ste. Marte and other 
Parishes in the District of Quebec; calling the attention of the House 
to the Munictpal and Education Laws, and praying that some indemnity be 
granted to Jurors for their services. 

Of Aaron Overholt and others, of the Township of Ratnham, in the 
Distrtet of Talbot; praying that the Clergy Reserve Lands may not be 
placed under the control of any Reltgtous Soctety, but that they be 
sold and disposed of as the Legtslature may deem ftt. 

Of Thomas G. Ridout, Esquire, and others, officers and members of 
the Toronto Mechanics’ Institute; praying for a grant to enable them to 
ltqutdate a debt tneurred for building. 





Petitions Ordered, That the Petittton of Str Allan N. MacNab 
Referred:-- and others, in behalf of the tnhabitants of the 


Town of Hamtlton, be referred to the Standing 


Str Allan N. Commtttee on Prtvate Btlls. 


MacNab, et al. 





David Gtbbs, Ordered, That the Petttiton of the Reverend David 
ALM eee, Gtbbs, A.M., and others, of Granby, be referred 


to the Select Committee to whtch was referred 
the Petttton of George Roe and others, of the County of Russell, and 
other references. 


T. BBG Le, Resolved, That the Petttton of Taylor Little and 
Cb als others, of the Townshtp of Hatley, in the County 


of Stanstead, be referred to a Select Committee, 
composed of Mr. M'Connell, Mr. Gowan, Mr. Hale, Mr. Brooks, and Mr. 
Lantter, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon wtth 
all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and re- 
cords. 





G. Shaw. Resolved, That the Petttton of George Shaw, of the 

City of Montreal, be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee, composed of the Honourable Mr. Robinson, Mr. Duggan, and Mr. 
Maedonell of Stormont, to examine the contents thereof, and to report 
thereon wtth all convenient speed; with power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 


M. Scott, et al. Ordered, That the Petition of M. Scott and others, of 
the Parish of St. Nicholas, be referred to the 

Select Committee to whtch was referred the Petition of ESRMGUAY:, 

Esquire, and others, of the Parish of St. Joseph de la Pointe Levt, 

and other Partshes, tn the County of Dorchester. 





J. Hf. Culp. Resolved, That the Petttion of J. H. Culp, of the 
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Township of Stamford, in the District of Niagara, be referred to a Sel- 
ect Committee, composed of Mr. Cummings, Mr. Merritt, Mr. Macdonell of 
Stormont, Mr. Seymour, and Mr. Powell, to examine the contents thereof, 
and to report thereon with all convenient speed; with power to send 
for persons, papers, and records. 


(164) 
On motton of the Honourable Mr. DeBleury, seconded by Mr. Jobin, 


Commt ttee Ordered, That the Select Commtttee to whitch was re- 
dissolved. ferred the Petition of N. B. Desmarteau and others, 


of Montreal, be dissolved; and that the said Peti- 
tion be referred to the Select Committee to whitch was referred the Peti- 
tion of E. Guy, Esquire, and others, residing on the Lower Lachine Road, 
and other references. 


Montreal Ordered, That the Petttton of the Honourable A. N. 
Agricul tural Morin, Vice Prestdent of the Agricultural Soctety 
Soetety. for the County of Montreal, be referred to the 


Select Committee to whitch was referred the Peti- 
tton of the Reverend_J. Paquin and others, of the County of Two Moun- 
tains. 





J. M. Quimby, Ordered, That the Petition of John M. Quimby and 
be abe others, of a part of the Township of Stanstead, 


be referred to the Select Committee to whitch was 
referred the Petition of Taylor Little and others, of the Townshtp of 
Hatley, tn the County of Stanstead. 


Stster Forbes, Ordered, That the Petition of Sister E. Forbes dite 
CLL. M'Mullen, Supertor, and other Ladtes, the Relt- 


gtous the Ststers of Chartty of the General Hos- 
pital of Montreal, (Soeurs Grises), be referred to the Standing Commtt- 
tee on Private Bills. 


Despatch on The Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, one 
subject of Du- of Her Majesty's Executive Counctl, latd before the 
ties on Gratin. House, by command of His Excelleney, the Governor 


General, Copy of a Despatch from the Right Honour- 
able W. E. Gladstone, on the subject of duties on Wheat, Flour, or 
other Gratin. 


(Copy. ) 
No. 48. 
DOWNING STREET, 
Ist April, 1846. 
MY LORD, 


I have received Your Lordshtp's Despatch, No. 19, of the 25th Feb- 
ruary last, in which you enclose a Memortal from the Board of Trade at 
Montreal, praying that, tn constderatton of the injury which the Mem- 
orialists apprehend from the anticipated change in the Corn Law of thts 
Country, Her Majesty's Government would recommend the repeal of the 
Provinetal Act tmposing a local duty of 3s. per quarter on Foretgn 
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Flour brought into the Province may be repealed, and that Grain Flour 
and Meal, of whatever origin, may be introduced from Canada into the 
Untted Kingdom free of duty. 

1. The Despatches noted in the margin, whieh I have had occasion 

to address to Your Lordshtp on the subject 
~ = a eoinen of the Trade of Canada, wtll have already 
aoe eee? eS aes explatned the views whitch, in common with 
my colleagues, I entertain, wtth respect to the apprehenstons of the 
Board of Trade of Montreal or of other parttes simtlarly sttuated, as 
to the effect tn Canada of the alteration of the Engltsh Corn Law, tf 
tt be passed tn conformity with the vtews of Her Majesty's Government. 
But as tt ts necessary that I should return a distinct answer to the 
Memortal which ts now before me, I have to tnstruct Your Lordship to 
aequatnt the Memortaltsts that, tf Parltanent shall adopt the changes 
tn the Corn Law of thts Country which have been submttted to their de- 
liberation, Her Majesty's Government wtll regard the local duty of 3s. 
on Corn as an exclusively Provinctal Question, and tf the Legislature 
of Canada shall think tt expedient to pass an Act for the repeal of that 
duty, Her Majesty wtll not be advised to dtsallow the measure. 

2. You will state to the Memortaltsts that, according to the vtew 
of Her Majesty's Government, any proposal to alter the Impertal duty on 
Flour imported tnto Canada should follow and be dependent on, but should 
not precede the abrogation of the 3s.. duty. 

3. That wtth respect to thetr appltcation for the free introductton 
tnto thts Country of Gratin, Flour and Meal, of whatever ortgin, Her 
Majesty's Government regret that they do not think tt enttrely compat- 
tble wtth the spirtt of the Commercial Treattes between thts Country 
and other Powers, to revive the system which once prevatled, of allow- 
tng the tntroductton of Goods from Colontes at Colontal duties with 
reference, not to thetr origin, but solely to thetr place of Export. 


I have, &c. 
(Stgned) W. EH. GLADSTONE. 
Lteutenant-General 
he Kart Catheart, K.C.B., 
&C. GC. &C. 


Printed. Ordered, That five hundred copies of the satd Des- 
pateh be printed for the use of the Members of 
thts House. 


Middlesex Mr. Dickson, Chatrman of the Select Commtttee, 
Electton. to whteh was referred the Petttton of Willtam Not- 


man, Esquire, of Dundas, tn the Gore Dtstrtct, com- 
plaining of the undue Election and Return of Edward Ermatinger, Esquire, 
to represent the County of Middlesex in thts present Parltament, re- 
ported? to the House the following Resolutions:-- 

1. Resolved, That the mode of proceeding on the part of the Com- 
misstoners appointed to take evtdence in the matter of the Con- 
troverted Election for the County of Middlesex, tn adjourntng 
several months, on dtfferent occastons, wtthout any reason as- 
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signed, was illegal. 

2. Resolved, That the evidence taken under the Comntsston so il- 
legally executed, cannot be received or read as evidence. 

3. Resolved, That the Chatrman do communteate the foregotng Resol- 
uttons to the House. 


West Halton Mr. Williams, from the Select Committee appointed 
Electton. to try the mertts of the Petttion of James Durand, 





Esqutre, complatning of the undue Electton and Re- 
turn of James Webster, Esquire, the Sttting Member for the West Riding 
of the County of Halton, reported to the House, that ee to ad- 
journment, the Committee met on Saturday last, at ten o'clock, A.M., 
and that Mr. Chabot, one of the Members of the Committee, was not pre- 
sent at the meeting, from the cause as the Committee suppose of his 
having obtatned leave of absence from the House. 





Notartal Pro- Me. Laurin, from the Select Committee to whitch 
fesston Bill, was referred the Bill for the better regulatton of 
(LerGs) the Notartal Professton tn Lower Canada, reported 


that the Committee had gone through the Bill, and 
had made several amendments thereto, whitch amendments were again read 
at the Clerk's table. 


Ordered, That the said Bill and Report be committed to a Committee of 
the whole House on Wednesday next. 


Grand River Mr. Thompson, from the Select Comnittee to which 
Floods. was referred the Petition of Robert H. Bruce, Esquire, 


and others, inhabitants residing on the Grand River, 
in the County of Haldimand, presented to the House the Report ort of the 
satd Committee, which was agatn read at the Clerk's table, and ts as 
followeth:-- 


Report. Your Committee have taken the purport of the said 

Petition into constderatton, whereby itt ts mantfest 
that the Roads on each stde of the Grand River from Dunville to Cayuga 
have, by reason of the Dunvitle dam, ratsing the water, and swelling 
the rivulets, crossing the satd Roads to so great a width, that 1t 


(165) 
places the maintaining of the satd public htghways out of the power of 
the inhabitants by statute labour and otherwise, that on the north side 
of the said River the creeks are from the above causes widened as fol- 





eS Original Width. Present Width. 

Thompson's Creek. ..+ + 20 feet 250 De 
Dockstoda's " Pg a) ey a 200 

Farr's Ra Te eo eat MO PT 350 
Dumipyener te MONI on a se eat 6g 
Lummis! -. Res 1 MS Bo oe 2505 
VoOVGeoiee, ORR han St Se (TD of 200 + 
Norton's We teat ieee. cho.» Ot OF ed 


Tyntes " mcg te sas Beet ke LOG sat 
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On the south stde 
of the satd River. 





Original Width. Present Width. 

Fisher's Creek 8 feet 110 mea 
Dtek’s i ogamL 210 
Bursts ' i oo 200 7" 
Auker 's uy eit zou” af 
Cook 's wr 6 tw 20 " 
Holms!' yt er yi 8 {0 Ma 

254 to 2500 feet. 


Being an inerease of 93 feet to 1 foot, thereby making it mantfest 
to your Committee, the justice of the claim of the Petitioners, that 
the Government should permanently reduce in width the said several 
ereeks to thetr ortginal span at the crossing of the satd Roads. 

Your Committee are of opinton that tt may be vemedted by Embankment 
for a reasonable outlay. 

Your Commtttee are bound to conceive, that tn as much as the canal 
is publie property, the expense of the remedy proposed should be charge- 
able and patd from the public funds of the Province. 

They therefore beg to recommend that an Address be presented to 
His Excellency the Governor General, requesting that he wtll dtrect 
the proper of ftcer under the Board of Works to tmmedtately cause the 
necessary work to be done, to remove the just complaint of the Peti- 
ttoners. 


Dumfries Mr, Webster, from the Select Commtttee to whtch 
Road. was referred the Petttton of James Kk. Andrews and 


others, tnhabttants of the Toumshtp of Dumfries, in 
the Distrtet of Gore, and another reference, presented to the House 
the Report of the said Committee, whtch was again read at the Clerk's 
table, and ts as followeth:-- 





Report. Your Committee have taken tnto thetr constdera- 

tton the prayers of the Petittons referred to them, 
and after due deltberatton have unanimously agreed to recommend to the 
favourable constderation of your Honourable House, the prayer of the 
Petttton of J. Kk. Andrews and others, as tt appears a public benefit 
wtll be thereby gained to the tnhabttants of that section of the 
country. 


Bel; Ordered, That Mr. Webster have leave to bring ina 
Bill to vest in James Kk. Andrews a certatn al- 
lowanee of road in the Township of Dumfries, in the District of Gore. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second ttme to-morrow. 








Dundas Street Mr. Chalmers, from the Select Committee to which 
Plank Road. were referred the Petitions of Caleb Hopkins, Es- . 





qutre, and others, of Hamilton and of Trafalgar, and 
other Townships, in the District of Gore, and of Joseph Ireland and 


eel 


others; presented to the House the Report of the satd Committee, which 
was again read at the Clerk's table, and is as followeth:-- 


Report. Your Committee have taken into their consideration 
the satd Petttions, and the subject therein referred 
to, and they are strongly impressed with the beltef that a great neces- 
stty exists for the improvement by planking or otherwise of that por- 
tton of the Main and Mail Road leading from Toronto Westward to Hamil- 
ton, commencing at that part of tt at which the Macadanization ends in 
the Home Distriet, and continuing westward to Hamilton; it ts due not 
only to the very numerous population restdent along the same, but the 
interests of the publte generally, tn a Provincial point of view, demand 
that thts leading thoroughfare through the Province should no longer be 
overlooked. Your Committee would, therefore, most respectfully recom- 
mend to your Honourable House, that an humble Address be presented to 
His Excellency, the Governor General, praying that His Excellency would 
be gractously pleased to cause the road tn question to be examined and 
surveyed under the authority of the Board of Works, with a view to its 
improvement tn such a manner as may best comport wtth the public good. 


MR. BALDWIN? - said that in moving the resolutions which he held 
in his hand, he would not be introducing a new question; it was one with 
which the House and the country were long familiar. It was known that 
in the same session of the Imperial Parliament in which the Act for the 
Re-Union of the Provinces was enacted, a law was passed to settle the 
Clergy Reserve question which was thought to be final. Under that law 
Inspectors were appointed to value the lands belonging to the Clergy, 
and the country were further highly gratified to find by a publication 
in4 the Canada Gazette? of last March, that the present Government had 
granted® such advantageous terms of payment to settlers upon those 
lands. He had so few opportunities of praising the hon. gentlemen op- 
posite that he could not avoid congratulating them upon this proceeding, 
but alas his joy was short lived, in a few days a new advertisement ap- 
peared suspending those sales.’ It was with great regret the parties 
concerned and indeed the country at large, lately heard that the sale 
of the lands was suddenly stopped. And although the Government with 
its usual tact styled it suspension, yet it was feared that from the 
great exertions being made by a certain power in Upper Canada that the 
gentle announcement was but a step towards a more serious measure, was 
in fact, a yielding to that power which had upon previous occasions 
been so efficacious. It was therefore, that he (Mr. Baldwin) and 
others felt alarmed, and that the hon. member for Lanark had prepared 
the resolutions which he (Mr. B.) was then about to submit. He (Mr. 
B.) thought the publication of such a report as that upon which the 
Government founded its determination to stop the sales was highly in- 
judicious, especially as no intimation was given as to any final mea- 
sure; he believed that it was calculated to affect injuriously the 
rights of individuals.® He proceeded to move the resolution seriatim.? 





MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER - did not rise for the purpose of opposing the 
resolutions but to offer an observation or two upon the drop of bitter- 
ness which had fallen into the otherwise agreeable speech of the hon. 


ep 


member for the Fourth Riding of York.4° ‘The hon. gentleman indulged in 
a strain of irony upon the hearty congratulations of the gentlemen op- 
posite, which evidently were so very sincere, his very countenance was 
lit up with joy; but alas his joy was indeed short lived, his sorrows 
soon returned, there was a bitter drop in the bottom of his cup, - 

—---------- Media in fonte leporum 

Surgit amari aliquid. 
The hon. gentleman went on to state that the Government had stopped 
as soon as arrangements - could be made to remedy this evil theysales: 
would be resumed. No one felt more than himself and colleagues the the 
necessity of settling this question, and preventing it ever ea ee 
again that fruitful source of agitation which it had been hitherto. 1 
He (the Att. Gen.) would state that the reason why no intimation of a 
further measure was given was, that the Government had no intention 
whatever of coming to that House with any measure upon the subject; he 
would vote with great pleasure for the resolutions, and had only to of- 
fer an explanation that had been already offered, viz: that the suspen- 
sion was merely Fempor and that the sales “feral be resumed in the 
shortest possible time. 


(165) 
On motton of the Honourable Mr. Baldwin, seconded by Mr. Roblin, 

















Clergy Resolved, That tt afforded great satisfactton to the 
Reserves. publte at large to see tt announced in the Offt- 


etal Gazette of the twenty-fourth of March last, 
that the occupants and purchasers of Clergy Reserves generally, were 
heneeforth to ke requtred to pay one-tenth only instead of one-fourth 
of the purchase money tn hand, and the rematnder thereof tn nine in- 
stead of four equal annual tnstalments; and that on lots occupted wtth- 
out authority, instead of interest as requtred by the prevtous regula- 
ttons, a rental was to be charged for the pertod of occupation before 
purchase, varying from 35s. to £5 5s. in Upper Canada, and from 25s. 
to 75s. tn Lower Canada, on Lots of 200 acres. 


Resolved, That tt ts with deep regret that this House now learns by 
the Offtetal Gazette of the ntnth of April instant, that tt has 
been thought fit to arrest the progress of this sattsfactory al- 
teratiton tn the system of dtspostng of these lands, and to issue 
an order to stop any further sales thereof; and this House earnestly 
hopes, that the causes which have led to the said stoppage of sales, 
may be speedtly removed, to the end that the satd Clergy Reserve 
Lands may be acqutred in fee simple by thetr occupants, the coun- 
try settled, all future agitation prevented, and the publte mind 
quieted. 


The third ((resolution)) ... ((was)) proposed,.13 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER observed, that as he had had no notice of it he 
thought it ought to be postponed. 


MR. BALDWIN - was not aware that due notice had not been given and 
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was willing to give notice of the consideration of it for Monday next .15 


(165) 
Bank Of Ue oC. Ordered, That Mr. Boulton have leave to bring in a 
Charter Bill to amend an Act intituled "An Act to extend 
Amendment the Charter of the Bank of Upper Canada, and to 
BLU: tnerease the capital stock thereof." 





He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the 
House, and the same was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered 
to be read a second time on Monday next. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPERL® moved an address of congratulation to His 
Excellency Earl Cathcart, on his appointment as Governor General, 
He said that he had searched for precenents (sic), and came to the de- 
termination of not pursuing the usual course of moving resolutions, and 
founding an address thereon, but simply moving an address;!/ and he had 
endeavoured so to word it that it should meet with the unanimous con- 
currence of the House. 


MR. LAFONTAINE seconded the Address, which was carried and ordered 
to be engrossed.19 


((The address)) was unanimously adopted29, 


(165) 
On motton of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, seconded 
by the Honourable Mr. LaFontatne 


(SES See eee 
Address to His Resolved, That the following humble Address be pre- 
Excellency of sented to His Excellency, the Governor General:-- 


Congratulatton. 


To His Excelleney, Lieutenant General the Right Honourable Charles 
Murray, Earl Cathcart, of Cathcart, in the County of Renfrew, 
Knight Commander of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Gov- 
ernor General of British North Amertca, and Captatn General and 
Governor-tn-Chtef tn and over the Provinces of Canada, Nova 
Secotta, New Brunswick, and the Island of Prince Edward, and Vice 


(166) 
Admtral of the same, and Commander of Her Majesty's Forces tn 
Brittsh North America. 


MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

We, Her Majesty's duttful and loyal subjects, the Legislative As- 
sembly of Canada, in Provinetal Parltament assembled, most humbly beg 
Leave to tender to Your Excellency our congratulattons on your ap- 
potntment as Her Majesty's Representative tn thts Province; and to re- 
new our assurance of our attachment to Her Majesty's Person and Gov- 
ernment. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be Engrossed. 


Ordered, That the said Address be presented to His Excellency, the 
Governor General, by the whole House. 
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Ordered, That such Members of this House as are of the Honourable the 
Executive Council of thts Province, do wait upon Hts Excellency, 
the Governor General, to know His Excellency's pleasure, when he 
wtll be attended by this House, with their Address. 


Restoratton Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Attorney General 

of Rights Draper have leave to bring in a Bill to restore 

Bill. the rights of certain persons attainted for High 
Treason. 


He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, 24 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER explained that the intention of this Bill was 
to remove certain disabilities under which22 certain persons ((who)) 
had been attainted for high treason23 laboured as regarded their civil 
rights, although their attainder had been reversed24 and ((they)) had 
received her Majesty's pardon2>, This Bill was to enable them to bring 
actions, to assert their rights to property and debts, in as great a 
degree as if that attainder had not taken place. 26 


MR. BALDWIN said that he had again great pleasure in rendering a due 
meed of praise of the Government, who had introduced the bill. It had 
been he said, the intention of the late Government to introduce such a 
bill; but, owing to the difference between the Governor and them, which 
caused their retirement, it had fallen through. He (Mr B.) thought how- 
ever, that as this was a prerogative of the Crown, it ought to have been 
sent rt with the signature of the Governor, and then read once in each 
House. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said, that he had caused a search to be made for 
precedent, and had come to the determination, after the search had been 
made, to follow the same course as with other bills. 


(166) 
and the same was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to 
be read a second time on Friday next. 


Ferrtes Btll, Ordered, That Mr. Cumnings have leave to bring in a 
cue Ca Bill to explain and anend a certain Act theretn 


mentioned, and to make further provistons con- 
cerning Ferries in Upper Canada. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Monday next. 


Duttes between Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Aylwin have leave 
Master and to bring in a Btll to regulate the duttes be- 
Servant Bill. tween Master and Servant, and for other purposes 
therein menttoned. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House,2? 


MR. AYLWIN said that the bill had not been prepared by him: it 
related particularly to39 the contracts between parties engaged in 
the3l trade on the Ottawa River, where there is a large business car- 
ried on in the manufacture of lumber. It was badly situated, far from 
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any courts of justice, for the punishment of criminals?2. ((It was 
impossible to bring)) parties to justice for crimes committed33, espec- 
ially on the Lower Canada side of the river. He Ee that he could 
mention a case in which a murder had been committed ,? in that dis- 
trict?>, and the perpetrators (sic) of that act remained at large, till 
at last he made stipulations - not those detested Ministerial stipula- 
tions - with3® a member of the Executive Government ... that if he 
would condescend to surrender himself in Montreal, and his trial did 
not take place that term he should be liberated on bail, and conse- 
quently he had been set at liberty.3/ 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH said that he did not rise to oppose the bill, but 
to correct a misstatement. The Government had made no such stipula- 
tion, but in an argument of four hours duration had resisted the appli- 
cation for bail, and the responsibility of that act must rest on the 
hon. Chief Justice who granted it. 


MR. AYLWIN said, that although he called that Judge his friend, he 
could only consider this act as equalled by another, where an indivi- 
dual who had robbed a bank had been bailed.49 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH said, that application was also resisted by the 
Government. 41 


ore HALL suggested that the bill should refer to Upper Canada 
also. 


(166) 
and the same was received and read for the first time, and ordered to 
be read a second time on Friday next. 


Montreal Ordered, That Mr. Leslte have leave to bring ina 
Palloe Burt. Bill to amend an Act theretn mentioned, and to 


establish the vote by ballot tn the Election of 
Counetllors and Assessors of and for the City of Montreal. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Monday next. 





Members Ordered, That Mr. Hall be added to the Select Com- 
added to mittee to whitch was referred the Bill to define 
Committees. the Limtts of Bytown, and to establish a Town 


Counetl therein, tnstead of Mr. Sherwood of 
Brockville, who ts engaged on Election Committees. 


Ordered, That Mr. Jessup and Mr. Hall be added to the Select Committee 
to which was referred the Petttion of Donald Cameron, of the Town- 
ship of Thorah, in the Home District, instead of Mr. Macdonell of 
Dundas, and Mr. Williams, who are serving on Election Committees. 





On motion of Mr. Jessup, seconded by Mr. Macdonald of Cornwall, 


Brockville Resolved, That a Message be sent to the Legislative 
Toun Lot Council, requesting that thetr Honours may be 
Bele: pleased to communicate to this House the docu- 
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ments, evidence, or proafs, upon whtch ts founded the Engrossed Bill 
recetved from thetr Honours, tntituled "An Act to authortze the Devt- 
sees and Trustees of the Wtll of the late Honourable Charles Jones, 
to convey a Town Lot therein mentioned to the President and Board of 
Police of Brockville, for the uses and purposes theretn mentioned." 


Ordered, That Mr. Jessup do carry the satd Message to the Legislative 


Counctl. 
Mining Com- Ordered, That Mr. Macdonald of Kingston have leave 
pany Bil. to bring tn a Btll to tncorporate "The British 


American Mining Company." 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Thursday next. 


Montreal Ordered, That the Btll to tncorporate "The Montreal 

Gas BLL. Consumer's Gas Company" be read a second time on 
Thursday next. 

Etobtcoke Ordered, That Mr. Duggan have leave to bring in a 

oda Bue. Btll to tneorporate certain persons under the 


name of "the Etobicoke and Mono stxth line Road 
Company." 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Thursday next. 


On motion of Mr. Smith of Wentworth, seconded by Mr. Roblin, 


Great Western Ordered, That the Order for Engrossing the Bill to 
Ratlroad Bill. tncorporate a Company to extend the Great West- 

ern Ratlraod from Hamilton to Toronto, be dts- 
charged. 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be now recommitted to a Committee of the 
whole House. 


The House accordingly resolved ttself into the said Committee. 

The Honourable Mr. DeBleury took the Chair of the Committee, and 
after some time spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr, 

And the Honourable Mr. DeBleury reported that the Committee had gone 
through the Bill, and had made further amendments thereto, which he was 
dtrected to report to the House whenever it shall be pleased to receive 
the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


Pentten- Mr. LeMoine, from the Committee of the whole 
tiary Bill. House, on the Bill to consolidate and amend the Laws, 


relating to the Provinetal Penttenttary, reported, 
according to Order, the amendments made by the Committee to the satd 
Bill, whieh amendments were agatn read at the Clerk's table and agreed 
to by the House. 


9577 


Ordered, That the satd Btll, as amended, be engrossed. 


District Courts Mr. Rousseau, from the Committee of the whole 
BELls Wee) House on the recomnitted Bill to amend an Act passed 


during the last Sesston of thts Parliament, intituled, 
"An Act to amend, consolidate, and reduce into one Act, the several 
laws now tn force establishing or regulating the practice of District 
Courts in the several Districts of that part of thts Province formerly 
Upper Canada," reported, according to order, that the Committee had 
gone through the Bill without making any further amendment thereto;-- 
and the amendments made to the satd Bill on the first committal thereof 
were again read at the Clerk's table, and agreed to by the House. 


Ordered, That the satd Bill, as amended, be engrossed. 


(167) 
Usury Bill. The Order of. the Day for the second reading of 
the Bill to exempt certatn mercantile transactions 
from the operation of the law for the prevention of Usury, betng read; 
The Honourable Mr. Soltcitor General Sherwood moved, seconded by 
Mr, Duggan, That the said Btll be now read a second time. 43 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD - ... said that he had taken the course in 
this matter which had been taken in England, as he thought it prudent 
to follow step by step the legislation which there led to their repeal. 
The principle of this measure had been several times negatived by the 
Parliament of Canada, on the last occasion by a majority of one.44 
The ie peace s the Usury Laws had been followed by great advantages at 
home, and would, in his opinion be followed by great advantages ((here)), 
& altho some inconvenience might be felt at first, money like everything 
else would find its level. On the other side of the line 7 per cent is 
obtained for the use of money, and in Canada money can be invested in 
real property so as to obtain 6 per cent without any risk, and thus a 
large amount of capital is prevented from being introduced into the 
country for the purpose of loaning as persons can invest their money 
more profitably in other ways, 46 He believed it would lead to the in- 
troduction of a large amount of capital into the country, which would 
not be introduced so long as the interest was only £6 per cent4’7, He 
intended to make the law applicable to bills and promissory notes not 
having more than twelve months to run, upon which as much interest might 
be given and received as the parties agreed for, but where no bargain 
was made, the law as it is at present would regulate the agreement. 
£6 per cent alone could be demanded or recovered. There was a clause 
in the Bill which limited its operation to one, two, or three years, in 
order to try its effect. If it was wished to restrict Banks“ , on ac- 
count of their possessing such a great amount of capital, from demand- 
ing a higher rate of interest than 6 per cent, such a clause could be 
inserted in committee, but he (Mr. S.) was prepared to throw open the 
money market to the competition of all parties. He was convinced 
that the repeal of these Laws would be followed by great advantages, for 
he had known many?~ instances of individuals who could not obtain a loan 
of money at 10 or 15 per cent in consequence of the Usury Laws and who 
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were obliged to sacrifice their property to the amount of 50 or 100 per 
cent. He could not be charged with any interested motives in introduc- 
ing this bill, as he was neither a money lender or borrower; he was how- 
ever anxious to assist the commerce of the country. The necessity of 
the repeal of Usury Laws has been fully discussed both in this Province 
and in England, and though in former days this project was considered 
visionary, the force of truth has wrought such a change in the minds of 
the statesmen of England, that these laws have been repealed. 2 


MR. BERTHELOT said he was sorry to find that23 the hon. member who 
has introduced this bill does not remember the past history of mankind, 
and he has not profited by the lessons of ancient history? . There were 
always money-lenders, ((and)) plenty of persons who where (sic) will- 
ing to borrow money at any price, in consequence of which, laws against 
usury have been in existence for many centuries in all civilized coun- 
tries. The circumstances of England are different from this country; 
for in England capitalists are often glad to get 3 or 4 per cent for 
their money.> But the history of nations showed that desperate men 
in their need would promise to pay?’ any per centage? - £20 or £30 per 
cent per month~~. It is a fact in ancient history, that people have 
paid 300 or 400 per cent for the use of money. And many persons in a 
state of60 half-intoxication®! will be induced to sign a promissory note 
for double the amount they obtain for ir62, and this Bill would be the 
excuse for such immorality. 


MR. ERMATINGER said he was in favor of the Bill, it would remove a 
great deal of evil which existed under the present system; it would 
bring a large amount of capital into the market and persons who were in 
difficulties would be able to obtain money at a moderate rate, who were 
now absolutely ruined by the exactions of persons who practised usury 
in defiance of the law.°4 Many persons might be opposed to the repeal 
of the usury laws from religious scruples; but, by the law of Moses, 
simple interest was called usury. He (Mr. E.) did not see why the laws 
which govern money should be different from those which govern any 
other commodity, unless it is because money slips through our fingers 
easier than any thing else. In this country money cannot always be 
obtained for commercial purposes at 6 per cent; for capitalists can in- 
vest their money in property and obtain 6 or 8 per cent, and thus ob- 
tain more than the legal rate of interest, and have the best security. 
The very persons whom we wish to assist by our usury laws are the very 
individuals who are most injured by them; for many farmers and others 
who would often be quite willing to pay 8 per cent to keep their pro- 
perty from being sacrificed, are, in consequence of these laws, unable 
to obtain the advances required. Persons who are indiscreet will be 
ruined by any bil1.®> 


MR. SMITH of Frontenac - was not prepared to repeal a law which has 
existed in Upper Canada since 1811, because the hon. member who has in- 
troduced this bill had not convinced him of the necessity of its repeal. 
We have been invited to follow the example of England, but the situation 
of the two countries is very different - in England money is abundant 
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and capitalists do not often know how to invest it profitably, but here 
we are obliged to borrow. In England the law restricted the rate of 
interest to 5 per cent until money became plentiful. - The banks in 
Canada have collected all the spare capital of the country, in conse- 
quence of their being able to pay 8 per cent and sometimes a bonus be- 
sides to the stockholders. - He (Mr. S.) was not an old man but he 
remembered it being often said that money could be more easily borrowed 
at six per cent before the establishment of the banks than it can now. 
He (Mr. S.) entirely concurred in the remarks of the hon. member for 
Kamouraska. - It has been said that a higher rate of interest is allowed 
in some of the United States of America than in Canada, - what has been 
the consequence of this? Englishcapitalists have invested large sums 
of money in the public works of that country, and now many of these 
states have repudiated their just debts. He (Mr. S.) did not believe 
that the repeal ((0))f the usury laws would cause capital to flow into 
this province; for the monied men of England, are not prepared to lend 
to us on as favourable terms as to others; as an instance of this he 
would mention, the loan obtained by the corporation of Kingston a few 
years ago. It was thought that the loan would have been obtained for 

4 per cent, as money was then plenty in England, but it being known that 
our rate of interest was 6 per cent, they struck out for that rate and 
the Commercial Bank having been foolish enoug (sic) to guarantee it, 
the loan was obtained at 6 per cent. He (Mr. S.) thought that a farmer 
in distress would offer any rate of interest, and thus be irretrievably 
ruined. 


(167) 
Mr. Smith, of Frontenac, moved tn amendment, seconded by Mr. Lan- 
tier, that the word "now" in the satd motton be struck out, and the 
words "thts day stx months" added thereto. 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD omitted to mention before that this legis- 
lature has virtually repealed the usury laws, as respects the Building 
Societies which have been incorporated; for they are allowed to take 
any amount of interest. He considered that these Societies will do a 
great deal of good, by enabling persons of small means to obtain houses 
of their own. A great deal has been written upon this subject by emin- 
ent writers in England; he would read an extract from a memorial that 
was presented to the Legislature of Massachusetts, as it expressed his 
sentiments in few and appropriate words (Mr. S. here read the extract). 
(He Mr. S.) hoped the members of this House would give this subject, 
that consideration which its importance demands. The Usury laws are 
now evaded every day, and any one in Upper Canada who would sue for the 
penalties would be looked down upon by all his neighbours. 67 


MR. AYLWIN opposed the Bill as introducing a system altogether inap- 
plicable to this Colony. 68 ((He)) was surprised that the hon. Solicitor 
General West had not better evidence in support of his bill than a peti- 
tion to the Legislature of Massachusetts. He (Mr. A) had read some 
able articles in the English Periodicals which he regretted he had not 
then at hand, and which, he would say, were more instructive than the 
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second hand evidence quoted by the Solicitor General. ''Money," said 
the hon. member, had one characteristic merit which belonged to no 
other article of commerce, it was the symbol, the type of the value 

of all other articles - with money any thing else might be had. It 
was not so with other things. With sugar or corn you might not be able 
to procure beef, &c. He (Mr. A) would, therefore, deprecate the prin- 
ciple assigned by some hon. members, and upon which argument appeared 
to be based, that money should be subject to only the same rules & 
restrictions as any other article of trade. If the bill referred only 
to the mercantile community, he might not be so much opposed to it. 
Merchants could generally give more than 6 per cent; their constant 
profits of 20 and 30 per cent enabled them to do so. But the people 
of the country could not afford to pay high rates of interest, and 
would be ruined if by inducements such as that bill would afford, they 
were led into extensive borrowing. He (Mr. Aylwin) thought that the 
hon. Solicitor General would do better to the country if he were to 
amend the Usury Law so as to enable usurers to obtain their principal 
with lawful interest; at present it often happened that the lender and 
borrower were both rogues, the one sought too much and the other would 
pay nothing. Besides by allowing usurers to sue fer (sic) lawful 
amounts they would be brought into light and suitably branded by soci- 
ety. The hon. member after some further ... remarks, ©? declared that 
he would then as in a former instance warmly oppose the bill, and 
hoped it would be indignantly rejected. 


MR. J. A. MACDONALD (Kingston) said, it was evident that this mea- 
sure would not receive the assent of the House/!. In this case like 
all other innovations upon old prejudices, (and it was purely prejudice 
that enacted these laws) it would have to be a long time before the 
principle before the public as well as unshackled trade, would be re- 
ceived with favour. That great English writer, Jeremy Bentham, whose 
work on the subject of the Usury Laws, Sir James Macintosh pronounced 
unanswered and unanswerable, laid it down as a proposition that could 
not be disputed, that every adult of a sane mind has a right to borrow 
money on any terms he pleases; and any restriction upon this liberty 
is an infringement of natural right. It is said of this, Oh! this 
sounds very well in theory, but it will never do to practice. He 
could not understand how - when a theory was correct, the practice of 
that theory would not be correct also. At the present time usury 
was practised secretly, and the borrower had to pay not only for the 
value of the money, but also for the risk run by the usurer’* who laid 
himself open to a penalty of three times the amount of the loan. 

Many properties were sold by Sheriff's sale for the sixth of their 
value, which would have been saved to their owners, if they had been 
allowed to pay a higher rate of interest than six per cent, and thus 
obtain money. Many such instances had occurred within his knowledge. 
It was_a common thing ... among young merchants, in this and other 
cities’>, when pressed for money, to send part of their stock to auc- 
tion, and sell it at a ruinous sacrifice, which they_would not have 
been obliged to do, if the usury laws were abolished/®, ((and)) they 
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could get money at a higher rate of interest./’ He referred to several 
instances that are mentioned in Kelly on Insurance of the bad and ruin- 
ous effect of the Usury laws upon the merchants. 


MR. ROBLIN said, that the Solicitor Gendral (sic) West ought to 
rest satisfied with the many changes likely to take place in the coun- 
try without attempting to push this matter through the House at the 
present moment, for even if the change he proposed were feasible, it 
was not the proper time for it./9 ((He)) opposed the Bill as precipi- 
tate in the present state of our commercial changes. 0 When this very 
bill was brought up in a former session of Parliament, it was lost by 
a majority, and he had on that occasion the pleasure of standing side 
by side with the late lamented Mr. Cartwright, a gentleman who under- 
stood the monetary affairs of the Province as well as any one, and who 
opposed this bill then as he (Mr. R.) was certain he would oppose it 
now, if living. The hon. member for Kingston had argued on the question 
very handsomely, that the Usury Laws, as they now exist, interfere with our 
natural rights. But he would ask what are nearly all our laws but an in- 
terference with natural rights for the benefit of the community? (Hear, 
hear.) - Gne (sic) man has £100, and another standing in need of that 
sum, and being a stronger man, could force him to give the money accord- 
ing to the doctrine of natural rights, but fortunately there stood in 
the way a law prohibiting such a display of them for the benefit of the 
community. Such is the case with the Usury Laws; they are intended to 
prevent the extortion and the robbery which would otherwise be practised. 
The hon. member for Kingston instituted a comparison between money and 
all other commodities, and to wish that the same rule should be exer- 
cised with respect to all. But there is a vast difference between 
money, which alone is durable, constantly increasing itself, and all 
other commodities which ... are perishable, and are purchased by the 
merchant in order to consume them himself, or to sell them to others; 
in either case they are perishable. But does the merchant sell his 
money? No, no. He hoards that up, or else puts it out at interest; 
thus increasing his stock constantly. But the principal argument used 
in favour of the passage of this bill is, that by the inducement of a 
higher rate of interest than is now legal, capital would flow into the 
Province from other countries; instead of that what would be the result? 
Every shilling now due in Canada would have to be paid immediately, or 
the demands of exorbitant interest would be mode (sic) on the unfortun- 
ate debtors. (Hear, hear.) It would be impossible to form a conception 
of the confusion and misery that would ensue. - "Pay me what you owe, 
or give me twenty per cent," would be the cry on all sides. - (Hear, 
hear.) He would vote for the amendment from a conviction that the bill 
is unsuited to the wants of the country, and as he felt convinced that 
no injury would arise from its being deferred for another year. Cette 
loi était en force depuis trente cing ans, et il pensait qu'elle devait 
encore rester la méme. 


MR. MOFFATT, although not in favour of the abrogation of the Usury 
Laws, was not disposed for the motion to throw the bill out. He would 
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rather see it sent to a select committee in order to modify the penal- 
ties for a breach of the laws. He would consequently vote for the 
second reading. When comparisons were drawn with the acts of the Legis- 
lature at home, he would remind the House that in the interests affected 
by this bill, there was no resemblance between the two countries. (Hear.) 
There money was plenty, and land scarce, here it is the reverse, 93 here 
money was scarce and land plenty® , and taking the reverse of the course 
adopted in England, if the bill were intended to remove the Oneya ran 

of the usury laws as affecting$> mortgages on landed security 6, in= 
stead of other securities, he would be inclined to vote for it. The 
argument on which most stress was laid, was that by the abrogation of 
these laws, capital would become more plentiful in the Province. Was 

it for that purpose, was it to invite the introduction of capital that 
these laws were repealed by the Imperial Parliament? On the contrary, 
they waited prudently until capital was super-abundant, and what would 
show that there was no danger there of exorbitant interest being de- 
manded, was the fact of its being cheaper in the streets than in the 
house. In illustration, the hon. member said, that when a merchant 

had amassed a sum of money, he put it into the hands of his broker, 

who generally invested it at a lower rate than the banks were discount- 
ing. But in this country from the scarcity of capital, the reverse is 
the case, money being dearer in the streets than in the house. He re- 
peated if the Bill were intended to remove the operation of the usury 
laws so far as regarded real estate, he would be inclined to vote for 
it, and if that succeeded, then he would have na objection to give it 

a trial on other securities. But under its present form he was opposed 
to it. Nevertheless, he hoped that the hon. member for Frontenac would 
withdraw his motion - 


MR. SMITH: No, no.88 


MR. MOFFATT ((continued:)) and allow the bill to pass through its 
second reading in order to refer it to a select committee, as he felt 
convinced there was not a member in the House who did not think that 
the existing law respecting penalties was capable of modification. 89 


MR. DEWITT - said that with regard to what had fallen from the hon. 
member for Kingston, that money as a marketable commodity, should be 
but at the same rate of interest as was chargeable on other goods, it 
struck him that there was a very essential difference. He woutd like 
to know, could a man who owed a debt, take his barrel of flour or his 
barrel of pork and offer it in payment? No, it struck him that that 
was not a legal tender. The debtor would be obliged to part with three 
or four barrels of flour in order to make up the amount required. But 
if a bill were passed making a barrel of flour or a load of wood a leg- 
al tender, he would then concur in that hon. member's remarks. (GEES) 
dit qu'ilétait quelquefois intéressé a4 préter de l'argent mais qu'il 
ne désirait pas retirer plus de 6 par cent?! The bill as it appeared 
to him, was one which would have the effect of grinding down all debt- 
ors throughout the Province, (hear, hear.) The hon. member for Kings- 
ton said, that money had been ... ((put)) at twenty-four and twenty- 
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five per cent per month in New York in 1835 and 1836; but what were the 
results? Was it not known to every one that the Americans became bank- 
rupts, and the effects of their bankruptcies were felt throughout the 
colonies. And did the hon. member wish to bring about the same results 
here, which must inevitably ensue from legalising robbery, (hear, hear,) 
we have quite enough of that already, and he did not wish to see a law 
passed legalising it. The hon. member for Montreal had intimated that 
he would readily remove the operation of the Usury laws as regarded real 
estate, but if they eat up the farmers what good results would ensue, 
would the colony be in a higher state of prosperity? No, his creed was 
to allow all to live together, the farmer as well as the merchant and 
the tradesman, (hear, hear) and he hoped the motion would be carried. 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER spoke in favor of the Bill.?3 
OR 
MR. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER dit qu'il s'opposait au bil1.94 


MR. BALDWIN congratulated himself upon the conversion of the member 
for Montreal.?° ((He)) hoped that this would not be a solitary instance 
of their sentiments being the same.2© For himself his present opinions 
did not differ from those he uttered on this subject in 1841.97 His 
attention had been called to the observations of the hon. member for 
Kingston, whom he always listened to with great attention, being always 
sure of hearing some arguments bearing on the case, but who on the pre- 
sent occasion, seemed desirous of making no distinction between theory 
and practice. He (Mr. B.) hoped however, that hon. member would admit, 
that although on abstract principles it was the interest of the whole 
human race to follow a course consistent with the laws of their country 
yet in practice, it would not do for Parliaments to depend on that 
alone, but pass such enactments as would punish the infringement of 
those laws, and he would beg of him to consider what universal suffer- 
ing, the measure he advocated would cause, for although true in the 
abstract, he believed it would be somewhat difficult to carry out in 
practice. During the course of the evening a great many illustrations 
had been drawn from England, & in the distinctions to be observed in 
several of these points he concurred. He concurred with the hon. mem. 
for Montreal in the distinction made by him between the abundance of 
money and scarcity of landed property in England and the opposite being 
the case in this country, but he could not agree with him as to the 
propriety of removing the restrictions relative to landed property?8 
first,?? for it was well known what class it was generally possessed 
by, and who would pap ieee be overtaken by ruin, if the hon. gentle- 
man's opinion were adopted.1 0 But on the contrary, if anything was 
done in the matter it should be first done as this Bill providedl0l, 

He (Mr. B.) would ... be ... inclined to throw the doors open to the 
commercial communityl92, so that those should be subject to its opera- 
tion alone who were aware of the value of money. ((They)) would be 
less liable to suffer from the removal of such a restriction than the 
farmers. He was convinced that if the usury laws were repealed ((and) )104 
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if landed property were included, in a few years a great part of it 
would change hands. 05 (Hear, hear.) The hon. gentleman spoke of the 
difficulty experienced in attempting to borrow money at ten, fifteen, 
or twenty, per cent, and the possibility of merchants being saved from 
bankruptcy, if it were legal to procure money at that rate of interest. 
But he was convinced that was a fallacy - (Hear.) - Merely putting off 
the evil day, to return at a later period with redoubled violence .106 


MR. ROBINSON: And with worse consequences .107 


MR. BALDWIN - Aye, and as the hon member said, with worse conse- 
quences. He was quite satisfied that any man borrowing money at such 
an exorbitant rate was only ensuring his own ruin. Could any hon. mem- 
ber suppose for one moment that money was really worth ten or twenty 
per cent? He would admit that by some speculation, well managed, it 
might be made to pay that; but what he referred to was the marketable 
value. He therefore agreed with the hon. member for Prince Edward, 
thatl08 at this time of commercial changes the measure was still more 
objectionable.109 This is not the time to make any change in the 
existing laws. The hon. member for Montreal had said, he would vote 
for the second reading, in order to have the bill referred to a select 
committee; but it appeared to him (Mr. B.) that the object the hon. 
gentleman designed ((it)) to gain, that is to say, the modification of 
the penalties for a breach of the usury laws, could not properly enter 
into the bill before the House, but should form the subject of a dif- 
ferent bill altogether. He (Mr. B.) would therefore feel bound to vote 
for the motion. 


MR. COLVILLE had listened to the speeches made in favour of the 
bill with great pleasure, and he was prepared to vote for the second 
reading as he believed that the operation of the bill would be good,lll 
((He)) agreed with the remarks which had fallen from the member for 
Kingston. He believed that this Bill would reduce the rate of inter- 
est in this country.112 If he believed it would raise the rate of 
interest, he would not vote for itll3. He disagreed altogether from 
the member for Montreal,114 as it was but an experimentll ( (which) ) 
he could not see the propriety of making ... on the farmers -"Fiat ex- 
perimentum in corpore vili" - he would prefer to try it on the mer- 
chants and if it was found to agree with them it would be time to sub- 
ject the unfortunate farmers to jrilé ((and)) allow usury on land. The 
reason that it was not extended to Landed estate in England was that it 
was found that one-half was mortgaged and it was feared that the other 
half might change hands.1 


M. ROBINSON dit qu'il serait heureux de voter pour la mesure s'il 
était convaincu qu'elle réduirait l'intérétU8 This was a question on 
which he had thought a great deal, and which had been discussed by the 
press, but after all his experience he could not see that the allowing 
of usury would lower the interest. The very argument used by the mem- 
ber of Kingston where he stated that they were paying in New York 7 
per ct. and in Georgia 8 per ct. legal interest was against him, for 
the people because they pay such a large rate of interest are perish- 
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ing. He did not conceive it any argument to say that many a man has 
been ruined because he could not get money at 6 per ct. & was not al- 
lowed by law to payil9 LO. per centl20, for he believed that it would 
be running him more into debt by allowing him to pay 7 per cent or 
more.12l 11 pensait que si l'on permettait de peg eae a un taux plus 
élevé, ce taux plus élevé deviendrait en usage. 2 


MR. PRICE said - The principal argument urged by the supporters of 
this measure was that if the Usury Laws were repealed, capital would 
flow into this country in abundance, as the high rate of interest would 
induce the English capitalist to invest his money here, and that money 
would in consequence become plentiful, and, as a necessary result, the 
interest would be reduced rather than increased. He (Mr. P.) would ask 
then how it is that whilst the legal interest of Canada is six per cent, 
and money is plentiful in England at 3 per cent, that we do not get all 
the money that is required for the business of the country? The reason 
is obvious to every reflecting man, and no one knows it better than the 
hon. member for Montreal, that the monied man in England will not lend 
his money in this country from uncertainty of getting his interest reg- 
ularly paid, and the absolute certainty of never getting the principal. 
If we could inspire confidence in the money market in England, then we 
could obtain any amount of capital that we might require. Should, how- 
ever, these laws be repealed, the Canadian capitalist, monied men, 
bankers, and money jobbers, would borrow large amounts of money from 
England and let it out to the farmers and the needy merchants in small 
sums upon mortgages and bills of sale at an enormous increase of inter- 
est, and the result would be that the industrious yet thoughtless and 
imprudent borrower would be inevitably ruined. He (Mr. Price) was tho- 
roughly convinced that no business in this colony could be profitably 
carried on with a borrowed capital at a higher interest that (sic) six 
per cent, and any farmer who had to carry on his agricultural pursuits 
upon a borrowed capital with interest even at that rate might rest as- 
sured that sooner or later he would be brought to absolute ruin, and if 
this were true what reasonable hope could we have, with free trade star- 
ing us in the face, of being able to pay a higher rate with any chance 
of success. Every town and village - in fact, every pot-house and 
tavern, would be a shaving shop to plunder and rob the simple, the 
needy, and the unwary. -— The Hon. Solicitor General Sherwood, in intro- 
ducing this measure, had stated that he was not wedded to it, and had 
no personal interest in it, and that he was ready to be convinced by 
argument that he was wrong, and when convinced willing to withdraw the 
bill, and yet with inimitable consistency had abandoned the House during 
the whole debate. - Had he only attended to the speech of his (Mr. P.'s) 
hon. friend, the learned member for Quebec, which was, in his opinion, 
unanswerable, the hon. and learned Solicitor General would have been 
amply paid for such attention. He (Mr. Price) well knew that many, 
very many, farmers, who had thoughtlessly involved themselves in debt, 
and merchants on the eve of bankruptcy, had repeatedly paid 15 and 20 
per cent for interest to relieve themselves from present embarrassment, 
but one and all of whom had, sooner or later, been involved in absolute 
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ruin. The money jobber had obtained the farm and plundered the mer- 
chant, and the wholesale merchant in Montreal and London had eventually 
to suffer the entire loss. Repeal these laws, and the same reckless, 
thoughtless imprudent men would be the borrowers of the floating capi- 
tal. The money jobbers in a few years would be the owners of the half 
of the lands of Western Canada; the people the slaves of an aristocracy 
of all aristocracies the most hateful - a monied aristocracy. This 
House is bound to prevent such a result, and to discourage that itch- 
ing in the yeomanry of borrowing money which has already become an 
epidemic. He (Mr. Price) knew men in the city of Toronto, who for 
years, had carried on a system of borrowing money at an extravagant 
interest to keep up their sinking credit, because they had not moral 
courage to trust their creditors. - To-day such men would borrow of A 
to pay B, and to-morrow to C to pay A, and to all the year round, until 
at length their whole means had gone into the hands of usurers, and 

the merchant, whose goods had been wasted and plundered, lost every- 
thing; and if this bill be carried, and becomes the law of the land, 
our bankers and monied men will become Jews, shavers, and money job- 
bers - our merchants reckless, immoral borrowers, always at the mercy 
of the monied men - our farmers involved in irretrievable ruin. The 
money that comes here borrowed from England flows back again in an in- 
creased stream, draining and impoverishing a country altogether unfit 
and unprepared for free trade, in money or in any thing else. The Hon. 
Sol. General, whom he (Mr. P.) now saw in his place, had twitted the 
opposers of this measure with being attached to antiquated notions. 

He would inform the hon. member that antiquated as these notions were, 
they were participated in by a vast majority of the friends of the 
human family all over the world. The honorable member himself has 
through life been the very strongest stickler to antiquated notions 

in human government which every enlightened man of the age had repudi- 
ated, and he (Mr. P.) was not unwilling to be called antiquated bccause 
(sic) he desired to protect the fair and honest borrower from the mer- 
cenary, hungry, unprincipled lender.123 


MR. THOMPSON ... made a few remarks in favourl24 ((of)) the second 
readingl2> of the bil1126, 
(167) 


The Questton having been put upon the motton of amendment, a dtivt- 
ston ensued, and the names betng called for, they were taken down as 
followeth:-- 


YEAS. 


a er 


mers, Chauveau, Chrtstte, Desauinias DeWitt, Foster, Gowan, Guillet, 
Sceee eel a ee a, ISS, 3 DRT UO. ee a a SF Lee ae aE aT CES we RO, 
Jessup, Jobin, Johnston, LaFontatne, Lantier, Laterrtére, Laurin, Le- 





Motne, Leslte, Macdonald of CORNWALL, Macdonell of STORMONT, M'Connell, 
Merritt, Meyers, Nelson, Papineau, Powell, Price, Robinson, Roblin, 
Rousseau, Seymour, Smtth of FRONTENAC, Attorney General Smith, Smith 
of WENTWORTH, Stewart of PRESCOTT, Taché, Solteitor General Tasche- 
requ, and Viger.--(43.) 
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NAYS. 


Boulton, Cayley, Colville, Cummings, DeBleury, Dickson, Attorney 
General Dray pane Duggan, Ermatinger, Hall, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Mof- 
fatt, Monro, Murney, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Soltettor General Shamiood, 
Thompson, and Willtams.--(18.) 





So tt was carried tn the afftrmative. 
The Questton being then put on the matn motton, as amended, tt was 
agreed to by the House, and 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time this day stx months. 


Dempsey's Re- The Order of the Day for the House in Commtttee 
Ltef Bill. on the Bill to authorize the Courts of Queen's Bench 


and of Chaneery, tn Upper Canada, in their discretton, 

to admit John W. Dempsey to practice as an Attorney and Solicitor there- 
tn, betng read; 

The House accordingly resolved itself tnto the satd Committee. 

The Honourable Mr. LaFontatne took the Chair of the Commtttee, and 
after some time spent therein, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; 

And the Honourable Mr. LaFontaine reported that the Committee had 
gone through the Bill, without making any amendment thereto, and the 
Report was agatn read at the Clerk's table. 


Ordered, That the said Btll be Engrossed. 


Hastings The Order of the Day for the House tn Committee 
Tobles Bills. on the Bill to remedy certain defects tn the Regtstra- 


tton of Titles tn the County of Hastings, tn Upper 

Canada, being read; 

The House accordingly resolved ttself into the satd Commtttee. 

The Honourable Mr. Cayley took the Chatr of the Commtttee, and after 
some time spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resuned the Chair; 

And the Honourable Mr. Cayley reported that the Committee had made 
some progress, and had directed him to move for leave to stt agatn. 


Ordered, That the satd Committee have leave to stt agatn to-morrow. 


Publte The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Roads Bill. the Bill to prevent the opening of Government allow- 
anees for Roads, wtthout an order from the Muntetpal 
Counetl of the District tn which the satd allowances are sttuated, 
betng read; 
The said Bill was accordingly read, and ordered to be Engrossed. 


School The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Lands Bill. the Btll to amend the Act theretn mentioned, rela- 
ting to the approprtatton of montes derived from the 
sale of Sehool Lands, in Upper Canada, being read; 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and ordered to be Engrossed. 
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Odd Fet- The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
lows Bill. the Bill to enable the several Lodges of the Soctety 

of "Odd Fellows," to hold real and personal Estate 
tn this Province, betng read; 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time on Friday next. 


Huntingdon The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Plank Road the Btll to incorporate "the Huntingdon Plank Road 
BOLL: Company," betng read; 


The satd Btll was accordingly read and committed 
to a Committee of the whole House on Wednesday next. 


Magdalen The Order of the Day for the House in Committee 
Islands Bill. on the Bill relating to the Magdalen Islands, in the 


Gulf St. Lawrence, and to. enable the inhabitants, 
householders thereof, to establtsh a Munictpal Council in the satd 
Islands, betng read; 

The House accordingly resolved itself tnto the satd Committee. 

Mr. Witlltams took the Chair of the Committee, and after some time 
spent therein, 

Mr. Speaker resuméd the Chair, 

And Mr. Willatms reported that the Committee had gone through the 
Bill wtthout making any amendment thereto, and the Report was again 
read at the Clerk's table. . 


Ordered, That the satd Btll be Engrossed. 


Sttes of The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Schools Bill. the Engrossed Bill from the Legislative Counetl, in- 


tttuled, "An Act to provide for vesting tn Trustees 
the Sttes of Schools tn that part of thts Province called Upper Canada," 
being read; 
The said Bill was read accordingly. 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a third time on Thursday next. 


Supervisor of The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Cullers Bill. the Btll to tnerease the salary of the Supervisor of 


Cullers, betng read; 

Mr. Stewart of Bytown moved, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, 
that the satd Bill be now read a second time. 

The Questton having been put upon the satd motton, a dtvtston ensued, 
and tt was carrted in the afftrmattive. 

The satd Btll was accordingly read, and committed to a Committee of 
the whole House, 

Mr. Leslte took the Chatr of the Committee, and after some time 
spent therein, . 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr, 

And Mr. Leslte reported that the Committee had gone through the 
Bill, and had made an amendment thereto, whitch he was directed to re- 
port to the House whenever tt shall be pleased to receive the same. 








Ordered, That the Report be received to-morrow. 
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Lake Huron The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Ratlroad Bill. the Bill to amend an Act passed in the 8th year of 
Her Majesty's Retgn, tntttuled, "An Act to amend an 

Aet passed tn the stxth year of the Reign of His late Majesty King Wil- 
Liam the Fourth, tntituled, 'An Act to incorporate the City of Toronto 
and Lake Huron Railroad Company,'" being read; 

The satd Bill was accordingly read, and committed to a Committee of 
the whole House. 

Mr. Johnston took the Chair of the Committee, and after some time 
spent therein, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr, 


(168) 
And Mr. Johnston reported the Bill back to the House. 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be referred to the Select Committee on Ratl- 


roads. 
Niagara The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Distriet the Bill to remove the Site of the District Town 
Toum Bttll. of Niagara to Port Robinson, tn the Townshtp of 


Thorold, being read;127 


MR. CUMMINGS said in moving the second reading of this bill, he 
would remark, that the inhabitants of the District of Niagara, have 
long suffered great difficulties and laboured under serious inconven- 
ience, in having to travel to the present District Town, situated as it 
is, as (sic) an extreme angle of the District - so long ago as the year 
1816 after the war with the United States of America, the selection of 
a site, to erect a Gaol and Court House upon, was left to the Magis- 
trates of the District. At that time there were but few, and those only 
along the frontier, the back Townships being without any, and it has 
only been within a few years past that these Townships in the interior 
were supplied with Magistrates. The village of Stamford was a place 
selected by some of them but from the influence at that time possessed 
by those residing around Niagara —- it was carried as he understood by 
a majority of one or two, and the present Court House was built in a 
swamp at that time a mile from the Town to the great annoyance of those 
having to attend the Court - after that decision and the erection of 
the Court House the inhabitants were obliged to be content for some 
years. But in 1836 it appeared by the Journals of the Legislature of 
Upper Canada that John Clark Esq., and about 1600 others, petitioned 
for its removal to a more central and convenient place, which petition 
was referred to a Select Committee, who reported in favor of the peti- 
tioners, which report I will read. (Here Mr. C., read the report.) 

The unfortunate disturbances taking place in 1837 prevented the inhabi- 
tants from following up their petition for its removal, until May 1842, 
when they petitioned the District Council, that Council petitioned 

this Hon. House, praying to remove the site of the District Town to 

a more central and convenient place. A Select Committee to which the 
said petition was referred, reported in favour, but that the District 
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Council should name the place. The subject was again taken up by the 
District Council, and by an unanimous vote of that body, excepting the 
Councillor for Niagara, it was carried that Port Robinson should be the 
place and accordingly they again petitioned this Hon House naming Port 
Robinson, from its natural position, to be the place for the future 

site of the District Town. The Council again petitioned in 1844, and 

at the last Session of the Legislature a Select Committee again reported 
favorably for a removal from its present site. At the present Session, 
the petition from the Council has been strengthened and backed by peti- 
tions most numerously signed, from almost all the Townships in the Dis- 
trict. Further Niagara is retrograding, no business done there, no 
attraction to cause the inhabitants to go there, and no one now visits 
that Town, unless dragged there at great sacrifice and inconvenience 

to attend the Law Courts. It is completely an isolated place at an ex- 
treme point, cut off by St. Catherines (sic), Thorold, Allenburgh and 
Port Robinson, all flourishing places of business. At Port Robinson, 
there are several good Inns affording every accommodation for public 
convenience and comfort, it is situated on the Welland Canal on the 
Banks of River Welland, with roads branching to all parts of the Dis- 
trict, besides water communication from Port Dalhousie and St. Cather- 
ines (sic) by the Canal, from the Grand River by Packet Boat down the 
feeder, from Port Colborne by Packet Boat, and from Fort Erie and Chip- 
pewa by Steam Boat and from Castor, Canborough and Gainsborough down 

the River Welland - it has excellent water privileges for Mills and 
Machinery. The road from St. Catherines (sic) and Port Dalhousie, on 
Lake Ontario by land is about 14 miles from Port Colborne, on Lake Erie 
about the same distance, from Fort Erie 20 miles and from Niagara 20 
miles. Building materials of all descriptions can be taken to Port 
Robinson as cheap as any other place in the District. Further he (Mr. 
Cummings) was satisfied the District Council will never vote an appro- 
priation of money to rebuild a Gaol and Court House at its present loca- 
tion - neither would the inhabitants of the District be reconciled until 
a more central and convenient place was selected, thereby making a 

great reduction of the cost attendant on the Administration of Justice.128 


(168) 
Mr. Cummings moved, seconded by Mr. Thompson, that the satd Btll be 
now read a second time. 


MR. DICKSON said, as representative of the town of Niagara it may 
be naturally supposed that I will offer a strenuous and determined op- 
position to the measure now before the House, and it is to me a source 
of great satisfaction that in so doing I can advance strong arguments 
against it without resting my opposition on those which alone might be 
considered untenable; and only advanced in opposition to the measure as 
an act of duty in my representative character, offering resistance to 
a measure injurious to those whose interests I was sent to that House 
to watch over and protect. I intend, sir, to grapple with this question, 
in the first place, by shewing to the House the impropriety of passing 
a bill such as the one now submitted for its consideration, upon the 


O74 


principle that so doing would be sacrificing the general interests of 
the people of the Province to the convenience of a portion of the inhabi- 
tants of the district, whose personal interests and sectional advantages 
influence them to make the application now before the House. I contend, 
Mr. Speaker, that a county town is not, nor ought it to be, placed for 
the mere convenience of those persons residing in the District. I 
would ask, if the convenience of a few jurors and witnesses that may be 
required to come to the county town once a year is to be considered of 
more importance than the great interests of the people of this Province? 
The present county town was originally the Seat of Government, in the 
early settlement of the Province, and was the place where the U. C. 
loyalists rallied round the British standark (sic) at the close of the 
American Revolution; and from that period to the present has been the 
county town, situated at the mouth of the Niagara River, on the margin 
of Lake Ontario. And, Mr. Speaker, it has been the policy of the Leg- 
islature, with few exceptions, to select sites for county towns on the 
margin of lakes or navigable rivers,thereby afford ng facilities of 
travelling to all those who might be required to attend the courts. I 
would ask, Mr. Speaker, if this House passed the present bill for sanc- 
tioning the removal of this county town, where are you to stop, pro- 
vided you admit the absurd abstract proposition contended for, that 

the District Council having asked for it, therefore it mst be granted? 
Pass that bili, and next session you will have a number of petitions 
presented to this House for the removal of others; as in some instances, 
and he might instance the Home District, the more remote townships are 
eighty miles and more from the City of Toronto, and from Amherstburgh 

to Cornwall. When practicable the County towns have been invariably 
placed upon the water. Some hon. members seemed to think no more of 
moving a county town then (sic) transferring a pawn upon a chess-board. 
Having made these general remarks, Mr. Speaker, let us examine the 
foundation upon which the application to this House is predicated. It 
is, as the hon. member for the county of Welland has told you, upon 
petitions presented to the Legislature in 1836 and 1842, and a report 
made in each of those years by the House of Assembly. And, sir, one of 
the great causes of complaint that then existed has been removed, and 

a cause for its removal which did exist, done away with, by transfer- 
ring from townships in the part of the District most remote from the 
county town to other and more contiguous districts - two being attached 
to the Gore and two to the Talbot Districts, by the act passed by this 
hon. House during its last session; consequently a great number of 

those who petitioned in 1836 and in 1842 cease to have any interest in 
the matter, as the inconvenience they experienced is remedied. The hon. 
member for the county of Welland had endeavoured to press upon the House 
the fact that the District Council, were so much disposed to consult 

the interests of those they represent that they wished to have the county 
town in the centre of the district; but did their acts correspond with 
their professions. They select a place for it nine miles from the geo- 
graphical centre, being in lot No. 18, in 8th concession of Pelham, 

and nine miles from the beautiful village of ... Port Robinson. And 
having said this much, Mr. Speaker, on the imprudence of this removal 

as a matter of public policy, I now propose to offer my opposition, to 
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it on the ground of the gross injustice which must result to the in- 
habitants generally, and the public officers in particular, who have 
received their appointments from the Crown, and who have their comfort- 
able residences situated in that town; and who, if this act passes, 

must either resign their situations, or emigrate to that beautiful 
village on the banks of the Welland Canal, called Port Robinson. The 
town of Niagara during the last War was reduced to ashes by the devast- 
ating hand of a ruthless and invading enemy, and notwithstanding the 
protracted period at which a portion of the loss sustained, was recom- 
pensed. That town has risen from its ashes, and notwithstanding, the 
remarks of the hon. member from the county of Welland, is by no means 

in that deplorable state that he is desirous of representing. But sir, 
I feel sorry for the hon. member, for he has a bad cause to advocate, 
and he is driven to the necessity of making these statements. As to 

the reduced value of property in Niagara or its locality - the jail is 
delapidated, placed in a swamp, and I can excuse him, he is bound to 
advocate the wishes of the Council, of which he is a member, and he will 
do his duty. The hon. member for the county of Haldimand has presented 
petititions (sic) from the county he represents, and mark the insidious 
character they say, pray, move it, but not to St. Catherines (sic), 
rather leave it where dt is,\ this is Jiberal. But, sir, -¢ has had 

its grand effect by shewing the selfishness of the proceeding. How (sic) 
Mr. Speaker, it is not necessary or expedient that the inhabitants of 
the Niagara District should be taxed to the extent of six or eight 
thousand pounds, for public buildings, when it can with great propri- 
ety be dispensed with. The Corporation of Niagara intend during the 
present year, erecting a Town Hall, which will contain all the neces- 
sary accommodation for holding the Courts, with Jury rooms, Judges rooms, 
and every thing that is necessary; and the present Court-house and Jail 
can be constructed into a Jail exclusively, and thereby rendered avail- 
able to the public purposes of the district, which it would not be if 
this bill passes. I therefore conceive that the interest of the inhabi- 
tants of the Niagara District will be best consulted by the rejection 

of this measure, and the necessity for the imposition of any tax on 

the inhabitants of the District, rendered unnecessary . 


(168) 
Mr. Diekson moved, tn amendment, seconded by the Honourable Mr. 
Soltettor General Sherwood, that the word "now," tn the satd motion, 
be struck out, and the words "this day six months" added thereto. 


MR. THOMPSON said, the hon. member for the Town of Niagara has, in 
his laboured speech, sought to prove that the interests of the many 
should continue to be sacrificed to that of the few, or in other words, 
the interests of the Niagara District to that of the paltry town of 
Niagara. He (Mr. H.) (sic) trusted that this House will not, for party 
purposes, entertain any such absurdities, nor yet, that the length of 
abuse will be taken as a justification for its continuance. Sir, that 
hon. member has told you that the town of Niagara was once the seat of 
Government for Upper Canada, and continued to prosper as the District 
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town, so long as the inhabitants continued to rally around it. That 

it is located at an extreme corner of the District. That although the 
trade it long since enjoyed from the District has been superseded by 
prosperous surrounding towns; that yet it retains some trade from the 
inhabitants residing on the American shore of the Niagara River, and 
still a few highly respectable inhabitants continue to reside there, to 
whose interests the residue of the District should continue to be sac- 
rificed. That the removal of the site would be a death blow to the said 
town, and therefore it is thus he claims the sympathy of this hon. 
House. Now, sir, although his assertions appear conclusive justifica- 
tions for its removal, yet he (Mr. T) had supposed he would have gone 
further to enlighten your sympathies by adding the fact that those very 
residenters (sic) in said town have actually sought at the hands of the 
Municipal Council of that District, and from the justice of their im- 
portunities, obtained their influence by petitions to this hon. House, 
praying that the assessed value of real estate therein be reduced by 
Act of Parliament, to the fixed value of the most worthless swamp back 
in the vicinity of Lake Huron, for which no Sheriff could realise 2s 

6d pr. ac. Sir, this is the estimation entertained by the very in- 
habitants whose opinion ought to be intitled (sic) to weight. And, sir, 
what is more, that application is entrusted to and ably urged by the 
hon. member himself. Mr. Speaker, can any hon. member with the least 
knowledge of the valuable and prosperous condition of the Niagara Dis- 
trict, well settled as it is throughout with numerous thriving villages, 
affording at the doors of every neighbourhood mills of all kinds, as 
well as a cash market for the entire growth of a District, where real 
estate is sought after at almost any price, presume that the public 
business of the District should be dragged miles past their place of 
business for the sake of keeping up this very out of the way place, 

and that too at so great an indirect sacrifice. It is reasonable to 
presume that in the course of the year 8000 inhabitants have - as Jurors, 
Witnesses, Suitors, Municipal Councillors, Registry of Deeds, Search- 
ers, &c. &c. - to visit the District Town, which, by the removal to 
Port Robinson, would average a saving of 20 miles in and out - 40 miles 
in all, at the usual fees of four shillings, 20 miles would amount to 
£4000, and much would be saved on Sheriffs and other fees. Again, in 
the present necessity of conveyance to and from that out of the way 
place, in fact we may presume that £6000 is thus undeniably lost in 
each year, which I contend cannot be justified. That all those public 
matters should be conducted in the most central part of the District so 
as toaccommodate the greatest number of the inhabitants, at whose ex- 
pense and for whose interest the public buildings are erected and main- 
tained. That therefore it is the bounden duty of Government to support 
the present measure. That it does not follow that if the present measure 
carries other Districts would pursue the same course. None are nor yet 
can be so placed. (Hear, hear, hear.) Now, sir, as to the causes of 
this great blunder - After the war of 1812 to 1815, an act was passed 
authorising the magistrates of the district to locate the public build- 
ings, up to which period, and indeed long since, no magistratrates (sic) 
were appointed, unless recommended by those very highly respectable 
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gentlemen of that town, whose notions of right and wrong was (sic) not 
over liberal. And they took good care to insure harmony on the Bench, 
by recommending none whose interests might clash. The result, therefore, 
was that the location was made fully 14 miles out of the town, in a low 
sunken place, properly termed a swamp, and which, at certain seasons of 
the year, could only be approached on foot; but which, by a misapplica- 
tion of the District funds has been considerably retrieved or improved. 
Still the inmates of that unfortunate gaol suffer from the location. 

At the time of said location it was loudly protested against by those 
who had no power to enforce justice, as their worships were fortified 
by an act of Parliament. The result of this unfair expenditure of the 
public money I have sufficiently shown, and all of which has been hon- 
orably paid. The district is now out of debt and prosperous. Since 
that time the whole is well settled, the population of the county of 
Haldimand, which I have the honor to represent, has doubled within two 
years, villages have grown up within sight of each other. Hydraulic 
power is used there to an astonishing extent; and that county, although 
clipped of some of its glory by the unwarrantable action of last session, 
for corrupt motives, is fast rising in magnitude, and already ranks in 
prosperity and independence, with the foremost county in the Province, 
and surely is entitled to claim at your hands justice. He asked nothing 
more: nothing less would be expected. In fact the whole district, with 
the exception of the towns of Niagara and Queenston, was unparalleled 
in improvement. Look at the rivers Welland and the Grand River; the 
Welland Canal and its feeders providing water communication with Port 
Robinson for almost every part of the district; and again, its grand 
leading roads intersecting that central position. Now, Sir, as to the 
position of Port Robinson: it is on elevated ground, by the deep cut, 
at the conjunction of the Welland Canal with the River Welland, healthy 
and well watered. It is a thriving village, embracing several mer- 
chants' shops, respectable inns, with hydraulic water power, &c. &c. 

Mr. Speaker, the inhabitants of the district have for years petitioned 
for the removal of this site to a central position. The present peti- 
tions are numerously signed from all parts of the District, and so con- 
vinced were the inhabitants of the township of Niagara of the justice 

of its removal, that they would not consent to sign a counter petition, 
& fortified by the unanimous vote of the Municipal Council of that 
District, praying not for money, nor yet aid, but for permission to 
remove the site from the present unhealthy location to one more central; 
the greater number of petitions say Port Robinson, which as already 
shown, would be a saving to the inhabitants in one year of expense 
quite equal to defray the erection of proper substantial public build- 
ings with fire-proof vaults. Still he was not insisting on Port Robin- 
son being named; let the bill be read a second time and referred to a 
special committee, who can, if they think proper, so alter the bill as 
to leave the location to the Municipal Council who, notwithstanding the 
opinion of the hon. member for the town of Niagara, are quite competent 
to deal with this matter. In conclusion, he begged to insist on the 
justice of thd (sic) petitioners prayer, they are mostly interested 
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parties and defray by direct taxation, the local expenses of the Dis- 
trict, they have a right to claim at your hands that sought for, it is 
but equity and justice. He would now leave the matter to be dealt with, 
by the House relying upon an impartial decision, 130 


MR. DICKSON - This measure I find is very strenuously supported by 
the hon. member for Haldimand, the honble. and learned Mayor from Tor- 
onto, and an hon. member from one of. the Ridings of York, Mr. Duggan. 
The observations of these gentlemen prove one of two things, that they 
are guilty of misrepresentation or ignorance, though one, I cannot sup- 
pose, the other is self-evident. The hon. and learned Mayor of Toronto 
seems to treat this matter with a degree of levity, and with which I 
am by no means disposed to permit; and he has made a great attempt at 
wit, which proved a failure; and I am satisfied that no member of this 
House is so much pleased with his speech as the hon. gentleman himself. 
The hon. member for Haldimand, like the hon. member for Welland, very 
naturally supports this measure, but he does so in a very different 
manner; he makes statements having no foundation in fact, and which 
represents a state of things he wishes did exist; but does not that hon. 
gentleman say that Niagara is so reduced that the people are praying to 
be reduced from certain taxes, and that I have introduced a bill for 
that purpose. Why did he not state the fact as it is, that I have in- 
troduced a bill upon a petition from that same body, the District Coun- 
cil, they knowing the impropriety of said tax being permitted to exist 
as lots in Niagara by the operation of the statute 59th George III. 
chap. 7, are rated at the sum of fifty pounds per annum, and he knows 
that this tax is not paid by other towns in the District, where, ac- 
cording to his own showing, land is more valuable, and he well knows 
that independent of the District tax, to which we are liable, that we 
are a corporate town and have to pay the taxes imposed by the Corpora- 
tion, which was last year 13d in the pound. He represents the jail 
being in a swamp, and in fact would lead hon. members to believe, if 
they placed any confidence in what he says, that Niagara was a loath- 
some and desolated village. Now a little in its favour: it is the 
most healthy town in Canada, situated on a point of land with the river 
on one side and the lake on the other, and the hon. member says nothing 
about the works of the Dock Company, on which £25,000 have been expended. 
Where were those beautiful steamers built that are floating on the bosom 
of Lake Ontario? at Niagara, where the hon. member or any one else, if 
they will pay for them, can get them turned out complete, lock, stock 
and barrel, with everything, from the engine to the most insignificant 
article required in their construction, furnished at these works. I 
did expect that in the course of this debate my hon. friend, the member 
for North Lincoln, would have taken part, but I am to attribute his not 
doing so to the circumstance of the petitions presented by the hon. 
member for Haldimand, saying don't take it to St. Catherines (sic). 
This is a staggerer for my hon'ble friend, and literally places him upon 
the fence, he considering no doubt that St. Catherines (sic) would not 
be an inelgible (sic) position. I consider it unnecessary to protract 
this debate, Mr. Speaker, and if hon. gentlemen who were desirous of 
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expressing their opinions have done so, I am now disposed to take the 
sense of the House on my amendment .131 


(168) 
The Question having been put on the motion of amendment, the House 
dtvided thereon. 
Pea aa SO eit ee, Ree 
Nasr een EOE De Te See eee 


So tt was carrted tn the affirmative. 
The Questton being then put on the matn motton, as amended, it was 
agreed to by the House, and 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time thts day stx months. 


Orders Fost- Ordered, That the remaining Orders of the Day be 
poned. postponed unttl to-morrow. 


Then, on motion of the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, 
seconded by the Honourable Mr. Viger, 
The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX, 27 APRIL 1846. 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: ABOLITION OF LODS ET VENTES.))132 


MR. LAURIN made as (sic) enquiry of the Ministry as to the abolition 
of Lods et ventes. 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH said that a bill was past (sic) last Session to 
allow the voluntary commutation; and he thought it premature to take 
any further steps; it was, therefore, not the intention of the govern- 
ment to act in the matter this Session. 


((MOTION PASSED OVER RE: COL. cucy.))13° 


MR. SCOTT's motion to enquire into the conduct of Col. Gugy as 
Adjutant General of Militia ... ((was)) called!36, 


That gentleman was reported absent. 137 


The motion therefore was passed over .138 


FOOTNOTES — 27 APRIL 1846. 


30. 
ARE 


PILOT, 28 April 1846, copied by BATHURST COURIER, 5 May 1846, 
observed: '"The House got through a good deal of business before 
its adjournment." 

PILOT, 28 April 1846, copied by BATHURST COURIER, 5 May 1846, 
noted that the Committee reported “unanimously we understand." 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 
April 1846, and BRITISH COLONIST, 8 May 1846, in identical ac- 
counts; COBOURG STAR, 6 May 1846; and MIRROR, 27 April 1846, and 
PILOT, 30 April 1846, in identical accounts. There is a commentary 
in BRITISH COLONIST, 8 May 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

JOE MUD Ye 

IBID. 

IMs ODE 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 27 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 30 April 1846, in identical accounts; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
29 April 1846; and PILOT, 28 April 1846, copied by BATHURST 
COURIER, 5 May 1846, noted it. 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 

PB ED:: 

PILOT, 30 April 1846. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 27 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 30 April 1846, in identical accounts; and MONTREAL 
GAZETTE, 29 April 1846, and BRITISH COLONIST, 8 May 1846, in iden- 
tical accounts. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

LBD 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 

29 April 1846; and MIRROR, 27 April 1846, and PILOT, 30 April 
1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
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MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 

IBID. 

1615, 10D) e 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

The debate on this motion was reported by: LA MINERVE, 30 April 
1846; MIRROR, 27 April 1846, and PILOT, 30 April 1846, in identi- 
cal accounts; PILOT, 28 April 1846, whose account was copied by 
BATHURST COURIER, 5 May 1846; and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846, 
KINGSTON NEWS, 4 May 1846, and BRITISH COLONIST, 8 May 1846, in 
accounts that were identical except that MONTREAL GAZETTE's and 
KINGSTON NEWS' reports included more speakers. Commentaries may 
be found in: PILOT, 30 April 1846; KINGSTON NEWS, 4 May 1846, 
copying MONTREAL TIMES; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846, whose 


commentary was copied by ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 7 May 1846. PILOT, 


28 April 1846, copied by BATHURST COURIER, 5 May 1846, commented: 
"Mr. Sherwood's bill to amend the Usury Laws caused a long and 
animated debate." 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
JUS ODN, 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
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MIRROR, 27 April 1846, described Aylwin's remarks as "eloquent." 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. KINGSTON NEWS, 4 May 1846, quoting the 
MONTREAL TIMES, pronounced J. A. Macdonald as the “ablest speaker 
on either side" in this debate. 
LBED. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

LA MINERVE, 30 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

EBRD: 

IBID. 

LBD. 

LA MINERVE, 30 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
LA MINERVE, 30 April 1846. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

ISU 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

BLD 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 
MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

LA MINERVE, 30 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

LA MINERVE, 30 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

LA MINERVE, 30 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846, observed: "owing to the noise in the 
House, we could not catch more than a word now and then in the 
reporter's box." 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 27 April 
1846, which misdated the account as 29 April 1846, PILOT, 5 May 
1846, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 21 May 1846, which acknowledged 
its source as GLOBE, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846, misdated as 29 April. 

IBID. 

BILD 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 27 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 30 April 1846, in identical accounts. 

MIRROR, 27 April 1846. 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
29 April 1846; and LA MINERVE, 30 April 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 April 1846. 

IBID. 

INS MED). 


‘TUESDAY, 28 APRIL 1846. 


(168) 
Petitions laid THE followtng Petitions were severally brought 
on the table. up and latd on the table. 


By Mr. Jobin,--The Petition of G. L. Perry and 
others, residing on a certain part of the road between Montreal and the 
Parish of Sault au Recollet; and the Petttton of the Reverend A. Duran- 
seaux and others, of St. Michel, Lachtne. 

By the Honourable Mr. Moffatt,--The Petitton of the Honourable 
Austin Cuvillter and others, Citizens of Montreal. 








School Lands An Engrossed Bill to amend the Act theretn men- 
BLLts ttoned, relating to the appropriation of Montes de- 

rived from the sale of School Lands tn Upper Canada, 
was read for the third time. 


Resolved, That the Btll do pass. 
Ordered, That Mr. Roblin do carry the said Bill to the Legislative 


Painatlbert Cocca Sees amma 
Counetl, and destre thetr coneurrence. 


Magdalen An Engrossed Bill, relating to the Magdalen 
Islands Bill. Islands, tn the Gulf St. Lawrence, and to enable 


the tnhabttants, householders thereof, to establish 
a Muntetpal Counetl tn the said Islands, was read for the third time. 


Resolved, That the Bill do pass, and the Title be, "An Act relating to 
the Magdalen Islands, tn the Gulf St. Lawrence, and to enable the 
tnhabttants, householders therein, to establtsh a Muntetpal Coun- 
eti tn the satd Islands, and to extend like advantages to certain 
lLoealtttes in the County of Saguenay, and to those parts of the 
Counttes of Rimouskt and Kamouraska, known as the Madawaska Terrt- 
tory. 


Ordered, That Mr. Chrtstte do carry the satd Bill to the Legislative 
Couneil, and destre thetr concurrence. 


Publte An Engrossed Bill, to prevent the opentng of 
Roads Bill. Government allowances for Roads, wtthout an order 

from the Muntetpal Counetl of the District in whtch 
the said allowances are sttuated, was read for the third time. 


Resolved, That the Bill do pass, and the Title be, "An Act to prevent 
the opentng of Government allowances for roads, without an order 
from the District Council of the District in whteh the said allow- 
anees are sttuate." 


Ordered, That Mr. Sherwood, of Broekvtlle, do carry the satd Btll to 
the Legtslattve Councetl, and destre thetr coneurrence. 


Pentten- An Engrossed Bill, to consolidate and amend the 
tiary Bil. Laws relating to the Provincial Penitenttary, was 
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read for the third time. 
Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper, do carry the 
satd Btll to the Legtslative Council, and desire thetr concurrence. 


District An Engrossed Bill to amend an act passed during 
Courts Bill. the last Session of thts Parltament, intituled, "An 

Act to amend, consoltdate, and reduce into one Act, 
the several laws now in force, establishing or regulating the practice 
of District Courts in the several District of that part of thts Province 
formerly Upper Canada," was read for the third time. 


Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Draper do carry the 
satd Bill to the Legtslative Council, and destre thetr concurrence. 


Dempsey 's An Engrossed Bill to authorize the Courts of 
Reltef Bill. Queen's Bench, and of Chancery tn Upper Canada, in 


thetr diseretion, to admit John W. Dempsey to prac- 
tice as an Attorney and Solicitor therein, was read for the third time. 


Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That Mr. Gowan do carry the satd Bill to the Legtslative Coun- 
etl, and destre their coneurrence. 


Oxford Mr. Chauveau, Chatrman of the Select Committee, 
Electton. appotnted to try the merits of the Petition of the 


Honourable Franets Hineks of the City of Montreal, 
complaining of the undue Electton and Return of Robert Riddell, Esquire, 
Sitting Member for the County of Oxford, presented to the House the 
followtng Report:-- 

Your Committee, in their Sitting of thts Day, passed the following 
Resolutton:-- 


Resolved, That the Chatrman do ask leave of the House to adjourn unttl 
Thursday next, at nine o'clock, A.M. 


Ordered, That the said Committee have leave to adjourn unttl Thursday 
next at ntne o'clock, A.M. 





Petitions Ordered, That the Petition of J. T. Brondgeest, 
referred :-- Esquire, and others, of Hochelaga, be referred 
to the Select Commtttee, to whitch was referred 
J. T. Brond- ae ; 
SaageT Sela the Petition of E. Guy, Esquire, and others, re- 
ha Ad RAISE stding on the Lower Lachine Road, and other 
references. 
L. E. Man- Ordered, That the Petition of L. Esdras Manseault, 
SGQULt, “Et aL. Esquire, Mayor, and others, the Municipal Coun- 
Pe a ee cillors of the Parish of St. Antotne de la Bate 
ee du Febvre, in the County of Yamaska; and the 


Petition of Edward G. Dugré and others, of the 
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Partsh of St. Michel d'Yamaska, be referred to the Select Committee, to 
whieh was referred the Petttton of P. Besse and others, of Chambly, in 
the County of Chambly. 


West Halton Mr. Willtams, from the Select Committee appointed 
Electton. to try the mertts of the Petttion of James Durand, 
(169) 


Esquire, complatning of the undue Electton and Return of James Webster, 
Esquire, the Sitting Member for the West Riding of the County of Halton; 
reported that the Committee met thts day, pursuant to the adjournment 
of yesterday, but in consequence of the absence of Mr. Chabot, a Member 
of the Committee, they were unable to proceed to business. 


Ordered, That Mr. Chabot, Member for the City of Quebec, do attend in 
hts place tn this House at the next sttting thereof. 








Agricul tural Mr. Scott, from the Select Committee to whitch was 
Soctettes, (Two referred the Petttton of the Reverend J. Paquin and 
Mountains. ) others, of the County of Two Mountains, and another 


reference, presented to the House the Report of the 
satd Committee, whitch was again read at the Clerk's table, and ts as 
followeth:-- 
Your Committee, after mature deltberatton, are unantmously of 
opinton, 


Report. ist. That the Petttion of the Reverend J. Paquin 
and others, praying that each Partsh or Townshtp tn 

the County be authorized to hold separate Agricultural Soctettes, ought 
not to be granted, but tn constderation of the great extent of the satd 
County, they ought to have at least two places for holding such Socte- 
ties, and that St. Andrews and St. Eustache be the places tn the satd 
County, and that two such places be also allowed to the County of Ber- 
thier, and that each such Soctety be held obliged to conform to the — 
same gana yulee and regulations, as tf but one Dtstrict Soctety were allowed. 

2nd. It appears reasonable and just that the prayer of the Pett- 
tton of the Vice Prestdent on behalf of the Montreal District Agrtcul- 
tural Soetety be granted, and that they may be allowed to expend the 
money sttll remaining tn thetr hands, amounting to £74 5s. as tf the 
time had not elapsed for so dotng, in the purchase of antmals of an im- 
proved breed, grains and seeds, and also, of improved agricultural im- 
plements for the use of the satd District. 


Bile Ordered, That Mr. Seott have leave to bring ina 
Bill to allow the formation of more than one 
Agricultural Soctety in a County tn Lower Canada, and for the reltef 
of the Soetety for the County of Montreal. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to read a second 
time on Friday next. 


Registry Laws The Honourable Mr. Soltettor General Sherwood, 
BULLE Urea) from the Select Committee to which was referred the 
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Bill to consoltdate and amend the Registry Laws of Upper Canada, re- 
ported that the Committee had gone through the Bill, and had made sev- 
eral amendments thereto, whitch amendments were agatn read at the Clerk's 
table. 


Ordered, That the satd Bill and Report be commttted to a Committee of 
the whole House to-morrow. 


Private Btlls. Mr. Hale, from the Standing Committee on Private 

Bills, presented to the House the Eleventh Report of 
the satd Committee, whtch was agatn read at the Clerk's table, and ts 
as followeth:-- 


Commeretal Your Committee have examined the Btll to amend an 
Bank Char- Act, intttuled, "An Act to extend the Charter of the 
ter Amend- Commerctal Bank of the Midland District, and to in- 
ment Bill. erease tts capttal Stock," and have made several 


amendments thereto, which they submit to your Honour- 
able House. 


Hamtlton In- They have also constdered the Petition of Str 
corporation. Allan N. Macnab and others, praying for an extenston 


of the limtts of Hamilton, and that the said Town be 
erected tnto a City. 





Ststers of Also, the Petitton of Stster E. Forbes dite M'Mul- 

Chartty of Len and others, Sisters of Charity of the General Hos- 

General Hos- pital of Montreal, (Soeurs Grises) praying to be em- 

pital, (Mon- powered to sell certatn porttons of thetr property, 

treal. ) and they beg to recommend that the prayers of the 
satd Petitions respectively, be granted. 

Message from A Message from the Legislative Counctl by John 

Legislative Fennings Taylor, Esqutre, one of the Masters in 

Counctl. Chancery. 

Bronté Har- MR. SPEAKER, 

bour Btll. The Legtslative Counetl have passed the Bill, tn- 


tituled, "An Act to revive and extend an Act of the 
Parliament of Upper Canada, thtrd Victorta, chapter thirty-three, in- 
tituled, 'An Act to tncorporate certain persons, under the name and 
style of the "President, Directors and Company, of the Bronté Harbour," '" 
wtthout any amendment. 
And then he withdrew. 


MR. DRUMMOND! asked whether it was the intention of Government to 
repeal certain acts, commonly called Court Martial Ordinances2, of Lower 
Canada, or to remove the attainders from persons convicted under them.3 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH said the Government had not that intention‘ pour 
le présent>. 


MR. DRUMMOND would also wish to know whether the Government intended 
to compensate certain individuals who had suffered during the late re- 
bellion for the loss of their tenements and other property?® 


986 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH said that the Government had no such intention 
in contemplation. (Hear, hear.) / 


MR. COLVILLE ... moved for an address to His Excellency, praying for 
a statement of the processes on certain lands seized by the Sheriff. 
The hon. member stated that the parties against whom these processes had 
issued were those mentioned by the hon. member for Portneuf a few mo- 
ments before®. A number of his constituents?, who had been transported 
for the share taken by them in the late troubles,10 on returning to 
their homes after the rebellion had found their houses burned down and 
their lands seized by the Sheriff. under the attainder to which they 
had been subjected by that sentence!2, the Crown had not sold the lands, 
and he hoped never would, nor would permit the Sheriff to do so. But 
the seizure was not taken off, and those people whol3 were anxious to 
sell their lands!4 ((or)) to give them to their children, or otherwise 
dispose of them, could not do so on account of the seizure still con- 
tinuing in force, although he had every reason to believe that it was 
never intended to be carried out, and although in fact, he understood 
that the parties had been told that they would be remitted on_the pay- 
ment of costs.1® His object in moving this address was that!’ the act 
of grace would be performed in a generous”, open-handed!9 and liberal 
manner, and that Government would itself discharge the costs29, so as 
to enable these unfortunate individuals to take possession of what was 
rightfully theirs. 21 


MR. DRUMMOND had great pleasure in seconding the motion of the hon. 
member for Beauharnois, as it would give him an opportunity of explain- 
ing the question he had put the Ministry a few minutes previously. The 
facts which the hon. member had just stated were not peculiar to his 
county; and his object in brgny oe it before the Ministry was to claim 
their attention to the subject 2. So far from blaming the conduct of 
the various parties who had been at the head of the Government since the 
occurrence of the events which gave rise to this motion, he had great 
pleasure in expressing his opinion that they had behaved in a most gen- 
erous and liberal manner. He (Mr. Drummond) had put in oppositions to 
these seizures, and had met with the greatest courtesy from the law of- 
ficers of the Crown, but23 it was a strange thing that when he (Mr. D.) 
had attempted to impugn the illegality of these seizures, 4 he was sorry 
to say, that a Judge - he was ashamed to say such a Se of. any bri- 
tish Judge - but a Judge had declined to hear the cause2 ((and)) re- 
fused to sign the opposition he had in his hand. That Judge had told 
him: "Sir, I would sign your opposition, if it were a solitary one; but 
I fear you have twenty more in your pocket."26 He had replied to that - 
"No, I have not so many in my pocket; they are rather too bulky for 
that, but I must confess I have thirty in my office." What did the 
House suppose was the reply?2’ "There, sir," said the Judge, "there 
it is, by signing these documents we would be placed immediately in 
opposition to the Crown28, ((and)) the Government of the country."29 
A most strange answer, and one which he was sorry to hear from the 
mouth of a British Judge, to whom the protection of the rights of the 
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subject ought to be paramount to every other consideration.29 He 
brought the question forward in no bad spirit, put3l his sympathies 
were enlisted in behalf of these unfortunate people, who had suffered 
greatly, and are still suf fering? ((and)) whom he could not bear to 

see suf fering, 22 ((and)) still kept from their homes34 when others, more 
guilty than they, were rewarded for the same offence.3> (Hear.)36 Nor 
did he bring it forward because he desired to justify the conduct of 
which these men had been guilty.3/ Any one with true and British feel- 
ing must pity them, on arriving in the Province from a long transporta- 
tion, which was, most undoubtedly illegal .38 


A Ministerial member;--"attempt to excuse them now.'"39 


MR. DRUMMOND ((continued:)) No; he would not made (sic) such an 
attempt. O Even if he thought that, when the insurrection took place, 
the time had come when constitutional methods having failed, it was 
necessary to resort to violence - and he did not think that that time 
had come - even then, he would say that the men were worthy of the 
severest punishment who rose against the constituted authorities with- 
out an absolute certainty of success. He did not wish to excuse 
those persons who ... had not a certainty of success. (Loud cheers.) 
Did hon. members think that he approved of the efforts of the Poles, 
ground down by tyranny as they are, to shake off the yoke that oppressed 
them so heavily? Far from it42, Sympathizing, as he did, with ... 
((them)), he still blamed them for their actions, because their actions 
were those of mad-men‘3 , a display of hopeless madness, as in the case 
which he had just mentioned. He was afraid that hon. members misappre- 
hended him. He admitted that those men were highly criminal in the 
attempt they made; he did not wish to say that their wrongs could not 
have been redressed by legal steps, on the contrary, he thought they 
could, but they were not aware when they took up arms, that they had 
done so against the rules of Government, as was proved before the Court 
Martial which condemned them, and therefore those men should not have 
suffered through their ignorance, but those who willingly led them to 
the commission of crime. But having suffered that penalty, 44 these 
poor men had returned from exile, but they had done so only to find 
their houses burnt to the round, 46 and their lands in the hands of 
strangers or the Government4’. He did not believe that such was the 
intention of the Government, he did not believe that the Government had 
any desire to exercise such severity,'° he hoped mercy would not stop 
half way*?, and the reason why he now addressed the House, was that the 
Government might come to some conclusion at once.20 As he understood, 
that the lands were to be eventually restored, he hoped that they would 
be of service to the owners. Before he sat down, he desired to repeat 
that the Hon. Attorney General had behaved in the most generous and 
liberal manner, having offered him every assistance in his efforts 
to remove the restrictions from the people holding these lands and he 
hoped that a better state of things would eventually come round. In 
conclusion he would state his opinion, that he felt certain the motion 
of the hon. member for Beauharnois was not intended to embarrass the 
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Government, nor had he that end in view in putting his questions to the 
Government. 


MR. GOWAN was surprized (sic) to hear the hon. gentleman, who had 
just sat down, attempt to justify these guilty parties.23 Some expres-— 
sions which had fallen from ((him)) were well calculated to awaken old 
feelings. 


MR. DRUMMOND desired to explain. He had never attempted, or de- 
sired 6, to justify these people, but on the contrary had said just the 
reverse. 


MR. GOWAN was delighted to hear the hon. member say so.98 ((He)) 
understood the hon. gentleman had intended to justify these parties, 
but putting that matter out of the question, he would support the ad- 
dress-9, He (Mr. G) had almost stood alone on a former occasion, 0 
((when)) he had supported a similar measure in Upper Canada in 1845. 1 
He trusted there was no necessity for this motion, as it had become an 
established principle with Responsible Government, that property should 
not be confiscated for the political principles of its owners. In Scot- 
land the property of the persons who had been out in forty five had 
been vested in them or their children, and the act of confiscation an- 
nulled. In Upper Canada the same clemency was exercised, and he could 
not see any necessity for observing a different rule with respect to 
Lower Canada®2, He trusted the same measure of mercy would be dealt 
out to Lower Canada®3, He was therefore anxious that no obstacle should 
be thrown in the way of this motion, and hoped the House would give an 
unanimous expression of its concurrence. 


MR. COLVILLE rose to disabuse the minds of hon. members if they sus- 
pected that his motion was made with the view of embarrassing the Govern- 
ment. He hoped no one would think anything of the kind. He had been 
informed that if the individuals whose claims he advocated paid the law 
costs, the seizure would be taken off their lands and his object in mov- 
ing this address was, that the payment of the law costs might be dis- 
pensed with.65 He was desirous to have this matter settled in such a 
manner that it might be known whether Government would or would not re- 
mit these seizures without the fees. If they would not, he would be 
happy to get up a subscription to pay them, and would®6 be happy to 
put his own name down first. 


MR. AYLWIN said that the hon. member for Beauharnois might save 
himself the trouble of subscribing for the payment of these fees 68 it 
being impossible for the Government to recover any law costs©9, He 
(Mr. Aylwin) would tell him that the whole of the proceedings of the 
Special Council/9 ((and its)) Court Martial Ordinances were null and 
void. 


MR. HALE: Hear, hear./3 


MR. AYLWIN ((resumed:)) Yes, hear, hear!74 The hon. member for 
Sherbrooke cried “hear, hear," he was not supriséd (sic) at it, that 
hon. member being himself one of the special Council, (hear, hear,) 
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under whose’ Ordinance’® ((and)) sanction every description of violence; 
ay murders’’ were perpetrated - yes, judicial murders - which had been 
declared to be so by the highest authority ,/8 and if he chose, he could 
mention one name which would carry weight with’? all parties in the 
House80, and arouse the feelings of hon. members.81 Whatever the moral 
guilt of the individuals might be, one thing was certain, that the 
machinery by which the Courts who pronounced these judgments were got 
up, was of a sort by which no Court could be authorized to render judg- 
ment. This Court passed sentences which were declared by every lawyer 
to be illegal, for they had pronounced men to be guilty of high treason, 
and then sentenced them to be transported. Who ever heard of such a 
punishment for such an offence?82 The great contrariety of legal opin- 
ions as to the acts of that Council he should think would be quite suf- 
ficient proof of his assertion, and he would repeat what he had said 
again that the whole of the procedings (sic) under those Court Martial 
Ordinances being null and void, and he would give a very high authority 
on the subject. (Name, rapes He thought the hon. member for Three 
Rivers was the member who of all others ought to interest himself in 
this matter, he (Mr. Aylwin) would have introduced some such measure 
himself, but he thought he was not worthy of the honour of doing so, 
(laughter) .84 The hon. member for Three Rivers could have no diffi- 
culty in expressing the opinions that he had given vent to so often. 

Was that hon. member ashamed of his imprisonment, that on this occasion 
he was silent. If so, he should say.so at once, and it would confirm 
all that had been said and written of him formerly, by those whom he 
now supports, but whom he (Mr. A.) cald not believe condescended to 

be his supporters. (Cheers.) The hon. member for Three Rivers was well 
acquainted with the course of events at that time, and he would ask, why 
did he sit silent and allow the hon. member for Beauharnois to bring in 
the motion now before the House.®° 


MR. COLVILLE, because my constituents were sufferers , 86 


MR. AYLWIN, and was there anything singular in the position of the 
hon. member for Beauharnois, that he should be the chosen champion of 
those sufferers not only in his own county, but in many others.8/ He 
had thought the honor ought to be reserved for someone of French Cana- 
dian origin, and even now, he was at a loss to understand what there 
was that peculiarly brought the matter within the province of the hon. 
member for Beauharnois. He did not know what there was to induce him 
to come forward in favour - not of people who were exiled to Paris - 
no, no, not in favor of people exiled to Paris, but of those who had 
been sent to Van Dieman's Land.88 ((Yes,)) that motion should have been 
introduced by a French Canadian and if by one member more than another, 
it should have been the hon. President of the Council. But he had for- 
got the hon. President, is not now the member for Richelieu, and conse- 
quently his position is somewhat altered, and he would appeal to every 
hon. member in the House, whether they conceived that hon. gentleman 
was entitled to support. © 


Shouts of "Yes yes" from the ministerial Benches. 29 
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MR. AYLWIN ((resumed:)) Hon. gentlemen opposite cried "Yes," but 
the first one to do so was a member of the late Special Council, the hon. 
member it ol Gap ieee the happy respresetative of a town without a con- 
stituency. 


Hear, hear from MR. HALE. 92 


MR. AYLWIN did not at all wonder at the hon. member feeling a little 
hurt, since the whole of the Acts he was so fond of were mutilated with 
the exception of that one which the hon. member for Beauharnois was try- 
ing to get rid of, and the pang must be more severe as it was caused by 
a friend who supported the Government on Beas occasion, and on all oc- 
casions when any small support was required.? He would tell the House 
that when he had had the honour to hold the commission of Her Majesty 
as Solicitor General, he had been directed to carry out these execu- 
tions by the Hon. Attorney General, and he had declared that he could 
not do so on account of his opinion of the illegality of the whole pro- 
ceedings. 24 In conclusion he advised the hon. member for Beauharnois, 
to withdraw his motion, for he could defy the Government to carry out 
those proceedings or to recover any law costs, and he could have hoped 
that the Government which was so liberal in granting indemnities for 
political offences in Upper Canada, would have extended the same liber- 
ality to this pare of the Province, and saved the hon. gentleman so 
much trouble.? | 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH - said it appeared that the hon. member for 
Quebec was under the impression that opposition on the part of the 
Government would be offered to the passage of the address. He would 
assure the hon. gentleman that there would not be the slightest? im- 
pediment ... placed in its way.?/ But he conceived the fact really was 
that he could not let slip the opportunity of launching some of his 
anathemas against the hon. President of the Council. He would mention 
that shortly after being appointed Attorney General, 98 eight months 
ago~”, he had received instructions to set all the prosecutions aside, 
and take the seizures off these lands, on the condition that the claim- 
ants should pay the actual law costs, (hear, hear) and he would take 
this opportunity of saying that hon. members were altogether under 
misapprehension if they conceived that the Government threw any diffi- 
culties in the way. He, in his capacity of Attorney General, acting 
according to his instructions, had done every thing in his power to re- 
lieve the claimants, but it had been hitherto impossible for him to do 
so, in consequence of being unable to get from the prothonotaires the 
actual amount of costs, the records not being before the Court. 100 


MR. AYLWIN - Why not dismiss them then? Why not dismiss the protho- 
notaries? 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH - The hon. gentleman asked why the Prothonotar- 
ies were not dismissed?192 ((He)) was yet to learn that summary dis- 
mission was the proper103 ((and)) legal coursel04 to adopt in such a 
casel05, (Hear, hear.) But the course which he would take, and which 
he understood to be strictly legal, was to compel the Prothonotaries, 


ee! 


by an order of the Court, to produce the records (Hear)!06, if they were 
in their power .107 


MR. DRUMMOND rose to offer an explanation. He was far from attribut- 
ing any intention, on the part of the Crown officers, to obstruct him. 
On the contrary, with the greatest generosity, they had assured him, if 
he wished to raise a contestation, that they would aid him with all the 
means in their power. (Hear. )108 


MR. BALDWIN said if he understood the hon. Atty General East, the 
reason given by that learned member for not having, some 9 or 10 months 
ago, furnished the particulars of the costs referred to, was, that the 
necessary records could not be had from the officers of thel09 Court of 
King's Benchl10, Was it possible that an officer of the Crown, holding 
office during pleasure, could resist the Government 8 or 10 months? How 
long was that to last? If it were necessary to take steps to compel 
these officers to produce the documents, could it not be done in the 
course of 8 or 10 months? A great deal was said about delay in the 
Chancery Courts in Upper Canada; but he thought that if such delay as 
that then in question were common, a comparison between the despatch 
of business in the Civil Courts of Lower Canada, and in the Court of 
Chancery of Upper Canada, would certainly be in favour of the latter. 

He (Mr. B.) should, however, say, that he thought it impossible that the 
Government should have pressed their demand. He (Mr. B.) differed with 
the members who said that was the time for remarks. He thought it was 
desirable to elicit the views of Ministers, and therefore it was that 
an address was preferable to a mere question, 111 One other thing, he 
would remark upon: it was, that he hoped the members of the administra- 
tion would not allow the address to pass unless they were prepared to 
advise an answer to it, for he thought that nothing could be more incon- 
venient than addresses of this kind being presented without receiving 
answers.l12 He hoped that if the Ministers were not in the present in- 
stance prepared to advise a favourable answer to the address, that they 
would then come out boldly and say so. He agreed with his hon. friend 
from Quebec in saying that when the Government brought in a measure of 
clemency in reference to Upper Canada, the people of Lower Canada had 

a right to look for a similar measure; and he also thought that consid- 
ering the character and history of the hon. President of the Council, 
there was a good reason for expecting such consideration for Lower Can- 
ada. But he (Mr. B.) thought that the matter of costs was a most miser- 
able, pitiful question to exist between the Crown and the people. He 
did not know the peculiar regulations regarding costs in Lower Canada, 
but he was aware of the general principle, that the Crown would neither 
give nor take costs. But be that as it might, he would repeat that it 
was most paltry that such a barrier should exist to the removing of the 
last remnant of those unhappy difficulties which all then regretted, 

and which should, if pocgabie) be completely swept from the momory of 
all... (ear, hear.)11 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH wished it to be understood that the Government 
did not resist the address, but, on the contrary, wished it to be adopted. 
With regard to not getting the records, 114 it would be improper at that 
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time to state the reasons which had prevented him from proceeding to 
enforce the delivery of the papers by legal proceedings, 115 but he thought 
that when they were backed by the address of that House they would be in 

a better position to press their demand .116 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said that the obervations (sic) of an hon. mem- 
ber on the other side of the House were calculated to make it appear 
that the Government desired to throw obstacles in the way of those in- 
dividuals regaining possession of their lands, and that a less degree of 
favour was shown to one section of the Province than another. But he 
could assure hon. members that the Administration were most desirous to 
remove all the difficulties of their position. With reference to the 
expressions of surprise which fell from the hon. member for the Fourth 
Riding ,117 perhaps the hon. member ... would not have been so much as- 
tonished at the difficulty which had been experienced in procuring the 
documents in question from the Prothonotaries, had he known that the 
same thing had occurred with the Clerk of the pleas of the Crown in Up- 
per Canada, that officer having allowed the papers to go out of his 
hands, into those of Attorneys of the Court. “ It surprised him (Mr. 
D.) quite as much as it seemed to do that hon. member, when on going to 
an officer for information he found the papers were not in his posses- 
sion. 


The address was then carried unanimously.120 


(169) 
On motion of Mr. Colvtlle, seconded by Mr. Drummond, 


Address, Law Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to Hts 
Costs _on Lands Execelleney the Governor General, praying that 

of persons he wtll be pleased to direct the proper officer 
Transported. to lay before thts House, a Statement of the Law 


costs due on certain Lands belonging to indivt- 
duals who were transported for taking part in the late Rebellion. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency the 
Governor General, by such Members of this House as are of the Hon- 
ourable the Executive Council of this Province. 


Returns to The Honourable Mr. Daly, one of Her Majesty's 
Addresses. Executtve Council, latd before the House by command 


of Hts Excellency the Governor General, 


Mining, &c. Return to an Address from the Legtslative Assem- 

bly to His Excellency the Admtntstrator of the Gov- 
ernment, dated the 14th instant, praying that His Excellency would be 
pleased to cause to be latd before them "A Statement of all Location 
Ttekets for occupation of Lands for Mining and other purposes, in that 
part of thts Province, which heretofore constituted the Province of 
Upper Canada, and the names of the parties to whom the same have been 
queen 2" 


SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 
Montreal, 27th April, 1846. 
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No "Location Tickets for occupation of Lands, for Mining or other 
purposes," a statement of which ts applied for in the Address of the 
Legislative Assembly, have been tssued by the Government. 

Lteenses to explore the North and North-Eastern shores of Lake 
Supertor for Mines and Minerals, a copy of whtech ts transmitted here- 
with, have been granted to the followtng indtvtduals:-- 

John Prince, W. C. Meredith, S. B. Harrtson, Edward Ryan, Chs. 
Backus and Donald Ross, Thos. Ryan, John Stuart, Jas. Bell Forsyth, 
Arthur Rankin, Stephen J. Lyman, Peter M'Gtll and others, A. D. M'Lean, 
George Desbarats, W. B. Jarvis and others, John Ewart, Robt. J. Turner, 
Allan M'Donnell, Jas. Wilson, W. Hamilton Merritt, Chs. Jones, James 
Hamilton, A. & S. Bagg, James Ferrier, Stewart Derbishire. 




















By Command, 
De DALY, 
Secretary. 


Copy. 


By His Excellency the Right Honourable Charles Theophilus, Baron 
Metcalfe, of Fernhill, tn the County of Berks, G.C.B., Governor Gen- 
eral of Brittsh North Amertca, &c. &c. &e. 


To all to whom these presents shall come, 
GREETING , 


(170) 

Whereas the followtng Report of a Committee of the Executive Coun- 
etl of Canada, has been approved tn Council, with reference to a com- 
munteatton from respecting certatn Mines, 
supposed to extst tn the neighbourhood of Lake Supertor, that ts to 
say:--"The Committee have taken into consideration the applteation of 

and are of optnton, that the interests of the 

Provinee may be promoted by the said being author- 
ized by License, to Survey, Explore, and Search for Mines and Minerals 
tn and through the Region and Lands lying on the North and Eastern 
shores of Lake Superior, such Survey and Search being made free of ex- 
pense to the Government, to be faithfully made, and a Report of the re- 
sult transmttted with all conventent speed to the Secretary of the Prov- 
inee, for the tnformation of the Government of the satd Provinee; and 
should the exploration tn questton, by the satd 
prove satisfactory, the Committee would recommend them as entitled to 
a preference in any arrangement to be hereafter agreed upon. The said 
preference being understood to mean, that should the satd 

discover a bed or beds of Ore, which they may constder an object 
to work, they shall be regarded as entitled to a License of authort ty 
over such tract of Land, for such pertod and upon such terms as the 
Government may see fit to establish, when it ts possessed of fuller 
tnformatton. " 

Now, Know ye, that reposing trust and confidence tn the loyalty, 
integrity, and ability of him the said I have, tn 
accordance with the before-menttoned Report of Council, authorized and 
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empowered, and do by these presents authorize and empower him the satd 

to Survey, Explore, and Search throughout the satd 
Regtons and Lands in the neighbourhood of Lake Superior, for the pur- 
pose above-mentioned, under the express conditions and terms, and with 
the understanding conveyed in the before-mentioned Report of Counctl, 
and theretn menttoned and expressed. 


Also, 
Ontarto and Return to an Address from the Legislattve Assem- 
Huron Road bly, to Hts Excelleney the Admintstrator of the Gov- 
Expendt ture. ernment, dated the 27th ulttmo, "requesting Hts Excel- 


Leney to tnform them respecting the expenditure of the 
Thirty Thousand Pounds, granted by the 4th and 5th Victoria, chap. 28, 
for improving the matn Northern Road from Lake Ontarto at Toronto, to 
Lake Huron." 

"First, The amount expended by the Board of Works, under Mr. Haw- 
kins, for Exploring and Surveying the Road from Bradford to Barrie, and 
for similar expenses on. the Road from Bradford to Barrie, via Bond Head 
and the Essa Line." 

"Second, The amount patd for stmitlar expenses to the above on the 
Penetangutshine Road, from Barrte to Penetanguishtine." 

"Third, The amount expended tn tmproving the Coldwater Road, from 
the Village of The Narrows to Coldwater, under the superintendence of 
Mr. Hawkins, distinguishing the amount expended for labour done on the 
road, by contract or otherwtse, from that paid for salartes of Engineers, 
Overseers, Paymasters, and other Asststants." 

"Fourth, The amount expended in extending the Road from Coldwater 
to Sturgeon Bay, on Lake Huron, under Mr. Hawkins, showing the amount 
patd for labour, and that for Superintendents, separately, as in the 
last; and also by what authority thts extenston of the Road was ordered." 

"Fifth, The amount expended tn Building and Repairing the Bridge 
over the Narrows of Lake Simcoe, and making the Road from tt to the 
Village of The Narrows, and also stating by what authority that expen- 
diture took place." 

"Stxth, The amount expended in Exploring, Surveying and Estimating 
for work on the Whitby and Lake Simcoe Road, by Mr. Lyons, during the 
past years, preparatory to expending the sum of Two Thousand Pounds, 
granted during the last Session, for continuing the tmprovements of 
that Road." 


No. 607. 








BOARD OF WORKS, 
Montreal, 25th April, 1846. 
SIR, 

I have the honour herewtth to transmit, for the informatton of Hts 
Excelleney, the Governor Beara: the Statement, called for by an Ad- 
dress of the House of Assembly, "respecting the eapendt ture of the 
£30,000 granted by the 4 & 5 Vie., ch. 28, for tmproving the Matn North- 
ern Road from Lake Ontario, at tT Toronto, ms Lake Huron." 

Ist and 2nd.--"The amount expended by the Board of Works, under 
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Mr. Hawkins, for exploring and surveying the road from Bradford to Bar- 
rte, via “pia Bond Head and the Essa line; also, 2nd, The amount paid for — 
similar expenses to the above on the Penetanguishine road from Barrie 
to Penetangutshine." 

The Statement shews the gross amount of these expenses, but from 
the continued and conflicting representations and memortals which were 
from time to time made in favour of and against the respective lines, 
repeated surveys had to be made, the expenses attendant upon which are 
all embraced in the one account, as rendered. 

3rd.--Statement shewing "the amount expended in improving the Cold- 
water Road, from the Village of The Narrows to Coldwater, under the 
superintendence of Mr. Hawkins, dtstingutshing the amount expended for 
Labour from that patd for salaries of Engineers, Overseers, Paymasters, 
and other Asststants." 

4th.--"The amount expended in extending the Road from Coldwater to 
Sturgeon Bay on Lake Huron." 

Thts sum ts ineluded tn the preceding. There was no separate ac- 
eount kept of the expenditure upon the portions of the Coldwater port- 
age road. 

The object of this part of the appropriation was two-fold. First, 
to connect the navtgatton of Lake Stmcoe at the Narrows, with a sutt- 
able and safe landing place on Lake Huron, by the improvement of the 
Coldwater portage. Sturgeon Bay was necessarily the terminating point, 
and that tt ts destrable to fintsh the road thereto as soon as possible, 
the present urgent applteatitons for the completton of the termination 
of the road at the pter or wharf at Sturgeon Bay satisfactorily prove. 
The second beneftt proposed to be derived from the improvement of this 
road was, that tt could be extended to the head of the Scugog and Wind- 
sor Harbour road, and thereby afford a very dtrect communication from 
Lake Ontario, at Windsor Harbour , to Lake Huron, at Sturgeon Bay. 

5th.--"The amount expended in building and repairing the Bridge 
across the Narrows of Lake Simcoe, and making the road from tt to the 
Village of The Narrows." 

The cost of the Bridge is shown in the accompany tng Statement; the 
cost of that portion of the road ts also tneluded in the general expen- 
dtture upon the Coldwater portage road from the Narrows of Lake Simcoe 
to Lake Huron. 

One of the proposed objects of this expenditure betng, as already 
stated, towards the opening of a direct line of communication from Wind- 


GPa) 

sor Harbour on Lake_Ontarto, to Sturgeon Bay, on Lake Huron the construc- 
tion of this Bridge was naturally involved therein,--that it was so con- 
sidered, the many and urgent memortals from that section of the county 
at the time of tts commencement suffictently shews, and the subsequent 
grant of money to open the road from the Bridge over the Narrows "to 
the head of the Windsor Harbour and Lake Seugog Road" clearly indicates 
the tntentton of the Legtslature. 

The several surveys made by Mr. Hawkins betng preliminary to the 
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expenditure of the whole of this appropriation upon the vartous works em- 
braced in tt, the estimate for whitch (£83,333 7s. Sd + £6,500) was sub- 
mitted to the Legtslature at its last Sesston, the cost thereof ts justly 
chargeable, not alone to the portton of road executed at the pertod of 
Mr. Hawkins' removal, but to the enttre of the estimate. 
I have the honour to be, 
SIR, 
Your very obedtent servant, 
HAMILTON H. KILLALY, 
Chatrman. 


The Honourable D. DALY, 
Provinetal Secretary, 
BC TOG Tae. 


STATEMENT shewitng the portion of the appropriation of 4 & 5 Vie., 
chap. 28, for tmproving the Main North Toronto Road from Lake 
Ontario, at Toronto, to Lake Huron, expended under Mr. Hawktns, 
and the amount expended on Survey of the Whitby and Lake Stmecoe 
Road, from the £2,000 voted last Session of the Legtslature. 


SURVEY BY MR. HAWKINS OF ROADS FROM BRADFORD 








TO BARRIE. 
Examination of the road from Barrie aes ee oe d 
to Penetangutshine, and the Cold- 
water Road; also a section of the 
Narrows of Lake Simcoe, 161 days. 20L" “or 2p 
Pay Liste of men employed on above . ...159..11.. 4 
560 16 7 
Salary of Mr. Hawkins, from 9th Janu- 
ary, 1844, to 28th July, 1845 ... 3809 11 10 
Salary of John R Ryan, ae ae Keeper, . 
and Asststant pats Bo vere 
Travelling expenses of Mr. Hawkins, 
from January, 1844, to July, 1845. . 22° TG 
Land damages patd sundry proprtetors oa 128500 
Postages og0is ae OO odGe nk 
Sundrtes , stationery, advertizing, fe. a, ee ple 
496 4 1 
Labour by contract and day labour ... jo09) 15 4 
Narrows Bridge Pees Cea THAT §. Wee 


Survey by Mr. Lyons on the Whitby 
and Lake Stmeoe Road Le SS py 64 10 2 





Bey 


Certified to be a true abstract from the documents in this Depart- 
ment. 


THOMAS A. BEGLY, 


Secretary. 
BOARD OF WORKS, 
22nd April, 1846. 
Address of The Honourable Mr. Daly, one of Her Majesty's 
Congratula- Executive Council, rose in his place, and acquainted 
tion. Mr. Speaker and the House, that His Excellency, the 


Governor General, wtll recetve thts House wtth thetr 
Address of Congratulatton to-morrow at one o'clock, P.M. 


Adjournment. Ordered, That when this House doth adjourn, tt wtll 
adjourn until to-morrow at half-past twelve 

Oo eLoak, Mu. 

Quebec School Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Aylwin have leave 

Soctety Bill. to bring in a Bill to tncorporate "the British 


and Canadian School Soctety" of Quebec. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a sec- 
ond time on Tuesday next. 


Mill-Dam Ordered, That Mr. Jessup have leave to bring in a 
BELL, (eC) Bill to afford reltef to owners of Mill-Dams in 


Upper Canada. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a sec- 
ond time on Monday next. 


Motra Mill- Ordered, That Mr. Murney have leave to bring in a 
Dam Bill. Bill to requtre Slides of certatn dimenstons to 


be erected upon the several Mill-Dams tn the 
River Motra tn the County of Hastings. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Monday next. 


Limtts_of Ordered, That Mr. Jessup have leave to bring ina 
Counties and Btll to amend the Act for defining the limits 
Districts Bill, of Counttes and Districts tn Upper Canada. 

(Ui Ce) He accordingly presented the satd Btll to 


the House, and the same was recetved and read 
for the first time, and ordered to be read a second time on Monday 
next. 


On motion of Mr. Laurtn, seconded by Mr. Chauveau, 


Advocates Resolved, That this House do now resolve ttself tnto 
and Attor- a Committee of the whole House, to constder the 
neys Fees. expedtency of granting to Advocates and to At- 


torneys duly Comntsstoned, practising before 
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the Commisstoner's Courts, in the Cittes of Quebee and Montreal, and in 
the Town of Three Rivers, the same fees and emoluments as are allowed 
by the Judicature Act, 7 Vict. Chap. 16, tn actions of the third Class, 
brought at the Inferior Terms and Cireutt Courts. 

The House accordingly resolved ttself into the satd Committee. 

Mr. Hale took the Chatr of the Committee, 


A very long discussion ((took place)).121 


The principal ey aioe of the bill were MESSRS. LAURIN, CHAUVEAU, 
CAUCHON and AYLWinl 


MR. AYLWIN especially mentioned the many very intricate cases which 
were tried before the Courts, and which arose from the most important 
mercantile transactions connected with shipping.12 


The Bill was opposed by MESSRS. SHERWOOD, DRAPER and DEBLEURY, and 
MR. DRUMMOND.... ((They)) contended that the passing of the bill would 
occasion dice nares litigation by inducing lawyers to encourage suits in 
these petty Courtsl24, 


MR. DRUMMOND, ((though he opposed the Bill)) thought that Mr. Aylwin 
had made out a very strong case in favour of applying the principle of 
the bill to the city of Quebec .125 


The Bill was rejected. The votes being 34 to 27.126 


fit el 
and after some time spent theretn, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr. 


Return to The Honourable Mr. Daly, one of Her Majesty's 

Address. Executtve Counetl, latd before the House, by command 
of Hts Excelleney the Governor General, 

Cul-du-Sace Return to an Address of the Legislative Assembly 

Correspon- to the Governor General, praying that His Excellency 

dence. will be pleased to communtcate to the House "a copy 


of all correspondences which have taken place between 
the Executive Government and the Quebec Trintty House, and the Quebec 
Corporation, concerning the place called the Cul-de-Sac, in the City 
of Quebec, from the 1st January 1840, up to this date.” 


Extract from the proceedings of the City Council at a Spectal Meeting 
of the satd Counetl, held November 27th, 1840. 





Resolved, On the motton of Alderman Jones, seconded by Councillor Shaw. 
That the communication sent to the Corporation of the Trinity, rela- 
tive to a portion of the Cul-de-Sac, required for the use of the City, 
with the answer thereto, be transmitted to His Excelleney the Governor 
General, with a respectful request that His Excellency will be pleased 
to take the same tnto hts favourable constderation. 
Certified. 





(Stgned) GEO. FUTVOYE, 
City Clerk. 
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November 28th, 1840. 


ley) 
Copy of Correspondence between the Corporation of the City of Quebec 
and the Corporation of the Trinity House, relative to a portion of the 
Cul-de-Sae required by the former Corporation for the use of the City. 


CITY HALL, 
16th September, 1840. 
SIR, 

I have the honour herewith to transmtt to you a Resolutton passed by 
the Counetl of the Corporation of the City of Quebec at thetr sttting, 
on the 15th tnstant, whieh I wtll thank you to lay before the Board of 
the Trinity at your earltest conventence. 

I have, &e., 

(Stgned, ) GEO. FUTVOYE, 
City Clerk. 
E. B. LINDSAY, Esqutre, 
Registrar, Trinity House. 


Extract from the proceedings of the City Council, 15th September 1840. 
Resolved, On the motion of Alderman Jones, seconded by Alderman Massue, 


That this Counctl do make tmmedtate application to the Corporatton 
of the Trinity House for permtsston to take tn so much of the Cul-de- 
Sac as will be necessary to make a Street across the same, leading from 
the corner of James Hunt's property, to the centre passage, oppostte the 
houses occupted by one Prevost, a Blockmaker, as the present communtca- 
tton ts qutte tnadequate to the present and rapidly tncreastng tnter- 
course between the City and the Coves; and furthermore, to enable the 
Counetl to allot the space which there will be between the two streets, 
as a Stand for Carters, &c., whereby this nutsance may be removed from 
the publte streets, and form a source of revenue to the Ctty Funds. 


(ANSWER TO THE ABOVE.) 
TRINITY HOUSE, 
Quebec, 23rd September, 1840. 
STR, 

We are dtrected to transmit to you the enclosed copy of the minutes 
of the Trinity Board, respecting the application made by the Corpora- 
tton of the Ctty for a part of the Cul-de-Sac; and request that you will 
be pleased to lay the same before the City Council. 

We have, &e., 
(Signed, ) LINDSAY & MUIR, 
cl eee 0. 





G. FUTVOYE, Esquire, 
City Clerk. 


(ENCLOSURE. ) 


TRINITY HOUSE, 
Quebec, 22nd September, 1840. 
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PRESENT: 

The Honourable J. Stewart, Master, Honourable G. Pemberton, Warden, 
D. Burnet, Esquire, Warden, J. Lambly, Harbour Master and Warden. 

Read the following comnunicatton from the Ctty Clerk, and the accom- 


panying Resolution of the Corporation of the City; vta:-- 


"CTTY HALL, 
"16th September, 1840. 
MSIF; 

"T have the honour herewith to transmtt to you a Resolution passed 
by the Counetl of the Corporation of the City of Quebec at their sitting, 
on the 15th instant, whteh I wtll thank you to Lay befo1 before the Board of 
the Trintty at your earltest conventence. 

UT have, &C. 
"(Stgned, ) GEO. FUTVOYE, 
"City Clerk. 
"@, B. LINDSAY, Esqutre, 


Registrar, Trinity House." 


"Ratraet from the proceedings of the City Counctl, 
15th September, 1840. 


"Resolved, On the motton of Alderman Jones, seconded by Alderman 
Massue, 


"That this Counetl do make tmmedtate application to the Corporation 
of the Trintty House for permtsston to take tn so much of the Cul-de-Sac 
as will be necessary to make a street across the same, leading from the 
corner of James Hunt's property to the centre passage, oppostte the 
houses oceupted by one Prevost, a Bloekmaker, as the present communica- 
tton ts quite tnadequate to the present and rapidly tnereastng tnter- 
course between the Ctty and the Coves; and furthermore, to enable the 
Counetl to allot the space which there will be between the two streets, 
as a Stand for Carters, &c., whereby thts nutsance may be removed from 
the publte streets, and forma source of revenue to the City Funds." 

And the same being duly considered, tt was Resolved, that under the 
Provinetal Act of ‘the 51 Geo. 3, ¢. 12, sec. 11, this Corporation ts 
vested with the Harbour of the Cul-de- Sac, but that by the 12th sectton 
of the same Act they are prohibited from reducing the same for any pur- 
pose whatsoever. 








Ordered, That the above Resolutton be communicated to the Worshtpful 
the Mayor and the Corporation of the City. 





(Signed, ) LINDSAY & MUIR, 
AP. Wings 
Certified. 
(Stgned) GHO. FUTVOYE, 
City Clerk. 
Quebec, 28th November, 1840. 


Copy. 
CHIEF SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 
Montreal, 4th December, 1840. 
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SIR, 

I am commanded by the Governor General to acknowledge the recetpt 
of the proceedings of the Council of Quebec, whteh you placed tn my 
hands, relative to the acquisttion by the Ctty of a portion of the Cul- 
de-Sac, with a view to tmprove the Town. 

The object of bringing thts subject under His Excelleney's considera- 
ELON Te fO Obtain an alteration of the Aet 51 Geo. [7T.,eé. 12;,80 ascto 
allow the Corporation of the Trintty House to dispose of the property 
tn question. But on referring to the correspondence between the Town 
Counetl and the Trinity House, His Excellency observes that while the 
latter state their legal tnabtitty to comply with the wtshes of tie 
Counetl, they express no opinton on the proprtety of such a compliance, 
nor do they comment on the effect which the proposed alteratton might 
perhaps have on the navtgatton of the River. Before Hts Excellency can 
decide upon the applicatton of the Town Council, it wtll be necessary 
that he should recetve a full Report from the Trintty House on this 
potnt, and he has accordingly caused that Board to be addressed upon 
the matter. 

I have, &e., 
(Stgned, ) Pe. We C. MURDOCH, 
Chief Secretary. 
The Mayor of Quebec, 
&e. &e. &e. 


CHIEF SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 
Montreal, 5th Dec., 1840. 

GENTLEMEN, 2 aa a 

The Governor General has received from the Town Counctl of Quebec, 
coptes of certain proceedings and correspondence had with your Corpora- 
tton, relative to the acqutsttion for the tmprovement of the City, of a 
portton of the Cul-de-Sac. 

The object of the Counctl in bringing thts matter to Hts Excellency's 
nottce, ts to obtain such an alteration of the Act 51 Geo. Srd, cap. 12, 
as would authorize you to altenate the property tn question. As, however, 


(173) 
the correspondence contains no expression of your opinton tn regard to 
the proprtety of making the required grant, nor as to the effect whitch 
the contemplated alterattons might have on the navigation of the River, 
the Counetl have been informed, that before His Excellency can decide 
upon their applteation, it will be necessary that he should recetve from 
you a full report on those potnts. I have therefore to request that 
you will furnish the required information with the least possible delay. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed, ) T. W. C. MURDOCH, 
Chtef Sec. 
The Master and Wardens 
of the Quebec Trintty House, 
Quebec. 
TRINITY HOUSE, 
Quebec, 8th Dec., 1840. 
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aim, 
We have the honour to transmtt to you, herewtth enclosed, a copy of 
the proceedings of the Trinity Board on recetpt of your letter of the 


5th instant, for the tnformation of His. Excellency the Governor General. 


And we beg to inform you, that on applicatton to the Master of thts 
Corporation, now in Montreal, a Plan of the Cul- 
de-Sae may be obtained, shewing the portion of 
that Harbour which is proposed to be granted to 
the City Corporatton. 


Thts Plan ts under- 
stood to have been 
returned to Mr. 
Caron, tn 1840. 








We have, &c. 
(Signed, ) LINDSAY & MUIR, 
igen feel Oe 
T. W. C. Murdoch, Esq. ea ae 
Chief Secretary. 
TRINITY HOUSE, 
Quebec, 8th Dec., 1840. 


Present :-- 


Henry Lemesurier, Esq., Deputy Master. 
The Honourable G. Pemberton, Warden. 
Jno. Lambly, Esq., H. M. and Warden. 
Robt. Young, Esq., S. P. and Warden. 


Read the following letter from the Chief Secretary, vtz:-- 





And the Board having had reference to thetr Address to the Governor 
General, of the 20th Oct. last, wherein they have expressed, as their 
opinion, that the portion of the Cul-de-Sac required by the Corporation 
of the City of Quebec for public purposes, might be granted wtthout any 
detriment arising to the Harbour, and the Board being still of the same 
optnton, and constdering that the contemplated alteration would not 
cause any obstruction to the navigation, tt was 
Resolved, That thts Board do respectfully recommend, as they have 

already done by their satd Address, such an alteration to be made 

to the Act of the 51 Geo. 12, as will authorize this Corporation 

to altenate the property in question. 


Ordered, That a copy of the above Minute be transmitted to the Chief 


Secretary, for the tnformatton of His Excellency the Governor Gen- - 


eral. 
Attest. 
(Stgned, ) LINDSAY & MUIR, 
R. T. H. Quebec. 


Note.--Upon thts correspondence the Ordinance 4th Victorta, cap. 6, 
was prepared and passed by the Spectal Council. 
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(Copy. ) 

To Hts Excelleney Lieutenant General the Right Honourable Charles Murray, 
Earl Catheart, of Catheart, tn the County of Renfrew, K. C. B., Ad- 
mintstrator of the Government of the Provinee of Canada, and Commander 
of Her Majesty's Forces tn Brittsh North America, &e. &c. &c. 


The Petttton of the Mayor and Councillors of the City of Quebec, 


HUMBLY SHEWETH, 

That the tncreasing population and wants of the City of Quebec require 
additional space for the establtshment of Markets and other public butld- 
ings, and, from the limited extent of unoecupted land within the limits 
of the City, the City Counetl find that thts object cannot be fully at- 
tained, unless there be placed at their disposal a lot of land in the 
Lower Town of Quebee, commonly called the Cul-de-Sac, of whtech a plan 
and description are herewith humbly submitted. 

That thts lot of land, now under the control of the Trintty House 
for the purposes of management only, produces but a small revenue, and, 
as your Pettttoners concetve, ought to be rendered useful to the Ctty. 

That, impressed wtth these vtews, the City Counctl have deemed tt 
expedient that an applicatton should be made to Your Excellency, to have 
the lot of land tn question made over to them. 

Wherefore, your Pettttoners humbly pray, that Your Excellency wtll 
be pleased to dtrect such steps to be taken, by Legtslative enactment, 
or otherwise, as tn your wisdom may be deemed necessary, to vest tn your 
Petttioners the lot of land in question, subject to such terms and con- 
dittons as to Your Excellency may seem just and proper. 

And your Petttioners, as tn duty bound, will ever pray. 

(Stgned, ) G. O'RILL STUART, 


Mayor of Quebec. 
Montreal, 9th March, 1846. 


(Copy.) 


Descrtptton of the Cul-de-Sac Harbour. 

The Harbour called the Cul- -de-Sae is sttuated in Saint Peter's Ward, 
and is bounded towards the West by Cul-de-Sac Street, towards the East 
by a line drawn over the deep water of the St. Lawrence, starting from 
the South-east angle of BRC EO Wharf, and xr running Southward to the 
North-east angle of the Queen's Wharf; jotning towards the North the 
aforesatd Napoleon Wharf, and towards the South the said Queen's Wharf. 

(Signed, ) JOS. HAMEL, 
Road Surveyor. 
ROAD SURVEYOR'S OFFICE, 
Quebec, 20th February, 1846. 


(Copy.) 
TRINITY HOUSE, 
Quebec, 17th April, 1846. 
SIR, 
Herewtth enclosed, we have the honour, by directton of the Trintty 
Board, to return the Petition of the City Corporation for a cesston of 
the Cul-de-Sac, and, at the same time, to transmit to you a copy of the 
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proceedings of the Board thereon, for the information of His Excellency 
the Administrator of the Government. 
We have, &c., 
(Stgned, ) LINDSAY & LEMOINE, 
Aa. He ‘Quebec. 
The Hon. D. DALY, 
Provinetal Secretary, 
Montreal, 


(174) 
TRINITY HOUSE, Quebec, 
17th Aprtl, 1846. 


Present:-- 


The Honourable J. Stewart, Master. 

Henry Lemesurter, Esq., Deputy Master. 

Willtam Patton, Esq., Warden. 

Edward Boxer, Esq., H. M. and Warden. 
J. Alleyn, Esq., Warden. 








The Board resumed the consideration of the Petttton from the Mayor 
and Ctty Counetl to the Admintstrater of the Government, and referred to 
thts Board by order of His Excellency, for thetr report thereon, praying 
for a cesston to the City Corporation of the Harbour of the Cul-de-Sac. 

And the Board, seetng that the Cul-de-Sac ts the only open space in 
the Lower Town, for the resort of small craft and for square-rigged ves- 
sels, tn stress of weather, tt may be constdered in the light of a Har- 
bour of Refuge; and ts capable of improvement for these purposes, and 
for the erection of a Wharf, Stores, and Offices, for the use of the 
Trintty House. Under these ctreumstances, therefore, the Board are de- 
etdedly of optnton, that a cesston of thts Property ought not to be made 
to the City Corporation for the establishment of Markets or other Public 
Butldings. 





Ordered, That a copy of the above Minute be transmitted to the Provincial 
Secretary, for the tnformation of Hts Excellency, the Administrator 
of the Government. 


Attest. 
(Stgned, ) LINDSAY & LEMOINE, 
R. T. H. Quebec. 
Also, 
Cascades Return to an Address of the Legtslattve Assembly, 
Plank Road. to Hts Excellency the Governor General, praytng that 


Hts Excellency wtll be pleased to cause to be latd 
before the House, "a Statement, shewitng the different Tenders offered and 
made for the Lease of the Tolls on the Cascades Plank Road, during the 
eurrent year; the dates of all such Tenders; by whom they were made; at 
what amount or prices, and to whom, and when, the Tolls on the Cascades 
Plank Road were Let for the current year, commenced since the Spring of 
1845." 


1005 


BOARD OF WORKS, 
Montreal, 21st April, 1846. 
SIR, 

I have the honour to transmit, for the information of His Excellency, 
the Administrator of the Government, "A Statement shewtng the different 
Tenders offered and made for the Lease of the Tolls of the Cascades Plank 
Road, during the current year," and giving the other information called 
for by the House of Assembly of the 14th instant. 


Dates of Tender. Name. Portton Tendered Amount. 
1845. for. OM i 
19th April N. A. Dunn Gate No. 3 Phi ~ 0 
9th May P. T. Masson Whole Road 630 O O 
10th Do. J. Simpson, Do. 188 “ORO 
13th Do. Do. Do. 203 10 0 


Upon the examtnatton of the Tenders, the Board were of optnion, that 
the offer of N. A. Dunn should be accepted for Gate No. 3, and that Mr. 
Masson should be applied to, to know whether he would take the remaining 
Gates, and 1f so, what he would consent to gtve. 

He declined taking any Gates unless he got the whole, and as the Board 
were destrous of not betng under the necessity of having and paying men 
to colleet at the Gates, he was offered the enttre at £400. The utmost 
he would agree to give was £330 per annum; and taking into consideration 
that tt was but for one year, the Board decided on accepting his offer, 
making an allowance of £30 for maintaining a winter road. 

The sale of the Tolls on thts road for the next year ts now adverttized. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed, ) HAMILTON H. KILLALY. 
BO LO ALY, 
Provinetal Secretary, &c., &., &. 





On motton of Mr. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Smith of Wentworth, 


Grand River Resolved, That thts House will, on Thursday next, re- 
Floods. solve ttself into a Committee of the whole House 


on the Report of the Select Committee to which 
was referred the Petition of Robert H. Bruce, Esquire, and others, tnhabi- 
tants residing on the Grand River, tn the County of Haldimand. 








Hamilton Ordered, That Mr. Smith of Wentworth have leave to 
Ineorpora- bring tn a Bill to alter and amend the Act tncor- 
WOW BLL. porating the Town of Hamilton, and to erect the 


same tnto a City. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time on Monday next. 


On motton of Mr. Macdonald of Kingston, seconded by Mr. Meyers, 


Queen's Col- Ordered, That the Engrossed Bill from the Legtslative 
lege Estates Counetl, intituled "An Act to transfer to 'Queen's 


Bells College at Kingston,' certain estates, rights, and 
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Liabilities of the Untverstty at Kingston," be read a second time on 
Thursday next. 


On motion of Mr. Macdonald of Kingston, seconded by Mr. Meyers, 


Commercial Resolved, That thts House will, on to-morrow, resolve 
Bank Charter ttself into a Committee of the whole House on the 
Amendment Btll to amend an Act intituled, "An Act to extend 
BiLCUs the Charter of the Commerctal Bank of the Midland 


District, and to tnerease its Capttal Stock," as 
reported by the Standing Commtttee on Private Btlls. 


On motion of Mr. Dickson, seconded by Mr. Williams, 


Middlesex Ordered, That the Seleet Committee appotnted to try 
Election. the merits of the Petition of Willtam Notman, 


Esquire, of Dundas, in the Gore District, complatn- 
ing of the undue Election and Return of Edward Ermatinger, Esqutre, to 
represent the County of Middlesex, in thts present Parliament, have 
leave to adjourn until Tuesday next at noon. 


Great Western The Honourable Mr. DeBleury, from the Committee 
Ratlroad Ex- of the whole House on the recomnitted Bill to tneor- 
tension Bilin porate a Company to extend the Great Western Rail- 


road from Hamilton to Toronto, reported, according 
to order, the amendments made by the Committee to the satd Bill, whitch 
amendments were agatn read at the Clerk's table, and agreed to by the 
House. 


Ordered, That the satd Btll, as amended, be Engrossed. 


Supervisor of Mr. Lesltte, from the Committee of the whole House 
Cullers Bill. on the Bill to tnerease the Salary of the Supervisor 


of Cullers, reported, cecording to order, the amend- 
ment made by the Commtttee to the said Bill, which amendment was again 
read at the Clerk's table, and agreed to by the House. 


Ordered, That the satd Bill, as amended, be Engrossed. 


Distillers The Order of the Day for the second reading of 

Duty Bill. the Bill to repeal certain Acts therein menttoned, 
and to tmpose a Duty on Distillers and on the Spt- 
(175) 


rituous Ltquors made by them, and to provide for the collection of such 
Duttes, betng read; 

The satd Btll was accordingly read, and committed to a Committee of 
the whole House on Friday next. 


Cus toms The Order of the Day for the House tn Committee 
Duttes Bill. to take into consideration the propriety of amending 
the Act 6 Viet., cap. 31, and the Sehedule of Duties 
granted by 8 Vict., cap. 3, betng read; 
The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Commtttee. 
Mr. Meyers took the Chair of the Committee,127 
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MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY - would not detain the House. The object that 
he had in view was not to establish differential duties, but to pay at- 
tention to a despatch of the Secretary of the colonies, Mr. W. E. Glad- 
stone, dated 13th February, 1846128 | ((He)) then read a despatch which 
had been received from the Home Government, relative to the Act of last 
Session, imposing certain duties on leather manufactures. 


(Copy. ) 

NOm eS. 

Downing Street, 
3d February, 1846. 

MY LORD, 
257%), Mpls: Q5AA'Gds The several Despatches enumerated in the 
258. Apl. 25, '45. margin I acknowledge and propose to answer 
268. May 6, '45. together, because they are all referable to the 
271s ae May uo Sisuethtie same common subject of the Act of the Canadian 
281. May 23, '45. Legislature of the 17th of last March, cap. 3, 


for granting Provincial duties of Customs. 

This Act stands for the signification of Her Majesty's pleasure, and 
I am not able until an amendment shall have been introduced into it to 
advise Her Majesty to allow it. 

It involves two principles of great importance, the first directly, 
and the second virtually. 

The first is the distinction between goods sea-borne, and goods other- 
wise imported. On this subject I need simply refer you to what I have 
stated in regard to the proposal to levy inland countervailing duties 
upon goods generally. I am not only, Your Lordship will preceive, pre- 
cluded by a difficulty arising upon this part of the measure from advis- 
ing its allowance, but I also find that for the duty of 5 per cent. which 
has heretofore been payable upon leather and leather manufactures im- 
ported into Canada, rated imports have been substituted, which appear to 
range generally from 10 per cent. up to 25 or 30 per cent. ad valorem. 

In some cases a distinction is taken in favour of sea-borne articles - 
in others the application of the duty is uniform. 

Her Majesty's Government are not prepared to assent to the imposition 
on such British goods as are ordinarily sent to Canada from the United 
Kingdom or from a British Possession, of rates of duty substantially 
higher than those which are levied under the previous Provincial Customs' 
Act, although they take no objection to the substitution, for duties 
ad valorem of such fixed amounts as may be considered on the average 
equivalent to them. Your Lordship will consider this as their fixed 
decision, and will make it known accordingly. An amendment of the Act, 
to bring it into conformity with this decision is indispensable. 

Her Majesty's Government would very reluctantly consent to an in- 
crease of the duties upon Foreign goods when imported by sea into the 
British Colonies, as they stood before the passing of the Act now under 
consideration. 

If it be possible to consider the inland carriage as a matter rather 
for adjustment in the Province than as raising an Imperial question in 
which the particular Colony can only be regarded as a portion of an 
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Empire animated by a central and single principle of action, it is not 
possible, in the judgment of Her Majesty's Government, to extend this 
view to Maritime Commerce, without the risk of great inconvenience. 

Any increase, however, of the kind to which I refer, must not only 
be specifically and avowedly laid upon Foreign goods, and upon Foreign 
goods alone, when the article is one likewise produced in the United 
Kingdom or in the British Provinces, and entering into the Trade between 
them and the Province of Canada, but must likewise be supported by strong 
and special considerations, to be stated for the information of the Gov- 
ernment. 

Whatever influence of persuasion Your Lordship can exercise, you will 
employ for the purpose of recommending an adherence to the commerical 
principles of the Circular of my predecessor, dated 28th June 1843, or 
at the cast (sic) of moderating the disposition to call for augmentations 
of differential duties upon Foreign productions. 

I could have wished to find in this Act the usual exemption from duty 
of supplies required for Her Majesty's Forces. 

Your Lordship will endeavour to procure the adoption of such provi- 
sion, together with the amendment to which I have above adverted, as in- 
dispensable. 

I have the honour, &c., 
(Signed, ) W. E. GLADSTONE 
Lieut. General 
ihe *Har.l.of Cathcart, K. ‘CssBas 
&c. &c. &c.129 


He proposed to reduce the duty on British leather to five per cent.130 
As Her Majesty had refused to sanction the increased duties on leather ,131 
our position is this, as this duty is particularly marked out, it will 
not receive the Royal assent unless reduced; and thus all protection will 
be lost to our manufacturers. One year has passed over since this sta- 
tute was passed, and it can be disallowed within two years. Had it not 
been for the despatch referred to, the Ministry would not have altered 
the rate of duties imposed last year. 


MR. AYLWIN - felt it his duty on this occasion as on every occasion, 
when any change is proposed in our commercial arrangements, to vote 
against the measure, unless the entire scheme of the Administration was 
laid before them. He was opposed to this partial legislation. He (Mr. 
A.) thought that the Inspector General's scheme, as it has been developed, 
will be materially altered before it passes into a law. He would there- 
fore move, that the Committee do now rise, report progress, and ask leave 
Lo ait again.133 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY - The whole scheme of the Administration is 
before you. 134 


MR. HALL!35 - desired to know if the people of Upper Canada and 
their representatives were prepared to adopt the principle contained 
in this resolution as he read it. Leather and leather manufactures, 
when imported via Montreal were to pay a duty of only five per cent, 
but if imported via Kingston or Toronto, a duty of 25 or 30 per cent 
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would have to be paid. He (Mr. H.) must protest against this as an in- 
justice to Upper Canada. But it seems we are obliged to bow to the com- 
mands of the Colonial Minister!36, tI¢£ despatches from home were to 
govern the country, in opposition to the wishes of the House, it was of 
no use calling members together at the large expense of sometimes 
240,000138 , which was annually incurred .13 We might as well be governed 
by despatches from the Colonial office. It is said that this duty of &5 
per cent would apply merely to British manufactures, if this was the case 
he would not object, but as he understood the resolution, all leather 
manufactures imported by the sea would only pay a duty of £5 per cent 140 
He hoped that no member from Upper Canada would agree to resolutions that 
imposed a differential duty of 20 per cent against Upper Canada.141 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER - The regulation of our commerce is in the hands 
of the Imperial Government. He had contended last session - and by the 
despatch referred to, his opinion was maintained - that we had the power 
of imposing not exactly differential duties, but of making the duty dif- 
ferent, when an article is imported by sea or by land navigation. The 
Government last session, did not propose a high duty as was imposed by 
the statute 8 Vict. cap. 3, but in order to afford protection to the 
leather manufactures in Upper Canada, the House was induced to raise the 
duty on leather. This bill received the assent of the representative of 
the crown, and went home, where the royal assent will not be given to it 
unless the proposed reduction is made. The object of the Government then, 
is to continue the protection as much as possible.1t 


MR. HALL - perfectly understood that we must do as we are told and 
not as we wish; how long that is to last he did not know.14 


MR. BALDWIN - The protection has been taken away from the farmer, 
and now it is intended to continue the protection to the leather manu- 
facturers. He was opposed to these differential duties, because they 
gave one section of the Province an advantage over another. He was 
always prepared to do justice to Lower Canada, but he wished to see 
justice also done to Upper Canada. He thought that these resolutions 
ghewed a disregard to the farming interests of the country, who were the 
great consumers, and therefore, he felt bound, as an inhabitant of Upper 
Canada, and especially as a Canadian, to vote against them. Why should 
we impose these differential duties, when the British Government repud- 
iates our assistance? The great objection he had to these duties was, 
that they sacrificed the great farming interest of the country.144 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY - Are we to understand that the hon. member 
(Mr. Baldwin) is prepared to go in the very face of the despatch? No, 
if the hon. member was in the ministry, we would find him advocating 
a proper respect for it. This duty was put on for the purpose of pro- 
tecting the Canadian farmer, by enabling him to find a market at home 
for his hides, tallow ae 145 


MR. HALL cared very little for any despatch. He (Mr. H) was pre- 
pared to pass the bill of last session, year after year, and let the 
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Home Government disallow it if they liked. We ought not to be so tender 
of the interests of British manufactures, when they have been moving 
heaven and earth, to place our wheat in the British market, in the same 
situation as foreign wheat. They care nothing about our interests, and 
we ought not to mind theirs. 146 


MR. J. A. MACDONALD, Kingston, said that a bill was passed last 
session giving proctetion (sic) to the manufactures of this colony, and 
the measure now proposed by the Administration was expressly for the 
purpose of making the bill of last session effectual, and if hon. 
members did not make up their minds to carry it through, then they must 
give up all they had fought for, all they had gained, and resolve to 
put our manufactures in competition with the convict labour of the 
American Penitentiary. With respect to Mr. Gladstone's despatch at 
which hon. gentlemen seemed to take so much umbrage, whether the 
principles enunciated in that despatch were right or wrong, they must 
be governed by Waele 


MR. AYLWIN - we know that.148 


MR. J. A. MACDONALD ((resumed:)) And he hoped hon. gentlemen would 
not now raise the question, whether they must submit to the dictation 
of that despatch. They must do so. They were bound to do so, and as 
a mere matter of interest, leaving aside altogether a higher principle 
they would find they would have to submit to it. The danger to our 
markets was not from British but American manufactures, and whilst 
British manufactures coming through the United States must of course 
pay the high duty, coming by the St. Lawrence they would pay an ad 
valorem duty of five per cent, and if hon. gentlemen wished the contrary 
to enjoy that protection they must vote with the Ministry .149 


MR. THOMPSON - could not see the justice of the argument to allow 
British goods coming round by sea into the Province at a lower rate of 
duty than if they came through the United States. He was not one of 
those to consider the interests of the English manufacturer, the time 
was come when we should look after our own interests, and in that point 
follow the example which had been set in England. He had not seen the 
despatch, the hon. Inspector General had, but it appeared to him (Mr. 
T.) that by assenting to the proposed measure, hon. members would allow 
themselves to be gulled. He would propose that British goods coming 
through the United States with a certificate of British manufacture 
should be allowed to come in at the same rate of duty as if they came by 
sea. If the hon. Inspector General saw any valid objection to it, of 
course his proposition would fall to the ground. 150 


MR. AYLWIN felt himself compelled to differ on the subject, from the 
hon. member who had just taken his seat, and from his hon. friend the 
member for Peterborough, for he was quite prepared to draw a line of dis- 
tinction between British manufactures coming in by Sea, at the five per 
cent duty, and those coming in at thirty five per cent higher up. (Hear, 
hear.) But what surprised him was that while he heard "protection" 
echoed from all sides, there was at the same time a great flourish of 
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trumpets about Free trade, that was what he could not understand. On 

the last occasion that this subject was before the committee, he had re- 
ferred to an article in the Quarterly Review, a periodical which is 
strongly in favour of the present home ministry, and the article he re- 
ferred to, came out strongly against Free Trade, written at a time when 
there was no danger of a crise ministerielle; the hon. member for Three 
Rivers would understand him, but what was his astonishment to find that 
in the last article of the Quarterly Review there was not a word on that 
subject, a circumstance which he could only explain by supposing that the 
writers in the Quarterly Review could not jump Jim Crow quite so easily 
as some hon. gentlemen not a thousand miles off. He had also said ona 
former occasion, that this House will compromise itself seriously by as- 
senting to the measures of the Inspector General, and he repeated it again, 
and was convinced that the Imperial Government will take advantage of 
these measures to strengthen their position at home. But he hoped they 
would be defeated in the House of Lords, and he would rejoice to see them 
repealed by another set more able and more honest, (he might use another 
term) than themselves. He perfectly agreed with the hon. Inspector Gen- 
eral a distinction ought to be made between goods coming by Sea, and 
others coming through the States; but it was very strange when the dif- 
ference of opinion on this point was so great, that the hon. gentlemen 
would not postpone his resolutions, until he could inform the House with 
certainty as to the views of the Home Government, although he cannot in- 
form the House on that point, but gives it another piece of information. 
"Without you pass my resolutions" says the Inspector General, "the bill 
you passed last session will not receive the Royal assent." The bill 
passed last session. It was true it was not the work of the hon. Inspec- 
tor General, nor of the hon. gentlemen who left the Government, without 
giving any explanation why he did so, it was the work of a committee of 
the House, and was it to remain in limbo in the office at home? If that 
was the case, he should like to know what use there was in introducing 

a bill of this kind, when the hon. Insp'r Gen'l was told there were very 
great doubts as to whether it would receive the Royal assent or not. 

Why did not the hon. member who introduced it to the notice of the House, 
say whether he could stand godfather to it at that moment. But now in 
comes the hon. member for Huron, holding the despatch in terrorem, "pass 
my resolutions, or the bill of last session will not receive the Royal 
assent?" After remarking on the manner in which Free Trade is introduced 
into the Imperial Parliament, and comparing it with the cry of "protec- 
tion," with which it ushered in the Colonies; the hon. member said he 
felt bound to move that the committee rise, report progress, and ask 
leave to sit again this day six months .151 


MR. HALL - said there was no doctrine of free trade involved in this 
question at all. It would appear that the hon. member for Quebec would 
support the resolutions because a distinction was to be drawn in favour 
of the St. Lawrence. He supposed that was merely because the hon. mem- 
ber came from the city of Quebec .152 


MR. AYLWIN - That is partly the cause.153 
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MR. HALL - Very well. He hoped the hon. Inspector General would 
understand the reason why he received the hon. gentleman's support. 
What he (Mr. H.) wanted to know was, what reason the Upper Canada mem- 
bers would give, or were they prepared to give any reason to their con- 
stituencies for making them pay a duty of twenty-five or thirty per cent 
for bringing their goods through the United States, when they could get 
them at Montreal or Quebec on paying five per cent. There was not the 
slightest necessity for paying attention to the interests of the British 
manufacturers. Hon. members would do much better to look after their own, 
and if they could get to Upper Canada six weeks earlier than by the St. 
Lawrence route, and at two and a half per cent as they might do, he con- 
tended they had a right to do so, and not allow any British minister to 
dictate them "you may get your supplies by the St. Lawrence at five per 
cent, but you shall pay thirty per cent if they come through the States." 
He should like to know why an Upper Canada merchant could not send to 
London and give directions for his goods to be sent by Boston, thus in- 
creasing a speedier arrival. He contended that if hon. members from 
Upper Canada did not take that into consideration they would do their 
constituents an injustice, and might find some difficulty in accounting 
for it hereafter. They were not bound to vote for this resolution be- 
cause they voted for the others, as it involved no principle of free 
trade whatever, and as to the threat held out by the hon. Inspector Gen- 
eral that the bill of last session would not receive the royal assent, 
he would rather lose it a hundred times and his head along with it, than 
be governed by such a motive.154 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY said, the hon. member for Quebec had made a 
great flourish of trumpets about free trade; but, he would ask, who had 
made any remarks about free trade but the hon. gentleman himself? He 
(Mr. C.) was not prepared, at least at present, to carry out the prin- 
ciples of free trade with respect to all the commercial relations of 
the Province; but he must admit that there are many articles seep which 
the protective duties are too high, and ought to be modified.195 


MR. GOWAN was no friend to what was improperly termed free trade; 
and he regarded the views lately expressed at a certain meeting held in 
Montreal as only to be likened to maniac ravings. (Hear, hear.) He 
would repudiate such doctrines as had been enunciated at that meeting; 
and if it were sent home, that public opinion in Canada was represented 
upon that occasion, it would be a deception. The hon. member for Peter- 
boro' had said, that he would be for the resolutions if the words "other 
than by sea" were struck out. He (Mr. G.) would say, that these were 
the very words which induced him to vote for the bill; and it was by re- 
taining these words that the provisions of the bill of last session could 
be carried out, and the interest of the farmer protected. Without that 
provision the American leather would then come in contact with the Cana- 
dian; whereas, by compelling the Americans to come round by Quebec, the 
additional expense they are put to would be so much in favour of the Upper 
Canada manufacturer. 


MR. HALL could not understand such arguments as were adduced by the 
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member for Leeds, nor could he sit silent while such sophistry was being 
used, which had the appearance of truth. He (Mr. H) wished, and this 
was a chief objection, that goods should be admitted into one part on 
the same terms as into another. It was, he conceived, an injustice to 
the people of Upper Canada, that they should be compelled to pay 25 per 
cent more for their goods than those of Lower Canada. It had been said 
that the expense of freight will cover the difference, but such was not 
the case. The goods that would be brought here by sea from Boston will 
be carried in vessels that have made a passage from England to Boston; 
and Pere than come in ballast here they will take a cargo at a very low 
rate. 


MR. ROBINSON. - The law of last session has not had the effect of 
raising the price of boots and shoes, for they can now be bought as cheap 
in Montreal as in New York. He had seen good men's boots sold in this 
city for ten shillings. This law has given confidence to manufacturers 
and they have in consequence embarked a greater amount of capital in 
the trade, and employed a greater number of men. 


MR. HALL, enquired of the Inspector General if he was prepared to 
state how much the revenue would be increased or reduced by the reduc- 
tion proposed ?159 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY, would answer the hon. gentleman, if he would 
inform him how many American boots were likely to be brought into the 
country.160 


MR. HALL - when he brought a measure before the House he would be 
prepared to shew the effect of it. The resolution imposing a duty on 
leather manufactures imported otherwise than by sea were agreed to with- 
out opposition, except one which imposed a duty of ls. 6d. a pair upon 
men's boots. i 


MR. DEWITT moved that 2s. 6d. be inserted in place of ls. 6d. He 
said, a large number of these boots are manufactured in the United Sttaes 
by the convict labour of the penitentiaries; and he was not prepared to 
make our mechanics compete with this labour. These boots are also manu- 
factured of inferior leather and are a great imposition. We ought not 
to lose sight of the revenue that will be derived from this additional 
shilling. He (Mr. D.) was not in favour of giving preference, to any 
part of Canada over another but he wished to protect our industrious 
mechanics by whose labour the merchants thrive and make themselves rich,162 


MR. MOFFATT said, he did not understand what was now saying when 
he contrasted it with what they were then doing. A member said in one 
breath, have the goods as cheap as you can, and in another, just let us 
impose this 2s. 6d. on men's boots. He would ask, if, by imposing this 
duty, the price of the article would not be raised to the consumer? - 
It was imposing a duty to protect the manufacturer, for which the con- 
sumer will again have to pay in the high price of men's boots. He had 
for a long time been steadily watching the course of events in England, 
and he saw it gradually working its way to free trade. He was not, how- 
ever, as yet prepared to adopt it wholly, although ultimately, he be- 
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lieved, that all protective duties would be done away with.163 


MR. MERRITT would not agree to the motion then before the House, 
because he conceived that when high duties were imposed the revenue was 
defrauded. A few hides were entered at the Customs House, and the rest 
were smuggled. He could not, therefore, agree to ees a higher duty 
on manufactured men's boots than ls. 6d. per pair .16 


MR. DEWITT, in explantion (sic) what the hon. member for Montreal had 
said, would state that it had not as yet happened in this city, that be- 
cause the duty was high the price of the article was raised to the con- 
sumer , 165 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD said, the arguments used by Mr. DeWitt were 
very strong in favor of this branch of ... protection, and if he would 
reduce it to two shillings, he had no doubt the Inspector General would 
accede to it,166 


MR. DEWITT and MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY ((agreed to this proposition)) .16/ 


MR. HALL said, weeks and months were spent about very triffling (sic) 
matters, but when it came to a question of importance, they were hurried 
over in a few minutes. 


A member, "The question is boots."169 


MR. HALL ((resumed:)) He knew very well they were at that moment 
speaking of boots. (Laughter.) It was not often he troubled the House, 
but when he saw Upper Canada members sold, he could not sit silent. He 
saw the Sol. Gen. West in his place, and he would ask him, would he con- 
sent that the merchant who sent him here, and who orders a case of goods 
from London, should be charged twenty five per cent more if it came by 
way of Boston, having it six weeks sooner, than if it came by way of 
Montreal. He for one would never consent to it, and it appeared to him 
that few Upper Canadians standing on Upper Canadian ground would like 
to say they would consent to it. And what was the object? To protect 
the interests of British manufacturers! A set of fellows they had never 
seen, and who had subcribed thousands of pounds to injure them in the 
most vital point. What he contended for was, that the duty should be 
the same every where, if twenty-five per cent above, then it should be 
twenty-five per:cent at Montreal, but if it were to be only five per 
cent at Montreal or Quebec, then the Upper Canadians were quite as well 
entitled to have their goods at the same rate of duty. With reference 
to what had been said respecting smuggling, he would tell the hon. In- 
spector General that he would do well to take a leaf out of the Custom 
House book at the other side of the lines which gave to the informer 
one-half of the amount of seizure, and the consequence was that 
there was no smuggling for thousands of miles on the American fron- 
ere 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY said, by the existing laws, the seizing offi- 
cer gets one half and the Crown the other half.1/1 


MR. HALL. — Yes but if the Crown were left out altogether, there 
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would be ten times as many seizures as at present.1/2 


MR. AYLWIN, ((intimated)) that he would make a motion not to receive 
the report of the Committee and then take the yeas and nays on itl/3, 


The resolution was put from the Chair. - Yeas 34, Nays 27,174 


(175) 
and after some time spent theretn, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 
And Mr. Meyers reported that the Committee had come to several Resol- 
uttons, whitch he was dtrected to submit to the House, whenever tt shall 
be pleased to recetve the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be received to-morrow. 


Montreal The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Court House the Bill to provide for the rebutlding of the Court 
BULL House in the City of Montreal, betng read; 





MR. AT. GEN. SMITH ... ((moved)) second reading of the bill 
((and)) said, it contains no new provisions - it allows the Government 
to advance the necessary funds to rebuild the Court House, that has been 
burnt, either upon the site of the present one, or some other convenient 
situation. If the site is removed the land upon which the old Court 
House stood can be sold, and the remainder of the expenses will be made 
up by a tax upon law proceedings. - This principle has often been sanc- 
tioned by the House of Assembly of Lower Canada, and is the way by which 
most of the Court Houses in this part of the province have been built.1/5 


(175) 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and committed to a Committee 
of the whole House on Tuesday next. 


Hastings The Order of the Day for the House tn Committee 
Tr tiles bree. on the Bill to remedy certain defects in the regts- 


tration of Titles in the County of Hastings, in 
Upper Canada, betng read; 
AERIS ie 


The House accordingly resolved ttself into the satd Committee. 

Mr. Sherwood of Brockville, took the Chatr of the Committee, and 
after some time spent therein, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair, 

And Mr. Sherwood of Brockville reported that the Committee had gone 
through the Btll, and had made several amendments thereto, whitch he was 
dtrected to report to the House, whenever tt shall be pleased to receive 
the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


Brockville The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Assessment the Bill to provide for an assessment of Real and 
Bill. Personal Property in the Town of Brockville, accord- 


tng to the annual value or rental thereof, and for 
other purposes, being read; 
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The satd Bill was accordingly read, and referred to the Standing 
Committee on Private Bills. 


Quebec For- The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
warding Com- the Btll to tneorporate certain persons under the 
pany Bill. name of "The Quebec Forwarding Company," betng read;1/6 


MR. AYLWIN moved the second reading of the bill to incorporate the 
Quebec Forwarding Compmpany (sic) 177 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH — a bill to incorporate this Company was thrown 
out last session; he had looked into this bill and did not think it dif- 
fered materially from the one introduced last session.1/8 


MR. AYLWIN. - This bill differs essentially from the bill of last 
session, for in the former one the liability was limited, but in this it 
is not so. The object of this bill is merely to enable the Company to 
sue and be sued in a corporate name, so that all the partners of the Com- 
pany need not be made partners to a suit. The object of the Company is 
to facilitate the transport of goods through our inland waters. 

The Company did not deserve any exclusive privileges for suits in 
Lower Canada, the legal domicile of the Company was declared to be in 
Quebec, and in Upper Canada the legal domicile, in Kingston. Every 
stiver of the capital has been paid up, and the public have not only the 
guarantee of the individual partners, as their obligation is solidaire- 
ment tkat (sic) is, a joint and several obligation, but they have also 
the security of the boats of the Company, and their creditors can pro- 
ceed in rem against their boats. 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD, objected last session to the bill, and he 
would object now to it, for there is no clause which states that the 
stockholders are responsible for more than their shares. He held that 
all persons who subscribe to a Company are only responsible for the 
amount they subscribe.180 


MR. AYLWIN, directed his attention to a proviso which extended the 
liability of the partners.181 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD read the proviso, and said it referred only 
to the debts already contracted, and not to those that might be incurred 
hereafter. He (Mr. S.) considered that by the very act of incorporation 
you limit the responsibility of the stockholders to the amount of the 
shares held by them. It is well known that upon no persons are greater 
responsibility thrown by the common Law, than upon common carriers, and 
it is proper that it should be so, for they are entrusted with an im- 
mense amount of property, and so much valuable property may be lost by 
negligence or fraud on the part of these individuals. If this bill was 
passed Henderson and Hooker, H. and S. Jones and the other Forwarders 
would also be incorporated, so that their liability might be limited, 
and thus confidence in trade would be destroyed.182 


MR. AYLWIN. - The Solicitor General had given himself a great deal 
of trouble without any necessity. Railroads are common carriers, and 
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their liability is always limited. He (Mr. A.) denied entirely that per- 
sons situated as the stockholders of the Quebec Forwarding Company are 
subject to the liabilities of common carriers. They do not insure the 
goods, they merely transport the goods from one place to another. He 
wished them to be subject to the law Marine: and to the jurisdiction of 
the Admiralty Court.183 


MR. J. A. MACDONALD of Kingston. - This company can get the right of 
suing and being sued without being incerporated (sic), they can form a 
sort of quasi-corporation, and sue in the name of the clerk or manager. 
He was opposed to the limited liability.184 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER. - This bill creates a corporation, and by that 
very act limits the liability of the stockholders. This he could affirm 
to be the law in Uuper (sic) Canada. He did not approve of limiting the 
liability of these companies, as they might have 3 or 4 times the amount 
of their stock of property in their boats, and if this property was lost, 
the owners could have no recourse against the parties; and the boats 
might also be destroyed or they may have been only hired by this Company; 
as there was nothing to prevent this Company from making an engagement 
with all the Forwarders and hiring all their boats.185 


MR. HALL. - There is no analogy between Railroads and Forwarding 
Companies, as in the former, we have never found that any great damage 
has been done by them, while the latter often lose four or five times 
the amount of their boats.1 


MR. BOULTON - supported the bill. He considered that merchants, 
when they forwarded their goods, did not trust to the responsibility 
of the parties who owned the boats.187 


MR. LAFONTAINE - was opposed to a limited liability of stockholders, 
but he was in favour of the second reading of the bi11 188 


MR. MERRITT - considered that it was proper to incorporate compan- 
ies with limited liability, to build canals, railroads, &c., which 
opened up channels of communication; but when these channels are open 
to the public, he would make them free to every one, and give no parties 
exclusive privileges on these roads, and he thought an advantage would 
be given to this company over others if their liability was limited .189 


MR. AYLWIN said, he found that the Bill would be thrown out, but in 
return he would take care to oppose every other Bill for the incorpora- 
tion of companies, whether for railroad or other purposes that might 
come before the House.19 


MR. BALDWIN - could not see any difference between this bill and the 
one of last session, and he must record his vote against it if the hon. 
member for Quebec did not consent to alter it. He had no objection to 
the second reading, if it was understood that it was to be modified in 
Committeel91 to prevent the effects of the incorporation with regard 
to the limitation of liability.192 It is a bad thing to resort to Cor- 
porations where they are not needed; he did not know but what banks were 
injurious to the country. There are too many Corporations, and we have 
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now applications for the incorporation of St. George, St. Patrick, and 
Odd Fellows' Societies, and he did not know how many others.193 The 
House was far too ready to incorporate all sorts of people for all sorts 
of purposes, and hoped that such Societies ... would no((t)) obtain 
Acts.194 


MR. AYLWIN - These are all from Quebec, there would be no objection 
if the applications were from St. Catharines. 


MR. BALDWIN. - There is too much legislation on this subject, and he 
thought it a question well worthy the attention of the Government, whether 
some law ought not to be passed so as to obviate the necessity of these 
numerous applications.196 


MR. HALE thought that the want of Capital in the country made it 
very desirable to grant this limited liability when it was found to en- 
courage useful under takings.19/ The hon. member for Quebec had voted 
against his bill to incorporate the Sherbrooke Cotton Company, and he 
would now retaliate upon him, especially as this was a measure connected 
with his native city, by voting for his (Mr. Aylwin) bill. He recom- 
mended that this bill be referred to the Quebec Committee - Messrs. 
Chabot, Chauveau, Cauchon, Laurin, and Aylwin.198 


(175) 

The satd Btll was accordingly read, and referred to a Select Commit- 
tee, composed of the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, the Honourable Mr. Baldwin, 
Mr. Chauveau, the Honourable Mr. Soltettor General Sherwood, and Mr. 
Macdonald of Kingston, to report thereon with all convenient speed; with 
power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Orders post- Ordered, That the remaintng Orders of the Day be post- 
poned. poned unttl to-morrow, 


Then, on motton of Mr. Macdonald of Cormiall, seconded by Mr. Drum- 
mond, 
The House adjourned, 


APPENDIX, 28 APRIL 1846. 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: DUNDAS AND WATERLOO ROAD.)) 
MR. DICKSON ((asked a question)).199 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER said that Government were not prepared to grant 
any money for a Road between Dundas and Waterloo, 200 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: ABOLITION OF LODS ET VENTES.)) 


M. LAURIN, conformément 4 l'avis qu'il a donné vendredi dernier, a 
demandé aux membres qui siégent sur la banquette ministérielle, si c'est 
l'intention du gouvernement de présenter a cette chambre, pendant la 
présente session, quelque mesure ayant pour but d'abolir les lods et 
ventes ou droit de mutation, droit odieux qui non seulement diminue la 
valeur de la propriété du censitaire, mais qui paralyse l'esprit d'entre- 
prise chez lui, et qui est une taxe illimitée sur son industrie, comme 
il est constaté par le rapport des commissaires nommés pour s'enquérir 
sur les lois et autres circonstances ayant rapport a4 la tenure seigneu- 
riale, telle qu'établie dans le Bas-Canada, présenté 4 cette chambre par 
un message de Son Excellence le gouverneur-général, le 4 octobre 1843, 201 





MR. AT. GEN. SMITH a répondu que ce n'est pas 1'intention du gouverne- 
ment pour cette session. 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: BRIDGE ON RIVIERE DUCHENE.)) 


M. LAURIN a demandé ... aux membres de l'administration, pour quelle 
raison l'argent voté a la derniére session du parlement pour 1l'érection 
d'un pont sur la Riviére du Chéne, dans le comté de Lotbiniére, n'a pas 
été employé pour cet objet. 203 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH a répondu que si le membre pour Lotbiniére veut 
bien attendre le rapport du bureau des travaux publics, il y verra la 
raison, mais qu'il y sera pourvu pour 1'été prochain dans tous les cas, 204 


((ADDRESS RE: MODIFICATION OF SEIGNEURIAL TENURE.) ) 


M. LAURIN ((a soumis)) une adresse ... relativement au changement de 
la tenure seigneuriale, 205 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH (( a répondu que ce n'est pas l'intention du gou- 
vernement pour cette session.)) 


FOOTNOTES - 28 APRIL 1846. 


The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 28 April 1846, 
LA MINERVE, 30 April 1846, and PILOT, 30 April 1846, in identical 
accounts; MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846; and LE CANADIEN, 13 May 
1846. There is a commentary in LA MINERVE, 11 May 1846, which was 
copied by LE CANADIEN, 13 May 1846. All newspapers reporting the 
debate on the Address to His Excellency preceded their accounts by 
reports of Drummond's questions on Court Martial and Rebellion 
Losses. As these questions had direct bearing on the subject of 
the Address and were referred to by members during the debate, 
they have been placed in the context of the debates and not in 
the Appendix. 

MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 

MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 

LE CANADIEN, 13 May 1846. 

MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 

MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 

MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 

MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 

MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 

MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 

MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 

MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 

MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 

MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 

MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 

MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 

MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 

MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 

MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 


MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
IBID. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
TSE Ic 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
TBEDE 


May 


May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 


May 


May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 


May 


LOZ: 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1022 


of. LBEDE 
88. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 
89. MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 


90. IBID 
Gl.) EBaD. 
92, BED: 
93. IBID. 


94. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 
95. MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
96. IBID. 
97. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 
98. MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
99. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 
100. MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
LOM. SEBiDE 
102... iLBID, 
103. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 
104. MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
105. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 
106. MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
107. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 
108. MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
LOS SS LB UIDs 
110. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 
111. MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
112. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 
113. MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
114... “DBIDS 
115. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 
116. MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
IA 7A EBS UID). 
118. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 
119. MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
120. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 


L21. IBID: 
122. LBEDs 
123. <TBED. 
124. IBID. 
125. TBED 
L226. “LBED. 


127. The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 
2 May 1846; and MIRROR, 28 April 1846, PILOT, 2 May 1846, BRITISH 
COLONIST, 8 May 1846, and LA MINERVE, 4 May 1846, in accounts 
which are identical in most respects except that in the BRITISH 
COLONIST and LA MINERVE some speeches have been omitted entirely, 
and LA MINERVE's account is abbreviated. There are commentaries 
in PILOT, 30 April 1846, and BRITISH COLONIST, 8 May 1846. 

128. MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 

129. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 


1023 


130. MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 

131. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 

132. MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 

Welsh, IS sILI), 

13%, IBID. | 

135. IBID. According to PILOT, 30 April 1846, Hall made "very sensible 
remarks on the subject." 

136. MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 

137. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 

138. MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 

139. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 

140. MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 

141. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 

142. MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 


143 — IBLE). 
144. IBID. 
145% IBLD. 
146. IBID. 
Lay (LL. 
148. IBID. 
149% BLD); 
150. IBID. 
1515. “IBID. 
152. LBD. 
Looe. LeU. 
154% BED. 
13547) 2BED. 
136;,, L182D- 
hoe SERED. 
P50 os JLo DD. 
159 “LBL. 
E60.) (ESE. 
161. ViBED. 
L622. LBD 
163..° SLBED. 
164. IBID. 
165... 1BiD: 
l66.° 2BID:. 
167," VEBED:. 
166005 1B IDs 
169s. FLBiIDe 
L7G. sLBEDe 
U/L. BaD 
1725. EBEDS 
Li Sie JEDI. 
Ty4e, SBE 
L755  LBED. 


176. The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 28 April 1846; 
and MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 
177. MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 


LPS: 
E79. 
180. 
181. 
1625 
POD « 
184. 
185. 
186. 
187. 
188. 
189. 
190. 
Ld. 
192.5 
LoS. 
194. 
195. 
196. 
VOT 
LOB: 
9. 
200. 
201. 
202.4 
203. 
204. 
203% 
206. 


BED 

IBID. 

LEEDS 

PBI). 

BD: 

LBID. 

LONGO DI 

IBID. 

GBIDE 

IBID. 

Jot ID)e, 

LD ED 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
IBID. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 
MIRROR, 28 April 1846. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 
IBID. 


LE CANADIEN, 29 April 1846. 


IBID. 
IBID. 
IBID. 
IBID. 
IBID. 


1024 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


1846. 


WEDNESDAY, 29 APRIL 1846. 


12:30 O'CLOCK, P.M. 


(175) 
Address of AT the hour appotnted, Mr. Speaker and the House 
Congratula- attended upon His Excellency the Governor General, 
tton. with thetr Address of Congratulation; 


And being returned, 
Mr. Speaker reported that the House had attended upon His Excellency, 
the Governor General, wtth thetr Address, to whtch Hts Excellency was 
pleased to make the followtng Answer :-- 


Answer. Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 

I beg you to accept my cordtal thanks for your kind 
Congratulattons on the dtstingutshed appotntment which the Queen has been 
gractously pleased to confer on me, and I humbly hope that, tn the dis- 
charge of tts important duttes, I may be enabled to promote the welfare 
of the people of Canada; which will form the object of my most earnest 
and unremitting endeavours. 

On attachment to Her Majesty's Person and Government, I rely wtth 

unbounded confidence under whatever cetreumstances it may be called forth. 


Adjournment. Then, on motton of Mr. Smtth of Frontenac, seconded 
by Mr. Roblin, 
The House adjourned until four o'clock, P.M. this day. 


LAO CLOCK: Pei, 


Pettttons latd THE following Petittons were severally brought up 
on the table. and latd on the table:-- 

By Mr. Foster,--The Petition of John S. Herrick 
and others, of the Township of Farnham, tn the County of Shefford. 

By Mr. Boulton,--The Petition of William B. Jarvis, Esquire, and 
others, of the Crty of Toronto. 

By Mr. Leslte,--The Petttton of Hugh M'Cargar and others, of the 
Townshtp of Mountain, in the County of Dundas. 

By Mr. Williams,--The Petttton of Dennts Riordean, of Port Hope, in 
the District of Newcastle. 

By the Honourable Mr. Aylwin,--The Petition of Alexis Mousseau, 
Esquire, and others; and the Petttion of the Right Reverend the Lord 
Bishop of Montreal, and certain Clergymen and other Inhabitants of the 
City of Quebee (relating to Railroads). 





MR. AYLWIN presented a petition from certain parties at Berthier, 
setting forth the services performed by some of them in 1812, and during 
the late troubles, during which they had held a public meeting and 
passed resolutions, eminently calculated to preserve peace, and a con- 
tinuance of obedience to the constituted authorities. The petitioners 
concluded by praying for redress for the neglect of their just claims, 
which, they conceived, had been exhibited in their exclusion from the 
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list of militia officers, recently gazetted.1 


(178) 

By the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smtth,--The Petttion of the 
Reverend R. Whitwell and others, Members of the United Church of England 
and Ireland, in the Diocese of Quebec. 

By Mr. Gowan,--The Petition of André Leroux Cardinal, Chief Mes- 
senger to the Legtslattve Assembly; and the Petitton of Mrs. Sophia 
Dalton, of the City of Toronto, widow of the late Thomas Dalton. 

By Mr. Bertrand,--The Petition of the Mayor and Councillors of the 
Munictpaltty of Riviére du Loup, tn the County of Rimouskt. 

By Mr. Duggan,--The Petition of the Reverend S. J. Hill and othevs, 
members of the United Church of England and Ireland, in the Township of 
Chinguacousy, tn the Diocese of Toronto. 





Great Western An Engrossed Bill to tncorporate a Company to 
Ratlroad Ea- extend the Great Western Railroad from Hamtlton to 
tenston Bill. Toronto, was read for the third ttme. 


Resolved, That the Btll do pass. 


Ordered, That Mr. Smith of Wentworth, do carry the satd Bill to the 
Legtslative Counetl, and destre thetr concurrence. 


Supervisor oO An Engrossed Btll to tnerease the Salary of the 
Cultere  BtLl. Supervisor of Cullers, was read for the third time. 
(176) 


Mr. Stewart of Bytown moved, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Robinson, 
that the Bill do pass, and the title be "An Act to inerease the Salary 
of the Supervisor of Cullers." 


The Questton having been put upon the satd motion, a diviston ensued, 
and tt was carrted in the affirmative, and 


Resolved, Accordingly. 


Ordered, That Mr. Stewart of Bytown, do carry the satd Bill to the 
Legtslative Counetl, and destre their concurrence. 


Petittons Read. Pursuant to the Order of the Day the following 
Petitions were read:-- 

Of John Wilson, of London, in the District of London; complaining 
against the Judge of the District Court of the satd District, and pray- 
tng reltef. 

Of Joseph Culver and others, of the Township of Woodhouse, in the 
District of Talbot; praying that the Clergy Reserve Lands may not be 
placed under the control of any one or more Reltgtous Soctettes. 

Of the Reverend Robert Boyd and others, tnhabttants of the Town of 
Prescott and victnity; praying that there may be no partition of the 
Endowment of the Universtty of King's College. 

Of Joseph Leeming and others, of Oxford and other Townships, in the 
Distrtet of Johnstown; praying that the Impertal Act for the dtsposal 
of the Clergy Reserve Lands may not be tnterfered wtth. 

Of Willtam Dtxon, a Messenger to the Legislative Assembly; praying 
for a rettred allowance. 





LO27 


Of the Reverend G. M. Arms trong and others, members of the United 
Church of England and Ireland, in the Township of Louth, in the District 
of Niagara; and of John T n Taylor and others, members of tl phe United Chureh 
of England and Ireland, tn the Townships of Adelaide and_Metcalfe, in 
the Dtocese of Toronto; praying that measures may be adopted for vesting 
tn the Church Soctety of the Diocese of Toronto, for the benefit of the 
satd Church, such a portton of the Clery Reserve Lands as shall corres- 
pond with thetr share of the tncome artsing from the same. 

Of John Watson and others, Distillers, of the City of Toronto; pray- 
tng that the tntended duty be not levied on Distilled Sptrits in the 
Province, or that thetr interests may be protected by certain provtstons. 

Of the Reverend Willtam M'Murray and others, of the Village ard Town- 
shtp of Ancaster; praytng for the repeal of the Common Sehool Act, or 
that the School Moneys may be dtvtded among the different Reltgtous 
denominattons, to be expended by them for School purposes. 

Of the Reverend Willtam M'Murray and others, of the Village and Town- 
shtp of Ancaster, tn the District of Gore; praytng that no Act may be 
passed whtch would destroy the reltgious character, or invade the chart- 
ered rights of the Universtty of King's College. 

Of Arehtbald M'Fadyen and others, of the Townshtp of Eldon, tn the 
Distrtet of Colborne; praying that the sum granted for the tmprovement 
of Stmeoce Street may be expended according to the ortginal tntentton. 

Of Newton Bosworth and others, members of the Baptist Church of 
Parts; praying for.an Address to Her Majesty to abolish all State sup- 
port of Religton tn the Provinee, and for the approprtatton of the 
Clergy Reserves towards the support of educatton. 

Of Alexts Laframboise, Esquire, and others, of the City of Montreal; 
praying for an tnqutry tnto the truth of certain allegattons against the 
last Munictpal Electtons, and the Election of Mayor for the said City. 

Of John Retd and others, Students of the Toronto Medical School; 
praytng to be exempted from certain provistons of the Bill now before 
the Legtslature relating to the study and practtce of medtctne. 

Of Hypoltte Dubord, Esquire, and others, Shtp But lders , Carpenters, 
and others, of the City of Quebec, interested and engaged in the build- 
tng and constructton of Shtps; praying that the said tnterest may be 
protected by a drawback or otherwtse, and that the duty on certain 
articles be reduced. 

Of John Earele and others, of the Partsh of Ste. Scholastique, in 
the County of Two Mountains; praying that the Survey of a certain line 
of Road, through St. Eustache to Grenville, may be adhered to. 














Pettttons Resolved, That the Petttion of Alexis Laframbotse, 
referred: Esqutre, and others, of the Ctty of Montreal, be 


referred to a Select Comnittee, composed of the 
Honourable Mr. Lafontaine, Mr. Leslie, Mr. Drum- 
mond, Mr. Jobin, and Mr. Solteitor General Tas- 
chereau, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon with 
all conventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, and re- 
cords. 


W. Dtxon. Ordered, That the Petttion of Wrlltam Dixon, a Mes- 
senger to the Legtslattve Assembly, be referred 


A. Laframn- 


POLS, aC Ludi, 
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to the Standing Committee on Contingenctes. 


A. Overholt, Ordered, That the Petttion of Aaron Overholt and 
et al. others, of the Township of Rainham, tn the Dis- 


triet of Talbot, be referred to the Select Com- 
mittee to whitch was referred the Petition of George Roe and others, of 
the County of Russell, and other references. 


West Halton Mr. Willtams, from the Select Commniteee appotnted 
Electton. to try the mertts of the Petttton of James Durand, 


Esquire, complaining of the undue Election and Return 
of James Webster, Esquire, the Sttttng Member for the West Riding of the 
County of Halton, reported to the House that, pursuant to adjournment, 
the Committee met thts day at Ten o'clock, A.M., but in consequence of 
the absence of Mr. Lacoste, a member of the Commtttee, they were unable 
to proceed to business. 





Member to at- Ordered, That Mr. Lacoste, Member for the County of 
tend tn hts Chambly, do attend in hts place tn thts House, 
place. at the next sitting thereof. 

Toronto The Honourable Mr. Soliettor General Sherwood, 
Mechantes! from the Select Commtttee to whteh was referred the 
Instore, Petttton of Thomas Gibbs Ridout, Esquire, and others, 


members of the Toronto Mechanics' Institute, presented 
to the House the Report of the satd Committee, whitch was agatn read at 
the Clerk's table, and ts as followeth:-- 


Report. It appears by the satd Petition, that the satd In- 

stitute has been tn extstence for a pertod of fifteen 
years, and that the members thereof have erected a conventent butlding 
for the objects of the Soetety, and they think that thetr property would 
be more secure, and the objects of the Institute would be much better 
carrted out, tf they were incorporated. 

Your Committee are of opinion, that the prayer of the Petition 
should be granted, and particularly, as they find that, during the last 
Sesston of the present Parltament, an Act was passed incorporating a 
simtlar Institute tn the City of Montreal. 


BLL Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Solicitor General 
Sherwood have leave to bring tn a Btll to tn- 
corporate the Toronto Mechanics' Instttute. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on to-morrow. 





Gl7ny 
Notarial Titles Mr. Soltettor General Taschereau, from the Select 
BLLLy (hey Commtttee to whtch was referred the Btll to remove 


all doubts as to the validity of certain Deeds, In- 
struments, and Documents executed before Notartes in Lower Canada, and 
to secure the rights, titles, and tnterest of all persons concerned 
therein, reported that the Committee had gone through the Btil, and 
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had made several amendments thereto, which amendments were again read 
at the Clerk's table. 


Ordered, That the said Bill and Report be committed to a Committee of 
the whole House, on Friday next. 


Clergy Mr. Petrte, from the Select Committee to which 
Reserves. was referred the Petition of George Roe and others, 


of the County of Russell, and other references, pre- 
sented to the House the Report of the satd. Committee, whtch was again 
read at the Clerk's table, and ts as followeth:-- 


Report. Your Committee find with great regret, from the 

numerous Pettttons latd before your Honourable House, 
that the long agttated question of the Clergy Reserves has again be- 
come a subject of discusston and contention in thts Province. 

The excttement which so unhapptly existed on this subject for many 
years, and whieh produced such disastrous consequences to the peace 
and prosperity of the Province, was at length set at rest by the Imper- 
tal Statute 3rd and 4th Vietorta, chap. 78. 

The Impertal Legtslature intended that Statute to be a final settle- 
ment of the questton, and, notwithstanding the tnequaltity of the dtviston, 
tt was accepted by the tnhabitants of this Province as such. 

Under these ctreumstances, tt ts deeply to be regretted that the 
Church Soctettes of the Dioceses of Quebee and Toronto should have 
adopted the course of again agitating the question, by claiming the ab- 
solute and uncontrolled conveyance to the Church of England of a share 
of the Clergy Reserves, according to the proportton of funds asstgned 
by the Impertal Act for the benefit of that Church. 

Your Commtttee beg leave to quote from the Report of the Select 
Committee on the same subject, which was presented to this House during 
the last Sesston, as conveying tn conctse yet forctble language the ob- 
jecttons whtch offer Bu iaai29 to the proposed divtston. The extract 
ts as follows:-- 

"After a careful Acids eee of the subject, your Committee have 
come to the coneluston, that while the advantages of dtviding the Clergy 
Reserves as prayed for are very doubtful, the disadvantages are very 
certain and obvious. 

"in, tne jirer place, twill be difficult, tf not impracticable, to 
make a satisfactory dtviston;--tn order to approximate to a fatr dtvt- 
ston an enormous expense must be tneurred in valutng each lot separately, 
and even then there will be a rtvalry as to chotce and location, and 
susptctons will (with or without reason) be created of favourttism to- 
wards some parttcular sect or sects. 

"According to the present law, the management and disposal of the 
lands are in the hands of a Government responstble for the same, and 
over whteh the Legislature can exerctse an active supervision. 

"Should the proposed dtstrtbutton take place, they would be placed 
beyond the control of Parltament, and vested in Ecclestasttcal Corpora- 
tions, responstble to no one, and which would dispose of them to their 
own advantage, and without reference to the general good. 
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"The progress of improvement tn Canada has, it ts generally belteved, 
been greatly impeded by the accumulation of its uneulttvated land in the 
hands of owners who wtll not bring thetr property to sale, but retain tt 
as a matter of speculation, and in expectation of a future tnerease in 
value, not from any expenditure of Capttal, but from the industry and 
skill of the netghbouring agriculturists. 

"The conveyance of such a large quantity of land to Corporattons, not 
desirous of disposing of them at thetr present prices, and which tntend 
not to sell, but to lease, would, tn your Committee's opinion, greatly 
tnerease thts evil, and would have a tendency to substitute an infertor 
order of Tenantry, for an independent body of Yeomen. 

"Great apprehenston ts expressed by the Petittoners, lest the inter- 
ests of those occupants of Clergy Reserves who hold by lease or otherwise, 
should suffer by the proposed. transfer of their lands. The Government 
very properly gtves such occupants every opportunity of earning the pur- 
chase money from the cultivation of the land ttself, and thus enables 
many an tndustritous man to become a freeholder and owner of property, 
whteh he could not in any other way hope to acquire. 

"Thts ts not ltkely to be the case when the lands are vested tn pri- 
vate parttes, whose object ts to sell at the highest prices and receive 
the highest rents. 

"Your Committee, therefore, earnestly recommend, that the tnterests 
of all parttes now occupying those lands should be fully protected and 
provided for tn any arrangement that may be made." 

Your Committee beg to express thetr enttre concurrence wtth the 
above extract, and would further suggest that the late Order tn Counctl 
allowtng an extended time to the purchaser of Clergy Reserve Lands--an 
extenston conductive alike to the settlement of the Country, the prosper- 
tty of the occupant, and the advantageous sale of the lands--ts an ad- 
ditional proof of the benefits to be dertved from leaving the management 
of those lands in the hands of a Government having no interest differing 
from that of the great body of the people. 

Whtle your Committee believe that the management and sale of the 
lands might be conducted tn a more economtcal manner, they are at the 
same time of optniton, that the expenses satd to be tneurred have been 
much exaggerated, for although the charges for valuation have been 
large, these charges can only be constdered as an advance by the Crown 
Lands Department, to be repaid by the purchasers when making thetr pay- 
ments. 

Your Committee are, therefore, unanimously of opinion, that the 
diviston sought for by one out of the many denominations interested tin 
the satd lands, ts tnadvisable, and they strongly recommend that no 
ehange or deviation from the present system should be sanettoned by 
the Legtslature. 


Printed. Ordered, That one thousand coptes of the satd Report 
be printed, for the use of the Members of this 

House. 

Bytown Town Mr, Stewart of Bytowun, from the Select Committee 


Counetl Bill. to which was referred the Bill to define the limits of 
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Bytown, and to establish a Town Council therein, reported that the Com- 
mittee had gone through the Bill and had made several amendments thereto, 
which amendments were again read at the Clerk's table. 


Ordered, That the satd Bill and Report be committed to a Committee of 
the whole House, on Monday next. 





Printing and Mr. Gowan from the Standing Committee on Printing 
Binding. and Binding, presented to the House the Second Report 


of the satd Committee, which was again read at the 
Clerk's table, and ts as followeth:-- 


Report. Your Committee beg to report that they caused ad- 
vertisements to be inserted in all the newspapers 
published in the cittes of Montreal, Toronto, Quebec, and Kingston, 
advertising for Tenders for Printing and Binding of the Journal and 
Appendix of your Honourable House for the present Session. In reply 


(178) 
to such advertisements your Committee received tenders from the follow- 
tng persons: 


No. 1.--Jas. Leslie, of Toronto, for English is. 6d. per 1000 ems 
for Composttion, and 1s. 9d. per token for stngle Crown Press 
work. 

No. 2.--Messrs Lovell & Gtbson, of Montreal, 1s. 4d. per 1000 ems 
for Composttton, and 1s. 6d. per token for Press work. 

No. 3.--E. J. Barker, of Kingston, for Engltsh 1s. 3d., and Is. 6d. 
for French per 1000 ems for Composttion, and 1s. per Token for 
Press work. 

No. 4.--W. J. Coates, of Toronto, for English Is. 3d. per 1000 ems 
for Composition, and Is. 3d. per Token for Press work. 

No. 5.-- dno. Simpson, of Niagara, for English 1s. 4d. per 1000 ems 
for Composttton, and Is. 2d. per Token for Press work. 

No. 6.--Rollo Campbell, of Montreal, for English 1s. 4d. per 1000 ems 
for Composttion of the Journals, and 1s. 2d. per 1000 ems for the 
Composttton of the Appendix, and 9d. per Token for Press work. 

No. 7.--Louts Perrault, of Montreal, for French 1s. 4d. per 1000 ems 
for the composttton of the Journals, and 1s. 2d. per 1000 ems for 
the Composttton of the Appendix, and 9d. per Token for Press 
work. 

No. 8.--L. O. LeTourneux, of Montreal, 4s. 3d. per volume for Binding. 

No. 9.-~ Messrs. Lamothe & Chapleau, of Montreal, 3s. 10d. per volwme 
for Binding. 

No. 10.--Charles Hobrough, of Kingston, 3s. 9d. per volume for Binding. 

No. 11.--E. J. Barker, of Kingston, 3s. 6d. per volume for Binding. 

Now 12; --R. & A. . Miller, of Montreal, 2s. 5d. per volume for Binding. 








Upon a recapitulation and examination of the several Tenders, and 
taking the quantity of last year as the basis, namely 1125 sheets of 
20,000 ems each, and the Press work at 4,566 Tokens, the followtng would 
be as near to the result as your Committee can ascertain: 


$032 


No. 1.--James Leslie, Composttton £1687 10s., and Press work £399 
10s. 3d., making together £2087 0s. 3d. 

No. 2.--Messrs. Lovell & Gtbson, Composttton £1500, and Press work 
£342, making together £1842 9s. 

No. 8.--E. J. Barker, Composttton English £703 2s. 6d., French Comp- 
osttton £843 15s., and Press work £228 6s., making together £1775 3s. 6d. 

No. 4.--W. J. Coates, Composttion £1406 5s., and Press work £285 7s. 
6d., making together £1691 12s. 6d. 

No. 5.--dno. Stmpson, Composttton £1312 4s., and Press work £266 7s., 
making together £1578 Ils. 

No. 6.--Rollo Campbell, Composttton for Journals (about one third) 
£500, and Louts Perrault (No. 7) for the Appendix (about two thirds) 
£875, maktng £1375, whitch with £171 4s. 6d., the amount of the Press 
work, would make together the sum of £1546 4s. 6d. 





It will appear from the above synopsts of the several Tenders, that 
the Tenders of Messrs. Campbell & Perrault are the lowest, and ought, in 
the optnton of your Committee, to be accepted by your Honourable House, 
upon condition of thetr furntshing two sufftetent securtttes for the 
fatthful performance of thetr Contract, such sureties to be approved by 
your Committee. 

In reference to the Binding, your Committee recommend your Honourable 
House to accept the Tender of Messrs. R. & A. Miller, as betng the low- 
est. vi 

Your Committee have much pleasure in informing your Honourable 
House, that tt would appear, from the above data as to quantity, a sav- 
tng of over £500 wtll be thts year effected in the Printing and Binding 
of your Honourable House, as compared with the expense of the Printing 
and Binding of your Honourable House during the last Sesston. 


Ordered, That the satd Report be committed to a Committee of the whole 
House to-morrow. 


On motton of the Honourable Mr. Soliettor General Sherwood, seconded 
by Mr. Boulton, 


Address , Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His 
Toronto Har- Excelleney, the Governor General, praytng His 
bour Dues. Excelleney to cause the proper officer to lay be- 


fore thts House a Return of the amount collected 
for Harbour Dues at the Port of Toronto for the year 1845;--and also, 
a detatled Statement shewing the Balance (if any) still due to the 
Government on account of sums advanced by the authority of certain Acts 
of the Parliament of Upper Canada, for constructing and repatring the 
Queen's Wharf, at the entrance of the said Harbour. 


Ordered, That the said Address be presented to His Excelleney, the Gov- 
ernor General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honour- 
able the Executive Council of thts Provtnee. 


Member Ex- According to Order, Jean Chabot, Esquire, Member 
eused for Non- for the City of Quebec, who was absent yesterday 
attendance on from the Seleet Committee appotnted to try the merits 
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Electton of the Petttton of James Durand, Esquire, complaining 
Committee. of the undue Electton and Return of James Webster, 


Esquire, Sttting Member for the West Riding of the 
County of Halton, attended tn hts place in thts House. 

Mr. Chabot rose tn his place, and having given satisfactory reasons 
for not betng present at the meeting of the satd Select Committee, and 
having vertfred the same upon oath, 

On motton of the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, seconded by Mr. Chauveau, 


Resolved, That Mr. Chabot having gtven sattsfactory reasons for not 
betng present yesterday at the meeting of the Select Committee for 
the trial of the Contested Electton for the West Riding of tie 
County of Halton, and having vertfted the same upon oath, he be 
now excused for such non-attendance. 


Middlesex The Honourable Mr. Aylwin moved, seconded by Mr. 
Electton. Chabot, That a new Commisston to take evidence in the 


Controverted Electton for the County of Middlesex do 
tssue, directed to James Givens, John Wilson, and Henry C. Becher, 
Esqutres; and that the said Commtsstoners shall have power to meet at 
the Town of London, and any other place or places tn the County of 
Middlesex as shall be most convenient for carrying out the purposes 
of the said Commission; that James Givens, Esquire, be Chairman of 
the satd Commtsston, and that the first meeting of the satd Comnisston- 
ers shall take place at the satd Town of London on Monday, the stxth 
day of July next. 2 











MR. AYLWIN thought it was perfectly clear that a new Commission 
ought to be granted. An error was committed - he might call it more - 
by the late Commissioners, which rendered nugatory? the proceedings of 
the commission named to receive evidence4 and in consequence of which 
it was impossible that they could again be honored by the commission of 
that House. 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD had some doubts of the power of the House 
to appoint a second commission. He had expressed that doubt in the 
committee room to the hon. member for Quebec, and that hon. member had 
promised to show him a precedent on the journals of the Parliament of 
Upper Canada. He (Mr. S.) hoped his hon. friend would then produce 
the precedent.6 


MR. AYLWIN did not recollect whether it was to the journals of 
Upper Canada, or to those of United Canada he had referred in his con- 
versation with the hon. Solicitor Gen. If he named the former, he was 
in error. It was United Canada he meant. He found it on the 28th July, 
1841; that case was not identically the same as the present, but it 
was one in which a new commission did arise. If ever there was a case 
in which a commission ought to issue it was that in question. The peti- 
tioner had complained at the bar that the sitting member for the county 
of Middlesex was a usurper. A commission had been issued to take evi- 
dence, but those to whom it was entrusted, either from ignorance or 
villany (sic), failed to execute it. For this ignorance or villany (sic) 
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no one was responsible. The sitting member was not responsible for it. 
The parties themselves had been discharged after a punishment which was 
more an honor to them than any thing else: and the petitioner alone 

had to suffer the heavy loss and inconvenience attendant upon such a 
monstrous proceeding. And when he (Mr. A.) proposed a course by which 
justice might ultimately be done the petioner (sic), he was asked to 
produce a precedent. As well might he be asked to produce authority for 
looking at the sun, or for breathing the air of heaven. In stead of ad- 
ducing authority, he (Mr. A.) thought he would be justified in asking 
where is the law which forbade what he demanded? What! were they going 
to legalise - not acts by the bludgeon, for these were comparatively 
respectable - but were they to confirm the act of the knave or the vil- 
lain, who if it were ruled that a second commission was not, under any 
circumstances, to be allowed, could easily evade the orders of the House, 
and thereby perpetrate the greatest injustice. He (Mr. A.) felt the 
deepest sympathy with the petitioner, who had done him the honor of ap- 
pointing him his nominee; but, irrespective of that, he would appeal 

to hon. members to do justice for their own sake. He would ask, was 
there one in that House who would agree to hold his seat under the 
tenure which the hon. Sol. General would appear to wish to establish?/ 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD complained of the tone of the hon. member of 
Quebec, and particularly of his attacks upon the Commissioners, whose 
characters for honor and integrity were as high as that of the hon. mem- 
ber himself, and could not be injured by such insinuations as had been 
thrown out. He (the Sol. Gen.) had not said that he was opposed to 
granting a new Commission, he had only asked for a precedent. He thought 
the Niagara case referred to by the hon. member for Quebec was not a pre- 
cedent; in that case the commission was returned without any action hav- 
ing been taken upon it, and that was the same as if a commission had 
never existed; in the present instance, evidence had been taken. He, 
the Solicitor General still doubted whether the House could issue a 
second commission after one commission had been acted upon; his doubts 
had not been in the least removed by the speech of the hon. aud (sic) 
learned member for Quebec, and he trusted that the hon. and learned 
member for the Fourth Riding would favor the House with his views .8 


MR. WILLIAMS was of opinion that under the statute, another commis-— 
sion was cnotemplated (sic); it was clear that the House had power to 
appoint a second committee; he thought the evidence being illegal, was 
the same as if no return had been made, and therefore, a new commission 
ought to issue.? 


MR. BALDWIN would have risen immediately after the appeal that had 
been made to him by the Solicitor General West, had he not expected 
that the hon. Attorney General was prepared to offer his opinion for 
the information and guidance of the House, and he was much surprised 
that when the learned Solicitor General felt himself deficient in inform- 
ation, he did not apply to higher authority, that he did not seek it at 
that source from which the House had always a right to expect prompt 
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information; and he was also not a little astonished that the hon. At- 
torney General should allow the House to want his aid and advice for 

one moment in a matter of such serious importance. He (Mr. Baldwin) 
most willingly endorsed all that had been said by the hon. member for 
Quebec, respecting the importance of the question before the House; he 
felt warmly upon it, and was prepared to resist to the last any attempt 
to defeat the just demand of the petitioner. (Hear, hear.) He (Mr. B.) 
understood the Solicitor General West to construe the act, so that but 
one commission could issue under it. The answer of the hon. member for 
Durham to that was irresistible; the act allowed a second committee, and 
also left it optional with the parties to furnish evidence either by com- 
mission or vive voce (sic). A second committee could not ... ((meet)) 
without evidence, and it was nonsense to suppose that the parties inter- 
ested would not have the same right under a second committee as under the 
first. But irrespective of all that he would ask was it to be said that 
the law was meant to be a mere mockery - (Hear, hear) - to be a piece of 
network in which parties having just claims were to be entangled beyond 
the possibility of help being afforded to them. (Cheers) Were the 
claims of petitioners at the bar of that House to be left to the mere 
mercy of commissioners? Was there to be no control, no redress? The 
language of the hon. and learned member for Quebec was not too strong 
upon that point. (Hear) If the House decided that a second commission 
could not issue, persons contesting seats in that House, would thence- 
forth be abandoned to the iguornace (sic) or villainy of commissioners. 
(Cheers) There would be no responsibility, no redress, beyond the mis- 
erable mockery of punishment they had seen dealt out at the bar the 
other day, a punishment that was only calculated to encourage offence, 
to embolden parties to violate the rights and privileges of the House. 
Yet, he (Mr. Baldwin) would warn the House that unless they showed that 
they had the will as well as the power to punish their servants, their 
authority would be laughed to scorn, as he had no doubt it was in the 
late instance to which he had referred. - (Cheers) With regard to the 
evidence that had been received by the committee, he (Mr. B.) would have 
regarded it as legal, because he considered that part of the statute un- 
der which it was taken as merely directory. Was he called upon judici- 
ously to pronounce upon it, that would be his decision. But it was not 
for him, or that House to judge. The Committee had decided that the 
evidence was illegal, and the House was bound by that decision. The 
proceedings under the late commission having then been declared illegal, 
it was clear that, for the purposes of the act, no evidence had been taken; 
and that the mass that had been sent was as so much waste paper. Suppos- 
ing that instead of sending the. evidence the commissioners had chosen 

to folded (sic) up, seal, and address a number of blank sheets, would it 
be, therefore, true that the commission had been executed. It was the 
utmost farce to argue in that way. Either the commission had been exe- 
cuted for the purposes of the act, or it had not; if it had not, there 
should be no torturing of the law in order to do injustice to the peti- 
tioner. A distinction had been attempted to be drawn between the pre- 
sent case and that on the journals - the Niagara case, referred to by 
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the hon. member for Quebec; but it was evident that for all valid pur- 
poses they were alike. (Hear.) In the one case the commission had not 
been acted upon; in the other, the action taken was declared illegal. It 
was, therefore, manifest that for the purposes of the law nothing had been 
done in either case. In a legal point of view there could be no difference 
between them.10 


MR. HALE - (Hear, hear.) There was a great deal of difference.ll 


MR. BALDWIN - The hon. member for Sherbrooke said hear, hear, and 
spoke of a distinction. He (Mr. B.) could well understand how certain 
hon. members of that House could swallow any doctrine however monstrous. 
He knew with what facility they would, as had been said by his hon. 
friend from Quebec, divide a hair between North and South; and he was, 
therefore, not surprised to find them favouring the absurdity then 
raised. But he felt satisfied that no judicial mind in that House would 
take such a view - (Hear, hear.) - would countenance any thing so atro- 
cious (Cheers.) Yes, so atrocious; he would say, that if another commis- 
sion were refused it would be an atrocious denial of justice to the peti- 
tioner. (Loud cheers.)12 


MR. AT. GEN. DRAPER — Before he heard the speech of the hon. member 
for Quebec did not know that this question was coming before them, and 
he was not therefore, as well able to give an opinion as he would had 
(sic) been if he had 24 hours notice of the motion. He did not think 
that he was justly subject to the censure of the hon. member for the 
North Riding of York. The argument of the hon. member for Quebec was 
perfectly correct, if his premises had been correct. But he (Mr. D) 
knew that his premises were unfounded; he (Mr. A) had asserted that there 
was a previso (sic) in the act, allowing a second commission to be ap- 
pointed - this was not the case. His opinion was that a second commis- 
sion could be issued, and the reason for forming that opinion was that 
the previso (sic) already referred to, allowed the House, in certain 
circumstances, to appoint a new committee, and it was responsible to 
suppose (as this committee must receive evidence with vivi (sic) voce, 
or by a commission,) that a new commission may be issued. 


MR. MURNEY sympathised with the petitioner (Mr. Nottman,) for he 
had been placed in a similar position during the last Parliament, and 
he had then received no sympathy from the majority. He was then obliged 
to listen to the sarcastic remarks of the hon member who introduced 
this motion, (Mr. Aylwin). This gentleman took good care not to sympa- 
thise with him. He even said that it was folly to attempt to unseat the 
then sitting member for Hastings (Mr. Baldwin.) It is very easy, by 
high flown declamation, for a ministry to complain of the acts of the 
majority; but these parties ought to remember that they, when they 
formed the majority, refused the favor granting me a commission, al- 
though my witnesses resided 150 miles from the seat of Government, and 
I affirmed, and still believe, that I had the majority of legal votes 
on that occasion. The subsequent election shewed that this assertion 
was correct. (Hear.) It would therefore, be no more monstrous or atro- 
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cious for a commission to be refused on the present occasion, than it 
was on the case referred to. The majority, however, will not refuse the 
commission in this case.14 


MR. BALDWIN - The hon. member for Hastings had forgotten to state 
the circumstances under which a commission had been refused him. The 
charges made by the hon. member were of such a character that it was 
considered that vive voca (sic) evidence would be the only satisfactory 
means by which to determine them, and although the distance at which 
the hon. member wished the enquiry to take place was about one hundred 
miles from the seat of Parliament, the daily passing of boats rendered 
it quite convenient for parties to attend to give evidence in person. 
There was no desire on his part or that of any friend of his to stifle 
enquiry in that case; he was satisfied that he held his seat by a legal 
majority of votes, and no investigators could have disturbed him.1° 





MR. SHERWOOD of Brockville - thought that if the commission then ap- 
plied for was refused, it would be no more atrocious than was the refusal 
referred to by the hon. member for Hastings. He (Mr. Sherwood) would 
vote against the motion, not because he thought the petitioner was not 
entitled to a second commission, but such was the manner in which all 
the commissions issued by that House had been executed that he was of 
opinion that no more should issue,16 


(178) 
The Question having been put upon the satd motion, a division ensued, 
and the names betng called for, they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YEAS. 


Aylwin, Baldwin, Berthelot, Bertrand, Boulton, Cauchon, Cayley, 
Chabot, Chalmers, Chauveau, Christie, Colville, Cummings, Daly, Desaulnters, 
Dewitt, Dtekson, Attorney General Draper , Drummond, Duggan, 
Gowan, Guillet, Jessup, LaFontaine, Lantter, Laterrtére, Laurin, LeMoine, 


ee — eS 





(179) 
cott, Seymour, Smith of FRONTENAC, Attorney General Smith, Smtth of 
WENTWORTH, Taché, Soltcttor General Taschereau, Thompson, Viger, Webster, 
and Williams.--(54.) 











NAYS, 


Hale, Riddell, Sherwodd of BROCKVILLE, and Soltcttor General Sher- 


wood.--(4.) 
It ... ((was)) mentioned that Mr. Ermatinger had voted.l/ 


The Speaker, MR. MORIN, observed that in his opinion the hon. member 
had no right to vote. 


MR. HALL thought as it was rather magnanimous for the hon. member 
to vote with the majority the vote ought to be allowed to stand. 


MR. BALDWIN thought the vote was irregular and would be a bad pre- 
cedent. 29 
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The vote was then struck off. 21 


(179) 
So tt was carried in the affirmative, and 


Ordered, Accordingly. 


Returns to The Honourable Mr. Daly, one of Her Majesty's 

Address. Executive Council, latd before the House, by command 
of Hts Excellency the Governor General, 

Cornuall Return to an Address from the Legislative Assembly, 

Toun Lots. to Hts Excelleney the Administrator of the Government, 


dated the 3rd instant, praying that His Excellency 
would be pleased to cause to be latd before them "a copy of the Petttton 
on whieh was grounded the Order tn Counctl dtrecting the sale of Lots 
Nos. Ten and Eleven, north stde of Water Street, itn the Town of Cormall, 
together with a copy of the said Order tn Counetl: also, coptes of the 
Report of the District Agent, and of the Commnisstoner of Crown Lands, 
touching the same; and coptes of any letters and documents, addressed 
by John S. Macdonald, Esquire, to the Government, on the subject, and of 
the repltes thereto." 


Also, 
Rebellton First Report of the Commisstoners appotnted to 
Losses. enqutre tnto the Losses occastoned by the troubles 
during the years 1837 and 1838. 
(For the satd Report, see Appendix X.) 
Customs Mr. Meyers, from the Committee of the whole House, 
Duttes. to take into consideration the proprtety of amending 


the Act 6 Vite. cap. 31, and the Schedule of Duttes 
granted by 8 Vie. cap. 31, reported, according to Order, the Resolutions 
of the satd Committee, whtch Resolutions were agatn read at the Clerk's 
table, and are as followeth:-- 


Resolutions. 1. Resolved, As the optnion of thts Committee, that 
an ad valorem duty of five per cent be imposed upon 
all kinds of manufactured or unmanufactured Leather, the production of 
Great Britain or of the British Colontes, imported by sea, or direct from 
any Brittsh Colony. 
2. Resolved, As the optnton of thts Commtttee that on Leather 
manufactures otherwise imported, the following duttes be tm- 
posed, that ts to say:-- 


Present 
Duttes. 


iil 





Ist Dn Goat Skins, tanned, tawed or tn any other 
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Se a. 
way dressed, per dozen . ‘ ays) 
and On Lamb or Sheep Skins, tanned, tawed ¢ or 
tn any way dressed, per dozen are 2. G 
brd Calf Skins, tanned, tawed or in any way 
dressed, per lb. ... Ou oA 
4th Kip Skins, tanned, tawed or amy. way dressed, 
per"LD. «22% ae 
5th Harness Leather, Gover Leather, “and Sole 
heather, Per Lie a. <n s: ae 0 72 
6th Leather cut tnto Shapes, per 1D. ae 0 4 
LEATHER MANUFACTURES. 
7th Women's Boots, Shoes and Calashes of 
Leather, per 12 pairs .. o 0 
8th Women's Boots and Shoes, of Silk, eee 
Jean, or other Stuffs, Kid or ee 
wes dozen pairs . , 5 0 
9th Gtrl's Boots, Shoes and Giiveiee oF 
Leather, under seven tnches in length, 
DET ORGHEDOTT ER. ois. lb o timss sous Lis ae) 
10th Girl's Boots and Shoes, of Stlk, Satin, Jean 
or other Stuffs, Kid or Morocco, per 
dozen pairs eee Ata) oe eS a 0 
11th Men's Boots, per patr 2 0 
12th Men's Shoes, per pair 0 66 
13th Boys' Boots, under 8 inches in 2 Length, 
per Pate : Oo 
14th Boys' Shoes under 8 inches in Length, 
| safari 1 ee ee Pe Sie O 4 





3. Resolved, As the opinton of this Committee, that salted or 
eured meat, for the use of the Fisheries tn the Gulf of St. 
Laurence, shall be admitted free of Duty. 


On motion of the Honourable Mr. Cayley, seconded by the Honourable 
Mr. Attorney General Smtth, 


Ordered, That the Question of coneurrence be now separately put upon 
each of the satd Resolutions . 


And the first of the satd Resolutions being again read, and the 
Question being put thereon, a division ensued, and the names being 
called for they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YEAS. 


Boulton, Cayley, Chalmers, Christie, Colville, Cummings, Daly, De- 
Witt, Diekson, Attorney General Draper, Draper, Duggan, Eimaringen, Foster, — 
Gowan, Hale, Jessup, LeMoine, Macdonald of CORNWALL, M ‘Connell, Mo: Moffatt, 
Monro, Murney, Papineau, Petrie, Riddell, Robinson, Seymour, ‘eymour, Sherwood 
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of BROCKVILLE, Solicttor General Sherwood, Smith of FRONTENAC, Attorney 
General Smith, Solicitor General Taschereau, Viger, Webster, Willtams 


3 eS 
and Woods.--(36.) 
NAYS. 


Aylwin, Baldwin, Berthelot, Bertrand, Cauchon, Chabot, Chauveau, 
Desaulniars, Drummond, Guillet, LaFontatne, Lantter, Laterriére, Laurin, 
Leslie, Macdonell of STORMONT, Méthot, Nelson, Powell, Price, Roblin, 

Rousseau, Scott, Smtth of WENTWORTH, Tah, and Thompson.--(26.) 


So tt was carrted tn the afftrmattive. 
The second of the satd Resolutions being again read, 


Ordered, That the Question of coneurrence be separately put upon each 
of the ttems contatned therein. 


And the first to the tenth of the satd ttems tnelusive, betng again 
read, and the Question betng separately put thereon, the House divided 
upon each, and the names betng called for, they were taken down as tn 
the last preceding division. 

The eleventh to the fourteenth and last of the satd ttems betng 
again read, and the Questton betng separately put thereon, the House 
dtvtded upon each, and the names being called for they were taken down 
as followeth:-- 


YEAS, 


Boulton, Cayley, Chalmers, Christte, Colville, Cummings, Daly, DeWitt, 
Diekson, Attorney General Draper, Duggan, Ermatinger, Gowan, Hale, “eas: | 
sup, sup, LeMoine, Macdonald of CORNWALL, Macdonald of KINGSTON, M'Connell, 
Meyers, s, Moffatt, Monro, Murney, Paptnéau, Petrie, Riddell, Robinson, — 
Seymour , Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Soltettor General Sherwood, Smtth of 
FRONTENAC, Attorney General Smith, Soltettor General Taschereau, Viger, 
Webster, Willtams, and Woods.--(37.) 


NAYS, 











Aylwin, Baldwin, Berthelot, Bertrand, Cauchon, Chabot, Chauveau, 
Desaulniers, Drummond, Guillet, Hall, Jobin, LaFontaine, Lantier, Later- 
rtere, Laurin, Leslie, Macdonell o: af STORMONT, Méthot, Nelson, Powell, 


(180) 
Price, Rousseau, Scott, Smith of WENTWORTH, Taché, and Thompson. --(28.) 





So the second Resolution was carried tn the affirmative. 
The third of the satd Resoluttons being again read, and the Ques- 
tton being put thereon, tt was agreed to unantmously, and 


Resolved, That thts House doth concur with the Commtttee in the said 


Resolutions. 
Cus toms Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Cayley have leave 
BLLes to bring tn a Btll to alter and amend the Laws 


tmpostng Provinetal Duttes of Customs. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
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was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a sec- 
ond time on Friday next. 


Hastings Mr. Sherwood, of Brockville, from the Committee 
PULLES. BELL: of the whole House, on the Bill to remedy certain de- 


fects in the regtstration of Titles in the County of 
Hastings tn Upper Canada, reported, according to Order, the amendments 
made by the Committee to the satd Bill, whitch amendments were again read 
at the Clerk's table, and agreed to by the House. 


Ordered, That the said Bill, as amended, be Engrossed. 


Great Western The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Ratlroad Bill. the Bill to alter and amend the Charter of the Great 
Western Ratlroad Company, being read; 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and referred to the Select Com- 
mittee on Ratlroads. 


Burns' Re- The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
ltef Bill. the Bill for the relief of Robert Easton Burns, Judge 


of the Home District Court, betng read; 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time on Wednesday next. 


Bankrupt The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Laws Bill. the Bill to continue and amend the Bankrupt Laws, 


now tn force in this Province, betng read; 


Ordered, That the said Btll be read a second ttme on Friday next. 


Vanzandt's The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Reltef Bill. the Engrossed Bill from the Legtslattve Council, tn- 


tituled "An Act for the reltef of Jultet Vanzandt, 
wife of Jacob L. Vanzandt, who claims as sister of the half blood of 
Richard Dunean, late of Willtamsburgh, in the Eastern District of this 
Province,” betng read; 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time, on Monday next. 





Bills of Ex- The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
change Bull, the Bill to amend the Law regulating Inland Bills of 
(Intand.) Exchange and Promissory Notes and the protesting 


thereof betng read; 

The satd Bill was accordingly read and referred to a Select Comnit- 
tee, composed of the Honourable Mr. Moffatt, the Honourable Mr. Robinson, 
Mr. Macdonald of Kingston, Mr. LeMoine, and Mr. Leslie, to report thereon 
with all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and 
records. 


Bills of Eau- The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
change Bill, the Bill.to amend the Law relative to damages on Pro- 
(Foreign. ) tested Foreign Bills of Exchange, betng read; 22 


The said Bill was accordingly read and referred 
to the foregoing Select Committee. 
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Partitton o The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Lands Bill, the Engrossed Bill from the Legislative Counetl, in- 
(ise Sa) tttuled, "An Act to facilttate the partition of Lands, 


Tenements, and Hereditaments, tn certain cases in 
Lower Canada," betng read; 

The satd Btll was read accordingly. 

The Honourable Mr. Moffatt moved, seconded by the Honourable Mr. 
Robinson, that the satd Btll be referred to a Select Committee, composed 
of the Honourable Mr. Moffatt, Mr. Colville, Mr. M'Connell, the Honourable 
Mr. Aylwtn, and the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smith, to report 
thereon with all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, 
and records. 

On motton of Mr. Macdonald of Cornwall, seconded by the Honourable 
Mr. Robinson, 


Ordered, That the further constderatton of the satd motion be postponed 
unttl to-morrow. 


Carruthers! The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Reltef Bill. the Btll to authorize the Court of Queen's Bench and 


the High Court of Chancery, at their discretion, to 
admit Frederic Fraser Carruthers, to practice as an Attorney and Solt- 
ettor thereof respectively, betng read; 


Ordered, That the satd Btll be read a second time on Monday next. 


Queenston and The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Niagara As- the Bill to alter the mode of Assessment tn the Towns 
sessment Btil. of Niagara and Queenston being read; 


The satd Btll was accordingly read, and ordered 
to be Engrossed. 


Hochelaga The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Divtston Bill. the Bull to divide the Municipality of Hochelaga tnto 


five distinet Muntetpaltttes, and further to provide 
for the support of Schools and the management of local affatrs theretn, 
betng read; 

The satd Btll was accordingly read, and referred to a Select Com- 
mittee, composed of Mr. Leslie, the Honourable Mr. Papineau, the Honour- 
able Mr. LaFontatne, Mr. Jobin, and Mr. DeWitt, to report thereon wtth 
all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and re- 
cords. 


St harrierve The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Socetety Incor- the Bill to tneorporate the St. Patrick's Society of 
poration Bill. Montreal, to enable the satd Society more effictently 


to manage the affairs thereof, betng read; 
The satd Btll was accordingly read, and referred to the Standing 
Commtttee on Prtvate Bills. 


Albton Road The Order of the Day for the House tn Committee 
Bult. on the Btll to tncorporate certatn persons under the 
name of the Albton Road Company, betng read; 
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The House accordingly resolved itself into tlic saideCommil tice. 

Mr. Jobin took the Chatr of the Comnittee, and after som: time spent 
therein, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr, 

And Mr. Jobin reported that the Committee had gone through the Bill, 
and had made several amendments thereto, whitch he was dtrected to report 


to the House, whenever tt shall be pleased to recetve the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


Temperance The Order of the Day for the House tn Committee 
Houses Bill, on the Bill to enable the District Counctls in Upper 
(Tee Canada to regulate Temperance Houses, betng read; 


The House accordingly resolved itself tnto the 
satd Committee. 
Mr. Merritt took the Chatr of the Committee, and after some time spent 
therein, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr. 


Montreal The Order of the Day for the House in Committee 
Roads. on the First Report of the Select Committee to which 
was referred the Petition of E. Guy, Esqutre, and 


others, restding on the Lower Lachine Road, and other reference, being 
read; 


Ordered, That the satd Order of the Day be postponed until Monday next. 





(78) 
"Les Dames The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Reltgteuses the Bill to tneorporate "Les Dames Reltgteuses de 
de Notre Dame Notre Dame de Charité du Bon Pasteur," at Montreal, 
de Charité du for the care and reformation of Female Penttents 
Bon Pasteur" betng read; 
Incorporation The said Btll was accordingly read, and comnitted 
BELL to a Committee of the whole House. 


Mr. Willtams took the Chair of the Commtttee, 
and after some time spent therein, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; 
And Mr. Willtams reported that the Committee had gone through the 
Bill, and had made an amendment thereto, whtch amendment was agatn read 
at the Clerk's table, and agreed to by the House. 


Ordered, That the satd Btll, as amended, be Engrossed. 





"La Banque The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
des Mar- the Bill to incorporate "La Banque des Marchands," 
chands" In- betng read; 

corporation The satd Bill was accordingly read, and referred 
BULt, to the Standing Committee on Private Bills. 

Wolfe Island The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Railroad Bill. the Btll to tneorporate the "Wolfe Island, Kingston, 


and Toronto Railroad Company," being read; 
The said Bill was accordingly read, and referred to the Select 
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Commtttee on Ratlroads. 


Shertffs' The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Poundage Bill. the Bill to regulate the poundage to be received by 
Shertffs on Executtons, and for other purposes therein 
menttoned, being read; 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and committed to a Committee of 
the whole House to-morrow. 


Muntetpal The Order of the Day for the second reading of the 
Counette BILe, Bill to repeal the Acts theretn menttoned, and to amend 
(i OD) the Law for the establishment of Local and Municipal 


Authorities in Lower Canada, being read; 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time on Frtday next. 


Peterboro' The Order of the Day for the second reading of the 
Ratlway Bill. Bill to ineorporate the "Peterborough and Port Hope 


Ratlway Company," being read; 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and referred to the Select Com- 
mittee on Ratlroads. 


Railways Bill. The Order of the Day for the second reading of the 
Btll to consoltdate in one Act provistons usually tn- 
serted tn Acts authortzing the making of Ratlways, betng read; 


Ordered, That the said Bill be read a second time on Monday next. 


Quebee Cullers The Order of the Day for the second reading of the 
Soetety Ineor- Btll to tncorporate "the Quebec Cullers' Benevolent 


poration Bill. Soetety" being read; 

The satd Btll was accordingly read, and referred to 
a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Chabot, Mr. Lantter, the Honourable 
Mr. Aylwin, Mr. Laurin, and Mr. Chauveau, to report thereon wtth all con- 
ventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Commtsstoners The Order of the Day for the second reading of the 
of Enquiry Bill to empower Commissioners for enquiring into mat- 
BULL ters connected with the Publte Business, to take evt- 


dence on oath, being read; 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time, on Friday next. 


Common The Order of the Day for the second reading of the 
School Bill, Bill to repeal certain enactments therein mentioned, 
(Ce) and to make better provision for Elementary tnstruc- 


tton tn Lower Canada, being read; 


Ordered, That the said Bill be read a second time on Friday next. 


Fish Protec- The Order of the Day for the second reading of the 
tion Bie, Btll to prevent persons Fishing with nets on the shores 
(U3 of Lakes in Upper Canada, from the tenth of June to 


the first of September in each year, betng read; 
The satd Btll was accordingly read, and commttted to a Committee of 
the whole Hause on Monday next. 
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Bathurst The Order of the Day for the second reading of the 
Sehool Montes Bill to enable the District of Bathurst to receive the 
Bull. Sehool Moneys apportioned to tt in the year one thous- 


and etght hundred and forty five, notwtthstanding the 
fatlure of the Distriet Counetl to levy an equal sum, being read; 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and ordered to be Engrossed. 


Cobourg Manu- The Order of the Day for the second reading of the 
facturing Bill to tneorporate the Cobourg Manufacturing Company , 23 
Company. betng read; 


Mr. Meyers moved, seconded by Mr. Willtams, that 
the satd Bill be now read a second time. 
The Question having been put upon the satd motion, a divtston ensued, 
and the names betng called for, they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YEAS. 


Chalmers, Chauveau, Chrtstte, Cummings, DeWitt, Dickson, Foster, Gowan, 
Hale, Hall, Jessup, Laterrtére, Laurin, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Macdonell 
of STORMONT, M'Connell, Merritt, Méthot, Meyers, Monro, Murney, Robtnson, 
Rousseau, Scott, Seymour, Smith of FRONTENAC, Smtth of WENTWORTH, and 
Willtams.--(28. ) 








NAYS. 


Baldwin, Bertrand, Duggan, Lantier, Powell, Price, Roblin, and Sher- 
wood of BROCKVILLE.--(8&.) 


So tt was carried in the afftrmative, and 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and referred to the Standing Com- 
mittee on Private Bills. 24 


Ntagara_ Sus- The Order of the Day for the House in Committee on 

penston Bridge the Bill for erecting an International Bridge over the 

Bove Niagara River at or near the Falls of Niagara, being 
read; 


The House accordingly resolved itself tnto the satd Committee. 

Mr. Hall took the Chatr of the Committee, and after some time spent 
theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 

And Mr. Hall reported that the Commtttee had gone through the Bill, 
and had made several amendments thereto, whtch he was directed to report 
to the House, whenever tt shall be pleased to receive the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be received tomorrow. 


Quebee and The Order of the Day for the second reading of the 
Melbourne Bill to ineorporate the "Quebec and Melbourne Ratlroad 
Ratlroad Btll. Company," betng read; 


The said Bill was accordingly read, and referred 
to the Select Committee on Ratlroads. 


Quebec Gas The Order of the Day for the second reading of the 
and Water Bill to repeal the Act tneorporating the Quebec Gas 
Company Light and Water Company, betng read; 
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repeal Bill. The satd Bill was accordingly read, and committed 
to a Committee of the whole House to-morrow. 

Quebec The Order of the Day for the second reading of the 

Water Bill. Bill for supplytng the Ctty of Quebee and parts adjac- 


ent thereto with Water, betng read; 
The said Bill was accordingly read, and committed to a Committee of 
the whole House to-morrow. 


Quebec The Order of the Day for the second reading of the 
Gas Bill. Bill for Lighting the Ctty of Quebec with Gas, being 
read; 


The satd Btll was accordingly read, and committed to a Committee of 
the whole House to-morrow. 


(132) 
Stmeoe Regts- The Order of the Day for the House tn Committee 
try Office Bill. on the Btll to provide for the removal of the Registry 
Office of the District of Stmeoe, from tts present 
stte, to Barrte, the District Town, betng read; 
The House accordingly resolved ttself into the satd Committee. 
Mr. Bertrand took the Chatr of the Comnittee, and after sometime 
spent therein, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 
And Mr. Bertrand reported that the Committee had gone through the 
Bill, and had made an amendment thereto, which amendment was agatn read 
at the Clerk's table, and agreed to by the House. 


Ordered, That the satd Bill, as amended, be Engrossed. 


Orders of The Honourable Mr. Viger moved, seconded by Mr. 
the Day. Duggan, that the remaining Orders of the Day be post- 


poned unttl to-morrow. 
The Questton having been put upon the satd motton, a dtvtston ensued, 
and tt passed in the negative. 


Cobourg Ratl- The Order of the Day for the House tn Committee 
road Bill. on the Btll to revive and amend the Act of Upper 


Canada, ineorporating the "Cobourg Ratlroad Company," 

and for other purposes therein menttoned, being read; 

The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Committee. 

Mr. Chauveau took the Chatr of the Commtttee, and after some time 
spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 

And Mr. Chauveau reported that the Committee had gone through the 
Btll, and had made several amendments thereto, which he was directed to 
report to the House whenever tt shall be pleased to receive the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 





Orders Post- Mr. Dickson moved, seconded by Mr. Gowan, that 
poned. the remaining Orders of the Day be postponed until 


to-morrow. 
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The Question having been put upon the satd motton, a dtvtston ensued, 
and the names being called for, they were taken down as followeth:-- 


YEAS. 


Baldwin, Cauchon, DeWitt, Dtekson, Gowan, Jessup, Méthot, Powell, 


Price, Roblin, Rousseau, Seymour, Smtth of FRONTENAC, and Viger.--(14.) 
NAYS. 


Bertrand, Chauveau, Chrtstte, Lantier, Laterriére, Laurin, Macdonald 
of KINGSTON, Monro, and Robinson.--(9.) 


So tt was carrted in the afftrmative, and 


Ordered, Accordingly. 


Then, on motton of the Honourable Mr. Viger, seconded by Mr. Gowan, 
The House adjourned. 


FOOTNOTES - 29 APRIL 1846. 


MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. Although this petition was not 
reported in the JOURNALS of 29 April 1846 it was reported in the 
proper context by MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT and was thus inserted among 
the petitions laid on the table on this day. 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 29 April 1846, 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846, and BRITISH COLONIST, 12 May 1846, 
in identical accounts. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846, and BRITISH 
COLONIST, 12 May 1846, observed that "a very long and warm debate 
took place on this motion." 

MIRROR, 29 April 1846. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 

MIRROR, 29 April 1846. 

IBS HIUID)A 

IBN 

ICIS ODI 

IBID. 

BED 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

BED. 

JO SUB) 

IBID. 

IBID. 

BED 

LEDS 

IBID. 

A commentary on this Bill may be found in PILOT, 30 April 1846. 

A commentary on this Bill may be found in KINGSTON NEWS, 4 May 
1846. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846, and BRITISH COLONIST, 12 May 1846, 
added: "it being understood that limited liability would not be 
permitted." 


THURSDAY, 30 APRIL 1846. 


(182) 
Petitions latd THE following Pettttons were severally brought 
on the table. up and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Riddell,--The Petition of Joseph Haywood 
and others, members of the United Church of England and Ireland, in the 
Townshtps of Burford and Norwich, in the Dtocese of Toronto. 

By Mr. Hale,--The Petition of Michael M'Carthy, a Messenger of the 
Legislative Assembly; and the Petition of James Voller and John Kay, Mes- 
sengers of the Legtslative Assembly. 

By Mr. Macdonald of Cormiall,--The Petition of Alexander M'Lean, 
Esquire, and others, of the Town of Cornwail. 

By Mr. Chabot,--The Pettttion of Archibald Campbell, Esquire, and 
others, of the City of Quebec and tts environs, (relating to Roads). 

By the Honourable Mr. Attorney General Smtth,--The Petition of Joseph 
J. Higgins and others, of the County of Missisquot; and the Petition of 
the Montreal Gas Light Company. 





"Les Dames Reli- An Engrossed Bill to tneorporate "Les Dames Relt- 








Dame de Charité Montreal, for the care and reformatton of Female Pent- 


du Bon Pasteur" tents, was read for the third time. 
ee Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 





Ordered, That Mr. Leslte do carry the satd Btll to the 
Legislative Counetl, and destre thetr coneurrence. 


Bathurst . ' An Engrossed Bill to enable the District of Bath- 
School Montes urst to recetve the School Moneys apporttoned to tt 
Butt. tn the year one thousand etght hundred and forty-five, 


notwithstanding the fatlure of the District Counetl 
to Levy an equal sum, was read for the third time. 


Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That Mr. Gowan do carry the satd Bill to the Legislative Coun- 
etl, and destre thetr concurrence. 


Hastings An Engrossed Bill to remedy certain defects in 
Titles Buel. the Registration of Titles tn the County of Hastings, 


in Upper Canada, was read for the third time. 
Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Solicitor General Sherwood do carry the 
satd Btll to the Legislative Council, and destre their concurrence. 


Stmeoe Regis- An Engrossed Bill to provide for the removal of 


try Office Bill. the Registry Office of the District of Simcoe from 
tts present stte to Barrie, the District Town, was 


read for the third time. 


1050 


Resolved, That the Bill do pass, and the title be "An Act to provide for 
the removal of the Registry Office of any County in Upper Canada, 
when the publte conventence may requtre such removal." 


Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Robinson do carry the satd Btll to the 
Legtslative Counetl, and destre thetr coneurrence. 


Niagara_and An Engrossed Bill to alter the mode of Assessment 
Queenston tn the Towns of Niagara and Queenstown was read for 
Assessment the third time. 

Bille 


Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That Mr. Dtekson do carry the said Bill to the Legislative 
Counetl, and destre their coneurrence. 


Petitions read. Pursuant to the Order of the Day the followtng 
Pettttons were read:-- 

Of G. L. Perry and others, restding on a certain part of the road 
which communicates wtth that between Montreal and the Parish of Sault 
au Réecollet; praying that the said road be Macadamized. 

of the Reverend A. Duranseaux and others, of St. Mitchel, Lachine; 
praying that the Railway Trains may be prohibited from running on Sun- 
days. 

Of the Honourable Austin Cuvillter and others, Ctttzens of Montreal; 
praytng that means may be adopted for a repeal of all Duttes on Amert- 
can Wheat, Provistons and Corn generally; and that Amertcan Produce tm- 
ported tnto Canada, may be admitted into England on the same terms as 
Colonial Produce. 


(183) 

Pettttons Ordered, That the Petttton of John Reid and others, 
referred :-— Students of the Toronto Medical School, be re- 
Hevatee Mere ferred to the Seleet Committee to whtceh was re- 
sai Shere ferred the Bill to regulate the study and prac- 
—<——_—SS tiee of Medicine, Surgery and Midwtfery tn thts 
Provinee. 

Toronto Resolved, That the Petttton of John King, Esqutre, 
Medico Chtr- M. D., and George R. Grasett, Esquire, L.M., 
urgteal Soetety. on behalf of the "Toronto Medico Chirurgtcal 


Soctety," be referred to a Select Committee com- 
posed of the Honourable Mr. Soltettor General Sherwood, Mr. Boulton, 
and Mr. Duggan, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon 
with all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and 
records. 


D. Maenab, Resolved, That the Petition of Dantel Macnab, Esqutre, 
Esq. et al. and others, of the Town of Hamilton, tn the Dts- 


trict of Gore, be referred to a Select Committee, 
composed of Mr. Webster, Mr. Price, Mr. Petrie, Mr. Macdonald of Kings- 
ton, and Mr. Chalmers, to examine the contents thereof, and to report 
thereon wtth all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, 








LOS 1 


papers, and records. 


Gaspé Marri- Mr. Chrtstte, from the Select Committee to whitch 
ages, &., Bill. was referred the Bill relating to the Magdalen Islands 

tn the Gulf St. Lawrence, and to enable the Inhabitants, 
householders thereof, to establtsh a Muntctpal Council in the satd Is- 
lands, and other References, wtth an Instructton to the said Committee 
and with power to report from time to time, reported that the Committee 
had gone through the Bill to make provision for the legal proof and pre- 
servation thereof, of certain informal marrtages had, antertor to a cer- 
tain date therein menttoned, before Justices of the Peace and others, in 
the Infertor District of Gaspé, as ratified by Act of the Legislature 
of Lower Canada, but whereof no register or records have been kept, and 
for recording the same, tneluding also certain births or baptisms, and 
burtals tn the satd Dtstrtet; and had made several amendments thereto, 
whteh amendments were again read at the Clerk's table. 


(For the said Report, see Appendix Y.) 


Ordered, That the said Bill and Report be committed to a Comnittee of 
the whole House, on Thursday next. 


Printed. Ordered, That the satd Report, evidences and Appendix 
to the same, be printed for the use of the Mem- 
bers of thts House. 


Oxford Mr. Chauveau, Chatrman of the Select Committee 
Election. appotnted to try the merits of the Petttton of the 


Honourable Francis Hineks, of the City of Montreal, 
complatning of the undue Election and Return of Robert Riddell, Esqutre, 
Sttting Member for the County of Oxford, reported, that, pursuant to 
adjournment, the Committee met at nine o'clock thts day; but tn con- 
sequence of the absence of Mr. Lantter, a Member of the Committee, they 
were unable to proceed to business. 


Member to Ordered, That Mr. Lantter, Member for the County of 
attend tn Vaudreuil, do attend in hts place in thts House, 
hts_place. at the next sttting thereof. 

Railway Bilts. The Honourable Mr. Robinson, from the Select Com- 


mittee on Ratlroad Bills, presented to the House the 
Third Report of the satd Committee, which was again read at the Clerk's 
table, and ts as followeth:-- 


Report. Your Committee have examined the Bill to amend an 
Act passed in the 8th year of Her Majesty's Reign, 
Toronto_and intituled, "An Act to amend an Act passed in the stxth 
Lake Huron year of the Retgn of His late Majesty King William the 
Ratlroad. Fourth, entitled, 'An Act to tneorporate the City of 


Toronto and Lake Huron Railroad Company,'" with cer- 
tain amendments, which they submit to your Honourable House. 


St. Lawrence Your Committee have also examined the Bill, to 
and Atlantic amend the Act incorporating "the St. Lawrence and 


1052 


Ratlroad. Atlantic Railroad Company," and recommend the same 
for the favourable consideration of your Honourable 
House, without any amendment. 


On motion of the Honourable Mr. Soltettor General Sherwood, seconded 
by the Honourable Mr. Robinson, 


Toronto Resolved, That this House do now resolve ttself tnto 
and Lake a Committee of the whole House, on the Btll to 
Huron Ratl- amend an Act passed in the 8th year of Her 

road. Majesty's Retgn, tntttuled, "An Act to amend an 


Act passed in the stxth year of the Retgn of Hts 

Late Majesty, King Wtlltam the Fourth, intituled, 'An Act to tnecorpor- 
ate the Ctty of Toronto and Lake Huron Railroad Company,'" as reported 
by the Seleet Committee on Railroads. 

The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Committee. 

Mr. DeWitt took the Chatr of the Committee, and after some ttme spent 
theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 

And Mr. DeWitt reported that the Comnittee had gone through the Bill, 
and had made several amendments thereto, whitch amendments were again read 
at the Clerk's table, and agreed to by the House. 


Ordered, That the said Btll, as amended, be Engrossed. 


On motton of the Honourable Mr. Moffatt, seconded by Mr. Macdonald, 
of Cornwall, 


St. Lawrence Resolved, That thts House do now resolve ttself into 
and Atlantic a Committee of the whole House, on the Btll to 
Ratlroad Bill. amend the Act tnecorporating "the St. Lawrence and 


Atlantic Railroad Company," as reported by the 

Select Committee on Ratlroads. 

The House accordingly resolved ttself into the said Committee. 

Mr. Desaulmers took the Chatr of the Committee, and after some time 
spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 

And Mr. Desaulniers reported that the Committee had gone through the 
Btll, and had made an amendment thereto, whteh he was directed to report 
to the House, whenever it shall be pleased to recetve the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


West Halton Mr, Willtans, Chatrman of the Select Commtttee 
Electton. appotnted to enqutre into the merits of the Petition 
of James Durand, Esquire, complatning of the undue 
Election and Return of James Webster, Esquire, the Sitting Member for 
the West Riding of the County of Halton, reported to the House the fol- 
lowing Resolutions: 
1. Resolved, That the evtdence taken under the Commtssion, in the 
matter of the Contested Election for the West Riding of the 
County of Halton, cannot be received by this Committee for the 
want of observance by the Commisstoners of the provtstons of the 
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Statute regulating and providing for the adjournments and pro- 
eeedings of the satd Comntsstoners. 

2. Resolved, That the Commissioners are guilty of a neglect of their 
duty for having, in the course of their proceedings as Commission- 
ers, adjourned contrary to the provisions of the law. 


Leave _to Ordered, That the satd Committee have leave to ad- 
adjourn. gourn unttl Wednesday, the stxth day of May next, 


at ten o'clock in the forenoon; they being unable 
at present to proceed with the tnvesttgatton for want of evtdence. 
(184) 
On motton of the Honourable Mr. Solicitor General Sherwood, seconded 
by Mr. Meyers, 


Address, Fees, Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His 
éc., Clerk of Excellency, the Governor General, praying that 
the Crown, His Excelleney will be pleased to cause to be 
Cs Cae) latd before this House, a statement of all Fees 


and Emoluments, of what kind or nature soever, 
recetved for the year 1845, by the Clerk of the Crown in that part of 
this Provinee formerly called Upper Canada, together with a statement 
of the number of Clerks employed tn his office during the satd year, 
with thetr respective salartes. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency, the Gov- 
ernor General, by such Members of thts House, as are of the Honour- 
able the Executtve Counctl of thts Province. 


On motton of the Honourable Mr. Baldwin, seconded by Mr. Price, 


Crown Lands Resolved, That this House ts of opinion that such an 
Of fice. alteratton should be made in the extsting regu- 


lattons in the Crown Lands Office, as will enable 
parttes buytng land from the ortginal purchasers, of any quantity not 
less than fifty acres, to have their purchases recognized, and on pro- 
ductton of the proper asstgnments and tender of the sums due upon such 
porttons of land, that transfers to the asstgnees be made in the books 
of the Department, and that deeds, in the due course of time, be tssued 
to them. 


On motton of Mr. Lesaimers, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Later- 
rtére, 
Instructton Ordered, That it be an Instructton to the Select Com- 
to Comnittee. mittee, to whtch was referred the Btll to divide 

the Munictpality of Hochelaga tnto five distinct 

Muntctpalittes, and further to provide for the support of Schools and 
the management of local affairs therein, to constder the expedtency of 
introductng tnto the satd Bill, one or more clauses to erect the Ban- 
Lteue of Three Rivers into a separate Municipality, in conformity with 
the Report of the Standing Committee on Private Bills. 


Message from A Message from the Legislative Counetl, by John 
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Legislattve -  Fennings Taylor, Esquire, one of the Masters tn Chan- 
Counetl. cery. 

Leslte's Re- MR. SPEAKER, 

bief Bitty The Legtslative Counctl have passed the Bill, tn- 


tittuled, "An Act to tndemntfy Anthony Lesite, Inspec- 
tor of Licenses, for having in tgnorance of the Law, voted at the late 
Eleetton for the County of Lanark," without any amendment. 
And then he wtthdrew. 


Montreal Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Moffatt have leave 
Sisters of to bring tn a Btll to authorize the Community of 
Charity Bill. the Ststers of Chartty of the General Hosp~tal, 


Montreal (Grey Muns,) to sell or altenate their 
property sttuated on Potnt @ Calltére, in the etty of Montreal, and to in- 
vest the capttal price or prices thereof tn the other Real and Immoveable 
Property. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a second time 
on Wednesday next. 


Montreal Ordered, That the Bill to tneorporate the "Montreal 

Gas: BLL. Consumers Gas Company," be read a second ttme on 
Monday next. 

Member added Ordered, That Mr. Desaulnters be added to the Select 

to Committee. Committee to whitch was referred the Bill to divide 


the muntctpaltty of Hochelaga tnto ftve distinct 
Munictpaltties, and further to provide for the support of Schools and the 
management of local affairs therein. 





Leave_of Ordered, That Mr. Bouthtllter have leave to absent 
Absence. himself from this House during ten days, on ac- 
count of tll health. 
Member ex- The Order of the Day, that Louts Lacoste, Es- 
cused for not quire, Member for the County of Chambly, who was ab- 
attending sent yesterday from the Committee appointed to try the 
Electton merits of the Petttton of James Durand, Esqutre, 
Committee. complaining of the undue Election and Return of James 


Webster, Esquire, Sitting Member for the West Riding 
of the County of Halton, do attend in his place in this House to-day, 
being read; 

On motton of Mr. Chabot, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Laterrtére, 


Resolved, That Mr. Lacoste be excused his non-attendance, for the reasons 
assigned by the said Select Committee on applytng for leave to adjourn 
thetr proceedings. 


Albton Mr. Jobin, from the Committee of the whole House 

Road Bilt. on the Btll to tncorporate certain persons under the 
name of the Albton Road Company, reported, according 

to order, the amendments made by the Committee to the satd Btll, whtch amend- 

ments were again read at the Clerk's table, and agreed to by the House. 


Ordered, That the satd Bill, as amended, be Engrossed. 
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Ntagara_Sus- Mr. Hall, from the Committee of the whole House 
penston Bridge on the Bill for erecting an International Bridge over 
BULL. the Niagara River, at or near the Falls of Niagara, 


reported, according to order, the amendments made by 
the Committee to the said Bill, whtch amendments were again read at the 
Clerk's table, and agreed to by the House. 


Ordered, That the satd Bill, as amended, be Engrossed. 


Cobourg Ratl- Mr. Chauveau, from the Committee of the whole 
road *BLLe. House on the Bill to revive and amend the Act of 


Upper Canada, tneorporating the "Cobourg Ratlroad 
Company," and for other purposes therein mentioned, reported, according 
to order, the amendments made by the Committee to the satd Bill, whtch 
amendments were again read at the Clerk's table, and agreed to by the 
House. 


" 


Ordered, That the satd Bill, as amended, be Engrossed. 





Jewish Per- The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
suaston Bill, the Bill to amend the Act of Lower Canada therein men- 
(DeeE) tioned, extending certain privileges to persons of 


the Jewtsh persuaston, betng read; 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and referred to the Standing 
Committee on Private Btlls. 


Shertffs' Sales The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
She ey OND) the Bill for empowering Sheriffs tn Lower Canada to 


make judtetal sales by licttatton, betng read;1 


MR. CHRISTIE, in the absence of Mr. Aylwin, moved the second reading 
of the bill, "to empower Sheriffs to make certain Judicial Sales," he 
stated that this bill was prepared by Chief Justice Vallieres de St. 
Real, and he had such confidence in this gentleman's legal talent, that 
he had no hesitation, though unacquainted with its details, to move the 
second reading. 2 


MR. CHABOT, was opposed to the principle of this bill, but as the 
introducer of it was absent he would postpone his opposition until a 
future occasion. 3 


(184) 

The satd Bill was accordingly read, and referred to a Select Com- 
mittee, composed of Mr. Christte, the Honourable Mr. Aylwin, Mr. Solt- 
ettor General Taschereau, Mr. Chabot, and Mr. Drummond, to report there- 
on wtth all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, 
and records. 


Quebec St. The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
George's So- the Bill to tncorporate the St. George's Soctety of 
etety Bill. Quebec, being read; 


MR. CHABOT moved the second reading of the bill). 


MR. MOFFATT spoke against the policy of incorporating such societ- 
ies, their funds might be vested in trustees, and all the desired ends 
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thus gained. 6 


DR. NELSON supported the motion. He conceived the St. George's, St. 
Patrick's, and St. John Baptist's Societies, to be all charitable and 
valuable institutions; of the good done by the first named association, 
especially to emigrants, he could speak from his own experience. The 
Odd Fellows' Society was another of these institutions, even more valu- 
able than the others, for it embraced all men of all origins and classes, 
provided only that they wished to do good. And that they did do so, he 
knew from personal experience. He would mention one instance of a gen- 
tleman who had only joined the society for a very few weeks, but who 
happened to die leaving a wife in a state of poverty. The society pzid 
all the funeral expenses, and granted a pension of $150 per annum to 
the widow. For these reasons he would vote for the bill now before the 
House. On a previous evening he had voted against the Odd Fellows' Bill 
because he had not heard the preceding argument./ 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD was opposed to granting acts of Incorporation 
to all who asked for them, the practice was becoming a serious abuse, 
and he would vote against every incorporation that had not in view some 
great public improvement. 


The bill was ((also)) opposed by MESSRS. BERTHELOT, CAUCHON, MOF- 
FATT, ... and several other gentlemen, on the ground that such a society 
might very well perform its charitable functions without an act of in- 
corporation. 


MR. BOULTON said, the St. George's society of Quebec was a wealthy 
society, and was the means of doing a great deal of good to poor emi- 
grants; all the society required was power to hold a piece of land in 
the neighbourhood of that City and to erect thereon a building to shelter 
the objécts of sits charity.10 


(184) 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and referred to the Standing 
Committee on Private Btlls. 


(185) 
Universaltsts The Order of the Day for the second reading of the 
Retief Bil. Bill to afford reltef to the Reltgtous Soetety denom- 
tnating themselves "The Chrtsttan Untversaltst Assoct- 
ation of Canada West," being read;11 


MESSRS. BOULTON and SHERWOOD wished to know what were the tenets of 
this body, and whether it had regularly ordained Ministers to perform 
the ceremonies of baptism and marriage which it wished to have the pri- 
vilege of doing .12 


MR. MCCONELL said there was a large number of this sect in his 
county, and they were very respectable people. Their doctrine was a 
very comfortable onel3. ((They)) profess a belief in the universal 
salvation of the human race.l4 They believe that Christ died for all, 
that his atonement was for all, and that their sins would be punished 
in this world.15 
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MR. MURNEY, gave the society an excellent character; its prevailing 
characteristic was an extraordinary faith in the atonement of the 
Saviour .16 


MR. DRUMMOND expressed his surprise that any member of that House 
should think it necessary to enquire into the doctrines professed by 
people who asked for nothing more than to be placed on an equality with 
their fellow countrymen. It ought to be enough for that House that 
these people were a numerous and respectable body.17 


MR. MOFFATT having ascertained that the Universalists had no places 
of worship, opposed the bill on that ground, because he considered that 
it was not right to allow people to keep registers whose organization 
afforded so little security for their permanent establishment.1 


(185) 
The satd Bill was accordingly read, and ordered to be Engrossed. 


Saguenay The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
PrlebesBel ls the Bill to make spectal provtston for the Pilotage of 


vessels bound to the River Saguenay, being read; 

The satd Bill was accordingly read, and committed to a Committee of 
the whole House. 

Mr. Colville took the Chatr of the Committee, and after some time 
spent therein, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 

And Mr. Colville reported that the Committee had gone through the 
Bill, and had made several amendments thereto, whtch he was dtrected 
to report to the House whenever tt shall be pleased to receive the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be received to-morrow. 


Dumfrtes The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
Road) BLtl. the Btll to vest in James K. Andrews, a certain allow- 





anee of Road tn the Townshtp of Dumfries, tn the Dis- 

trict of Gore, betng read; 

The satd Bill was accordingly read, and committed to a Committee of 
the whole House. 

Mr. Christte took the Chair of the Committee, and after some time 
spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 

And Mr. Chrtstte reported that the Comnittee had gone through the 
Bill, wtthout making any amendment thereto, and the Report was again 
read at the Clerk's table. 


Ordered, That the said Bill be Engrossed. 


Notartal Pro- The Order of the Day for the House tn Committee 
fesston Bill, on the Bill for the better regulation of the Notartal 
Gi Oee Profession in Lower Canada, being read; 





The House accordingly resolved itself into the said 
Committee. 
Mr. Exmatinger took the Chatr of the Committee and after some twme 
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spent therein, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 

And Mr. Ermatinger reported that the Committee had gone through the 
Bill, and had made several amendments thereto, whtch he was dtreeted to 
report to the House, whenever tt shall be pleased to receive the same. 


Ordered, That the Report be received to-morrow. 


Regtstry Laws The Order of the Day for the House in Committee 
Brit. (Us C.) on the Btll to consolidate and amend the Regtstry 


Laws of Upper Canada, betng read; 
The House accordingly resolved ttself into the satd Committee. 
Mr. M'Connell took the Chatr of the Comnittee,! 


MR. SOL. GEN. SHERWOOD. - The House decided, when in committee on 
a previous occasion that the registration should be, memorial instead 
of Registering the Deed at full length. The only alterations that have 
been made ... ((are)) to accommodate the bill to this decision. 29 


MR. BALDWIN, was opposed to obliging the Registrars ((to)) reside 
in the county. The registrar of the county of Simcoe will be affected 
by this bill; if he would move across the road he would be in the county. 
No inconvenience has resulted from his non residence; for his office is 
one of the best kept in the province. 

ae moved that the words resident in the county, should be struck 
out. 


MR. MURNEY. - Thought that this was one of the most important and 
valuable features in the bill. The registrar of the county of Hasting 
has not been in the county for 20 years, and even since 1832, the office 
has been in such a bad state, that we have been obliged this session to 
legislate with respect to it.22 


MR. THOMPSON. - It appeared to him that the Registrar ought to re- 
side not only in the county, but also in the county town, and that they 
should also be obliged to build an office with fire proof vaults at 
their own expence; and they should hold office at the pleasure of the 
executive. If the present incumbents did not wish to keep their of- 
fices on these conditions, there would be plenty of applications for 
their situations. - He mentioned an instance of a vacant Registrarship 
having been refused to a gentleman, who had offered to build an office 
with fire proof vaults, and given to a favourite of the Government 
and now the county is to be put to the expense of building re 


The motion was lost.24 


(185) 
and after some ttme spent theretn, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; 
And Mr. M'Connell reported that the Committee had made some pro- 
gress, and had directed him to move for leave to stt agatn. 


Ordered, That the satd Committee have leave to sit agatn on Tuesday 
next. 
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Orders Post- Ordered, That the remaining Orders of the Day be 
poned. postponed until to-morrow. 


Then, on motton of Mr. Gowan, seconded by Mr. Chauveau, 
The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX, 30 APRIL 1846. 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: BOARD OF WORKS.)) 2° 


MR. HALL - moved to refer the report of the Commission appointed to 
enquire into the proceedings of the Board of Works, and the report of 
the Board of the Works to a select Committee. 26 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH objected to the motion - firstly, upon the ground 
that27 it meant to take the disposition of the Board of Works out of 
the hands of the Government, who alone were, as they Sees to be, 28 en- 
tirely29 responsible for the conduct of the department; 0 and secondly, 
because no notice of the motion had been given. He assured the hon. 
member that3! the government have not been neglecting the question of 
the state of the Board of Works,32 ((they)) had a measure in preparation 
on the subject,33 ((and)) would be prepared to give to the House an ex- 
pression of opinion on this matter in a few days.34 ((He)) requested 
that this motion might be allowed to stand till next day as a notice. 


MR. HALL had no objection to leave the question in the hands of 
the Government, and was glad to hear that it had at length endeavoured 
to take action upon it. It was of the greatest importance that the 
doings of the Board should be enquired into. He (Mr. H.) could say 
that there was a statement in the Report 36 of the Chairman3/ of the 
Board in reference to the county to which he belonged, which was false.38 


MR. WILLIAMS, I say the same.39 


MR. HALL did not desire to run counter to the Government, or to em- 
barrass them in any way in regard to the measure they intended to in- 
troduce, and he would therefore change his motion to a notice.40 


MR. ROBINSON said, that in seconding the motion before the House, 
he had not had the slightest intention of embarrassing the Government, 
but it was with the intention of calling the attention of the Govern- 
ment to the necessity of a change in the system of the Board of Works; 
he would not allude at all to the persons composing it, and he thought 
he would be able to convince the Government of the necessity for such 
a change. In 1841, the sum of £30,000 had been voted for his district, 
but as no works had been commenced up to the time he took office, the 
first thing he did, on entering into the Government was to make enquir- 
ies respecting the expenditure of this sum, but a short act was intro- 
duced and passed last session to relieve doubts as to the expenditure 
of these 30,000, and it was perfectly well understood by himself, the 
Chairman of the Board of Works, and the Government, that the sum of 
£9000 should be spent4l in Simcoe42, 


"Hear, hear," from MR. LAFONTAINE. 43 


MR. ROBINSON ((continued:)) But instead of that, only £1,70044 
had been laid out there, Ia great part of the remainder had been de- 
voted to the improvement of Yonge Street.46 Nor would he have com- 
plained if that road had been properly attended to,4/’ ((for)) even the 


1061 


Yonge street road was of great importance to his constituents in enabling 
them to reach market. He had himself offered to show every foot of the 
route to the engineer, and having done so, requested him to advertise for 
Tenders for the Work, but was told that it could not be done without or- 
ders from his superior. This was in June, and one of the finest seasons 
that could be for carrying on the work, but from that time, until the 
rainy season, in October, nothing was done, but writing backwards and 
forwards, and at length he (Mr. R) received a very civil answer in reply 
to some of his letters, that his suggestions were complied with, and 

the work was commenced, but48 the heavy rains ... had so spoiled the 
work on the four miles on which contracts had been taken, that they were 
rendered49 so impassable, that his constituents could not reach market, 
and there are statements now before the Government, shewing that some 

of them had lost from three to five thousand pounds290 in consequence. 

He repeated that his intention was not to embarrass the Government, but 
to have this subject brought before a committee, where he and his brother 
members, including some members of the Administration might consult on 
the subject. 1 He did not blame the Chairman or any member of that 
Board, but believed it was the malconstruction of that Board which led 
to these evils. He believed nothing would benefit the Government more 
than an enquiry, and the remedying of this defect.22 To show the im- 
mense expense incurred in the surveys of this Board,23 to show fully 

his object, he would beg hon. members to look at that part of the report 
respecting his county, and they would find>4 that £824 had been ex- 
pended on one of these roads in engineering alone, out of which not 

less than £39 18s. 4d., had been laid out for postage -2> and every one 
did not know what good might be done even with £40 in the back roads of 
the Province. (Hear, hear. )26 ((This)) sum ... might have been used 

to effect substantial improvements.°/ All he required was the adoption 
of some system, in order to repress this extravagance, and if a local 
board were appointed in any part of the Province where any specific sum 
was to be laid out, he felt confident it would go a great way towards 
effecting his object; he had recommended it last year, and if his re- 
commendation had been followed, the road would have been finished by 
this time.58 


MR. CHAUVEAU complained that no money had been expended in Lower 
Canada. 29 


MR. CAUCHON was speaking to the question in French60, 


He was interrupted by MR. GOWAN who advised him not to enter into 
a discussion of the Board of Works now, but wait until the bill promised 
by the Government should be introduced. 61 


MR. CAUCHON said, the Government had made so many promises which 
they had not kept, that he no longer put very great faith in them. He 
then went on to say that©2 the enormous excess of the expenditure over 
the estimates on public works, showed either that the President of 
the Board of Works was63 incapable for his situation, or he had wil- 
fully misled the House.°4 He held Mr. Killaly unfit for his situation, 
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his estimates of expenditure being almost always incorrect, when he es- 
timated that a work would cost of £200,000, it generally turned out that 
it cost double or treble that sum. (Hear.)®5 This was too great a dif- 
ference to be accounted for in any other way . 66 When the President of 
the Board of Works made great promises of deepening and widening the 
Channel of Lake St. Peter, it must be evident to every one that the money 
was uselessly thrown away, 7 no advantage could be gained from it, the 
water was so stagnant, 08 ((and)) too deep and the current too rapid to 
effect the object proposed. It was useless to try and force it into 
crooked channels. Why was the work continued?/9 


MR. AYLWIN. - For Captain Vaughan. /1 


MR. CAUCHON ... was not opposed to ameliorations, he would be glad 
to see the St. Lawrence so much improved that sea going vessels might 
reach the Upper Lakes, but when money was thrown away as in Lake St. 
Peter, he would wish the Government ((would)) make some inquiry, and 
see whether Mr. Killaly was really incompetent to perform his duties 
and if so impose some check upon the vast expenditure of the cirepanok! 


MR. WILLIAMS — said, that by referring to the report of the Board, 
hon. members would observe that there had been a project to connect Lake 
Ontario with Rice Lake by a road/3 only ten miles and a half in length, 
for which the house had appropriated a sum of money. The road was to 
be macadamized. Now at this moment, on the north end of the road, that 
was to say the Rice Lake end, the line was graded but not macadamized; 
and the other end was neither macadamized nor graded. /4 Not ten days 
since he had enquired of the Ministry whether an order had been given 
to levy tolls on this road in its incomplete state, and he had then 
stated that the northern end of this road was graded but not macadamized 
and about a mile and a half of the southern end neither graded nor maca- 
damized. The Government had then informed him that no such order had 
been made, but what was his astonishment to find in the report in his 
hands, /? this short notice: —- "The Ontario and Rice Lake Road is com- 
pleted." That was all the notice taken of it./6 He repeated that the 
northern and southern ends were not finished and the report was there- 
fore incorrect. (Hear, hear.) 


MR. BALDWIN - said, that before the motion was withdrawn, he would 
call the attention of the House to a work, respecting which he had 
laid on the table a great number of petitions both last Session, and 
the present Session, and which was second in importance to none of the 
second class works in the Province, he referred to the Scugog/8 and 
Narrows Bridge’? Road (hear, hear) respecting the progress of which 
he had wished to obtain some information, but had not demanded it from 
the Government, as many hon. members had done so and were uniformly 
told they would receive a satisfactory statement in the report of the 
Board of Works. However he had nothing to do with the Board of Works, 
it was the Executive he would hold responsible, it was their duty to 
investigate the conduct of their servants and if they were found in- 
competent for the discharge of their duties, then they should appoint 
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others. He did not care what commissions they chose to issue to in- 
quire into the proceedings of the different departments, although it 
might appear a little strange to do so, but whoever the Commissioners 
might be, or whatever might be their duties, he would, according to 
English practice, hold the Executive responsible for the outlay of the 
public money, and the progress of the public works.80 That road had 
been mentioned in the Report of the Board of Works in81 November 1844, 
and when of course the preliminary investigation must have been gone 
through, 82 and the recommendation contained in that report had been 
adopted by the Administration, who had recommended the making of the 
road, because, in the words of the Report, "it would open up the finest 
imaginable section of the country, and facilitate the approach to the 
Great West"83 the Government ... had last Session passed a vote of 
£2,000 for the purpose of making this survey. Well after that, what 
would hon. members suppose was the action of the Board and the Admin- 
istration with respect to84 carry((ing)) out the intentions of the 
Legislature? They sent Mr. Lyons85, an engineer86, to survey the road, 
and plans were prepared by that gentleman;°/ and as was always the case 
and always will be the case, whatever route is selected private inter- 
ests will recommend another line, and he (Mr. B.) became the organ of 
communication with the Government, forwarding petitions from that part 
of the country, and he could have hoped that after having lost all sum- 
mer, he would hear something of the survey in the report of the Board. 
Now he would trouble hon. members to look at what the report did say88 
upon the subject:-- 

"Early in the past year the Superintendent of the Works in this 
District received instructions to make a careful examination of the 
line of country, existing Roads, &c/., to enable him to report to the 
Board his opinion as to the route to be adopted; he accordingly fur- 
nished a Map, Report and Estimate, for the construction of a Road in the 
line which, in his judgement (sic) was most eligible. Against this line 
several strong memorials and remonstrances were presented, and although 
founded, as I conceive, on local interests, it has been thought advis- 
able to suspend any expenditure, and to lay the documents before the 
Legislature for their decision."89 He must say that was nothing less 
than an attempt at a return to the old system of jobbing?9, as if the 
House was a Board to decide on questions which pertained solely to the 
professional character of the department of Public Works.91 Hon. mem- 
bers of the Administration might smile, but he would tell them that it 
was their duty to force the Board of Works to give a satisfactory re- 
port, and it was them he would hold responsible for the execution of 
those works, 22 ((not)) its President.93 It was their duty to prevent 
any of this jobbing and not leave things to a system of hocus pocus. 94 
He disapproved of the conduct of the Administration in appointing a 
Committee to enquire into the proceedings of one of its own depart- 
ments, and he looked upon the Report of that Committee as a parcel of 
stuff. Still he should vote against the motion if it were intended 
to be seriously pressed, because he agreed with the hon. member for 
Missisquoi that the House could not step into removing the responsibi- 
lity from the Administration.?> And this brought him to a question he 
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was anxious to ask the hon. member for Peterborough, it was whether in 
making his motion he had the intention of referring the report to a Com- 
‘mittee in order to adjudicate on all these matters. 


MR. ROBINSON - In the absence of the hon. member would answer for 
him, that such was not his intention, but merely to bring the report 
before the House. ?/ 


MR. BALDWIN. - If such had been the object, he would say that the 
Government should take the initiative in it, and see that every public 
servant did his duty, and if he were incompetent give some reason why 
he was continued in his situation. He would set aside the commissions 
altogether, he would hold the Administration responsible - the hon. mem- 
ber for Three Rivers smiled, he did not know whether it was in assent or 
dissent, if the latter it placed him (Mr. B.) in a great dilemma as he 
received a smile of approval from the hon. Attorney General, and a smile 
of dissent from the hon. President of the Council, a fresh proof of the 
unanimity existing in the Cabinet (hear, hear.) 98 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. VIGER - made ... ((a)) remark?9, 


MR. BALDWIN - was perfectly satisfied as he did not wish to misinter- 
pret even the smiles of the hon. member. He would merely say in conclu- 
sion that he hoped the Government would come before the House speedily 
and deal with this subject as it deserved ,100 


MR. GOWAN - said this appeared to be a smiling subject to the hon. 
member for the Fourth Riding, and when comparing the smiles of the hon. 
member for Three Rivers, with the smiles of the hon. Attorney General, 
it struck him (Mr. G.) that the hon. member in some respects resembled 
a certain lady who could have been very happy with either of her lovers 
if the other was away. His sentiments with respect to the Board of 
Works were not at all altered since last Session, when he had charged 
the Board with serious offences, offences of an aggravated nature, and 
the Government had then promised that Commissioners should be appointed 
to investigate into the allegations made against it. With respect to 
what had fallen from the hon. member for the Fourth Riding he must say 
he was delighted with his speech, when he remembered with what ability 
the hon. member had defended Mr. Killaly last Session, and he was glad 
to hear that hon. member say the Government must be held responsible for 
the proceedings of the Board of Works. In his opinion there were facts 
stated in the report of that Board which called loudly for the dismissal 
of the officer at its head, and he wondered that the Government had 
dealt with him so leniently hitherto. What did that report show?l0l Tt 
was shown that £9,000 had been voted for building lighthouses, and mak- 
ing roads thereto; but it appeared that the President of the Board had 
taken upon himself the responsibility without the sanction of any auth- 
ority of granting that sum as a loan to the Cobourg Harbour Company .102 
He had also expended without any authority, the enormous sum of £50,000 
in making a cut to let the water in from Lake Erie to the Welland Cana1193 , 
((and)) the expenditure had exceeded the estimates by half a million. 
All these facts in his opinion called loudly for inquiry.10 Several 
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large sums had been voted for works in the Townships, and the members 

from that section of the country had good reason to complain that nothing 
had as yet been done in carrying out the objects for which they were made.105 
Yet he thought that circumstance, of itself, afforded a sufficient explana- 
tion of the delay. Ministers found the funds insufficient for all the 
works; they had therefore, to decide which were the most important, 106 
((and)) it must be remembered that the improvement of the St. Lawrence 
navigation was of the greatest importance, and when the expenditure had 
exceeded the estimates, he thought the Government or the Board of Works 
whichever it was, was justified in making a selection, in order to 

carry that work on. 


MR. LAFONTAINE. — You will always get votes, 108 


MR. GOWAN continued - He sincerely hoped the Administration would, 
and for his part he had no doubt of it. But returning to the question, 
he would say that the conduct of Mr. Killaly was totally indefensible, 
and when he spoke of that gentleman, it must borne in mind that he (Mr. 
K.) had stated to a committee that he had no Board, that he was in fact 
the Board itself, and consequently was alone answerable for its proceed- 
ings. He could not conceive that the Government could any longer 
continue that officer in their employ after the gross incapacity he had 
shown, 119 After stating that he had interrupted Mr. Cauchon in order 
to remind him that the Government had promised to bring in a bill to re- 
model the Board, he advised Mr. Hall to withdraw his motion, and wait 
till the bill was introduced.tl 


MR. BALDWIN said his views were not at all changed since the last 
Session, he was still ready to support the view then taken by him: that 
the Administration was answerable to the House for the Board of Works, 
and not the President of that Board.112 


MR. LAFONTAINE spoke at considerable length in French.113 ((He) ) 
said that the Board of Works was part of the machinery by which the in- 
convenience of a state of Bankruptcy was transferred from ae Canada 
to the United Province, and affirmed that, in his opinionll the report 
of the Chairman of the Board of Works was all bosh, but Mr, Killalyll> 
was the victim of the vicious system introduced in 1841.116 tt was the 
machinery of the Board which was defective, and the Administration was 
responsible for the acts of the Board.11’? He also complained that the 
Ministry had come down last Session to ask for appropriations for roads 
through the Eastern Townships and ... other places, when they knew that 
they had not one sou in their coffers. He conceived they had taken 
that unjustifiable course in order to gain a few votes.tl So long as 
the Government had money to give away they would have the support of 
such men as Mr. M'Connell. He also wished to know if it was the inten- 
tion of the Government to prorogue the House at the end of 15 days .119 





MR. MCCONNELL said his name had been called in question by the hon. 
member for Terrebonne, who, if he understood him rightly, had said that 
as long as money could be procured from he (sic) Government, 20 there 
would be votes from the Eastern Townships, and from himself, as one of 
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the members for that part of the country.121 


MR. LAFONTAINE had not said exactly that, but he was prepared to 
adopt the sentiments.122 (Hear, hear.)12 


MR. MCCONNELL thought the hon. member, then, had made a most unwar- 
rantable assertion; for his own part he was quite ready to explain! 24 why 
he voted with the Government.1!25 The people of that part of the country 
of which he was the representative, had supported Mr. LaFontaine and his 
party for many years; he had himself done so from conscientious motives, 
a native born Canadian he had followed him because he considered the 
course he took the right course, and he had not left him until he found 
that he had plunged the country into a state of Rebellion. (Loud 
cheers. ) 126 


Hear, hear, from MR. LAFONTAINE!2/, 


MR. MCCONNELL ((resumed:)) And into all the calamities which were 
its necessary concomitants!28, Nay even after that, considering that he 
had not calculated on or desired such a result, as had come about, he 
still gave him his supportl29 because he thought ... ((his)) motives 
good130, But when her (sic) saw him come into power , 131 when he found 
they were going the old bad road,132 and the like results were about to 
follow, (Loud Cheers)133- 


Hear, hear, from MR. LAFONTAINEL34, 


MR. MCCONNELL ((continued:)) When he saw attempts madé to do away 
with the prerogative of the Crown - (Loud Cheers)13 (and laughter)13 - 
and to force into obedience the best of Governors, (Vehement cheering) - 
thenl37 he and his friends determined to give them upl38 ((and)) trans- 
ferred ... ((their)) support to the present Administrationl39. He would 
for the future support the existing Ministry so long as they proposed 
good measures, but he scorned the insinuation of mercenary motives that 
had been thrown out against himl40 ((and he)) cast back the imputation 
of the member for Terrebonne. 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY was glad to hear two admissions made by the 
member for Terrebonnel42, first ... the remark that the Board of Works 
was not to blame, but the Administration under which it acted. His 
reason for that was that he had had some compunction about framing the 
report, because he feared it pressed too hard upon a gentleman who not 
being in the House would have no opportunity of defending himself; but 
as both sides of the House agreed that the Government was the responsi- 
ble party, he would merely declare that!43 when the proper time came, 
he should be prepared to show why that report was unsatisfactory; for 
the responsibility the present Government was quite willing to assume 
their share, - he hoped the Administrations of 1841 to 1843 were equally 
willing to bear theirs.144 we also thanked the hon. gentleman for say- 
ing that the report was all "bosh" - he thought that was the word. When 
the ante came he should be prepared to prove the allegations contained 
ry ate 
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MR. AT. GEN. SMITH would not at that moment blame or defend the Board 
of Works, because he took the real question to be whether the House would 
sanction the principle of appointing a Committee to enquire into a depart- 
ment of the Government.!46 ((He)) admitted at once the responsibility 
of the Administration for the proceedings of the Board of Works; there 
could not be the slightest doubt of that. But if he remembered right, 
by the law of 1841, which established the Board, the Chairman is bound 
to send in his report of the duties which devolve upon him within fif- 
teen days after the opening of the session, and when the question came 
before the House at the proper time, he would show that the Chairman 
was alone responsible for the report. The report of the Board, he was 
well aware, was made to the Executive, but he wished to know if they dif- 
fered from the Board in opinion, could they prevent the report being laid 
before the Legislature? The reading of the law, he thought, would fully 
bear him out, that the Executive was the channel of communication, but 
they had no power to withhold the report.14/ 


"Certainly."148 


MR. AT. GEN. SMITH ((resumed:)) The Chairman of the Board is alone 
responsible for itl49, He would not at that time either blame or defend 
that gentleman because this was not the proper time to do so.150 It is 
not in the power of the Administration to control one single item which 
... ((the report)) contains, but ((they)) are bound to maintain it in 
the House as being the work of one of their servants, and if they cannot 
justify him and justify themselves, then they must take a different course,151 
He should when the motion came up resist it on the principle that it was 
not in the power of that House to appoint a Committee to investigate the 
conduct of a public department, or a public officer. He would ... now, 
merely ... ((confine)) himself to opposing the present motion on the prin- 
ciple that it was entirely subversive of the existing system of Govern- 
ment. As to the question which had arisen, as to the responsibility of 
the Government for the acts of the Board, he declined to enter into a dis- 
cussion now, but on another occasion, he will do so fullyl>3. He might, 
however, advert to one thing - it was that the Province was in debt to 
the amount of £3,000,000, but that was not properly the fault either of 
the existing Administration or the preceding one,+ 4 but principally of 
that of 1841,155 ((The)) effects will be felt for years hereafter; but 
if a debt exists now, yet he hoped in a few years if no accident occurs, 
our revenues will be in such a flourishing condition, that we may be 
enabled to pay it all off; putl56 each of those Administrations must 
take their own share of the responsibility ... in a manly straight- 
forward manner!57 as hel58 and ((his)) colleagues were!59 prepared to 
do. As the honble. member for Terrebonne had asked, which he had a per- 
fect right to do, whether it was the intention of the Government to pro- 
rogue within fifteen days, he would tell them that it was not their in- 
tention to prorogue within fifteen days; but as soon as their measures 
passed through the House. He would again say that the motion now before 
the House, involved a vital principle of the Government, and he felt 
bound to oppose it. 
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MR. BERTHELOT mentioned that he had always opposed the establishment 
of the Board of Works, because he thought it calculated to promote jobs. 
He also complained of the extravagant and useless expenditure on Lake 
St. Peter, which, he said, would make us become ridiculous - of all pos- 
sible calamities the most disastrous. (Laughter. )161 


MR. HALL consented to allow his motion to stand over as a notice.162 


FOOTNOTES - 30 APRIL 1846. 
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The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 30 April 1846, 
incorrectly dated as 1 May, and PILOT, 5 May 1846, in identical 
accounts. 

MIRROR, 30 April 1846, incorrectly dated as 1 May. 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 

2 May 1846; and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 4 May 1846. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 4 May 1846. 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 4 May 1846. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. According to MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 
Henry Sherwood also shared these ideas. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 4 May 1846. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846, re- 
ported: "Eventually it was allowed to be read the second time and 
committed, upon the tacit understanding, as it appeared to us, that 
this was only allowed in order to place the Society on the same 
footing as that of the St. Patrick, whose bill was read a second 
time a few nights ago, and that the bills of both Societies would 
be ultimately rejected." 
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1846; and MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 2 May 1846. 
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MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 4 May 1846. 

IBID. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT added: ''The bill was allowed to pass 
the second reading; but as it appeared to us, with the tacit under- 
standing, that this course was only adopted in order to place it 
on an equality with the St. Patrick's Society, whose bill was read 
a second time a few nights ago. We believe that neither of the 
bills will be allowed to pass." 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MIRROR, 30 April 1846, 
incorrectly dated as 1 May, and PILOT, 5 May 1846, in identical 
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MIRROR, 30 April 1846, incorrectly dated as 1 May. 
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The debate on this motion was reported by: MIRROR, 30 April 1846, 
and PILOT, 5 May 1846, in identical accounts; MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 
2 May 1846, and KINGSTON NEWS, 7 May 1846, in identical accounts; 
and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 4 May 1846. 
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